case and that his attorneys are the said Robert W. Hill,
Jr. and J. B. Stoner.

The representation has been made to the Court by
the said attorney Hill that the state authorities have
refused to permit him to interview the plaintiff in the
State Penitentiary. .The Court requested the Chief Deputy
Clerk of the Court to contact proper state officials to
see i1f they would not permit the said attorney to have
access to plaintiff in the penitentiary without the
necessity of a court order. The Clerk was advised that
this could'not'be done.

In view of these circumstances, it.appears to the
Court that it is approPriate in the interest of justice

‘to issue an instanter order directing the Warden of

the State Penitentiary, and the Commissioner of Corrections

of Tennessee, to permit the'attorney, Robert W. Hill, Jr.

to have access to his client, James Earl Ray, in the
Tennessee State Penitentiary on this date, under such
conditions as will permit privacy between the plaintiff
and his attorney and will maintain proper security.

It is, therefore, ORDERED that the United States
Marshal forthwith serve upon Lake F. Russell, Warden,
Tennessee State Penitentiary, Nashville, Tennessee, and
Harry S. Avery, Commissioner of Corrections of Tennessee,
a certified copy of this order and that said officials

be, and they are hereby,'directed to permit Robert W. -
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Hill, Jr. toc have access to the plaintiff, James Earl

Ray, on this date for the purpose of consulting with

him in regard to the present action and any other matters
coming within the scope of the»said attorneys' employment
and representation, with all necessary provisions being
‘made to maintain the security of the plaintiff and all
other parties, and the plaintiff's confinement in the
penitentiary.
The said_state officials shall allow the said

attorney the same access to the plaintiff under the same
 cdnditions at all reasonable times in the future during

the pendency of this action.

Wi Lot

UNIfED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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DIRECTOR, FBI =
8AC, MEMPHIS (44-1931) P
MUBKIN

Subnitted herewith for tho mtomtion of the Bnrean
and completion of its files are two Xerox copies of order filed
by JAMES RARL RAY Vs. PERCY FOREMAN and WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE.
The order was entered in District Court of the U. 8. for the
I:lddlo District of Tennessee on 4/11/69

In addition to the above-mentioned order, a ion
was filed before the Honorable
Distr:lct Court, Middle Divisi

PERCY FOREMAN
and WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, - Along v:lth thia ‘petition are copies
of the various exhibits attached. Some of the exhibits pertain
to agreements reach by subject RAY and mcr FOREIAN as well as
vm.m BRABNRD mn. SN

@m U (Enc.)(AM)
1 )MEMPHIS
RGJ ;BN -
@
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IN THD CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
-DIVISION II1

STATE OF TENNESSEE

Vs

- IAME‘% FARL RAY

DEFENDANT

ORDER AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEFTING
PLEA OF GUILTY

; ?his ceuse came on for heoring before the Honorstle VW,

PRESTON BATTLE _ ° ', Judge of Division TIII , of the

Crininel Court of Shelby County, Tennessec, on the petition of the

defendant, JAMES EARL RAY , for wai_ver of t’lrial by Jﬁfy and‘
request for acceptunce of a piea of guilty, said petition being attached
- hereto and incorporated by reference herein, upon statements made in
the District Attorney General,
open Court by the defendsnt berein; his attorneysof record; /the Assistent - :
AttorneysGenersl representing the State of Tennessce; end from questioning
by the Court of defendant end his counsel in.Apen Court; end T T e
IT APPEARING 70 TﬁEFCOURT after careful considerationntﬁat the
defendant herein has been fully sadvised and understonds his right to a
trisl) by Jury on the merits of the indictment sgainst him, aﬁd that the
dcfendant hercin does not eléct to have 8 Jury deterﬁine his guilt or

Innocence under a plea of Not Gdilty; end has waived the formal feading

of the indlctment, AND:

IT FURTHER APPEARING T0 THE COURT thet the defendesnt intelligently

end understandingly walves his right to a trisl and of hi; own free will-andu

choice snd without any tﬁreats or pressure of sny kird or promises, other.
thot the reconmendation of the State os to punishment' and does éesire_to~-~-
enter a plca of gullty snd accept the zocoﬂmcndation of the Sta 2 as to
punishment, wvaives his righ£ to o Motion for a New Trial and/or an appcal.

IT IS THREREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DRCREED that the petition

filed hereln be ond the same is hereby gronted.

) N
Enter this the __ [C — doy of  Maych » 1969 .

\“/éA//D\f T leFZTEf

JUDGE
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IN THE CRIHINAL COURT O SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
' DIVISION _IIir oo ,

* STATE OF TENNESSEE

NO. 16645

Vs.

‘JAMES EARL RAY
DEFENDANT

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR
- ACCEPTANCE OF YILEA OF GUILYY

That my true fll neme is JAMES EARL RAY ond-I sssert that
0)1 proceedings ugainst me should be had in the neme which I hercby declore to be my
true nome.

My attorney in the cause 4s PERCY FOREMAN s ¥ho wos se-
lected end retsined by me,/whq was appointed by the Court mkxoyxxsm y to represent
me in this csuse. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defen er,

.o, I have received s copy of the Iindictment vefore being called upon to plead,
“and I have read and discussed it with my attorney, and believe end feel that I under=-
stand the sccusation made against me Iin this cese end in each case listed herein. I =
hereby waive the formal reading of the indictment, Tl

. I have told my attorney the facts end surrounding circumstasnces as known _
to me concerning the motters mentioned in the indictments, and believe and feel that CL
my attorney is fully informed as to oll such matters, My sttorney has Informed me '
at to the nasture ond cause of each accusation egoinst me, snd as to vny ond all

possible defenses I might have in this cause.

My ettorney has advised me &s to the punishment provided by law for the
offenses charged and embroced in the indictment opgainst me. My attorney has further
sdvised that punishment which the law provides for the crime with which I em charged
in the indictment is as follows: . v

death by electrocution or conflncmcnt in the State Penltentlary for

Jdife or for some period of t1me over twcnty (20) years

sand if sccepted by the Court and Jury my sentence on o plea of guilty will be:

confinement in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99).

e It has Yeen fully explained to me and I understand that I msy, if I so choose,
plead "Not Guilty" to any offense charged sgainst me, and that if I choose to plead "Not
Gullty" the Constitution guarantees and this Court will provide me the right to & speedy.
snd public trial by Jury; the right to sce and hesr sll witncsses agoinst me; the right
to use the power and process of the Court to compall the production of any evidence,
including the attendance of any witness, in my favor; and the right to hove the assis-
tance of counsel in ny defense at all stoages of the proceedlngu.

R )

.,

In the exercise of my own free will end choice and without ony threats or
pressure of any kind or promises of galn or favor frowm any source whatsoever, eond being
fully eware of the oction I om taking, I do hereby in open Court request the Court to
accept my plea of gullty to the charges outlined herein. I hereby waive sny right I
- moy or could hove to a Motion for a New Trial, and/o“ an appeal,

. ‘“J*%jfx‘fit. uiazmﬁur§54w~ 5%“\//

' - : Defendont /

[D/u/w(//

j?/{: j/{&&( K DR
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DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT

JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE
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VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WAIVER AND ORDER

"James Earl Ray, stand."

"Have youi lawyers cxplained all your rights to you and do

you understand them?"

"Yes"
"Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jury on the
charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, tﬁe punish-
ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by
Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of
proof is on the State of Tennessce to prove you guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt and to 2 moral certainty and the de-
cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and
punishment?

In the event of a jury verdict against you, you would
have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed to
the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against
you on youf Motion for a New Trial, you would have the right
to successive appeals to the Tenneséee Court of Criminal Ap-
peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe-
tition for review by the Supremé Court of the United States?
Do you understand that you have all these rights?"

"Yes" ' )
"You are entering a plea of Guilty to Murder in the First
Degree as charged in the Indictment and are compromising
and settling your case on agrced punishment of ninety-nine
ycars in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you want to
do?"

"Yes"
"Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving
up", a formal frial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws
of this State requirec the prosccution to present certain evi-
dence to a jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in

the First Degrece?
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Voir Dire

DEFENDANT

JUDGE
DEFENDANT
‘JUDGE

DEFENDANT

JUDGE

of Defendant on Waiver and’Order

By your plea of guilty you are also waiving your rights
to (1) Motion for a New Trial; (2) Successive Appcals to
the Tennessee Court of Criminal Appecals and the Supreme
Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by the Supreme
Court of the Unifcd States.

- By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and
waiving your objections andvexceptions to all the Motions
and Petition; in which the Court has heretofore ruled against
you in whole or in ﬁart, among them being:

Motion to withdraw plea and quash indictment
Motion to inspect evidence
Motion to remove lights and cameras from jail’
Motion for private consultation with attorney
Petition to authorize defendant to take depositions
Motion to permit conference with Huie
Motion to permit photographs
Motion to designate court reporters

9. Motion to stipulate testimony

10, Suggestion of proper name"

"YeS"

"Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in
2
the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead

guilty? Has anything“elsc-becn promised you by anyone?"
"No"
"Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been
used on you to get you to plead guilty?"
"No" /

"Are you pleading guilty to Murder in the First Degree in

~this casc because you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under

DEFENDANT

such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of

Murder in the First Degrce under:the law as explained to

you by your lawyers?"

HYCSH
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Voir Dire of Defendant on Waiver and Order

S JupaR - ~- “Is this Pled ©f GUlLEy "Te Muvdor in tho'ﬁirat“nog;oa with~;--m'
agreed punishment of ninety-nine yéars in the State Peni-
tentiary, freely, voiuﬁt;rig;“;;éi;ﬁé;;;;;;giﬁé1y made ;A&wm—‘ﬁv“-~
entered by you?"

DEFENDANT  "Yecs'

JUDGE "Is this Plea of Guiity on your part the free act of yoﬁr
free will, made with your full knowledge and undgrstanding
of its meaning and consequences?"

DEFENDANT  "Yes"

JUDGE "You may be seated."

v ‘
ﬁ br'-!-—
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