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dates or details regarding these threats. Mr. HOOTEN is
of the opinion that WILSON is a compulsive liar and that
he had nothing whatsoever to do with the assassination

of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING., He did not know whether WILSON
ever owned or possessed a gun or other weapon but is of
the opinion he did not.
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According to Mrs. HOOTEN, BURGESS WILSON was
seldom gainfully employed but did from time to time attempt
to operate jewelry stores and watch repair shops.

Mrs. HOOTEN described WILSON as a very heavy
drinker; however, she pointed out when drinking he talks
coherently and his movements do not give any evidence that
he is intoxicated. He is a boastful talker and often makes
exaggerated statements in an effort to impress people who
are listening to him. During the time he was married to
BETTY LOU he physically abused not only his wife but his
children and on one occasion held BETTY LOU's head under
water in the bathtub for a considerable period of time,

On one occasion he checked into the Veterans Administration
Hospital at Memphis, date not recalled, complaining of a
heart attack; however, medical examination revealed no such
problem. On another occasion he checked in at the Veterans
Administration Hospital and complained of a crippled leg,
and again the medical examination revealed no problem with
his leg. Mrs. HOOTEN is of the opinion WILSON is a compulsive
liar and believes he had nothing whatsoever to do with the
assassination of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, She could not
recall where he resided in 1968 but was of the opinion he
was not residing in Memphis at the time., She does not

know whether he ever owned or possessed a gun or other
weapon but is of the opinion he did not.
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he was betrayed, he would not surrender, WILSON declined
to furnish BARKSDALE the place from which he was calling
but BARKSDALE believed it was a long distance telephone
call,

At approximately 11:45 P,M, on August 17, 1978,
WILSON again telephonically contacted BARKSDALE and
furnished the following information:

He had a clear conscience, had talked with his
family, and was ready to confess to Sheriff BARKSDALE
alone, He again requested Sheriff BARKSDALE meet him at
the Holiday Inn in Gulfport, Mississippi, at 9:30 A.M,,
August 18, 1978, rather than August 20, 1978, He instructed
BARKSDALE to meet him in the dining room at the Holiday Inn
without his coat on and alone., Sheriff BARKSDALE pointed
out to WILSON that he (BARKSDALE) would have difficulty
meeting him at Gulfport at the appointed time and requested
they arrange a meeting at Jackson, Mississippi. WILSON
countered by informing BARKSDALE that BARKSDALE was a pilot
and had access to aircraft and that he could obtain a plane
and reach Gulfport, Mississippi, in a relatively short
period of time. WILSON declined to meet with BARKSDALE in
Jackson, Mississippi. During this conversation WILSON
informed BARKSDALE that he was then in New Orleans,
Louisiana, and that he could reach Gulfport, Mississippi,
in about one and a half hours,

At approximately 9:45 A.M. on August 18, 1978,
Reverend NOEL FANNON, Pastor, St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic
Church, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, telephone number
875-0654, telephonically contacted Sheriff BARKSDALE and
furnished him the following information:

Reverend FANNON was in a cafe in Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, on the morning of August 18, 1978, having
breakfast, BURGESS WILSON approached him and related
information indicating WILSON had shot Dr, MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., in Memphis, Tennessee, in April, 1968, He
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"SAC TRIMNBACH

SUBJECT: SELECT COMMITTIEE OH THE ASSASSINATION
OF MARTIN LUTIER KING
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)
BUFILE 62-117290

At approximately 8:20 a.m. this date, ASAC PAT
MURRAY called from Jackson, Miss. and advised, in substance, as
follows:

Mr. WILLIAM D. GLADDEN, Rt. 1, Ocean Springs, Miss.
telephonically informed at 1:15 a.m. this date as follows:

On 8/17/78, at 11:45 p.m., he was telephonically
contacted by BILL WILSON, WM, 46 vears of age, an emplovee
of his who requested to meet with him and his wife. Mr.
GLADDEYN said they met WILSON at a card and gift shop GLADDEN
owns, and WILSON told them about heow he killed MARTIN LUTIIER
KING. He went into about one hour of details. Mr. GLADDEN
said he rented part of his shop to WILSON in July, 1973, to
operate a watch and repair service. WILSON said he was
sorry for the expense caused in setting up the business,
but that he had to get this off his chest. He said the Sheriff
at Memphis is the only one he would surrender to. He said the
Sheriff is to meet him at the lloliday Inn in Biloxi on the
morning of 8/13/7§.

Mr. GLADDLN said WILSON is a verv intellipgent man and
dthough he was drinking at the time of this meeting he appeared
to be serious about the killing of MARTIN LUTIER KING.
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After talking tolr. MURRAY, I telephoned Shelbv
Countv Sheriff CLUL BARKSDALL. e was not in, but his Chief
Derutv, A, C. GILLIS, told me the Sheriff wanted to talk to
me this morning about the above matter. Vhile Mr. GILLIS was
on the line, Sheriff BANKSDALD called me and brieflv mentioned
he tad received two telephone calls last nicht from VILSOIN,
and that he was to meet VWILSCH at a Holiday Inn in Mississippi
at 9:39 a.m. this Sunday, where he would turn himself in for
the killing of JAMLS LARL RAY. BARUSBDALY said he wanted to
Furnish the full storv of the conversations he had last nicht
withh VILSOY and T told him I would have an Arent meet him at his

By

office at 9:15 a.m. todav for that purpose.
Imnediately after talkine to Mr. BARIISDALTL, PRureau

Sunervisor DRIV CLARY ) TBINN, was telephonically advised of the
abov; and of the fact that as soon as an Agent interviewed Sheriff
BARDKEDALE we would send an immediate teletype with the results of
that interview, but would conduct no further incquiries unless
instructed to do so by TRILC, Ir, CLAPK recuested that, in
addition to tl ‘We~1nte teletyne, we also include results
interview of Sheriff BADISDALN in an LT with a cover Alrtel.

, a0, PN CLAPY, YRIUD, called to instruct
that any incuiries receive Ll fhis ﬂatter should be acknowledeed
by 'no covnenk,” e those 1 shiould be referred to the
Cepartment of Justice. 11 ,ﬁm; >d T pass this information on to
the Jaclison, liississippi, Tfi shich T did. Tle also said to

tell Sheriff TAPR ’E‘L‘ hat if he desi to consult the Denartrment
off Justice he st talk AAC PODRYDRT L. KLUCH, Tel., 202-73%-23233.

A a.m., SAC TPTBACH telephonicallv informed
! CLATE, Folin at 11:19 a.r., he got a call from POLEPT L.

KTUL@, ALTG, who ;ﬂ. he has been ponderine this matter and has also

been in touch w Deputy £LAC of the Civil Nichts Division naned

JIID TURMET.,  He id althouch he feels there is no valid basis

for BARKSDALL to co to ifississippi to arrest this man he howpes

BARPISDALT will go down and meet with him and tell VILSON, "lLoeolk,

I can't arrest vou, but if vou have information about this matte

we certainly would like to have it. This is a possible violation

of the Civil Richts Statute, and what I would like for vou to do

is eive the information to the FBI." Then, if the man WILSON savs
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he will furnish the information te the FBI, then KLUCE wants him
interviewed by the F3I. If WILSON says he will only give the
information to BARKSDALE, then the Sheriff, of course, will take
the information. KILUCH said if WILSON savs this is not the
arreenent or understanding, that he does not want to be inter-
viewed but just wants to be arrested, then BARKSDALL will not
arrest him but will walk awav. KEUCH asked that T eive this
information to Sheriff BARKSDALE and if the Sheriff still wants
to talk to somebody or is not satisfied with it, then RBAPKSDALI
can feel free to call {TUCHE direct. KOUCH said he would encourage
DARKSDALE to contact him direct, but since we are here in Memphis
and the Sheriff is here we should pass this on ourselves.

KEUCH also requested that we make discreet incuiry
te locate the dauchter in lemphis, but not to interview her or
to let her know we are conducting the incuirv, the reason being
that if we do interview VILSON we will be that much farther ahead
and can then take it one more step and interview the daughter.

I also told KEUCH that in the conversation between
WILSOH and the Sheriff the identityvy of the father-in-law, who lives
in Memphis, came up.

KEUCH said it is their agreement with the HSCA
that new information would be pursued bv the Department rather
than by the Committee. Ile said he has been in touch with the
Committee and is agreeable to the FBI pursuing it.

SAC then informed DREV CLAPX, FBIHO, that unless he
wanted this handled differently we would call Sheriff BARKSDALL
and pass on the message from lMr. KEUCIH, and if he says "I am not
roing, I don't think I should ro,”or whatever, we will ret back
to DRIV CLAFPK to cet back to XLUCH. I think what will happen
is BARKSDALL will say he will be ¢lad to co down. I told lMr. CLARK
we would be cflad to fly the Sheriff down to Jackson and could have
a couple of Agents in the background in the event VILSOM wanted to
talk to the FBI. I informed Mr. CLARPX that I did not want to call
BAPISDALL to offer to fly him down unless I could be sure the FBRILIO
would agree with this. It was my personal recommendation that
even though this man mav have a mental problem we cannot assume this,
and since the Department has asked us to do this and we have no
good reason not to, my recormmendation is that we should fly hir
dowmn.

~3-
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During this conversation with Mr. CLARK, ASAC DLAY
?ezgigneé the pOSilPll}tV that this could be a plot to ret
BAPISDALL, since VILSON wants to be assured RADISDALT does not

have a gun, vet YWILEON wants DARKSDALL to arrest him.

I told Mr. CLARX of the close relationship this
office enjovs with Sheriff BARKSDALL and that we would probably
have Acents with him pursuing the possibility that this is a
setup for BADKSDALE. Mr. CLARK said in view of this the Sherif”
nicht want to consider other ovntions. '

5AC informed iy, CLARI that the Sheriff told
BURL I, JOIISCH of this office that VILSO! had specificall-
1. 1 1 E . . . 1 Ll
ked that the I'BI not be notified of the calls.

T also informed lir. CLARIT that we have a photocranh
of WILSOH (BURGLSS AUDIL WILSOH), who has FBI #879421%. lle ras
last ﬁrrested bv the ilemphis PD in Tlav, 1964, on bad checks. 'l
also have a 1964 photosraph of him which was furnished bv Sheriff
DAFZSDALE. T told i, CLARPK that I think we should po ahead
with the plan above. 1lle said he would consult Pureau officials
and cet bacl to us. o

1 At 11:55% a.m., DRIV CLARK telephonically advised
that we should handle this matter anv way we deem appropriate.

It is noted that later in the day Sheriff BARKSDALE
advised he would not be going to Mississippi to meet with WILSON
but ke would telephonically arrange a meeting with WILSON which
would then give us an opportunity to confront WILSON about his
contention that he murdered MARTIN LUTHER KING.

1 instructed the ASAC to coordinate this with the
Jackson Office so that Agents could intercept WILSON and attempt
to clarify this matter.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 - U. S. Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of: SA THOMAS MAC GIBBS Office: BIRMINGHAM
Date: 8/29/78

Field Office File #: 44-1740 Bureau File #: 44-38861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM (DECEASED)

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

Synopsis: Mr. ALLISON T. WILSON, aka Al Wilson, P. O. Box 23,
Reform, Ala., advised that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON is
his brother and to his knowledge, his brother has
been a confirmed liar and alcoholic for the past 20
years. Mr. WILSON stated that his brother on numerous
occasions has admitted to crimes that he has not commited
when he has been on an extended drunk. Mr. WILSON stated
that his brother admits these crimes in order to get
locked up so he will be able to sober up. Mr. WILSON
stated his brother has told him several untruths knowing
that he knew that he was lying at the time. Mr. WILSON
stated that he and other members of his family have
learned to "turn his brother off" when he starts telling
known untruths.

~RUC-

DETAILS:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It ia the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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her he had not had a heart attack, and she should have
known better than to pay any attention to information
furnished by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. Mr. WILSON stated
his brother had, on one occasion, confessed to a crime
he did not commit in New Brownsville, Texas. Mr. WIILSON
-stated he could not recall the date and crime charged
against his brother; however, he knows he was in Jjail.

Mr. WILSON stated his brother tells everyone
he is a retired colonel from the military and is a Vietnan
veteran. Mr. WILSON further stated the family had recently
sold their father's house and divided the proceeds. BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON received a check for $2,075 and ALLISON T. WILSON
feels that his brother, at the present time, is on an
extended "toot".

Mr. WILSON stated that his brother, until
approximately one year ago, was operating a jewelry store
in Mississippi. He closed this store, and no one heard
from him for approximately three or four weeks. Mr. WILSON
stated that this is the general pattern of his brother's
actions over the past 20 yvears. When things are not going
well, he just walks off, leaves them and goes on an extended
drunk. He recalls that on one occasion, he received a
telephone call from his brother who told him he had just
been elected mayor of Grandview, Missouri. Mr. WILSON
stated his brother is quite persuasive in these matters.

He recalls on this occasion, he had his wife, BETTY,

come on the telephone to confirm the fact that he had been
elected mayor of Grandview. Mr. WILSON stated his brother,
in his opinion, is not capable of committing a crime of
violence. He recalled that when they were in school,

his brother would get into an argument with one of their
friends. His brother would then come to him and tell him
that this individual had made uncomplementary remarks
concerning him in order for him, ALLISON T. WILSON, to
engage in a fist fight. By doing this, his brother

would accomplish his purpose without having to engage

the individual in any physical contact.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copyto: 1 = U, S, ATTORNEY, MEMPHIS

Report of: SA BURL F, JOHNSON Ofiice: MEMPHIS
Date:  AUGUST 30, 1978

Field Office File #. 44~1987 Sub M Bureau File #: 44-38861

Title: ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
APRIL 4, 1978, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis: On night of 8/17/78, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON telerhonically
contacted GIENE BARKSDALE, Sheriff, Shelby County, ilemphis,
Tenn,, on 2 cccasions, He informed BARKSDALE his daughter
drove a white Mustang from Xansas City, Mo., to Memphis,
Tenn,, 3 days before Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING was killed,
WILSON killed Dr., KIRG by firing a shot at him from below
where KING was standing and wanted BARKSDALE to meet hnim at
the Holiday Inn, Guifport, Miss., on 8/18/78 where WILSON
would surrender to him, VERNON HCOTEN, Bartlett, Tenn.,
WILSON's former son~in-law,; received a telephone call from
WILSON on night of 8/17/78. WILSON inquired about the
health and welfare of HOOTEN and his family and terminated
the call., WILSON called JAMES HOOTEN, WILSOW's former
brother-in~law, on night of 8/17/78 and informed HCULILN
he was to meet Sheriff BARKSDALE on 8/18/78 and surrender
to him for the killing of Dr, XKING, WILSON called the
residence of his former spouse, AVIS LEA HUNTER, Nashville,
Tenn,, on night of 8/17/78 and informed HUNTER's 1l4~year-old
son LANCE that LANCE would be seeing him on TV soon as he
tind killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, VERNCN HOOTEN and OPALL
HOOTEN, feormer mother~in-~law of WILSON, furnished baciground
information regarding WILSON. They described him as a heavy
drinker and compulsive liar, JAMES HOOTEN igs of opirion
excessive drinking has caused deterioration of his meatal
ability., AVIS LEA HUNTER reported WILSON drank alcohnlic
beverages frequently and afier drinking would become 'crazy,"
rambling, and silly,

—_—Pe

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is ioaned to your agency: it and its contents
are not to be distributed cutside your agency.
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e wag betrayved, he would not surrender. WILSON declined
to furnish BANKSDALE the place from which he was calling
but BARKSDALE believed it was a long distance telephone
call,

At approximately 11:45 P.M. on August 17, 1978,
WILSON again telepheonically contacted BARKSDALE and
furnished the following information:

IIe had a clear conscience, had talked with his
fanily, and was ready to confesgs to Sheriff BARKSDALE
alone. He again reguested Sheriff BARKSDALE meet him at
the Heolliday Inn in Guifport, Miscissippi, at 9:30 A.M.,
August 18, 1878, rather than August 20, 1978, He instructed
BARKSDALL to meet him in the dining room at the Holiday Inn

without his coat on and aloene, Sheriff BARKSDALE pointed
out to VILSCH that he (BARKSDALR) would have difficuliy
necting hinm st Gulfiport at the appointed time and requested
they arrauge o mecting at Jackson, Mississippi., WILSEON
countered by infeorming BARKSDALE that BARKSDALE was a pilot
and had access to airceraft and that he could obtain a plane
and reach Guliiport, lissicssippi, in a relatively short
period of time, WILSON declined to meet with BARKSDALE in
Jackson, Mississippi. During this conversation WILSON
informed BARKSPALE that he was then in New Orleans,
Iouisiana, and that he could reach Gulfport, Mississilppi,
in about one and a half hours,

At approximately 9:45 A.M. on August 18, 1578,
Reverend ROEL FANNON, Pastor, St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic
Church, Cccan &prings, Mississippi, telephone number
875-0654, televhonically contacted Sherifi BARKSDALE and
furnished him the following information:

Reverend FANNON was in a cafe in Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, ou the morning of August 13, 1978, having
breakfast. BURGESS WILSON approached him and related
information indicating WILEON had shot Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR,, in Mcaaphis, Tennessee, in April, 1968, He
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informed Peverend FANION he was to meet Sherifif BARKSDALE
at the Holiday Inn, Gulfport, lississippi, and requested
Reverend FANNON to follow him to the Holiday Inn. Reverend
FANNON did follow WILSON to the Holiday Inn at Gulfport,
HMississippi, and after arriving there they determined that
Sheriff BARKSDALE was not on the premises,

At this point BURGESS WILSCON took over the
telephone and questioncd Sheriff BARXSDALE regarding the
failure of RBARXSDALE to nmeet with him at 9:30 A.M. on
August 18§, 1278, as he had previously requested., &heriff
BARKSDALE informed WILSON he had been on duty all night in
connection with the strike involving the Memphis Puliice
Department and had not been able to arrange matters so that
he could nmeect with VWILSON, DARKSDALE informed WILICH he
would attenpt to arvange a meeting with him later that day.
VILSON told BARXKSDALE he would stay in the vicinity i the
Yoliday Inn, Culfport, and would contact the desk clerk at
the HIoliday Inn pericdically iun order for BARKSDALY o
cantaet him regarding the meeting, WILSOW furnished
BAEKSDALL telephone number €01-864-4310C as the telerlone
number of the Holiday Inn where he could periedically be
contacted,

RARKSDALE reported that WILSON appeared to be
coherent and Reverend FANNON had also reported to him that
WIISON appeared 1o be coherent and acting normslly,

Sheriff BARKSDALE also furnished information
obtained from the Bureau of ldentification, Shelby County
Sherlif's Ofrice, regarding DURGESS AUDIE WILSGH, According
to records of the Shelby County Sheriff's Office, WIL'ON,
TBI No, 879 421 B, was arrested by the Los Angeles County
Sherifi's Cifice on lay 14, 1964, by the Memphis Police
Department on HMay 26, 1964, ond by the Shelby County
Eberiff's Ofilce on May 27, 19264, and March 24, 1865,
WILSON was also arrested by the Bexar Couaty, Texas,
authorities on Juune 12,1572, for contenpti of court arvising
out of a child support matter in Bexar County. At the
time of the arrest by the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office,
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According te ifrs. HCOTEN, DBURGESS WILSCN was
seldom gainfully caployed but did from time to time attempt
to operate jewelry stores and watch repair sheps,

Mrs, HOOTEN described WILEON as a very heavy
drinker; however, she pointed out when drinking he talks
ccherently and his movements do not give any evidence that
he is dntoxiczted., He is a boastful talker and often makes
exaggerated statenszuts in an effort {o inpress people who
are listening to him. During the time he was married to
BEITY LOU he physically abused not only his wife but his
¢hildren and c¢n one occasion held REITY LOU's head under
water in the bathtuk for a censiderable period of time,

On one cccasion ne checked into the Veterans Adainistration
Hospital at llemphis, date not recalled, ccmplaining of s
heart attack; however, medical cexamination revealed no such
problen, On another occazion he checked in at the Veterans
Administraticn Hospital and complained ¢f a crippled leg,
and again the nedicsl examinzation revealed no problem with
hig leg, Mrs., HOUOTEH is of the opinion WILSEON is & compulsive
linr and believes he had noithiing whatscever to do with the
assassination of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. She could not
recall where he resided in 1963 but was of the opinion he
was not residing in lMemphis at the time, She does not
know whether he ever owned or possessed a gun or other
weapon but is of the opinlon he did not,
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dates or details regarding these threats. MNr. HOOTEN is
of the opinion that WILSOW 18 a compulgive liar arnd that
he had nothing whatsoever to do with the assassination

of Dr, MHARTIN LUTIHER KING. He did not know whether WILSON
ever owvned or possessed a gun or othexr weapon but is of
the opinicn he did not.
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weanon, He stated that WILSOW had never mentioned Dr,
MARTIN LUTHER KING to him prior to August 17, 1978,
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On August 19, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON was
interviewed by SA's K, P, WHITE~-SPUNNER, JR., and ROYCE
DAVID DIGNIGHT at Ocean Springs, Misgissippi. The
following is a portion of the information furnished by
WILSON:

WILSON fliew to Memphis, Tennessee,' in a Bonanza
airplane and landed at an airport north of Ralecigh, Tenressee,
His daughtecr, DEBRA, picked him up at the airport in her 1965
Mustang which WILSON previously purchased for her, DERRA
WILSON and her mother, BETTY LOU, were at the residence of
WILSON's father-in-law at 3095 Ruskin Road, Memphis, due to
a heart attack suffered by WILSON's father-in-law,

WILSON went to the Wonder Bar, Summer and White
Station Streets, where he was approached by two white men,
one having an accent similar fto a Puerto Rican, The two
men furnished him with FBI credentials which had a black and
white photograph of WILSON on it, showed him where KING was
to hold a rally, and then teol bBim to a third floor room in
a hotel on South Main Strect necar Beale Street, Memphis., He
was instructed to be in the crowd at the rally, that a decoy
shot was to be fired, and then he was to shoot., WILSON was
informed that KING had the habit of raising his arms over his
head when making a speech and the second time he did so, the
shots were to be fired,

On the day Dr, KING was killed WILSON was in the
crowd stonding nesr a wooden fence about 60 feet from Dr.
KING, When Dr, KING raised his arms the second time, WILSON
shot him, WILSON had the rifle attached to his belt on a
swivel under a suit coat. The barrel protruded below his
coat but no one questioned him concerning it, After the
shooting he was stopped by the Memphis police but upon showing
the credentials they let him go.
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