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, FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) . .

Copy

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

to: .
° S. Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee

SA DANIEL BELLICH Kansas City

Report of: Office:

Date:

9/21/78

Field Office File #: KC 44-760 Bureau File #: 44-38861

Title:

Character:

MURKIN

CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis: In the course of his jewelry store business, BURGESS

AUDI WILSON alleged he met a white male Italian in late
1960s who operated a jewelry trade shop on Walnut Street in
Kansas City, Missouri. WILSON alleged that this male later
introduced him to another Italian, MITCH (LNU), approximately
5'10", 190 pounds, black wavy hair, and had some business
connection with a bonding company. BOB HADEL, Hadel Jewelers,
said he heard of a person named MITCH (LNU) associated with
a jewelry store on Walnut Street in Kansas City, Missouri, and
also had some association with a bonding company. HADEL indicated
that the only MITCH of whom he was aware having any association
with a jewelry store and bond company was MITCH ZAMMAR. HADEL
indicated that ZAMMAR used to hang out at FECHETER Jeweler, 1l2th
and Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri. HADEL said that a few years
back, a BOB SEREDICH purchased a jewelry store from THURMAN
FECHTER. Both ZAMMAR and SEREDICH were subjects of prior Kansas
City FBI cases. Both were subjects of KC 92- violations,
anti-racketeering. Both men have arrest records.

-RUC-
DETAILS:

Investigation was initiated on August 21, 1978, upon
receipt of an immediate teletype from Memphis indicating that
BURGESS AUDI WILSON surrendered to FBI Agents of the Jackson Office.
WILSON at that time alleged that he assassinated MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U.S.GP0:1975-0-575-841
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GERTRUDE E, KULP, Mother

GEORGE KULP, Father

Residing West Burlington,
Iowa
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

Blny (173-2) (RUC)
N S 116531

Re Kansas City airtel to Bureau, 8/9/78, and
Memphis airtel to Bureau, 8/28/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the origlnal and three
copies of LHM captioned "ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., APRIL 4, 1968, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, CIVIL RIGHTS."

Enclosed for Memphls 1s one copy of same.

No further mvestigation is being conducted by
the Butte Division,

~ Bureau Enc.
- Memphis (Enc. o)(AM)
1 - Butte
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FD.36 (Revt 3-24-77) !
FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE.: CLASSIFICATION:
[ Teletype ] Immediate 1 TOP SECRET
{7 Facsimile 3 Priority [ SECRET
(] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL
EFTO
[J CLEAR

PAGE TIVE E 44-1987-SUB M UNCLAS E F T O

ADMINISTRATIVE:
RE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALL TO BUREAU, NOV. 21, 1978.
LHM WILL FOLLOW.

BT

Approved: Transmitted

(Mumber? {Time) FBI/DO)
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ME 44-1987-SUB M
2

told the SCJ officinls JONES had invited him and LANE to
visit him, which is nst true. RAGSDALE later told JONES it
was necessary for him to tell the jail officials this in
order to obtain wermission to see JONES. After JONES signed
a memorandum preparcd by SCJ officials indicating his
willingness to see RAGSDALE and LANE, the jail officials
allowed them to visit with him.

LANE opened the interview by asking, 'Would you
take $1,000 to put some hot news on the front page?'".

JONES asked, "What kind of news?"., LANE said,
“"You know the I'BI wes harassing Dr. KING." JOKNES said,
"No, I don't know. Dr. KING had personal business. I was
Dr. KING's drives." LANE asked, "Don't you think the FBI
set up the plet te kill Dr. KING?Y. JORNES gaid, "I don't
know who set up the plet and I don't know who killed him."
LAVE eaid, "I'm going to get you bofore the Committee and I
want you to tell the Comwmittee that VALTER FAURTROY,
representative fxrom the District of Ceolumbia, and Dr. KING
had wouwen 1living at the Lorraine Motel. Wag that true?".
JORES answered, "I don't know whethexr that was true."
LANE stated, "The man you described running from the scene
dressed in sowething white - don't yowu think it was the
FRI7". JORES said, "I don't know who it was." LANE said,
"fhe ¥FBI put the woman in the crasy house to keep her from
testifying she saw the ¥FBI around the building before the
shooting took place. Don't you think the FBI has gotten
hold of FAUNTROY to keep him quiet and from bringing the
FBYI to testify before the Committec?™.

JCNES is of o ] , LANE wants him
to testify hefore the H cct Committee on Assassinations
(HSCAL) provided he testifics at the FBI helped kill Dr. KING
and prefers JONE3 not testif

Following the appearance of Mr, RAGSDALE and
Le

Mr. LANE at the SCJ, they procecded to the lorraine Motel
where they held a press conference. At this conference

Mr, LANE announced he had met with SOLOMON JONES, the
chauffeur of the late Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KIRG, JR., but

that Mr, JONZS weuld be unable to accompany him at that time.
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The following day & ncws release attributed to LANE
contaitned information to the effect that JONES is a key
witness to the killiny of Dr., KING and that the HSCA would
not let hinm testify becouse his testimony would destroy. the
Committee.

Also on the following day, Mr., RAGEDALE renorted
that Congressman FOED knew there was a cover-up in connzsction
with the death of Dr. KING. Cengrescsuan FORD responded that
this was a political stunt on the part of KAGSDALL.

JONES' wife, ELIZADETH, and mother-in-law, MACGGIE
MOORE, have hersrd a radio broadcast on Mewmphis radio station
WDIA wherein it was rveported that WDIA has received a letter
from LARE stating he was ncting as an attorney for JONES.
The lotter also stated that JORES would be in danger if he
appeared as & witness before the HECA,

not w, has never been and will never be
retained as an attorazy by JONIE, JONES was subpoenaed by
the HSCA and o
January 17, iz appearance was canceled due o the
' i JONES was informed by the
Commsittee he woul subpcenaed at a later date but has
not teen subsequently subpoenacd.

On Novembeyr 22, 1278, JORES furnished a written
statement which is as follows:
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Memphis, Teuncssce
November 22, 1973

// o]owon Jones, Jr., make this frece an

vo]unb oy statement to Burl F. Johnson and Jaues
who have identifi&d themsclves to me as Special A
the Yederal Durcau of Investigation (FBI). No th
promiscs have been made to induce me to make a st
I realize any statement I do make may be used in
of law,

ently serving a jail sentence
Shelby County Jail (SCJ), iemphis, Tenness
convicticn on on eudczxlemcnt charge.
is located at 882 JFfaxon Strect, Meowphis,
Prior to the incarceration I was employed b_",’ thc
Bonding Company, €5 RNorth Sccond Strcet, Mpmu“i,

operated hy HNeils

A. Davis
gents of
reats or
atemnent,

a court

Hugh

In 1968 I served as chouffcur for Dr. Martin

Jather Wing, Jr., while Dr., Xing was in Meuphis,
present at the Lerraine Motel, Memphis, on fpril
and vas standing near Dr., King when be was Killed

date., Immediately after Dr. King was shot ¥

ivdividual dressed in something white moving

I was

building across the strecet on the west side of the Lorrains

Motel., This is the divection from which I heayd

a noisce

that was apparently the sound of a sun ghot. 1 do not kn

2
¥

the identity of this individunl,
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‘ On an unrecalled date, Wayne Emmons, my attorney,
who h{g an office at 100 North Main Street, Mcuphis,
telcphone number 523--7788, informed me that Duncan Ragsdale
was attempting to locate me for Mark Lane, an attorney.

2

Ragsdale was a candidate in the 1878 clection campaign

opposing Congressman Harold Yord for U.S. Represcntative

in the congressional district in Memphis represented by

Mr. Yord. Ragsdale learned Y was incarcerated at the SCJ.
On an unrecalled date, approximately 350 days ago,

Ragsdale and Mark Lanc made an appearanbe a2t the

requested permission of SCJ officials to
teld the SCJ officials X had ianvicved bim and Laue to visit
ne, which is nhot truc. saale Jater 1a 7“ T was
necesséry for him to tell the jail officials this in order
to obtain permission to sce me. After X Sigged a memorandun
prepared by SCJ officials indicating I was willing to see
Ragsdale snd lanec, the jail officials allowed thew to visit
with ne.

Lane opcined the interview by asking, "Would
tuke $1,000 to put some hot news on the front‘pagé?”.
£

Y

I asked, '"Vhat ki of news?". Lane sai "You
know the ¥BY was barassing b ing I said, "o, I don't
know. Dr. Xing had personal business, Y was Do, Kiné’s
driver." Lane asbked, '"Don't you think the ¥BI set up the

0, T osaid, "I don't hkuow who sct up

>

plot to kill Dr. Xisg

the plot and I don't know who killc? hige Lane said,

v
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"I'm going to get yourfefore the Committee and I want you

, AL wal TER 3
to tell the Committed thatg Fauntroy and Dr. King had women
living at the Lorraine Motel. VWas that true?". I answered,
"I don't know whether-that was truc.'" Lane stated, "The
man you described running from the scene dressed in
something white -~ don't you thiuk it was the F31I7Y"., I saiaq,
"I don't kuow who it wase.,'" Lance said, "The B3I put the
voman in the crazy house to keep her from testifying she saw
the FBI arcund the building before the shooting took place.
4

Don't you think the Y31 has gotten hold of Tauntroy to keep

hin quiet higey singinoe the 2T to testily before the
Committee”

I understand tbe Committec rcfcrred”fo
Lane to be the House Sclect Committee on Assassinations
(ISCA) and that i, Yauntroy i s he presentative fron
Distirict of Columbia,

I am of the impression that Mr. Lane wants v _to
testify before the HSCA provided I testify that the ¥BI helped
kill Dr. King and prcefers I not testify otherwisc. )

Following the appearance of Mr, Rags€dale and
Mr. Lane at the SCJ they proéccdod to the Lorraine Motel
where they held a press conference. At this conference

Mr. Lane announced he had met with Solomon Jones, the

chauffcur of the late Dr., NMartin lutber Xing, Jr., but

o~

that Mr, Jones would bhe unable to n7fgnpa*f him at. that tine.

[

¢
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Thef following day a news reclcase attributed to Lane contained

information to the effect that I am a key witness to the
killing of Dr. Kiné and that the HSCA would not let me
testify because my testimony would destroy the Committee,

My wife, Elizabeth, and mother-in-law, Maggie
Moore, have heard a radio broadcast on ilemphis radio station
WDIA wherein it was rcported that WDIA has received a letter
from Lane stating he was acting as an attorney for mc. The
letter also stated that I would be in danger if 7 appeared
as a witness hefore the ISCA,

Lane is not now, has never been and will never
retained as an attorney by me I was subpocnaed by
and wvas schoduled to appear a5 a witness on January
This appearance was cenceled Gue to the .dcath of DBenator

jumphrey. I was inforued by the Committee I would be

subpoenaed at ?fjdpky date but I have not bheen subgsequently
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On Novembher 22, 1278, JONES orally advised
that DUNCAN RAGSDALE confined his remarks to statement
gsbout Congressman HAROLD FORD having linowledge of a cover-
up in connection with the death of Dr. KING.

Mr. JONES stated that the written statement
represents an accurate report of the information he recalled
on the occasion of his interview by kr. LANE. He stated he
is concerned about the safety and weliave of his fdm?ly and
vanted the ¥BI to kncw of hic concerns.
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ME 44-1987-SUB M

told the SCJ officials JONES had invited him and LANE to
visit him, which is not true. RAGSDALE later told JONES it
was necessary for him to tell the jail officials this in
order to obtain permission to see JONES. After JONES signed
a memorandum prepared by SCJ officials indicating his
willingness to see RAGSDALE and LANE, the jail officials
allowed them to visit with him.

LANE opened the interview by asking, '""Would you
take $1,000 to put some hot news on the front page?'.

JONES asked, "What kind of news?'". LANE said,
"You know the FBI was harassing Dr. KING." JONES said,
"No, I don't know. Dr. KING had personal business. 1 was
Dr. KING's driver." LANE asked, '"Don't you think the FBI
set up the plot to kill Dr. KING?", JONES said, "I don't
know who set up the plot and I don't know who killed him."
LANE said, "I'm going to get you before the Committee and I
want you to tell the Committee that WALTER FAUNTROY,
representative from the District of Columbia, and Dr. KING
had women living at the Lorraine Motel. Was that true?".
JONES answered, "I don't know whether that was true."
LANE stated, '"The man you described running from the scene
dressed in something white - don't you think it was the
FBI?'", JONES said, "I don't know who it was.'" LANE said,
"The FBI put the woman in the crazy house to keep her from
testifying she saw the FBI around the building before the
shooting took place. Don't you think the FBI has gotten
hold of FAUNTROY to keep him quiet and from bringing the
FBI to testify before the Committee?".

JONES is of the impression thatMr. LANE wants him
to testify before the House Select Committee on Assassinations
(HSCA) provided he testifies that the FBI helped kill Dr. KING
and prefers JONES not testify otherwise.

Following the appearance of Mr. RAGSDALE and
Mr. LANE at the SCJ, they proceeded to the Lorraine Motel
where they held a press conference. At this conference
Mr. LANE announced he had met with SOLOMON JONES, the
chauffeur of the late Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., but
that Mr. JONES would be unable to accompany him at that time.
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The following day a news release attributed to LANE
contained information to the effect that JONES is a key
witness to the killing of Dr. KING and that the HSCA would
not let him testify because his testimony would destroy the
Committee.

Also on the following day, Mr. RAGSDALE reported
that Congressman FORD knew there was a cover-up in connection
with the death of Dr. KING., Congressman FORD responded that
this was a political stunt on the part of RAGSDALE.

JONES' wife, ELIZABETH, and mother-in-law, MAGGIE
MOORE, have heard a radio broadcast on Memphis radio station
WDIA wherein it was reported that WDIA has received a letter
from LANE stating he was acting as an attorney for JONES.
The letter also stated that JONES would be in danger if he
appeared as a witness before the HSCA,

LANE is not now, has never been and will never be
retained as an attorney by JONES. JONES was subpoenaed by
the HSCA and was scheduled to appear as a witness on
January 17, 1978. This appearance was canceled due to the
death of Senator HUMPHREY. JONES was informed by the
Committee he would be subpoenaed at a later date but has
not been subsequently subpoenaed.

On November 22, 1978, JONES furnished a written
statement which is as follows:
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Mewphis, Tennessce

. ‘ November 22, 1978
/K“ <;; , Solonon Jones, Jr., make this free and

Voluu ary statement to Burl ¥. Johnson and James
who have identifiéd themsclves to me as Special Agents
the Federal Durcau of Yunvestigation (FBI). No threats or
promises have been made to induce me to make a statement.
I realize any statement I do make nay be used in a court
of law, |

I am currently serving a jail seniecnce at the

Shelby County Jail (SCJ), Memphis, Tennes following

convicticn oun an cmbezzmlenont charge., My pernavent residcr

L

o

e o 1- o i Loes iy A e N PTRN PN - NP N /
is Jocated at 852 Faxon Street, Meophis, telephone 52054

Prioy to the incervccration I was cmployed by ih

Bonding Ceupany, $5 North Sccond Strcet, Mewpli
opeirated by
In 1068 I served ag ) feur for Dr.,
Iather Xing, Jr., while Dr. King was in Meuphis,.
orraine Motel, Memphis, on April

y .

nding near D, Xing whben be was killed on that

-

Imnediatcely after Dr. King was shot T obhserved an
V' )

individual dressed in something white moving heliiuvd the

e Ay

/

building across the strect on the west side of the Lorrainz

Motel, This is the dizoctivn Tfrom which I heard a noise

that was appurvently the s¢ 1 of a 7 0T ] >t Know

the ddentity of this individual,

4
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On an unrecalled date, Wayne kmmons, my attorney,
who hfg an office at 100 North Main Strect, Mewphis,
telephone number 523-7788, informed me that Duncan Ragsdale
was atteupting to locate me for Mark Lane, an attorney.
Ragsdale was a candidate in the 1978 clection campaign
opposing Congressman Darold Iord for U.S. Represcntative
in the congressional district in lMempbis represented by
Mr. ¥ord. Ragsdale learned I vas incarcerated at the SCJ.

3

On an unrecalied date, approxinately 30 d

.~

Ragsdale and Harlk Laune wmade an appearance ot the
reqguested permigsion of olficials Lo sce nc,
told the ©CJ officicls | 2d invited biw and Lane

told me it was

N
H

ne, which is not truc. Ragsdal
necessary ftor him to tell the joil offi i;ls his in order
to obtain permission to sce we., After I signod a memorandun
prepaved by SCJ officials indicating I was willing {o see
huch ale and lLanc, the jail officialis allowed them to visit
with me.

Lane opecned the interview by asking, "VWould you
take $1,000 to put some hot uews on the front'pagé?”

of news?" Lane said, "You

know the I wag harassing Dr, Kiong. ™ wa ‘o, I don't
knovw. Dr. Ming had personal business. 1 was Dr., King's
driver." Lane asked, '"Don't you think
plot te kill Dr. Ning?'™, | said, "I don't know who set up
the plot and I don't know who kille bv,f/" Lane said,

5
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"I'm going to get yoz;ycforo the Committec and I want you
tha ¥ Fauntroy and Dr, King had women

to tell the Committcd
living at the Lorraine Motel. Was that true?". I answered,
"I don't know whether that was true.," Lanc stated, "The

man you described running from the scene dressed in
socmething white - don't you thiuk it was the I'BI?". I said,

1

"I don't know who it was.," Lane said, "The 31 put the
woman in the crazy LEae) seep her from testifying sho saw
the FRI arcund the building before the shooting ﬁook place.
Don't you thinlkk the I has gotten hold of IFauntroy to keep

hin quiet and f1o ringing 2T to

4

te
Committee?",

I understand the Coamitice rcfcr:ed'fo oy Ar,
Lance to be the House Sce
(ISCA) aud {that
District of Colunbia.

I an Qf the inmpression that

Pl

testify before the ISCA provided 1 tes
kill Dr. King and prefers I not testify
Following the appearance of Mr, Raggdale and
Mr. Lane at the SCJ they procended to the Lorraive iotel
where they held a press conference At this conference
Mr. Lane announced e had wet with Solomon Jones, the
chauffeur of the late Dr. Nartin luther Hing, Jr., but
lapady him at. that time,
i ;
I ‘
/]
I
n ?
: ? ¢

that My, Jones would be unable to agye
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{
icéiollowxng day a news release attributed to Lane contained

Information to the effect that I am a key witness to the
killing of Dr. Kiné and that the HSCA would not let me
testify because my testimony would destroy the Committee.

My wife, Elikabeth, and mother-~in-law, Maggie
Moore, bhave heard & radio broadcast on ilemphis radio station
WDIA whercin it was reported that WDIA has received a letter
from Lanc stating he was acting as an attorney for ue. The
letter also stated that I would be in danger if I appeared
as a witness befovrc {the ISCA.

Lane is not unow, has never been and will never be
retained as an attorney hy mnc, HSCA
and w S C Fit i O apnear as o a witnes Janvavy 17, 1973.

This appeartcnce was cenceled due to the death of

Bumphrey. I was informed by the Committee I) would be

sunpoenx>d at ?'T’“c date but I have not been subsequently

subpocnaed, );) |
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On November 22, 1978, JONES orally advised
that DUNCAN RAGSDALE confined his remarks to statement
about Congressman HAROLD FORD having knowledge of a cover-
up in connection with the death of Dr. KING.

Mr. JONES stated that the written statement
represents an accurate report of the information he recalled
on the occasion of his interview by Mr. LANE. He stated he
is concerned about the safety and welfare of his family and
wanted the FBI to know of his concerns.
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x airtel

11/27/78

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987-SUB-M) (P)

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KIN?,)JR., APRIL 4, 1968, MEMPHIS, TENN.
CR (A

Re ME telephone call and ME teletype to Bureau,
11/21/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and
four copies of an LHM dated and captioned as above.

Since it does not appear a violation of
Federal law is involved in connection with the contact
of SOLOMON JONES, JR., by Attorneys MARK LANE and DUNCAN
RAGSDALE, no further investigation will be conducted UACB.

Memphils file 44-1987-Sub M is maintained in
a pending status for purpose of handling leads and
inquiries re the MURKIN case.

2+Memphis
BFJ/mgv
(4) 7

-Bureau (Enc. 5) %74'/§jf7’,Jidz M- /270
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