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TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR "

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; COST DATA

REBUTEL JULY 29, 1976. IN ORDER THAT COSTS INCURRED 

IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MATTER MAY BE COMPILED, YOU ARE 

REQUESTED TO FURNISH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

1. MANPOWER: THE NAME, GRADE AND SALARY STEP, AND 

HOURS SPENT, BOTH REGULAR AND OVERTIME, BY EACH EMPLOYEE 

WHO WORKED ON THIS matter.

2. UNUSUAL COSTS: ANY UNUSUAL OR OUT-OF-THE- 

ORD INARY COSTS. THESE COSTS SHOULD BE ITEMIZED At© THE 

COST OF EACH ITEM SHOWN SEPARATELY.

ALL REPORTS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU, 

ATTENTION BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION, FINANCE AND 

PERSONNEL DIVISION. THE FIRST REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 

THROUSH AUGUST 3 1, 1976, AND FOR EACH MONTH THEREAFTER 

SHOULD REACH THE BUREAU BY THE FIFTH WORKDAY OF EACH 

MONTH. 

END

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AIRTEL AIR MAIL

8/12/76

TO i DIRECTOR* FBI (100*106670) 
ATTENTION: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING RCTT

FROM I SAO, MILWAUKEE W388) (HOC)

SUBJECT! MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; 
COST DATA

Re Butels dated 6/11/76, 7/29/76, and 8/6/76.

The following information is being furnished as to 
the cost incurred inconneation with captioned matteri

1. Manpowers SA EUGENE G. BABLER, Grade 13, 
Salary Step 10, spent eight regular 
hours working on this matter.

2. Unusual Costs: Monr

(M

Bureau (

SEARCHED WW.
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

'onvicted assassin Ji
Ei I Ray- has been met ed
fr< the main pFison in
Nyhville to Brushy Moua iin 
State Prison in east Tentfes-Prison in east ten®
see. C. Murray ' Henderson, 
corrections commissioner, 
s|id over the weekend. Ray. 
si ving 99 years for the s y- 
ii i of the Rev. Martin Lu ier

50Hug Jr., was among 
prisoners transferred. J

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

A-3

Milwaukee Journal 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

DalK 8/16/76
Edition- atest
Author:
Editor?* H* Leonard
Title:

Character:

Classification: Mh.388
Submitting Office^IWaUk© 6
Q] Being Investigated
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Congressional Report"-' Ml "W

ennedy, King Death Probes
May Start Quickly in House

Washington, D.C. —UPI— | 
The head of a committee to 
reopen investigations into the
assassinations of Presu 
John F. Kennedy and Ma 
Luther King Jr. says he 
lieves there was a conspl 
in the Kennedy killing ar

ent 
rtin 
be- 
acy; 
d is

asking for $250,000 to start 
immediate hearings.

The select committee was 
set up by the House Friday on
a 280-65 vote. (In the 
consin delegation, only 
Rep. William Steiger 
opposed.)

1 The first chairman,

Wis- 
GOP 
was

Rep.
T| omas Downing (D-Va.), 
retires at the end of this year, 
and the panel must be res­
tructured when Congress 
reconvenes in January. ;

Downing asked for the 
$250,000 to hire staff and 
begin hearings before the end 
of the year. Congress winds 
up its session Oct. 2. Down­
ing said recent revelationjl of 
CIA and FBI activities re at- , 
ing to the investigations of 1 
the deaths raised enough 
questions to justify new 
probes.

Downing said information 
was now available that was 
not known at the time of the 
original Kennedy investiga­
tion, such as the deaths of 
two Mafia figures recruited 
by the CIA to kill Cuban 
Premier Fidel Castro and pos­
sible ties to the Mafia and 5 
Cuba of Kennedy assassina* ; 
tion figures.

“I am convinced a conspir­
acy was involved," Downing 
said.

The blue ribbon Warren
ission that investigatedC

. Kenedy’s 1963 death f#nd  
thaHLee Harvey Oswald was  
the Ione assassin and ths I no 
conspiracy was involved,'^nd

iori|er nitiiuucis ndvc maisi- 
ed I hat the finding was tfir- 
rec i regardless of the niw 
revelations. a

Much of the opposition] to 
the new inquiry centered on
authority for the com;
■ti ■ • ‘ ‘ '

lee 
deslook into deaths bes

th >se of Kennedy and J ng. 
R p. John Anderson (R III.) 
said the scope of the panel’s

payers was broadened ie-
ca se of the recent deaths of
Ss i Giancana and John to- 
sejfi, the two Mafia figiyes 
connected with a CIA plot to 
assassinate Castro. Downing 
said that at the outset the 
committee would concentrate 
on Kennedy and King.

King was slain in Memphis 
in 1968. Many believe that 
James Earl Ray, imprisoned 
for the crime, was not the 
only person involved.

Asked for comment on the
nej 
Ki 
let

r probe, Martin Luther 
g Sr., the slain civil rig its 
ler’s father, declined, s V-

in]] “If I were to discuss it, 
vjiiat need? When k got

tl rough with it, I’d still be
without a son.' M.

0-MI-W-388 
l-MI-62-1178

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

JEKZ King Probes Reopened
. - i ' > * > > IWashington, D.C. ~ Wl 

- |The House concluded Iri-
4, that enough new q’ 
''taps have been raised si :e
the assassinations of Presi- 

,'dent Kennedy and Martih 
LuthPr King Jr. to warrant 

- new investigations by a spe­
cial committee. ' • v
lit voted, 280 to 65, to L

Ie
tblish a select committee |o

’eopen investigation of 1
t deaths and “of any oth
er [the select committee i ialt 
de ermine.” The panel w iild 
hwe to be re-created in J nu- 

'ary. ** •

l^e new^ panel’% first 
chairman,, retiring Rep. 
Thanas N. Downing (D-V |),
sai__Jrecent revelations of C |A 
am IFBI activities in invqji- 
gawg the deaths Were

enough to justify new probes.;
lie cited the deaths of tv to 

Malia figures recruited Iw 
theiCIA to Iqll Cuban Premljr 
(Wb and possible Mafia 
and Cuban ties of JFK assas­
sination figures —• data un­
known to the Warren Com­
mission whgn it said Lee 
Harvey Oswald was the lone 
assassin and no conspiracy 
was involved. ’

Other allegations of 
wrongdoing by the FBI and I 
sloppy investigation into the i 
Kennedy assassination, its 1 
harassment of King and the 
flit that King’s assassin has 
bi m denied a new trial wire
cil id aS justification for Ine 
spacial panel, I licial panel,

Downing said, “I am con­
vinced a conspiracy was in- 
vplved” in the Kennedy 
death. Jhe American people 
want and deserve to know 
the truth, he said.

But Rep. B.F. Sisk (D- 
Calif.) told the House,, “I 
thought we put this turkey to. 
bed a-long time ago” when 
the Rules Committee voted; 
against it Ust March. - 
frit's a total waste pf title” 

idktigated by “plain wh 
hunters who have some {find

of-melodramatic aesire ior 
fie morbid,”he said. it
I [Much of the oppositidij 
a btered on the authority fall 
We cpminittee to look inti 
other deaths besides those of 
Kennedy andLKing. It could 
even jook into the assassina­
tions of Presidents Lincoln, 
McKinley and Garfield, oppo­
nents pointed out.

“For the present'the com­
mittee’s efforts will-be con-,, 
centrated on the deaths of 
these two people,” Downing 
sail.

ep. John Anderson |R-IM 
sa the scope was broaden | 
because of the recent deat £ 
of Sam Giancana and Jolt 
Roselli, , two Mafia'figures 
connected-with a CIA plot to 
assassinate Castro.'
r Downing promptly .asked 
ior $250,000 to hire staff and 
begin hearings before the end 
of the year. But Rep. Frank 
Thompson (D-N.J.), chairman 
of the House Administration 
Committee which authorizes 
such ‘funds, questioned set­
ting up a committee two

edweeks before the schedu 
end of the session when 
v mid have to be re-'crea 
v. th the seating of a n 
C ngress in January.

l-MI-62-1178

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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HQ00048 2 803018

RR A F0

DE HQ

R 052115Z OCT 76

FM DIRECTOR (100-106673)

TO ALL SACS ROUTINE 

3T 

E F T 0 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

3UDED OCTOBER 26, 1976 

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPES TO ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 

1976 AND JULY 30, 1976 WHICH PROVIDED BACKGROUND MATERIAL 

REGARDING REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS CURRENTLY BEING 

CONDUCTED 3Y THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. TELETYPES ALSO PROVIDED 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CERTAIN FIELD OFICES TO FURNISH TO FBIHQ A 

COPY OF ALL SERIALS CONTAINED IN THE KING ASSASSINATION FILE 

CAPTIONED , "MURKIN" .

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO INSTRUCT MAJORITY OF FIELD 

OFFICES TO REPRODUCE AND SEND TO FBIHQ KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES FOR REVIEW BY THE OPR TAASK FORCE.

^5^7//
SEARCHED ______JNDEXED------------ UnULALU

serialized __/ucFiled4^
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PAGE TWO (100- 1066700) E F T 0

THE TASK FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW FIELD OFFICE FILES

AND SUBFILES

LUTHER KING

INFILTRATION

IS-C, BUFILE

IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS

JR., SM-C, BUFILE 100-106670; (2))

OF SOU THERM CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

(1) MARTIN

COMMUNIST

CONFERENCE

100-438794; (3) COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL

MATTERS (CIRM), BUFILE 100-442529; (4) CPUSA - NEGRO

QUESTION, BUFILE 100-3-116; (5) STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, SM-C

BUFILE 100-392452

IT IS NOTED THAT EACH FIELD OFFICE PROVIDED A COMPLETEE

INVENTORY OF THE ABOVE FILES IN RESPONSE TO FBIHQ TELET YPE

TO ALL OFFICES DATED DECEMBER 9 , 1975 CAPTIONED, ’’MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR

THE BELOW I NSTRUCCT IO NS DO NOT APPLY TO ATLANTA AND

CHICAGO BECAAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE PARTIALLY REVIEWED

FILES OF THESE OFFICES AND PLAN TO RETURN THERE IN THE NEAR

FUTURE TO COMPLETE REVIEW

THE BELOW INSTRUCTIONS DO NOT APPLY TO NEW YORK AND

BALTIMORE BECAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL PLAN TRAVEL TO THESE

OFFICES IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO REVIEW ALL ABOVE FILES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FILE

FILES

OF EACH

PAGE THREE (100-106670) E F T 0

BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES, MEMPHIS, 

MILWAUKEE, NEEW ORLEANS, OMAHA, ST. LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO, 

SPRINGFIELD AND WAASHINGTON FIELD DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTIONS SINCE 

OPR REVIEW OF YOUR KING RELATED FILES HAS BEEN COMPLETED.

SAN JUAN DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTIONS SINCE YOUR 

INVENTORY RESPONSE SHOWS YOUR OFFFICE HAS NO SECURITY 

RELATING TO KING.

ALL OTHER RECIPIENTS FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XEROX COPY 

SERIAL CONTAIINED IN THE ABOVE SPECIFIED FILESS.

IT WIILL BE NECESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE FIRST PAGE OF 

ANY DOCUMENT IN YOUR FILES IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HASS BEEN 

SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ. TTHIS WILL INCLUDE DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING 

IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD DIVISIONS. 

IT IS NOTED THAT THIS FIRST PAGE SHOULD CONTAIN THE FIELD OFFICE 

SERIAL IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN MAKE A COMPLETE CHRONO­

LOGICAL ACCOUNNTING OF EACH FIELD OFFICE SERIAL. ANY DOCUMENNTS 

IN YOUR FILLES, COPIES OF WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ, 

MUST BE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ENTIRETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ.

IF ANY FILE CONTAINS PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS, OR OTHER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR (100-106670) E F T 0

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH

ITEMAND LOCATION SHOULD BE SET

TRANSMITTING DESIRED DOCUMENTS

WITH RESPECT

QUESTION, THE OPR

1960. THEREFORE

JANUARY 1960 NEED

FORTH IN COMMUNICATIONS

TO FBI HQ

TO FILES CONCERNING CIRM

TASK FORCE HAS AGREED TO

NO SERIAL IN THESE FILES

AND CPUSA - NEGRO

A CUTOFF YEAR OF

DATED PRIOR TO

BE SUBMITTED. THIS CUTOFF DATE DOEES NOT

APPLY TO INVESTIGATIVE FILES CONCERNING KING, SCLC AD

LEV I SON

IT IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL DESIRED BY THE TASK FORCE

PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBI HQ BY OCTOBER 26 , 1976

THE MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION

DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR JJAMES 0. INGRAM, GENERAL INVESTI-

GATIVE DIVISION

SINCE THE DEPARTMENT TASK FORCE MUST SEE

IN OUR INVESTIGATION OF KING AT FB I HQ AND IN

IS ECONOMICALLY BENEFICIAL TO THE GOVERNMENT

MAIL THESE DOCUMENTS RRATHER THAN HAVING TASK

TRAVEL TO ALL FIELD OFFICES

VISITED IN THE FUTUREE BY THE

TRAVEL INFORMATION AT A LATER

BT

EVERYY SERIAL

THE FIELD, IT

TO REPRODUCE AND

FORCE PERSONNEL

ABOVE MENTIONED

TASK FORCE WILL

DATE

OFFICES TO BE

BE FURNISHED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DE HQ

R 0521 15Z OCT 76

FM DIRECTOR (100-106670)

TO ALL SACS ROUTINE

BT

E F T 0

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

BUDED OCTOBER 26, 1976

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPES W ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 

1976 AND JULY 30, 1976 WHICH PROVIDED BACKGROUND MATERIAL 

REGARDING REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS CURRENTLY BEING 

CONDUCTED BY THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR)

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. TELETYPES ALSO PROVIDED

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CERTAIN FIELD OFICES TO FURNISH TO FBIHQ A

COPY OF ALL SERIALS CONTAINED IN THE KING ASSASSINATION FILE 

CAPTIONED, "MURKIN".

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO INSTRUCT MAJORITY OF FIELD 

OFFICES TO REPRODUCE AND SEND TO FBIHQ KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES FOR REVIEW BY THE OPR TAASK FORCE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO (100-1066700) E F T 0

THE TASK FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW FIELD OFFICE FILES 

AND SUBFILES IN THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIONS: (1) MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR., SM-C, BUFILE 100-106670; (2)) COMMUNIST 

INFILTRATION OF SOU THERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,

IS-C, BUFILE 100-438794; (3) COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL

MATTERS (CIRM), BUFILE 100-442529; (4) CPUSA - NEGRO

QUESTION, BUFILE 100-3-116; (5) STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, SM-C, 

BUFILE 100-392452.

IT IS NOTED THAT EACH FIELD OFFICE PROVIDED A COMPLETES 

INVENTORY OF THE ABOVE FILES LN RESPONSE TO FBIHQ TELET YPE

TO ALL OFFICES DATED DECEMBER 9, 1975 CAPTIONED, "MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR".

THE BELOW INSTRUCCTIONS DO NOT APPLY TO ATLANTA AND 

CHICAGO BECAAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE PARTIALLY REVIEWED 

FILES OF THESE OFFICES AND PLAN TO RETURN THERE IN THE NEAR 

FUTURE TO COMPLETE REVIEW.

THE BELOW INSTRUCTIONS DO NOT APPLY TO NEW YORK AND 

BALTIMORE BECAUSE TASK FORCE PERSONNEL PLAN TRAVEL TO THESE 

OFFICES IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO REVIEW ALL ABOVE FILES.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-350(Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

iRay Asks Review^ 
By High Court

Washington, D.C. — AP — Ray was arrested in Lon- 
James Earl Ray, convicted don sometime later and
killer of civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr., asked 
the Supreme Court Friday to 
review his case, claiming he 
was “set up to take the rap 
for a crime he didn’t com­
mit.”

Ray’s appeal to the high 
court said he was “framed by
the FBI and local police and flicts of interest between two
then coerced by his own at­
torney to plead guilty against 
his will.”

’ James H. Lesar, the Wash­
ington attorney representing 
Ray, in asking the court to 

s review Ray’s conviction, 
wrote: “The charge is that 
those who did kill Dr. King 
are still at large, protected in 
part by the e.
the courts to face these un­
pleasant facts.” •

Lesar could not be reached 
for further comment on the 
appeal.

His petition called Ray’s 
case one “of national impor­
tance, both politically and 
legally.”

Probe Not Mentioned

The petition did not men­
tion an investigation recently 
begun by the House into the 
assassinations of King and 
President John F. Kennedy.

King was killed by a rifle 
blast as he stood on a motel 
balcony in Memphis, Tenn., 
in 1968.

brought back to the United 
States to stand trial. He 
pleaded guilty.

In his petition, Ray, now 
an inmate serving a life term 
in the Tennessee state peni­
tentiary, claimed a thorough 
review of his conviction was 
needed because potential con-

of his attorneys denied him. 
“effective assistance of coun­
sel.”

Ray was represented origi­
nally by Attorneys Arthur 
Hanes and Percy Foreman, j 1

Book Brought Up I
Ray said the attorneys’ fi­

nancial arrangements with

Bradford Huie precluded fair 
representation at his trial.

Just last week the Su­
preme Court refused to waive 
one of its rules and appoint a 
lawyer to represent Ray.

He had sought to file his 
petition earlier but said he 
had no funds, and Lesar told 
the court he could no longer 
represent Ray without pay­
ment.

Under Supreme Court rule, 
the court will not appoint a 
lawyer to represent a party 
until it has agreed to hear 
that party’s case.

The court’s refusal appar­
ently changed Lesar’s no nd 
about representing Ray.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

reme Court Hears
D.C. —AP-

Earl Ray, unsuccessful 
in past attempts to withdraw 
his guilty plea in theassassi- 
nation of .the Rev. Martin ■ 
Luther King Jr., is trying to 

. get the Supreme Court to re 
viewhiscase. '
Ray clung steadfastly to 

his claim of innocence Friday 
in a petition that centered on 
his relationship with two at-
torneys before entering his
guilty plea.

Claiming he was “set up to
take the rap for a crime he 
didn’t commit,” Ray’s appeal 
said he was “framed by the __________________  ___  _____ , _
Fill and local police, and then respect to voluntariness of yers Arthur Hanes arid Percjj 

; < lerced by his own attorney the plea, waiver of conflict of Foreman, author Williar 
q| plead guilty against his interest and on the part of Bradford Huie and himsel 

- criminal defense attorneys, precluded his chance to ret 
Washington Atty. James and professional and ethical ceive fair representation.

Ray Petition!
competence and obliga|>ns 
in representing a defendant’’

’Lesar added, “The charge 
is that those who did kiil pr. 
King are stiH at large, pro 
tected in part'by the unwilp 
ingness of the courts to face 
these unpleasant facts.’

James Earl Ray^
Lesar told the court Friday 
that Ray’s case “raises major
constitutional issues with

King was killed in 1968 fey 
a rifle blast in Memphis, 
Tenn/ Ray wasarrested in 
London and extradited' to. the 
United States to stand, trial 
for murder. His case never 
reached a jury because’of ms
guilty plea.

Ray’s petition said finan­
cial agreements among law

10/9/76
Edition: Latest

Classification: M+—388
Submitting Office;MlWa.Uk68

MI only
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James J* Kilpatrick ‘ 

nnswers Sought 
in Assassination!^

th*, autopsy findingsare the, 
relatively easy questions.

Just before it closed tap 
shop for the year, the Haise: 
of Representatives creatal a 
select committee to investi­
gate the assassinations of 
John F. Kennedy and Martin

Downing’s committee wants 
to explore the tangled, shad? 
owy trail of events over a 
span of three years preceding 
the November day. Who was 
Lee. Harvey Oswald? ' Who I 
was he really? How many 
“Oswalds” were floating 1 

ah experienced federal prose- !around?Out^^ 
cutter, has signed on as thfef conspiracy and intrigue aris- 
iniKator 1 jing from th« dark waters of

Jfo one expects the inquiry Ith® ^TF?f
to ybe completed in the n4Xt possibilities emerge. .

-S'

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Luther King. On balance
three months. By voting 280­
65 to authorize the investiga-

on very close balance — the tion, the House implicitly 
venture may prove a useful promised to renew its ap- 

_ - - * • 1 ntiAval navi araar Ca ihaundertaking'. ' p^VVeXV^ear^ fhe
Especially in the case of 3 H^e will have time 

Kennedy, and to a lesser ex- 0 ma^e a resP0Dr 

tent in the case of King, un- „ .. t , ,
answered questions abound.« What are they searcl

Conspiracy Cult 
Swarms the Issue

The truth may never be

»
th® found1. Downing recognizes 

d that discouraging prospect; 
® he recognizes, too, thatJt 

J|. Ijmay be impossible ever ;o 
Wlcaticfv the eonsoiracv ( It

year, have passed since King tn|He Is sitlsfled tl 
was slain in Memphis. The nai commission mHe is satisfied that

t;

‘81 satisfy the conspiracy < It 
. .1 that has swarmed around ne 
’’ fcnnedy assassination. In tne

questions may be unanswera­
ble. But if the House invest!-
gators cannot tie

orii nal commission on Ken- 
ned/’s assassination, headed । 

f by the late Chief Justice Earl!
^Slihl^arren’ nevcr found the 

a ' truth. For reasons that re- the doubts, main unclear to this day, the 
,s worth & try*

thole of the Washingtq'i 
tuitcake, there are no nuttii | 
iuts than the Kennedy nut 
(hey form a shrill chorus.

loose ends, they may

commission’s staff never
What troubles me is the 

precedent this select commit-

A-21

b * headed by congressn °" - -
Tuomas N. Downing of )
ginia. I happen to hiye

“ at the time; the Warren in-
tee may set. Legislative 
committees have no authority 
to function as grand juries.
Thai,. Anin _ fl

known Tom Downing for 30 
years. He is a man of excep­
tional integrity and common 
sense. He is not altogether 
unbiased in the matter of 
Kennedy’s assassination. “I 
am convinced,” he says, “that

vestigators obviously were (Their only authority is® 
tt0 5xaiPine ^V^ce investigate in the areas I >f

that has developed in the (specific legislative interest.
ensuing years. p it jS specious to sueslut

Some of the questions go that the committee’s purp/e 
directly to events that Ho- il to study legislation “bett ir

Milwaukee Journal 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

there was a conspiracy 
volved.”
Budget of $150,000
for Three Months

in-

But Downing is perhaps as 
unbiased as any person who 
has become fascinated by the 
Kennedy mystery. Downing 
is a lawyer, a former judge, a 
low profile veteran of 18

. years in the House. He is re- 
.tiring at the end of this term,

vember day in Dallas. For I he u protect our presideni 
ej ample, what kind of trie Tjiat is bunk — a feeble i 
v? is found on the sixth fllor tenuous rationalization. The

d

q the Book Depository Build- sole purpose of this investiga- 
ing? tion is to satisfy a gnawing

The rifle officially identi'
fied as the murder weapon, 
now in the National Ar­
chives, is a Mannlicher Car- 
cano, a 6.5 Italian carbine. 
You can inspect it yourself. 
Yet the gun first identified in 
the Dallas press was a 7.65 
bolt action Mauser. The three
officers who found the gun• Ullji^ ClV WIG dill UA WAAw LUA AAA) { , , ,

and has no political interest (have confirmed that identifi- 
to promote. cation in statements under
A Downing’s 12 member’ °ath- It seems incredible that 
(Bmmittee will have a budget P°Hce officers, familiar with 

•cl $150,000 to finance » weapons, could have seen the 
5 |ork until the 95th Congrlss! Ws “Made in Italy, < 
convenes in January. Richaid. and read them as “7 
A. Sprague, of Philadelphia, Maiser.

Questions involving thelll- 
fle, the “miracle bullet,” and

B5

national curiosity. I had not 
supposed this to be a function 
of the legislative branch, tat 
in may be captious to cap- 
ulain. Onward, Downilg! 
3 hd leave no stone unturnqj. 

’‘Washington Star Syndicate

2-MI fe-W
U2-1178)

10/1^/76
Date: Latest
Edition:
AuthonR.H. Leonard
Editor:
Title:

Character:
or

classification: Milwaukee
Submitting Office:

| | Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

.King Data | 
’Destroyed J
Panel Told

From Press Dispatches
Washington, D. C. — Rob­

ert Ozer, a House Assassina­
tion Committee staff lawyer, 
said Tuesday that documents 
relating to the murder of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
were destroyed since the I 
panel was created this fall. I

Richard Sprague, chief 
counsel for the 11 member 
panel, said he could not elab­
orate because an investiga­
tion was not complete.

The committee also voted 
Tuesday to. authorize Sprague 
to issue subpenas for inf or- 
mation on the assassinations 
of King and President John F., 
Kennedy.

He said the committee, 
which is forming a task force 
of 170 to conduct the inquiry, 
had asked the Justice Depart­
ment and US intelligence 
agencies for all the evidence 
they had on the killings.

Both Assassinations
Chairman Thomas Down­

ing (D-Va.) said it would be 
“a willful violation of our 
request” if anything were 
destroyed.

During questioning, Rep. 
Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.) 
asked Ozer:

“Were any documents de­
stroyed since the conimittee 
was constituted?” '

Ozer replied:
“Yes sir. I believe some 

documents were.destroyed.”
After persistent" question­

ing, Sprague said, “They are 
documents we felt relevent to 
the investigation of the King 
assassination and that would 

.have been in the possessioik 
'of law enforcing agencies.’| 
He would not, say whethej 
the law enforcement agencie: ■ 
were federal or local. ^

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

» Files Destroyed j^ d
tin September, MempKIs"J 

npyor Wyeth Chandler re­
dialed that he. had ordered 
the destruction" of his police 
department’s domestic intelli­
gence files, some dating back 
to 1965. - ;

Police Chief W.O.Crumby 
said they included groups and 
individuals considered threats 
to government officials and 
they would have covered 
some investigative work! 
dealing'with the King assassi­
nation.

Sprague said the allegation 
about -destroyed documents 
had cometohim ..from staff 
investigators, but he cau- 
tiohed that he had not yet 
determined that the docu­
ments had in fact been de­
stroyed or that they related, 
to the King case.

In another development,, 
newly disclosed FBI files in­
dicate that a pair of men’s 
shorts with an unusual laun­
dry mark was one of the 
clues that FBI agents pursued 
in their search for King’s as­
sassinin 1968.

Agents also investigated 
seven men named John. Wil­
lard because the suspected 
assassin used that name 
when he checked into a 
rooming house near the hotel 
where King stayed on his 
fatal visit to Memphis.

Those details emerged in a 
q view of 442 pages of FBI 
fl es on its investigation of 
ti e April 4, 1968, slaying 
Ring.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Another Look at Assassinations ~
gUnder ordinary circum­

stances, creating the House
Committee on Assassinations to 
reinvestigate the murders of 
President Kennedy and the Rev. / 
Martin Luther King would seem 
an excessive step. ; '

These assassinations, espe­
cially the Kennedy shooting,’ 
have been thoroughly studied. A 
special commission headed by 
the late Chief Justice Warren.
laboriously investigated Kenne­
dy’s assassination. It found no 
reason to-believe that the former 
president was killed by anyone 
other than Lee Harvey Oswald, 
acting alone. Both the Senate 
Watergate Committee and the 
Senate Intelligence Committee
dug into the killing and did not stroyed.
challenge the Warren finding. None of this disproves the
The King murder also was thor­
oughly investigated and no con­
spiracy was found.

But Watergate revelations 
and related events raise doubts 
about whether ordinary circum­
stances hold. The investigatory 
aiftermath of both killings deeply 
involved the FBI,' the CIA or 
bijth. And what we know of the 
agencies during these periods

puts into question the integrity
' of their work. • :

There is, for instance, sugges­
tive evidence that Oswald had 
made contact with Castro’s

.‘ Cuba and told Cuban’ officials’■ 
that he planned to kill Kennedy.

.There is evidence indicating 
that the CIA had thought of 
using Oswald as an intelligence 
source because of his life in the 
Soviet Union. Yet the CIA de- . 
nied the latter before the War-
ren Commission and the CIA 
never indicated that it had un­
dertaken any steps of its own to 
assassinate Fidel Castro. Now 
there also are troubling reports 
that some evidence used in the 

’King investigation.has been de­

original conclusions that the 
Kennedy and King slayings were 
carried out by lone individuals. 
But there are enough loose ends 
and enough questions about the 
motives and actions of federal 
investigatory agencies to war­
rant another look by the Housa. 
The CIA and the FBI, in th 5 
name of future credibility, 
should support such a review. *

1-WA :
i-Mi-80-383 ;
l-MI-62-117^
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Assassination Pan«I 
//Jdds 2 to Staff |

^Washington, D.C. —UPI—- 
The House Select Committee 
on Assassinations announced 
the appointment Sunday of 
two New York prosecutors to 
its staff. ' : '

Richard A. Sprague,, chief 
counsel and director of the 
panel, said Robert Tanen- 
baum .would become the dep-
•utv. :hief counsel for a'task'
force investigating the assas­
smation of President John 
Kte^y. Robert Lehner will.

101
ome deputy chief course! 
the investigation of the 

rtin Luther King assalsi-
nation. ;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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‘ ’ Irt#| Mi * AF * 
iMMUe^ii Ai, 
fUMW riRrt im in 
IpviUliilBrj miv# ata 
uoMrfpimW tutlmaw 
tlwl JUIN Jhri w WHlVt#

I*

Reliable source's have said 
IBS -tfSI^ctijts shdWW th>. 
Oswald wasaskingforihfor-

VlOUlly been mfoFV&WOOs mation about optaining.a visa,

that jmim W Buy toh WW ir the witww 5owev!T& .c?t s' inflictions from a JJcret rtiwto wb ww A £I.?ye\^t^?ed’In ^ 
WW dWl his night w ft MW W M A City at the time have beer 
<few3ffHlPv{ WOtfcWbjlKfe quoted as saying the tap 
fci||illlF B| jT, live W further Wni recordings showed Oswalc
WhMte Walter Wuhtrpy ;ta«( ' , offering information to the(Bmli& w . Jwiw wiw} who hwrw;

subcomm ttes probing w^ rwnty abilM IW trip to the Soviet Union. ;wW !sfra®

Mexico
been
tape 

Oswald
offering information to the 

'Russians'inreturn TO! a law

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

SwiMm ?»Ww|! W riwri wm 
iswi i w®  ̂

Unni# that the testlmafy wing In Fulfil Jr 
W Mt Im wtuteriM * he rw WM myet. ’ fi leadrias follows: ‘Ray con-

tactic another person trap 
MRW *#W III • MF whom he received furtHir 

mb interview Friday ike instinctions ... out of ue

wt there wa« someone 
with whom he CM) was to 
lit In W|| with m Portu- 
W

3 Ml Cited
The tegtimonywai iimii 

< WiWi awwH by 
the w II member commit’ 
W mb of two mmmpiw of 

; leads the panel felt must be 
pursued in iti investigation 
into the >«BHliiitloM of

i*W United States.

Ki B^lBWnW- (I 
he other example Is ip 
Piously reported ww

• .Fauntroy confirmed that 
the location was Portugal but 
said investigators did hot 
know the identity of the oth­
er person or whether the 
meeting actually took place.

Ray’s ability to evade law 
enforcement 'authorities for 
two months following the 
April 4,1968, slaying of King 
has often been cited as an 
indication that he had help 
from conspirators. In par||cu- 
lar, his ability to obtain J free 
false passports and paj[|for 
tr is to England and Portugal

___  A-2
MILWAUKEE SENTINEL
MILWAUKEE WISC

.'hr... been cited as actions be- 
y< >d his intellectual or finan-
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smog of < iiw W 
In fob mil mgiMW 
<1 «m Wvi mt 
to foe Min of foe mew, 
mb wo corroborated fols, 

. mwohmam?'luthim 
stidW’The source Is pf ihh 
wilM wo fol or m' 

m« W» worth IBw"’

ciM means.
In March, 1969, when, Ray 

pleaded guilty to killing King, 
he told the court he did-apt 
agree with statement# by the 
prosecution and by his own 
defense attorney that there 
Was no conspiracy involved.

The new lead involving thh 
Kennedy assassination cited 
in the report centered- pn the, 
CIA’s electronic surveillance 
of the Soviet Embassy in 
Mexico City. .

The CIA tape recorded a 
plbne call between O^tald 
at 1 the Soviet Embassi and 
til ned transcripts of | hat
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Conspiracy (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Washington, p.C. •—AP— 
The House Committee on 
Assassinations Wants to pur­
sue a lead front a source who 
claims that James Earl Ray 
received'instructions from a
secret conspirator during his 
flight after the murder of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King.

The committee cites the 
testimony from the unnamed 
source in ajreport that will be 
submitted to Congress next 
year when the 12 member 
panel makes its appeal for 
$6,5 m^lioh to|taye$tlgate % 
assassinations ofKing air 
President John F. Kennedy.

The Rev. Walter Fauntroy,
tiff District of Columbia’s

' teiLsa

Milwaukee Journal
Milwaukee, Wiscons

was uncorroborated but came 
from “a very reliable 
source1* -

Fauntroy said the witness 
told investigators ‘‘that there 
w^s someone With whom he 
(Ray) Mtas to get in touch 
with in Portugal

Fauntroy said the source 
was an American who was 
neither # relative nor an at 
torn^ 1 Ray’s and someone 
“Who, had never previously 
been interviewed by any in­
vestigative agency,”

Ray's ability to evade cap- 
turefor two months after the
slaying of. King has often 
been taken as an indication
th^the had help, particularly 

he was able to get ta ke 
passports and to payllor 
to England and Pate
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Tfee Gallup Poll Says

1 Most Belize JFK Was Slain in Plot
By George Gallup

(c) Field *Enterprises, Inc.*
, Princeton, N.J. — As tie 

। House Select Committee jp 
i Assassinations begins its in­

vestigations, the overwhelm-^ 
ing majority of Americans 
say they believe that others 
besides Lee Harvey Oswald 
were involved in the assassi­
nation of President John F.
Kennedy.

In the latest survey, just 
completed, 80% say they 
think that others were in­
volved in the assassination, 
while only 11% say they 
think Oswald acted alone. 
Nine percent do not express 
an opinion.

। ([Persons with a college 
D ickground, while over­

, y helmingly of the opinion 
' Cat some form of conspiracy 

was involved, are less in­
clined to hold this Mbw than 
are persons with less thaixa 
college background.

mission had failed to con­
vince many Americans that 
OSWhlOfone was respohsi- 
hl®* ■

The public, at the time, 

however, was opposed to a 
new investigation.

Here is the question asked 
in the three surveys: -

(“Do you think one it m 
. v ifsresponsihlefOr the ass ®- 
s |at/on of President Ke/wj- 
ay, or do you' think others 
were involved?” .
J Here is the trend, in > par­
entage points: ,

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

KENNEDY ASSASSINATION

November, IMS 
January, 1M7 .. 
December,19716 .

U

Approximately half ofApproximately half of e 
survey respondents who y 
they believe others were 1i-
volved did not name a specif­
ic group. Among those who 
did, however, Cuba or Castro 
were mentioned most o^ten. 
Other responses frequently 
given are the Mafia, Commu­
nists and the CIA.

The same survey also 
hows that few Americans 
felieve James Earl Ray acted 
n his own in the assassina- 
ion of the Rev. Martin Lu­

ther King Jr. Only 18% hold 
this view, while 69% say 
they think others were in­
volved and 13% do not ex­
pressman opinion.

One week after the Kenne­
dy assassination — in Dallas 
oh Nov. 22, 1963 — a large 
majority of Americans ex­
pressed doubts that Oswald 
had acted alone. A survey 
taijsen three years later ind 
ce fed that these doubts ha 
n< I been resolved. It wa
thhtefore, evident that tn. 
report of the Warren Cohi-re

*a

» 
31 
,11

52 1* 
50 14

^The sathe question 
a ;o asked about the slaving

C-18
as

c King in Memphis on
^1968.

KINGASSASSINATION

IMW(1W is

il

13

me survey results rep rt- 
e|| are based on intervi ws 
with 1,520 adults, 18 and Wd- 
er, interviewed in more than 
300 localities across the na­
tion during the period Pec. 
’10-13.
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■ From Press Dispatches
"Washington, D.C. —AP— 

A House commitMe, seeking 
to justify its request for ^6.5 
million to investigate tse as­
sassinations of President 
John F. Kennedy and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr., says 
it is looking into new and 
•previously unpursued leads.

At a New Year’s Evo news 
conference ‘he day before the 
committee's legislative char­
ter expired, pane! otficials 
said a new in-depth investi­
gation inti the two slayings 
was needed to resolve linger- 
irg doubts. .

,The assassination commit­
tee is expected to be renewed 
by the new Congress out 
some members have ex­
pressed dou bts about the Re­
quest for $6.5 million.

A 26- page report released 
at the news conference was 
largely a plea that the com­
mittee be continued and that 
the funds be approved.

The report said that the 
committee could not rule out 
the possibility of conspiracy 
in the Kennedy and King as­
sassinations. The committee 
said that based on the evi­
dence it has collected, it could 
neither confirm nor deny that 
mqre than one person Was 
involved in the killings.

As new evidence, me 
ccmmitiee cited a statement 
attributed to an unidentified

witness that the convicted 
King assassin, James Earl 
Ray, had told him he was 
contacted in Europe by “an­
other person from whom he 
received further instructions 
to aid in his continuing 
flight.”

The report said this wit­
ness had never been inter­
viewed before by any investi­
gative agency.

The committee report, in 
its other example of new 
leads, said staff investigators 
had been sent to Mexico to 
interview witnesses abott 
statements made there by Lee 
Harvey Oswald within 6) 
days of Kennedy’s assassina­
tion.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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the ri OU 5 6
Committee on Assassinations
said Friday.

• The committee made its

pursue leads about James

Warren Commission as the
man who shot Kennedy.

sent to the Was mg*on Star
and the New York Times.

framed

gUllty :

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Washington, D.C. — AP —
A new in-deptn investigation
into the assassinations of
President John F. Kennedy
and the Rev
King is needed to resolve lin-
■gering mvst
the slayings

enes surrounding

statement to justify its formal
request for $6.5 million to

Earl Ray, the confessed slay­
er of Kin nd Lee Harvey
Oswald, identified by the

Ray reportedly has written
a letter to the committee,
without his lawver’s consent,
stating his willingness to tes­
tify. Copies of tne letter were

Ray was quoted in the let­
ter as saying he was 
by the FBI and local police
ard then coerced bv his own
attorney to plead 
against his will.” '

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Assassination-Committees
Teohniques-Criticized

From Press Dispatchesji 
Washington, D,C. — Tne 

chlirman of the House JudHi- 
u|j Subcommittee on QW1 
and Constitutional Rights has 
warned that some of the pro­

' posed investigative tech­
niques of the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations 
would be “wrong, immoral 
and very likely illegal.”

The warning from Rep. 
Don Edwards (D-Calif.) con­
cerned the assassination 
committee’s pjans to secretly 
record the remarks of poten­
tial witnesses by using hid­
den body transmitters and 
then subjecting the responses ! 
to psychological stress evalu­
ation.

“Such procedures are, to 
sail the least, totally inappro- ' 
prate for use by a congri • 
sidHal committee,” Edwarj s­
wipe in a confidential letu r 
dared Dec. 16 to Spealw

sRichard Sprague, tie 
dpimittee’s chief counslu 
ail director, has told new I 
nun he does not intend to tip 
potential witnesses that their 
recorded words will be sub­
ject to stress evaluation 
aimed at determining if they 
are telling the truth.

In addition to criticizing 
the proposed investigative 
technique, Edwards also 
questioned the committee’s 
plan to hold public hearings 
and the highly public role 
that has been played by 
Sprague.

The existence of the Ed­
wards’ letter became known 
after Rep. Robert Bauman

te
-Md.) objected to an^t- 
kpt of the House leaders ip

to obtain a unanimous clo­
se It for a resolution recrat­
ing the committee that was

»—Xt—la, expected. that the 
House leadership wUMw 
diately seek a temporary ex­
tension of the committee in- 
til its proposed budget and 
other questions can be sub­
jected to more fc^mal review 
during the next six er seven 
weeks. / * '

In another development, an 
. FBI spokesman said some 

compromise could be worked 
out in a squabble between the 
FBI and congressional inves­
tigators involving a newly 
disclosed bullet allegedly 
found near the place where 
Kennedy was assassinated.

But the spokesman, Homer 
Boynton, said he did not 
know what solution the FBI 
would propose ta the com- 
ifktee, which has complain! 11 
t it the FBI plans to test die 
b filet without consulting 

iimittee. ™

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

_ Thomas O’Neill, Majd ity 
Lader Jim Wright, Rem Pe- 
lr Rodino, chairman of Ithe 
tpuse Judiciary Committee, 
and three members of the 
assassination committee.

The use of hidden record­
ing devices and stress evalua­
tion techniques, Edwards 

> said, “would constitute inten­
tional invasions of the most 
fundamental rights of Ameri­
cans.” ■

The committee’s $6.5 mil­
lion first year budget propos­
al — made public in Decem­
ber — includes $4,400 for 
two miniphone recording 
devices, $8,000 for two stress 
evaluators and $2,800 for 
two polygraph machines. In 
addition, the committee 
budget set aside $120,000(for 
filar technicians in its iro- 
rf sed “polygraph-psyq po­
litical stress evaluation 
unit.” '

Rep. Don Edwards

initially established last Sep­
tember.

The effect of Bauman’s 
objection was to leave 
Sprague and the committee’s 
72 other employes without
fi

ti

ids for the planned 
ir, $13 million invesi

vo 
;a-

n of the deaths of Pi si-
q it John F. Kennedy and he 
ReV. Martin Luther King J¥.
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JFK-King Panel 
Runs IntoTrouble

By Washington Post, AP, UPl, New ed this could be done before
York Times

Washington, D.C.
House Select Committee on 
Assassinations was left with-'. 
out official status again Tues-;, t r ents to set up special tax free
day when House Democratic education trusts for their 
|e.^ers withdrew a children is once again putting 

re'estab,1*in8 ^e com- before Congress the issue of 
mittee for the next two tax reuef for ^e high cost of 

. .. T , .. . secondary education. The is- House Majonty Leader Jim J
Wright (D-Tex.) said there 
had been complaints from 
many. House members about 
the committee’s proposed 
budget and methods. .

- “So we decided, instead of 
trying to cram it down their 
throats and rush it through,* . . . , „ low parents to put aside up to
u orderly way’ $750 a year for each child.

Wnght said. ■ J .
A resolution reconstituting Senators have lost their 

the committee had been time honored free haircuts
scheduled for floor considera- and shoeshines in the Senate 
tion under suspension of the barber shop. Senate Demo­
rules procedures. The proce- , crats, in caucus, adopted a 
dures include limited debate, • new policy of charging sena­
prohibition of amendments 
and requirement of two- 
thirds approval of those pres­
ent and voting.

With the outcome highly 
uncertain, Rep. Henry Gonza­
lez (D-Tex.), who is expected 
to become the committee’s 
new chairman, signaled 
House leaders to call off the 
showdown.

Backers of the committee, 
which was established last 
fall to investigate the mur­
ders of President John F. 
Kennedy and the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., will now 
take their resolution to the
House Rules 
Approval there 
the bill to the 
under normal

Committee, 
would send 
House floor 
procedures

requiring only a simple ma­
jority. Wright said he doubt-

next week. , :
The .. In other congressional de-'

velopments: /
- A proposal to allow par

sue is being raised in the 
House, where opponents de­
feated a proposed tax credit 
to help take the sting off the 
cost of higher education. The 
newest proposal, introduced 
Tuesday by Rep. Hamilton 
Fish Jr. (R-N.Y.), would al-

tors the same fee as House 
members pay in the House 
barber shop, $2 for a basic 

' haircut for men. Shoeshines 
cost 25 cents and up, depend­
ing on how fancy the shine 
and how fancy the shoes.

Senate Majority Leader 
Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.), who 
was unopposed in last fall’s 
Democratic primary and gen­
eral election, said Tuesday 
that his campaign finance 
committee had placed a 
$160,000 in surplus campaign 
funds in a trustee account 
over Which he has no control.

House Speaker Thomas P. 
O’Neill Jr. (D-MassT Tuesday 
nominated Rep. James Dela­
ney of New York to be the 
new chairman of the influen­
tial House Rules CoiRfflittfie^.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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JFK, King Probers 
Agree to Pay Cuts

Washington Star Service' |^|it Sprague: has-promisM
ve the staff pay raises,Washington, D.C. TlMt0. , 

staff -of the House Select l ^11 and < if the House 2
Committee on Assassinations
has agreed to take a 35% pay 
cut over the next three
months so that none of its 73
investigators;, attorneys and. 
secretaries.^ will have to be
fired while the organization
fights for its life.
'■The staff, headed by for

meri Philadelphia prosecutor
Richard A. Sprague, figures
the pay cuts .will allow the

i committee to. continue to
operate at a“very reduced
level” . while? the House is
being persuaded to approve a
multi-million-dollar budget
for the probers.

prepreg a big enough budg jt, 
so that: almost everyone can 
make, up their pay losses. ?

,; The staff decision presup 
poses two things: first, that
the House will agree next
week to re-establish the
committee during this Con­
gress, and second, that the 
committee will have a budget
of $84,000 a month for Janu­
ary, February and March.

v Subject to Debate };
tii suppositions are sjb-

je|tto debate, however, a 
number of House mehi

bers are outraged by what
Seduced Jevh W.Ser Sprague^ W 
neans that invest! sators ar« * laipish budget request, [hemeans that investigators ar1 
' ers cannot take any triiJs -
in Iheir renewed look into the

sinations of President
Jolp F. Kennedy and the Rev.

" Luther King Jr. and 
must cut to near nothing the
number of long distance tele
phone.calls, a Sprague aide

Center of Controversy 
At the same time, Sprague

who has become a center of
controversy; over the staff’s 
request for-?a . $6.5 million 
annual budget aud its plans to
Usa? electronic-? investigative 
techniques, gavel his personal 
guarantee to an aide that he 
would not resign in frustra­
tion, anger-or-anything else 
while the. committee, fights 
forfunds^

.Sprague, whose/salary as
chief counsel and staff direc-
tor is $39,600, is taking t le 
-^'Ipay cut along with t|e35%'

72 staff members, ih
ig 48 persons paid

$16,w)0 a year or more.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Hckise could decide nixt
wepk to forget all aboutje-
constituting the committee, 
originally set up last Septem-
ber and operating on an inter-'
im basis since its authoriza­

staff believes it will be en­
titled to $84,000 a month for
the three months under a res­
olution to be considered by
the House next week; Demo­
cratic leaders have circulated
a memo putting the figure at

prevail, there would have to 
be further pay cuts, or [he
step! Sprague has been trying 

void during the budget
fight—staff reductions^ -
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Owt^S^ * **«. ^^ ^ acted.upon by the full 
^Washingtoi^D.C.- -4 The-. House ,
Hdus^Rule^Committee ' Sprague has been criticized; 
Tuesday postponed for. at ^for. speaking too openly to- 
.leastaweekadecision on the press onleads .developed ’ 
whether to resume a congres- Alast year by the committee, 
sional investigation of the for his $6.5 million per year; 
assassinations of President budget request for the pro-
John F-Kennedy and the Rev. posed committee’s two year 
Martin Luther King Jr ^. life and for taking over pre­

; rogatives that belong to con-Meanwhile, the personality 
of Richard Sprague is becom 
ing the central issue in the

gressmen, not staff members.
At least one Rules Commit­

debate on continuing the in
vestigation.

tee member, Rep. Trent Lott 
(R-Miss.), and another Re­
publican, Rep. Bob Bauman
of Maryland,, have called forMembers of the committee - . .

raised questions about the Sprague’s resignation, 
professionalism and tempera- Rep- Henry Gonzalez (D- 
ment of Sprague, az former < ^ who will be the.com-. 
Pennsylvania prosecutor cho- ? mittee chairman if it is re­
sen to be chief counsel for the "'” ™“ ~* -established, was one of sever-

al members who supported 
Sprague’s retention Tuesday,

, ........... .. . . promising to ^exercise more
A resolution calling'for the control over Sprague, who

re-creation of the committee came to fame, with his inves-
which operated for only tigation of the murders of 
three months before the insurgent United Mine Wqrk- 
1975-’76 Congress' ended, ers union leader Joseph Ya­

. |must be. approved by the - bionski, his wife and daugh
RulesUommittee.beforeitter
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?anehChieKSaysTBI 
ighting j|>l\ Probes

Washington, D.C.— AP ~ hdid not identify, the federal went out of business! when

F. Kennedy, and'Martin Lu-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Federal law enforcement; law enforcement agencies? the new Congress convened 
agencies are trying to block a ! during the. Rules Committee ' earlier this month-~ 
new investigation-ofthe John meeting but afterwards said' . ........-------— -retractive FBI a^^^
ther King slayings, the chair-^ were part of the effort. . <

Sita ±£?S N -
hers pt the. FBI “and some > been opposition to the com

^formally re-established b' 
the new Congress. There ha i

^Wlf^A^recentlyretiredsenioradmin- mittee’s chief counsel and it $
- Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D- - istrative officers, high rank­
Tex.) said there were “strong. Ing,” have openly stated their 
and organized forces which Intention to stop the House 
are dedicated to stopping this - investigation.
investigation in its tracks." ^ He ^ „ _ ^ ^

Gonzalez made the state- -viduals or identify other fed- 
ment in an appearance before eral law enforcement agen- 
the House Rules Committee, cies that were trying to stop 
which will decide whether a the probe. .. -
resolution to re-establish the •

proposed $6.5 million budget.

--------- A-2
MILWAUKEE S ENTI MAL
MILWAUKEE ,WISCONS IN

mmmiHM He also said that late lastSflSXoS? ^V year he was informed of two 
House floor for a vote. . ^threats against his life but 

, | Gonzalez,’ who would be- Ji thatAhe considered both 
' - • >nujsances« , ,

The House Select Commit-
tame -.chairman, if .the- com^!" 
Aittee were re-established*. ^

t se* onEAssassinations was
t Jtablished last
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be turned over to the ar­
chives.A

BI Told
Yield

King Tapes
Washington, D, C. -

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

federal judge has ordered the 
FBI to turn over all tapes and
transcripts gathered in wire-
tapping the Rev. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. to the National 
Archives and directed that
they be kept there under seal
for 50 years., •
. A suit for damages had 
been brought by Bernard Lee, 
a fofmer aide to the slain civil
rights leader, and by the
Southern. Christian Leader
ship Conference, which King
headed until his death in

They charged that the FBI 
recorded King’s conversa 
tions in a room at Washing
ton’s Willard Hotel between

the SCLC asked both for
monetary damages and that 
records of the overheard
conversations be destroyed or 
impounded.

Federal Judge John Lewis
Smith Jr. said the da ge

"elf ms were barred by | he 
type year statute of li

is, and he dismissed 
pM of the complaint..

He gave the FBI SM^Uft, 
PKensil known copies of 
the recorded tapes-and tran­
scripts thereof and deliver
under seal to the court an 
inventory.” The tapes and
documents themselves are to

Lee had charged that the
FBI recorded conversations in
1963 and then sent a copy of 
the tape to Mrs. King the
next year; The SCLC alleged 
that from 1963 to 1968 the
FBI eavesdropped , on SCLC 
employes. Both Lee and the 
SCLC said recordings had
been given to news media
and others outside the FBI.

The Senate Intelligence
Committee reported in 1975
that from late 1963 until
King’s death in 1968 the 
p,# the ‘civil rights lea^r

tier extensive surveillailte
art of a campaign to

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Squabble Disrupts 
JFK’King Panel ’

the House assassinatio, 
committee lesft the panel 
embroiled Friday in 'an acri­
monious tug of war between . 
its- -defiant chairman and ■ [
equally rebellious members. .

Chairman Henry. Gonzalez 
(D-Tex.) said Thursday that 
he was firing the ‘icontrover- 

‘ sial former Philadelphia pros- 
ecstor “because of a consist­

ent attempt to undermine n y 
chairmanship and malign n e 
personally” with the staff.

Gonzalez ordered Sprague 
to clear out his desk by 5 p.m. 
or be removed forcibly by 
Capitol police, then left for 
his home district in Texas. ;

Washington) D.C. —UPP] 
The . future of Richai 
Sprague as diief counsel

Rep. Henry Gonzalez

IDifiJjnembers directed 
Sprague to ‘-‘disregard Mr. 
Gonzalez’s order.”

Some congressional 
sources, said theciispute- 
might create. enough extra 
opposition to kill, the panel 
once and for all. The commit­
tee has been endangered for 
lonths any way. -. • ;

. Led by Sprague, it origi- 
ally wanted $13 million Jor 
wo years. That ran into 
trong opposition, but instead 
f killing it outright,.the 

. louse gave the committee 
84,000 a month to reorg;-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

But the 11 other committee

ze, come up with nei 
dget proposals, and fin 1

t ;sh arguments to justify its 
xistence before April 1. -;

Committee Chairman James 
Delaney(D-N.Y.), Gonzalez 
said that "jf attempts to re­
solve the problems fail, ‘|I 
will not recommend that i’sBut me ii oiner committee ;,.. . _ a . . ;

members spurned his deci­
sion, declared the firing to be £ ? JfriS^^ ? 
illegal and told Sprague to House set for the panel to jus-

fact that . ' ' ■ ' - •hold fast, that Gonzalez had
no authority for his move. _ 

And Speaker Thomas O’­
Neill (D-Mass.) told the police 
not to evict the committee 
counsel as ordered.;

Dissolution Threatened - J
• Before leaving; Gonzalez

threatened to dissolve the 
committee formed to inves
gat] the deaths of John
Kerpedy and Martin Luth 
Kink Jr.

In a letter to House Rules

Richard Sprague

A-8

i-;
F.
jr

Informed on arrival in San 
Antonio of his colleagues’ 
action, Gonzalez snapped, 
“llhey’re not the chairman. 
H(| (Sprague) can work for 
fnje. He is not going to work 
under the payroll.” . \

He said before leaving 
Washington that he had certi­
fied to the chief clerk of the 
House to take Sprague off 
salary. . " . .

Sprague, Gonzalez said, 
created “an intolerable situa­
tion” and “embarked on a 
calculated course of deceit, 
deception and divisiyeness.”

. While Sprague hasn’t said 
much on the dispute, his al­
lies on the committee were 
quick to side with him.

^ ’ Extra’Opposition :
4 Walter Fauntroy, District 

of Columbia congressional
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AssassmatiSProbe BotchecAi '
1^ was fine tx> try to clear up headlines than careful review, 

nagging questions about'the as Recently, he claimed “new evi- 
sassinations of President Kenne - -
dyi^and ; Martin:Luther King 
However, a squabbling House 
investigating committee has 
bungled its assignment before 
much probing even begins. \

A^eak of ridiculousness was 
reached' the other day when 
Richard Sprague, abrasive chief 
counsel of the committee, was 
fired *by the chairman, Rep. 
Hern^ .Gonzales (D-Tex.), be­
cause of alleged attempts to
undermine and malign the
chairman. However, other com-
mittee members refused to back
Gonzales.

From the outset; Sprague has
rubbed many congressmen the 
wrong way. He riled’ liberals
with his plan — since aban 
doned — to use stress evaluators
and hidden microphones to test 
the. credibility of witnesses. He. _ inquiry. Gonzales and Sprague
also- demanded a staff of 170 offer the likelihood
and a bare bones budget of dant carnival. Although dissolv- 
$13- million for the two year " ' '
inquiry. The budget was almost
eight times the combined sum
spent for Nixon’s impeachment 
inquiry and Ford’s confirmation
hearings.

dence” proving conspiracies in
the Kennedy and King killings.
When pressed, he offered noth
ing solid.

Some members of Congress
oppose the committee for a du­
bious reason — a belief that the
assassinations and subsequent
questions about the credibility 
of federal investigations (nota­
bly by the CIA and FBI) are best
forgotten. Other members ap­
preciate the clarifying value of a
review but cringe at the commit­
tee’s conduct. The upshot is that
the House has given the commit­
tee until April 1 to justify its

That was probably toe/ gener­
ous. The Kennedy and King
cases are sensitive. Questions
about them require solid, sober

ing the committee now might 
deepen the suspicions of con­
spiracy theorists, the panel is 
too poorly led and split by strife 
to be effective. It should disband
and the House should figure out 
how tothrtEejob right — or for

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
MILWAUKEE,WISCONSIN

Date: 2-1^77
Edition: LATEST

Editor:R»H

Classification:
Submitting Office: MILWAU

□ Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-35*0(Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ruled Out
Seattle, Wash. —UPI—. 

Atty. Gen. Griffin Bell said 
Sunday that a still secret Jus­
tice Department investigation 
did not rule out the possibili­
ty that there was a conspira­
cy to assassinate the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

“I have read the special 
report the Justice Depart­
meat had on the assassination 
of Dr. Martin, Luther King 
and there are some questions 
that are still unanswered,” 
Bell said on CBS-TV’s “Face 

. the Nation.”
Asked if it ruled out the 

theory that convicted assasr 
sin James Earl Ray was palt 
it a larger conspiracy in the 
j )68 assassination of the civ|| 
jyghts leader, Bell said:

“I think if you read the 
report you could lean to ei­
ther side on it. You could say 
there is no evidence of a con­
spiracy or still wonder if 
there was — that there had 
to be a conspiracy.

“That’s one reason I want 
to release the report. I want 
everybody to be able to read 
the report and make up their I 
own minds on it.”

Bell noted that the study 
was centered on the FBI and 
its conduct in the assassina­
tion investigation -— not on 
the ultimate question of who 
else might have been in­
volved in the slaying.

£
e indicated that Ray He- 
d to be interviewed |y 
Justice Department aid ; 
such an interview migjit i 

help clarify some questions. |

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Seattle, Wash. — UPI -^ : or still wonder if there was 
Atty. Gen. Griffin Bell said — thatthere had to be a con- 
Sunday a still secret Justice spiracy.
Department investigation «ThaVs one reason r want 
does not rule out the possibil- ^ re]ease ^e report. I want 
ity there was a conspiracy to everybody to be able to read 
assassinate Martin Luther thg r^rtT^ 
Kin8Jr- own minds on it,” Bell said.

“J J^- Bell noted that the study
repo^ lhe ]hSt Ce Depart" was centered on the FBI and 

»’ ^ in the assassina- 
of the Rev. Martin Luther tjon investjgation _ not on 
King and there are some the Unjmate question of who 
questions that are still unan- else ^ight have been in- 
swered, Bell said. volved in the slaying.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

King Plot Still in Doubt

Asked if it ruled out the
theory that convicted assas-
sin James Earl Ray was partsin James nan nay was pan qUestjonS(» he said. “It’s not a 
of a larger conspiracy in the lflQ^ case jn ^ sense that

; 1968 assassination of the civil 
rMhts leader, Bell said, “I 
think if you read the report 
y|u could lean to either side 
oh| it. You could say there is
no evidence of a conspiracy tice Department and said

“We’d like to have an
swers to two or three more

everything has been an­
swered.”

He indicated Ray refused 
to be interviewed by the Jus-

such an interview might help 
clarify some questions.

In an interview on CBS- 
TV’s “Face the Nation,” BeH 
also revealed he had rejected 
a plea from Indiana authori­
ties to promise Anthony G. 
Kiritsis immunity from feder­
al'prosecution in return for 
freeing a hostage last week in 
Indianapolis.

“I was asked to give him 
immunity fed I was advised 
it would be done under du­
ress and we wouldn’t have to 
honor it,” Bell said. “I said I 
don’t think the government 
ought to lie. Someday we 
might want to give someone 
immunity and they wouldn’t 
believe us. Besides thatj^ve
ought not 
somebody 
tage.”

to bargain j nth 
holding a lbs'

MI only FBI/DOJ
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\Probe (Skief Loses io-Mutiny
| iBy Robert B. Cullen, ,^?. .

• .Washington, D. C. —AP— 
Room. 210 ; of the lCannon ' ■ 
House Office Building seemed \ * 
anunlikely place for a muti-' J 
ny,i but'that was!: what Rep?. - 
Henry;. Gonzalez’:(D-Tex.)« 

.faced Wednesday?^ " v
-?jThe high - ceilinged’ room/, 

r was{ filled with spectators, 
reporters and photographers •-„• 

Lon hand to witness, the ,ex-V- 
[ pected confrontation between

Gonzalez-and the employe hef 
had ? tried- to fire, ' Richard1 
Sprague, counsel of his House H 
Select.Committee on Assassi­
nations. 4 J 5?> «l 2 ' • -

Gonzalez, 61, entered the 
room slowly, neither looking,^ 
ati Sprague nor/speaking to"

I him as he took his> placerin 
I tKe chairman’s ' seat' ahcf ’ ‘ 

called the meeting to order.
p.fosU committees adopt 

I their rules routinely, $in, a
matter of minutes. 1 ’ - ’''
:• Not. this one. Gonzalez’s^ 
proposed set of rules Was dis­
cussed word by word:" /

\ ^1"5' Stripped of Power ,oJv
■'Repeatedly, Gonzalez’s' 

proposed rules stating, “The ,; 
chairman shall have the pow- " 
er.to ...,” were’changed to'' 
“The Committee shall have

Lthe?pdwerto.4/:” <5-f., 
I •/ Rarely, arguing and never ’ 

raising' his voice/ Gonzalez
I acquiesced to the changes, ' 

stripping him of the power he ■ 
wanted' to- control expenses " 
and.personnel; ’ ~ ‘ ‘ " '

After five hours of watch-’. " 
lag his power- over the com- / 

. mittee slashed; the San, Anto-. ’ 
nio Democrat decided the .

I time had come to speak, and ‘

But the committee was not

<f®w

S10 wH
#1

interested* in hearing .what 
. Gonzalez 'had to say. Rep.

Richardsoo Preyer (D-N.C.) 
^interrupted after, a few sen- 
,£tences.®2S^iWK^«t»mtl^^Ml

,„. Preyer, „a, former federal; 
judge and second to Gonzalez? 
in. seniority, said he was 
trying to* prevent a pitched 
battle ^^'#tiy4I^-Mi'4<.NW^iW^^^iW^^ 

j o“We'don’t want a Wednes- 
< day afternoon massacre,” 
gk&eyej^ai<E#£^^

. He suggested that the 
-7 committee- -adjourn until 
■ /Monday, allowing time '^ 
7. members to1 work..out..a 

? ?A peaceful solution to the im­
"' passe/ : ............... .
c: But. Gonzalez was having 
none of it. He accused the 
members of refusing to face 

’ the facts of a committee 
/"budget and staff crisis...........
; , But Preyer’s motion to end

theimeeting carried 8 to 1.
' 4 The? vote, which left G mza- 

lez without apparent allies,
thatwas a surprise move ,._. 

amounted to. a personal re-
buke.for the chairman, vJho 
c ist the lone dissenting vot

A source said later he

’ ^'^--upi Photo t^ 
The: embattled' ‘-Rep.^ 
Henry\;Gonzalez in *; 
Washington -Wednes- J 

n ^9 Wa^M (“/<'?4

he pulled from his pocket a?, the istaff and “toward the 
13 page speech; /C ■ ■ committee.” ' - > .\ ?
: |lt- assailed Sprague in “When I see a rattlesh ke.
s'|rong language, calling, hint.,,on-the threshold, I stomi it 
^Lhonest, deceitful and irre- first and ask questions latf r,”^
.-or.sible ir* his conduct with/Gonzalez said. ’ ; 5 r J

r lembers were Considering 
asking House Speaker Thom­
as (Tip) O’Neill (D-Mass.) to 
relieve Gonzalez as chairman.

Meanwhile, his; colleagues 
gone, Gonzalez - again took 
out his speech, and read it to 
reporters stilt in the room, 
predicting that the belea­
guered panel might naver 
a :hieve its. assigned mist ion, 
t > probe anew the slaying s of 

. .{^resident John F. Kenrpdy 
and Martin Luther King Jr.

l-MI-62-1178

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Evidence
Ray Had Help

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Washington, D.C. — UPI 
— There is no evidence that 
James Earl Ray had any help 
in the 1968 assassination of 
Martin Luther King Jr., a 
Justice Department task 
force said Friday. -

The task force criticized 
the FBI for working under­
cover to harass King and try 
to “neutralize” his role as a 
'civil rights leader. - ;

But it “found no evidence 
of FBI complicity in the mur­
der.” ;
, The investigation failed to 

produce any new evidence 
showing how Ray financed 
his travels before and after 
the assassination.

The Justice Department

Milwaukee Sentinel 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

re »rt'was immediately at-
ta 0<ed in Atlanta by 1
St 
sh 
to

ithern Christian Lead
e

p Conference, which Ki g 
tnded. '•*
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a (eporton Ray — 
iWideiyCnticized
£ -United Press fotemational ^ j he was^captured£.the task ’ 

’ ^ The chairman of the House ' force subscribed to the opin- ’ 
;^ommittee-'6n Assassinations ion “that- Ray’most - likely T 
§ind James; Earl Ray’s former committed on a periodic basis , 

lawyer say Ray did not act. several robberies and burgla- 
,'alone in killing the Rev. Mar- ties during this period in or­
? tin Luther' King:.—.despite a* der to support.himself; Ray’s s
^Justice Departmentreport..criminal?background does ' 

flaying just-the opposites #:;^'lend credencetothis theory.” .
Rep. Henryk Gonzalo^D-

i^ex.) and k^erRobert Liv- D ^‘^^^SCLC - r -
■ingston were responding toC? Ray. is; serving a 99 year 
; the report of a-Justice task' Mountain
; force,' released-Friday;" Al- Pns?° in...Petros,-Ten^asa 
•.•though* it did-hot ^lwfh how^^
I;Ray ffaah<^his<fllg& has tned
1 authorities- following the S^nn ftaTto/ri,atT 
^ 1968 Kinakillinz^ tnal: on the «round ■ ^ hs

; But Gonzalez said Friday in tering the guilty plea.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

;ti|inks Raye or xLee Harvey wSti^im^00-mg ^ 
; Oswald, the assumed killer of S^fS tt^c™^1’ 
President John; F.; Kennedy, riL-!}:™ f^^ 
ajted alone :“miist also be-. Christian Leadership Confer-, 

>f Heve in Santa Claus, the East- , , ...
er Bunny and the-Tooth ." }Y\^^ hJv® any fai^ 

a Fairy.? He saidhis panel had ™JiUor^ 11 
“uncorroborated ’ evidence” n6™!^6 ^e^ushce 
that neither acted alone.  ^Department to a degree were

- . involved in the assassination
£./ • Coverup Claimed ^.or the events leading up. to 
■?And Livingston,, reached-in it,” said Tyrone Brook’s, na­

. Memphis,. Tenn* said, “From tional communications direc- 
the moment1'the shoV 'was -tor for SCLC. ;
fired there has been a cover- Brooks said he had more 
Up”intheRay case. : , faith in. the congressional 
. The task forcereportcriti- committee. But the future of 
cized the FBI for working that investigation was in 
covertly to harass King, but doubt at week’s end, with 
“found no evidence of FBI Gonzalez saying chief counsel 
complicity in the murder.” * 'Richard Sprague must go 

;-FBIDirectorCLarenCe Kei- because of insubordination 
ley7 said '.current • bureau and the rest of the committed
guidelines - would prevent 
future harassment' such"’ as 
that directed at King.. ;

. The-task force, said , the 
‘‘onlynew;„ evidence 
•. ..developed. related to de­
tails that didnot affect the

। ultimate conclusion....”,.

in unanimous disagreement! 
The problem is expected td 
come to a head Monday. ~
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W King Probe Upheld
.Washington, D.C. —AP— A Justice Department task 

has found no evidence that the FBI.was implicated 
in .the murder of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and
concluded that the FBI investigation of the assassination 

?^S thorough and honest.. ;
^iThe task forte released a 149 page report of its find- 
^jg? Friday after reviewing more than 200,000 FBI fe 
patents and interviewing about 40 witnesses. :.. -........................•fnter Atty. Gen. Edward Levi,launched the inv< ;r
'jM >n to clear up questions about tjie FBI harassment bf 
the ivil rights leader and the investigation of his deaii.

1 le task force said the evidence all but ruled out ||e 
. possibility of a conspiracy to kill king. 1

MI only-
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newspaper, city and state.)
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Milwaukee Sentinel
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Rift Still PiaguesKing, JFK Probe
Washington/D.C.— UPI — Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D- 

Tex.),' chairman of the House Assassination Committee, 
arrived for a .committee meeting- -Wednesday^ and a 
showdown with Richard Sprague, the committee s chief 
counsel. Gonzalez named Kenneth Brooten, a staff law- 
wr, “acting staff director” in place of Sprague. Gonzai

* 1< z attempted-to fife Sprague last week, but 11 other: 
’o i the committee told Sprague not to leave. Thexom , 
r ittee overruled the. attempt by Gonzalez to settle tnq । 
issue and voted to adjourn until Monday.
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pell May QuuKing’sKillei;
« York Times, Los Angeles and make travel arrange- advise Ray to continue)New,

. Times, AP ments.
Washington, D.C Atty.“I’d like to know where he sist on a new trial. 

Gerf, Griffin Bell said Thurs got his money," Bell told re 
day;that he was still troubled porters. “I don’t think ' 
by some of the unanswered, going to find out except tram 
questions surrounding the ’*’—■” *
assassination of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
that- he might try to answer 
them by interviews with the 
convicted murderer, James

him.
The question of wher JRay 

got the money for extensive
travel and expensive pur-
chases between the time he

refuse interviews and to
(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Ear| Ray
Bell, who made clear that 

he planned no action until the

escaped from prison in 1967 
and his arrest in London two
months after the assassina­

House Select Committee on
Assassinations decided
whether to continue an inves 
tigation of its own, said he

tion was not answered by a. 
recent Justice Department

trying to arrange some ‘‘con-
sideration” for Ray if he bewas particularly interested in .

learning how Ray obtained came convinced that h 
the [money he had before and ' ..................
afqr the shooting of King

telling the whole truth i4|any

whether anyone had
helped him obtain passports

Ray s lawyer, James Iijfear,
said Thursday that he might
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jProbe Chief 
Quits Panel 
in Protest

APandUPI
Washington, D.C. — Rep. 

Henry Gonzalez submitted 
his resignation as chairman 
of the House Assassinations 
Committee Wednesday in a 
feud with chief counsel Rich­
ard Sprague, whom he called 
an “unconscionable scoun­
drel.”

The Texas Democrat said 
that he had no choice but to 
resign under the circum­
stances. He submitted his res­
ignation to House Speaker 
Thomas O’Neill.

The committee was estab­
lished to investigate the kill­
ing of President John F. Ken­
nedy and civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. It has 
been all but paralyzed since 
Feb. 10, when Gonzalez tried 
unsuccessfully to fire 
Sprague.

“I found the committee an 
administrative nightmare,” 
Gonzalez wrote. “I found a 
chief counsel who assumed 
||ill powers of the committee 
jself, a chief counsel who 
las insubordinate and insult-

mg, not to mention dislpyal”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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