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WILLIAM CIRONE, Administrative Division, advised
same date that the inactive file rehabilitation and education
folders, including the subject's, were destroyed approxi-
mately two years ago.

. On April 29, 1968, Mr. MORT ROTHSTING, Attorney,
Veterans Admlnlstratlon (VA), Chicago, Illinois, advised
SA SWINFORD that although the rehabilitation and education
folder for JAMES EARL RAY under Public Law 86-146 were A
destroyed, he located a microfilm record of payments received
by RAY for training under the aforementioned law., He ad-
vised payments were received by RAY from May 2, 1949, to
January 31, 1952, during which time VA checks were malled
to RAY at the follow1ng addresses'

61 East Cedar Street
Chicago, Illinois

2238 Dayton Street
Chicago, Illinois

2025 North Sedgwick Street
Chicago, Illinois

1429 Cherry
Quincy, Illinois

,459‘St. James Place
‘Chicago, Illinois

. , He advised the identities of the institutions
‘where training was received by RAY were not recorded and
the above is the only information on file for RAY with
the VA offlce in Chlcago.
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FOULKS. At that time, she had the phone number of

EA 7-2087. Mr. POTTS who was in the same capacity with.the
seminary at that time, advised that he has no other records
or recollection of this woman and no idea as to her present
whereabouts. He said that the records also reveal that Miss
AIMEE SCHMITZ took over the rooming house in March of 1953
and had some business dealings with Mrs. FOULKS. Mr."

" POTTS also had no records or recollection of the present
whereabouts of Miss SCHMITZ. o
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-+ The following investigation was conducted by.
SA WILLIAM M. C'BRIEN and MICHAEL A. GARRETIT at Chicago,
Illinois, on April 26, 1968: '

- Mr. NICHOLAS LANDIS, Owner of the Deming-Clark
Radio and Television Shop at 2485 North Clark Street,
advised that the building formerly at 459 S5t. James Place,
Chicago, Illinois, had burned down sometime during the winter
of 19%3. He stated that there is an empty lot at that location:
at the present time. He stated that he was in this neighborhood
during ¥950,'but cannot recall anyone resembling the
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY. He stated that during 1950
there was an apartment house at 459 St. James Place and that
the manager of the apartment house was MAX REMICK. He
advised that Mr. REM?CK is presently deceased but that his
¥%{¢ is presently residing at 910 West Ainsle, Chicago,
inois. o S

Mrs. PMAX REMICK, 910 West Ainsle, advised that she
and her husband, presently deceased, were the managers of
the apartment building at 459 St. James Place in 1950. She

"was exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and advised
that she does not remember whether or not this individual
resided at that address. She stated that she did not keep
any records re%arding.the residents at that address and
that it would be  impossible for her to recall any of the .
residents from that period of time. . ' ‘

K , Personél observation by the above Agentslih the
neighborhood of 459 St. James Place, revealed an empty lot
at that location. : » : A o

. - Personal observation by the above Agents in the
neighborhood of 5050 North Broadway, revealed that the
Combined Insurance Company of America occupies the building
at that location. :

- A check of the Criss-Cross Directory for the City
of Chicago during 1950 revealed that the address of 5050
North Broadway was occupied by American Television, Inc.

The directory also revealed that the address of 459 St. James
Place in 1950 was occupied by the following individuals:
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MAX REMICK
Telephone Number LI 9-9550

Premier Coil Cleaner
vTelephone—Number LI 9-9550

VERONICA WOODHOUSE
 Telephone Number GR 2- 8009

‘ A check of the records of the Chicago Credit Bureau
for VERONICA WOODHOUSE was negatlve.

BILL SUTTER, Owner of the Kaller-Youngquist Body
Shop at 5041 North Broadway, was exhibited a photograph
of JAMES EARL RAY. He advised that he has been in business
for the past thirty years at this location and does not
recognize the photograph of RAY as anyone that he has come
in contact with. He stated that as far as he can recall,

the Combined Insurance Company was at 5050 North Broadway ,
in 1950.

EDWARD DONALD and MORRIS SCHWARTZ, Managers

~of the Argyle Liquor Store at 5021 North Broadway, advised that
they were at this location in 1950, but cannot recall an

person who may have resembled the-photograph -of - JAMES. EARL
RAY.
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: On April 30, 1968, Mr. RALPH NATHANSON Owner
of building at 2025 North Sedi1ck, advised SA ROBERT P,
BRANNIGAN that he has lived in this neighborhood for the past -
25 years, He added that he purchased the building in 1962,
NATHANSON stated that subject was unknown to him by name
or photograph and added that he has never seen subject in -
the neighborhood. He stated that -he is the only person

- in.the neighborhood who has resided here for the past 25
years, ,

On April 30, 1968, Mr, EDWARD UNTERBERG, Second
Floor Apartment, 2238 Dayton Street, advised SA BRANNIGAN
that he ‘has re51ded at this address for the past eight
years, He stated that he did not recognize subject, JAMES
EARL RAY, by either name or photograph., He stated that
he was famlllar with the neighborhood and stated. that he
has never seen subject in this area, He added that this
is a changing neighborhood and that he probably was the only
individual in the neighborhood whohs resided here longer
than five years°
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on 5/1/68, JACK REIRMAN, Janitor for 33 East Cedar Street,
Chicago, Illinois, was contacted at his place of employment and
advised he was janitor of 59-65 East Cedar Street, Chicago, during
1961-1966, He advised that to the best of his knowledge the
property at 61l East Cedar Striet, Chicago, was one of four .

brown stone buildingsthat navmake up 59-65 East Cedar’ Street,
Chicago. He stated to the best of hisknow edge these four

brown stone buildingsduring 1951-1952 were rented out as rooming
houses and were owned by one Mr. WILLIS now deceased. He stated
he did not know if Mr. WILLIS actdally lived in this vicinity and
he Aid not know of anyone in the no:gnuorhood who may recall

RAY residing here. . e noted that this neighborhood has completely
changed and most of the homes have been converted to apartments.
He stated a photograph of the subject was not familiar to him,

lle stated he heard from an unrecalled source that Mr., WILLIS,
believed to be. the former owner of this property at 59-65

East Cedar Street, thcapo, died approximately four years ago

and he did not havo any information regarding any relatives of

Mr. WILLIS who may have resided here at the tlme RAY reportedly
reslded here, ) . _

. The follow1nd 1nvcsf1patlon was conducted in . the vicinity
of 2725 North Pine Grove, Chicago, Illinois, it being noted that
JAMES FART RAY reportedly re51ded here durlnﬁ tne period betwoen
0/13/51 and 5/78/52 o

w

On 5/1/68 1nvc,t1gatlon in .the v1clnlty of 2725 North Pine
Grove, . determined that this was a non-existent
address now occunled by the Andora Apartments, 2727 North Pine
Grove, Chica:o.

on 5/1/68, Mrs. LFF VOJNOVIF Mananer Andora’ Apartments,
2727 North Plne Grove, Chicago, adv1sed that this apartmént is
now apnhroximately three years old, and that two or three large
homes, formerly rented as rooming houses' were torn down to make
room for this apartment. "She advised the subject's pnotograph
was not familiar to her and she had no information concernlng
the subject, noting that she has only been manager here since

the apartment was built, She stated this entire neighborhond

has under:one comnlete change since 1951-1952 and that large
apartments now occupy space iornerly occupied by family dwellings.
She stated she did not know who formerly owned 2725 North Pine
Grove in Chicago but suggested that possibly Mr. DOMALD COOPER,
Cooper Brothcrs and- Associates, 2640 VWest Touhy Road, Chicago,

current managers of the Andora Apartments, could give this
information, -

On 5/1/68, Mr, DONALD CONPER, Eooper Brothers and Associates,
2640 test Touhy Road, Chicago, advised that his concern purchased
property formerly at 2725 North Pine Grove, Chicago, and adjoining
property in Sentember, 1963 to make room to build the Andora
Anartments. lle stated the former owner of the property was
Supera Property Management, 1226 North State Street, Chicago,
J1lin~ris. Mr. COOPER advised he had no information regarding

: : ’ ' - 112 -- '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CG 44-1114 .
JPO: jap

{

RAY and that RAY's photograph was not familiar to him. e
further advised he did not know of anyone residing in the
vicinity of 2725 Morth Pine Grove in Chica;io who resided in
this area during 1951-1952,

on 5/1/68 unsudccessful efforts were made to contact
LOUIS SUPERA, Owner, Supera Property Management, 1226 North
State Strect, Chicago, Illinois,

On 5/3/68, LOUIS SUPERA was contacted at his place of
employment and advised he was the former owner of 2725 North
Pine Grove in Chicago durlng 1951-1952 and recalls he rented
this house out as a roomins house during this period, Ile stated’
individuals who resided at this location were mostly transients
and did not reside here long. He was unable to recall the
subject as residing at this loecation during the pertinent veriod.
Ile stated he himself did net live at this location but merely
" ‘rented it  out and.-he had no information after viewing a photograph
of the subject as to the subject's background or friends, Ie
stated he did not know of anyone who would recall the subject as.
having resided at 2725 North Pine Grove’ durlng 1951-1952 and :
noted that all records,including rent receipts, have beén destroyed
by him since he sold the property several years ago, »
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JOHN WARD Friend, 731 West 69th Street, ‘
‘Chicago, I1linois’ ‘ '

. Mrs. MARION L, DAVIS, Mother, 6701 South
Halsted, Chicago, Illinois,., -

The following 1nvest1gat10n‘Was conducted. by'
SA JOSEPH S, REICHART and SA ROBERT KLEINSCHMIDT on May 1,
- .1968:

- Investigation at 6701 South Halsted,in an effort
to locate RIVERA's mother, revealed that this site is presently
occupied by a Standard Oil Service Station,  Investigation
to locate JOHN WARD, a friend of RIVERA, revealed that the
only two tenants of that building, Mrs, MARIE COVINGTON and
Mrs. RUBY MAE WILLIAMS, were ot acquainted with him and they .
further advised that there have been no white individuals '
residing in the -immediate neighborhood for over eight years.
They advised that the . building is presently managed by
Boyd Realty Company, 917 West 69th Street, Investigation at
Boyd Realty Company revealed that that company d1d not own
the bu11d1ng in questlon in. 1956

On same date, JOHN J° CERMAK, Vice Pre51dent,

Savoy Drug and Chemical Company, 16 South Peoria, Chicago,

© Illinois, advised that employment records of termlnated
employees are destroyed four years after termination of
employment. A He advised that a search of records of present
employees and employees who have terminated employment within
the past four years failed to reveal an EDWARD PAUL RIVERA
among those records. He contacted various supervisors but
they were unable to recall from memory any 1nformat10n
concernlng EDWARD PAUL RIVERA :

- On Same date,‘lnvestlgation at 1621 West Division,
RIVERA's last known address, indicated that this was a YMCA
and their records indicated that RIVERA resided at that
address from approximately September, 1955, to June, 1956,
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On Aprll 25, 1968 the Springfield Division ad-
vised that ROY WILLIS Rlchfleld Minnesota, had stated that
he recalled that in 1955 the subJect was friendly with a -
police character by the name of BUDDY BATCHELDER or BATCHELOR
who had numerous arrests both in Hannlbal Missouri, and
Quincy, Illinois, Ihvestigation at Sprlngfleld identif ied
BATCHELDER as MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, FBI Number 548312B,'
who is presently in the Illinois State Penitentiary,
Joliet, Illinois,

On May 3, 1968, MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, Inmate
number 59756, Illinois State Penitentiary, Stateville Branch,
Joliet, 1111n01s, advised SA GEORGE H, BENIGNI that he has
seen repeated photographs of subject RAY since the MARTIN
LUTHER KING murder and he is not sure whether or not he has
ever had personal contact with him, He said that if he had
contact with RAY, it would have:.been approximately fifteen
years ago while he, BATCHELDER, operated a tavern in Quincy,
Illinois, He said that he recalls having a patron in his
tavern by the :name of RAY or RYAN and believes that he was
convicted of a criminal charge in Quincy, Illinois, with
a RALPH DAVIS, JR., also known as MANNY DAVIS, who currently
operates the Manny Davis Construction Company in Quincy.

'BATCHELDER stated that he was unable to furnish
any additional 1nformat10n on subJect RAY due to the passage
of time,
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RAY talked freely to the postal inspectors concernlng
his association with RIFE, their travels together and the passing
of instant money orders, He refused to furnish a written
statement. At this time; he had known RIFE for a per1od of
approximately one week,

On April 1, 1955, both subjects entered guilty pleas‘
in the United States District Court, Kansas City, Missouri,
concerning the forging and cashing of stolen postal money
orders and possession of stolen money orders. On July 1,

1955, RIFE was sentenced to three yearsin prison and RAY
was sentenced to 3 3/4 years, .

A review of this file reflects that the 32 money
orders cashed by RIFE and RAY were cashed at St. Louis,
Missouri; Alton, Illinois; Hot Springs, Arkansas; Memphls,
Tennessee; Hot Springs, Louisianaj 'Kansas City, Missouri;
St. Petersburg, Miami, Miami Beach Daytona Beach, Jacksonv111e,
Tallahassee, and Tampa, Florlda

g Instant burglary was never solved and the Post Office
Department closed their case in this matter, Their file does
not contain any background inform tion or descrlptlve data
concerning elther RIFE or RAY. :
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, On April 22, 1968, SA JOSEPH M. BURKE contacted -
GEORGE PARKER, Deputy Chief Coroner, Cook County, Chicago,
Illinois. Mr. PARKER advised that all unidentified bodies
brought into the County morgue are fingerprinted by the
Chicago Police Department. If the cause of death ‘is from
assault or means of violence, the:fingerprinting is done by
the Chicago Policé Department Crime Lab. If the cause of
death is for any other reason, the fingerprinting is done
by the Missing Persons Bureau. All fingerprints are then
sent to the Chicago Police Department Identification
Section.

Mr. PARKER was requested to be alert for the
p0551b111ty that any udrdidentified body might be. identical
with JAMES EARL RAY whose fingerprints were on file with
the Chicago Police Department. Mr. PARKER stated that if

anyone was brought in who was suspected to be RAY, he would
immediately -contact the Chicago Office of the FBI.
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- The following investigation was conducted by
SA ROLLAND J, MC FARLAND and SA WILLIAM P, KINANE on
April 25, 1968; at Chicago, Illinois:

Mr .. WALLY JONAS, Program Coordlnator, Hyde Park
YMCA, 1400 West 53rd Street, Chicago, Illinois, was contacted
and adv1sed that very few "h1pp1es" reside at the Hyde Park
~ YMCA and he could not personally suggest any such individuals
who might be cooperative,

- JONAS stated as far as lie knew, the "h1pp1es" res1ding
in the Hyde Park area of Chicago génerally stayed with their
friends and did not 11ve in roomxng houses or other commercial
establishments, :

JESSE TAYI.DRp Negro male, 10148, South Eberhart Chlcago,

Il1linois, was contacted in the Harper®s Court area., He

advised that most of the "hippie~type" individuals residing.

in the Hyde Park area were either University of Chlcago students
or young Chicago people who may have grav1tated to that area,
When shown a photograph of RAY, he stated in his opinion, this
individwl would not frequent the Hyde Park.area in view of . the
large number of Negroes who resided in this area.. TAYLOR
said he could furnlsh no information concernlng RAY.

JOHN JOHN (LNU) and BILL (LNU) were contacted at
the Medici Green Door Bookshop, 1450 East 57th Street, and ,
-upon viewing a photograph of RAY, stated tia they could furnish
. no iformation regardlng thlS 1nd1vidua1° ,

RITA (LNU) was contacted at Ahmad’s Coffee Shop,
1420 East 57th Street, Chicago, Illinois., She was shown a
photograph of RAY and stated she could furnish no 1nformation
concernlng thls 1nd1v1dua1° :

. A person who refused to glve hlS 1dent1ty was con-
tacted at 6030 South Dorchester and advised tht a number of
"hipple-type" individuals had been known to reside at that
address in the past but as far as he knew, noné of these
individuals were from California, Georgia, or Louisiana,
This individual was shown a photograph of RAY which he’ was
unable to identify,. .

127 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




CG 44-1114
RWR: jap

o
—

On April 25, 1968, SA ROBERT W, REINKENS and SA DALE
D, CONROY contacted the f0110w1ng 1nd1v1dua1s known to associate
with hippies regarding any knowledge they mlght have concerning
JAMES EARL RAY with negative results:

JAMES LATO

"Headland" - .
1250 North Wells Street
Chicago, Illinois

BONNIE HILL

"The Molehole"

230 West North Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

'BILL JAKE |
La Piazza Restaurant
Piper's Alley

Chicago, Illinois

ELAINE BLISS
"Sanity"

Piper®s Alley
Chicago, Illinois

MEG SMITH.

"Garment Industry"

1404 North Wells Street
Chicago, Illinois

ROBERT SALETKA

"Weoxd Woom"

1450 North Wells Street
Chicago, 1111n01s

On Aprll 26 1968, copies of the Identification Order
for the subject were ﬂlven to the commander of the 18th
District, Chicago Pollce Department, for all personnel assigned.
This dlstrlct encompasses the "hlpple nelghborhood "
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The following investigation was conducted by SA ROLLAND
J, MC FARLAND and SA H, PHILIP HEIL, JR. on April 26 1968, at.
Chlcago, Illinois:

JOSEPH G. MOORE, Owner of the No-Exit Coffee Shop, :
7001 North Glenwood, home address 909 Foster Street, Evanston,
Illinois, was contacted at his place of employment° He stated
that he did not know of any "hippies" living in Chicago who
may have come to Chicago from California or Georgla nor could
-he furnish any 1nformat1on concerning RAY,

CARLA (LNU) Owner of Retinal Circus, Psychodelic Shop, -
7025 North Glenwood, was contacted at her place of employment,
She was shown a photograph of RAY but advised she could furnlsh
no information concerning this individual. .

GLEN REYNOLDS was cogtacted at the Hello Psychodellc
Shop, 7060 North Paulina, and upon viewing a photograph of -
RAY, was unable to furnish any information concerning this
individual° -However, REYNOLDS advised that he would inform
all other "hippies" with whom he was acquainted as to the
p0551b111ty RAY might appear in his nelghborhood°

REYNOLDS advised that many "hlpples" who arrive. in
. Chicago would establish contacts through the Hello Shop in
securing a place to live but he could not recall whether any
such individual had arrived from California or Georgla in
Chicago.,

. o " REYNOLDS stated that he did not know of any rooming
houses or commexial establishments in the Rogers Park area of
Chicago where "hippies'" might reside, He stated many such
persons do live in the area but generally with friends.

An individual who would not identify henself was
contacted at the Four Heads Psychodelic Shop, 6744 North Sheridan
Road., Upon viewing a photograph of RAY, she stated she could
furnish no lnformatlon concerning this ind1v1dua1
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She was unable to furnish a physicalideéscription
of RAY, '

Mrs. LINDA BERGIN, daughter of Mrs. ALICE MEYER,
673 North Water Street, South Elgin, advised she collected the
rent from JAMES RAY when RAY resided in the upstairs apartment
at 615 North Water Street. She stated the photograph of
JAMES EARL RAY, also known as ERIC STARVO GALT, was definitely
not identical with the JAMES RAY who resided in the apartment.
She described the RAY who resided in the apariment
as a very very thin individual with a very thin face who
must have been over 6 feet tall, had dark hair, a very slender
build, and a heavy mustache, She said that he was about
28-30 years of age and supposedly worked at a landscaping
or nursery somewhere in the area. She said RAY's wife
was a very heavy woman and they had one child and another child
was expected shortly before they moved in September, 1967.

Mr. and Mrs, RONALD RICHARDSON, 724 North Water

Street, South Elgin, Illinois, telephone SH 1-0636, stated
that the JAMES RAY who resided at 615 North Water Street,

was definitely not identical with the photograph of the

JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to them. RONALD RICHARDSON stated .
that he recalls that RAY had -a 1958 Pontiac,white with blue

on the sides, and at one time or other he magked at Illinois
Iron and Bolt Company and on some construction jobs in the
area. He said RAY was about 6'3" tall, and weighed 140 pounds,
at the most and was very unkempt in his appearance and always
appeared quite slovenly. He stated that he had little to do
with RAY but that RAY would fool with motorcycles with

GEORGE MC KUTCHEON who also lives on Water Street and who mlght
know more concerning RAY. He said that the last he knew,

RAY supposedly had moved back to Ca11forn1a and he left the
area near the end of the summer.

-RICHARDSON said that he, RICHARDSON, was formerly
employed as a police officer by the South E1g1n Police
Department and that RAY never got into any difficulty with
the law in South Elgin while he was in the area.
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