
11-19-68

AIRTEL AM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN

Sheriff WILLIAM I. MORRIS, Shelby County, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised on 11-19-68 he was in receipt of information 
that might be of interest to the FBI. This information is as 
follows:

JAMES EARL RAT has advised WILLIAM BRADFORD RUIS 
that he thought because of recent developments there might be 
a different approach to his trial, but that the final decision 
would be left up to PERCY FOREMAN, the new attorney. RAT also 
requested that any payments that might be due him for attorneys 
fees not be sent to anyone, including RAY’s brother JERRY. RAT 
also reportedly told Mr. HUIE that he had read an article 
indicating that HANES is supposedly negotiating with "Life" 
magazine to sell the defense file which he was going to present 
at RAT’s trial. RAT said that if this were so it would affect 
to a considerable degree the story being written by Mr. HUIE. 
RAT suggested to HUIE that in the event he wanted to correspond 
with RAT again he should do so through MT. FOREMAN.

The foregoing information is furnished for the 
Bureau’s information. Any other information received will also
be furnished the Bureau.
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TO

FROM :

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. TO
MAY 1962 EDITION
OSA GEN. REO. NO. 27

3010-106

UNITED STATES GOVE MENT

Memorandum
SAC (157-1067) DATE: 12/6/68

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE

BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT, aka.
RM

On 11/12/68 Lt. E. H. ARKIN, Intelligence
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, furnished to SA WILLIAM H. 
LAWRENCE a copy of Police Department memorandum dated 
11/8/68 re "Activities of Agent 501 for 11/6/68." 
(501 is Police Department undercover agent, code name 
"DONALD DUCK.")

of this memorandum.
A Xerox copy of same is attached to each copy

Enc. 1

1 - 157-1067 (BOP)
1 - 157-1423 (BUF)
1 - 157-1516 (AFSCME)
1 - 157-556 (Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban Areas)
1 - 157-1258 (LANCE "WILLIE WINE" WATSON)
1 - 157-1556 (RAMON FULLER, aka.)
1 - 157- (WINSTON MIDDLETON)
1 - 157-1230 (MELVIN SMITH)
1 - 157- (MAURICE KEYS)
1 - 157- (JOHN SMITH—not JOHN B.SMITH)
1 - 157-1553 (ROY LEE TURKS)
1 - 157-1548 (FRANK W. MITCHELL) -
1 - 157-DEAD (DONALD PIGFORD)
1 - 157-1152 (HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK)
1 - 170-1114 (H. RALPH JACKSON) 

(p- 44-1987, MURKIN)

WHL:gmh 
(16)

N
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G.P. Tines, Inspector, 
Intelligence Burgau.

Activities Agent 501, for
Lt. E.H. Arkin, U/6/68.
Intelligence Bureau.

November 8,1968. ’

At 4PM November 7,1968 agent 501 called this office and gave the following report, 
for November 6,1968.

At 6;30PM November 6,1968 the Striking Hospital Workers had a meeting a Clayborn 
Temple, and at that time there were approximately 500 of them. This number was 
increased to about 700 by 8PM. They were waiting for Union (officials Jesse Epps and 
William Lucy. JESSE EPPS and WM LUCY along with T. O. JONES and REV. H. RALPH 
JACKSON, did not arrive at Clayborn Temple until U;l5PM.

While waiting on EPPS et al. at 8PM a Male Negro^ RAYMOND FULLER, came into 
the temple at which time SWEET WILLY WINE aka LANCE WATSON asked this subject 
about a threat he allegedly made on SWEET WILLY'S life the night before. FULLER 
denied this and insisted that he did not make the threat. Another Male Negro WINSTON 
MIDDLETON entered the conversation and stated that FULLER did make the statement 
the night before. Again FULLER denied it and said as far as he was concerned this was 
a personal thing between he and MIDDLETON. SWEET WILLY told both of them at this 
time to just forget it, for he could see no reason why FULLER wanted to kill him. WINE 
further commented, " Let's just pile all this mess into the middle of the floor, and 
sweep it out the door. "

At 10PM 11/6/68 SWEET WILLY WINE went into the Sanctuary of Clayborn Temple, by 
this time there being approx. 700 people in the Temple, and WINE addressed them, 
stating, " They were supposed to be here, " referring to EPPS, LUCY , JONES and 
MIDDLEBROOK, and the reason they were supposed to be here is to clear up the truth 
as well as the lies about the threats that EPPS had told you about the INVADERS. (EPPS 
had put it out to the Hospital Strikers, that the Invaders were gring to blow up Clayborn 
Temple, as well as attack some of the Hospital Strikers physically.) WINE stated then 
that all of this was a lie, because, " Our fight is not with you. " WINE further stated, 
"We will find out who the rats are when they get here. " "The fact is we lave thrown 
some poison, and that poison being the truth, into the rat hole, and now all of the rats 
want to get out and save face at the same time. " Then WINE stated, referring to EPPS 
et al. , that they were already an hour and a half late, but that they had promised to be\ 
there. ' *

At U;15PM on November 6,1968, JESSE EPPS, WILLIAM LUCY, T. 0. JONES, and REV 
H. RALPH JACKSON arrived at Clayborn Temple. JESSE EPPS Was the first to speak.

" We have been told some things about Mr. JONES, that may indicate a trick in the game. 
MR. JONES told us that MR. HORTON came to the Meeting at Dr. Price’s House, with 
two City Policemen as bodyguards, ami Hat the reason he had them is because someone 
had told him (MR. HORTONH that there wasa plan to assassinate him. The fact is, this 
is not the truth. The only thing we want to do to MR’ HORTON is to try to get him to talk 
to us.
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Page Two( Activities oj Agent 501 for Sx 11/6/68) ' .

I have been offered a job at *25,000.00 a year plus expenses. This offer came just 
last month. I turned it down because I realized I could best serve here. As you know 
I was in Baltimore when you first went out on Strike. And at first I refused to come to 
Memphis because I thought that I did not have any influence here. I told them if they 
wanted me to come to Memphis they should take a poll of the striking Hospital Workers 
and if the majority wanted me I would be here on the next flight. So I am here, and have 
sought a settlement that I thought would be fair to everyone involved. How I want to give 
MR. JONES a chance to speak. Just prior to turning the meeting over to T. O. JONES, 
EPPS stated that MR JONES, time as president of the local Union has expired. He can 
either run for re-election or he will be given a position on the International Staff of AFSCAL

At this time T. O. JONES took over the meeting., and stated " MR. EPPS made a remark­
able speech tonight. However, he did not tell the truth. There is nothing I hate worse 
than a polished lie. I told Mr. EPPS, that the reason that Mr.HORTON had the Police 
with him was that Mr. HOLLOMAN, had assigned them to him because he thought he should 
have them. Now these were the very words that I told EPPS, because this is how it had 
been explained to me. " Then T. O. Jones turned to JESSE EPPS and asked if he wished to 
comment on this, and EPPS said , 'No. ,f

T. O. JONES then continued. " Now here are my credentials for your observation. If 
you feel that I am not the elected president of Local #1733. I am ivill be president of 
Local #1733 until December 31,1969. I don't have to run for anything until then. I also 
have in my possession the ballot I was elected on, and my credentials were sighted by 
JeRRY WURF, president of AFSCME., the same man who signed JESSE EPPS credentials 
and those of WILLIAM LUCY. I did not have to do anything to help knit in this strike, but 
I did because I wanted to help out, especially after Mr. HORTON had stated the City would 
not talk. Now I was the man that got the City and Mr. HORTON to sit down and talk. ""If 
MR. EPPS would tell you the truth, he would tell you the same thing t/a 11 have said. I did 
not override or interfere with his position in any way. All I did was to accomplish what 
he was unable to accomplish. Now you dai't have to believe me if you don’t want to. (At 
this time the audience response was, “Don’t Worry we’ won't"_) Agent 501 elaborated on 
the audience response during tH s time stating, that JESSE EPPS had selected people 
possibly stewards in the Union in the audidnce with intitructions onwhen to clap, and when 
to speak out pro or con. to any particular speaker.)

JESSE EPPS then got up as T. O. JONES left the podium and ordered all Non-Union people 
out of the Church. ( 501 states the reason this was done was to get SWEET WILLY WINE 
out of the auditorium, so he would not have a chance to confront JESSE EPPS in front of 
such a large audience with the allegation that EPPS had been putting it out that the Invader 

' were going to blow up Clayborn Temple and physically harm some (f the strike workers.) "

The Non-Union people were asked to leave the building at 12; 30AM November 7,1968. 
SWEET WILLY WINE et al. were outside while the Union was inside supposedly present­
ing to the strikers the nature of the settlement. .

! At this time SWEET WILLY WINE , T. O. JONES who walked out with the Invaders, MEL 
I VIN SMITH, JOHN SMITH, MAURICE HEYS, ROY TURNKS and FRANK MITCHELL, 

j] along with DONALD PIGFORD went to the rear of Clayborn Temple and went into the BUF 
A offices. ■ ' .
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Page Three (Activities of Agent 501, for November 6-7,1968)

Upon enter mg the BUF offices. T. 0. JONES asked SWEET WILLY WINE if he believed that 
JONES had told the truth, and tlat EPPS was the man doing all of the lying and the dirty work. 
SWEET WILLY WINE Stated that he did believe JONES, and he already knew what EPPS was 
doing, and that was selling the people out. SWEET WILLY WINE then told JONES, in the 
future, not to deal with H. RALPH JACKSON and MIDDLEBROOK because MIDDLEBROOK 
is JACKSON'S right hand mem and is actually playing two hands right down the middle. At ' 
this time JONES said, that the Hospital Strikers were going back to work, but that this was 
not important, but that you, pointing to the Invaders will know what is important over a per­
iod of time.

SWEET WILLY WINE, then stated, that ABERNATHY and the S. C.L. C. Staff would be in 
Memphis on Friday, November 8,1968. He further stated they are going to organize the 
people to picket and boycott both the County Jail and the downtown area for the duration of ' 
the RAY TRIAL. WINSEdid not elaborate on where or how he got this information. , and it 

i as not been verified.

CC: ;

f ।
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : FILE (44-1987) date: 12-11-68

FROM SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN

MURKINsubject:

This is to advise that GERALD FRANK/ noted author, called 
at this office December 10, 19687 He advised that he is the author 
of several books, his latest being the "Boston Strangler." He said 
he had a contract with Doubleday to write a book concerning the 
JAMES EARL RAY case. He advised that his book will not be published 
until probably sometime in 1971. He indicated that the tenor of 
his book will be different from many others that will probably be 
written shortly after the trial. He explained tnat he was interested 
in many of the little quirks and various false leads and the work 
involved in handling this during the course of the investigation.

I, of course, told Mr. FRANK that I was not in a position 
to offer any assistance at this time because of the restrictions 
placed by Judge BATTLE and that, in addition, the FBI Headquarters 
in Washington would be the appropriate source for material. He said 
he understood this completely, that his sole purpose in coming to 
this office was to meet me and to familiarize himself to some degree 
regarding Memphis.

I telephonically contacted Inspector BISHOP at the Bureau 
and advised him of my contact with FRANK. Inspector BISHOP agreed 
it was correct for me to have told FRANK I could be of no assistance 
and that at some future time the Bureau might consider being of 
assistance.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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RAY, JAMES EARL 4/66

Australian Visa

44-1987-Sub-C-509
-E-709A 
B-405C 
E-684

-806
-SUB-G-520

-517
-773A 
-793B 
-814 
-828 
-829

RAY, JAMES E, 4/68 44-1987-Sub-G-34B
-331 

B-247 
G-376
-390

DObT Hon Ill.

_D0 NOT DESTROY—

B-394
£ '7# A .
-7^« wzz /x

BAY, JAMES EARL

B-389

SEE NEXT

44-1987-SUB-E-500B

RAY, JAMES E.

RAY, JAMES E. 

f ' RAY, JAMES E.

405 042 G (FBI)

SEE NEXT CARD

ut^-Sut &-151S

44-1987-739 A 
-746F 
-775 

. / . -791 
-SUB-E-639 

-637 
-627 

it-' -608p2 
52A 
35

BAY , JAMES E.

RAY, JAMES E.

RAY, JAMES EARL 4-68

» ^A 

WM .______
age 40 DOB 
5'10" 163 to 174

44-1987-SUB-B-228 
44-1987
44-1987-SUB-G-356 

-344p2
1 Quincy or Alton, Ill. 
J 44-1987-SUB-G-315

hair brown, possibly cut short -384
eyes blue -385
Scars A Marks: snail scar on center of forehead 
and snail scar on jnle of right band
FBI 405 942 G ' 44-1987-SUB-B-245

44-1987-SUB-G
-J15

jflo AlOl lOtMi^^j ^^i:;L436 g

RAY, JAMES EARL 4-68

FBI 405 942 G

FBI 205 942 G

44-1987-SUB-B-397 
-353 
-364* 
-368 
-379 
-326 
-327 
-333 

:---- -345

- -277
■ , . „ . . ■ ' • ■ . . -278A

£775 3& J^ _to7
SEE NEXT CARD ^dj^j ^-tti d^ <7<-710

D:- . ' 7 7 J)/ £.$77-'' -74 6B

-REE NEXT .CAR

-669 
-690 
-696 
-SUB-121

-G-399 
-363

‘ E-594A
. G-366

-322 
-321 
-380 
-326

^77SV^-327p2 

. -374

5-68 44-1987-SUB-E-1022
-1022A

6_68 44-1987-SUB-E-1046

6-68 44-1987-SUB-G-666Apl30

6-68 44-1987-SIE-G-682

p40 

7/82 190-0-124

2/12785 197-74 *

RAY, JAMES E., MRS. 6/68 44-1987-Sub B-933

RAY, JAMES E.

RAY, JAMES

RAY, JAMES

no desc

EARL

EARL

SEE NEXT CAi

RAY, JAMES EARL

?

6/3/86 197-74

11/71 44-1987

4-68 44-1987-651A
-866
-791 
-794p7 
-SUB-E-765

■ - -. -804
8x9224

... G-524
■ -527

ddLiW. ^<fliM

-E-746 
-739 
-556E

G-533 
-535

-502
-505

4-68 44-1987-SUB-G-454

JO /KZl/. /VP^VC^Ĵ  
^^dlMQ &liaarrff‘

RAY, JAMS EARL

RAY, JAMES EARL

^^77 88-10052*

7/79

Brushy Mountain Prison, 
Petros, Tennessee 37845

-474
-493
-499
6’V^ 

^4^ 

-439
B-622A
-631A

190-40*
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RAY, JAMES EARL 5-68 44-1987-SUB-G-594 RAY, JAMES EARL 4/68 44-1987-Sub 0-328

DOB Alton, Ill.

SEE HEXT CARD

t-^4’
-Si 7 J
-SS73 
esfy
-4<sla 

g-627p2 

E-784
-787
-780

SEE HEXT Sig CARD

-332
-335 

£-553 
G-336
-390 

E-593
-599
-597
-568 

G-330
-405

/ 277fyg4' -425

fa^dj-^-P tjli^^- £ «^w-hA26

RAY, JAMES EARL 4-68 44-1987-SUB-E-688 
-692 
-693 
-660 
-699C 
-699 

- -818
-B13 
4-2 ,

S-B43 
t-5Sli>

RAY, JAMES EARL

-f=7

Major Case rrinst •
Rays Interview 3-13-69 43-14,69 44-1987-SUB-M440

1/68

6/68  
S/68

65-589-6
175-16-1

445 
b-H-411

I-

~7^
-7//
—SUB-B-368A 

4-4W
fee.

^77^ ^^

RAY, JAMES EARL 6-68 44-1987-S0B-G-665A
p91

44-1987-SUB-G-665A
Background--------------------------------  

(1955 Post Office Money Order Arrest) 
44-1987-SUB-G-665A

p84

Veterans Adm. records-----  44-1987-SUB-G-7^57D

. - -74/

G-693pl8,
' Sp30

. S-1059p2

CARD

RAY, JAMES EARL

RAY, JAMES EARL

ua, P. 9^3

6-68 44-1987-SUB-G-688
pp3,6,7,8,9,15,17, 
19,21,36,40,44,54, 
64,68,68,72,73,74, 

’ 82,83,84,85,88,90
91,93,95,97,100,101,

«W«-^ 
-788 
-601A

, 44-1987-SUB-J-104p6,7, 
p8,9,10,ll 

p30,33,34 ,12,13,14, 
36,37,38, 15,16,17, 

' ' 39,40,42, 18,19,20,

:&> c-fd-iC-— A ^**'‘=27,28,29,

44-1987* 
6-68 44-1987-SUB-G-666Apl30

615 N. Water St., Soutb Elgin. Hl-

Prior Employment
INMATE FILE------

National Service Life Insurance

:,““W!EntEai5!t'

pl33,131,58, 
pl23,137
E-1042A
-M-5
G666Apll4
G-706A
-745
-749 

B-1046
?M-4A 
S-665AplO9 
G-665AplO5, 

pl06,107
-665Ap»9
-665Ap96

RAY, JAMES EARLE 5/468 44-1987-Sub-E-738

RAY, JAMES EARL

RAY, JAMES EARL 5-68 44-1987-SUB-E-815A

~/6^

^USb

-G//?/^*

■“AY—JAMES EARL 3/8/85

Ur- •’AMES EARL, jr
197-74-2

6/68 «-1987-866

5/68 44-1987-Sub E-809a, p2

-805 A

fi-^j£> 

X-3p2

W' -WHES EArl

7/77
**-0-913

AV® N. S^ UWSSI2 ,

SENATOR .'

l^teef
\ I I '

e-<c^ 
G-654 
E-Wt

2-74
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