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UN CL AS
POSSIBLE INFORMATION RELATING TO THE ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, THE NYC WAS CONTACTED BY JIM 

-i_.., 16 RUGB 7 ROAD, CEDAR GROVE, NEW JERSEY, TELEPHONE 

(201) 857-0465, WHO ADVISED BEING EMPLOYED IN THE NEWS

OFFICE OF WNBC RADIO, 30 HOCKERFELLER CENTER, NEW YORK, 

.Jew YORK, TELEPHONE 664-4315, AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING

info :

4Yert ADVISED THAT WHILE WORKING IN THE NEWS cE^j^

WNBC, at APPROXIMATELY 3:30 A.M., ON AUGUST 18
RECEIVED AN ANONYMOUS CALL FROM A YOUNG MALE WHO LjVIA>W 1978
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By JOHN BENNETT ,
From The Commercial Appeal 
Wethington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Rep. Harold Ford (D- 
Tenn.). scheduled to ask the first ques­
tions of Dr. Ralph Abernathy at Monday's 
public hearing into the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr . said Friday the 
FBI will eventually ha ve "a lot of explain­
ing to do" about King’s death.

"I thin1.; as the public hearing gets un­
derway. tire American public will he feel­
ing the same way," Fore said on the eve of 
televised House select subcommittee hear­
ings.

the Memphis lawmaker was briefed Fri­
day by House investigators about the for­
mat and specifics of his questions of Aber­
nathy, the subcommittee’s first witness.

Ford is to spend from 10 to IS minutes 
questioning Abernathy about events sur­
rounding and leading up to King’s death 
on the night of April 4.1955, al the lor- 
rame, Mow] jn Memphis.

King died in Abernathy’s arms.
Like Abernathy, Ford also holds to the 

conspiracy theory and believes the FBI 
helped create a climate leading to the mur­
der of the civil rights leader.

In an interview this week, Abernathy 
told The Commercial Appeal he believes 
the FBI and Memphis police helped “con­
spirators" get James Ear! Pay out of Mem­
phis following King’s murder.

“I think it will be shown, if there was a 
conspiracy, that he (Ray) was a part of the 
conspiracy," Ford said in an interview at 
his Capitol office Friday. “Ail evidence to 
this point leads me to believe Kay pulled 
the trigger to kill Er King.

"There’s also evidence that leads me to 
believe others played a part," he said. “I 
think the FBI lias a lol of explaining to do."

Abernathy said Ray wax him a letter 
from Brushy Mountain Pi .son in Tennes­
see last •week saying be will identify the 
sow ve <u money he toed to flee the United 
States following King’s murder — if he cun 
get a new trial.

(DOhio), chairman of the full House as­
sassinations committee, and by Rep Wal­
ter Fauntroy, the delegate to the House 
from the District of Columbia, chairman 
of the subcommittee probing King’s death. 
.Another subcommittee investigating the 
assassination of President John F. Kenne­
dy will hold healings next month
. Ford will begin his questions following 
the introduction of Abernathy of Atlanta 
as the firs! witness.

Ford said bis questioning will not only 
probe Abernathy’s recall of events leading 
to King's death, but also what he remem­
bers about the FBI’s interest in King's pres­
ence in Memphis before his murder.

FBI “attitudes" about the slain civil 
rights leader will also be probed at the 
hearing.

"1 want to know, did King fear the FBI at 
ail times," Ford said in the private inter­
view. "Did he receive threatening phone 
calls?" .

For example, he explained. King would 
never have stayed at the Black-ov-ncd Lor­
raine Motel where he was lulled had it not 
been for the FBI. ------- —.••

Ford said it was the FBI that circulated 
statements that King would be a ’ hypo­
crite” to stay in the Rivermont in Mem­
phis, thereby causing King to check in at 
the Lorraine.

In a Scripps-Howard News Service story 
Friday, two utinanied committee members 
said evidence collected by investigators 
during the ISmoath probe, includim* 28 
hours of intensive, taped interviews with 
Ray, “leave no doubt" as to Ray’s guilt.

Ray, scheduled to appear Refute the 
committee Wednesday, now claims he was 
an innocent "fall guy" of a conspiracy to 
carry out the assassination, despite origin­
ally pleading guilty to the crime mid avoid­
ing a possible death sentence.

Ray's role in Hie killing is to be explored 
next week and the al legations about the 
FBI are to be the subject of punbe htminf.s 
in November.

Mean vhile, in Knoxville. Ray's brother 
Jerry said reports tut James Earl Ruy was 
actively ilminim. i nothe; attempt to es­
cape ImM Brushy hoiinlian Penitentiary 
are f?»>u.

J' Hv Ray told a Knoxville tele* i inn 
rh-tion that iuve. ii';.;t(1rs fur the ikuma 
/As.-issinatiii’is Co •'.miL'-e I'sEwj the it- 
poll in an c.iori ■•• i;ei hi br< tact timia- 
knv.i to a fuicia! prison.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Belov/)

Ray Repeats Claim / 
Of FBI Conspiracy

By JOHN BENNETT
From The Commercial Appeal
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — James Ear) Ray told 
the House Assassinations Committee 
Wednesday he did not murder Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and claimed be was "ma­
neuvered" into prison in 1969 by a conspir­
acy involving the FBI.

But Ray told nothing new about how he 
got the money to travel for two months 
following King’s murder on April 4,1968, 
or to identity of the mystery man — 
‘ Raoul" — around whom Ray and many of 
those who accept a conspiracy theory, 
build, their claims.

Ray’s first public testimony in the 10- 
year-old case ended abruptly in midafter­
noon when he and his lawyer, Mark Lane, 
complained Ray had had no sleep or food 
in 48 hours. He will resume testimony this 
morning.

Lace claimed Ray was "beaten" by feder­
al prison officials at Petersburg, Va., 
where he had been kept Tuesday night.

Ray was joined tv Memphis lawyer Dun­
es' Ragsdale Wednesday in asking the fed­
eral court in the District of Columbia to 
investigate the claims.

RMtJfan*j? Ford (D-Tenu.), a member 
of the assassinations panel, said he thinks

Ray and Lane were merely stalling for 
time to “regroup'’ from Wednesday's testi­
mony when they complained Ray was 
tired and unable to respond clearly as the 
panel began questioning him following 
his opening remarks.

Ray began his sworn testimony by say­
ing Lane had just examined three FBI doc­
uments which shewed "further evidence 
of possible FBI and Memphis police com­
plicity in the conspiracy to murder Dr. 
King."

One document, dated April 13,1968, to 
former FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover from 
the Memphis FBI office, identified Marrell 
McCollough, a black male and former un­
dercover Memphis police officer, as the 
first man to reach Dr. King after he was 
shot on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel.

Lane, sitting with Ray at the witness 
table, said that sort of information is star­
tling and new and should be investigated.

Lane said it bad previously never been 
known an undercover Memphis police of­
ficer could testify where the. death shot 
came from.

The 1968 FBI memorandum said McCol­
lough “feels" the shot came from the vicin­
ity of the rear or near the boat ding bouse 
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Ray Repels To PaneT 
- FBI Conspiracy Claim

(Continued from Page 1)
at 422'6 South Main, and not from ground 
level.

Dr. Michael Baden, chief medical exam­
iner for New York City, has testified King's 
autopsy, combined with other informa­
tion, placed the shot in the area of the 
rooming house across from the Lorraine 
Motel or the grassy area behind it.

“While your expert witness, Dr, Baden, 
testified yesterday that all the available 
evidence could not fix the origin of the 
shot, the FBI more than 10 years ago estab­
lished McCollough as the expert who 
could," Ray told the committee.

He cited another FBI memorandum 
from the Memphis FBI to Hoover, dated 
Aug. 26,1969, as saying McCollough was on 
the board of directors of the Invaders, a 
black militant group in Memphis in the 
late ’60s..

The FBI memo said McCollough was ac­
tually a Memphis Police Department pa­
trolman from February, 1968, to March 31, 
1969, who by August of 1969 was assigned to 
the department's intelligence unit.

Ray said another FBI document to Hoo­
ver from Memphis on April 10.1968. spell­
ing McCollough’s name “Merril 
McCloughan," showed him to actually be a 
“special agent" of the FBI who participat­
ed in the March 28,1968, march led by Dr. 
King and Rev. James M. Lawson in support 
of striking sanitation workers.

"Therefore, FBI documents prove that 
the first person to reach Dr. King after he 
was shot, the person to establish the point 
of origin of the shot and the most militant 
of the Invaders was a Memphis undercov­
er police officer," Ray told the committee, 
. "McCollough was one of the Invaders 
who, as Reverand Abernathy (Rev, Ralph 
Abernathy) testified on Monday, turned 
the nonviolent march into a riot,” Ray 
said. “Dr. Abernathy was correct in stating 
that they were posing as Invaders, but 
even he did not know that the most active 
of the right-wing radical activists, the man 
who reached Dr. King before he did. was a 
police spy."

In Memphis Henry Lux, who was chief 
of police at the time of King’s death, said 
once again that McCollough was, in fact, a 
city patrolman who had been placed in 
undercover work to help police keep tabs 
on the racial situation in Memphis at the 
time.

' He said, however, McCollough was not a 
member of the Invaders, and that the offi­
cer's presence within the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference movement 
was necessary to help keep a check on 
times and locations of marches.

He was, however, on the balcony al the 
time King was shot.

He apparently left the Memphis police 
force in 1972 or. .19Z.1. Efforts to locate him 
Wednesday were unsuccessful.

Ray said hi^testiraorjy Wednesday was 
“essentially the same" as he would have 
given a trial court in Memphis in 1969" if 
that court would have had the fortitude to 
order a public trial into the murder . . . 
rather than making an in-chambers 'deal' 
with the attorney . . .’’

He said the attorney, Percy Foreman of 
Houston, had capitulated to the wishes of 
commercial publishing companies and 
their special relationships with the intelli­
gence communities.

“In essence, 1 would have told the trial 
court and jury that I did net shoot Martin 
Luther King Jr. just as I am now telling 
this committee," Ray said in the .>9 page 
text he read to the committee. "And, if I 
would have had a lawyer to represent me, I 
could have offered conclusive proof in 
support of the denial."

"I know several large publishing houses 
working with the FBI have offered up var­
ied motivational allegations — which are 
referred to below — to support the govern­
ment's case against me, but it was not I who 
posted Martin Luther King notes suggest­
ing he kill himself.” Ray said. "Rather, it 
was the FBI." ’

Ray said that whatever the committee 
ultimately finds, he will have performed a 
valuable service in "unmasking” the U.S. 
judicial system's operation, which he said 
is in league with "dominant publishing 
companies” to railroad innocent defen­
dants in controversial criminal cases into 
prison.

Ray supplied no new information on 
how be financed travels around the U.S., 
Mexico, Canada, Great Britain and Portu­
gal in the two months before he was cap­
tured.

Committee Chairman Louis Stokes (Ei- 
Ohio) told Ray that for the first time Ray 
has a chance to "tell the American people 
your side of the story and what, indeed, 
happened."

Within minutes Ray was telling Stokes 
that ih the past he had lied in some popu­
lar publications about the King investiga­
tion. "------ -—*

Stokes then reminded Ray that on eight 
occasions the panel staff had spent 40 
hours taking 1.700 pages of testimony from

Ray at Brushy Mountain State Prison in 
Petros. Tenn. '

Stokes asked Ray if he would say that 
testimony was truthful.

"He made a point nothing I said would 
be under oath," Ray replied about the; Ki­
el's staff investigator who took the testi­
mony at the prison. "I know 1 made se veral 
inadvertent errors testifying belote those 
hearings."

Stokes then asked if coinniiltte mem­
bers could assume what Ray said Wednes­
day in his prop.. d statement is true.

“Yes," he replied.

Much of the c.r.es’icniog dwelled on 
Ray's mystery nccomi’i'cr. "Raoul.” who 
lie claims to have met in a Montreal tavern 
in 1967 following hi s escape from the Mis­
souri Slate Penitentiary

It was this mysterious "Raoul" who was 
to help Ray escape the U.S. tn exchange for 
Ray’s help in moving contraband through 
US. customs from Montreal.

He described Raoul to the committee 
Wednesday as about 35 to 40 years old, 5- 
foot-9, with red-tinted dark hair, who 
spoke with a sli/ht Spanish accent.

Stokes reminded Ray that on other occa­
sions he had described the mystery man 
differently.

Ray said bis agreement in April of 1968 
was to help Raoul smuggle rifles out of the 
country.

He told how he hrd bought one of the 
rifles in Birmingham, Ala., which he took 
to Memphis on April 3.1968, the day before 
King was killed.’

Q — Did you handle it physically?
A — Yes. I handled it fairiy extensively 

when be was letting me look at it (the 
store owner).

Q — Did Raoul (handle it)’
A — No . . .

Ray told the committee he had no recol­
lection of the room he stayed in at the 
boarding house across front the Lorraine 
Motel.

Asked if he could have been in the bath­
room where the shot was believed to have 
been fired, he replied, “That's right, I 
could have been.”

Ray recounted checking into the board­
ing heme with "Raoul” on .April 4, 1958, 
and being asked by the mystery man to 
purchase binoculars and an infrared at­
tachment to see by night.

Ray said that after he had unsuccessful­
ly tried to purchase the infrared, device st 
a local sporting goods store, he drove his 
1966 while Mustang to a bar and restaurant 
on Main Street.

He said when he later returned to the 
boarding home he saw people i unaing ami 
a police car at the scene.

“I then veered off to the left toward 
South Memphis, traveling through what 
appeared to be a predominantly black 
community,” he said. "I eventually ended 
up in Mississippi •.raveling towecd New 
Orleans, 1^. It was my intention to phone a 
New Orleans number in my possession and 
have Hie party on the tuber end attempt to 
find out what, if anything, had happened "

Ray said after lie entered Mississippi Lt- 
heard ou the car radii? that King kai been 
shot He said about 15 minut'.s Inter a,- 
other news bulletin i<-mour.cid pobio 
were looking for a white Mustang ana a 
white male suspect. He said he then drove 
all nip,fit toward Atlanta.

Ilir k-M’niony ii*?-’er explained w hy he 
did not jctnin to the scene.
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Ray said he arrived ip Toronto, on April 
6. In early May, 1968, with a passport in the 
name of Ramon George Sneyd, he said he 
left Canada for London. He later traveled 
to Lisbon and returned to Loudon. Ray was 
arrested June 8, 1968, as he attempted to 
depart for Brussels

Stokes reminded Ray that he and 
“Raoul” had actually seen each other over 
a period of 9 months in 3 countries and 10 
cities.

“Did you ever wonder why he wouldn’t 
give you his full name?" Stokes asked Ray.

"1 assume he was a crook,” Ray replied. 
“I never made no effort to know him too 
well.”

“This was a man you were in business 
with, though, wasn’t it?" he was asked.

“Yeah, but it wasn’t a legitimate busi­
ness," _______ ,

Ford said the only part of testimony that 
surprised him was that Ray was “tired" 
and needed rest before he continues today.

“I think they want to regroup and have 
this time for the news media to print his 
side of it," Ford said in the hallway outside 
the committee room, "1 think Mr. Lane is 
trying towrite a book and we’re not trying 
to write a book."

Ford said Ray's testimony Wednesday 
had "contradicted" what he had said in the 
past.

Asked whether he felt Ray would be able 
to shuffle the various contradictions intoa 
single story, Ford replied:

“That’s a good question. I wouldn’t try to 
answer that." " ^
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 8/21/78

Mrs. AVIS LEA HUNTER, nee PRUETT, Apartment C-103, 
Ravenwood Apartments, 1005 Hickory Hill Lane, Nashville, 
phone 839-4495 (unlisted), employed as a hairdresser at 
the Castner-Knott Department Store, Donelson Shopping 
Center, Nashville, advised as follows:

She married BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, also known as 
Bill, on December 31, 1974, at Mountain Home, Arkansas, and 
divorced him in June of 1975 at Huntsville, Alabama, after 
leaving him in May of 1975. At the time they were married, 
WILSON told her that he was 42 years of age, although she 
suspects he is older. She only knew him five weeks before 
they were married. WILSON worked as a jeweler and had jewelry 
stores at both Mountain Home, Arkansas, and Huntsville, Alabama .

During their marriage, WILSON would drink alcoholic 
beverages frequently and after drinking, would become "crazy", 
rambling, and silly. However, he never became violent nor 
vicious and never harmed her. During their marraige, he told 
her numerous wild and untrue stories about himself, including 
that he was mixed up in the Mafia. He told her these stories 
to gain attention and it was impossible for her to give him 
as much attention as he required. To her knowledge, he has 
never been institutionalized for any mental problems. WILSON 
frequently "rambled from drinking". She and WILSON moved from 
Mountain Home, Arkansas, to Huntsville, Alabama, on about 
April 1, 1975.

She left WILSON because of all of his crazy and 
wild stories and also because he was getting diamonds at his 
jewelry store that he did not appear to be paying for. These 
diamonds were brought there by SIMON CLINE of Cline Brothers 
Jewelers, Atlanta, Georgia, phone 404-521-1075. After she 
left WILSON he told her once that he had been jailed in New 
Brownsville, Texas, later in 1975 and this charge supposedly 
had something to do with diamonds. She does not know, 
however, whether or not WILSON was actually in jail there. 
She has had very little personal contact with WILSON since 
their divorce. She does not know if he has ever been actually 
in prison. She also left WILSON because he was always acting 
crazy and was not stable.

8/19/73 Nashville, Tennessee Memphis 44-1937—^
Investigation on _——_^^^__—_^^^___ at ... . _ File -___________________________________

SA ALLEN H. QUIMBY:sle 3/21/73
by —---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------- -------------------------- -Date dictated_____________________________________________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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ME 44-1987 
2

Since their divorce, WILSON has called her fre­
quently, approximately once a week. Ch this past Thursday 
night, August 17, 1978, WILSON phoned at about 1^30 pm 
Nashville time, and her fourteet^year old son 
answered the phone. She told that if th^c^K^^was
WILSON to tell WILSON that she was not there because she 
did not want to talk to him. However, she listened in on 
an extension as WILSO^was talkint^o WILSON was
very drunk and told that H would soon see him on
television as he had killed MARTIN LUTHER KING. WILSON 
referred to KING over the phone as a "black bastard". WILSON 
further told that the FBI would be coming soon to
pick him up and then he hung up. This was the first time 
that WILSON ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING during the 
time she has known him. He also has never mentioned JAMES 
EARL RAY to her. She does not know any associate of WILSON’s 
by the name of MITCH, and does not know any of his associates. 
She has no idea where WILSON was in April of 1968, as she 
did not know him until very late 1974. WILn0N has a son 
named MARK, age about 20, who lives somewhere in Texas. In 
addition he has some member of his family, possibly a sister, 
who in the past has lived at Memphis, Tennessee.

Mrs. HUNTER advised that WILSON’s story about 
killing MARTIN LUTHER KING is not true and is just another 
one of his wild stories that he is telling to get attention.
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