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Date: 2-18-69
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To:

From:

MURKIN

SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

Director, FBI (44-38861)

Information has been received that the trial of 
James Earl Ray has been postponed until April 7, 1969, to 
enable the defense attorneys to more fully prepare their 
case.

In view of the new trial date, you are requested 
to determine and advise the Bureau, attention Identification 
Division, of status of hearing involving Fingerprint Examiner 
George J. Bonebrake/set for April 11, 1969.

V2 SEARCHED ^ —INDEXED

Sent Via
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AIRTEL

3/n/ee

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Attorney DON OWENS, a terser SA who is now ©ne of 
the advisor* to Judge V. PRESTO BATTUE in the setter concer­
ning JAMES EARL RAT, advised 3/11/6® that Senior Fingerprint 
Era niner GEORGE BO^EBRAKE is scheduled to appear before Judge 
BATTLE on 4/11/69 regarding the possible contempt action of 
which the Bureau is aware.

It Is suggested that the Bureau notify all offices
of the subject's guilty plea and sentencing on 3/lG/SS, with 
instructions to discontinue all investigation except that 
which say indicate or tend to provc a definite conspiracy 
of which we say not have previously been aware.

3 —. Bureau* 
I) - Memphis
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FD-36 (Rev. 5

F B 1

Transmit the following in

URGENTTELETYPEVia (Priority)

MURKIN

’’RAY’S ATTORNEYS ASK NEW TRIAL

ARTICLE STATES THAT NEW DEFENSE COUNSEL FOF JAMES EARL RAY THIS

AND SUPPLEMENTAL MOTION FOR A NEW TRIALAFTERNOON FILED AMENDED

A

SUBMITTED TO

AND

RAY CHARGES THERE WAS CONFLICT OF INTEREST BETWEEN HIM AND

FOREMANHIS

ALABAMA AUTHR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE

EXCLUSIVE LITERARY RIGHTS TO

IN HIS MOTION THAT HANES AND FOREMAN ACTUALLY REPRESENTED WILLIAM

CONTINUED THAT IF RAY HAD BEEN

RGJ:BN

w

SentApproved:

CARRIED HEADLINESEVEN

ANDSHAM

THE THREE-PAGE MOTION WAS

APRILMEMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR IN FINAL EDITION MONDAY

RYANCRIMINAL COURT CLERK’S OFFICE BY RICHARD J STONERB

CHARGING THAT RAY’S GUILTY PLEA WAS ”A FARCE A

ARTHUR JTWO PRIOR ATTORNEYS HANES AND PERCY

BRADFORD HUIE THE PETITION

RAY’S ATTORNEYS ACCORDING TO ARTICLEROBERT W HILL JR

RAY’S STORY RAY REPORTEDLY DECLARED

ent in ChargeSpecial

Date: 4-7-69

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

MOCKERY OF JUSTICE.”

(Type in. plaintext or code)

OVER AN AGREEMENT WHICH GAVE

ALLOWED TO TAKE THE WITNESS STAND THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO STORY

OR MOVIES TO SELL AND, THERE WOULD BE NO PROFITS FOR THOSE PARTIES
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F B I

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

WAS

BEASLEY

HE

OFFERED TO ASSIST JAMES EARL RAY IN HIS TRIAL

END

-2-

Approved: Sent

ADVISED THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVEDPROSECUTORS IN INSTANT CASE

WHO WAS ONE OFATTORNEY GENERAL JAMES BEASLEYASST

JR

WHO HADROBERT WATTORNEY HILL JR

AS YET

Transmit the following in

COPY OF MOTION AND ITS EXHIBITS BEING SECURED AND WILL BE

SUBMITTED AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY

COPY OF MOTION AND HAD NOT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY MOTION

BEASLEY SAID THAT HE WAS NOT SURPISED THAT MOTION

FILED AS THIS IS NOT UNUSUAL PROCEDURE IN CRIMINAL CASES

ADVISED THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW ATTORNEY ROBERT W. HILL

DID STATE ONE OF LETTERS IN JUDGE BATTLE’S DESK WAS FROM AN

Special Agent in Charge

OF CHATTANOOGA, TENN
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS

JAMES EARL RAY

Defendant

NO. 166h5

FILED
J.. A., BLACKWELL, CLERK

AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTAL MOTION FOR*a1$eFtrTaL
D. C.

Comes novi JAMES EARL RAY, the defendant in the above styled

cause, by and through his attorneys Richard J. Ryan, J, B. Stoner, and

Robert W. Hill, Jr., and incorporates herein by reference letters asking

for a new trial, especially that communication addressed to Judge W.

Preston Battle dated March 26, 196?, and refers to it herein as though

it were copied verbatim, said letter being in the office of the Clerk

of Criminal Court of Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, and he hereby

amends and supplements said letters to the effect that he moves this

Honorable Court to set aside his waiver, his plea of guilty, and his

conviction and

Section 17-117

And for

grant him a new trial pursuant to and in accordance with

of the Tennessee Code Annotated

further grounds of this Motion for a New Trial your

defendant would state that the said waiver, plea, and conviction were

the result of your defendant being deprived of legal counsel in violation

of the Fourteenth and Sixth Amendments to the United States Constitution

and submits the followingfacts in support thereof:

I.

Defendant would show that he and his two prior attorneys in this

above styled cause entered into contracts with the author William Bradford

Huie while your defendant was in the Shelby County jail awaiting trial

said contracts being primarily to sell the publishing and movie rights

concerning defendant’s case; that this sale was to made to the said William

Bradford Huie for substantial sums of money, evidenced by Exhibits Nos

1, 2, 3, h, ^, 6 and 7 which are attached hereto and made a part of this

Motion

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



II.

Defendant alleges that the said contract

in Exhibits Nos. 1, 2, 3, U, 5, 6 and 7, which

made part of this Motion, establish a conflict

and letters contained

are attached hereto and

of interest between him

the defendant, and his two prior attorneys; that defendant would have

no story to sell and no movies with publishing rights to convey if he

were allowed to take the witness stand; that such an

part would allo?/ all facts in this cause to become a

record for the free use of all

III.

Defendant alleges that in the establishment of

action on his

matter of public

conflict of

interest between defendant and his two prior attorneys, as evidenced

by the attached exhibits, that the said prior attorneys actually

represented William Bradford Huie and their own financial interests

and not his, your defendant’s. Defendant alleges that there would

be no profit to anyone if he persisted in his “Not Guilty” plea; that

your defendant was pressured and induced into entering a plea of

"Guilty” and respectfully directs the Court’s attention to Exhibits

No. 6 and No. 7

IV

Your defendant is informed and therefore alleges, that the

author William Bradford Huie made the statement that your defendant

"Must not take the witness

the defendant did take the

stand in his expected trial, because if

witness stand, then he (William Bradford

Huie) would have no book"

V,

That defendant’s failure to have legal counsel as guaranteed

by the said Fourteenth and Sixth Amendments to the United States

Constitution and Article I Section 9 of the State of Tennessee

Constitution is in reality a greater disservice to him, the defen-
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dant, than having incompetent counsel and is a gross denial of due
a. ou H^ i/

process and effective representation of consel so as to be such as 

to make defendant's plea of "Guilty" a farce, a sham, and a mockery 

of justice. ’ .

That defendant's second attorney in this cause pressured him, 

and he, the defendant, under duress due to this pressure, entered a 

plea of "Guilty" due to this conflict of interest between said attorney 

and defendant and for the sole financial gain of the said attorney, as 

evidenced by defendant's Exhibits Nos. 1, 2, 3, h, ^, 6 and 7 which 

are hereto attached and made a part hereof.

VII

That for the above enumerated reasons and other good and sufficient 

reasons to be shown upon the hearing of this Motion, defendant requests 

a hearing on this Motion and to be allowed to introduce evidence in 

support thereof, . .

VIII

That for these and other good and sufficient reasons to be shown 

upon the hearing of this Motion, defendant respectfully moves that the 

judgment heretofore entered be set aside and the case be restored to

the trial calendar

STATE OF TENNESSEE JAMES EARL RAf

COUNT! OF DAVIDSON

Comes now the affiant, JAMES EARL RAY, and makes oath as follows• 

The Amended and Supplemental Motion for a New Trial has been

carefully read by me and each and every fact stated therein is true and 

correct in each and every statement and implication.

0 JAMES EARL RAY

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5" day of X}y^,C 1969.

My commission expires:
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AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT entered ihP8 FH1S____ _ Hey PF ^Uly, ifthA, 
' by and between William Bradford Huie (herein "Author"), James

’ Earl Ray (herein ' ’Ray") and Arthur J. Hanes (herein "Hanes").-

1. This 
the following:

(a)
' of international

Agreement is entered into with reference to

Author is and has been for many years a writer 
reputation and has had numerous books and .

0

. articles published and serialized throughout the world.

(b) Ray has been charged with the murder of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.; and it is anticipated that a trial (herein
" the Trial" ) of 

’of Tennessee in
Ray for such murder will be held in the State 
the near future. ’ . . ■ •

tice as such in
Hanes is an attorney at law licensed to prac- ’ 

the State of Alabama; Ray and Hanes and each of . t

' ’ them represent that Ray has engaged .Hanes to act as his attorney . 
. . in the Trial, that Hanes has accepted such engagement and that ' 

‘ he will so act. '

- (d) Author proposes to write literary material .
: ■ dealing with the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., the

alleged
.. purpose

participation of Ray therein, and the Trial, for the 
of establishing the truth with respect thereto. •

in such
(e) Ray and Hanes are desirous of assisting Author, 

writing by furnishing to him such material relative to'
the subject matter of such writing which Author might not otbe 
wise be able to obtain. . 1

•,• _•'• . 2. Ray and Hanes and each of them agree that they-wilb
" use their best efforts to arrange as many personal interviews •■ 

between Author and Ray and on the earliest occasions which may, 
' . be permitted by the authority having jurisdiction over the 

institution in which Ray is then confined; and that they and
• . each of them on such occasions and otherwise, through Hanes or

. other persons, will impart to Author such information (herein
. the "Private Material") with respect to the assassination of ' 

: Martin Luther King, Jr., the alleged participation of Ray ...
. therein, and the life and activities of Ray, as they or either 

. of them may have or reasonably may be able to obtain; and that 
Author shall have the right to use the Private Material or any 
part thereof in his writing of said literary material.' •

3. The literary material which Author proposes to ■ ■
■ write as aforesaid, including such of the Private Material as 

Author in his sole discretion elects to use,, is hereinafter 
referred to as "said work". Author shall have, and if and to " 
the extent that they or either of them have any rights, titles, . 
or interests therein, Ray and Hanes, and each of them, give, • 
cell, assign and transfer to Author, forever, the following

. absolute, exclusive and .unqualified rights: the right to write 
caid work and to use the same, in whole .or in part, in whatever , 

.manner Author in his sole.discretion may elect, including but . 
■ not limited to the right to make and/or cause to be made maga-

• zine, book, dramatic, motion picture, television and/or other -

1
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adaptations of every kind, of said work or any part thereof, 
and for the purpose of making any of said adaptations Author 
or his designees may change, interpolate in, add to or subtract 
from or make foreign language versions ofi said vzbrk; to such 
extent as Author in his sole discretion may elect; the sole

■ • and exclusive right to make motion pictures and television ■ 
' ' pictures of all kinds based in whole or in part on said work 

and/or containing characters of said work (including remakes
’ of and/or sequels to any such pictures), with the right to 

sell, lease, license and generally deal in the same throughout 
the world, forever; the right to use the name, voice and/or 
likeness of Ray and Hanes, or either of them, in or as the 
title of said work; the right to obtain copyright in the name 
of Author or otherwise in all countries throughout the world, • 

’ in and to said work and/or any of said adaptations; the sole 
and exclusive right to negotiate for, execute and deliver, in 
the name of Author alone or in the names of Author, Ray, and 

' Hanes, or any-of them (but without consulting with or obtain­
ing the approval or consent of Ray or Hanes thereto), such

' .licenses, grants agreements, and contracts with respect to said
■ work, any of said adaptations and/or any of the rights herein-

■ above set forth, as Author in his sole discretion may elect; ' 
" for this purpose '(but without limiting the generality of the 
. foregoing) Ray and Hanes and each of them hereby irrevocably 

. appoint Author.the true and lawful attorney of them and each 
", of them .to negotiate for, execute and deliver, in the names of

Author, Ray and Hanes 
and all such licenses

or any of them, as Author may elect, any 
grants, agreements-and contracts. . ;

' 4. Without in
• ? the foregoing, Ray and 
: ■ demand, to execute and

any manner limiting the generality of 
Hanes and each of them agree, upon . 
deliver to Author or his designees any

and all such instruments, including but not limited to assign- ' 
■ inents, consents, approvals, and releases, which in the judgment '

of Author may be necessary or desirable to implement, effectuate .
■ or protect the rights of,or rights, titles and interests herein

■given or agreed to be given to,Author with respect to said work
’ and/or any of said adaptations. .

5. In full consideration -for all rights, titles and interests

' given or agreed to'be given by Ray and Hanes to Author hereunder and. . •

for all agreements and acts of Ray and Hanes hereunder or pursuant

hereto. Author agrees to pay to Ray and Hanes each, thirty per cent ■

of the gross receipts from said work. All receipts shall be paid to .

and collected by the Author's agent, bed Broun, Inc., 315 South

. Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif., and said Author's agent shall

' nuke payments to Ray and Hanes each, or their respective designees

or assignees, within.pen days after receipt. The Author's agent 

shall also, at quarterly intervals, furnish statements reflecting all

transactions in reasonable detail. The

, within ten days after their completion,

a?

’ ‘1

''j -

^<4

4

t:

? £ .

4".
.ri i

1

copies of any and all contracts entered

Author's agent shall also,

furnish to Ray and Hanes

into by the Author.
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STATE OF TENNESSEE |

COUNTY OF SHELBY I

WHEREAS, William Bradford Huie (’’Author”)

RA Y (Ray”) and ARTHUR J. HANES (’’Hanes”), did,

July 8th, 1968, enter into'what has been called

Agreement'’ relating to the

by Author and the grant of

Hanes; and

WHEREAS, ON and after

JAMES EARL

on or about

a ’’Basic

writing of certain literary material

certain rights to Author by Ray and

July 5th, 1968, by assignment agree-

monts, Ray assigned to Hanes at

in any moneys accruing to Hanes

later the said Ray assigned to

ost in said moneys so accruing

with said Author; and

WHEREAS, by an instrument

on the 29th day of January, A

first a portion of his interest

under said Basic Agreement, and

the said Hanes all of his inter-

under any agreement or

designated ’’Amendatory

Do, 1968, also entered

agreements

Agreement”

into by and

between tho said Author and the said Ray and Hanes, the said

Kaneo did by said Amendatory Agreement transfer and assign to

Ray

dor

but

any

led

ney

all of his (Hanos’) right, title and interest in, to and un

said Basic Agreement and the Assignment Agreements, including

not limited to any and all moneys and other compensation of

kind to which the said Hanes may now or hereafter be entit-

thereunder; and

WHEREAS, Percy Foreman, a duly licensed and practicing attor

at law of H ouston, Texas, has been admitted by the trial

judge at Memphis, Tennessee, to its bar* for the purpose of rep-

resenting tho said James Earl Ray in the trials of cases pend­

Ing before said judge, said admission having been at the request 

in open court on November 12, 1968 made by the said Jamas Earl

Kay, and tho said Ray desires to

tornoy fox’ his said defense, and

Percy Foreman all of

or heretofore at any

tracts with tho said

■-1

t

secure the fees of tho said at

desires to assign to the said

the rights, title and interest ho may have

time may have had under any contract or con

Author and or as assignee of any righto at
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any timo hold by tho said Hanos, and any and all righto of

whatsoever kind or character he may havo as a result of tho

writings of said author and of their subsequent publication.

including the right to receive, accept and retain the proccods

derived from

fore,“

THAT I,

said rights in hlo own namo absolutely, now, thoro-

KiW ALL Midi BY THESE PRESENTS:

presently in Memphis, Shelby County

Tonnosseo, fox’ and in consideration of monies heretofore advan

cod by him in my behalf, and, further, in consideration of his

^sr?vicos heretofore rendered in my behalf and his agreement to

represent cp at the trial or trials of any cases

ing against mo in Shelby (bunty, Tennessee, have

given, convoyed and transferred, and do, by this

now give, assign, set over and transfer to PERCY

presently pond

signed over. J

instrument here

FOREMAN, of

' Houston* Harris County, Texas, a 11 of ray aforesaid right, titlo

and interest in a nd to the proceeds that would otherwise havo

accrued to me pursuant to said Basic Agreement andto said Aoncl

tory Agreement, and to all of my rights thereunder as well as to

any other right or rights that might be or have been mine because

of tho writing and subsequent purblication of such writing by

oaid Author, whether included in said assignment by the said Manos

to mo under tho

otherwise, said

Foreman being a

Amendatory Agreement of January 29th, 1969, or

assignment and transfer heroin to tho said Percy

bsolute and irrevocable, and I here now author!so

and direct any person , firm or corporation having funds duo

ov/lng ma by virtue of said Risic Agreement or any subsoquent 

olgncionto, including said Amendatory Agreement, or otherwise

1

A

«f

■ ■ -.j

*1

■i

I

i

Ci J

as “

ow~
ing mo

to tho

Toxas,

because of'tho writings of said Author, to pay tho samo

oaid Poccy Foreman, at his office in Houston, Harris (bo.

in his ov;n nao and aa his own property

IM WITNESS Vhoreof, I have signed this conveyance, assign

mont and contract at Memphis, Shelby (b«B Tennessee, this tho
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AMENDATORY AGREEMENT

I . AMENDATORY AGREEMENT entered into this ^_j ^ day of 

1968, by and between WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE (herein 

"Autho/), JAMES EARL RAY (herein "Ray") and ARTHUR J. HANES

(herein "Hanes" ) . ’

Ray HANES

(1) This Amendatory Agreement is

reference to the following:

(a) The parties hereto have

entered

entered

.Agreement and letter agreement supplementary

into v/ith

into a certain

thereto, both .

. , dated July 8, 1968 (herein "said Basic Agreement"), relating

to the writing of certain literary material by Author and

the grant of certain rights to Author by Ray

(b) Ray and Hanes have entered

cent entitled "Agreement" dated July 5,

"Assignment Agreement") under which Ray

into

1968

and Hanes.

a certain docu-

(herein the

assigned to Hanes a

" portion of his interest in any moneys accruing to Hanes under

' said basic Agreement.

(c) Under and pursuant to said Basic Agreement

Author has in fact written and is presently writing certain

literary material with respect to the murder of Martin Luther

King, Jr., Ray’s alleged participation in and Ray’s coming

trial for such murder.

come of which material

published in issues of

and the life and activities of Ray

has been and other of which will be

Look Magazine by Cowles Communications

Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author, and other of which

material will be published in book form by Dell Publishing

Co., Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author (the working

title of which book is "THEY SLEW THE DREAMER").

. '.4

' Sr -t

*4

i
4

• "‘J

I

■ -s
4

7
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of said Basic

Hanes was engaged

connection with

Hanes no longer

Gtituted to act

and under said Basic

: 4

not hereafter make or authorize to be madeand that he shall

Author and

and causes

of them under

Agreement or

or nature

or any of them with

Hanes

and now acts as

Hanes'

herebyAgreement. Without

demands actions

represent

of action which Hanes, but for this release might now

book, dramatic,

aid partieswhatsoever heretofore entered into between

(d) At the time of the execution

(2

Jr.

Agreement and for some period thereafter,

to act and did act as attorney for Ray in

Ray coming trial, but such engagement has been terminated,

Ray as his attorney in any capa-

city, and Percy Foreman, an attorney at law, has been sub-

attorney for Ray.

The parties are desirous of effecting certain

releases and other acts with respect to said Basic Agreement

as hereinafter provided.

Hanes does hereby transfer and assign to Ray all of

right, title and interest in, to

Agreement and the Assignment Agreement,

limited to any and all moneys and other

including but not being

compensation of any kind

to which Hanes may now or hereafter be entitled thereunder.

Hanes further agrees that he shall not hereafter write or author­

ize to be written any literary material relating to the murder

of Martin Luther King,

Ray s coming trial for

Ray s alleged participation in or

such murder, or the life or activities of

magazine

adaptation

motion picture, television and/or other

of any kind relating to any such subjects.

(3) hereby forever releases and discharges Ray and

each of them from any and all claims

have or hereafter might have against them or either

or pursuant to said Basic Agreement, the Assignment

any other agreements or contracts, written or oral, of any kino

respect to the subject matter of said Basic

limiting the foregoing, Hanes doe

acknowledge that he has received from Author and Ray any and all
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moneys and other compensation which Hanes heretofore may have

been entitled to receive from Author or Ray under said Basic

Agreement, the Assignment Agreement or otherwise.

(4)

release and

actions and

Author and Ray, and each of them, do hereby forever

discharge Hanes from any and all claims, demands,-'

caused of action which they or either of them, but

for this release, might now have or hereafter might have against

Hanes under or pursuant to said Basic Agreement, the Assignment

Agreement or any other agreements or contracts, written or oral,

heretofore

respect to

(5)

entered into between said parties or any of them with

the subject matter of said Basic Agreement.

The parties hereby agree that for any and all purposes

Hanes shall no longer be or be considered as a party to said Basic

Agreement, and shall have no further right, title or interest of

any kind or nature whatsoever thereunder or under the Assignment

Agreement or any other agreements or contracts, written or oral,

heretofore entered into between the parties or any of them, with

respect to the subject matter of said Basic Agreement. Hanes

hereby agrees to execute and deliver to Author and/or Ray upon

demand any further instruments necessary or desirable to implement

or effectuate this Amendatory Agreement.

(6) Ray

the date hereof

kind

said

said

now due or

Basic

(7)

Basic

does hereby acknowledge and confirm that as of

there are no moneys or other compensation of any

payable to Ray from Author under or pursuant to

Agreement, the Assignment Agreement, or otherwise.

Author and Ray hereby agrees that paragraph 5. of

Agreement shall be

provide that all acts therein

agent shall be done, instead

and the same hereby is amended to’

specified to be done by Author's

by Author, and to provide further

that all payments to be made and all statements, notices and other

documents to be furnished or given to Ray shall be made, furnished

■: V .-\ 
.4

2

.4

r

4

J

■1

'I
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v
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March 7, 1969

Dear James Ray....

find:

4

To

I am

And of course I will keep both you and Mr. Foreman 
informed as to earnings

between
them to

.3

4

and me.

Best wis ties.

Bradford HuieW ILLI AM

LOOK
The book,
May 15th.

Additional

I will continue to do so.the letter.

=__ __ We need a picture of you to use on the
front cover of the book.

you can count on me to keep in touch with you indefinitely. 
I'll help you in any way I can.

Foreman

so that we can have tiro

Hartselle, Alabama

Enclosed you will

1. The original agreement signed by you, Mr. Hanes,

2. The letter attached to that agreement by which I
agreed to advance $35,000 m anticipation of
earnings from this proiect.

3. Receipts from your attorneys for the $40,000
which I have advanced to date. ($30,000 to Mr.
Hanes and $10,000 to Mr. Foreman.)

I am also having sent to you, from my attorneys
the Supplementary Agreement which was signed by Me
Mr. Hanes, you and me. I suggest that you sign another 
copy of this for Mr. Foreman
copies bearing all four original signatures.

Uns gives you copies of all agreements existing
you and me; and you will note that I have followed

this date this proiect has earned $30,000.
earnings will shortly be received from LOOK magazine, from
foreign magazines, and from Dell Publishing Company, which
will publish the book in May.

Magazine will publish my next article on April 15th.
titled HE SLEW THE DREAMER, will be oublished about

currently negotiating with Carlo Ponti, the
film producer, over picture rights. I'll keep you informed
of developments.

As soon as you are moved to Nashville, I will attempt
to see you....or rather we will attempt to get permission
for you to see me.

Jerry keeps in touch with me; and if it is your desire
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Marchi 9th, ’ 69

Mr. James Earl Ray, 
Shelby County Jail, 
Memphis, Tennessee.

Dear Jarnos Earl:

You have heretofore assigned to me all of your 
royalties from magazine articles, book, motion picture or 
other revenue to be derived from the writings of Wm. Brad­
ford Huie. These are my own property unconditionally.

However, you have heretofore authorized and re - 
quested me to negotiate a plea of guilty if the State of 
Tennessee through its District Attorney General and with 
the approval of the trial judge would waive the death pen­
alty. You agreed to accept a sentence of 99 years.

It is contemplated that your case vail be dis - 
posed of tomorrow, March 10, by the above plea and sentence 
This will shorten the trial considerably. In consideration
of the 
lowing

time it will save me, I am willing to make the fol 
adjustment of my fee arrangement with you:

and no 
room, '

If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted 
। embarassing circumstances take place in the court 
I am willing to assign to any bank, trust company or

individual selected by you all my receipts under the above 
assignment in excess of $165,000.00. These funds over and 
above the first $165,000.00 will be held by such bank, trust 
company or individual subject to your order.

I liave either spent or obligated myself to spend 
in excess of ^U,000.00, and I think these expenses should 
be paid in addition to a $150,000.00 fee. I am sure the ex­
penses will exceed $15,000.00 but I am willing to rest on 
that figure.

PF-4

truly,
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TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE WILLIAM E. MILLER OF THE DISTRICT COURT

MIDDLE DIVISION, TENNESSEE

JAMES EARL RAY, 
Resident of Tennessee

PERCY FOREMAN, Resident of
Texas, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, 
Resident of Alabama .

PETITION

Your petitioner would respectfully show the Court:

That this cause is subject to federal jurisdiction in

that there is a diversity of citizenship (see caption) and that 

the subject matter of this suit is in excess of $10,000.

That he is presently in the Tennessee State Penitentiary

at Nashville, serving time under a sentence of 99 years imposed 

by the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, the Honorable 

Judge Preston Battle (now deceased) then presiding.

That he was imposed upon by the respondents in the

following manner: Petitioner first consulted with Arthur J. Hanes, 

an attorney at law in the State of Alabama, and that they reached 

a tentative agreement for the said Hanes to defend him on a charge 

of murder. The petitioner charges that he was before and at all 

times since in jail without bail and under every restrictive se­

curity. Petitioner would show that after the original meeting with 

Hanes that he and Hanes started a line of discussion relative to 

Hanes' fee and expenses.

That Hanes revealed to the petitioner that he had been

approached by the respondent, Huie, and that Huie would be willing 

to pay large sums of money for the exclusive rights to the story 

of your petitioner’s life, including any and all facts surrounding 

the petitioner’s alleged involvement in the slaying of Martin 

Luther King (whom petitioner at that time stood charged with mur-
ROBERT W. HILL, JR. 
418 PIONEER BUILDING 

CHATTANOOGA, 

TENNESSEE 37402

TEL.6I5/287-O9H
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dering). After being assured by Mr. Hanes that his rights pending 

the homicide case would not be prejudiced or imperiled, the pe­

titioner entered into a contract through Mr. Hanes with the respon­

dent Huie (a copy of which, together with other material contracts 

and correspondence, is attached hereto).

Your petitioner would show the Court that he at all times 

depended wholly upon the advice of Mr. Hanes until such time as 

Percy Foreman, the lawyer from the Texas Bar, entered into the case 

At this point in time, the petitioner released Mr. Hanes and de­

pended fully upon the advice of said Percy Foreman.

Your petitioner would show that he initially entered into

a contract with Mr. Hanes, but that through an amendatory agreement 

induced by Mr. Percy Foreman, he signed a contract by virtue of 

which Mr. Hanes was released upon the promise td be paid some 

$35,000 by Mr. Huie. Under the amendatory contract, Mr. Foreman 

was to receive all rights formerly to have been Mr. Hanes'. 

However, Mr. Foreman was to receive further rights in regard to 

exclusive stories, motion picture contracts, re-run contracts, 

television rights, etc. In other words, Mr. Percy Foreman was to 

receive everything which might otherwise have been the property of 

James Earl Ray, in return for defending James Earl Ray.

The petitioner believes that the defendant Foreman has 

of power of attorney so that on t^ie face of said powersome sort of power of attorney so that on tpe face of said power 

of attorney, Foreman, if not restrained, will in all probability

further act in the name of the petitioner to the petitioner's det 

riment in these and other matters.

Your petitioner was not versed in the law relative to

Icontracts in general or, more specifically, contracts between 

jiattorney and client. Nor was he sufficiently knowledgeable or in­

formed about the peril of. his course, as made obvious by the fact 

that said agreements could and would adversely affect the defense 

in his criminal case.

Petitioner charges that the respondent Foreman advised

then cajoled, then pressured him into pleading guilty to the afore—i 
mentioned charge of murder in the first degree. Among other things},
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the said Foreman told him that this course was the only way to savcl 

petitioner’s life - all of this in spite of the fact that petition^

had at all times protested his innocence to Mr J Foreman.

Petitioner now believes and charges that neither respon­

dents ever intended for him to have a fair trial and testify in his 

own behalf, as this would then make the facts and testimony public 

property and no one would or could have exclusive rights in the 

matter. ■

Petitioner charges that Foreman informed him that the

only way to raise enough money to pay his fee was to sign over 

such rights as he had. Petitioner at this time had full faith in 

his attorney and acted strictly in accordance with his attorney’s 

advice. He did not know that such acts actually prejudiced his

rights in the criminal case and caused to arise* a serious conflict 

of interest which rendered it impossible for Mr. Foreman to well 

and truly represent him. There was no way for the petitioner to 

know that Mr. Foreman had, in fact, positioned himself in such a 

manner as to have a strong monetary interest in having his client 

found 'guilty and sentenced to a 99 year term for a crime which he 

did not commit. Mr. Foreman did not tell the petitioner, nor did 

the petitioner know, that there have been no executions in this 

state within the past decade and that the "bargaining" for the 

99 year sentence could have easily been done by almost any student

!fresh out of law school. No ability, experience, or exhaustive * 

research would be necessary to obtain the said results, particularly 

in view of the fact that petitioner at all times prior thereto pro­

claimed his innocence.

Petitioner would further show that the presiding judge

Judge Preston Battle, in an effort to keep down unnecessary pub-., 

licity had enjoined all parties, including the attorneys, from re­

leasing to the Press any statements relating to the petitioner 
land/or his case. That in spite of this injunction, respondent 

Foreman released statements to his co-respondent Huie, said state­

ments purported to be from this petitioner. That such statement.: , 

even when and if the same were made by the petitioner, were sw.iCe­

ments of a confidential nature and privileged between e. 1

attorney.
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Petitioner charges that there has slince appeared in a

national magazine an article in which Huie sets forth certain 

statements purportedly made by the petitioner. Even if such state­

ments were true, which petitioner denies, they could only have been 

based upon statements made to his lawyer, therefore bringing them 

under the rule of privilege between attorney and client (a copy 

of said magazine is filed herewith).

Finally, petitioner charges that not only does the above

conduct violate the relationship of attorney and client, but also 

violates Canon No. 6 of the professional ethics set forth by the 

American Bar Association and which have been adopted by the state. 

Petitioner avers that the relationship of attorney and client 

existed at all times whenever he talked with any of his lawyers, 

but that he was never told, nor did his lawyer explain to him, ■ 

the true monetary aspects of the case or that the reception of 

such money under the conditions of the contract hereto attached p 

would imperil petitioner’s rights in the homicide case and violate 

the mandates of the Honorable Judge Preston Battle, now deceased.

From what he has now learned and believes, petitioner

charges that his final attorney, Mr. Percy Foreman, was the agent 

of the co-respondent William B. Huie and was in fact looking out 

for his own (Foreman's) and his principal's (Huie) monetary in­

terests, rather than the rights of this petitioner.

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, PETITIONER PRAYS:

1. That he be allowed to file this petition and that 

proper process issue and be served upon the respondents 

and/or their agents, requiring them to appear at the 

earliest day convenient to be set by this Court, and

to answer this complaint fully, but not under oath, their 

oath to the same being waived.

2. That a preliminary injunction issue enjoining the

respondents from the further exposure of the alleged

facts surrounding the slaying of Martin Luther King, in­

sofar as such alleged facts affect the petitioner, or

purport to involve this petitioner with said killing.
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Petitioner prays that upon the final hearing of this

cause that said injunction be made final.

3. That any and all contracts entered into by the partie

described above be voided or nullified and that all parti 

respondent; be perpetually enjoined from pursuing thei1

course by reason of any alleged contractual agreements

or powers of attorney.

4. That all costs pursuant to petition be taxed against

the respondents.

5 That he be granted

jZ b. stoner '
Attorney for Petitioner

STATE OF TENNESSEE:

COUNTY OF DAVIDSON:

such other general relief as the

equities of this cause may demand

ROBERT W. HILL;
Attorney fc^r Petitioner

I, JAMES EARL RAY, first having been duly sworn, make

oath that the matters and facts stated in the foregoing petition

are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief and

that owing to my poverty, I am unable to bear the expense of the

suit which I am about to bring.

JAMES EARL RAY

Sworn to and subscribed before me

is the f April, 1969
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man

Pency Hineman

March 9, 1969

Mr. James tarl day, 
Shelby County Jail, 
Memphis, Toxas.

Dear Junies Earl:

You hive asked that I advance
($',00.00) of tow ”?5,000.CQ' 
thousand dollars paid by km

referring to the fhot five 
Bradford Huie. On January

2hth, Mr. Huie advanced an additional 15,000.00. At that 
time I had spent in excess of .‘*9,500.00 on your case.
Slice then, I Uve spent in excess of -;4,000.00 additional

' st I am willing to advance <. t ri y ' $00.00 and add 
it to the ;465,000.00 mentioned in my other letter to you 
today. In other words, I would receive the first -165,500.00. 
But I woula not make any other advances - just this one ,500.00

And this advance, also, is 
of guilty and sentence going through 
any unsoemly conduct on your part in

contingent upon the plea 
on March 10, 1969, without 
court

Yours truly,

PF-4

P Tho rifle and the white mustang are tied up in the 
suit filed by (enfro Hays. Court easts and attorneys 
fees will be nece aary, perhaps, to ret them released. 
J -will credit the 165,500.00 ’.ith whatever they bring 
over the cost of obtaininr
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STMixi

J t? 69'.,

*»

? f.

s truly.

PF-4

■t

4

.2

It 1

Brad

IlqnsrbN, TkJcXS 7700X4 >

■St

' Jaw ^r/^t^jor

Hm«;r I’ohjjman 
/^eM rourH’-coMT ouuotNo

APR 11 ^

; BRANDON LEWIS Clerk

main at rusk

/ March 9thrJ

11 1* ^'.. ’

-A >'4» " Mr. James Earl Ray,
' Shelby CountyJail, , i /

1 ^Memphis, Tennessee. • ? ' X. • i . tp

k i : , Dear James Earl: ■ ‘$i
,r>’ x /Jr

You have heretofore assigned to me all of your
royalties from magazine articles, book, motion, picture or 
other revenue to bo derived from the writings of Wm “ ' 
ford Huie These are my own’ property unconditionally

you have heretofore authorized and re -However, 
quested me to'negotiate a plfea-of guilty if the State of
Tennessee through its District ^ttorpey General and with 
the approval of the trial judgO would waive the death pen
alty. You agreed to accept a sentence of 99 years.

contemplated,that your case will be dis -
posed of tomorrow, March.10, by the above plea and sentence.
Thia will shorten the trial considerably In consideration
of the time it will save me, I am willing to make the fol
lowing adjustment of my fee arrangement with you:

If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted
and no embarassing circumstances take place in the court
room, I am willing to assign to any bank, trust company or

These funds over and
individual selected by you all my receipts under the above 
assignment in excess of $165,000.00 - -
above the first (; 165,000.00 will be held by
company or individual subject to your order

uch bank, trust

I have either spent or obligated myself to spend
in excess of $14,000.00, and I think these expenses should 
be paid in addition to a $150,000.00 fee '
penses will exceed $15,000.00 but I am willing to rest on

I am sure the ex-

that figure.
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i
William . Bradford Huie

*

.Dear Art:
r

letter is meant to be part of

Ray, and me that all ad

>1 -

1. ’On the signing, of
I* It is assumed that this 1

4 .

August 1st. ' ’this will be about

JUnited

4 •
nother $5000>month latera

$5000another5. ; Similarly, month-later; /ja

$5000.'anothermonth' lateta

k

This 
this 
5 .of

T

"♦'S ;'

two of you non-returnable, 
these payments or advances 
schedule of payments:

Mr. Arthur J. Hanes ...
Attorney at Law
617 Frank Nelson Building
Birmingham, Alabama 35 203

3. One month
States;’ I will pay

M -5.
It is assumed^ that,.,

.7;

in the United States, I will pay $5000.

the first, or book, contract, I, :

date, and is an extension and 
said Agreement. •

It is known and understood by you,

r.-e; cr advances made by me to the 
if you and Ray will agree that 
shall not exceed the following ..V

will pay you the sum of $10,000.00

©O!

iVv‘- 
"?. » >1

our Agreement, signed on 
clarification of Article

. vances made by publishers ’ to an Author on a book contract ‘ ?. 
are merely loans, returnable in full if, for any reason what- ■ 
ever, the book is not completed and accepted; and these ad-

■ vances or loans become income.to the Author only after com­
pletion of the book and after its acceptance by the-publisher.

6. '/ Similarly

after Ray has been lodged in the 
$5000,. ’ ■ .

• ’.. Hartselle, Alabama -. ,, 
\ July 8, 1968 ^:'^

4. Similarly,

2.- On the- first day after Ray has been lodged in a jail

Therefore, any monies, paid by me to you and Ray while I am re­
' searching and writing this book are, in effect,* loans from me 
.to the two of you. However, under the circumstances, I am •

will be on. or about Ju^y ,15 th, not later than July 20th. ...^

VC

■ 4

i#

t
CH.’;- h

.■’".IV

‘i

■’I ‘k ■ '^

4.^'. -

ft' r

* .a >

h*

hWW?

■ , 1’
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f4%^^

I
11*' I

a.ttv- . ••
t L

; a:, 
a' 
If

Mr. Arthur Hanes Pago. 2 July 8, 1963

PA1
7. Similarly, a month later, another $5000.

if •

In short, on signing, on Ray’s return, and during the first 
five months after his return, I am obligating myself to pay 
you and Ray, under terms of our Agreement, to pay you and '1 
Ray a total of $35,000.’ All payments, as per our Agreement,' 
will bo made to you by my agent, Ned Brown, and these payments, 
in equal amounts, will be charged against whatever may become 
due to you and Ray under the Agreement. '

»• 
<

I,

Ar

Five months after Ray's return, assuming that I receive all 
the cooperation from you and Ray guaranteed by the Agreement, 
I expect to have completed the book, or to have obtained legal 
extentions from the publisher, you and Ray. Normally a pub- 

‘ lisher has 30 days in which to accept or reject the book. Ono 
the book has been accepted, the entire publishing advance will 

’ be paid; and thereafter, all payments made to me, from any and 
all sources, will be income, not loans;' and this income will b< 

. divided and paid promptly as provided under the Agreement.

J 
i

* ■

' 4

V

i

.1

hjiCf^-<’v»

77'.

Your signature, along with that of Ray affixed by you under
your Power

V 7

y

41E * Av
7^

t

of Attorney, will attest Agreement.-

,4txt/y .i

‘Arthur J.' Hayes .

*

i

■ A ”' ’.

4
Ji

r ’

James Earl Ray
Y- .

» ■

J- •

'J
Af

* *
'4 ".Hl, 

■ J1
A

A c',.w

W"
' tX,

* r 7
i

v

.* V

1 a "'h^
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AGREEMENT

W?'i

MV.'

r:

in such
' .the

use

T

Is?

F.VS

>t N J^J

Nip J

Wz <r?A \ h'> ’ *

'■<r
I

purpose

$

<.
$

M

^A

the Trial') of Ray for such murder will be held in the State 
of Tennessee in the near future

for the

the

therein

Author s

(c)

zine book

he will so act

fl

w'rA

I, 'l

??<
A 4 *M

1'
1 ^li

2

3

is hereinafterto use
referred to as "said work .

in whatever

lain.

a *

®i'

James

theJr.

S Afi'

AQrWMPKT en^rgo ^ca MU fl g«y rf auly4 4«a
by and between William Bradford Huie (herein "Author") 
Earl Ray (herein "Ray") and Arthur J Hanes (herein "Hanos")

the following;
1. This Agreement is entered into with reference to

••'W'x
#<■ KV

'V V''^

(a) Author is and has been.for many years a writer 
of international reputation and has had numerous books.and

v. articles published and erializcd throughout the world.

Luther King
(b) Ray has been charged with the murder of Martin
Jr.: and it i anticipated that a trial (herein

(c) . Hanes is an attorney at law licensed to prac
tice as such in the State of Alabama; Ray and Hanes and each of

‘ them represent that Ray has engaged Hane
in the Trial, that Hanes has

to act as his attorney
accepted such engagement and that

(d) Author proposes to write literary material
dealing with the assassination of Martin Luther King
alleged participation of Ray therein, and the Trial

of establishing the truth with respect thereto.

Ray and Hanes are desirous of assisting Author,
writing by furnishing to him uch material relative to'

ubject matter of such writing which Author might not others

Ray and Hanes and each of them agree that they will
their best efforts to arrange as many personal interviews

between Author and Ray and on the earliest occasions which may.
be permitted by the authority having jurisdiction over the
institution in which Ray is then confined; and that they and
each of them on such occasions and otherwise through Hanes or
other persons will impart to Author such information (herein

Private Material") with respect to the assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr., the alleged participation of Ray . .

and the life and activitie of Ray, as they or either
of them may have or reasonably may be able to obtain; and that

ball have the right to use the Private Material or any
part thereof in hi

write as aforesaid

writing of said literary material.

The literary material which Author proposes to

Author in hio sole discretion elects
including such of the Private Material a

Author shall have, and if and to
the extent that they or either of them have any rights, titles 
or interests therein, Ray and Hanes, and each of them, give, 

’ forever, the following. assign and transfer to Author, 
absolute, exclusive and .unqualified rights: 

in whole or in part,

sell,
the right to write

' said work and to use the same,
manner Author in his sole.discretion may elect, including but

. : not limited

iWfe

V* .'

/At:

to the right to make and/or cause to be made maga 
picture, television and/or other ■dramatic, motion

'' ^/m

/W-vA^
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fuW 'H'»« ’ •«

IM
Author the true and lawful

and rel

4 J

315 South

s agent shall

me Author's a:
r-

Auth

4/

into by the Author.

K'1

■ we 14 J ■

VA

3 » .

of them
Author
and all uch licenses

Ki

Aii

-if’.

unon

oledentation
in

hereto, Author agrees to pay to Ray and 1

agent, Ned

transaction in reasonable detail. me

Beverly Driv

dction,

for all agreements and acts or Pay and I s hereunder or pursuant

4. Without in

demand to execute and

work
as Author in his

effectuatenece

tier recei

andRav
Hanes

uchHane

from said work.

5. In full consideration titles and interestsr all rm

or

lease,
the world voice

or either of them, i n or a the
title of said work;

ir respective dto Ray and Han^s each, oimaze paymen

any
and contracts.grants,

AU

a */?>■

of every kind, of said work or any part thereof,
and for the purpose of making any of oaid adaptation
or his designees may change,

Author
interpolate in, add to or subtract

from or make foreign language versions of;
extent as Author in hi retion may elect;

to suchsaid wbrki
‘ the sole

and exclusive riglit to make motion pictures and television
of all kinds based in v.’holc or in part on said work

and/or containing character aid work (including remaxe
of and/or sequels to any such pictures), with the right to

license and generally deal in the
forever; the right to use the name,

likeness of Ray and Hanes

ame throughout

the right to cotain copyright in the name
of Author or otherwise in all countries throughout the world
in and to said work and/or any o
and exclusive right to negotiate
the name of Author alone or in the name

or any-of them (but without co
ing the approval or consent of Ray o
.license

any of
agreemen

execute and deliver,
of Author,

ulting witn or obtain-
thereto)

above set forth,
said adaptation

s, and contract
and/or any of the righ

with resncct to said

for this purpose ' (but without limiting the generality of the
foregoing) Ray and Hanes and each of
appoint

them hereby irrevocably

to negotiate for, execute and deliver,
ttorney of them and each

Ray and Hanes

the foregoing Ray and

ny,of them, Author may elect

any manner limiting the generality of

and all sucn instrument

or protect the right

and each of them agree,
deliver to Author or his designees any

including but not limited to assign-

nary or desirable to implement
which in the iudrment

of, or rights, title and interests herein
given or agreed to be given to,Author with respect to said work
and/or any of aid adaptations.

riven or agreed to'be riven by Fay and to Author hereunder and . ■

es each, thirty per cent

of the gross receipt hall be paid to

and collected by the Author'

Beverly Hills, Calif., and

or assignees, within ten da

shall also, at quarterly intervals,

. within ten days after their c

copies of any and all contracts entered

furnish to Pay and Her
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1

agreements

Ray

der

but

any

ney

>;?

secure the fees of the said at

or heretofore at any

Ji

at law of H ouston

A/. .

cents

SHELBYCOUNTY OF

WilliamWHEREAS

tho said

what ha

Tennessee

on or about

8- i

JAMFS EARL1

ffW1 t

V>«r .iM*

STATE OF TENNESSEE

Bradford Huie ("Author")

RA Y (Ray**) and ARTHUR .J HANES'("Hanes"), did

July 6th, 1966, enter Into

Agreement** relating to the

by Author and the grant of

Hanos: and

been called a "Basic

writing of. certain literary material

certain rights-to Author by Ray and '

WHEREAS, ON-and after July 5th, 1966, by assignment agree

Ray assigned to Hanes at first a portion of his Interest

' in any moneys .accruing to Hanes under said Basic Agreement, and

later the said Ray assigned tojtho said Hanes all of his inter-.

ost in said moneys so accruing under any agreement or

with said Author: and

WHEREAS, by an instrument designated "Amendatory

on the 29th day of January, A 1^66, also entered

between tho said Author and the said Ray and Hanes

Agreement **

into by and ,

Hanos did by said'Amendatory Agreement transfer and assign to

all of his (Hanes*) right title and interest in, to and un

said Basic Agreement and the Assignment Agreements, including

not limited to any and all moneys ahd other compensation of

kind to which the said Hanes may now or hereafter be entlt-

led thereundor; and

WHEREAS, Percy Foreman, a duly licensed and practicing attor

Texas, has been admitted by the trial

judge at Memphis to its bar for the purpose of rep-

resenting tho said James Earl Ray in the trials of eases pend­

ing before said Judge, said admission having been at the request

in open court on November 1Z, 1968 made by the said James Earl

Ray, and tho oald Ray deslros to

tornoy for his said defence, and desires to assign to the said

Percy Foreman all of

tracts with the said

the rights, title and interest ho may have

time may have had under any contract or con

Author and or as assignee of any rights at
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dorivod from

foro
•i

DY THESE PRESENTS:KNOT ALL MEN

THAT I

instrument here

FOREMAN

k;

and

to me under tho

and

as

ow

bocauoe ofIng ms

to tho nt hl sForeman
XT

aa hisToxas in his own naira and

‘I
4 ‘V.

'r £ ? 
r A

further in consideration of hisand

otherwise said

Harris Gooffice in Houston

said Author

for and in consideration of monies heretofore advanTennessee

cald Author to pay tho same

bsolute and irrevocable

IN WITNISS thereof I

h

'I

any time hold by the said Hanos and any and all rights of

whatsoever kind or character ho may havo as a result of tho

writings of said author and of tholr subsequent publication

including tho right to receive accept and retain the proceeds

said rights in hit? own name absolutely now, thoro-

JAMES EARL RAY, presently in Memphis, Sholby Obunty

ccd by him in my behalf

e^vlces heretofore rendered in my bohalf and his agreement to

roprosont mp at the trial or trials of any cases presently pond

ing against mo in Shelby Gbunty, Tennessee, have

given, conveyed and transferred and do, by this

now give, assign, set over and transfer to PERCY

Houston. Harris County, Texas

aigned over

a 11 of my aforesaid right, title

na to the proceeds that would otherwise havo

accrued to mo pursuant to said Basic Agreement andto said Amanda* ;

tory Agreement, and to all of my rights thereunder as well as to

any other right or rights that might be or have been mine becauso

of the writing and subsequent purbllcation of such writing by

whether Included In said assignment by the said Hanes

Amendatory Agreement of January 29th, 1969, or

assignment and transfer heroin to tho said Percy

Foreman being a and I here now authorito

and dlroct any person , firm or corporation having funds due

owing mo by virtue of said Etislc Agreement or any subsequent

oignmantfl including said Amendatory Agreement, or otherwise

the writings of

oaid Poccy

own property

havo signod this conveyance, assign- .

merit and contract at Memphis, Shelby Co Tennessee, this tho
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AMENDATORY AGREEMENT

^J

- 1entered into with

reference to the

(a) into a certainentered■ 4 1

h * f

and Hanes

into a certain docu-

(herein the1968

1- ^

>

A

trial for such murder

some of which material

V- i»

.1^

0 * ■

and ARTHUR J HANES ’

-4
J

thereto both

Hanes" J(herein

Inc

Author^')

(b) have entered

1

K;

'•/ H

>7
4

i
/.t

»Li

Co

^wt ■ kV

K-'-
K ’(0

JJS nk 12/6/60

AMENDATORY AGREEMENT entered into this ^j ( day of

by and between WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE (herein

JAMES EARL RAY (herein "Ray")

(1) This Amendatory Agreement is

following:

The parties hereto have

Agreement and letter agreement supplementary

dated July 8 1968 (herein aid Basic Agreement )

‘J * V

to the writing of certain literary material by Author and

the grant of certain rights to Author by Ray

Ray and Hane

cent entitled Agreement dated July 5

Assignment Agreement ) under which Ray assigned to Hanes a

interest in any moneys accruing to Hanes under

oaid Basic Agreement

(c) Under and pursuant to said Basic Agreement _

Author has in fact written and is presently writing certain

literary material with respect to the murder of Martin Luther

• King, Jr Ray’s alleged participation in and Ray's coming

and the life and activities of Ray,

has been and other of which will be

published in issues qf Look Magazine by Cowles Communications

pursuant to a contract with Author, and other of which

material will be published in book form by Dell Publishing

Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author (the working

title of which book is THEY SLEW THE DREAMER").
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of card Basic

Hanes was engaged

connection with

stituted to act and now acts as attorney for Ray.

releases and other acts with

and under said Basic

dr .

such murder, or the life or activities of

not hereafter make or authorize to be made

(3)

Author and

/.I
of them under

Agreement or

of any kindagreements or contracts, written or oral,

or nature

or any of

Hanes' to

Of J

and other

Hane

actionsdemands

(d) At the time of the execution

Agreement and for some period thereafter,

• to act and did act as attorney for Ray in

Ray's coming trial, but such engagement has been terminated

Hanes no longer

city, and Percy

represents Ray as his attorney in any capa-

Foreman, an attorney at law, has been sub­

The parties are

as hereinafter provided.

desirous of effecting certain

respect to said Basic Agreement

2 Hanes does hereby transfer and assign to Ray all of

right, title and interest in,

Agreement and the Assignment Agreement,

limited to any and all money

including but not being

compensation of any kind ■

to which Hanes may now or hereafter be entitled thereunder.

further agrees that he shall not hereafter write or author-

ize to be written any literary material relating to the murder

Lu; net King,

Ray s coming trial for

Ray, and that he shall

magazine, book, dramatic

ay's alleged participation in or

motion picture, television and/or other

adaptation of any kind relating to any such subjects.

Hanes hereby forever releases and discharges Ray and

each of them from any and all claims

and causes of action which Hanes but for this release, might now

have or hereafter might have against them or either

or pursuant to said Basic Agreement, the Assignment

any other

whatsoever heretofore entered into 'between said parties

them with respect to the subject matter of said Basic

Agreement. Without limiting the foregoing, Hanes does hereby

acknowledge that he has received from Author and Ray any and all
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(4)

release and

actions and

heretofore

respect to

(5
'd

kind

caid Basic

(7)

Basicsaid

ri'?..

Hi /1

:- A

J
1

or otherwise.

notices and other

do he reby forever

ft

, written or oral

that paragraph 5. of

or any of them with

amended to'

discharge Hane

Hane

release,for thi

pecificd to be done by Author s

matter of said Ba Haneic Agreement.

furnished

moneys and other compensation which Hanes heretofore may have

been entitled to receive from Author or Ray under said Basic

Agreement, the Assignment Agreement or otherwise.

Author and Ray, and each of them,

from any and all claims, demands,'

causeb of action which they or either of them, but

might now have or hereafter might have against

under or pursuant to said Basic Agreement, the Assignment

Agreement or any other agreements or contract

entered into between said partie

the subject matter of said Basic Agreement.

The parties hereby agree that for any and all purposes

Hanes shall no longer be or bo considered as a party to said Basic

Agreement, and shall have no further right, title or interest of

any kind or nature whatsoever thereunder or under the Assignment

Agreement or any other agreements or contracts, written or oral,

heretofore entered into between the parties or any of them, with

hereby agrees to execute and deliver to Author and/or Ray upon

demand any further instruments necessary or desirable to implement

or effectuate this Amendatory Agreement.

(6) Ray does hereby acknowledge and confirm that as of

the date hereof there are no moneys or other compensation of any

now due or payable to Ray from Author under or pursuant to

Agreement, the Assignment Agreement,

Author and Ray hereby agree

Agreement shall be and the same hereby i

provide that all acts therein

agent shall be done, instead, by Author, and to provide further

that all paymento to be made and all statements,

documents to be furnished or given to Ray shall be made,
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES^^17^ ^^^ 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE - -J ■ Z

NASHVILLE DIVISION

JAMES EARL RAY, 
Resident of Tennessee

LEWI»rK

Civil No. 5380

PERCY FOREMAN, Resident of 
Texas, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, ] 
Resident of Alabama

ORDER

The complaint or petition in this action was filed

on this date, April 11, 1969, in which the plaintiff,

James Earl Ray, now confined in the State Penitentiary 

at Nashville, sues the defendants, non-residents of

Tennessee, to void certain alleged contracts and to 

obtain injunctive relief restraining the defendants 

from making further disclosure of certain alleged facts 

surrounding the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

An attorney, Robert W. Hill, Jr., duly licensed to prac­

tice in Tennessee, and J. B. Stoner, an attorney of 

Georgia, are attorneys of record. It has been represented 

to the Court by the said attorney, Robert W. Hill, Jr.( 

that it is vitally necessary in connection with the 

representation of the plaintiff that he be permitted to 

interview the plaintiff, and to obtain information which 

is indispensable to the prosecution of plaintiff's claim. 

In addition, the Court has received a letter from the 

plaintiff in which he states that he is filing the civil
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