.

NR@90 WA PLAIN

8s13PM NITEL ©@8-86 76 SRS

TO ALL SACS jrjjff% .

FROM D IRECTOR %

MART IN LUTHER KING, JR .3 DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

REBUTEL JULY 29, 1976 IN ORDER THAT COSTS INCURRED
IN CONNECT ION WITH THIS MATTER MAY BE COMPILED, YOU ARE
REQUESTED TO FURNISH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATIONG

l« MANPOWER: THE NAME, GRADE AND SALARY STEP, AND
HOURS SPENT, BOTH REGULAR AND OVERTIME, BY EACH EMPLOYEE
WHO WORKED ON THIS MAITER.

2. UNUSUAL COSTS: ANY UNUSUAL OR OUT-OF-THE-

ORD INARY COSTS., THESE COSTS SHOULD BE ITEMIZED AND THE
COST OF EACH ITEM SHOWN SEPARATELY.

ALL REPORTS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU,
ATTENT ION BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION, FINANCE AND
PERSONNEL DIVISION., THE FIRST REPORT FOR THE PERIOD
THROWGH AUGUST 31, 1976, AND FOR EACH MONTH THEREAFTER
SHOULD REACH THE BUREAU BY THE FIFTH WORKDAY OF EACH
MONT H.

END

- \
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-;snc, mznwAuxns (44-388) (RUC)
" MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.;
DEPARTMENTAL BEVIEH; .

| y%%;cost'nasa L

;  Ra Butela dated 6/11/76, 7/29/76, and 8/6/76.. |

The tbllowing information is. ‘being furnished as to‘

- the eost ineurrad in connection with captionod matterc'

S Manpowor: §A EUGENE G. BABLER, Grade 13, . .
S '~ Balary Step 10, spant eight regular
~ hours working on thia matter.

2, Hnusual Ccats.\.Bone“'

Hoe

SEARCHED _ IT“”ED
- SERIALIZED &Zbrw»umw_ﬁun-m

4/9/ <28?? Qﬁdi::z_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

jonvicted assassin James
E4qll Ray- has been mdied
fr{jm the main pfFisonf/in
Ngjhville to Brushy Mounjpin
State Prison in -east Tenffes-
see, C.' Murray “Henderson,
corrections commibsioner,
sgjd over the weekend. Ray, A-3
S| Vilflgh99i{ears for the sjy-
ig} of the Rev. Martin Lufper

g Jr, was among }|50 Milwaukee Journal

prisoners transferred. . Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Date: 8/16/76
Edition:LatGSt

Author;
EditorRte He Leonard

Title:

Character:

or
Classification: %388

Submitting OfficeM it 1Waukee

[] Being Investigated

y-388 S0 7

BEARCHED. .o NDEXED___,,_,....
EERlAUZEDﬂjenr,.,"FILED..[:,\,(_.«»_..«-~

AUG LY 19706
FEI-—MILWAUKEE

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

4.,

\

(Mounf Clipping in Spuce Below)

ﬁ]{-gresswnal Report—

ennedy, King Death Probes
May Start Quickly in House

I0T{Rer MCHUTEd Bive st

Washington, D.C. —UPI—' ed [hat the finding was qjr-
The head of a committee to rec|] regardless of the
reopen investigations into the revidations. f

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

assassinations of Presigent
“John F. Kennedy and Mjrtin
Luther King Jr. says he|be-

Much of the oppositio to
the new inquiry centered on

\
lieves there was a conspjlacy: -t

in the Kennedy killing and is
asking for $250,000 to start
immediate hearings.

* The select committee was
set up by the House Friday on
a 280-65 vote. (In the Wis-

consin delegation, only GOP

Rep. William Steiger was

osed.)

? he first chairman, Rep.
Tljomas Downing (D-Va.),
relires at the end of this year,
and the panel must be res-
tructured when Congress
reconvenes in January.

Downing asked for the
$250,000 to hire staff and
" begin hearings before the end

of the year. Congress winds
up its session Oct..2. Down-
ing said recent revelationf| of

CIA and FBI activities ré,
.ing to the investigationg

the deaths raised enollg

questions to justify new
probes.

- Downing sald information
was now available that was
not known at the time of the

N Giancana and John

B, the two Mafia figu!
connected with a CIA plot to
assassinate Castro. Downing
said that at the outset the
committee would concentrate
on Kennedy and King.

vers was broadened
gzi] e of the recent deaths||
S
se

King was slain in Memphis

. in 1968. Many believe that

James Earl Ray, imprisoned
for the crime, was not the
only person involved.

Asked for comment on the

hat need? When

thitough with it, I'd stjiil be
Xhout a son.” d,

original Kennedy investiga- |
tion, such as the deaths of .

two Mafia figures recruited
by the CIA to kill Cuban

Premier Fidel Castro and pos- -
sible ties to the Mafia and |

Cuba of Kennedy assassina- :

tion figures.

¢

“I am convinced a conspir- -
acy was involved,” Downing

said.

The blue ribbon Warren
C ission that investigated
. Kerlpedy’s 1963 death f¢find
. tha{{Lee Harvey Oswald‘ as
the{lone assassin and thd§ no
conspiracy was involved and

Bt ns s nmahnwn harra lualad
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__nt" Kennedy and: Martlﬁ
thér King' Jr. to warrant

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

other deaths besides those of |

Kennedy and.King. It could"

- even Jook into the’ assassina-

tions of Presidents- Lincoln,

.| McKinley and Garfield, oppo-.
| nents pointed out.

'l(ge new, panel’s first
chalrman, retirmg R‘

and Cuban. ties of JFK agsas-
sination fxgures - data un-
known to the Warren Com-
mission  when it said - Lee
Harvey Oswald was the lone
assassin and ‘no consplracy
was mvolved.

" Other allegations of
wrongdoing by the FBI and :
sloppy investigation -into ‘the | ;
Kennedy assassination, its
harassment of King and -the
T4t that King's assassin hg
béen denied a new trial wij
cijpd as justlflcat‘ion for
sptcial anel,

Downing said,’ “I am con-
vinced a conspiracy was in- -
volved” -in the Kennegdy .
death. JThe American people
want and deserVe to km)w |
the truth, he said -

But Rep B.F. SlSk (D-
Calif.) told the House,, “I-
& ught we put, this turkey to.:

d a-long time ago" ‘when.
‘the: Rules=Committee VOted:
2 inst it lést March. ,

"t deaths and “of any th-,_
' tb.e select committee ggall’
rmme ” The panei w' 1d"

'sa

“For the present ‘the com-
mittee's efforts will -be con-.
centrated on the deaths of .
these two people,” Downing

the scope was broaden
bevause of the recent deatl
of Sam Giancana and Jo
Roselli, .two Mafia ~figurés

sa .
1 ep. John Anderson ¢R-I1}

connected with a CIA plot to
‘assassinate Castro. =

. Downing promptly .asked

_ for $250,000 to hire staff and
begin hearings before the end
of the year. But Rep. Frank -

Thompson (D-N.J.), chairméan
of the House Administration

Committee which authorizes.

such “funds, questioned set-
ting up a committee two
weeks. before the scheduled
end of the session whenj§it.
uld have to be re-crea
the seating of a n
C gness in January.:

ODMI-1L-388
lpMI-62-1178
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HROA748 2839318
RR AFD
DE HQ
R 7521157 OCT 76
FM DIRECTOR (10@-136673)
TO ALL SACS ROUTINE
3T
EFTO
MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.
3UDED OCTOBER 26, 1976

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPES TO ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 28,
1976 AND JULY 33, 1976 WHICH PROVIDED BACKGROUND MATERIAL
REGARDING REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS CURRENTLY BEING
CONDUCTED B3Y THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR)
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. TELETYPES ALSO PROVIDED
INSTRUCTIONS FOR CERTAIN FIELD OFICES TO FURNISH TO FBIHG A
COPY OF ALL SERIALS CONTAINED IN THE KING ASSASSINATION FILE
CAPTIONED, "MURKIN".

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO INSTRUCT MAJORITY OF FIELD
OFFICES TO REPRODUCE AND SEND TO FBIHG KING AND RELATED

SECURITY FILES FOR REVIEW BY THE OPR TAASK FORCE.

St - 358~y

SEARCHED INDEXED
SERIALIZED A FiLEDA. .

FBI — MILWAUKEE |}
fo aclige
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PAGE TWO (190-1266702) E F T O

THE TASK FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW FIELD OFFICE FILES
AND SUBFILES IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS: (1) MARTIN
LUTHER XING, JR., SM=-C, BUFILE 1002-1866725 (2)) COMMUNIST
INFILTRATION OF SOU THERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,
IS-C, BYUFILE 128-4387943 (3) COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL
MATTERS (CIRM), BUFILE 129-4425293 (4) CPUSA - NEGRO
QUESTION, BUFILE 102-3-116; (5) STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, SM-C,
BUFILE 199-392452.

IT 15 WOTZD THAT EACH FIELD OFFICE PROVIDED A COMPLETEE
INVENTORY OF THE ABOVE FILES IN RESPOWNSE TO FBIHG@ TELET YPE
TO ALL OFFICES DATED DECEMBER 9, 1975 CAPTIONED, "MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR".

THE BELOW INSTRUCCTIONS DO NOT APPLY TO ATLANTA AND
CHICAGO BECAAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE PARTIALLY REVIEWED
FILES OF THESE OFFICES AND PLAN TO RETURN THERE IN THE NEAR
FUTURE TO COMPLETE REVIEW,

THE BELOW INSTRUCTIONS DO NOT APPLY TO NEW YORX AND
BALTIMORE BECAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNNEL PLAN TRAVEL TO THESE

OFFICES IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO REVIEW ALL ABOVE FILES,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE (122-106678) E F T O

BIRMINNGHAM, CHARLOTTE, XKANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES, MEWMPHIS,
MILWAUKEE, NEEW ORLEANS, OMAHA, ST, LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO,
SPRINGFIELD AND WAASHINGTON FIZLD DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTIONS SINCE
OPR REVIEW OF YOUR KING RELATED FILES HAS BEEN COMPLETED,

SAN JUAN DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTIONS SINCE YOUR FILE
INVENTORY RESPONSE SHOWS YOUR OFFFICE HAS NO SECURITY FILES
RELATING TO KING.

ALL OTHER RECIPIENTS FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH
SERIAL CONTAIINED IN THE ABOVE SPECIFIED FILESS.

IT WIILL BE NECESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE FIRST PAGE OF
ANY DOCUMENT IN YOUR FILES IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HASS BEEN
SUBMITTED TO FBIH@. TTHIS WILL INCLUDE DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING
IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD DIVISIONS.

IT IS NOTED THAT THIS FIRST PAGE SHOULD CONTAIN THE FIELD OFFICE

SERIAL IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENNT CAN MAKE A COMPLETE CHRONO-

LOGICAL ACCOUNNTING OF EACH FIEZLD OFFICE SERIAL. ANY DOCUMENNTS

IN YOUR FILLES, COPIES OF WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ,
MUST BE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ENTIRETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ.

IF ANY FILE CONTAINS PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS, OR OTHER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR (1892-196673) E F T O

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT 3E XEROXED, A BRIEF DESCRIPTIONN OF EACH
ITEMAND LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN COMMUNICATIONS
TRANSMITTING DESIRED DOCUMENTS TO FBIHAQ.

WITH RESPECT TO FILES CONCERNING CIRM AND CPUSA - NEGRO
QUESTION, THE OPR TASK FORCE HAS AGREED TO A CUTOFF YEAR OF
1962, THEREFORE, NO SERIAL IN THESE FILES DATED PRIOR TO
JANUARY 1969 NEED BE SUBMITTEID. THIS CUTOFF DATE DOEES NOT
APPLY TO INVESTIGATIVE FILES CONCERNING KING, SCLC AD
LEVISON,

IT IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL DESIRED BY THE TASX FORCE
BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIH@ BY OCTOBER 26, 1976,
THE MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION
DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR JJAMES 0. INGRAM, GENERAL INVESTI-
GATIVE DIVISION.

SINCE THE DEPARTMENT TASK FORCE MUST SEE EVERYY SERIAL
IN OUR INVESTIGATION OF KING AT FB IHQ AND IN THE FIELD, IT
IS ECONNOMICALLY BENEFICIAL TO THE GOVERNMENT TO REPRODUCE aND
MAIL THESE DOCUMENTS RRATHER THAN HAVING TASX FORCE PERSONNEL
TRAVEL TO ALL FIELD OFFICES, ABOVE MENTIONED OFFICES TO BE
VISITED IN THE FUTUREE BY THE TASK FORCE WILL BE FURNISHED
TRAVEL INFORMATION AT A LATER DATE,

BT
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[Ray Asks Review
By High Court

Washington, D.C. — AP —
James Earl Ray, convicted
killer of civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jr., asked
the Supreme Court Friday to
review his case, claiming he
was “set up to take the rap
for a crime he’ dldnt com-

mit.

-Ray’s appeal to the high
court said he was “framed by
the FBI and local police and
then coerced by his own at-
torney to plead guilty against
his will.”

James H. Lesar, the Wash-

‘ington attorney representing
Ray, in asking the court to
, review Ray’s conviction,
wrote: “The charge is that
those who did kili Dr. ng
are still at large, protected m
part by tile uawibligneid Ss
the courts to face these un-
pieasant facts.” - :

Lesar could not be reached
for further comment on the
appeal.

His petition called Ray'’s
case one “of national impor-
tance, both politically and
legally.”

Probe Not Mentioned

The petition did not men-
tion an investigation recently
begun by the House into the
assassinations of King and
President John F. Kennedy.

| King was killed by a rifle
blast as he stood on a motel
Jbalcony in Memphxs, Tenn.,
in 1968.

Ray was arrested in Lon-

‘don sometime later and
brought back to the United .

States to stand trial. He
pleaded guilty.

In his petition, Ray, now
an inmate serving a life term
in the Tennessee state peni-
tentiary, claimed a thorough
review of his conviction was
needed because potential con-

“flicts of interest between two

of his attorneys denied him.
“effective assistance of coun-

~ sel.”

Ray was represented origi-
nally by Attorneys Arthur
Hanes and Percy Foreman. '

Book Brought Up
Ray said the attorneys’ di-
nancial arrangements with
him and authar WrIloe
Bradtord Huie precluded fair
representation at his trial.

Just last week the Su-
preme Court refused to waive
one of its rules and appoint a
lawyer to represent Ray.

He had sought to file his
petition earlier but said he
had no funds, and Lesar told
the court he could no longer
represent Ray without pay-
ment.

Under Supreme Court rule,
the court will.not appoint a
lawyer to represent a party
until it has agreed to hear
that party’s case.

The court’s refusal appar-
ently changed Lesar’s mjnd
about representing Ray.

J
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Supreme Court Hears Ray Petlthle

ashingtou, D.C. —AP—
James Earl Ray, unsuccessful
- in past attempts to withdraw
his guilty pleéa in the assassi-
nation of the Rev.” Martin .
Luther King Jr.; is trying to
. get the Supreme Court to re-
view his case.

Ray clung steadfastly to
= his elaim of innocence Friday
in a petition that centéred on
his relationship with two at-

- torneys before. entering h:s
_guilty plea

Claiming he was “sét up to

‘take the rap for a crime he
didn’t commit,” Ray’s appeal
“'said he was “framed by the
" HBI and local police, and then
erced by his own attorney
plead guilty aga.mst his
1.”

Washington Atty. James

-competence and obliga

in representing a defendanit
+Lesar added, “The ch

" js that those who did

King are still at larg

- tected in‘part°by. the:
" ingness of the courts

~ these unpleasant facts.”

King was killed in-1968 h.y.:}
a rifle blast in: _Memphis,

Tenn. Ray was -grrested:

London and’ extradited to

‘ Jémes Ear] Ray<

Lesar told. the court Friday
that Ray’s case “raises  major
constitutional issues with. -
respect to_voluntariness of
the plea, waiver of conflict of
interest and on the part of
criminal defense attorneys,

and professional and ethical”

United States to :stand: tnal“‘
for: 'murder. His case mevgr;é
-reached a Jury because of‘

guilty plea.:
Ray’s @entto
cial -agreements

sald fm'

Foreman, author - Willian

Bradford “Huie and ‘himselj}

precluded ‘his chance- to~ ‘1€
ceive fair. representaﬁon.
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James J. Kilpatriek |

MHSWGI‘S

in Assassinations

Just before it closed fup
shop for the year, the Haijse:
of Representatives createﬁ a
select committee to inveiti-
gate the assassinations of
John F. Kennedy and Martin
Luther King. On balance —

on very close balance — the

venture may prove a useful
undertaking.

Especially in the case of
Kennedy, and to a lesser ex-

tent in the case of King, un-.
answered questions abound. ;

These are questions of perva-.
sive public interest. Nearly 13
years have passed since King
was slain in Memphis. The
questions may be unanswera-
ble. But if the House investi-
gators cannot tie up all.the
loose ends, they may be able
to settle some of the-doubts.
‘?is worth a try. .

t| The House committee §}ill
B headed by Congressx{ an.
Thomas N. Downing of \jir-
ginia. I happen to - hgve
known Tom Downing for 30
years. He is a man of excep-
tional integrity and common

sense. He is not altogether |

unbiased in the matter of
Kennedy's assassination. “I
am convinced,” he says, “that
there was a conspiracy in-
volved.”

Budget of $150,000

for Three Months

~ But Downing is perhaps as
unbiased as any person who
. has become fascinated by the
. Kennedy mystery. Downing
1is a lawyer, a former judge, a
low profile veteran of 18
. years in the House. He is re-
.tiring at the end of this term,
and has no political interest
_.to promote. ] A
Downing's 12 member

bmmittee will have a budget

[ $150,000 to finance [Js;
lork until the 95th Congrifs!
“&dnvenes in January. Richayd -
A. Sprague, of Philadelpht,

| ~’50ug17h

‘the-autopsy findings are t

relatively easy qdﬁ[ﬁﬁhs%
Downing’s committee wants
to explore the tangled, shad-
owy trail of events over: &
span of three years preceding
the November day. Who was
Lee. Harvey Oswald? "Who
was he really? How many
“QOswalds” were floating

an experienced federal prose-
or, has signed on as ¢ ‘;f
gstigator., |
Yo one expects the inqu
to {be completed in the néxt
three months. By voting 280-
65 to authorize the investiga~
-tion, the House implicitly

in

" promised to renew its ap-|

' proval next year. So the
5 g§ mittee will have time §jnd

“What are they searc ‘ g
for? Says Downing, with

argling simplicity, “t
trugh.” He is satistied that

origjnal commission on Keéh- |

_nedy’s assassination, headed
" by the late Chief Justice Earl
‘Warren, never found the

truth. For reasons that re- °

main unclear to this day, the

commission’s staff never
cleared up doubts that arose
at the time; the Warren: in-
~vestigators obviously were
unable to examine evidence
that has developed in the
ensuing years.

‘.around? Out of the mists of
'conspiracy and intrigue aris-
'ing from the dark waters of
fthe Bay of Pigs; grotesque
| possibilities emerge.

Conspiracy Cult
Swarms the Issue

The truth may never be
. found® Downing recognizes
' that discouraging prospect;
he recognizes, too, thatgit
ay be impossible everjto
atisfy the conspiracy
that has swarmed around fpe
ennedy assassination. In ine

.

yhole of the Washingtod
itcake, there are no nuttigr
i Huts than the Kennedy nutl{
ey form a shrill chorus,
- What troubles me is the
| Precedent this select commit-
tee may set. Legislative
committees have no authority
,to function as grand juries,
| Their only authority is [fo
'\investigate in the areas |pf
i specific legislative interest
¢ It is specious to sugg A

_Some of the questions go“t t the committee’s purpdie
directly to events that ffo- iy'to study legislation “bet}pr
vember day in Dallas. For§|ne t{. protect our president}}”

ejlample, what kind of gflel
Ihs found on the sixth f§jor:
! t'}'le Book Depository Bufld- .

The ritle officially identi-
fied as the murder weapon,
now in the National Ar-
chives, is a Mannlicher Car-
cano, a 6.5 Italian carbine.
You can inspect it yourself,
Yet the gun first identified in
the Dallas press was a 7.65
bolt action Mauser, The three
officers who found the gun
have confirmed that identifi-
jcation in statements under
oath. It seems incredible that
' police officers, familiar with
weapons, could have seen the
T “Made in Italy, Qpl.

~

6.5¢ and read them as “7§
diser.” {
Questions involving the

fle, the “miracle bullet,” and

iat is bunk — a feeble auld
tenuous rationalization. The
sole purpose of this investiga-
tion is to satisfy a gnawing
national curiosity. I had not
supposed this to be a function

f the legislative branch,
il may be captious to cd
lain. Onward, Downi
nd leave no stone unturngy)

ashington Star Syndicate

$0-1178)
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1King Data l |
Destroyed, !
Panel Told

From Press Dibspatches ‘

" Washington, D. C. — Rob- :
ert Ozer, a House Assassina-
tion Committee staff lawyer,
said Tuesday that documents
relating to the murder of the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.:
were destroyed since the!
panel was created this fall. |

Richard Sprague, chief’
counsel for the 11 member
panel, said he could not elab-
orate because an investiga-
tion was not complete. :

The committee also voted .
Tuesday to.authorize Sprague '
to issue subpenas for infor-:
mation on the .assassinations
of King and President John F. ;
Kennedy. ;

He said the committee, .
which is forming a task force
of 170 to conduct the inquiry,
‘had asked the Justice Depart-
ment and US intelligence
agencies for all the evidence .
they had on the killings.

Both Assassinations

Chairman Thomas Down-
ing (D-Va.) said it would be
“a willful violation of our
request” if anything were
destroyed. |

During questioning, Rep.
Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.)
asked Ozer: )

“Were any documents de-
stroyed since the committe
was constituted?” .-* ‘

Ozer replied:

“Yes sir. I believe some
documents were.destroyed.”

After persistent question-
ing, Sprague said, “They are
documents we felt relevent to
the investigation of the King
assassination and that would

_have been in the possessio
of law enforcing agencies.'f}
He would not_say whethel$
the law enforcement agencied}
were federal or local. |

'’ FilesDeltroyed |
In September; 'Me'tm‘ PRIS]

yor Wyeth Chandler re-

aled that. he_had ordered-
the destruction’ of his police
department’s domestic intelli-
gence files, some dating back
to 1965, “-.L ..

Police Chief W.0. Crumby"
said they included groups and
individuals considered threats
to government, officials and
they would have covered
some investigative work
dealing 'with the King assassi-
nation. ,

Sprague said the allegation
about--destroyed documents
had come ‘to-him_from staff

investigators, but hé-cau-|

tioned that he had not yet
determined that the docu-
ments had in fact been de-
stroyed or that they related,
to the King case. '

In another development,
newly disclosed FBI files in-
dicate that a pair of men’s
shorts with an unusual laun-
dry mark was one of the
clues that FBI agents pursued
in their search for King’'s-as-
sassinin 1968. .~

. Agents also-investigated
seven men naned John Wil-
lard because the suspected
assassin used that name

when he checked “into a
rooming house near the hotel
where King stayed on his
fatal visit to Memphis.
Those details emerged in a
tview of ‘442 pages. of FBI
es on its investigation of
April 4, 1968, slaying
ng. e 1
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Another Look at Assassinations

“puts into question the mtegnty X
sthnces, creating the House ° X

Cbmmittee on Assassinations to .

nder ordinary circum-

‘reinvestigate the murders of

President Kennedy and the Rev..
Martin Luther King would seem‘

an excessive step.

These assassmatlons, espe~
cially the Kennedy shooting,
have been thoroughly studied. A
special commission headed by

the late Chief Justice. Warren.
 nied the latter before the War-
" ren- Commission and the CIA

never indicated that it had un-
~ dertaken any steps of its own to

laboriously investigated Kenne-
dy’s assassination. It found no
reason to.believe that the former
president was killed by anyone
other than Lee Harvey Oswald,
acting alone. Both the Senate
Watergate Committee and the

Senate Intelligence Committee
-dug into the killing and did not

challenge the Warren finding.

The King murder also was thor- ‘

oughly investigated and 1o con-
spiracy was found.

But Watergate revelatmns
and related events raise doubts
about whether ordinary circum-

stances hold. The investigatory.
aitermath of both killings deeply"
involved the ¥BI, the CIA or-

bith. And what we know of the
. agencies during these | periods

tive ev1dence that OSwald had
.made contact with Castro’s
“'Cuba and told Cuban’ officials -
_~that he planned to kill Kennedy.
»There is evidence indicating
“that the CIA had thought of

"King 1nvest1gat10n has been de-
" stroyed.

‘original conclusions that the

of their work.
There is, for 1nstance sugges~

using Oswald as an intelligence
source because of his life in the
Soviet Union. Yet the CIA -de- .

assassinate Fidel Castro. Now
there also are troubling reports
that some evidence used in the

None of ‘this disproves the

Kennedy and King slayings were
carried out by lone individuals.
But there are enough loose ends
and enough questions about the
motives and actions of federal
investigatory agencies to war-
rant another look by the Hous«%

The CIA and the FBI, in the
name of future credibility,
should support such a review, -

1-%A
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“the appeintment

-counsel and director of the |

1 sSziS':siné‘t‘ion Pan ]7‘ "
{dds 2 to Staff

ashington, D C.- -——UP
The House Select Commi ee
on Assassingtions announced
Sunday of
two New York proseﬂutors to
its staff.
Qlc‘rard A. Spraoue, chlef

‘panel, said Robert Tanen-
‘baum would become. the dep-
«uty chief Counse] for ‘a task:
force investigating the assc 3~
stpation of Prasident -J¢
paegy. Robert Lehnnr A 1
cme daputy chief courpel
the m«emfraam o‘
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- .| lar, his ability to-obtain
 false -passports- and -pay/for

aumntt wrvipg a(0d 5B
' ffum

a . The renors asgibed The
 leadyas follows: “Ray cop-
— tactifl another person frq

he received furth

.United States.”

.Fauntroy ‘confirmed that
the location was Portugal but

said investigators did not
.tknow the identity of the oth-
_ jer_ person or whether the
meetmg actually took. place o

Ray’s ablhty to evade law
enforcement 'authorities for
two months - following the
April'4, 1968, slaying of King
has often been cited as an
indication that he had fjelp
from conspirators. In p&:ﬂ\

ree

s to England and Portugal

—! ydhd his intellectual or finan-

C’! means.

In March 1969, when Ray
pleaded guilty to killing ng,
he told the court he did-not

< agree with statements by the

-prosecution and by his own

defense - attorney that: there-

was 1o conspiracy_ involved.
The new lead involving the

“w Kennedy assassination cited.
" in the report. centered on the,
CIA’s electronic. survelllance ‘
of the® Sovxet Embassy in’

Mexico Ctty
The CIA. tape recorded a

ty

pibne-call betweeg Ogbald-
~affi the Soviet Embassyland:

ording over to the drrer

ned transcripts. of {|hat

offermg mformatto to ‘thi

s ["RUSSIaNy in-return 7

| trip to the-Soviet Union: 5 "
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ConSplracy

Washmgton, aCo _AP""
The House . Oommlttee on

-Assassinations wants to. pur=

sue a lead from a source who*
claims that James Ear! Ray
received imstructions from a
secret- conspirator during his
flight after the murder of the
Rev. Martin LutherKing,

. The. committee cites the

testimony froni the unnamed .
- ‘sourcein a report that will be

submitted to Congress next .
year ‘When the ‘12. member:
panel :makes -its” appeal fof:
$6.5:million to;investlgate é;a
assassinations of  King" aiid

President John F. Kennedy. -

The Rev. Walter Faunttoy,

Fauntroy said the WLtness
told in\mstigators “that there
was someone with: whom he
(Ray) was fo. get in touch
with in Portugal.” -

Fauntgoy said the source
was- an; American who was
neither:a relative nor an at-
torney of Ray’s and someone.
“who had .never ‘pre ously
been intérviewed by any m-
vestrgatwe agency,” . =

.‘Ray’s ability to evade cap--
ture for two months after the.
slaying "of. King “has . often.
been’ taken' lfs an- mdication
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e Gallup Poll Says

T

By George Gallup
* (c)Field 'Enter,prises, Tnc.

Princeton, N.J. — As t
House Select Committee
‘Assassinations begins- its
vestigations, the overwhelm-
ing ‘majority . of Americans
say they believe that others

besides Lee Harvey Oswald
‘were involved in the assassi-
nation of President John F.
Kennedy.

In the latest survey, 1ust'
-completed, 80% say they]
think that others were in-
volved in the assassina_tion,‘

. while only 11% say they’

think Oswald acted alone.
Nine percent do not express

- an opinion.

TPersons with a college '

ckground, while over-
fhelmingly of the opinion
pt some form of conspiracy

was involved, are less in-

clined to hold this vfew than
are ‘persons with ‘less thama

" college background.

Approximately half of {3e
survey respondents who
they believe others were 1h-
volved did not name a specif-
ic group. Among those who
did, however, Cuba or Castre
were mentioned most often.
Other responses frequently
given are the Mafia, Commu-
nists and the CIA. _

The same survey also

ows that few Americans

elipve James Earl Ray acted
his own in the assassina-

n of the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Only 18% hold
this view, while 699, say
they think others were in-
volved and 13% do not ex-
press‘an opinion.

One week after the Kenne-
dy assassination — in Dallas

on Nov. 22, 1963 — a large |

majority of Americans ex-
pressed doubts that Oswald
had acted alone. A surve
tafien three years later ind
cq d that these doubts h
nd§ been resolved. It w
refore, evident that t

re] tt of the Warren Com- |

‘Most Believe JF K"

 mission had failed to con-

.| vince”many Americans that
ngm-!fgne wag respongi-

hle~
The pubhc, at the time,

however, was opposed to a
new mvestlgatlon '

Hereis the question aSked
in the three surveys: -.* - ‘

‘Do you think one n{in
s responsible for the ass}
ation of ‘President Ke
, or do you' think others
re involved?” 3
ZHere is the trend in"pqy-
ntage points: ;

/ KENNEDY ASSASSINATION
%,

g
I -November, 1963 seevésvcacs 232 g 11

January, 1967 «veevesectess )
rl .Oo.taoovon.ll ,

The samev question Ylas
0 asked about the slaying
| King in Memphis on il
1968.

klue'nssAsgmn%:Iuon ‘ "l
. #a ot
e,

!mllﬂ'."" asAeeens .~. .18 - 13.

he survey results repyjrt-
edl are. based on intervijvs.
w{th 1,520 adults, 18 and Ud-
er, interviewed in more than
300 localities across the na-
tion during the period Dec.
'10-13.

GAu1-1),-388 |
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Washinglon Scene

6.

- From Press vispatchcs

Washingion, D.C, ~AP~—
A House couamittee, seeking
to justify ifs regu>st a0 $6.0
million to investigate 12 as-
sassinaticns of Presiaent
Jokn F. Kennedy wnd tne Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., says
it is looking into new and
-previously unpursued leads,

At a Nevw Year's Evo news
conference the day before the
comiuitice's icgisiative char-
ter expired, panel ocificials
said o now n-depth investi-
gation inte e two siavings
wis needed to resnive linger-
irg doubts. v

,The assassination commit-
tee is expected to be renevred
by the nevr Conzress bul
some menibers have eXx-
pressed doubis about the ree
quest for $68.5 m:llion,

A 26 pere revort raleased
at the news conference was
largely a plea that the com-

mittee be continuad and that

the funds be approved.

The report said that the
committee could rot rule out
the possibility of conspiracy
in the Kennedy and Xing as-
sassinations. The committee
said that bas»d ¢n the ovi-
dence it has coliected, it could
neither confirm nor deny that
mqQre than one persen Yvas
involved inth2 killings.

As new evidence, :ne
ccmmitice cited a statentent
atiributed to an unidentified

witness that the convicted
King assassin, James Earl
Ray, had told him he was
contacted in Europe by “an-
other person from whom he
roceived further instructions

to aid in his coatinuing .

flight.”

* The report said this wit-
ness had never been inter-
viewed before by any investie
gative agency.

The committee report, in
its other examplz of new
leads, said staff investigators
had been sent to Mexico 10
interview witnesses aboit
statements made there by Lee
Harvey Oswald within 6)
days of Kennedy’'s assassina«
tion.
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New Probe

ol
Of Killing

Washington, D.C. — AP —
A new in-depth investigation
into the assassinations of
President John F. Kennedy
and the Rev. Martin Luther
King is needed 1o resolve lin-
‘gering mysteries surrounding
the slayings, the House
Committee on Asszssinations
said Friday.

The committee made its
statement to justify its formal
request for $6.5 miliion to
pursue leads about James
Earl Ray, the confessed slay-
er of King, and Lee Harvey
Oswald, identified by the
Warren Cominission as the
man who shot Kennedy.

Ray reportedlv has written
a letter to the committee,
without his lawver’s consernt,
stating his wiliingness to tes-
tify. Copies of the ietter were
sent to the Weshineton Star
and the New York Times.

Ray was quoted in the let-
ter as saying he was “framed
by’ the FBI and local nolice
ard then coerced by his own
attoruey to plea'* guilty |

gamst his wilL.” — T !
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i Subcommittee on
-and Constitutional Rights has
‘ Warned that some of the pro-
posed investigative tech-
niques of the House Select
~Committee on Assassinations
“would be “wrong, immoral

‘ and very likely illegal.”
‘The warning from Rep.
Don Edwards (D-Calif.) con-
cerned the assassination
committee’s plans to secretly_
record the remarks of poten-

tial witnesses by using hid-
den body transmitters and ;
then subjecting the responses &
to psychological stress evaiu- |
ation.
“Such procedures are, to . i

the least, totally inappre- '
p te. for use by a congrét-

al committee," Edwa
.w e in a confidential et

datéd Dec. 16 to Speakt

and three . members of the
assassination committee,
*The use of hidden record-
ing devices and stress evalua-
tion techniques, Edwards
. said, “would constitute inten-
tional invasions of the most

‘fundamental rights of Ameri- }

“cans.”
The committee’s $6.5 mil-

lion first year budget propos- | -
intially established last Sep-

al — made public in Decem-
Jber — ‘includes $4,400 for
two miniphone . recording
devices, $8,000 for two stress
evaluators and $2,800 for
two polygraph machines. In
addition, the commitiee

dget set aside $120,000

r- technicians in its §

sed  “polygraph-psy¢p
Ifigical stress evalud‘

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

“cRichard S%lrague, the|

mittee’s. chiéf couns 3 ‘House Teadership il e
'| diately:seek a temporary“ex-
| tension of.the committée tn-

director, has told ne

he does not intend to t
potential witnesses that their
recorded words will be sub~
ject to stress evaluation
aimed at determining if they
are telling the truth. X

In addition to criticizing
the proposed investigative
technique, Edwards also
questioned the committee’s
plan to hold public hearings
and the highly public role

that has been played by

Sprague.

The existence of the Ed-
wards’ letter became known
after Rep. Robert Bauman

Md.) objected to an at-
tej ppt of the House leaders}

tofjobtain a unanimous cdn--

se}k for a resolution recrgjt-

. ing’ the committee that

Rep. Don Edwards

tember.

The effect of Bauman’s
objection was to leave
‘Sprague and the committee’s
f72 other employes thhout

unit.”? -

ReV. Martin LutherKing N

4; expected.

il its propesed: bud et and
other questions '
jected to more- fo¥mal review
during the next sixV seven
Weeks.{ el

In another deveiopment an

. FBI spokesman said some

compromise- could be worked
out in a squabble between the
FBI and congressional inves-

-tigators involving a newly

disclosed  bullet allegedly
found near the-place where
Kennedy was assassinated.

But the spokesman, Homer
Boynton, said he did not
know what solution the FBI
would propose. tq the com-

fttee, which has complainy'
tat the FBI plans to test

let without consulting

mmittee.
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J F K KlngxPénel ‘

‘Runs Into” f;r_ouble

By Washmgton Post, AP. UPl New
. York Times “

' _Washmgton,
‘House Select Committee -on

Assassinations was left with-"
‘out official status again Tues-

day when House Democratic

leaders hurriedly withdrew.a .
bill re-establishing the com--

‘mittee for the next two
years.

. House Ma;onty Leader Jnm'

anht {D-Tex.) said there
had been complaints from
many, House members about
the committee’s proposed
‘budget and methods. .

- “So we decided, instead of
trying to cram it down their
throats and rush it through,

to do it in an orderly way,”

Wright said.
A resolution reconstxtutmg

the committee had been

scheduled for floor considera-
tion under suspension of the
rules procedures. The proce-

dures include limited debate, -

prohibition of amendments

and requirement of two-

thirds approval of those pres-
ent and voting.
With the outcome highly

uncertain, Rep. Henry Gonza-

ez (D-Tex.), who is expected
to become the committee’s
new chairman, signaled
House leaders to call off the
showdown. :

Backers of the committee,
which was established last
fall to investigate the mur-
ders of President John' F.
Kennedy and the Rev. Martin

Luther King Jr., will now .

take their resolution to the
House Rules Committee.

pproval there would send
the bill to the House floor
under normal procedures
requiring only a simple ma-
jority. Wright said he doubt-

DC. — The -

ed thxs cbuld be done before
next week. -

.In other congressxonal de-

velopments

- A proposal to allow par-
ents to set up special tax free
education trusts for their
children is once again putting
before Congress the issue of
tax relief for the high cost of
secondary education. The is-

sue is being raised in the

House, where opponents de-
feated a proposed tax credit
to help take the sting off the

" cost of higher education, The

newest proposal, introduced
Tuesday by Rep. Hamilton
Fish Jr. (R-N.Y.), would al-
low parents to put aside up to
$750 a year for each child.

Senators have lost their
time honored free haircuts
and shoeshines in the Senate
barber shop. Senate Demo-

. crats, in caucus, adopted a

new policy of charging sena-
tors the same fee as House
members pay in the House

.barber shop, $2 for a basic
" haircut for men. Shoeshines
" cost 25 cents and up, depend-
‘ing on how fancy the shine

and how fancy the shoes.

Senate. Majority Leader
Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.), who
was unopposed in last fall's

" Democratic primary and gen-

eral election, said Tuesday
that his campaign finance
committee had placed a
$160,000 in surplus campaign
funds in a trustee account
over which he has no control.

House Speaker Thomas P.
O’Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) Tuesday
nominated Rep. James Dela-
ney of New York to be the
new chairman of the influen-

tial House Rules CQ}P_;NQ.EL—

MI ONLY
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F K, King Probers
gree to Pay Cutis **

i ‘Washington sm— Servlce‘
Washlngton, D.C. — Th
staff -of the House Sele(
Committee on Assassinations
has agreed to-take a 35% pay -
‘cut over: the next three-
- months so that none of its 73
investigators; - attorneys and.
secretaries- will have to be
fired :while the crganization
‘ﬁghts for its life. -
~The staff,”headed by for-
- mer Philadelphia . prosecutor
;,Richard A. Sprague, figures
-the pay cuts ‘will allow the

¥ x t Sprague has promis d

'} te ive the-staff.pay raisjs,

_'wilen and.ifthe House ap-
prc es-&.big enough budgjt,
50 that! ‘almost.'everyone. can
make up their pay losses.” '?:,
. i The: staff ‘decision. presup--
poses:two things: first, that
the .House . will -agree next
week ‘to. re-establish the
committee : :during. this Con--
gress, and 'second,’ that ‘the
committee will have a budget
‘of $84,000 a month for Janu-.
aryy February and Ma.rch 3

‘committee to. continueto:
‘operate at-a.f*very reduced
level” : while” the House is
being persuaded to approve a
‘multi-million-doliar - budget :
for the probers..

~Asvery:reduced ‘lev 1
means that investigators ar

in fheir renewed look into the

F, Kennedy and the Rev. -
in-Luther King Jr. and -
must cut to near nothing the .
number of Iong distance tele-
phone .calls,‘a .Sprague aide

At the same time, Sprague,
- Who-has.become a center of
controversy; over the-staff’s’
‘request:-for..a- $6.5. million -
annual budget.and its plans to:-
uses electronic:, mvestigative
techniques,. gave . his personal :
guarantee to an aide that he -
would not resign in frustra-:
tion,-anger- or-anything else*
while the. commm;ee ﬁghts

fortunds.r 9 T \g
‘Sprague,. whose/salary as o

clne! counsel and staff direc- 2
$39,600, is taking t}e .
05% y cut along with the -
other} 72 staff ‘members, ip-"
cludi g 48 persons’ p d
$16,600 a year or more. . -

| thyy ‘consider Sprague’s s)ut-
# laridish budget request. '
.| Hcjuse could “decide: nj

‘1 constituting the commi Tee,’

] 1 Subjectto Debate -

[Both' suppositions are & b-
je t to debate, however. - |

bers are outraged by What

‘| wepk: to forget all about g

originally set up last Septems/
ber and operating on an inter-'
im basis since.its authorizav
tion ran out Jan. 3.

And while the committee
staff believes it will be en-

*| titled to $84,000 a month for
+| the three months under a res-

olution to be considered by
the House next week, Demo-
:| eratic leaders have circulated
a memo puttmg the flgure at
$60 000. .~

If :the leadershtp fi es
pre il, there would have| to
“| be urther pay. cuts, ‘or the
| ster}
to .l oid during the-. bud et
fight = staff reductions._ .-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ouse:; RulesacCommltteeA ‘Sprague has been cnt:clzed' .
»Tuesday: postponed for. at:for. speaking..too openly to3
‘:leasta . week: a’ decision on.‘the press on: leagls .developed ]
i whethertoresumeacongres— -last .year by-the committee,
. sional investigation of the’:for his $6.5 million per year;
;- assassinations of President : budget. request for the pro--
~John F.Kennedy and the Rev.; ’ posed. committee’s two year
:’MartmLuther King Jr.- ife and for taking over pre-

7. rogatives that belong to con-
“Meanwhile, the personality. ressmen, not staff members.

:°f Richard Sprague is becom- At least one Rules Commit-
ing the central issue in the ““{oo member, Rep. Trent Lott
debate-on- continmng~the in R-Miss.),. and another Re-

vest:xahon- " publican, Rep. Bob Bauman

Members of the committee ".of Maryland, have called for
- raised questions - about "the - Sprague’s resignation.
* professionalism and tempera- . Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D-
_ ment-of Sprague,.a. fomer,uTex.), who will be the com-.
- Pennsylvania prosecutor cho- - Iittee chairman it it is re-
..Sen to be chief counsel for the' established, was one of sever-

"~ Select Comuittee on Assassi-, l members who" supported
‘ Sprague s retention Tuesday,

. promising  to .exercise - more

: g-for the” control . over . _Sprague, who
“re-creation of.the: committee, :* came to fame with his inves--
_Which operated‘for::only.. tigation of ‘the murders of-
|three- months:before.th nsurgent United Mine Work-"
1975-'76: Congress ended, * ers union leader Joseph Ya-
ust: be:-approved::by+the - blonskx ms ‘wife and daugh-
‘Rules -Committee ; before - it teri. il G p——

MI ONLY 62-1178
44-388 -
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. did ot identify. the feder
“~law enforcement agencies:

agencies are trymg to block a. é‘; dunn_g the Rules Comxmttge

ther Kingv slaying’s;. the‘chair
man of* the defunct’ House
assassxnatxon committee- said.

-- Rep. Henry : GonzaleZ:;(D-
-TeX.) said there were “strong "
and organized forces- which :
- are dedicated to stopping this
investigation in its tracks.”
Gonzalez' made the state-
ment in an appearance before -
the House Rules Committee, >
-which will decide whether a .
-resolution to:re-establish the -
-committee can-be: sent to-the

retired and active FBI agents
‘were part of the effort.

onzalez said active mem- -

ers. of the. FBI “and some’

ecently retired senior admin-

“Istrative officers, high rank.-

“ing,” have openly stated their

“intention . to. stop - the House
mvestxgatmn. 8

He'did not name any indx-

duals or identify other fed-
eral law enforcement agen-
-cies that’ were trymg to stop
the probe. .

‘He also said that late last
year he was. informed. of two
iesthreats. agamst.hxs life but

: {nuisances.”.

B tteew‘ere re-estabhshe tf} 3

,went out of busmess.when

"the new Congress convened

earher this month.. gl g -

.-In _order. to resume 1ts
work, the committee must be
formally re-established b
the new Congress. There ha
- been opposition to ‘the com

“mittee’s chief counsel and it

prpposed $6.§ million yudge .

62-1178
L4-388 -

MI COVLY
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King Tapes

Washington, Dn C. — A
federal judge has ordered the
FBI to turn over all tapes and

transcripts gathered in wire-

tapping the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King. Jr. to the National
Archives and directed that
they be kept there under seal
for 50 years. .

A suit for: damages had
been brought by Bernard Lee,

‘a fofmer aide to the slain civil -

rights léader, and by the
Southern, Christian Leader-

ship Conference, which King |

headed- untll hls death-in .
1968.

They. charged that the FBI |

recorded King’s conversa- 1

tions in a room at Washing-
ton’s Willard Hotel between
1963 and 1968. Both Lee and
the SCLC asked -both for
monetary damages and that
records of the overheard
conversations be destroyed or
impounded. -

Federal Judge John Lewis
_,Smxth Jr. said the da
ipe year statute of limfla-
js, and he. dismissed §)at
\ ,,,of’ the complaint. .

ge -
clgims were barred by ‘a :

- He gave ‘the FBI

scripts thereof -and  deliver
under seal to the: court an
inventory.” The tapes and
documents themselves. are to
be turned over to the ar-
chives.

Lee ‘had charged that the‘
FBI recorded conversations in
1963 and then sent a copy of

‘the - tape to Mrs. King the.

“next year. The SCLC alleged

| FBI eavesdropped .on SCLC
employes. Both Lee and the
SCLC said recordings had
been given to news media
and others outside the FBI.
‘The Senate Intelligence
Committee reported in 1975
that froni late 1963 until

- plit - the ‘civil rights lea¢br
‘ ujider extensive surveillafjge
- ajjpart of a campaxgn to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Washinetén, D .C.
The ‘future - of  Richaid
Sprague. as .chief: counsel Hf
the House . @assassinatioys
committee left ‘the - ‘panel
embroiled Fridlay in‘an acri-
monious tug of 'war between
its=defiant“chairman’ and"
equally rebellious members. -

_Chairman Hemry Gonzalez

: sial former Philadelphia pros-*
ecytor “because of a consis
ben attempt to undermine n
‘chiirmanship and nralign nle
pe sonally” with the staff.
- Gonzalez ordered Sprague

or -be removed forcibly by’
Capitol police, then left for-
hlS home district in Texas. -,
But the 11 other committee :
members spurned his deci-
sion, declared the firing to be -
illegal and ‘told Sprague to
hold fast, that Gonzalez had .

Neill (D-Mass.) told the police
not to evict the’ comxmttee
counsel as ordered.;

- Dissolution Threatened

gat
Kerpedy and Martm Luth r:
KinkJr. - 7 iy

_In aletter to House Rules

.....Upk‘ ey

‘to ¢lear out his'desk by 5 p.m.

no authority for his move. - -
. And Speaker Thomas O’-:

,"_\ \

B°fore leaving, ,_Gonzalez -
threatened to dissolve the-
conymittee formed to invesi--
the deaths of ‘John fF.

(Mount Cllppmg ln Spnco Below)

: embers directed
prague to. “disregard Mr.

" IGonzalez’s order.”

(D-Tex) said’ Thnrsday that ¢
he“was firing the ‘controver-

‘Rep, Henry Gonzalez

Delaney . (D-N.Y.),. Gonzalez
said that-~if attempts.to. re-
’solve .the.problems fail, *
“will. not recommend- that i
‘life..be -continued beyon
March 31" — the date tt
House set for the panel to jus-
txfy itself. . :

Informed on arrival in San
Antonio of his. colleagues’
action, Gonzalez snapped,

He (Sprague) can work for
frde. He is not going to work

3 ;under the payroil.” .
He said before leavmg'

Washington that he had certi-
fied to the chief clerk of the
House to take Sprague off
salary. ,

-Sprague, Gonzalez satd

|created “an intolerable situa-
tion” . and . ‘embarked on a
calculated. course of deceit,
deception and divisiveness.”
-. While Sprague hasn't said
much. on the dispute, his al-
lies on.the committee were
qulck to side with him.

oo 5 Extra’ Opposition ..
<Walter’ Fauntroy, District
of @olumbia congressionkl
deleBate, quickly contactid
the 0 other members arourld

support. i«

Richard Sprague A .'

Committee Chairman James

“Jthey’re not the chairman. -

-Some -~ congressional
ources- said -the.:dispute.
ight create enough extra

‘ee has been endangered' foi"

onths anyway.. x5 % »
-Led by Sprague,xt origi-

(‘ ally wanted $13 million _for
o:years. That ran into-

rong opposition, but instead

f. killing it outright,.the
~Hlouse . gave the committee
84,000 a month to reorgi«

{ze,”come up with nexv
dget proposals, . and fin

the Jcountry to rally ther
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‘ vrobe Botchea' TN

sar headlines than | careful rev1ew
~+Recently, hé claimed “new evi-

»However, ‘a’ squabblmv House
m\&‘estlgatmg ‘committee -has
bufigled -its. assignment. before
‘mtch probing even begins.*

A« eak- of ndxculousness ;was

‘readhed the other day when bious reason — a belief that the
“Richard Sprague, abrasgle chxeri"f - assassinations and subsequent

: counsel of ‘the  committee;, was

. From. the outset Sprague ‘has’

“rubbed many congressmen the

wrong way. He riled liberals .
with his plan-—since aban- .
‘doned — to use stress evaluators .
and hidden microphones to test..
. the. credibility of witnesses. He -
“also: demanded a staff of 170
and a “bare bones” budget:of - *dant carnival. Although dissolv-
$13 million for the two year -
inquiry. The budget was almost
eight times' the combined sum .
spent for Nixon’s impeachment’

inquiry and Ford’s conﬁrmatxon

hearings.

‘ten- seemed more interested in

‘the Kennedy and King killings.
:When pressed, he offered noth
ingsolid. - - i - .o

- questions about the credibility
firé {d.by the chairman, Rep. -~ of federal investigations (nota-

-Hem'¥ Gonzales (D-Tex.), be~',f€">bly by the CIA and FBI) are best

: :-forgotten. Other members ap-|
,' f,i‘ései,gfnzuzg,ff iﬁgﬁf;ﬁtst;g “preciate the clarifying value of a
‘chairman. However, other com- -

mittee memberg t‘efused to back_, . the House has given the commit-

~~".tee until April 1 to jus xfy its
‘existence. -

‘about them require solid, sober
- inquiry. Gonzales
offer the likelihood iscor-

-deepen the suspicions of con-

. -+ “and the House should figure out
Meeanwhila,” Gonzales has “of-

ence” proving: conspiracies in

Yo e

ome . members of Concrress
ppose-the committee for a du-

review but cringe at the commit-
tee’s conduct. The upshot is that

_ That was probably'toc gener-
ous. The Kennedy and King
cases are sensitive. Questions

d Spra e

ing the committee now might

spiracy theorists, the panel is
too poorly led and split by strife
to be effective. It should disband

how to dothe job right — or for-
get it. S , /

_If_l

&1 ilgs
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"Ruled Out

-Seattle, Wash. --UPI—-.
Atty. Gen. -Griffin Bell said

- Sunday that a still secrét Jus-

ticé Department investigation
did not rule out the DOSSlblll-
ty that there was a conspira-
cy to assassinate the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.

“I have read the special
report the Justice Depart-
ment had on the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King
and there are some questions
that are still unanswered,”
Bell said on CBS-TV’s “Face

. the Nation.”

Asked if it ruled out the

theory that convicted as
n James Earl Ray was pa|

a larger conspiracy in t

68 assassination of the ci

hts leader, Bell said:

“I think if you read the
report you could lean to ei-
ther side on it. You could say
there is no evidence of a con-
spiracy or still wonder if

there was — that there had

to be-a.conspiracy. :

“That’s one reason I want
to release the report. 1 want
everybody to be able to read
the report and make up their
ownmindsonit” -

Bell noted that the study
was centered on the FBI and
its conduct in the assassina-
tion investigation — not on
the ultimate question of who
else might have been in-
volved in the slaying.

¥e indicated that Ray {le- -
futed to be interviewed |dy.
% Justice Department aid
Jl such an interview might |
help clarify some questions.
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ing Plot Still in Doubt"

Seattle, Wash, — UPI —
Atty. Gen. Griffin Bell said
"Sunday a stillsecret Justice
Department

ity there was a conspiracy to

~assassinate Martin Luther -

King Jr.

“I have read the specxal‘
report the Justice Depart- "~
ment had on the assassination
of the Rev. Martin Luther”
King and there are some.

questions that are still unan-. o, might have been in-

" volved in the slaying.
Asked if it ruled out the.

swered,” Bell said.

theory that convicted -assas-
sin James Earl Ray was part

_of a larger conspiracy in the -
| 1968 assassination of the civil -
rifihts leader, Bell said, “I.
th|nk if Xou read the report .

could lean to either side

onlit. You could say there is-
no evidence of a conspiracy

investigation -
does not rule out the possxbll- ~

:or st111 wonder if there was

. — that-there had to be a con-
. spiracy.

. “That’s one reason I want"
to release the report. I want
“eyerybody to be able to read
- the'report and-make up their

_own minds on it,” Bell said.

" Bell noted that the study
was centered on the FBI and
its conduct in the assassina-
tion investigation — not on
the ultimate question of who

“We'd like to have an-

‘swers to two or three more’
- questions,” he said. “It’s not a
100% case in the sense that:

everything has been an-
swered.”

He indicated Ray refused
to be interviewed by the Jus-
tice ‘Department and said

such an mterview mlght h’elp ‘

clarify some questions

In an interview on CBS-.
TV’s “Face the Nation,” Bell

also revealed he had rejected
a plea from Indiana authori.

‘ties to promise Anthony:G.

Kiritsis immunity from feder-
al' prosecution in return-for
freeing a hostage last week:in
Indnanapohs

“I was asked to give hlm
immunity and I was advised
it would be done under du-
ress and we wouldn’t have to
honor it,”. Bell said. “I said I
don’t think the- government
ought to lie. Someday we
might want to give someone
immunity and they wouldn't
believe us. Besides that
ought not to bargain {
somebody holdmg a
tage.” . b}
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Probe Ehief

"tf\,w f«

Y Robert]? Cullem n,i r1s

Washmgton, D.C. ——AP—
Room : 2107 of. “the ’Cannon
House Office Building seemed
an “unlikely place for- a mun-

. but’ that” was!.v R

“Z &

illed thh spectators, -

“pected confrontation between
 Gonzalez. a'xd the employe | he

-Sprague, counsel of hxs House )
-Select Committe€ on Assassi-
nations. T 4B BRORDC
Gonzalez, 61, entered the .
Toom slowly, neither lookings:
atf Sprague nor speaking to
him' as he took his; place~m
the i chairman’s™ seat’ and’
-céfiled the meeting to order.:
= fMost~committees- adopt
thpir rules. routmely,,;m 2.
’,m tter of minutes. *"°F
“Iyot.. this one. Gonzalez' sf
proposed set of rules was chs-
ed word by word. "

Stripped of Power _; o

Repeatedly, “Gonzalez's" -
proposed rules stating, “The.,

chairman shall have the pow-
er'to ...,” weré changed to"

:#The ‘committee shall have
the power to'. ; Sen AR

~ Rarely. argumg and: never
‘raising’ his. voice,” Gonzalez
acquxesced to the changes
scripping him of the power he
wanted " to-control expenses ‘
andpersonnel N

After five hours of watch-

ng his power- over the com--

nin- »Democrat decided the
time had come to speak, and’

SO

isiThe  high: cexlmged‘ roomg'

he pulled from hxs pocket a. (

g page speech: - L

I%.- assailed Sprague in . .

sﬁ:ung language, calling him.,
‘...,no 2st, deceitful and irre--

A A R R R SRR AW s oA 3

,Losesm-M uti;

I Photo;
v The! embattled‘ Rep
: Henry Gon‘galez m

.. committee,” =%
“When I see a rattlesn ke

But the committee was not£

, mterestem in hearmg - what}
 Gonzalez "had 'to: say. Rep.
Richardsoo Preyer_ (D-N C.)l

Preyer, - a' former- federal]
- ']udge and second to Gonzalez

 battleini
&Y “We'don’t wanta Wednes-
day af tern massacre,

~ He. suggested that the
v_commxttee ad]ourn untxl

~none" of.xt He- accused the
. members: of refusing to face
the-facts of a committee
¥ 'budget and staff crisis.
. . But Preyer’s motion to end
the imeeting carried 8 to 1.
.4 The; vote, which left Gpnza-
lez without apparent -jllies,
was a surprise move] that
amounted to. a personat re-

buke for the chairman, who
_cpst the lone dissenting votp. -
.| A source said later the
' njembers were consideripg
alking House Speaker Thom-
‘as (Tip) O'Neill’ (D-Mass.) to
_relieve Gonzalez as chairman.
:»"Meanwhile, his: ‘colleagues
gone, - Gonzalez -again took
.out his spéech, and read it to
| reporters still” in"‘the room,
predicting that:ithe belea-
@f ered panel might negver
j"achieve. its-assigned missjon,
- th probe anew the slayings of
_I esident John. F. Kenrgdy
. and Martin Luther King Jr. -

on:the.threshold, I stomy it
first and ask questxons latgr,"
f :as.b.e in his conduct with3-Gonzalez said. 20
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Ray Had Help

Washington, D.C. — UPI

‘= There is no evidence that

James Earl Ray had any help

in the'1968 assassination of
~Martin Luther King Jr., a

Justice Department - tésk
force said Friday.

The task force criticized

the FBI for working under- |

cover to harass King and try
to “neutralize” his role as a
«ivil rights leader. .

But it “found no evidence

of FBI comphmty in the mur-

. ‘der.”

i

. The investlgation failed to

produce any new evidence
showing how Ray financed

his travels before and after

the assassination.

The Justice Department
report’ was immediately at-
tajiked in Atlanta by tge

Sqhthern Christian ‘Lead|¥-

shib Conference, whlch K
folinded.”
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-'rhe chaximan of. the House “force subscnbed to the opm-r
;ommittee 6n Assassinations -ion “that" Ray-most-likely
and James ‘Earl Ray’s. former " commxtted on a periodic basis -

:_‘:jawyer say-Ray:did: not act. several robberies and burgla- -,

:iglone in killing the Rev. Mar-- Ties during this period in or-
“4in Luther’ 'Kinga— despite; a. der to support. himself. Ray's

Jusnce Department Te rt‘cnmmal background does'

ep. Hénry' Gonzalez” (D-
£ Tex.) and luwyer-Robert Liv<
% ingston were responding to”
"1 the report: of aJustice task’

! Yorce, -releaséd < Friday:~ Al+

: '_‘Criticism by scr.c
- Ray. is- serving.a 99 year

¢’ duthorities following _the

: Torce said-Ray-acted alones:i™
4% But Gonzalez said Friday in .,

Washmgton that anyone who

~t}inks . Ray._or -Lee "Harvey

. €lswald, the assumed killer of

tenng the guilty plea. - .

Memphis'also drew immedi-

: ate -fire -from the Southern
Plesident John; F.. Kennedy,. Christian Leadershxp_Confer-; '

ed alone. "‘must also be--
n lieve in Santa Claus, the East-- .(ince in Atlanta.
-€er Bunny and ‘the.Tooth .,

A 3 “uncorroborated " -evidence”
, that neither acted alone; -

Coverup Clain\ed sy OF the events leading up to

nd Livmgston,,reached~1n it,” said Tyrone Brooks, na-
| the moment* the- ‘shot:*was tor for SCLC.

‘up” in the Ray casé.' . faith.in. the congressional
¥, .- 'The task force- report criti- - committee. But the future of
' cized the FBI. for- working that.investigation. was in
covertly to harass King, but doubt at” week's end,” with

| complicity in the murder.” -+ Richard Sp'rague must g
.} ~FBI Director.CLarente Kel-'" because of insubordinatior
ley - said: ‘cufrent™ burean. and the rest of the committes

future haiassmeént™ sucIi' as The problem is expected
that directed at King., ;-
.The . task force. said . the
, “only ‘new._ evidence
...developed related..to- de-
tails that did'not affect the
+ ultimate conclusion....”,

t'- -‘A!though 10 evidence 'yas
t{rned ‘up” o~ how Ray got
t
?

e money fo buy a car arf a
m. and then flee to Cansda,

| ¥ Preend duv Lagidid wicie

" fired there has been a cover- : Brooks said be.' had;noré

; “found no -evidence of. FBI Gonzalez saying chief counsel

come to a head Monday. - -~

~

sentence in Brushy Mountain -
+ Prison in_ Petros, lenn., as a

:sthough"it-did*not ledrn -how'" ‘result. of - pleading -guilty. to

ng s murder. He has. tried:
:Ray financed: his. Alight-from in vain for years to get a new

#1968 King'killing; the-task. g';‘yg;; g:fpga‘;;g o

“ The-Justice Departme1 t
“report-‘on-'the shooting in

“We don’t have any faith

. » ‘in‘"that:report- because it
me He said his panel had -c oo o FRY and the Justice:

Department to a degree were |
nvolved in the assassination -

T2 .
i Memphis, Tenn.; said, “me nonal commumcatmns direc-- .

guidelines - would - preévent In unanimous disagreement}
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Vashington, D.C. —AP— A Justice Department tas
¢é has found no evidence that the FBI was implicated
he murder of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and
onicluded that the FBILinvestigation of the assassmatlon
&s thorough and honest..
he task force released a 149 page report of its fit d-
s Friday after reviewing more than 200,000 FBI
mients and interviewing about 40 witnesses. -
& Pormer-Atty, Gen: Edward Levi;jaunched the invey - )
gbn to clear up questions about the FBI harassmen E}f A- 3

“thal kivil rights leader and the investigation of his dea Y™
7he task force said the evidence all but ruled out le . Milwaukee Jﬁurnal
bility of a conspiracy to kill King. ' ' Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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: Editiont 10121

a5 King, JFK Probe __ Author
~. _g’ e - Editor:R°H° willS

‘ Washington, D.C. — UPI — Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D= .
Tex.); chairman of the House Assassination Committee, - ' Title:
arrived’ for. a: committee meeting- Wednesday-and a
show/down with Richard Sprague, the committee’s chief -
counsel. Gonzalez named Kenneth Brooten, a staff taw-

< yer, “acting staff-director” in place of Sprague. Gonza Character:

*1dz aftempted-to fire Sprague last week, but 11 other: or

“oh the committee told Sprague not to leave. The com} - Classification: -
rlittee overruled the attempt by Gonzalez to settle thg - Submitti - Milwaukee
issue and voted to adjourn until Monday. ... ubmitting Office:
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Bell May QuizKir

Newt York Times, Los Angeles
# Times; AP,

Washington, D.C. — Atty.

~ Geng Griffin Bell said Thurs-

day’that he was still troubled

by aome of the unanswered. .

quegtions surrounding the
assassingtion of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. and
that he might try to answer
them by interviews with the
convicted murderer, James
Earf Ray.

Bell, who made clear that
he planned no action until the
House Select Committee on
Assassinations decided
whether to continue an inves-
tigation of its own, said he
was particularly interested in

learning how Ray -obtained-

th¢money he had before and
aftyr the shooting of King
anj| whether ‘anyone had
hekped him obtain passports

and make travel arrange-
ments. ik
““7'd like to know where he
got his money,” Bell told re-
porters. “I don't think wye're

going to find out except om |

The question of wherd| Ray .
got the money for extensive
travel and expensive pur-
chases between the time he '

escaped from prison in 1967

and his arrest in London two -

months after the assassina-

tion was not answered by a_
recent Justice Departmeiit

study.

Bell said he might cons1der
trying to arrange some ‘‘cons -
sideration” for Ray if he be-

came convinced that h
telling the whole truth iy
interview. ,
-Ray’s lawyer, James Lijsé
said Thursday that he might

adVlse ‘Ray. to
refuse ‘intervie ws and to (i:w
siston anewtrial,
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mbe Cbzef
Qu1ts Panel

in Protest

AP and UPI

Washington, D.C. —. Rep.
.Henry Gonzalez submitted
his resignation as chairman
of the House Assassinations
Committee Wednesday in a
feud with chief counsel Rich-
ard Sprague, whom he called
an ‘ unconsclonable scoun-
drel.”

The Texas Democrat said

‘-that he had no choice but to

resign under the circum-
stances. He submitted his res-
ignation to House Speaker :
Thomas O'Neill. :

The commxttee was estab-
lished to investigate the kill-
ing of President John F. Ken-
nedy and civil r;ghts leader
Martin Luther King Jr. It has
been all but paralyzed since
Feb. 10, when Gonzalez tried
unsuccessfully to ﬁre
Sprague. _

“I found the committee an
administrative _nightmare,”
Gonzalez wrote. “I found a
chief counsel who assumed
full powers of the committee

self, a chief counsel who
bas insubordinate and ‘insult-

g, not to mention mmg__

I ONLY 44-388

62-1178
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