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1204 (Rev. 3-3-59) ‘

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Copy tor 1 - United States Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of: SA RUSSELL E. KALIHER, JR. Office HOUSTON
Date: September 9, 1978

Field Office File f: 44-1509 Bureau File #: 44 -38861

Title: MURKIN

Character:

Synopsis: Investigation at Liberty County, Texas, negative
regarding any information concerning a non child support warrant
issued at Cleveland, Texas. BOB SORRELL, former employee,
Hagler Aero Service, Charles W. Baker Airport, Millington,
Tennessee, interviewed and recalled that BILL WILSON flew
into the airport on two occasions, perhaps in 1968 or 1969.

Full scope of interview included in details.

- RUC -

DETAILS:

Investigation in this case was predicated upon
receipt of a communication from the Jackson Office of the
FBI requesting investigation at Cleveland, Texas, for full
details concerning a non child support warrant issued against
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as RILL.

On August 19, 1978, LARRY ALLEN, Patrolman, Cleveland
Texas Police Department, reviewed the files of the Cleveland
Police Department, but could locate no record identifiable
with BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., Date of Birth
ALLEN advised that if a non child support warrant were issued
in Cleveland, it was probably filed through the Cleveland City
Court and warrant issued by Judge GLEN JONES, City Judge.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

, e ] 5 5 > distributed outside your agency,
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis ¥ g Fal/DoJ
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HO 44-1509

The records of the City Court are not available for review until
$ A.M. on August 21, 1978, and Judge GLEN JONES is currently
unavailable.

On August 21, 1978, the following persons at their
respective agencies were contacted with negative results
concerning the issuance of a non child support warrant or any
type of civil or criminal process concerning a BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON, JR.:

GLEN JONES
City Judge
Cleveland, Texas

LOUISE HOUGH
Secretary

JACK HARTELL
County Attorney
Liberty County

Liberty. Texas

LOUISE MORRIS

Clerk

Liberty County District Court
Liberty County,

Liberty, Texas

NELL WHITTINGTON

Identification Division

Liberty County Sheriff's Office
Liberty County

Liberty, Texas

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HO 44-1509

The records of the City Zourt are not available for review until
g AL on August 21, 1975, and Judge GLIN JOHES is currently
unavailable.

Cn August 21, 1978, the following persons at their
regnective agencies were contacted with negative results
concerning the issuance ¢f a non child support warrant or any
tyne of civil or criminel process concerning a DURGESS AUDIEL
WILSOM, JR.:

GLEN J¢ z"“
City Juﬁ
Clcvelunn,

LOUISE HOUGH
Secretary

JACK THARTYLLL
County Attorney
Liberty County
Liberty. Texas
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70)

FEDER’L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of tronscription 9/9/78

1 : Cm

BOB SORRELL, Route 1, Box 260, (Beaumont Colony),
Kountze, Texas, was contacted at his residence where he was
advised of the identity of Special Agent RUSSELL E. KALIHER,JR.
who identified himself as a Special Agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. He was advised that any information
he furnished could possibly be used in a court of law. SORRELL
was observed to be a white male, age 46, who exhibited no :
physical or mental impairments which would prevent his testifying
in a court of law. SORRELL advised he preferred not to furnish
a signed statement but did furnish the following oral information:

SORRELL became personally acquainted with BILL WILSON,
through his, SORRELL's attendance at the Hollywood Baptist
Church in Memphis, Tennessee, which was pastored by Brother
WILSON, father of BILL WILSON. SORRELL had no other association
with BILL WILSON except through contact at church. SORRELL
attended that church as a youngster and continued until
approximately 1858, when his family moved from the neighborhood
and his attendance stopped.

He., SORRELL, had no other contact with BILL WILSON
until after 1967 when SORRELL became employed at Hagler Aero
Service, Charles W. Baker Airport, Millington, Tennessee,
telephone number 872-2261. SORRELL was employed part-time
at Hagler until October or November, 1867 when he became a
full-time employee functioning as a lineman.

SORRELL recalled thet sometime after becomeing a
full-time employee theat BILL WILSON flew into the airport,
exact dete unrecalled, in a twin Beechcraft (D-18) believed
to be red and white in color with possibly a blue stripe.
SORRELL recalled that he, SORRELL, refueled this airplane, but
he cannot recall the time of day that WILSON arrived at the
eirport. As best recazlled by SORRELL, WILSON was wearing
civilian clothing and paid cash for the fuel purchase. SORRELL
and WILSON had little conversation other than a routine greeting.
As best recalled by SORRELL, WILSON stayed overnight and left
the following day, time unknown. SORRELL does not know how
WILSON was transported from and to the airport.

7

interviewed on BI22/78 ot : Xonntze Texas File £ _HO L4_-15089 -

SA RUSSELL E. KALIHER, JR./1hh 8/24/78
by Dote dictoted
3

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
vour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. :
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FD- 268 (Rey. 7-15-75) . .
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

KANSAS CITY MEMPHIS 9/13/78 8/21/78 - 9/7/78
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

MURKIN SA DANIEL BELLICH cjc
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIVIL RIGHTS

|

REFERENCES: Memphis teletype to Director and Kansas City, 8/21/78.
Memphis telephone call to Kansas City, 8&/21/78. (IO)
Jackson teletype to Director, Kansas City, and
Memphis, 8/22/78.
Kansas City teletype to Director and Memphis, 8/24/78.
Kansas City teletype to Director and Memphis, 8/24/78.
Bureau telephone call to Kansas City, 8/30/78 and 8/31/78.

-RUC-

"{CASE HAS BEERN:

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ENGNE ACQUIT
PRETRIA

convic.| SREEY 8R]Fus. FINES ] SAVINGS REcCovERiES | TALS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR K JYES NO
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MCNTHS Rives [ INno

SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

APPROVED

COPIES MADE:

4-Bureau (44-38861)
(}eMemphls (44-1987) (SUB M)
(1-USA, Memphis, Tennessee)
1-Kansas City (44-760)

AL ST A A g

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations

Agency

Request Recd. L
Date Fwd. btf” ‘j o "S/O

How Fwd. 7 Q] 5‘ MEer.-,.)
By ot ml' R

A#* f c44— 5—82469-1  Gro

COVER PAGE
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¥D-202 (Rev. 3-3-59) ‘ ‘

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - USA, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of: SA DANIEL BELLICH KANSAS CITY
Date: 9/13/78

Field Office File =. KC 44=760 44 -38861

Bureau File #:

Title: MURKIN

Charocter: CIVIL RIGHTS

On August 18, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSO! turned himself
over to FBI Agents of the Jackson, Mississippi, Office.
WILSON alleged that he murdered MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
At the time of KING's death, WILSOX resided at 13125
Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri. During the same
period of time, WILSON ownecd a jewelry store in Belton,
Missouri, called Wilburs Jewelry Store. As a result

of doing business as a Jjeweler, he met MITCH ZAMMAR

who he alleges gave him a Japanese Sniper Rifle with
which he killed KING, ZAMMAR admitted knowing who WILSON
was, however, he said he does not know anything about
WILSON's involvement with the assassination of KING.
ZAMMAR only met WILSON once as a result of selling WILSON
a diamond ring. ZAMMAR said that he had five brothers
who are now all deceased. He said that his brother, JIM,
had a scar on his face as a result of an injury sustained
as a infant. WILSON also alleges that a LOU CREWS of
Crews Jewelry Store, Grandview, Missouri, engineered the
assassination of KING. CREWS died of cancer on August 22,
1978, before he could be interviewed. According to FAA
records, WILSON purchased a Bonanza Airplane #4434L from
FISHER Sales and Services on June 6, 1968, DON FISHER,
of Fisher Sales and Services, purchased this plane on

May 27, 1968, from a CORNIE C, MILLER, 9618 Sagamore,
Kansas City, Missouri. WILSON alleges he used this plane
to fly from Kansas City to Memphis. FISHER said that
prior to the time that WILSON purchased the plane from
him, WILSON rented the plane from him on numerous
occasions, FISHER said that MILLER, the previous owner,
never rented the plane to anyone while he was the owner.

Synopsis:

This document containa neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the Droperty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U.S5.GP0:1975-0-575-841
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KC 44-760

MILLER indicated he never rente?

to anyone while he was the owner Bonern
#4434L, WILSON also alleges that he 2r
airport in a Thunderbird owned by hi
records of the Johnson County Banl,

the car was not purchased until Octo
WILSO'® has been described as a con
drinker.
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DETAILS:

Investication was initiated on August 21, 1 !, upon
receipt of an immediate teletype from Memphis, indica that

BURGESS AUDIE WILSO. surrendered to FBI Agents of the Jaclkson
Office., WILSON, at that time, alleced that he assassinated
MARTIU LUTHER KIUG, JR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/2& /78

After being advised of ithe iwentity of the
interviewing Agent, DON FISHER, Fisher Sales and Services,
State Line Airport, Leawood, Kansas, telephone 681-2496,
provided the following information:

FISHER purchased State Line Airport in 1964.
He remembered the sale of a Model G #56 Bonanza to WILSON.
He said he does not remember the exact date, however. He
said he remembers the sale of the plane to WILSON because
FISHER originally purchased the plane from C. C, MILLER,
a retired executive for Western Auto Supply Co. FISHER
indicated that MILLER based the plane at State Line Airport
from the time MILLER purchased the plane until FISHER bought
it from him. FISHER indicated that all the records
pertaining to the sale of the aircraft to WILSON were
destroyed in a fire at the airport last year.

FISHER thinks that WILSON financed the plane
with the Johnson County Bank in Kansas and thinks that
WILSON had a partner named LOU CREWS, who owns Crews Jewelers,
Grandview, Missouri.

FISHER indicated that he thinks WILSON was a
Shriner and also that WILSON drank a lot. FISHER said he
thinks WILSON was a jeweler in Grandview, Missouri. He
could not recall whether he owned the jewelry store or if
he worked for another company.

FISHER indicated that the airport keeps no records
of landings or takeoffs.

FISHER said that if he cannot be contacted at State
Line Airport, he will be at the Lake of the Ozarks, telephone
314/873-5166.

investigation on R/21/78 at Ean&as CI;_YJ Hsouri File # KC ‘4-760

SA DANIEL BELLICH - ikc 8/23/78

Oate gictatea

3

Th i i
is document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI(. 1t is the property of the FB! and is {cared to ypur agency;

ft and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency
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PEOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date of transcription R/24/78

EDWARD BUSH, person in charge of air: izne loans,
Johnson County Bank, Kansas, telephone 362-7000, after being
advised of the identity of interviewing Agent, nrovided the
following information:

BUSH said he searched his files regarding the
financing of a Bonanza plane purchased from a DON FISHER,
BUSH indicated that a BURGESZ AUDIE WILSON did finance a
plane purchased from FISHER in 1968, He indicatec that his
records show that a Credit Bureau check was made on June 5,
1668, He also indicated that the bdill of sale was dated
June 6, 1968,

BUSHE said that WILSON 's applicant for the loan
listed his residence as 13125 Herrick, Grandview, Missouri.
It listed his employment as owner of Wilbur Wholesale Jewelry,
telephone 331=-2500, BUSH indicated that there was no date
on the application..

BUSHE indicated that WILSON signed a security
agreement on June 6, 196E, along with LOU CREWS. He said
on June 6, 1968, the plane was registered listing both TEKEWS
and WILSON as partners. The address of the registration of
the plane was 553 North Scott, Belton, Missouri.

BUSH said that CREWS' application showed his
residence as Hickman Mlls Drive, 0l1d 71 Highway. His
employment was listed as CHpper Manufacturing, BUSH also
indicated that there was no date on the application, nor
was there an address or telephone number for Clipper Manufacturing,

BUSH indicated that there is a letter in the file
dated November 22, 196E, stating that WILSON and CREWS
transferred all rights in the Bonanza #4434L back to DON FISHER,

BUSH indicated that WILSON, on October 9, 1968,
purchased a 1968 Thunderbird from Paul Ford Sales, Inc., Kansas
City, Missouui, VIN 8Y83N138079., BUSH indicated that the date
of loan was October 8, 1968, He indicated that the bank
repossessed the car and disposed of it on July 10, 1970.

investigation on — B/21 /78 at Mj_m_ﬁm:i__ Fie & KC 44-760

oy ——SA DANIEL BELLICH = ikc Date dictated 8/21/78
4

This document contains neither recommendastions nor cenciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
It and its contents are not to e distributed eutside your agency. I

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



L FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) ‘ .;

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/24/78

Date of transcriptior |

After being advised of the identity of ' ::srviewing
Agent, ELLA BANKER, clerk, Grandview, Missouri, ¥t :.ce
Department, telephone 763-3900, provided the follo.ing
information:

BANKER said she has no record of any vioclations
under the name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. She also indicated
that she is not aware of where WILSON was employed.

8/21/78 Kansas City, Missouri KC 44-760

investigation on at Fite #

SA DANIEL BELLICH - ikc 8/22/178

Date dictatec

5

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It 15 the property of the

» FBt and is loaned to your agency,;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency
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FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) J

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

l Date of transcrintion B_/ZL}/']B

After being advised of the identii: o«
interviewing Agent, MURNE ELLIS, Court Clerk. TIrandview,
Missouri, telephone 763-3900, provided the fu..owing
information:

ELLIS indicated that on August 9, 196G, WILSON
received a ticket for not displaying a city sticker. WILSON
paid the fine on August 26, 1969, ELLIS said that WILSON
has no other violations, crimiml, traffic or miscellaneous.
ELLIS also indicated that she does not have any information
regarding WILSON's place of employment.

Investigation on _8/21 /78 «_Kansas City, Missouri Fue s _KC A4 =-TRD

SA DA"TRL BELLICH - 1kc Date dictateg 8!22/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FR! and is icaned to your agency
it and its contents are not to be distributed autside your agency. 4
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FD-3023 (REV. 3-8-77) . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/7/78

Date of transcription

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent, VINCE HARRISON, Manager, Champer of Commerce, Grandview,
Missouri, telephone 761-6505, telephonically provided the
following information:

HARRISON indicated that they had two people that
can be contacted who knew BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. The first
being JOHN CAMPBELL, Chief of Police, Grandview Police De-
partment, Grandview, Missouri, telephone 763-3900. The
second person is SAM LICKTEIG, telephone 765-1991. HARRISON
said that LICKGEIG was on the City Counsel when WILSON ran
for Mayor of Grandview in 19689.

8/23/78 Kansas City, Missouri KC 44-760

Investigation on at

SA DANTIEL BELLICH - dk 8/30/78

Date dictated

7

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FB! 1t is the property of the FB!

: anad is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICON

8/7/78

Date of transcription

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent, SAM LICKTEIG, telephone 765-1991, provided the following
information.

LICKTEIG indicated that he was on the City Council
when WILSON was a candidate for Mayor in 1969. He said that
ARNOLD HOLTON ran against WILSON and HOLTON won the election
by a landslide.

LICKTEIG feels that WILSON was very strange. He
said that WILSON kept a consignment of diamonds in his house,
and that he was burglarized on what seeemed to be a regular
basis. LICKTEIG stated he does not know how he stayed in
business with all his burglaries. He also said that WILSON
appeared to be having family problems.

LICKTEIG said that WILSON lost the Mayor election by
a large volume and does not know if anyone backed him up. He
does not know if LOU CREWS was involved with the election.
LICKTEIG said that one of WILSON's campaign stands was as
follows:

"To oppose school district consolidation, consolidation
would mean our children could and would be transported to
other schools 10 to 15 miles away, and other children from
Kansas City transported to our schools.”

: LICKTEIG said that WILSON attended University of
Tennessee. He also said that WILSON was a member of the
Kansas City Masonic Lodge.

8/23/7 i i i
/23/78 ! Kansas City, Missouri RC 44-760

File &

tnvestigation on

SA DANIEL BELLICH -
H dk Date dictated 8/30/78

8

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FB. It is the property of the FBI

‘ and s ioaned to your agenc
it and ité contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ? .
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' FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) ‘ .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/7/78

Date of transcoiptior |

After being advised of the identity of t.e interviewing
Agent, JOHK CAMPBELL, Chief of Police, Grandview, Missouri,
Police Department, provided the following information:

CAMPBELL said he is aware that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON
owned a jewelry store, but cannot remember the name or location.
CAMPBELL said that before WILSON left Grandview, he does not
remember the date, that WILSON got very paranoid about something.
WILSON hired off duty policeman to guard inventory of WILSON's
jewelry store. Subsequently WILSON auctioned off all his
inventory. The auctioneer was a TOMMY COMPTON, telephone
761-2277.

CAMPBELL heard that before WILSON came to Grandview
he was in some type of business with LOU CREWS of Crews Jewelry
Store, but does not remember the name of the business. When
WILSON came to Grandview, he split with CREWS and leased a
counter from Katz Drug Store, Truman Corners Shopping Center,
Grandview, Missouri. When WILSON split CREWS was real mad
because he, CREWS, got cheated out of several thousand dollars,
and made the comment "If I get a chance I'm going to bump the

son-of-a-bitch off." Subsequently WILSON moved from KATZ and
opened a new store, location and name unknown. CAMPBELL indicated
that on January 6, 1969, WILSON filed for candidate for Mayor of
Grandview, Missouri. He said WILSON was defeated by a large margin
in April 1969.

CAMPBELL was asked if WILSON was capable of killing
someone, and he replied that WILSON was very capable because of
his type of character. CAMPLBELL said that LOU CREWS died on
August 22, 1978 of cancer and that a SAM KAPPERA (phonetic),
officer, Grandview Police Department, a real close friend of
CREWS's might be able to provide more information on the relationship
between CREWS and WILSON.

CAMPBELL said that WILSON was a con man and also that
he was a heavy drinker.

8/24/78 Kansas City, Misosuri KC 44-760

tnvestigation on al

SA DANIEL BELLICH - dk 8/30/78

Date dictatea

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclustons of the FBI. [t s the property ot the FB21 ang s loaned 10 your agency.

it and 1ts contents are not! to be distributed outside your agency.
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. FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70} i \\ )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of trenscription 9/7/78

After being advised of t=: identity of the
interviewing Agent, BOB HADEL of Ha 'e. Jewelers,
12th and Walnut Building, Kansas City, Missouri,
telephone number 421-9606, provided the following
information:

HADEL indicated that he has never heard
of a BURGESS AUDIF WILSON. He also indicated that
he has not heard of Wilburs Jewelry Store.

HADEL was asked if he had heard of a person
named MITCH (LNU) who was associated with the jewelry
store on Walnut Street in Kansas City, Missouri, and
also had some association with ‘a bonding company.
HADEL indicated that the only MITCH that he is aware
of that had any association with the jewelry store
and the bonding company was MITCH ZAMMAR, He indicated
that ZAMMAR had married a DORIS AUSTIN of Doris Bonding
Company, telephone number 621-585%5, HADEL indicated
that ZAMMAR, in the past, use to hanz out at Fechter
Jeweler, 12th and Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri.

He said that a few years back BOB SCERED purchased
the jewelry store from THURMAN FECHTER.

Interviewed on8j25/78 ot Kansas City. Mo. File#KC 41‘-760

by SA DANIEL BELLICH (of1) bore gicores 971778
10

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is looned tc your ogency;

it ond ifs contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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P

" "FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/31/78

1 ‘Dote of tronggription
=3

After being advised of the identity of the
Interviewing Agent, MITCH ZAMMAR, Doris Bonding Company,
731 Ann Street, Kansas City, Kansas, telephone 621-5858,
provided the following information.

ZAMMAR indicated that he is familiar with the
name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON., He said that THURMAN
FECHTER, now deceased, former owner of Fechter Jewelers,
introduced him to WILSON at Fechter Jewelry Store.

ZAMMAR said that he purchased a ring from
FECHTER and subsequently sold it to WILSON for approximately
$300 to $400. ZAMMAR said that this is the only dealing he
had with WILSON., He said he visited WILSON at Wilsons
Jewelry Store twice in order to pick up the payment for
the ring that WILSON purchased from him,

ZAMMAR described WILSON as being a likable
guy, however, he said WILSON was very nervous.

FECHTER subsequently sold his jewelry store
to a JOHN SEREDICH, father of ROBERT JOSEPH SEREDICH.

ZAMMAR indicated that he never gave or sold
WILSON a Japanese sniper rifle or any other weapon.
ZAMMAR also indicated that bhe has never owned a Japanese
sniper rifle,

Interviewed on 8/28/78 at Kansas City. KM File # KC 4"_759

S& DANIEL BELLICH - cjc bore grmres B/28/78

by

11
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/7/78

Dute of trangcription

After being advised of the identity of the
interv: :wing Agent, MITCH ZAMMAR of Doris Bonding
Company, Karmsas City, Kansas, furnished the following
information:

ZAMMAR was asked if any of his brothers had
any scars on their face. ZAMMAR indicated that his
brother JAMES dic have a scar on his face. He said
he had a scar on his right cheek as a result of a
fall out of a baby buggy when he was an infant.

ZAMMAR was asked the names of his brothersas
well asithe years that his brothers died in. ! ZAMMAR
replied that he feels the year that his brothers
died in is irrelevant and something that he did not
have to answer., ZAMMAR did, however, furnish the
names of his brothers. He named the following as
being his brothers in the order from the oldest to
the youngest:

FERRIS, FRED,MITCHELL, JOE, CHARLIE, and
JAMES.

Interviewed on 8/31/78 Kansas Cim MO. File # KC 44—760

by Sk DANIEL BELLICH (ofj) Date dictoted 9/1/78

.Jhis document contains neither retommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1 is the property of the £B! and is looned to your ogency;

it ond its comtents are no! to be distributed outside your agency.
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8/31/78

,l_. . Dote of tronscription

After :2i{ng advised of the identity of the
Interviewlng &3+ ., ROBERT JOSEPH SEREDICH, Fechter
Jewelers, 12tk wod Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri,
provided the feoliowing information.

SEREDICH indicated that he has never heard of
a BURGESS AUDIE ¥W_i.SON. He also stated that he has
never heard of a Wilbur Jewelers or a LOU CREWS.

SEREDICH indicated that he has known the
majority of the jewelers in the Greater Kansas City
area in the past 10 years, however, he has never heard
of WILSON.

SEREDICH indicated that he purchased Fechter
Jewelers a few years ago.

interviewed on 8/28/J8 at K&nsas City, HiSSOUPi File Kc ‘b -160

SA DANIEL BELLICH - CJC Dote dictoted 8/28/]8
13
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of transcription 9/7/78

After be:- wdvised of the identity of the
interviewing Agent. b FISHER, Fisher Sales and Services,
Stzte Line Airport, .cswocd, Kansas, telephone number
681=2436, providel ine following information:

FISHER was asked if BURGESS AUDIE WILSON would
&eve had access to the Bonanza Airplane that WILSON
purchased from him prior to the time of the actual
purchase which was June 6, 1968, FISHE? replied that
yes he would have had access to that particular plane
because he rented it on several occasions prior to the
purchase, FISHE> szid that WILSON rented other plans
that he had for rent such as Cessna 150s, 172s, and
Skyline, FISHEF said WILSON did 2 lot of renting
because WILSON was on the GI program and under this
proxrar they paid ninety percentwnf WILSON's training.
FISHER thinks that WILSON was traning for his commercial
license, .

FISHER was asked if WILSON could have had
access to the plane while the original owner C.C, MILLER
owned the plane, FISHER said that MILLER never rented
the plane out. The first time the plane was ever rented
out was when he purchased the plane from MILLER. WILSOW
said that WILSON and others used the Bonanza because
it was a faster plane than any of the others single engine
type planes he had for rent.

FISHER said in order for him to get paid
for WILSON's rentals, he would prepare a repcrt for
the Veterans Administmtion stating the number of days
and hours WILSON used an aircraft. WILSON sirred
a slip which was an authorization slip and that

interviewed on 8/31/7& Kansas City, HO. File # KC 44-760

S_A DANIEL BELLICH iij) Dote dictated 9/1/78
14
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FISHER was asked i7 he recalled the type
of car that WILSO!N drove back and forth to the a*rpo¢v.
FISHZR said that he did not remember £he type of car,
however, when he was asked if it was =2 Thunderbirj,
he said yes that was the type of car he was drivi
FISHZ" was then asked if he was Zdriving a Th‘“dn“b rd
te the airport prior to the ti-e that WILSOW purchased
1268 ThunZerbird from Paul Ford Sales on October 2,
FISIIZER said he thints that WILSO! drove a
ird to the azirport before tne ti~= he purc
th= plare which was June 6, 19463, FISHZF said th ¢
L0 CREVS also hac a2 Thunderbird and that maybe

WILSO! was using CREVS's Thunderbird.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3

. 78
. Oate cf !.’onscnpvmnML_F‘

After being advised of the identity of the intea:
viewing Agent, CORNIE MILLER, 9618 Sagamore, lLeawood, Kan-
provided the following informatior:

MILLER indicated that he never rented or leased
the plane to anyone while he owned the Bonanza plane. MILLER
said he didn't even allow anyone to fly the plane. MILLER
also said that he was sure that nobody flew it without his
knowing about it because of a recording tachometer off of
which he logged his flight hours. MILLER said that if somebody
did fly it, he would have know about it because the distance
froomXdnsas City to Memphis and back is far enough that he would
have noticed a discrepancy in his log book when he recorded
the flight hours off the tachometer.

MILLER said that when he sold the plane, DON FISCHER,
Fischer's Bales and Services, acted as a selling Agent for him.
MILLER said that the man that was buying the plane through
FISCHER owned 2 jewelry store; however, he could not remember
the name of the person who owned the store.

tnterviewed on 9!?‘/?R ot xagsas ‘:jty Mi"oupj File # _ "~ g‘: A‘_:ls‘)

by SA DANIEL BELLICH (jmm) Dote srcioled____Q/B /78
16
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA DANIEL BELLICH at Kansas City, Missouri, on August 21,
1978

Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base was contacted
and they indicated that all records of former reservists
or Civil Service employees are maintained at the Military
Records Center, St. Louis , Missouri, telephone 314/268-7243,

In indices, computer criminal history and local
checks on the name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON proved negative.

A review of the 1969 Cole's Directory, Kansas
City, disclosed that WILSON was the subscriber to telephone
number SO 1-6526 at 13125 Herrick, Grandview, Missouri.

Review of current directories and inquiries of
information for Belton, Missouri; Grandview, Missouri;

Raymore, Missouri; and Peculiar, Missouri, for WILBUR
JEWELERS proved hegative., All possible spellings for
WILBUR JEWELERS waese searched.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA TONY E. TRIPLETT at Kansas City, Missouri, on August 21,
1978:

The Southwestern Bell Telephone Company was
contacted regarding any information relating to BURGESS
WILSON. SA TRIPLETT indicated that the Telephone Company
has destroyed all records for that period.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA DANIEL BELLICH at Kansas City, Missouri, on August 22,
1978:

The following places were contacted and asked
if they had available a criss-cross directory for the years
1968 or 1969 to help determine the employer of BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON during 1968:

Both Grandview, Missouri, libraries were contacted
at 763-0550 and 252=0950;

Grandview City Hall, 763-3900;

R and L Pol:( Publishers, Kansas City, Missouri,
telephone 756-0425.

All the above indicated they did not have any
criss~-cross directories or any other information relating

to the employment of WILSON.

The Grandview Chamber of Commerce, 761-6505,
indicated they might be able to provide some information
relating to the employment of WILSON, however, said they
would recontact the FBI after making their research.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
DANIEL BELLICHE at Kansas City, Missouri, on August 24, 1978:

A credit check was made at the Credit Bureau of
Greater Kansas City, 906 Grand, Kansas City, Missouri, and
they indicated they had no record of any credit for BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON.

Credit Bureau indicated that if there are no trans-
actions for the past three or four years, all records of a
particular person are destroyed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNIT?‘STA'H’;& D/ RTMENT GF JU‘CE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1-USA, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of: " PERRY F. COLE Office: Dallas, Texas
Date: 9/8/78

Field Officz File #: 44 .-2649 Bureou File #: 44-38861

Title: MURKIN

Character: ' CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis: BETTY LOU WADE, ex-wife of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
states WILSON positively at Grandview, Missouri, at time of
KING's murder. WILSON's two sons, STEPHEN and MARK WILEON,
confirm ¥WILSON with them at Crandview, Missouri, at time
of KING's death. All describe BURGESS AUDIE VILSON as a
liar and corman whe has scrious mental problems. None
have ever hecrd him make allegation that he killed MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. STEPHEN WILSON confirms his father gave him
a Japanese rifle which he pawned in San Antonio.

- RUC -
DETAILS:

This investigation was predicated upon a teletype
from Memphis requesting interview of BETTY LOU WADE, ex-wife
of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1 1s the property of the FI and is loaned to your ayency: 1t @d 1ts contents
Bie not to be distnibuted outside your agency.

YT U.S.GPO:1975-0-575-541
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.‘:DL—RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘

Q/8/78

Date of transcription

BETTY LOU WADT, 233 Smith Street, Burleson,
Texas, telephone number 817/295-2200, furnished the
following information:

She is the ex-wife of RBURGESS AUDIE WILSON.
She has been divorced from VILSON for approximately
five ycars‘ She was marricd to VILION on April 4,
1263, At that time, they wore residing at an unrocalled
ud’rcss on Herrick Street in Grandview, idissouri, and

WILSON had a jewelry busincss at the Hatz Drugstore in

GT&PdVl(W, Missouri. She said the business, known as
Vilbur's Jewelers, wvas subsceguently noved to Delton,
Misscuri, where it was located in o small shopping
center.

WADE said she could positively state that
WILSON was in Grandview, Missouri at the time Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER XING, JR. was shot.

WADE advised that WILSOU has had serious mental
problems for vears, but he declines to scek treatment.
She said VILSCN hos made threatening and haragsing
telephore ca 1o her on horoa occasions over the
past {ive ,c , and her son, JARY VILSOM, had his father
arvesten at L@buygz, TeRes A0 Yerrs arzo as a resuit
of one of *h sa calls and & t¢ non-child support.

VADI dezcribed her cx-husban a liar and con-artist
with seriocus mential problens. he said he cannot

s
Q
-
Ea

-

1
2
C
2
ec

"differentiate between the truth and fantasy, and that

he lives in a dream world mest of the time. She felt
he needs medical attention.

WADE said the following relatives of WILSOXN
could substantiate her evaluation:

Sister LINDA MC GAHE
2002 Tast ngnth Asvenue Horth,
Columbus, Mississippi
telephone number 327-1141;

&

Interviewed on

8/12/78 Burleson, Texas File # Dallag 44-2640

Memphis 44-1987

SA PERRY F. COLE/jeh Dote dictored 8/24/73
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.Sister CHRISTIIE GUNTHORP,
Route 1, Box 36,
Tuiton, !ississippi;
Brother ALLISON WILSON,
Reform, 1%qu9;
Son STLPHER hA‘ I WILSON,
3117 LLVlngStOD,
Fort Vorth, Texas;
telephone number 817/923-90414,
MARK ANTHONY WILSOXN,
514 “outheast Gardens,
Apartment 132,
Burleson, Texas
telephone numbe r 817/225-28%4;
Daughter DEBORAL ANN JONES,
26286 Newburg Road,
Trailer space 10GC,
Belveodere, Illinois,
telephone number 543-9734.

VADE said her ex-husband has never owned or
had access to a white ‘lustan~ vechicle and her daugh ter,
DFERORAI ANX, never drove sucn a vehicle from Kansas City,
tlissouri, to Memphis, Tennescec.

VADE advised that BUNGESS AUDID WILSOX has been
known to carry 2 .32 pistol in the past, and she does
consider him d“ngerouu.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



‘DEP/\L BUREAU CF lN\.’ESTiGATiON.

Date of transcripno:
/ / (U

BETTY LOU VADE, 203 Smith Street, Rurleson,
Texas, was telephonically rczontacted znd furnished
the following:

She aov . her visit tc Memphis to
see VIDNON IS L The Lartist Hospital was several
veeks artor tne Tw- P f”T"ﬂ KING murder. She felt
that her doucbter vas p :il:ly con euw about the tire,
hyecause there vas otill lct of punlicity on the television
and in the nevspapcxu concerning the investigation.

WADE confirmed th she was in contact with
WILSON by telephonce while 12 was vigsiting her father
at Memphig, Tennessce., Sh uaid che does not recall
whether she called him or he called her; however, she
said WILSON would usually call her on such occasions.

VADE confirmed that VILSON did buy their daughter
a cream colored !Mustang in Fobruary, 10088, but says he
rnever drive the vehicle on cav trips to her tnowledse
or '0001*CCL10“. WADL ocoid ier hushand had a new rcd
Thunderbird at that time and alwavs drove that vehicle.

YADE T rined that her ex-husband, RURGLSS
AUD TILSON, wos v :ir Lome in Grandview, )insouA*,
at t“- 1 JSARTIN LUTIER KI0G, JR. was nmurdered.  She
further advised that she has never henyd VILSON node any
statement that he killed XINT. WADE .zid she has heard
WILSON make allegations concerning other news stories
written up in the news media, but she connot recall him
ever alleging that he was responsible for the murder of
Dr. KIKNG.

interviewed on 8/20/78 at ~]c Toxas P Dallea—ddws

Memphis

Dote diclated

877a77
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FemERa) aunTaI AE IMVESTISATION

Dote of transcription

a/8/75

aoM, 3117 Livingston,
¢ number 817/023-9414,

STEPIIIT WAYNT WIL
TFort Vorth, Texas, tclephon
furnished the following:

He is th~ son of BURGESS AUDILE WILSON. IHe
said he would have been fifteen years of age at the tine
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHLR IIING's nurder, and does recall
hearing about his death and watching newscasts concerning
it. Le said he remembers the entire family was at home
in Grandview, ‘lissouri, at that tine. Ie further advised
that his father, LURGDSS AUDIL VILSON, was definitely
home at that time. WILSCH s:.id there was no way his
father could have killed I, because he was in liissouri
at that time.

YILSO confirmed that his sister, DEBORAH ANY,
was given a liustang by their father, but stated the
“vehicle remained at Grandview and was never driven to
Memphis, Tennessee. VWILSCH coniirmed that his father
did drive the velhicle on occasion, but it was primarily
driven by DIDRORAII ANN. WILSON eiad he recailed the
vehicle to be light blue in color and a 19€5 nodel.
WILSON s2id when he got out of the military
service in Janunry, 1078, he went to San Antonio, Texas.
I'e said his Father was i1iving at Hew Brauniels, Texas,
at that time and was wlaced on provation there for some
kind of criminal offense. WILSON said that after his
father was placed on probation, and because of his knovn
alcohol addiction, he went to New Braunfels and picked
up his father and took him back to San Antonio, Texas,
where he was placed in the A:coholic Rehabilitation
Clinic for three or four davs to try to get him "dried
out'. At this time his father's mental state was not
rational. lHe said after his father vas released fron
the clinic, he tock him home. VILSON said his father
stayed with him for several weeks but was asked to leave
after it was discovered he vas drinlking alcohol during
the day and had made numerous long distance telephone
calls to his ex-wives and girl friends.

G

interviewed on_ &/ 20/78 Tort Vorth, Texas fie s Dallas 44-20646
Hemphis 44-1087

¥

SA PIRRY F. COLE/jeh 8/24/)75

Date dictated
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WILSON said his father has been known to
make threats and has physically and verbally abused his
wife and children Tor many vears; however, he has never
known him to be violent with anyone else. WILSON said
he has never heard his father make any statement that
he killed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER I'ING, and was of the opinion
that he would not bhe cepnable of such an act.

WILSON eaid he last saw his father at San Marcos,
Texas, in January, 1978, when he and MARK had dinner with
their father. VILSCHN said his father scemed to be doing
alricht at this time, he seemed happy and there was no
"indication of any problems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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‘ED[RAL BUREAU OF IN\/ESTIGATION.

Joste oL

0/5/7%

MARK AMTICTY TILCST, 514 Southeast Cardens

Apartment Number 132, Burleson, Texas, furnished the
following information:

e is the son of IJRGESS AUDIE WILSON. He
said his father is a very sick man and may even be
incsanc. Lie was advised of his father's allegation that
he killed JARTIN LYUTHER KING, and WILSON said his father
could not ilvo done it, hecouse to the best of his
recollection, DURGISS VILZC! was at home in Grandview,
Missouri, at the time of the KIUG killing. VWILSON said
his father was babvsitting with him and his brother,
STEPLEN VILSGCH, at the time and he thinks his mother and
sister were in Memphis, Tenn2ssee,visiting his grandmother.

WILSON confirmed that his sister had a white
1865 NMustanyg vehicle at that time. le said BURGESS WILSON
would drive the vehicle on occasion primarily to instruct
DEDORAH ANN to drive. Ile did not recall the father ever
naking any trip *o Memphis, Tennessee, in the Mustang.

TILEON described his fa her as a habitual liar
who alwavs wanted to ke sonedne important. e said his
father i< an alcoholic who tdinho the whole world is
crazy and he 1s the only sane person.

WILSON confirmed his father was a private pilot
and said he used to own a Ionanza aircraft when they
lived at Grandview, liissouri.

He said he has never heard his father make any
allegation that he killed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

riieeed on 8/20/178 : Burleson, Texas =Dallas 4ﬂ—2
Memphls 4 -

SA PERRY F. COLE/jeh Dote dictyre ] 8/24/78

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PN

TIITAU NP INVESTICATION

te of transcription

Durleson,
vised of the
secial Agent of
ntacted regarding

father, that he

vas explained

e had shot
eddition,

£r VY 1T Y N/ = A1,
AR U £L‘(1J .', -)}._-'r

identity of SA GuRALD LUV
the FTRI. le was advicaﬁ e vag
the statpmﬁnt oF

his end then

Doctor RIUG.

He personally had no knowledze of any of his
father's firearms as he bzd no interecst in guns. He

fore, could not vnvify whether his father ever owned a

Japanese sniper rifle.

there-

T Towm

He is not posit i >

er had flown to 1l LY creveinl airliner
o in ] : at the time

r grondparents a3
RIG vas killed.

8/21/78 __,_ Dallas, Texas Dallas &4

-2G49

Interviewed on

8/25/78

SUPERVISORY Sh GIRTT. LIS GLATY/zes

by

0 8

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Mrs

BETTY LOU WADE,

C;E “v‘v{{. )i.«v;’l\h(l.

Dsate of transcription

233 smith Road, Burleson, Texas,

was contacted telephonically and advicsed of the identity of SAa

GERALD I°7ITS GEARY as a Specind

ragent of the F2RI.

che was ad-

vised that she was hﬂing recontacted regarding the statements

of BURGEZDS

T

Revaercnd AR

that BURGESS
KIG with a
had no recol
She stated
would mean
prokably b
is certain th

focrmer husbhand,
It wa

o0, her

‘roa S UNGRES
wned sucl a weap
time pozriocd. £
would have bheen aware if hs

that he had killed

-

as evplained to Mrs. WADR

e that he had kjllmd Reverend
vritle. e

vicsed that she

ctated che
1d purchased

or obtained the wearcn while they were living togc ther,

Iriterviewed on

by

SUPERVISORY SA GERALD LEWIS GRARY/gcq

_8/21/78

oo Dallas, Texas

Date dictated

9

it and its contents are not 10 be distiinulca outside your aocency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AE OINVEGTIN ATIAN

riitne oAy

PrenTaeg

of

ed

dvis

(<3

cally and

10Nn%
WA

1
i

[
@
e

~

d t

PSRN &

L

o

A

[V

T A

L

4

dvised

1

Y3

T7.200 T,
ke A

r

o

- S ey
Il A9 M
e TXT L

-

~
£
A

C 3015

SN
Adinas

C

very

LT
B S ol

v Lleave

s

oAl

2 e

rived cn

wWorn

rygTy

AL

[ R

by
e

[

> for

4 LI

14
L4

oL

15 1o re

-
[gs

Jie hu

Interviewed ¢n

GERALD LUVIS

SA

WISORY

e
¢
L

SUPE

mared

Late o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



¥FD-263 (Rev. 7-15-75)

FEDERAL QUREAU

orF INvE@TIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

JACKSON

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MEMPHIS

DATE

9/12/78

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

8/18/78 - 8/23/78

TITLE OF CASE

JAMES EARL RAY, aka;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
VICTIM

REPORT MADZ BY TYPED BY

SA WILLTIAM E. BOQTH, JR. lrm
CHARACTER OF CASE

CR -~ CONSPIRACY (B)

REFERENCE

Jackson airtel to Bureau, dated 8/21/78.

- RUC -

bl
A

ADMINISTRATIV?

In the interest of brevity, numerous teletypes generated
by this investigation are not included in above references.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

ECKNONE

ACQUIT-

CASE HAS BEEN:

convic, SFVEETR%,?;E:. FUG. FINES SAVINGS

RECOVERIES TALS

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [_JvEs [¥]no
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER 5IX MONTHS (Jves ¥no

SPECIAL AGENT

APPROVED IN CHARGE

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE:

4 - Bureau (44-38861)

/3~ Memphis (44-1987 Sub M)
~~ (1 - USA, Memphis, Temn. )rw L
1 - Jackson (62 S544.)

. of.

ﬁtvﬁf

A

Disseminotion Record of Attached Report

Motations

Agency

Request Recd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

Zgi;;jifima%ﬂxz',,

By

A%

c43—16—83489-1

Qpro

COVER PAGE
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNI’Q STATES DEPARTMENT OF JQI‘ICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copyto: 1 - UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Report of: SA WILLIAM E, BOOTH, JR. Office:  JACKSON
Date: September 12, 1978

Field Oifice File #: Jackson 62-544 Bureau File #: 44~38861

Tile: JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS -~ CONSPIRACY

Synopsis: BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., claims that he is '"man that murdered
MARTIN LUTHER KING" and conveyed this admission in recent past
to at least eight non-law enforcement personnel (confirmed by
enclosed interviews). WILSON arrested 8/18/78, by Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, Police Department on probation violation from New

Braunfels, Texas, PD and remanded to custody of Texas authorities
on 8/23/78. WILSON variously described by relatives and
associates as a quiet man, intelligent and coherent, while

also at the same time, a 'problem drinker' who, while under the
influence of alcohol, loses contact with truth and reality.

- RUC -

DETAILS:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840
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WILSON told CGLADLEN that he was not sovry he
the KING Lilling since the T:::.‘"cﬂ better off™,
in their conversation WILSORN & he vas
pulled the trigeger,

WILSON teld the DDENs that the Sheriff of Memphis
had talked to him on the 'JJTUUHE and had agreed to meet
WILSON in the owaDQVL, TLssissippi, Fo]id"y Inu the morning
of August 18, 1978 WILSON pocuLaLcd that he would probably
be allowed to thQ a television set in his cell and would
probably be allowed to repair watches or give instruction
in watch repair while in prison,
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the RING murder
~ had been wrecently shown on television
sketch was almost an exact lilwenes

AV A RSN B

caid that ne has a sister in Fulton,
;ssipp“ *x; telephoned him in Oceoan Springs after the
by v oon teilovision saying that the uhuuCH looked
xch“y 3?ke i According to WILSON he called his sister
and other momberse of his family to let them know he was
turnisng hinself in.
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