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ON AUGUST 2, 1978, SGT. ROBERT T. WEHUNT, JR., RECONTACTED 

THE TAMPA OFFICE AND ADVISED HE HAD ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

REGARDING ABOVE-CAPTIO NED CASE. HE ADVISED HIS FATHER WAS 

GIVEN A DRUG BY A MILITARY DOCTOR APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS 

BEFORE HIS DEATH THAT WAS A "MIND ALTERING DRUG." HE SAID 

HIS MOTHER WOULD KNOW THE DOCTOR'S NAME AND ALSO HAVE INFOR­

MATION REGARDING THE DRUG WHICH WAS GIVEN TO HIS FATHER. HE 

ALSO STATED HE BELIEVED HIS FATHER HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE, AND 

THE AUTOPSY SHOWED "BRAIN DAMAGE," WHICH HE BELIEVED WAS
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CAUSED FROM THE DRUG HIS FATHER WAS TAKING. SGT. WEHUNT WAS 

ADVISED THAT THIS INFORMATION WOULD RE FURNISHED TO THE 

BUREAU'S ATTENTION.

BT
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Fatal Shot Not Close Range
By JOHN BENNETT

From The commercial Appeal
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — New York City’s chief 
medical examiner Tuesday ruled out any 
possibility that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was shot at close range with a pistol or, in 
fact, from any area other than the board­
ing home across the street from the Lor­
raine Motel 10 years ago.

Dr. Michael M. Baden told the House 
Assassinations Committee King was killed 
by a single 30-06 caliber soft-nosed rifle 
bullet that could have been fired from the 
bathroom window of the boarding house 
or from a grassy area at its rear.

Baden failed to link the death bullet 
with any weapon, but did establish what 
investigators believe is an essential foun­
dation to later expert testimony.

Meanwhile, James Earl Ray, confessed 
killer oHUsgr^s on national public tele­
vision to testify today. WKNO-TV (Channel

10) will televise his appearance from 8 to 
11 this morning.

Rep. Harold Ford (D-Tenn.), a member 
of the investigating panel, predicted Tues­
day Ray will testify through Friday.

Baden, a leading authority in the field of 
pathological and forensic medicine, head­
ed a three-man panel appointed by the 
committee to examine autopsy findings of 
Dr. Jerry T. Francisco, Shelby County 
medical examiner 10 years ago, and the 
medical treatment given to King at St. Jo­
seph Hospital following the shooting on 
April 4, 1968.

Baden, using illustrations of King’s 
body after death, traced the trajectory of 
the bullet that shattered the right jaw, 
severed the spine and lodged in King’s 
back.

He said given King’s standing position 
(Continued on Page 3)
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King-Shot ( 
From Afar, 
Baden Says
(Continued from Page 1)

on the balcony of the Lorraine, and other 
evidence, the bullet had to have been fired 
from the rear area of the boarding house 
at 416 Main in Memphis, directly across the 
street from the Lorraine.

But he said autopsy results cannot deter­
mine from a difference of a few degrees 
whether the bullet came from the bath­
room window of the boarding house or the 
grassy area at the rear of the building.

"It had to be a rifle, and not a pistol?" 
Baden was asked by Rep. Richardson 
Preyer (D-N.C).

"That’s correct,” Baden replied.
He told the committee the bullet clearly 

could not have been fired from the Lor­
raine courtyard below where King was 
standing.

Baden said the autopsy, combined with 
witness accounts, showed the bullet 
struck King as he was bending slightly 
forward. The bullet struck from the right 
and at an anglejrom_above, he said.

“It is clear from the autopsy that one, 
and only one, high velocity bullet struck 
Dr. King,” Baden said.

He said a firearms panel — expected to 
testify in November — can show severe 
tissue damage to King's body would easily 
have occurred from a 30-06 rifle shot from 
the boarding house.

Committee members reviewed a series 
of illustrations taken from medical photo­
graphs showing "extreme damage" to Dr. 
King’s body.

There were no questions seeking to link 
the bullet to the death weapon.

An FBI ballistics expert has said he 
could draw no conclusions on whether the 
bullet came from the rifle Ray had pur­
chased.

Baden said the panel — which also in­
cluded Dr. John Coe of Minnesota and Dr. 
Joseph Davis of Florida — agreed in “gen­
eral terms" with Francisco’s autopsy find­
ings.

Calling Francisco a “fine forensic pa­
thologist,” Baden said the panel did not 
unanimously agree Francisco went as far 
as he could in tracking the bullet's course 
through the entire body, only so far as to 
determine certain cause of death by the 
bullet.

Baden, almost apologizing for that fact, 
said it is an "unfortunate" fact in America 
that forensic pathology does not receive 
greater emphasis in the investigation of 
homocides.

He said Francisco apparently felt it was 
an “unnecessary mutilation of the body” 
to dissect the track of the bullet after he 
had concluded death occurred from a sev­
ering of the spinal cord.

Ford asked if the medical panel were 
satisfied that ^Francisfo felt "no con­
straints" in his autopsy of King’s body.

Baden said a policy in Tennessee of first



AP

Committee Members Yvonne B. Burke Of California And Harold Ford Of Memphis

getting permission from next-of-kin be­
fore an autopsy is performed made it diffi­
cult to determine if there was “an attitude 
of constraint” in effect at that time.

But he told committee members Fran­
cisco assured the panel this policy “in no 
way caused any constraints."

Baden also praised Drs. Rufus Brown 
and Ted Galyon, the physicians who treat­
ed Dr. King at St. Joseph Hospital, for be­
ing “very cooperative" in the investiga­
tion.

He said the panel was “entirely in­
spired" by the vigorous effort the two men 
made to save King’s life when he was 
brought to the emergency room.

“Only after almost an hour, 50 minutes, 
of this intensive medical treatment, did 
they determine Dr. King's life was irre­
trievable,” he testified.

Committee members were told King 
died of extensive blood vessel and nerve 
injuries as well as massive damage to the 
spinal cord.

Baden said Galyon and Brown told the 
panel that when King was brought to the 
emergency room he was still alive.

"They both assured us that although 
they could feel a faint pulse... that he was 
totally unmoving... that he did not talk at 
all... that he was unconscious... that they 
felt he was irretrievably dead,” Baden 
said.

forts to save King, he said, before death 
was pronounced at 7:04 p.m. on April 4, 
1968. King was brought to the emergency 
room at 6:15 p.m.

Saying the panel was "very impressed” 
with the cooperation of the various doc­
tors interviewed, Baden said the panel 
thinks it has been able to reach “firm con­
clusions based on work done 10 years ago.”

Ford, interviewed following the hear­
ing, confirmed that Ray — flown by heli­
copter from Brushy Mountain State Prison 
at Petros to Knoxville and then to Wash­
ington — remained in Washington early 
Tuesday under tight security guard.

Ford, who has received a number of 
briefings concerning Ray’s pending testi­
mony, also said he believes Ray will “try to 
put on a show" when he testifies today.

"This is his last go-round," Ford said. 
“James Earl Ray might lire his lawyer to­
morrow right here on this spot.”

He said Ray will be expected to explain 
what he meant in a letter he wrote two 
weeks ago to Dr. Ralph Abernathy, the 
committee’s first witness on Monday.

Abernathy told investigators Ray is pre­

pared to tell who gave him money to get 
out of Memphis and the country following 
King’s murder — if he can get a new trial.

Lane accosted Ford in the hearing room 
following Baden’s testimony to ask why 
panel members had not asked more specif­
ic questions about the trajectory of the 
death bullet.

He also invited Ford to attend his Tues­
day afternoon press conference in which 
he repeated earlier statements that the 
committee had violated its own rules as 
well as broken the law, in its investigation.

“There was a conspiracy » keep you 
from getting the facts," he told Ford.

Ford stood quietly and listened as Lane 
talked. At one point he said, "I’d like to sit 
down and talk with you.”

Ford did not attend the press confer­
ence and later had no comment about 
Lane’s remarks.

Sources, meanwhile, report Renfro 
Hays, the Memphis private investigator 
for Percy Foreman, Ray’s first lawyer, and 
Ed Redditt, the black former Memphis po­
lice officer who was removed from the 
King detai. the day of King’s murder, both 
have been subpenaed to testify on Thurs­
day. ”~—

Still, the two men made “extensive” ef-
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AT 3:1s P/'., O’! AVOT'ST 13, 1973, AUPG^SS AUDIE 711/50'1

TT^HO’?ifAT.Lv ro'^TAOTT^ S^HI””’ CT!..-! PARKSPALE, SM1;U’V 

CO7VTV STLSPIrF’S OFTITR, 'LCTUIS, TzCIIlESSEE . '-7ILSO\r STATA^ 

73 WILL ADnEAR AT 777 it0LI7av mi OHIINC ROG*’, -ULF^ORT, 

MISSISSIPPI, t.?;TH ^"SRHTjn MGS’, ^AHMOL', CASTOR, ST. ALIZAPTTR 

SRTOjJ OATHOLIO CH’TOW GC/A!’ SHIHOS, MISSISSIPPI, AT

^/- ^-Z^-^ - y,
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) . *•
FBI • :

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
n Teletype |~| Immediate □ TOP SECRET
| | Facsimile | | Priority □ SECRET
O------- ----------------- . [~] Routine □ CONFIDENTIAL

□ E F T 0 |
□ CLEAR J

Date___________________ '

Approved: ______________________ Transmitted _________________________
(Number) (Time)

Per _______________
FBI/OOJ
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KSON (62 -544) uvrr,: 8/1 h/78

M. K. M MiCM-MPUrMEM JR,

The following are among items found in the wallet 
of BURCh^S AUDIE W.LLSOKV JR*:

Current Toxas Driver' s hit-or.so MSI 1315 
under nur^ of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR,, 
11 3 M ’ 1 t Street, Soo Marcos., Texas, MOB 

| licence expires 1980.

Handwritten wtc on back of cor J giving 
address of 1005 Hickory Hill Una, CMOS, 
Hermitage, TannfiSKee, 37076, no nnma on 
card*

Business card for MAX D, MURRAY, 
rAvcriMKing Mprt'emnat iva, Aust in. 
Toxar., Americau-5latftOman,

HuRimss cord f or DAM WERNEU, Cra fM^-oan 
Workshop, Edgawater Mall, Biloxi, US, 
I e 1 e pl 10 i s ft 3 81$ -9001.

note. with luwm KART. FASDID, 863-4761 
(apparently Gulfport, US, io It? oh one no*)

Business card for Dou Ik lout*. CH'-Shov^
Caterers, name JIM FONTENOT, Lor rums 1
Dirftotar, Houma, Inuisiuua, tv 1 ephors 
876-3542.

Pay voucher from Gulf Const Catering Co., 
New Iberia, Louisiana-, for pay period ending 
6/16/78,

Ord with name TAD MURRAY* Monroe, m M ■ . /
jmil si ana, 323-7382 or 728-4060. ?-/M / Me M--£/< - //py

v—TX^M   __ Si- J
» 2/- Jackson ■ ^M

(Ml )CWS/raa ft : . (

<‘m/' //b'u —, M
^jT . -■■-., ■ . . . h 2

-^—'’* Buy U.S. O^v-mgs Bonds Rftgulnrly on the ITyrftl! Saving Elan fM.i,:*- g
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Card wUOi nan? BOB CA^UEL, 214-521-6195,.

Full of sale, mainly illegible, 
ent to VESA H, NEVILL, Route 4, 
Guayon Uika, Texas#

but mudo 
Bex 620-0,

Veterans Administration. patient data card, 
7*4z2 1412 /5 , under Liyme pl BUREESS A. 17ILSON, 
Canyon Take, Texas*

1977 VR? membership card, bo it
Number 8573. Canyon Lake, Texas*

NUnias STAN B'JfXARD and Jones Builder.*, 
Lung Baath, Mississippi,

Business card Ear Bill Wilson Builders, 
Cm; I am Limits, Canyon Trike, Texas, and 
817 bust Euclid, S.nn Antonio, Texas*

FLUitiG credit card State
Bank, Starkville, MS, under
name of Colonel BURGESS A. WILSON, 
USAF retired.

(WILSON advised he was 
in 1960 after 12 years
TcuhhicXt 1 Sergeant. )

di scherged f rom USAF 
service with ’rank of

If li^zl-j und^r
u>W‘ of BURGESS AUDIE WLLSON^nT^ijHS 
Herrick Avenue, Griuiuv.iew, Missouri, 64030, 
giving, him Authorisation to fly single aid 
multi engine land airplanes, issued by FAA, 
Oklahoma City.

WILSON claims to be personally acquainted with 
Shelby County, Tomiossee, sheriff LEGE Barksdale, culling 
BARKSDALE .tn old flying buddy who flew with WILSON in the 
Tennessee Air Rational Guard. Ar. that time, HA RICS DALE 
horded the Uutphis, Tennessee, Police Department Vico Squad.

WILSON lias advised that he arrived on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast a round 7/1/78. Hu came to the Gulf Coast from 
Houts*, Louisiana, where he worked for the TnuisiuuH Off-Shore 
c;pm no ay (not fur t! । a r i d e n 11 f 1 cd).
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iJALu -L..V-Y J i Lu-amA UJ3LAL 1 F T L

u A z u A1. <. mu .'ue; uha!:—J lb LiV^. A JOia-.r.L LI~„ A.m.. ALJuL 
li7 hu OuLlu u-uH .-.16 v.AYL.: Ala -.L^IJu — l.J Yau uACa uF

— .t„-„.< J uiv.iu Au Lu UAL.

i< — ulA^ul.Ic AiAlu-i wIluL'.; i alY L ui . j.C L JL Y

^hYulu.IL L^LuaVA 1 iu L A. x Al. LClI^aY x.l., u • - . ulurnyi-.Y uu, 
u rruai , .. .

b.^Lbu l...^., Ju., UAiic- lb.. V^aIvLL ?...J u.llu

;'>v.LxuYY i-A.. Ym.. A .-liiL i. Air.-ivc.: j b tab Vi^niLl— I i.Lul.A F .;
rH.-Auu 1 .;_ VuMiUL- A Ju LA.-.- 1L I ml u ■; 1 mA mC— Li i j;l hLLau.sY

Hl V;1Y /-ArjiUY. Lriu^ - / uA u u \. :Y ■ r» j.iF. V_. Auu
,.Au AC.,--’ IF am .- F7,i<.LU .iL_L F;Yt..C . l r.L h.L;-, .lLL ..Jb_^

r1 A1 i; _i> .'.'.. l,. nAu Au V a ......- . .lA 1 uuAu u A< • aS-^aLL , LMLhIFF
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