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" JFK-

Spent thtle to Show forlt

7 Los Angeles Tlmeswee . .. Examined volnminous doce . way the committee is. move.
Washington, D.C. == ' De- ’uments. ‘some hitherto'secret; -ing: In the latter part of July
spite a tedious, expensive and-+dealing. with prior-investiga~- or:August; when we open up~
far’ rangmg investigation, a’ tions of both assassinaﬂons, to the media, . think the
blue ‘ribbon congressional 2 G ~"American peéople will be -

committee has uncovered no - Expended exten.sive eﬂnm

sngmﬁcant evidence of con-
spiracy in the assassipations’

of President John F. Kennedy:

or the Rev. Martin Luther,
King Jr., according to dozens
of sources interviewed by the; -
Los Angeles Times. - .

Black leaders. were princ:-
pally-responsible for creation
of the House Select Commit- .
tee on Assassinations, reflect-
ing :a strong belief among
blacils- that James Ear! Ray
did- sjot act alone in the 1968
assaikination of King.

Byt the committee- has:
developed little about the.:
‘King: murder not already-

“known to Tennessee law en-

- forcement agencies..or any+"
. thing:substantial. not known

to thé Warrens+ Commission ..

yearss. ago: a}:ou the 19635

its.investigators have labored =

mightily to unearth evidence-

- of.conspiracies in both mur--
ders;=— but to no avail. Durs .
ing+its"20 month- investiga-
tionjthe- eommmee has‘ T

_'Spent almost $5 million'on
staff salaries, travel and ex-~
“penses and wages for consul-
ta; ts, including ballistics,
fol

3 terviewed nearly 1.500

nsic and medical experts.

.. longer- bemg fnlly utinzed b,

“rechecking- old -leads- descre--
s dited by -prior: investigators
‘and chasing after what con-’

spiracy buffs ~ most partic--
-ularly- attorney» and: author. -
Mark Lane — call “new evis
dence » : Lo

., Some--of - theh “new~ evi»
dence" has tnmed out largely. .
to be an assortment of flimsy -
rumor, dismrﬁou and plam

untruth.

‘Witnesses who were inter-
viewed often have termed.
some committee: invest:gators
“bumblmg” and, “‘naive.”’,
Alabama "author .Willlanﬁ
‘Bradford Huie, who.wrote-a
.book about Ray and i§' eonsid-
“ered ‘an- expert:onthe: Knm
assassipation,,wa ;
several witnesses:wh < Saidy

e R

“from its lnception in Septe o
‘ber, 1976, until .early: tHhfs:
year, said> - -
:##“The"thing that is !

ing to-the staff (la
investigators) is that they
‘haven’t. found. that smoking"
gun.w’l'hey just-are not able to*
.find:that -smoking- gun. .J'm”
‘Dot saying it’s not out there.’

* Gay 'said he’ left. the- job
because his. talents were: no-

Some- ‘say 1 clarmrmg
unsubstantiated rumors :andj
exaggerations' by conspiracy:
buffs may turn out to be -\.
committee’s principal servi
to the Amerlcan publl S

. the phrase “close 1; out.” :

‘pleased asiwell. ... We are.;
going to close it out, lay the,
"facts: -before the Ameﬁm
“people.” : i, I
i Ford . placed - emphasis owi
A
- Toremains to be seen, lxow‘,
_ever, if Americans. will bexI

satisfied' with the ‘commit-}|
tee's findings.; A final- repo

1 is due Dec. 31.
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iBlack Mayors Seek

I Files on Leadersﬂ

'# Prichard, Ala. —AP— The|
ational Conference of Black'
Mayorsy expressing outrage
over reports that the FBI
tried to replace the late Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. as leader
or tije Ci movement,
is asking to see FBI files on A6
black leaders. - ; P——

AJ. per, mayor of Pri- MILWATKRE JOTTRNAL
chard and president of the MILWAUKEE ,WTSCONSTIN
conference, said Monday that
telegrams had been sent to

ity. Gen. Griffin Bell a

| I Director \iNllliam

ebster requesting a mee

1g to discuss the files. pate:  6/6/78
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i & Courts

i

Federal marshals pulled .a
brother of James Earl Ray;
the convicted assassin of
Martin ‘Luther King Jr., out
of -a halfway house in St
Louis this week ‘and put hiin
back in jail to await an inves-
tigation -of a complaint that
he lied to the House Assassi-
nations Committee. US- Pa-
role Commission-officials said A=3
they decided to- delay the =
parole of John L. Ray — who
had been scheduled to be re- MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
leased from the halfway Milwaukee, Wisce
hoyse Friday — on the 4

i committee’s chief counl;

i G. Robert Blakey. Joh
a5 was being held on banj; -
robbery charges. ‘ ; Date: 6£12/ 78
' Edition:

Author:
Editor:
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- The House Assassinations Committee-has released-a 1

set of photographs and composite drawings in hope o
_ citizen recognition of them might shed additional light **
-on the assassinations of President. John F. Kennedy ;
~“and the Rev..Martin_ Luther King. Jr.: Sketch=A.-‘(left)4§;-

ol Q3. £

o r

i

'shows a man who reportedly represented himselt as a 2
mempber of the US intelligence community in the 1960s ;]
d who-occasionally:used the name Maurice Bishop.
etch B (right) shows a man, first name of Ralph;, who - ,
legedly-was in- Atlanta, Ga:..in-1967-or early, 1968.
hie photographs were of poor quality..z 2 =.:7ua —UPE

A 0GR Tt e ] S

7

ty

L:
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might help shed light on the assassination-of-Pres- . * other sketch shows a man named Ralph who alf

idezk John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. ©  legedly was in Atlanta, Ga., in 1967 or 1968. ;.-
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HELP REQUE.STED — The House Select Commit- represented-himself- as-a .
_teejpn- Assassinations released two sketches Sun- ;| member. of ‘the intelligence community . in .th
day| in- hopes that' citizen-recognition of them ‘. 1960s. and ‘used.the. name Maurice Bishop. Thi
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ﬁ]:onsplracy Panel Asks-Public’s

Help

N AR

Washington, D.C. —UPI—
Americans were asked Mon-
day to identify blurred photo-
graphs and sketches of sever-
al men who may be connect-
ed to'the murders-of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy and the
Rey. Martin Luther King Jr.

The - House - Assassinations .

Committee-made public Sun-
day two composite. drawings..!

and -three- blurredfphoto-m

graphs.. .. -iwtt

x’-'x:"'é'-

“to make best possible use of

available.. pictorial ~evidence.. paw frigl; e s smie

. in the hope .that. citizen
recognmon of “them: might
shed additional light on the
assassinations.” : .o o

‘Anyone recognizing any ot
the. en has been asked to-
conthct the House Assassina-

SCommittee, Washmgton.

.CJ20515. tre ST

Documented linking of any

of the men to the cases would )

directly challenge the conclu--
sion of the. Warren Commis-
sion that Lee Harvey Oswald -
acted alone in killing Kenne-
dy in Dallas in. 1963, as well ¢
as raise questions about the:
guilty. plea made by James |
Earl- Ray that he murdered !
Klng in Memphxs, Tenn.. m

- 1968. g pad e

RN

*{Ray Wants New Tl

iy ‘iRay, who-is'in prison for
_ In doing so, it said it hoped-ithe slaving,.has. changed lus: ;

story-and- has long sought. a
lru ls # &'
Formed in late 1976 to ln—q
vestigate rumors of conspira- | .
“cies in the murders, the panel . i
“'so' far has failed to;come up:

‘with anything . concrete - to::

.dispute -the: lone-assassim

Asenes of publlc hearings

: on both cases is scheduled to

begin soon. LR

, carries the label.“Ralph.”:si1:ity

“shows a middle aged, darkf_i

‘The three photographs re-
leased’- Sunday include a
blurred image of a dark
haired man, possibly with
mustache, sitting on a curb
with a group, none of whose;
faces can be seen. The com!
mittee caption said only thak !
the picture was taken negf.
. the scene of the Dallas shool} |
' ing “moments after Preside t
Kennedy was shot -

The other’ photographs
‘according to the committee;?

are “of two men who may
‘have been inr Mexico City in'
‘the fall of 1963 when ‘Lee-
Harvey Oswal § " was;

apparently hght hmred m
in his 20s or early 30s.

The other phetograph, bad}
ly scratched and blurred, i isd:
, profile view of a light or gray
" haired man who could. be in-
" his late-40s or 50s. He wears;y|
? hghtf suit, shirt and tie: The; &

ace of-a.man standing to
- left is obscured. . "8 hls\,
One. of the two sketches

haired, square-jawed many
with high cheekbones "-who
" allegedly was:in Atlantarins
1967+or. 1968."”; The “sketch¢’

i The other drawing shows a:.
man’with close-‘cropped'halrfi
. The‘committee said the man¥
“reportedly represented him:3;
sé)f as'a member of the Ui}t
injelligence community in thij<
1460s and ... on occasioi}*
ujed the name Maurice Bis N
op.”. ¢
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! (c)New York Times Service

! Washlngton, D.C. — The
FBI received a report in
gMarch 1974; that an Imperial
(Mo.) businessman was “the
individual who made the

spayoff of James Earl Ray .af- (il

*per the killing” of the Rev,
Martin Luther King, accord-
ing to bureau documents
made public Wednesday.

The documents, released
gmder the Freedom of Tn-
;iormatlon Act to Harold
‘Weissberg, a private investi-
gator of assassination mat-
‘ters, and The New York
dimes, included the 197
treport of an informant to hil

31 control agent, which ha{‘ !

sbeen written by the agent.
It was based upon the in-
ormant's conversation with
Rugjell G. Byers, a onetime

pn-Assassinations. The Times
. sreported last week that Byers
thad told the committee that
iwo Imperial men had of-
-fered him $50,000 to kill

" King and that he had turned

- down the offer.
Payoff Alleged
But the documents released

Wednesday showed that:in
1973 Byers told an FBI-infor-

mant that one of these two |

:  men was the person who paid
;pff Ray after King’s murder
©n April 4, 1968. Ray is serv-

Yng a 99 year sentence in

frennessee for the killing. He

*has said, after initially plead-
ng guilty, that he did not

sshoot the black leader. !

Y The bureau memorandum

moted that “during the fall o

ed) talked freely abou
If and his business, an
ey later went to (short

1

i, &dum continued:
l* “He said that also present

. n‘ t. Louis Coungy, now d|

 #he individual who made the

eletion) where Beyers told a
about visiting a lawy

d,; riot furthier ddentif
‘had offered to. give hijk

%a contract to kill Martin LY {

ther King.” The memoran-

as a short stocky man, who
walked ‘with a limp. Later,
,with régard to the actual in-
sdividual, Beyers commenteéd |
}that this man was actually

;'payoft of James Earl Ray af-

rter the killlng "o
Confederate Flags

) ‘gyer had Confederate flags

nd other items about' th
"house that might indicate §

- #was ‘a real rebel.’ Beyers a
: »acommented that he had

toffered either $10,000 or
4$20,000 to kill King.”
* ‘There is no indication that

L)

“Byers presented any corra-

. tboration for the charge that .

kkay was paid.

In an interview with af
#New York Times reporter on |
kJuly 18, Byers confirmed that |

xhe met with John H. Suther-
nd, a patent lawyer from
mperial, and John R. Kauff-
, a onetime stockbroker,

Bin late 1966 or early 1967 and

Ethat they offered him $50,000
Sfor the King murder. He did
fnot disclose in the interview
"that he believed that Kauff-
omann had actually paid Ray
"after the crime. He said-he
Sturned down the offer.
£ .Both Sutherland and
§Kauffmann are dead, and
€th r widows have said the
,dl not believe their late huqy
Is would have becom
Eﬁn lved in such a plot. By
_this story to persons. i
1968 and again in 1973
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Jesse Jackson .,

cts on Ray
hicago, .- —AP— Th

. Rév. Jesse Jackson. has .

opened his own investigation
into Martin Luther King’s
murder, spurred by a letter

esse Jackson
from James Earl Ray an
what he called a threat of
death hanging over everyone

- present at the killing.

Jackson, who asked : per-

.mission Thursday . tb inter-
‘view Ray at Tennessee's

Bushy Mountain prison, said
he was convinced Ray did not
act alone. “There are still evil

forces at large,” he said.

Ray denied in his letter to

Jackson and others that he °
.kxlled Km ‘and o’tfered evi-
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hicago, Ill. — AP — The Rev Jesse Jackson hy
opned his own investigation into the killing of the R;e!

.Mjftin Luther King Jr. because “the threat of deal
hajles over everyone present at the assassination.”

rompted by a letter from James Earl Ray, Jacksbn
- asked permission Thursday to interview the confessed
lassassin at Tennessee’s Brushy Mountain Prison.

“] fear greatly for his life,’” Jackson said. “I fear
greatly for my own life.”

He sald he is convinced Ray “didn't act alone and
there are still evil forces at large,” ‘

- Jackson, now head of Operation PUSH in Chicag
s an a motel room balcony in Memphis, Tenn., wil
mg when the civil rights leader was shot Aprijl

.

he New York Times reported Thursday that anF ;

docyment shows a Missouri businessman made a pa
I} to Ray after the assassination, bm; the FBI fievq
ed the lead. -

e Times- reported that the documenl:says the FBI's
inféfmation came from Rugsell Byers,*a former St.
Louis auto parts dealer. Government sources told the
Times that Byers named John Kauffmann, a stockbrok-
er who died in 1974, as the man who made the payment.

Byers had confirmed to the Times that he told the
‘House Assassinations Committee he turned down a
$50,000 offer from Kauffmann and a Missouri lawyer to
arrange the killing of King. .

y, now 50, pleaded guilty and was sent to ptison
for| P9 years. But since then he repeatedly has clai
his{pnocence.

n Tuesday, Jackson sent a telegram to Pres,ldef
Carter in an effort to obtain a new tnal for Ray.

e said Thursday that a trial would force the FBI ‘
-dic] ose information “that it considers irrelevent or cp
fidjntial. Those are value ]udgments that could be ¢
ored by the FBI’s possible role in the assassination or
the FBI's fallure to prevent it.”

Jackson added, “Because he did not act alone, others .
involved are still walking the street. Ray is our closest :
lead to those people.” . ‘

 Ray's ietter to Jackson, dated July 21, said: “1 did not
kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

“ believe the evidence that I can give you about how '
§ used, moved around the couptry, paid substantjg}
of money, directed to buy a: nﬂe and directed

t{plishing fact that there was a copspmey il ]
m_,erD:.Ktt}r‘l; ‘ ) k)
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Warden Stonney Lane con- | |
firthed. Thursday that he r
ceifed Information within thy’
laslf few months that. Jame
Eail ‘Ray might be plottm’ 4
another escape from Brushy.
Mountain State Prison in Pe-.
tros, Tenn. Ray, who is serv-
Ing ‘99:years -for the murder
of thet Rev. Martin Luther-
King; Jr., escape(LﬂJune 10,:
1977; with six othér inmates..
NBC/, News reported Thurs--
day that the new escape plot
Vijas ‘discovered by Oliver'!
Phtterson, a congressiondjl
uiiformant, who stole-Jette?
fibm:Ray to his brother, Jei A-3

ryRay-‘ P s
B TR S "
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ckson Doubts )

Ray Killed King

Petros, Tenn. — UPI ~—
The Rev. Jesse Jackson, the’
civil rights leader who was
with the Rev. Martin Luther'
King Jr. wheri he was slain,
met with James Earl Ray
‘behind bars Thursday and
later said he had “profound

doubt” the convicted assassin *

actually killed King.

“I am convinced that he
was involved but was not
alone,” said Jackson.

In another development in
the .case, Ralph - Abernathy
toldjthe Memphis Commer-

ciak{Appeal that he would.

tes{Ky ‘at 3 congressional
h g next week that he
“believes the FBI and Memphis

police helped “conspirators”

transport Ray from Memphis

;a;ter the April 4, 1968, shoot-
g.

“It given a new trial, he.

(Ray) would reveal the names
and information that would
lead the police to the real kill-
ers. of Martin Luther King,”
said Abernathy, a civil rights
leader who also was with
King the day he was assassi~
nated.

. Ray, ser;ring a ‘99 year

term at Brushy Mountain
State Prison, initially pleaded
guilty to the crime, but K
since changed his story
contends he was not the trjg-
ger manq. A
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....um_ B
9atl0ns ;

urgiay” denied

news ‘conference. A
Oliver Patterson.

: wﬁbedﬂmaeuuagmd

used - panel, sald he had ‘ta

G Rohert Blakey, the
hittee’s: chief ‘counsel,

by.one of the panel's former .

recorded telephone “calls
Jerry. Ray, brother ‘of ‘con-

victed King slayer James Earl .

Ray, on the advice.of his su-

“perior - in. the congressional
.. investigation. : )
In his statement, .Blakey |

the indivldual muklns

S e R i e

FBI's tnle role ‘In Klng's

\ | sassination. -

Meanwhlle, civil. ,rithts
leader Jesse Jackson emerged
from a talk with James Earl’
Ray at a Tennessee ‘peniten-

: 4 pro-
found doubt that Ray was the
killerof King. - .

Jackson said-he had cilled
Benjattin Civiletti, the deputy
attorney general, and m

" 'He sald: -
“The FBI tollowed [

24 hours & day.’’

my vuolthel-‘ltu_ni

ter -than thlt
(Rly's) motives.™

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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ew.Trial

1

Ietter from. James. Earl
the " alleged~assassin of

In letter-he said sevejfal’
imporfant things whichcl
woulddlik

e the-firsts two~para4
gragh <and a section from’thé]
Iasﬁ graph of Ray’s let

ng.‘_ .

g2t

- i-State Capitol.+ .: «
‘;‘TOO M ANY uxianswered ~court and given a fair trial.

Could End Doubts fl

e "By JESSE L. JACKSON
“LAST WEEK I received an

e to share with the‘; h
Ameri czn public. The followed Hol

“¥ t|dia not klll’Martin’Lu R

‘fﬁb_%leve that the evxden e-‘le’g'

for:Ray s

Rev: Martin: Luther King.r.. I

cbl sclence —“afid’ héhtly s

.He should do no less in the
~casg of the alleged assassin-c

.-Rev. Martin Luther King,

%~ the man,whose picture~ Vietnam: and. Watergate, it is .|

"had hung in.the Georgia;
e o dF

estions:surround the King.
assassination, and too much.-,

1rcumstant1a} evidence}

ints' to: the.. government’s:
invotvement™ (especially - the-
EBI) in his death. e
How* dperson*who had?

"1 bloYvn every other simple (by *
4 conjparison) criminal task he™
{ had} ever. ,undertaken, coul
% -originate, organize and” or-

chestrate the assassination of

4. the Rev. King, escape:a

“heavily police guarded- cen.*

tral - city -area. during rush
hour,. secure. visas which-al=
lowed him to travel to Cana-
da and England =~ ALL BY"
HIMSELE.~rtests.one 'S intels,
ligence and common sense: -
1T, WAS -PUBLICLY. docu--

: mented that"JggEdgar Hoover =

had: an ;intense hatred of’
blacks generally and a per- |
Vendetta against “thd} .
,,ng;m particular =}
callin hmxahar, among oth}
er thihgsZFBI memos indicat):

Apf‘dxsrupt,* dxscfe;dlt ‘or- other-

;.a.:..:l,‘..'." T

‘vent the Tis& ofa black mes-
stair™-amt that” thesr-mre—tos |

wise destrowthe. tack’ move-
ment -in; America”:: are-*just :
some mdlcation of th depth -
of Hoover,s‘ h{tr

505 Yy -qu
unanswered ‘with - so manyt
people unbelieving of the of- 3
ficial:.explanation: to - this 3
.. point,with the loss of moral
authority in our- instxtutxons*i
_and leaders (their believabili- -
"ty and trustworthiness) since.;

in the national interest that
James Earl Ray be brought to

rsal Press Syndlcaia '

:ing:that the FBI was to “pre-*
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fing Felt

‘hreatened)

Friend Says

.
Washington, D.C. —AP—
Martin Luther King' Jr.’s|

chief lieutenant in the civil
rights movement said Mon-
day that he believed King
received advance warning of
his assassination.

“f1 think he had received

s¢me word from som
ojhrces that he was going t

assassinated,” the Rev|]
Ralph David Abernathy tol
the House Assassinations
Committee as the panel
“opened a.week of public
‘ hearings on its investigatlon
of King’s death.

Under questioning, Aber-
nathy said he had “no knowl-
‘edge” of any warning deliv-
ergj to King.

e said that although

and| King were the closest Pt 3

fn ds, King had said notl]
ing to him about any threats:
Nevertheless, Abernathy

recalled that the night before '

th¢} murder in Memphis,

in., April 4, 1968, King
del¥Vered a speech in which
heliseemed to foretell his

 That was a famous speech
in which King declared, “I
have been to the mountaintop
and I have seen the promised
land.”

1% more than an hour of
teslimony, Abernathy de-
scr his relationship with
Kirg from the time they first
met in Atlanta in 1951.

[ *—T-h-rwghout his experi-
ences in Memphis and els I;-
where, King distrusted law]
enforcement agencies an ‘.‘,;
felt he could not rely on then;!
for protection, Abernathy
said.

“He really did not rely on
or trust the police powers in
this country,” Abernathy
said. “He knew the FBI was
against him and could not be
trusted. He knew the CIA
was- against him and coul
not be trusted. His hot
rooms had been bugged. THh:
police were looked on as
enemy.”
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anel Tries to Trip
'ay On TéStlmon_.»’ ,

~ APand UPI _

Washington, D.C. — The
House Assassinations Com-
mittee tried Thursday to
shake one discrepancy after
another in James Earl Ray’s
account of his travels with
mystery man “Raoul”, trig-
gerl a storm of protest
fronifRay’s attorney that de-
laye{} the hearing time and
again.

Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio)
picked up on a theme cut
short Wednesday when Ray
‘was excused early from his
first day of testimony after
complaining of weariness he
said he suffered from mis-
treatment by prison officials.

Stokes assailed Ray’s state-
ment to the committee that
his unfound and never fully
identified - accomplice Raoul
had never handled the .30-06
rifle that later proved to be
the |peapon used to kill the
Revj|Martin Luther King Jr.

Ai ril 4, 1968.

Add Ray told the panel
that if he had killed King, his
fingerprints never would
have been found on the mur-
der weapon.

“Every Novice Knows”

“I would have wiped my
fingerprints off the rifie if I
knew it was going to be used
in a serious crime,” Ray said
in"his second day of testimo-
ny before theé Assassinations
Committee.” He insisted that
even as a petty criminal he
was too smart to leave his
prints behind.

I{) was suggested that he
did ljot have time to wipe his
prins off the rifle because he
wasijin a hurry to flee the
scene of the shooting.

“Usually you do that (re-

move the prints) beforehand
— before the crime,” ng
said. . “There are several
things you can use to prevent
your fingerprints from get-
ting on the rifle. Every novice
knows enough to keep your
fingerprints off a weapon if
it's going to be used for a se-
rious crime. .

“I used flesh colored Band-
Aids in the past,” he said.

Ray’s fingerprints were
found on the rifle when it

"was recovered near the

shooting scene. Ray contends
that he had given it the day
before to & man he knew oply
as Raoul.

Conflicting Stories

“When we think about the
fact that Raoul’s fingerprints
don't exist on that rifle at ail,
doesn’t that indicate that
Raoul doesn’t exist at all?”
Ray was asked.

“It doesn’t to me,” Ray -

replied. He said Raoul proba-
bly used Band-Aids or some
other method to keep his

- prints off the rifle.

Ray admitted earlier
Thursday that he had given
conflicting stories to House
investigators, but said these
“small errors” did not dispute
his denial that he shot King.

Under intensive question-
ing by Stokes, Ray said he
had told two stories about

-how Raoul inspected and

approved “the King murder
weapon when it was pur-
chased in Birmingham, Ala.,
several days before the klll-
ing.

Had a Problem

Ray told investigators in
Tennessee that. he returned
the first rifle to a sporting

,:’

goods store did bought: a'séc
ond one that

‘never approved the
one. :
“Where I had the probl

was that I thought I bad pul} -

chased the second rifle t
same «day as' the ﬁrst,”‘ ;
said.' “When 1 saw govert-
ment documients - that

bought the second rifle .the"

next day, I realized I had
‘made an‘error.” :

Ray testified earlfer he
drove. from Birmingham “to
Memphis, gave Raoul the ri-
fle the day before King was

-shot and after that never saw _

the gun again.

Much of the first hour of
Ray's testimony was taken
up by wrangling between his
attorney, Mark Lane, and
committee members over
procedural questions. At on
point Lane accused the com|

mittee of returning to thy}

“McCarthy era,” a referenc(
to the communist witchhuin
led by the late Sen. Joseph
McCarthy of Wisconsin. -
Chairman ‘Richardson

Preyer (D-N.C.); warning
against continued - interrup<

tions, told Lane he could be
ejected from the hearing
room.

Ray’s memory was. at-
‘tacked again and’ again. Why
had Raoul never been found?
Who could have seen them
together? Why couldn’t: Ray.
furnish more déscriptive ‘in-

- formation about Raoul, such-,‘
- as his real name? .-

Ray, struggling to co-
vince the committee that:

did not kill King; blames hf

poor memory and humman fi

"bles for disnrepancies ‘i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Raoul inspected. .
But in his initial’ testimony.
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Wuhlngton. D.C. —UPI—-
Jame& Earl Ray, who con-
fessed to Kkilling the Rev.
Martin Luther King a decade
ago, testified under oath
Wednesday that he was sev-
eral blocks away when the
civil rights leader was Slain
in Memphis on April 4, 1968.

“l did not shoot Marti
'Luther King Jr.,” Ray tol

e House. Assassinationyil

mmittee in his first publi

timony on the murder. Hi \

nial was expected. '

h began speaking about
8:30 a.m. CDT and finished
reading his 88 page prepared
statement about 90 minutes
later. His testimony was na-

tionally televised by Public’
Broadcas Service (Chan-’

nel 36 in Mijwaukee).

Speakifig rapxdly. Ray pre-
sented what he.termed “new-

ly discovered” FBI docu-

ments which he said suggest-
“ed that the King assassination
was a conspiracy between
the FBI and the Memphis po-

1

other interviews ov rithe

He said he was unaware of )
the King slaying until he. i
heard a radio report an hour .

"after the shooting. By that
time, said Ray, he was driv-
ing in Mississippi, just over

.the Tennessee border. The

radio report said police were

looking for a white Mustang

— the kind of car Ray was

.driving at the time.
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, Washiugt J
LAnd now the United Stafls
-Congress has offered its

"t0 a man with a'dozen names,

- loner and a bumbling drift- . ¢

‘er, a convicted drunk, thief,
"burglar, robber, forger, es-
: cape artist and killer.
"~ James Earl Ray has|
yearned for this day, a
chance to recant once again, |
this time’in the marbled
thagnificence of Capitol Hill,
-his confession ‘to the 1968
‘murder of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr.

‘Lights, camera, conspiracy. |
The Hobuse Assassinations
.Committee, its own credibili- |
ty in question for alle
leaks, unsupported allegay
‘tions and internal bickerin
‘was on the air at last with
Ray as its star witness.

1 . Mystery Man

It promised to be a field
Jik for the legions already:

.| James Earl Ray

:'oonvinced that Ray did not
act
lailns, that he acted not at
all Phut rather was set uf)to

taktl the rap by a mysfpry
named “Raoul.”

‘Ray, 50, has spent’ mosd of

‘is now serving a 99 year sen-

“Memphis and a 1 to 2 year
-gentence for his 54 hour es-
cape from Brushy Mountain
‘State Prison in Tennessee last
year.

-Months ago, Ray consented .|
“to a lie detector test setup
“Playboy magazine. The mi
azine reported that Ray li
according to the detect

‘when he said he did not ki
"King. Ray later denounced
.the test.

" Ray, who is-still pleading.
"for a new trial despite the g

Supreme Court’s refusal to
give him one, said, “I think

that all could be resolved [~
simply at some type of

-fai

healing or trial. Possibly the

corjinittee will be able to
ve it.”

" Would Be at 0dds

;. If the committee strikes a
new conclusion, it will be at
odds with an investigation
that involved 3,000 1
agents and 30,000 1ntervie
. Ray’'s fingerprints wejle
. found on the murder weapgh,
a .30-06 rifle, and he w

tracked down in London, liv- -’
/ing under a false: name, four |

‘months after the killing.

Ray later would claim he
‘handled’ the weapon . during
‘the course of what he
thought was a gun running

heme by the man nam

oul.” He says -he w

and that he fled because he
‘Wasa fugitive.

alone, or, as he now

hns adult life behind bars. He yu

‘tence for King’s murder in,

- During- his imprisonment,’

Ra has waged a pnvate ar

wlth prison officials, at t{fies

refusing to work, tos{fng

pinwanted food from his#ell
fid declining to appear be-

{bre a board that could grant
m better priviteges.

taken from his Tennessee cell
;and tirned over to federal
alithorities for the trip to
'{Washington. he allegedly
’}refusdd to be photographed
‘- gil episode, accorditig to'
his’ laWyer, Mark Lane, that
resulted in & hard blow to the
i head by federal authorities. .

. r . Doesn’t Mingle”

< In- tecent years, Ray has.
$pent much of his time writ-
legal briefs and writs. He'
ltays to himself and d 't
ngle,” said Charles Hpss,
istant corrections comghis-
-sioner: at the Tennessee Jkis-
“on. “He’s a very difficult per-
‘-son to get a lineon.’

!

170 pounds, has always
seemed a loner. He speaks
softly, acting by turns shy
‘and sure in prison interviews.
His once black hair is graying
now, accenting blue eyes.

- The éldest of nine children
and ‘the son of an alcoholic
father; Ray gave up school in’
the 10th- grade, drifted and
foined the Army. He was sta-
tlcmed in Germany, where he
wib sentenced to hard lgpor .
_nrunkenness‘ and evefku-
i discha_rged for “ingpt-'

r e adapted even mhore
.mﬂgrm clvilian life. Various

tivities, apparently beginni
h -a typewriter theft -

Ld} Angeles shortly after h
bi tharge, portray him

[H

! over the next 10 years. - - .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Even Monday, as he was .

“Ray,| 5 feet 10 mches‘ and |

accounts of his criminal ac-"

bling and nabbed for pel |
ty burglary and other crimes. |
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-that . was' the same type
that used o kill King.

% -4l

ﬁ ‘aysaiphelastsawth
! rijle the day before the assag}’

L8 \ation. He said he gave it to

- “Kaoul” - a mysterious fig-

ure with: whom Ray said he
had engaged in smuggling

activities in Mexico and Can- |

ada duringithe year before

the King Killing. Ray has |
claimed he was set up by |

Raoul. i

On the day before the |
shooting, Ray testified that |
he met Raoul at a bar near |

the Memphis rooming House.

“He then-took the rifle and
departed, and that was the
last I saw ofi the weapon,”
Ray said. . 1.

Ray said that on the day of
the shooting he went to & gas
su’&tlon to check a leaking tire

| the Mustang. He then

%ve back toward the room-

ing) house to find a police car
blockmg the street and peo-
ple running about.

Headed for New Orleans |

Apparently because he waj
a fugitive from prison, he
immediately started driving |
toward New Orleans, Ray
testified. “I heard over the
car radio that Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. had been shot
in Memphis,” he said.

Ray revegled for the first
time how “he financed his’
year out of jail — including a
$1,700 robbery in Canada,
and a smuggling operation
between Detroit and Wind-
sor, Ontario, which brought
in $1,500, a Mexican smug-
gling scheme, carried oy
with Raoul, that paid $2,0

ay originally pleadq
gufity to the murder in 1961

byt he almost immediately |
rdsanted that confession after |

receiving a 99 year;sentence.

" Deal Alleg
“He said Wedn, _'y
‘ his-first ‘lawyer, $e

convinced him to ppad guilty
because the press hyd already
| convicted him and had ‘told

'
!

“blacks would bu; down the |
town (Memphis)| if there |
were a trial. i !
Ray’s testimony p
!in the Rayburn Hojs
| Building before 12

‘heavy security p
federal marshals. wore a
‘checkered sportcog and a
striped tie and carri§ a brief-
case. 1
Rep Richardso Preyer
(D-N.C.), who is priiding at |,
the hearings, direcpd those |
in the room to remgn seated |
whenever Ray stoodand said |
: anyone who did not js
| ed and statlonamy th
i Ray (] appearaﬂce

vided by

adly beaten iy fe:
. {pals Monday: whe!
Il
f&ison. But Preyer fa
matter wa;. not be
committee’
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jay’s Guilt Denials]
1 ardly Persuaswe e

newspaper, city and state.)

James Earl Ray’s ramblmg plea of 1 fnriocence” ﬂns‘
week to the shooting of the-Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
on April.4;71968;" seems 1o strengthen-the- conclusion -
that Ray. was telling the truth when he pleaded gmlty in
1969 to murdering the civil rights activist.. .

Ray’s disjointed an&vague story-about a mystenons
man named. “Raoul,”> whom he had.met in a bar and to
whom he allegedly gave the rifle which was the murder
weapon, conflicts with the hard facts of the case..Ray
did purchase-the murder weapon, he did rent a room.
overlooking the Memphis motel balcony where King |
was shot and the nﬂe Was subsequently found in lus
belongings. = .~

ot

Ray, in testlmony this’ week before the House Assas-,
sitlations Comtmittee, again said his attorney talked him}
injo a false plea of guilty. But Ray’s efforts to recan A-12
og r the years have sounded morec}xke a shot in thy -
datk effort to capitalize on the public’s fascination wi E TINEL
the possibility that there was greater intrigue’ mvolved“ %&32& eg S‘%\T se
in the killing than-had reached thesurface... =~ ° et ’ °

~ The contmumg eontroversy over: whethe: ‘Lee’Hat-
- vey Oswald actuall murdered John F. Kennedy had set
: : n LTS 8/18/78

Date: Final

Edition:

This is not- o:rule out’ conspxracy mrthe King k1 ing:
Ray was the type of petty-crook:who. n‘ught have been"
used by others. Chances are that, if:a conspiracy were
involved, Ray was the ‘hired gun who did: merely what
he was paid to do... - : .
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(c) ew‘lotk'l'imu Service
Washington, D.C.— It was
a dramatic gituation’ in the.
House’s renewed investiga-
tion into the assassinations of
Président John F. Kennedy
and the Rev. Martin Luther
KingJr. .
ames Earl Ray, the con-
‘vilked killer of 'King, was
béhg brought into the tightly
gulkrded hearing room on
Capitol Hill as the star wit-

ness and would remain for‘

hours to testify.

Yet the man in charge of
the investigation, G. Robert
Blakey, a 42 year old Cornell
University law professor
who is chief counsel for the
Asgsassinations Committee,

‘ typicalllly quiet and out of

fe allowed an assistant to
maxke the introductory re-
marks leading up to Ray’s

(Mount Cllppmg in Space Below)

appearance: And wlule Ray .
testified and was later ques-

tioned by the committee

chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes

(D-Ohio), Blakey sat sphinx

‘like.

Reshaplng Probe _

But for the last year, h
has been thie key role in rg
shaping and rehabilitating
investigation that lapsed into
virtual chaos with noisy con-
flicts between his predeces-
sor, Richard A. Sprague, and
the previous committee
chairman, Rep. Henry Gonza-
lez (D-Tex.).

Far from being aloot from
the main business of the in-
vestigation, Blakey has in-
tense convictions on the sulj
ject. One of those conviction|
is that the investigatiol|
should not degenerate into 4

us because, as he says, “If -

~ 'easily be sensationai

A) native of Bowhngtoﬂ
N.C., Blakey still retains a
soft southern accent,

“He’s an absolutely oppo-

site personality to Dick

Sprague, who was a flamboy-
ant showman,” a member of
the committee says. “He's
totally a man from academe.”

Wgshington Experlence

Blakey got his liberal arts
and law degrees with high
honors at Notre Dame and
taught law there for several
years. Since 1973 he has.been
teaching law at Cornell,
where he heads the Cornell

fHis Washington experieng| .
injfudes a stint as a yo
lajpyer in the racketeeri
ection of the Justice Dep
ment when Kennedy was

presldent and Robert F

service a5 chief cou
fo;
on
dures from 1969 to.1973.. .

He also has been a frequent .

nal laws and proce)

‘| consultant on such matters as

electronic surveillance, legal-
ized gambling and crime con-

spiracies. He drafted the fed~

eral law on wiretapping.

Tough to Kﬁow Him
“It's very tough to get
close to Blakey,” one commit-

tee member said. “He is not "

looking -for something specs
tacular. But he wants to have
positive restlts and he’s both
meticulous and n-oto'ridusly

or helped- hlm, or we
know but believe the fo
ing legislation is needed , ;32

Blakey gets $47,500:a yeat
and has the suppon,'t of 90
member staff. "

His leave of absenqe, from:
Cornell expires in Decembety:
at which time he confidently

the’ inv,estigaﬁbéﬁto

nedy was -attorney gener‘
? Senate subcommmittel}

v
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Documents
From Panel

UPI and AP

Washington, D.C. — JTames

Earl' Ray's lawyer  accused
the chairman of the House
Assassinations Commityee

Friday of deliberately distdkt- . .

ing evidence to paint a falge,
headline grabbmg plcture pt

v's attorney, Mark Lane, -

ay also accused the
committee of refusing to pro-
vide Ray with notes he had

The assassination‘ panel’s
chief counsel prefers to avoid '

the limelight; story on Page .
13, Accent.

made in the past, including
material given to author Wil-
liam Bradford Huie, and Ray
threatened briefly to refuse

further testimony if he could

not see the documents.

. Ray’s threat prompted an-,
other delay in the hearings
whlle committee membe

ht to see whether
ents. including copi
y’s handwritten not
t

lus travels, could |
produced i

The committee agreed to
make  documents containing
200,000 words of evidence
available to Ray before the
day was out.

In a bitter opening ex-
change, Lane said Rep. Louis
Stokes (D-Ohio), the commit-
tee chairman, ignored the
dates on a newspaper story
ang) on a “postal addres
challge form to make it a
peai| Rayleft Los Angeles f
Atlljnta after seeing ne
reports that Klng was gol
east. g

\i'his was a deliberate ef- |

1 believe, to déeteive
rican people,” Lane

! third day of questioning Rayl,
Stokes accused Ray Thurs-
day of going to Atlanta after
news reports appeared in Los
" Angeles saying King was
going east. The committee
introduced a newspaper clip-
ping to support that point. |
But Lane said the newspa-
per account was dated March
16, 1968 — the day after Ray
file} a postal address changg
forj] giving Atlanta as a fc
walling .address —  ratl
thal before Ray’s decision
go to Atlanta, as Stokes

suq ested. Stokes refused
conjment on the accusation;
but{the committee acknowlj)
edgéd the conflicting_ date
for the official record.

It wasn't Ray’s day Thurs-
day as the Assassinations
Committee moved to the end
of its first week of public
hearings on findings that
have consumed two years of

'investigations costing more

than $4 million in public
funds.

If Ray has a friend on the
committee, he hasn’t spoken

" up.

From the start, the com-

mittee’s handling of Ray has

been hostile. No member will
say so, but the committee’s
" purpose appears intended to
make a persuasive case for
the American people that he
alone was the culprit.

at is strange in light o‘

* the|fommittee’s history.

was created beca\ﬂ
members of the Hot

' felththe full truth was no

known: and the two most in=

y sio

stigated murders in history
ing s afid Johti F. Kenne-
‘ gerved re-inves‘l"‘_

ularly wanted an- investigd)
tion. The Kennedy 'murder”
had been examined b); e
Warren Commission " but-.
there was no cemparable

" | public body to examine the

King investigation and to see -
whether the FBI had per-
formed adequately. -

Byt it appears the con:

§ to accept the FBI veri}
t events in- Memphis o
April 4, 1968,
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(Mounf Cllppmg in Space Below)

n, D.C. — am Eart Ray told a Sco an .
Yard iaspector before his return to the United States m ;
1968 that he killed the Rev:
expected it would make hi

" I_ane:' who oountered byk announcmg dramatlcallyr he 4
has evidence Ray’s accuser ‘was-*“dismissed in dlsgrace"

" from the British police force- on.charges of per;ury,' .
bery and other cmnes. HES
AT e ke ..,,a

In:a heated- exchange. actmg commlttee’ Chalrman
Richardson: Preyer (D-N. .C.):did not contradict: Lane’s
charge but merely said the panel was not attestmg to-.
Vthe truth ot falsity of the. pohceman s statemeut.mun.MJ

“The’ yanel “then dxsmlssed Ray as a witness. until No-.
: "»ember- sticking to its planned three day schedule for’
- his- jbtroductory testimony and postponing until laf
" autuma funher questlomng on the pohce guard s alleg‘ -
- nons_ s ALl een . .,‘~ e e .(‘
. The damagmg clmm of Ray’s alleged confessxon wi
aunbuted to retired: British. police officer::Alexand
Antbony Eist and was read aloud by Rep. Samuel De
- vine (R-Ohm). R .

Devine auoted Eist'as saying - hevwas ‘Ray’s” ne'arly
constant guard dnnng the-weeks of his imprisonment- m
ondon, an_d thus became somethmg of a fnend of th

/lwl

Eist, now a pubkeeper was asked‘by the- commlttee. :
nvestigators on Aug. 4 whether he_ recalled Ray ‘actual?
lv admnttmg “the kxlhng: of: ng, or,. mstead merelx ol 1 -HQ-44-38861

@-MI-—44-—588
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Cont}nue& From Page 1

‘lacknowledged’ a_-connectio
i} with the murder .weapon..

l:j

) “Oh, no, no;. no,” Eist e
-~ plied. “Dunng-theucourse of:

" .
J get them to goon TV and eve
he could write books.”

plained his only mistake was:

§

the;conversation,.he definite-3& 7

ly, 'he- didn’t- actuaily .come

" - out: with;it, but:it was therexf.fgdence that-would not be

" in the conversation that he’ oy

[REE R

e

+, done it ;g4

At another poinr Eist saxd »
T
| the shooting (on:April- 4/f<

| “He was telling. me that afte

1968), when he left this plac

* he panicked- and ‘threw. thes¥
. gunaway ..... ['mean there»&L
. -isn’t any doubt from the con=

:f, . versation that he told me thats

. he was admitting. to me- that:
X

he had done the murder »

Asked if" Ray expressed
hatred of blacks:,— : some:
thing Ray has long denied..

s

:° 1y mad about -publicity.

Eist said, “There wasn't any:

zenough t0 get him on a mur.

,stzite or.wherever this shoot4}
.-ing occurred would be able t
pin-on him was a conspirac

.1y prove that he fired the gung:
2:because .according to hi

Znobody saw- hxm.” Elst s* v e

Ystatement sald o

2 . After the' entlre mteme 4
wasr read into.the commit)
tee’s record, Ray was: aske(
10" respond. -He said- simply%,

R “That 1s probably the most

doubt at all. He just”hated™{

_ black people. I fact, he said:
. he was trying to go to Afnca
“to try to-shoot some more,”;
when he was arrested- at,’
~London’s airport. on June 55
1968. . " >""‘L;.“Lq

“He was tellmg me,” Ei
went on- in:_thee interviewf:
“that for him to-have shot‘d

e e

¥ "black man of ‘note in certains
" parts of America would make:

. him-into a national .hero’
.~ anyway. He seemed absoluteoj

really wanted xt.

would make 3250,000-'?4t
$500,000 for the killing ‘be}]
cause ‘“he would have ‘nq;
shortage of friends, no short¥
age of fund ralsers He would’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.

‘Jagainst me ... . It is false)

Eist also said Ray com-i X2y then charged that the,

510 -leave behind the murder’;

i e _zEngland who denounced.Eist -
The only thmg that th &% as corrupt and called him.“a-4 ;

" lice force.” Lane said his Brit-3f|
-because they couldn’t actualq}.

% unlawful conduct

PAGE TWO

Q-44-38861
MI-44-388
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: dfamaging statement, made? 1

dence that the panel “intends -,
o

’rew”«
urned to Ray s side.about,
-that time and said he had 1ust‘f
‘placed a call to a barrister i m@

_disgrace to the England po-

sh
.ish contdct told. him Eist had )
;been: forced off ‘the job ' for;

B -.J-..,_...,; a»-«m A
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

" Los Angeles Times, AP A

4]  Washington, D.C..— In a bizarre seri
of events, the House Assassinatio
Committee presented sworn testimo
Friday by a former British policem

that James Earl Ray had bragged about

killing the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

The policeman, Alexander Anthony
Eist, who guarded Ray in June, 1968, did!

not testify in person. Instead, Rep. Samu
" el L. Devine (R-Ohio) read aloud the 2

page transcript of an interview that Eist)
{ gave under oath to committee staff |
*. members two weeks ago.
©In another curious twist, Coy Dean
* . Cowden, a former mental patient who
"% once claimed that he could give Ray an
. airtight alibi by proving Ray was several
. blocks away from the murder scene at
" the time King was shot, admitted to the
cominittee that he had fabricated the
whole story. Cowden testified that he

| was more than 400 miles from Memph

at the time he said that he saw Ray in a

service station at the moment of the kill-
ing. .

Eist, in the interview tape recorded
Aug. 4 at the Greenman’s Pub that he
owns near Cambridge, said Ray ex-
pressed a hatred of blacks and that, “For
him to have shot a black man of note in
certain parts of America would make
him-into a national hero.” :

 Eist, who said he was‘assigned to.}

guard Ray day and night after Ray’s ar-

rest at the London airport June 8, said

Ray admitted killing King during the

course of long, rambling conversations..

gg said Ray “was quite proud” of the
me. '

' Ray, who pleaded guilty to the April 4,

d Eist’s assertion was “probably th
ost damaging statement that has bee
Turn to Slavirz. paxe 2. col 4

- 3 8, murder of the civil rights leader,]

adé against me.” But Ra

isisted, “It is faise.” |

Mark Lane, the assassinafy
on theorist who is acting a
Ray’s attorney, ducked outpf
the committee room while
Devine was reading the Eist
statement. When he returned,

ane said he had been i
ormed by telephone by
1london lawyer whom he dif
lot name that Eist was fire||
tom .Scotland Yard “in dis-
grace.”

trial for taking bribes and for
involvement in jewel robber-

! jes,” Lane said. “On numer-
. ous occasions when he testi-
“fied in court, he fabricated
testimony.

Committee members did-

ot dispute Lane’s version o
the events. One member cO
beded, during a break in thy

roceedings that the panel'ls
Xtaff was “aware of allega-
tions against Eist.”

Yard in 1976 with the rank of
detective chief inspector, a
- Yard spokesman in London
said Friday.
n He was charged in Julj
i"1976, with two counts I}

}onspiracy in connectiof
ith jewel robberies an

the course of justice,” the
spokesman said, but was
found not guilty of both
charges when tried earlier
_this year. -

Shortly after the Eis{ state

1 ment was presented, th

il committee postponed furthe
I|jtestimony by Ray until’ Nod;

“He has been placed on

Eist retired from Scotland‘

with conspiracy to “‘pervert

Ex-Policeman Implicates
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

: UPL, Washington Star _
Washington, D.C. — James Earl Ray was
back behind bars Saturday and, barring a
miracle when his congressional. “trial” re-
sumes in November, appears destined to
serve his full 99 year sentence for killin
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. :
Two surprise developments Friday in
Ray’s testimony before the House Assassi-

Ray’s claim of innocence — a retired British
killing King shortly after his arrest in Lon-
don in 1968, and another witness’ adhission
thit his support of Ray’s alibi was fabricat-

y’s'attorney, Mark Lane, said ch9 offi-
had been charged with corruption and

NEWS IN BRIEF .|

i
1
!
l
|
|

4 | DiScredited Ray Back in Prison =

nations Committee dealt severe blows to-

policeman’s statement that Ray boasted of -

fired in disgrace. Scotland Yard later said.

the officer; Alexander Anthony Eist, was .
found innocent of corruption in @ trial ear-
“lier this year. . o o '
In the other development, & witness who -
Rﬂy claimed could corroborate his alibi tess.
tified that he “totally fabricated” the story- -
that he saw Ray in a Memphis gas station at,
‘the time King was assassinated in Memphis.
" Coy Dean Cowden, 43, told the committee
he was living over 400 miles away in Beau- .
mont, Tex., and that he made up the alibi -
story to help a friend he met in the psychiat-".
ric ward of a Memphis ‘veterans hospital _
“make a million” peddling it to newspapers, . .
authors and the movies,» =~~~ ",

* When Ray reappears before the c’omuﬁte
tee in November, questioning is expected to ||
focus on vtvl:lai‘ther he was part of a conspira- |}
cy rather than a lone killer. hd

Q-MI-44-388

1-MI- 88-712

MI only
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q «-PEFROS, Tenn. -~ After 4
J Earl Ray, I have

LuthertKing -Jr.,. and ¥ am |
e did, he did not act alone. 2

(240 LT

‘kill King; (2) There was &
conspiracy ‘invelved; (3) He
¢ felt the- answers would be;
*found-in FBI files. Without
s jndging:; the “truth -of - these:
«3statements, they. did seem
-‘Slibstantial enough.to pursue
dnd too lmportantto ignores. -

Lawson, who was leadmg the.
garbage workers! -strike- and’
“invited King toMemphis, met

with James Earl Ray and his
attorney, Mark Lane. -~~~ .

WHYSDO! 1 have sucl !
oubt’ &\x:‘! .

LA TR SR L i bl

1: The- govemment -ha
Jpent considerable ti

Dainting Ray as emotionally |

-unstable and a racist, with a
compulsion to kill King, as

ing..on - television... It-h
kince been discovered " tha

the area he-was confined-ty
“in the Mlssoun Penltenth;y.

lf’R‘ay,ls Gunty

tlitee/hour meeting: wit}

-absolutely convinced that if,

On: Jnly "l Ray ‘wrote td ;
melndl’eaung. (1) He did ‘nof -

5. on Aug. IOf‘I* ‘al ng
\ .hh Dr. Alvin.Toussaiht,

g
old him: that” he: was ln :

.'come. out -of. the..flop. hous

evidenced by his ranting and ,' A
raving: when he “would- see | ... 5.

here were no televisions-it .

" Dr.: 7;I'ou§saxnt‘s"j§Ssessmem .
as that Ray appeared to bel-
_sane, - rational and sober

y is no more orno less rac?

ay killed the Rev.: Martins cans and that he is vxrtuallj;g

|
apolltlcal. a7 i ,

2 Grace Walden, the ey
itness who-~saw., the . manj;
-vho” ran out- of - the - roor}>
“fherei the shot was fired):
‘Jefused to. identify- Ray. She
~was put in 2 mental institu-
tion for '10-years. The - first:
twp. hours of ‘news reports
indicated that the killer was a”
short, stocky man in his late’
| 50s,.~'weanng a huntmg Jack-i

R: ’my knowledge. has neve,

“surfaced - before. - He . claims
that, a-William ‘Barry, a po-
liceman with. thetactical
squad of the Memphis police,
was+in the. ﬁrehouse when
the shot ~was-fired.

Lty RS 7—("'"‘4{“"’ oy

RAY:CLAIMS that’ Bam

.and escape in the white Mus-
“tang,.if, that is what had oc-

~l ure from his attorney, Perc)
orman, who indicated tha
Ray's father (who had been

._tugmve from the law for

4 Ay T

LA

‘hinless- he: pleaded guilty.
erson. My assessment is that .

3 saytha 24

| King: under' electronic or".

1 hours a day, with no fewer”

"by: the FBI have not proven: J

:He Had Helpin KngI

eaﬁ) and his brother would,’
e picked up and incarcerated|

, he argued,.it was.thefl

nly way he could save Ray'#s
life. Though he confessed to -

the killing, when asked point--;

blank by the judge if he had
acted alone he said,. "I dldn’t

4 Rays motlve was low
He was.a narcotics hustler:
and gunrunner who commit-
ted crimes for pay. He had no
record of violent crime.”’ [

{ 5. The FBI's motive was’
‘high. A Senate committee
umented that the FBI had ’

physical surveillance 24"

than seven.agents, and some-
times as many as 25, from the ..
time he won the Nobel Peace

Prize in.1964 until: approxi-+
mately one hour before .the: |
agsassination, when they

were pulledoff.. - 4.5 %nme

‘6. Scientific .examlnations

‘that thebullet in King’s'body:
.vfas. fired . from. the rlflewn
tije scene. t,ma% T e

1 AM ‘NOT argumg that
ames Earl Ray.did not kill
King. I am NOT passing judg-"
ment on his guilt:or innoc- .
ence.:But I am-arguing that
*we- should not.-be. deceived
inta accepting a $2 hustler as
a tradeoff for a prophet of .

infinite worth. ;

:-Ray’s motive may be to ger.

out of jail. Qur- motive ought;

0 be to find out the truth,

d the only way I know of

0 make that happen is to get
ayln court, ;i

v:a SR 7;5—- 3 l
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itness ,Ahg}eréd :
haracter Attac

said Saturday he ¢
upset” about the attack on
his character and reliability
'ds a witness before the House
Assassinations Committee.

. Mark Lane, attorney for
ames Earl Ray, made thfy

{4ay’s hearing before a nation|;

television audience and cit))
¢éd an unidentified British
barrister as the source of his
information about Eist. Lane
said Eist was corrupt, that he

took part in jewel robberies

throughout England and that

he invented oral confessions.
Eist, who was assigned t

lRay told him he had kille }
e Rev. Martin Luther King

1-MI-44-388
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I ‘genetal alleges sunilar FBI

andpolitical- actions during

_ thé civil rights movement n
~ Alabama.

- Pulitzer Prize wmning
porter Les Payne has re-

aled the strange actions by -

emphis public safety direc-

r, Frank Holloman, in. re-

- Mhoving a black police officer
. in _.charge of security for
' King, Ed Redditt, just two
hours before his assassina-
tion. Holloman spent 25 years
working for the FBI (eight
years as inspector-in-charge
‘of J. Edgar Hoover’s personal
officg) pnor to his Memphis
b.

King had been under con-
stant electronic and physical

- surveillance from the time'he
w~received the Nobel Peace
JPrize in 1964 until approxi-
iImately one hour before his

g death by as many as 25 and.

never fewer. than seven

* agents. ‘According to Mem-
phis newspaper sources, the
FBI took over the investiga-
tion within one hour after the
assassination and refused to
talk to anyone.

3. The FBI is implicated’

because of actions not taken
by them. Their investlgatxon
cked thoroughness. I was
nding in:the parking lot
low the balcony talking
ith King when the shot was
fired, yet the FBI has never
interviewed me. Interviewing

eyewitnesses is normally a

routine matter. Rev. Ralph
Abernathy, who was also
present, has said that he has

never been interviewed ei- "

a right-wing connection and -

-to kill King, Atty. Gen. Grif-

ther. If the FBI overlooked'
routine - investigative "proce- -
dures, whnt ‘else did it over- ‘
look? .. e .

ARTHUR MURTAGH.
former «FBI agent and ‘one
who participated in the invess
tigation, - has  indicated "that])}

s superiors — both in At
lanta and in Washington, —{
washed out leads suggesting™

never even looked tor acon- |
spiracy. )

When the memo surfaced |
from the St. Louis FBI bureau
in regard to the Byers matter
and the alleged $50,000 offer
by two St. Louis businessmen

fin Bell said that there may -
be other such memos yet un-
discovered with past FBI
positions stating conclusively
that there was no conspiracy ]
and the FBI played no role in '’
King’s death. How can one |
draw conclusions with cer- L
tainty and yet say all the evi-

dence may not be in? .

If we knew .as much about
another organization (e.g. the
Minutemen) as we know
about the FBI in relation to -

- King, it would be difficolt,

even irresistible, for reasona- -
ble people NOT to conclude |
that ‘the FBI was involved. |
We know it engaged iit char~ |
acter assassination. It is the .|
task of the HSCA to establish - |
whether the FBI went further

_national interest ‘that w

kiow the answer. - i
Universal Press Syndicata -
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E By JESSE L. JACKSON

: :I‘HE HOUSE Select Com-
ttee on Assassinations
A), through its public
earings, circumstantially
tghvinced us that James Earl
y- 'was the-actual assassin
ofi'the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. Too many of us,
hcrwever, are willing to settle
 the ‘“‘one crazy man”
ory. in King’'s death.:
Mbéunting evidence contindes
to;point to a conspiracy, and

“cigcumstantial evidence sug-

that the government

gests
itself, especially the FBI,’ s

déeply imphcated

. bWhat suggests the FBEFwas.
[w olved? 1. The FBi!;had ght
JJreatest motive, Hoovér’'s
personal hatred of blacks, but
especially- King,"is well-
known and publicly docu-
mented. Others: in authonty
atithe FBI and many in the
ranks share his views, took
his lead and carried out his
wlshes with great zeal.

T, The backgrouind of James
Eprl Ray, a professional sub-

.culture criminal, tends to lead -
.ne to believe that he would
~do anything for money, rath-

g b

-t than engaging in criminal

agtivity for a cause — racial
ideological, Hoover, on the
er hand, wrote memos
directing the FBI to “disrupt,

sefedxt or otherwise de-
stroy “the black movement”

‘A and “to neutralize black lead-
.-€rShip and prevent the rise of -

% a black megsiah.”

. Samcé £,

'The FBI is 1mplicated in

James t.o.r\

(Mounf C||pp|ng in Spoce Below)

el i, D

JESSE L. JACKSON

#King's death because of ac-
tions taken by it." Hoover
. didn't just have certain feel-
ings and attitudes or-say
things and write memos. He
also_acted on those feelings. -
His documented illegal activi-.
ties are even greater than the
contempt for the -law dis-
played by former Presxdent
Richard Nixon."

THE FBI USED the same
and similar surveillance and

disruptive techniques against -

King that it used against So-

viet agents. The FBI spent’

more.of the taxpayers’ mon-
¢y ‘violating the constitutional
rights of King than it did any
other American citizen in the
“history of this country. .

- Wiretaps were placed in
_his home and ‘offices and in
the homes and officés of asso-
ciates and friénds, as well as

it “hotel and motel rooms,

while he traveled. Attempts -
were made by the FBI to. dis-
credit hfm ‘with churches,

. 44-38§
\\—

:San LN {q\r\ u%

]
17 e sph
44-35%
MI ONLY

* politicians, unions and finati-"

- cial supporters. The FBI at<

tempted to - manipulate the

press by leaking alleges

- damaging “information abot

King, cultivated reporte

‘writing -negative articl

about him aniattempted A
prevent -pésitive -articles’

" about, him "(and others by

him) from appeanng

When King received” the
Nobel Peace Prize, the FBI
tried to both sabetage recep-
tions given by forelgn heads
of state and undermine ;

huge banquet and speci

“day” held in his honor. K
attempted to use.Cardin;
_Spellman to prevent Kin
from. having an audien
with the ‘pope. ‘The FBI
sought to influence universi-
ties to- withhold honorary
degrees from King. It also
attempted to use the Intefnal

Revenue Service against hif.

and his' organization, They
.even sought to destroy ng s-
marriage. . :

Even two yeats aftet»

King's death, Hoover and the

~FBI continued to attempt to’

smear and discredit his ac-
- complishments, honors, char-
acter and integrity, and to
undermine Mrs. King's ef-
fortstoperpetuate his Jegacfy

' THE AMERICAN. Ci
leerties Union revealed
and right-wing political
jusion which resulted in vio--
.lence ‘against the “Freedom”
_Riders” of the 1960s, and ‘the
present Alabama attorney
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-~. Common. Cause, a private
watchdog group, said a study
-shows that the NEA, the larg-:
est teacher organization with
1,750,000 members, contribu-
ted $620,556 to the 1974 and
1976 campaigns of 237 cur-~
rent members of the House.

el

Common Cause said a top’
legislative priority of -the
NEA, the Department of Edu-
cation Organization Act,. is’
expected to be considered
soon on the House floor..

P .

The bill would establish a !
cabinet level Department of
Education that apparently
would  be more favorable to
teachers’ programs_than- is
the current Health, Education
and Welfare Department.

ProR PSR

. An NEA spokesman @ said
there was “nothing’ at all™
wrong with its contributions.
“Our membership has sup,-;1
ported candidates basically |
friendly to NEA, and 'money |
has been based upon the fact

they. supported NEA issues,”

hesaid . .. ..
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Abematby '
tp Seek Ne
y Trial

Petros, Tenn, —AP— T'he
Rev. Ralph David Abernathy,
convinced that a conspiracy”
was behind the slaying of the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
. says he will work for a new
“trial for the man convicted as
the civil rights leader’s lone
! assassin.

Abernathy, who met and
questioned convicted assassin’

Ralph David Abernathy

James Earl Ray for five hours
Tuesday, said he would form
a national committee of cler-
gymen and civil rights lead-

ers to. mvestigate ngs

death.
“I am thoroughly co
ced that James Earl
not do this alone, if
s involved with it at all,”
rnathy said. “I really do

‘not feel, after my discussion,

that he knew he was cooper-

| ating in a conspiracy.”

It was the first meeting
between Abernathy, who
succeeded King as head of the
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, and Ray,
who pleaded guilty to King’s
shooting death in 1969, but
has since said the plea was
coerced by officials, the FBI
and his former attorney.

In Augus}, the Rev. Jesse

{hed killed King. He said Jje

was convinced that if
did, he did not-act alone.
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ay No Ploter '

Petros, Tenn. = AP — The , Abernathy refiised to spec-
‘Rev. Ralph Abernathy visited ify what the questions or the'
James Earl Ray Tuesday and answers were, but he said he
said that while he believed believed new evidence “that
there was a conspiracy ‘to Ray’s attorney, Mark Lane, is
murder Martin Luther King said to have uncovered would

-with Ray for the first time,

Jr., Ray had no conscious role
in any assassination plot. \
-Abernathy, who succeeded
King as head of the Southern
(Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, came to Brushy Moun-
tain Penitentiary to meet

F‘I am thoroughly con-
hced that James Earl Ray
‘not do this alone, if he
involved with it at all,”

Abernathy said. “I really do

not feel, after my discussion

cooperating in a conspiracy.” -
Abernathy said Ray’s ane
Swers to about 200 questions
asked Tuesday “convinc_e

today, that he knew he was l,inamez: of three individ

;'esul!; inanew trial, -

* After Ray's marriage last
Friday to a Knoxville artist,.
Lane said he had uncovered

) weeks linking King’s slaying
) to an organized group. Lane

-evidence in the past two
%S&ld high government -

¢ials had helped keep the §\ -
formationsecret. .~ |}

Lane refused again Tues-
day to name the group but.
said ‘he now knows phe

wo alive and one dead, W ho
pated .in- the allefpd

he more than ever that
/a8 a conspiracy that ‘
. .e\life of Dr. Martin Luth

Ray, now 50, pleaded
guilty to killing King in 1968

in' exchange for a 99 year

prison sentence rather than
the death penalty. He'la
rfcanted, saying he w

ced into making the piq} :

. Memphis authorities, i

.and his- lawyer at the .

‘time, Pergy Foreman. .
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}

ames Earl Ray, convig

d assassin of ‘Mart}

Luther King Jr., was ar-
rested Tuesday in St..
Louis, police said. Ray,
45, was booked for suspi-
cion of burglary and as-
sault with intent to kill. In
another development, the
House-Assassinations
,,(iommittee sought a coug

hrder to question Jo

-
.}\[iohn Ray, brother

ay about a possible fan
lfy conspiracy to kill Ki
in : " AP
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l_Klng Probe |

. APand UPI R

Washington, D.C..— For-
'mer Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark
.says a “quality of racism” in
‘the:late FBI Director J. Edgar
{Hoaver’s attitude toward the
*Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
‘did not stop ‘the bureau from
=carrymg ‘out“a vigofous and
thorough investigation into
King's assassination iri April,
,1968. )
¢ Clark testified Tuesday
%hat he kept the Justice De-

rtment from taking an ac-
tive role in the investigation
f the assassination because

‘with Hoover. .

¥ But he told the, House As—

Snssinations Committee that,

e| en a decade after the King
sassinatxon. nothing !

m to believe that a tnar _

H

1 assassin, might have been

".g

Ramsey Clark :

thorough investigation would
have resulted from the day to
day participation of Justice
Department attorneys. :
“And it probably wo
jave been worse in terms {{
ready strained relationsi|"
e said, referring to his wid
Iy publicized dxfferences w:th
‘Hoover. i

' part of “a Ray family con-

i= orinal investigation thiet

‘e feared worsening relationa . would indicate a conspira{ Y_

Responds to Critlcfnn .
" Clark responded to ¢

{hisms in a 106 page comuff

e staff report that the Jifls-
lce Department did not We-

—_ if one in fact existed.

The committee has 1ndxcat-
ed that it has uncovered new
signs of a conspiracyfin;
King’s murder in Memphis,
Tenn., on April 4, 1968.

This has centered on the.

' possibility that one or both of.

the .two brothers of -Jamed
Earl Ray, who is serving &
life sentence as King's sole’.

by the Ray brothers. He
he had seen no reason slnce

- then to change his mind.

John Larry Ray, one.of thé ‘

" brothers, was arrested on

assault and burglary charges |

' Monday in St. Louis. Federal |

| ' authorities were expected. to-

) R conspiracy to kill King.

r
1
¥

. major policy lssues

. ‘'ments, he’ had stayed on
- job too long.” '

. saying that while

bring him to Washington to-
testify. L

The other brother, Jerry:
Ray, said in Marietta, Ga.,
Tuesday that there was no.

Publicly Cordial
The committee was look-.
ing into suggestions that.
James Earl Ray might havg
#hirdered. King to collect ~
rported $50,000 reward.

i|Clark. candidly discussed
his differences with Hoover,
the: two;
were publicly cordial” they'.:
were profpundly at odds oVer

Also, Glark said, *1. think
he undérstood my- “beltef that’
whatever: his ‘past. achievef'f

ommittee Chairman Louis
kes (D-Ohio) said this diff
ke might have been carri
er into an “illegal and ui
nstitutional” FBI campai

to dxscredxt King.
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John Ray testified Friday:in Washington. .
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Commlttqe End

Finds No!Proof of

AP and UPL "A final report will cover
Washington, P.C;-— After the King -assassination and*
a two year investigation, the the shooting of President®
House Assassinations .Com- = John F. Kennedy, whose slay-;
mittee’ found strong su“gges- ing was also investigated by
tions of a conspiracy in the the committee. The report is
death of civil rights leader expected next year.
Martin Luther King Jr; but .
no clear_ proof anyone other_
than James Earl Ray was
involved. )

The "panel completed a
month of public hearings on -
the assassipation Friday and .

. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio),

» mlttee chairman, said he
bgfieved the inquiry tound
“the outline of a conspiracy.”

“he said, ‘T'm not sure we .
proved: conciuswely ‘that
there was a conspiracy.”

. Final Report .

The next “step calls for
committee members to reach part1c1pant in a'conspiracy.

detailed conclusions on the .. The committee spent time

investigation in: which the - Fnday asking. John Ray

staff of 31 attorneys: and,inw about bank -robberies in

James Earl Ray’s brothers, |
John and Jerry, played some

jhotel.
James Earl Ray is serving a
9 year prison term for the
Builty to the killing in 1969,

shortly thereafter and now

vestigators conducted . 2,687 “which he allegedly partici- -

workdays making 572 trips .
(| 874 locations in this" ‘coun;
&1y and abroad, “conducting
86 interviews, issuing- 260o
subpenas- and granting im-;
munity to 72 witnesses. Esti-
mated cost so far: §5 million. .

“pated but never asked him
“directly if he "had a role in th
assassinatlon ' 4
Would Deny It f
Ray’s lawyer, James

. Committee counsel G.:
Rohert Blakey has said it is®
likely that one or both of

part in planning or carrying .
out King's assassination on :
pril 4, 1968, at a Memphis *-

-Aspassination.-He pleaded
but recanted in a confession

s e Was, an unwitting . ger. King should have been

- US marshals after-his arrgst

- Lesar, said Ray would have j Lasar’ claimed John

L onsplrac

denied any mvolvement if
asked.”

At the time of the King
killing, John Ray managed
the Grépevine, a St. Louis bar
| that committee 1nvest1gators

: say ‘was frequented by two

right-wing St. Louis busi-
nessmen, now deceased, who
circulated an offer of $50 000
for anyone who-would kitt
the ciyil rights leader.,

Jolin Ray said he never
heard any such discussxons in
the bar.

Atdne point, a commlttee
attorhey quoterd; excerpts
from*a letter John Ray”

id_to have wiitten ai

illiam Bradfo?ﬁn?ﬂme, jn-
cludmg this " commdht:
“What’s all the excitement
about? He only killed a hig-

killed:10 years ago.” -
Asked whether he still felt

: that way, Ray rephed “Trd
“say no. .

. I was'living in a
racial nelghborhood. ...Igot

“drunk. It's possible I -made
. that statement.”

Ray was in the custody of

dered into a house by.

- take.”

MI ONLY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A2

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
MILWAUKEE,WISCONSIN

Date: 12/2/78
Edition: LATEST
Author:

Editor:

Title:

Character:
or

Classification: 4‘4—5 88 ‘
Submitting Office: MILWAUKEE

{__] Being Investigated

Y- JF9-5vy

SEARCHED

SERIALIZ® n..‘m@ e
LBEC 2 1979
rm-mu.vmuKEE

——

FBl1/DOJ




FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Panel Fail
Show Plot
In King Death

‘Washington, D.C. — AP —
The House Assassinations
Committee completed. its
public inquiry ‘into the death
of the ‘Rev. Martin: Luther
King Jr. Friday without ex-
posing a clear conspiracy in
the assassination of the civil
rights leader.

“The evidence tends to
paint the outlines of a con-
spiracy,” Rep. Louis Stokes
(D-Ohio), the committee’s
chairman, said at the end of
the final publlc hearing. But
he added i’ an interview:

“I'mnot suré, given the pas-

sagg¢jof time, that we prov
confjusively that there was
conjpiracy.”

King was killed in Me
phis, Tenn., on April 4, 1968.
James Earl Ray pleaded
guilty to the assassination a
year later but later recanted
his confession and said he

was framed.
While not reachmg any

final conclusions about its
two year inquiry, the com-
mittee has said the evidence
points to some involvement
by Ray’s brothers, Jerry and

John. But they denied. any

involvement. .
John Ray denied Friday

playing any role in a bank
robbery the committee be-

lieves financed the flight, of

Japes Earl Ray after th
salsination. |
Ehe committee has saif/a
e Ray brothers pro

y
robbed a bank in Alton, Iii,
of $27,000 on July 13, 1967.
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‘last minute gtoustical study'

“spiracy behind-the’ Kennedy'

sdid a Dallas. police tape’
recording -of ‘the . noises -in

the: so—ca]led grassy knoll.

WashlngtonPostSe:vlce ;
- 'Washington, 'D.C > 'l’he.._

_House -~ Assassiniatiofis _
‘mittee will announcé its- ver- _

dicts on the-murders:of Presi-
dent John F; Kennedy and the

' Rev. Martin Luther, King Jr.:

on Jan. 3, the day its congres-
sional mandat&expires,
Chairmhan-Louis “Stokes (-,
Ohio) said--Friday. The evi-
fence will not be'made publ i
til later. how;ver. ' i

for the comfiittee,leaked by
one of the ‘committee mem-.
bers, that pomted to a con-

assassinatmn
The committee’s experts

Dealey Plaza when Kennedy
was Kkilled picked up a fourth
shot, fired from the area of

t a“short meetmg ﬂ{r;lday
Hfe committee decided t
1d a public hearing on thej

: w evndence next Friday. =
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/.. The Memory and the Dream

As America notes on Monday what would have
been the 50th birthday of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., there may be a tendency to think of might-
have-beens. The pull of that idea should be resisted.

True, there is the memory of the terrible April day
when Evil and Hatred muttered, as had Joseph's
brothers of old: “Behold this dreamer cometh. Come
now therefore, and let us slay him ... and we shall
see what shall become of his dreams.”

However, to linger on that moment or on the
promise thwarted by the assassin’s bullet would be
to give victory to the notion that to murder a man is
to kill a dream. That idea, as Adlai Stevenson said, is
a common heresy whose grave is to be found all over
the world. Let us remember life, not death, and re-
call the ideals to which King’s life was committed.

We will honor King’s memory and his dream if we
recall his unshakable conviction that peace — ainong
n:fions and within nations — requires not just the
absence of conflict but the presence of justice.

‘We will honor King’s memory and his dream if we
remember that there are millions of our people
whose quest for what he termed *‘somebodiness” is.
barred by stubborn poverty and prejudice. __ I-=2 -
And wg will honor King’s memory and his dream %«g %:r;j}gﬁz“; ;/TJ? [S]RNRL )
‘when whites and blacks turn from the polarizations s )
of race and find the common sense to affirm their
common interests, their common citizenship and
itheir common humanity. .

Of course, it can be argued that these attitudes Date: 1/ 1/ 79
are vxsxp_nary. And so they undeniably - are. They 8~e: .
were visionary when King proclaimed them with ’ BN Latest
such force and eloquence., Then, they had a grip on
the{ minds and hearts of a nation. Now, years of «isil-
lusionment and doubt have diminished their appeal.

But the dreams are merely diminished, not de-
stroyed. They cannot be destroyed so long as tliose
who were touched and moved by them renew their Character:
trgsolve to keep the faith and to gain the mountain- or
+ top. : . ' Classification:

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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fOl' K]n
Ollday

New York Tlmu.tm, AP

Atlanta, Ga, - President,
Carter, promising that his”
administration would remain
true to the goals of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.,
called on Congress Sunday to_
designate the slain civil rights
leadér’s birthday a national
holiday. |

In a 35 minute speach from
the pulpit of Ebenezer Baptist
Church here, Carter told a
largely black audience cele-

fbrating the 50th anniversary

Symbalically Tmportant
1.V Theho

heroes such as Jefferson Da-|

commemorated by state holi-
days. King’s birthday is al-
ready an unofficial and
school holiday in a dozen
states and, the District of Co-
Tumbia.

[Wisconsin has a statute
.that makes King’s birthday a

all state offices were closed |
Monday as the state observed
its first Martin Luther King |
Day.]

Carter, accompanied by his

of King's birth:
“I hope that in this annl- |
| versary year I will be able to l
sign a bill proclaiming Jan !
15 as a national holiday in
honor of Dr. King’s principles | |
+and accomplishments.” ]
It was the first time he had |
called publicly for a full na-
tional holiday in- honor of
King. As governor of Gefjr-
gia, Carter avoided the se;
tive issue by characteri it
as a federal matter, -

Political Edge

The question took on a po-
litical edge Friday when Sen.
Edward M. Kennedy (D-
Mass.) appeared at an earlier
event in the six day com-
memoration ceremonies and
promised to do all he coiild to
persuade Congress to declare
the holiday this year. '

Jowers had hoped that the :
grand scale of the observance
here would embarrass the :
white dominated state Legis- :
lature into declaring King’s
bigthday, Jan. 15, a state ho)

ut they received a ¢t
“1d” recently when thelj;
asked Thomas Murphy,
speaker of the Georgia
House, whether his col-
leagues could be persuaded to
pass the legisiation.

One black leader grinned

described it as an “end run”
around the Legislature.

King’s relatives and fol- | -

: th

wife, Rosalynn, and dau h-

! ter, Amy, flew here f
ashington to attend the
ng ceremonies and to re-
ve the Martin Luther King

Jr, Nonviolent Peace Prize
'tr{in the King Center fori$o-
ci{f Change. :

arter said of King, “lad
'k lived, had his voice|pot
been heard, had he not fre-

. i vailed, it would be an embar-

rassment for the United
States today to mention the
words ‘human rights’ in in-
ternational councils.”
Ironically, Carter, a Geor-
gla politiclan whilé Kirng was
the state’s most widely
known black citizen, never
met King, who was assassi-

nated on .April 4, 1968, in -

Memphis, Tenn.
“I Know His Heart”

Ki
Ebenezer church for+44
yeifs, took the pulpit during
thé ceremonies and said of
Carter:

“I'm honored and happy
and privileged to be on the

v same stage with the greatest -

resident in the world. ... 1
now him close up, I know
his heart.” -
Coretta Scott King, the
slain civil rights leader’s

with satisfaction Sunday at
the president’s proposal and

mbblically» o
[ important to America’s |,
blacks, especlally in thé¢
.South, where Cenfederate:

vis and Robert E. Lee-are!

special observance day in!
public schools. In Michigan, | the Atlanta chapter of the

e Rev. Martin Lufder .
Sr., who was pasto}sof

ahd fought — “povrty,
racism and waf, o v
Carter promised durinig his
speech at the church to fight,
for new funds for a host of
soclal welfare programs.and
said he would unveil the de- .
tails in the budget he- will ‘
present next weéekim——=
Meanwhile outside, |
hundreds of chanting Iranian
students marched across the
street from the church, and

| Southern Christian Leader-.!
ship Conference, founded by -
' King, also held a prot
‘march against domes
lbudget cuts and milita
‘ spending increases:

Earlier, in an intervie
ywith a group of black jour-
Inalists, er said he would
\hke to nominate blacks for
jud hips throughout the

natig} but indicated he was
faci difficulties gettinff
senalprs from several No i
ern states to submit sugg
1 tions for woman and minofd

ty judges. e ——

{({\/ /)/)q/'%rm
/‘/4h-er /("”i

{i-only
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[FBIjtormented King o
© thebnd

" By LES PAYNE

F OURTEEN YEARS AGO this.
1 month, Martin Luther King Jr.'
{ walked out onto the balcony of his
" motel and extended his left hand
toward the railing. He is reaching for
that railing yet.

Much about the circumstances of
" King's assassination has been 0b- .
. scured, chiefly by the FBI, which had
' no small role in tormenting this man
- of peace in life, and in slandering his
memory as he lay decomposing in the
cold disturbed ground of Atlanta.

Any enlightened student of history
. knows that a state’s police agencies
torment leaders of the oppressed not
* for personal reasons, but because
they dare challenge the oppressive
system of the dominant society.

Still no real answer

For years, the FBI managed to hide
the full extent of its pursuit of King
" because of its friends in the media
and its ability to control government
investigations of the matter. Despite
bureau pressure, the 1978 US House
Assassinations Committee concluded
that King’s death was likely the re-
sult of a conspiracy. James Earl Ray
is serving a 99-year prison sentence
as the lone assassin.

Scores of books have been written
about the King case, but only recent-
ly has one brought to bear the weight
of disinterested, intelligent inquiry
{ and analysis. David J. Garrow’s “The
1 FBI and Martin Luther King Jr.” is a

book well-documented and tightly

analytical. Garrow, who holds a

Ph.D. from Duke and teaches history
. at the University of North Carolina,

sets out to explain why the bureau

pursued King so steadfastly until his
. assassination in 1968. He postulates
" that the seven-year investigation of

King went through three distinct
* phases.

The first phase, Garrow submits,
was initiated after an informant who
had infiltrated the American Commu-
nist Party said that King’s confidant,"

. Stanley Levison, had been active in
the party in the 1950s. In a well-re-
searched chapter, Garrow details

~ steps leading up to the bureau going
full-throttle on the investigation.

1 The FBI knew the domestic Com-

# munist Party well enough to know

that King had no direct connection

King to

with it. In “Operation Solo,” the bu 4

reau had managed to infiltrate twg
brothers, Morris and Jack Childs;
into the upper reaches of the party
“Over the years Morris Childs trav-
eled all over the world,” Garrow
writes. “In these travels he served as
the concealed representative of
American party leader Gus Hall.
‘From Hall, Morris and Jack learned
virtually evérything occurring within
the American Communist Party.” -
The operation never supported
charges that King was under commu-
nist influence. : ‘
But instead of calling off the
search for the communist conspiracy,
the FBI, in January 1964, redirected

‘one.”
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social role has been to repress allp
perceived threats to the dominant}
status quo-oriented society. Thus the
FBI is not *“a deviant institution in
American society, but actually a -
most representative and faithful

Near the end, on the Vietnam is-
sue, the statl.,s quo-oriented society
made King an'enemy of the people. It
would have been no great leap for
i someone to conclude that eliminating
King would be a patriotic public
service. The stage was set.

And on April 4, Martin Luther
King walked out onto that balcony

and expanded its investigation of f’and reached for that railing.

King, in Garrow’s phase two. Here [
the FBI's Intent, disclosed in its bliz- |
zard of memoranda,
‘‘discredit,’”

was to

“expose” and finally to destroy King

as an authentic black leader.

4

Saw way to discredit f‘

Having discovered that King took 'x
pleasures outside his marriage, the 4
bureau saw in his personal life a way
to discredit him. William Sullivan, a
puritanical New Englander who
headed the FBI's domestic intelli-
gence division, pursued this assign-
ment fanatically while portraying
himself to reporters and others as
essentially an open-minded liberal.

Sullivan and Hoover harassed and
attempted to Intimidate King, his
family and those around him. They
photographed him in compromising
positions, recorded intimate conver-
sations, mailed scurrilous letters and !
tapes to his wife and even wrote !
King a blackmail letter suggesting
that he commit suicide.

Phase three against King was
strictly political, according to Gar-
row. In February 1967, King spoke
out against US involvement in Viet-
nam. President Johnson and much of
the media joined the FBI in attacking
King on this one.

The Washington Post called King's
criticism of the war effort ‘“sheer
inventions of unsupported fantasy.”
The Post sentenced King to
“diminished usefulness to his cause,
to his country and to his people.”

The FBI's subterranean battle
against King now went public. -

As Garrow points out, the bureau’s
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Les Payne of Newsday writes
|-commentary distributed by The Los
“‘neutralize,’” or ‘Angeles Times.
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