

















SL 44-775

This investigation was predicated upon LYNDA BENNEY,
residing 202 Crosswind Drive, Arnold, Missouri, advising the
St. Louis Office on Augucst 17, 1978, that she had received
several threatening anonymous telephone calls in which the
caller states that she would be "wasted" if she contacted
any official regarding JERRY RAY or his brother, JAMES EARL
RAY. She did not know the oricin of the telephone calls as
to whether they were local or long distance. She stated that
her former husband, JAMES ALLEN BENNEY, who is now deceased,
once robbed a bank with JERKY RAY in which part of the loot
was never recovered.
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COBBLE stated that same evening which was the
evening before Dr. KING's murder, she left Memphis and
went back to her mother's residence in Cahokia, Illinois
and never saw JAMES EARL RAY in person again.

COBBLE stated that two or three weeks after she
returned from Memphis, the bank robbery occurrcd at
Florissant, Missouri, and it was her understanding as related
to her by JIM BENNEY that tie money was obtained to raise
lawyer fees for JAMES EARL RAY.

On the night of the aforementioned bank robbery,
JAMES BENNEY came to visit COBBLE at her mother's residence
in Cahokia, Il1linois. COBBLE went out to the car in which
BENNEY was riding and observed approximately four bags of
money with currency scattered in the back seat. COBBLE
described that car as fairly new at that time, green over
green Charger. ©She recalls that BENNEY had several sets
of registration certificates—and several different sc¢ts cf
license plates for that car. She advised that BENNEY told
her that he was supposed to meet the others involved in the
bank robbery at Memphis, Tennessee to split up the money,
however, he wanted her to Ieave with him and move out to
Portland, Oregon and just keep all the money for themselves.
COBBLE refused to go with BENNEY.

COBBLE recalls that JERRY RAY was apprehended on
the very day of the bank robbery several hours after the
bank robbery. She advised she observed JERRY RAY on
television at the time of his arrest and that she has seen
him on numerous occasions on television subsequent to that
date. She stated that the individual that she has seen :as
identified as JERRY RAY on television is the same JERRY RAY
that she saw at the aforementioned residence in Memphis,
Tennessee,

COBBLE stated that after she refused to go to
Portland, Oregon with JIM BENNEY, he went out there on his
own and started working in a bar. She advised that he was
shot and killed in a bar on November 28, 1971. She stated
that at the time of his death he had only been out to Oregon
several months.
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Mrs. TREEMAN has for several years been active in
the Council for International ¥riendship, Mewmphis. 7This hac
brought her in contact with many international visitore and
students in the Hewuphis area. The house at 1803 ivelyn
Avenue has an apartment located on the second floor, This
apartment hasg been rented to several foreign students and
visitors as well as natives of the United States. She feels
thhat perbaps someone who rented this apartment iu the past
may have made statements critical of Dr., XING, She could
not recall the identity of the person or persons who rented
tiiis apartment in 19Z28, ©She believes that the apartment
was then rented to a couple who came to bMemphis from the
state of VWyomiug,
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leng sleeve shirt, color not recalled, and navy blue

that appneared to match the coat he was carryiang. Le

wear a tie and CCHLEY could not recall ouserving his

any head wear, and did not hear him speak. He appeared

a "foreigner"; however, CONLEY was unable to furnish any
information on which he based this observation, The
individual appeared similar in appearance to the person he
had observed at the Central 3Building Supply Company with
<03 WILSON on the occasion mentioned above and who resided
at the house where he had delivered building materials.

The man who wesided near 3€C3 WILSCN's place of
business was married and had two children. ilis wife, a white
womatll, was about 35 years of age, S5' tall, weighed about 120
pounds and had darik hai She appeared to Be a housewife.

-

CONLLY did not know where the man was cmployed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









HE 44-~1937-Sub i
2

long &lceve shirt, color not recalled, and navy blue paots
that sppeared to match the coat he was carryisg. He did not
wear & tie and CONLEY could not recall chserving his shoes,
any hesad wear, and did not hear him speak. He appeared to be
a "foreigner”; however, COHLEY was unable to furanish any
information on which he based this observation. The
iadividual appeared similar io appearance to the person he
had observed at the Jentral Building Supply Company with

200 WILSON on the occasion mentioned above and who resided

at the house where he had delivered building materials.

The man who resided near 303 WILSON's place of
business was married and bad two children,  His wife, a white
wosan, was about 33 years of age, 5' tall, weighed about 120
pounds and had dark hair. ©She appeared te be a housewife,
CUNLLY did not mnow where the man was cmployed.
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Mre, FREEMAN bas for several years been active in
the Council for International Friendship, Hemphis. This has
brought her in contact with many imnternational vimitors and
students in the Memphis area. The house at 1803 Evelyn
Avenue has an apartment located on the second floor, This
apartment has been rented to several foreign students and
visitors as well as natives of the United States. She feels
that perhape somcone who rented this apartmeant in the past
may have made statements critical of Dr, KING., 8She could
not recall the identlity of the person or persons who rented
this apartment ian 19€68. She belleves that the apartment
was then reanted to a couple who came to Memphis from the
state of Wyoming.
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8/25/78

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987-Sub M) (P)

MURKIN
CR (A)

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an
LHM dated as above captioned "Assassination of Dr., MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., April 4, 1968, Memphis, Tennessee; CIVIL
RIGHTS".

For information of the Bureau, ANNE DODD FREEMAN,
who was interviewed in connection with this investigation,
was an Urban Informant during the period 5/22/68 - 1/12/73,
Bufile 170-3078, ME file 170-1078.

Since logical investigation has been conducted
in reference to this incident, no further action is
contemplated by the Memphis Office, UACB. Memphis will
retain the Memphis file in a pending status due to other
matters pending in the MURKIN case.

A copy of enclosed LHM is being furnished to
USA, Memphis.
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8/28/78

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44~38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987-5UB M) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LEM
dated as above and captioncd as "ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, 1968, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE; CIVIL RIGETS.

The Mcemphls Gffice does not contemplate any investi-
gation regarding information set forth in LHM UACB. Copies of
thig LIM are being furnished to the Butte and Miami Offices for
information since it contains information relating to areas
covered by thoge divisions.,

The Memphis file is being maintained in a pending
gtatus to handle investigation in the MURKIN case not related
to the subject matter set forth in the enclosed LM,

A copy of enclosed LHM is being forwarded to USA,
Memphis, Tenn,
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weapon. He stated that WILSON had never mentioned Dr,
MARTIN LUTHER KING to him prior to August 17, 1978,
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