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JN 62-544

Caterers of New Iberia, Louisiana, and worked there until 
the end of June of 1978, at which time ha came to Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi, and opened a jewelry shop. He lived 
at the Twin Pines Apartments the first three weeks he was 
in Ocean Springs and then moved to Route 6, Box 387*

He furnished the following description of himself:

Name
Also known as
Date of birth
Place of birth
Haight
We i ght
Eyes
Hair
Social Security Number 
Education
Mi 1itary service

Father

Mother 
Stepmother

Brother

Sister

Sister

Ex-wife

Ex-wift

Ex-wi f e

Ex^wi f e

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. 
Bill
August 28, 1931
Fulton, Mississippi 
5 feet 11 inches 
170 pounds
Brown
Gray
422w34w1275
High school graduate
IL S, Air Force 
1947-1960
BURGESS AUDIE WIT,SON, SR. 
(deceased)
Grenada, Mississippi
MT THE DALE (deceased)' 
LILLIE MAR WILSON (deceased) 
Grenada, Mi a si a a ippi 
ALLISON TOWERS WILSON 
Reform, A1abama 
LYDA MO GAHRY
2002 East Eighth Avenue North 
C 01 til rib US, Mississippi 
CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE'
Fu11 on, M i s s 3 s aippi 
BETTY LUU WILSON WADE 
Burleson, Texas 
AVIS LEA HUNTER
1010 Hickory Hill lane 
ItvtudLage, Tennessee 
PATRICIA SUINDALA
Starkvilie. Mi salssIppi 
(believed killed in car 
accident) 
JO ANN CHILDRESS 
113 MIU Street 
San Marcos, Texas
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77)
FBI

TRANSMIT VIA:
Q Teletype
HI F acsimile

PRECEDENCE:
Q’Immediate 
n Priority 
□ Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
O TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□3 E F T 0
□ CLEAR

Date ______ mxm

H ''EUntis OS-lOST-i-OR (T)

TO 'T'RTAU ( hr-? pern ) I'T^STATE

cni^aco i'^'otatt

^mryi-^ ? rrp»^ ^-^ ^ Q V P ^ T? O C1 T T T r .A ? T ' r p T T T’>’Z I’TT^ T-pi p V COOT

AUDIT DILSOH. NILSC-’, r”T0 ’-'AS FORU<RLV ;" TH.S 7 HI'ISSH AIT 

NATIONAL HAN1' ’TAT AT MH^’IS , TAN:!., "ITT naTH-TaLS , IT^ORNlD 

TH SHl’;?!^ THAT " < HALIT ’-< ’’ARTIN LUTHER KIN^ IT lnM 

AT HI^'iIS ATn "IT nA'I^ntH Drov^ a. ""ITU 'HSIANC H0v KANSAS 

CITv -ISS'UT’I TO M'n^nS 3 ‘ Avs n^IOR TO KIND'S DTATT. '*3 

WANTON TO 'THT 'VAKHA-a AT T"U NOLIDAV INN, ^UL^OP.T, NISS- 

ISSI^I QN R /1 ° / 7 $ A'rN SU’7R':v'fri''.'p an^ VOTNSNTS "TH NAD;! TOR
H^^q^-M '^

Approved: ’ ' > _____
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Approved:------------------------- .------- Transmitted _________________________
(Number) (Time)

Per ______ _______________ ______ 
FBI/OOJ
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FM MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M )

DALLAS WiEDATE /5/^ ^

JACKSON IMMEDATE

BT

UNCLAS E F T 0

ATTN CONCESSIONAL INQUIREIES UNIT, HOON 8988 JEH.

EURKIN. .

RE DALLAS TEL TO BU 8-19-78. .

CHIACAGO TEL TO BU 8-20-78, NO COPY TO DALLAS.

FOR INFORMATION DALLAS, ON 8-19-78 DEBRA ANN JONES, BELVIDERE, 

ILLINOIS, DAUGHTER OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ADVISED WILSON FAMILY 

RESIDED KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI FROM 1964 TO SEPTEMBER, 1968. IN 

1968 KER FATHER GAVE HER 1965 WHITE MUSTANG AS GRADUATION PRESENT.

SHE NEVER DRIVOVE THIS VEHICLE TO MEMPHIS, TENN. SHE AND HER 

MOTHER, BETTY LOU WADE VISITED HER MATERNAL GRANDFATHER, VERNON . 

HOOTEN, WHO WAS IN HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, AT TIME OF THE KING MURDER.

THEY USED COMMERCIAL AIRLINE FOR ROUNDTRIP TRANSPORTATION, . DURING 

TIME THEY WERE IN MEMPHIS AREA BETTY WADE TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED HER 

HUSBAND, BURGESS WILSON TWO TIMES IN KANSAS CITY WHERE HE REMAINED
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PAGE TWO bahPHIS 44- ■

WITH HER TWO BROTHERS, STEVEN AND MARK WILSON.

BURGESS WILSON WHO WAS INTOXICATED, TELEPHONED DESRA JONES ON 

EVENING OF 8-17-70 AND TOLD HER FBI WAS GOING TO PUT HIX IN JAIL 

FOR THE MURDER OF KING AND THAT FBI HAD GIVEN HIX A POLYGRAPH TEST. 

HE TOLD HER SHE WOULD BE CONTACTED BY THE FBI AND TOLD HER TO SAY 

NOTHING. '

MRS. OPAL HOOTEN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, CONTACTED 

8-20-78 AND UNABLE TO RECALL VISIT OF BOTH BETTY LOU WADE AND DEBRA 

JONES ON OCCASIONS HER HUSBAND VERNON HOOTEN SUFFERED HEART ATTACKS, 

SUT RECALLS BETTY LOU WADE VISITING ON OCCASIONS WHEN BOTH SHE AHE 

ER. HOOTEN WERE ILL. SHE WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES 

BUT WILL CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS AND ATTEMP TO ESTABLISH 

SPECIFIC DATES OF MR. HOOTEN’S ILLNESSES. ■

DALLAS WILL RECONTACT BETTY LOU WADE REGARDING VISIT TO MEMPHIS 

NOTED ABOVE AND ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY INFORMATION SHE PREVIOUSLY 

FURNISHED REGARDING LACK OF OWNERSHIP OR ACCESS TO WHITE MUSTANG 

VEHICLE BY WILSON. INTERVIEW STEVEN AND MARK ANTHONY WILSON FOR 

FULL BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND VERACITY OF BURGESS WILSON’S 

ALLEGATIONS THT HE KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE 

HIS WHEREABOUTS DURING CRITICAL PERIOD OF 4-4-68 AND WHETHER 

WILSON HAS HISTORY OF PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS. ATTEMPT TO VERIFY 

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY DEBRAJ JONES.

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND ADVISE FBIHQ, MEMPHIS AND JACKSON. - 

BT • , .
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Fil MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE
JACKSON IMMEDIATE Z^

BT UNCLAS E F T 0

All'll CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988 JEH.

HUR KIN

KE JACKSON TEL TO BUREAU'8-19-78.

ON 8-19-78, MRS. AVIS LHEA HUNTER, NEE PRUETT, C 103, 

Ravenwood apartments, 1005 hickory hill lane, nashville, tenn., 

ADVISED AS FOLLOWS J

SHE MARRIED BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, AKA, BILL ON 12-31-74

AT MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, AFTER KNOWING HIM FOR ONLY 5 WEEKS.

SHE’DIVORCED HIM IN JUNE, 1975 AT HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. WILSON TOLD

HER HE WAS 42 YEARS OLD AND HE WORKED AS A JEWELER. DURING THEIR 

MARRIAGE WILSON DRANK FREQUENTLY AND WOULD BECOME CRAZY, RAMBLING, 

AND SILLY, ALTHOUGH NEVER VIOLENT. HE WOULD FREQUENTLY TELL HER 

"WILD" UNTRUE STORIES INCLUDING THAT■HE WAS IN THE MAFIA. SHE LEFT 

HIM BECAUSE OF HIS INSTABILITY AND THE FACT HE WAS RECEIVING DIAMONDS

THAT HE (APPARENTLY WAS NOT PAYING FOR. SHE IS NOT AWARE OF WILSON
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EVER BEING INSTITUTINALIEED FOR CENTAL PROBLEMS, ALTHOUGH HE WAS 

SUPPOSEDLY JAILED AT NEW BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS IN 1975 AFTER THEIR 

DIVORCE.

SINCE DIVIRCE, WILSON CALLS HER FREQUENTLY AND ON THIS

PAST THURSDAY, 8-17-78, HE PHONED AT ABOUT 10 TO 10:30 P.M. CENTRAL 

DAYLIGHT TIME. HER SON, ^^^ AGE 14, ANSWERED THE PHONE BUT SHE 

LISTENED Oil THE EXTENSION. WILSON WAS VERY DRUNK AND TOLD HE

WOULD BE ON TV SOON AS HE HAD KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING. WILSON

said the fbi would arrest him soon then hung up.
THIS WAS THE FIRST TINE WILSON EVER MENTIONED KING AS THE 

TOPIC OF KING’S ASSASSINATION NEVER CAME UP DURING THEIR MARRAIGE. 

WILSON HAS NEVER MENTIONED JAKES EARL RAY TO HER. SHE KNOWS NONE 

OF WILSON'S ASSOCIATES AND DOES NOT KNOW WHERE HE WAS IN APRIL, 

19S8. MRS. HUNTER ADVISED WILSON'S STORY ABOUT KILLING KING WAS 

ATTEMPT ON KIS PART TO GAIN ATTENTION.

ST.
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P'aXi (Lev. 3-24-77)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: 

Teletype 
Facsimile

□ M
PRECEDENCE:
□'Immediate
I | Priority
| | Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET 
□ SECRET 
□ CONFIDENTIAL
EXj E F T 0 
□ CLEAR

DO^

Date_____ 8/19/7?

FM MEMPHIS (UU-1987-SUB M) (P) 

TO BUREAU (49-38861) IMMEDIATE 

CHKUPC IMMEDIATE

UNOLAS E F T 0 ’

BT .

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH

*

MURKIN.

RE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALL OHWM^C 87^W-7 8.

FOR INFORMATION OF CHICAGO, ON AUGUST 18 , 197 8 CENS BARKS - 

PALE, SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., ADVISED THAT ON THZ MIGHT 

OF AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM BURGESS 

AUDIE WILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY IN THZ TENNESSEE AIR 

NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENN., WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED 

THE SHERIFF THAT HE KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1988 

AT MEMPHIS AND HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS 

CITY MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS 3 DAYS PRIOR TO KINGS DEATH. HE 

WANTED TO MEET BARKSDALE AT TEE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISS­

ISSIPPI ON 8/18/78 AND SURRENDER. ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR , 
y./_ /; i ^- J^~ /^ - //^

Approved Transmitted________
(Number) (Time)

Pct
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FBI

TRANSMIT VIA:
Teletype
Facsimile

□ □
 □

PRECEDENCE:
| | Immediate
| | Priority
I | Routine

CLASSIFICATION: 
□ TOP SECRET 
□ SECRET 
□ CONFIDENTIAL 
□ E F T 0 
□ CLEAR

Date ________ .___ __ __  
------------------------------------------------------------------- ._______________________________________________

PAGE TWO PE 44-1987-SUB M) . UNCLAS E F T 0

WILSON TO MAKE AN APPEARANCE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT 

WHERE HE WAS CONTACTED RY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; 

HOWEVER HE DECLINED TO DISCUSS INFORMATION REGARDING THE ASSAS­

SNATION OF DR. KING WITH THE AGENTS. ON 8/19/78 HE AGREED TO 

SEE AGENTS OF THE FBI. DETAILS REGARDING THIS CONTACT MOT 

AVAILABLE TO MEMPHIS AT THIS TIME.

ON 8/19/78 BETTY LOU WADE, BURLESON, TEXAS, WILSON’S FOR- 

MR WIFE, ADVISED SHE AND BURGESS WILSON ALONG WITH THEIR 
£?O.&o H

CHILDREN WHICH INCLUDED ONE DAUGHTER, fiSBC^T, RESIDED IN GRAND­

VIEW, MISSOURI IN APRIL 1968, AMD BURGESS WAS MOT IM MEMPHIS AT 

TIME DR. KING WAS KILLED. SHE ALSO REPORTED THAT WILSON DID 

NOT OWN OR HAVE ACCESS TO A WHITE MUSTANG VEHICLE AND +SR DEBRA 

•ANN JONES, NES WILSON NEVER DROVE ANY VEHICLE FROM KANSAS CITY,

MISSOURI TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE ON OR ABOUT 4/4/68. SHE REPORTED 

THAT WILSON HAS EXPERIENCED MENTAL PROBLEMS FOR YEARS AND 

DESCRIBED HIM AS A "LIAR AMD CON ARTIST WHO CAN’T DIFFERENTIATE 

BETWEEN TRUTH-AND FANTASY." SHE REPORTED THAT DEBRA JONES RE­

SIDES AT- 2628 NEWBURG ROAD, LOT 106, BELVIDERE,- ILLINOIS ,

Approved:__________________ _ Transmitted________
(Numler) (Time)

Pei
Fei/DOJ
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