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Kay Loses Bid—• 
For New Trial
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — 

(UPI) — A federal judge 
Thursday rejected James 
Earl Ray’s bid for a new 
trial in the 1968 murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The court sustained the 
state’s contention that Ray 
had voluntarily pleaded 
guilty in the case.

“The total circumstances 
(if Ray’s guilty plea) do not 
(institute a violation of the 
(institutional rights appli­
cable to one who voluntari­

ly pleaded guilty on the ad­
vice of competent counsel 
of his own choosing," U.S. 
District Judge. Robert 
McRae Jr. said.

The judge heard eight 
days of testimony late last 
year on Ray’s claim that he 
was coerced into admitting 
guilt and the state’s rebut­
tal of that contention, lay 
is serving a 99-year term in 
the state prison at Nash 
ville. I
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Ray loses 
plea to get 
a new trial
The Mew York Timet Naw# Service

MEMPHIS — A federal 
Judge has criticized James 
Earl Ray’s attorneys and 
state officials involved in 
his case but ruled that the 
confessed assassin had 
"clearly and deliberately" 
elected to plead guilty to 
the murder and was not en­
titled to withdraw that plea 1 
and have a new trial. 1

Ray, 46, has sought a ' 
new trial since March 17, . , 
1969, less than a week after I , 

e pleaded guilty to , the I 
ipril 4, 1968, murder of the I 
ev. Dr. Martin Luther •

King Jr. and accepted a 99- 
year prison sentence.

Federal District Judge 
Robert McRae said yester­
day that eight days of testi­
mony last October had not 
convinced him that Ray 
was coerced or tricked into 
pleading guilty by his attor­
neys.

Nor was he convinced, 
the judge said, that the 
opening and the photostat­
ing of Ray’s mail and the in­
stallation of listening and 
viewing devices in his cell 
by jail wardens and prose­
cutors, while Ray was 
awaiting trial, had seriously 
prejudiced any of his rights.

Ray was not in the court­
room yesterday. He is con­
fined in the Tennessee 

*Jrtate=£enitentiary a^Nash- 
F vllle.

of his attorneys^ 
Robert Livingston rft'Mem^ 
phis, said that Judge Mc­
Rae's ruling would be ap­
pealed to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Cir­
cuit, which ordered last Oc­
tober's hearing, saying that 
Ray was entitled to a new 
trial if the facts were sub­
stantially as he alleged.

Ray alleged that his at­
torneys were more interest­
ed in helping publish books 
about the case than in de­
fending him and th A 
tie pleaded guilty to the 
pivil rights leader’s murder 
but of despair. _ *
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Levi Orders Review' 
Of King Investigation; 
FBI Harassment Cited

Iris Cn tl f Criticized . .^T'Mlt 
By RONALD J. OSTROW 

Loi Angeles Times Service

WASHINGTON — Attorney Gen­
eral Edward H. Levi, citing the 
FBI's harassment of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King, has ordered two Justice 
Department divisions to study the 
investigation of the King slaying to 
determine if it should be reopened.

Levi said in an interview Wed­
nesday that he wanted to know 
wither the results of the FBI ha­
rassment program “might have had 
any influence or effect on the as­
sassination — and I thought that

ought to be looked at.”
"I have asked not only the civil- 

rights division, which originally in­
vestigated the King assassination, 
hat also as a double check I'w 
asked the criminal division to rein­
vestigate," Levi said.
J HIS COMMENT came in response 

to a question about the revelation 
that, shortly before King’s death, 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ap­
proved a secret FBI attempt to dis­
credit the civil-rights leader by 
pointing out that he stayed at a 
white-owned motel while leading a 
strike of garbage collectors, most of 
whom were black, in Memphis.

King subsequently moved to the 
black-owned Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis, where he was shot to 
death April 4, 1968, on a balcony 
outside his room.

Levi said disclosure of the FBI 
discrediting attempt, at a Senate In­
telligence Committee hearing last 
week, was not the sole factor that 
prompted him to ask the two divi­
sions to examine the case.

It was learned from other sources 
Wednesday that the department’s 
civil-rights division has been inves­
tigating for several months whether1 
the FBI attempt to discredit King 
actually resulted in his decision to 
msve^the Lorraine MotdI. •

-THETJIVISION learned 81 thfat- 
tenipt from FBI files which were 
being examined for another pur­
pose, according to J. Stanley Pot­
tinger, assistant attorney general 
for civil rights.

Neither the civil-rights division 
nor investigators for the Senate 
committee has been able to deter­
mine that Hoover's approval of the 
plan to disseminate to the press in­
formation about King's staying at 
the white-owned motel actually re­
sulted in such an effort

James B. Adams, deputy associ­
ate director of the FBI, has testified 
that the agent who worked on the 
plan, Harold (Bud) Leinbaugh, sim­
ply marked the proposal “handled." 
Leinbaugh, who has retired from 
the bureau, where he served ip the 
agency's old crime-records division, 
the FBI’s public relations branch, is 
Understood to have told investiga­
tors that he cannot remember what 
Ite did on the request.

A FORMER AIDE to King, Tom 
Offenburger, now on the staff of. 
Rep. Andrew Young (D„ Ga.), said! 
Wednesday that he recalled King! 
staying at a Holiday Inn in Mem4 
phis for only one night but that h® 
did not move because of any press 
report. (

Offenburger said King, the head 
of the Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference, was participating 
in a march that was disrupted and 
that aides then hustled him to the 
Holiday Inn. The next day, Offen­
burger said. King returned.to Atlan­
ta. He stayed at the Lorraine when 
he came back to Memphis a few 
days later.

William Manchester, in his book, 
"The Glory and the Dream,’1 wrote 
this about King’s stay at the Lor­
raine: “Newspapers had taunted 
him for staying at a plush Holiday 
Inn, paying $29 a night there, so he 
moved to a $13-a-night room in the 
tvegrtFowned Lorraine MofeL’^^*'
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phis that Ray, who is serving a 
99-year prison sentence, had "oooly 
and deliberately” submitted his 
guilty plea on the advice of com- i 
petent counsel.

In the interview, Levi expressed 
outrage about some of the Ffil's 
former counterintelligence tactics 
but said he was opposed to remov­
ing Hoover’s name from the recent­
ly dedicated FBI building.

‘'I think we have to avoid being 
instant historians," a process that 
“is extremely unfair,” Levi said.

"Just take the ingredients of the 
King matter,” Levi said. “Who was 
the attorney general who autho­
rized taps and microphones on 
King, who was the {’resident?”

TESTIMONY at the Senate com­
mittee hearings showed that the 
FBI operated eight wiretaps and 16 
hidden microphones, or bugs, on 
King during the Kennedy and John­
son administrations.

Three of the taps were autho­
rized by former Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy, after the bu­
reau said it was concerned about 
possible Communist influence of 
King. The Senate committee has 
not determined whether the fi^

•Whertwps were authorized.*-

Jestjmpny indicated that the 
bugs were operated without ao- 
vance authorization by Kennedy, 
but instead on a general authoriza­
tion which the FBI felt it had from 
former Attorney General Herbert 
Brownell Jr.

"I don’t think circumstances 
were such that microphones could 
be used without at least the subse­
quent approval of the attorney gen­
eral,” Levi said.

IN AN INTERVIEW with the As- 
sociated Press, FBI Director Clar­
ence M. Kelley said that he proba­
bly won’t publish agents involved in 
harassment of thousands of Ameri­
cans if the Justice Department 
doesn’t prosecute the agents.

Kelley was asked about programs 
against the New Left, black mili­
tants and outers in addition to 
King.

Kelley also noted that top-level 
officials who ordered such cam­
paigns must bear responsibility for 
them. Few of those officials are 
alive and none now is with the FBI, 
Kelley said.

Church released copies of letters 
from Secretary of State Henry Kis­
singer and CIA Director William 
Colby declining to appear before 
the committee at hearings sched­
uled for next Wednesday and 
Thursday, Both have testified in 
closed session about CIA operations 
designed to prevent Marxist Salva­
dor Allende from becoming presi- 

Ncui oriChile. * ' “
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Abernathy and Gregory Demand
Reopening of King Murder Prob

ATLANTA — (UPI) — Dr. Ralph 
Abernathy and activist comedian 
Dick Gregory say they will demand 
a reopening of the Martin Luther 
King murder investigation with a 
Thanksgiving protest in front of the 
White House.

Gregory and Abernathy, who 
succeeded King as head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con­
ference, issued a joint statement 
spying that disclosures that the FBI 
Harassed King and tapped his tele- 
pmones raise questions about a con­

spiracy in his assassination.
The Senate Intelligence Commit­

tee reported last week that FBI sur­
veillance of King included anony­
mous notes that King considered 
suggestions that he commit suicide.

“The disclosures brought out by 
that committee clearly indicate that 
violence was practiced by this 
agency against one of America's 
most distinguished citizens," Aber­
nathy and Gregory said in their 
Statement.

They said they will lead a march 
on the White House Thursday to 
demand that the assassination in­
vestigation be reopened, and to pro­
test "the harassment, illegal wire­
tapping, surveillance and other in­
tolerable actions perpetrated by the 
FBI against the late Dr. King.”

James Earl Ray, convicted of 
King's 1968 assassination, con­
fessed in 1969 that he acted alone. 
Later he changed his story and is 
now seeking a new trial, maintain­
ing that some conspirators were not 

..caught,  *
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Kings’ Widow Things

U|.S. Agents Conspired
Kill Him

(Indicate page, name of

NAIROBI, Kenya — (AP) —Car-
etta King, widow of slain 
[rights leader Martin Luther

<as called for a reopening of tl 
vestigation

MRS. KING 
band.” she said in

civil 
ing, 

J in- 
of

her husband’s 
ass assination, 
which she says 
was apparently 
the result of a 
government 
conspiracy.

"I don't have 
the facts but at 
this stage 1 say 
it appears there 
was a conspira­
cy in the death 
of my hus- 

an interview.
* Mrs. King, who is in Nairobi on a 
Jhree-nation African tour, com- 
tjentcd on the admission by the ®I 
diat it undertook a harassmdit 
dmpaign to discredit King, ana a 
subsequent order by Attorney Gen­
eral Edward Levi of a review of the 
agency’s investigation of King's 
shooting death in 1968. James Earl 
Ray pleaded guilty to the killing in 
Memphis, Tenn., and was sentenced 
to 99 years in prison.

•’THE WAY HE was documented 
and followed around by Hoover and 
the CIA when he was abroad, it 
would have to have been attached 
to the forces of our government 
that felt he was a threat to the sys­
tem as it existed,” Mrs. King said, 
referring to the U.S. Central Intelli­
gence Agency and the late FBI 
chief J. Edgar Hoover.

“I think there are grounds for re­
opening the case," she said. "I have 
always felt there was more to it

{
revealed — just what did haps 
n.”

She said she felt that recent ini 
stigations into the FBI and CIA 

provided new evidence.
“I feel it requires further investi­

gation into the death of my hus­
band, as well as the assassinations 
of others from the Kennedys on.”

IN WASHINGTON, meanwhile, 
former King aide Ralph David 
Abernathy and comedian Dick 
Gregory led 30 other persons in a 
brief march in front of the White 
House to demand that President 
Ford order a new "independent in­
vestigation" of the slaying.

They told reporters that two im­
prisoned men they identified as 
Robert B. Watson and C.H. An­
drews. alias R.L. Warren, have new 
evidence.
| Watson, serving a drug sentence

m the Ashland, Ky., federal prison 
has told authorities he overheard 
several men discussing a plot to kill 
King. The Atlanta, Ga„ public safe­
ty commissioner said he investigat­ed Watson’s allegations last sum­
mer but could not substantiate

® Abernathy, president of the At-I 
lanta-based Southern Christian* 
Leadership Conference, and Grego­
ry said Andrews is serving a term 
It the Miinico Correctional Institute 
In Toronto, Canada. They did nit

pay what new evidence he migpt 
offer. ■

However, the superintendent of 
the institution said Andrews was 
released last September. The offi­
cial declined to give any further in-

newspaper, city and state.)
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Coverup charged 
in FBI King probe

Rtvlers News Service

WASHINGTON — Newly-ob­
tained FBI documents show that 
the FBI is guilty of concealing and 
faking evidence in the assassination 
of Martin Lu­
ther King, an 
author of a 
book about 
James Earl Ray 
has charged.

Harold Weis­
berg charged at 
a news confer­
ence yesterday 
that Ray, who 
pleaded guilty 
to murdering 
the civil rights 
leader in Mem­
phis on April 4, 1968, could not 
have fired the fatal shot.

Weisberg is the author of a two- 
year-old book entitled "Frameup,” 
alleging that Ray was wrongly ac­
cused.

He has also written seven books 
taking issue with Warren Commis­
sion findings on the John Kennedy 
assassination. The author, who de­
scribed himself as Ray's investiga­
tor, said he had no theories on who 
had killed King.

He claimed that FBI documents 
h*--bsd-eitained under the Freedom

of Information Act showed that:
• It was not physically possible 

to have fired the death bullet from 
where police and FBI said the mur­
der had been committed — the win­
dow of a hotel bathroom opposite 
the motel balcony where the civil 
rights leader was standing when he 
was shot.
• It was impossible to conclude 

from King’s wounds that the bul­
let's trajectory led to the bathroom 
window.
• An autopsy report that might 

have shown King's fatal wound was 
caused by a shot fired from a lower 
level was changed because of the 
“political needs” to make an arrest.

Producing FBI photographs and 
documents, he said there were no 
telltale powder marks on the win­
dowsill where Ray had allegedly 
rested the murder rifle.

He charged that FBI photographs 
of a bullet fragment recovered from 
King’s body were not taken at an 
angle that would show grooves that 
would have indicated which rifle 
had fired it

The autopsy report, he said, had 
been, changed to hide the fact that 
the bullet had blown apart on im­
pact — because this would have 
made it impossible to trace the tra­
jectory.

[Indicate page, name of 
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U.S, may reopen its probe 
into Dr, King assassination

^ _Cpmb|g«d Miami N*w* service
WASHINGTON — AttoriWV Leif 

eral Edward Levi said today the 
Justice Department is considering 
whether to reopen the investigation 
into the 1968 assassination of civil 
rivhts leader Martin Luther King.

He said also that if it is reopened
aispecial prosecutor may be named 
ti head the investigation in order to

asure the public that the probeiis 
thorough and unbiased.

Levi, appearing on the CBS inter­
view program "Face the Nation,” 
said the decisions whether to re­
open the King case and the matter 
of a special prosecutor will be made 
early next year.

)
The Justice Department review 
the King assassination to see it

original FBI probe was deficient) 
> prompted by new revelations^ 

that the agency under its late direc­
tor J. Edgar Hopver had harassed 
King.

Dr. King was assassinated in 
Memphis. James Ear! Ray, an es­
caped convict, pleaded guilty to the 
murder but now is seeking to with­
draw his plea on the ground he was 
framed by others, unnamed, into 
making the confession.

Levi said he would favor passage 
of a law to limit the tenure of the 
FBI director.

He suggested a term in office of 
about 10 years, although, he said, 
the precise length of tenure was not 
important.

“I think that probably some ■limi­
tation would be appropriate, in 
view of history," Levi said. He did 
not say what he meant by history, 
but presumably he was alluding,to 
recent disclosures of apparent abus­
es by the FBI under Hoover’s direc­
tion Huuvw died in office in 1972, 
after 48 years as chief o^fneTFSt

^Levialso said a federal-law unis 
needeir^o prevent abuses by the 
FBI. He said guidelines proposed by 
the Justice Department could be the 
basis for legislating "the kind of 
regulations the Bureau thinks it can 
live with."

Asked whether he agreed with 
the move by some FBI critics to 
strip the Hoover name from the 
new FBI headquarters building, 
Levi said:

"Personally I don’t think it’s a 
very good idea. J. Edgar Hoover is 
a part of our history and I don't 
think we should be making quick 
judgments."

On another issue, the attorney­
general said passage of a constitu­
tional amendment to forbid massive 
busing for school integration would 
not be a “desirable path.”

"I don’t think the school system 
should be run by the courts,” he 
said. "Busing is one remedy, an 
equitable remedy, to try to make up 
for a violation of law in state en­
forced discrimination.”

The courts do consider other 
remedies, and busing is the "last 

^essea^" but it is one thans^ome- 
times necessary, he said.
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(Jail for King Probe
WWWWLLE, Tenn. — (API — 

James Earl Ray remained silent 
Saturday after another call for an 
independent investigation into the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King,

Ray, serving a 99-year prison 
term in the Tennessee State Peni­
tentiary for the April 4, 1968, slay­
ing, would not even say if he 
viewed the CBS documentary call­
ing for the probe.

‘Til probably be going to bed at 
about 8 o’clock,” a prison official 
quoted Ray as saying before the 
show was aired Friday night.

But Ray did say, as on previous 
occasions when other calls have 
been made for a reopening of the 
King assassination case, that he 
would reserve all comments for 
possible court suits.

REACHED EARLY Saturday for 
his reaction to the documentary, 
Ray merely asked a prison guard: 
"You mean you woke me up to tell 
me that?”

"There is a need to know who 
I lew the dreamer,” said correspon- 

ent Dan Rather at the conclusion 
f the documentary, which exam- 
ied details surrounding the killing 

of the Nobel Prize-winning civil 
rights leader.

Reaction to the call for a jiew 
probe was generally favorable in 
Memphis, where King was killed. 
At the time, King was in Memphis 
helping striking sanitation workers.

"The further we are from the as­
sassination, the clearer we can see 
the need for an independent investi­
gation," said the Rev. Samuel 
Kyles, who was standing next to 
King on the balcony of the Lorraine 
Motel when the fatal shot was 
fired.

COMMENTING on the documen­
tary, Phil Canale Jr., district attor­
ney in 1968 and the man who pros­
ecuted Ray, said there was no evi­
dence of a conspiracy.

"We presented all the evidence 
we had and if they want to have 
another investigation, let them go 
at iL" Canale said after the pro­
gram. "I've got nothing to hide.”

Canale said the case has not been 
closed and could be reopened any 
time new facts were presented.

Henry Lux, an assistant police 
chief when King was murdered, 
said the program "certainly didn’t 
bring out nearly all of the facts that 
I'm aware of in the case.”

1
HE SAID an independent invests 

tattoo would accomplish little “ei 
ept perhaps to put to rest In thl 
minds of a great many people ana 

doubts that might linger."
King’s successor as head of the 

Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
®rence, the Rev. Ralph Abernathy

who was also with King when Ie 
Ivas assassinated — was~cntlcal|of• 
the documentary.

Abernathy said the program was 
"totally incomplete” and that it 
"sought to entrench in the minds of 
individuals the fact there was tin 
ftiiisplfUty.
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By PAUL VALENTINE 
Wlfhington Port S*rv^^^

WASHINGTON — “The killing 
of Martin Luther King was just like 
Watergate — first there was the 
conspiracy to commit the crime, 
then the conspiracy to cover it up.”

The person speaking is Bernard 
Fensterwald, 54. Washington law­
yer, assassination researcher, ex­
Senate investigator and now attor­
ney for James Earl Ray, the con­
fessed assassin of Dr. King.

The recent Senate revelations of 
FBI harassment of Dr. King have 
not so much changed Fensterwald's 
central view of the assassination as 
confirmed certain peripheral suspi­
cions about it.

With lawyer-like caution, he de­
murs at theories that the FBI, in its 
zeal to neutralize the civil-rights 
leader, went so far as to kill him, 
although the new disclosures do 
make him wonder about possible 
behind-the-scenes manipulations 
that caused Dr. King and his party 
to make a critical move from one 
hotel to another just before he was 
shot in Memphis, Tenn., in April, 
1968.

THE KING PARTY, in Memphis 
to support a municipal garbage 
workers strike, had been staying at 
he plush Rivermont Holiday Inn, 
rhich stands isolated on a Muff

Overlooking the Mississippi River 
on the edge of town. Because of its 
remoteness, it also offers no dis­
creet angle or position from which 
a rifleman could shoot at one of its 
occupants. After much public com­
ment about the King party staying 
at this posh businessmen's pleasure 
dome, the King party moved to the 
Lorraine Motel, a more modest, 
black-owned hostelry in the crowd­
ed old core of the city.

‘There was a lot of flack about 
King staying in a white hotel,” says 
Fensterwald, “and there’s been a 
lot of theorizing about where that 
flack came from. Well, now with all 
these new developments, guess who 
everybody’s thinking about?”

Perhaps more important, though, 
says Fensterwald, is that the Senate 
disclosures tend to support his 
long-held presumption that because 
of the FBI’s hostility toward Martin ■ 
Luther King, its investigation of his 
murder was at best a lukewarm ef­
fort and at worst a deliberate cov­
erup.

FENSTERWALD’S current ef­
forts in court to overturn Ray's 
guilty plea and win him a trial 
hinge on a double conspiracy con­
cept: First, the conspiracy by a 
group of racist ideologues to kill Dr. 
King and make Ray the scapegoat, 
ana second, a separate and in ore

loosely defined conspiracy by vari- 
•iws=g^ernment officiate tmrt qth.
ers scattered from Memphis to 
Washington, to suppress investiga­
tion of the first conspiracy, push a 
lone assassin" story for political 

gain and coerce Ray into irrevoca­
ble silence by pleading guilty with­
out trial. Ray is now serving a 99- 
yearse.ntence' His earliest parole 
eligibility date under Tennessee law 
is the year 2018, when Ray will be 
90.

Fensterwald says he is especially 
attuned to official bureaucracy’s 
tendency to mask and evade on 
sensitive issues. His years on Capi­
tol Hill "taught me a great deal 
about how this government func­
tions . . . The name of the game is 
cover your ass.”

Within 24 hours of Dr. King's 
death on April 4, 1968, “Ramsey 
Clark (then U.S. attorney general) 
was saying there was only one kill­
er,” Fensterwald asserts. “That was 
the official line, and once they said 
it, no matter what new contradicto­
ry evidence came up, they had to 
stick to it”

FROM THEN ON, the conspiracy 
grew, “lie upon lie," says Fenster- 
Fald. until now, almost eight years 
Ifter the assassination, Ray sits wr-

tlally mute in the Tennessee Stale 
Penitentiary, entangled in a web If 
manufactured evidence and official 
deviousness.

Fensterwald says it has been 
easy for American officialdom to 
cover up the King conspiracy — as 
he feels with the John and Robert 
Kennedy assassinations — because 
“the American people have been 
more psychologically prepared to 
accept a 'lone nut’ theory."

“Historically,” he says, "assassi­
nation has been one of the most 
frequent ways of changing govern­
ments. Look at the Roman emper­
ors, the Russian czars, the Brazilian 
presidents ... Two thirds of the 
czars were murdered and more than 
half of the Roman emperors.

“. . . But in America, we think 
we're above that kind of thing. We 
can’t accept that idea. After all, 
we’re not a banana republic ... In 
Brazil, if you want to change the 
government, you shoot the presi­
dent. Right? But in the United 
States, you go to the polls.

".. . It makes an official coverup 
of an assassination conspiracy 
much easier — especially if it has

Turn to Page b

Continued from Page 1

tfiFTTHprimatur of somebody tike 
Earl Warren."

BUT THERE IS hope in the Ray 
case, muses Fensterwald, sitting in 
his law office in the Christian Sci­
ence. Building on 16th Street N.W., 
overlooking the White House and 
Treasury building. He and his co­
workers have assembled what they 
view as massive evidence that Ray 
is innocent and that he was brain­
washed by harsh prison conditions 
and then urged into a guilty plea by 
his former attorney, Percy Fore­
man, a noted criminal lawyer from 
Houston.

The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals was sufficiently impressed 
to order an evidentiary hearing into 
the issue in 1974. The hearing 
judge, Robert McRae of the U.S. 
District Court in Memphis, rejected 
the arguments in early 1975. but 
Fensterwald and Co. have returned 
to the Sixth Circuit, confident of 
gaining reconsideration on the mat­
ter.

1 What drew Fensterwald into tais 
ctlebrated case in the first place 
aid what caused him to come to his 
conspiratorial conclusions?

Shortly after his guilty plea in 
1969, Ray dumped his attorney of 
the moment, Foreman, and began 
trying without luck to overturn the 
plea with the help of Savannah, 
Ga., attorney J. B. Stoner, onetime 
Ku Klux Klan counsellor, and two 
other Tennessee lawyers.

Independently, Fensterwald and 
other members of an organization 
he heads here called the Committee 
to Investigate Assassinations 
(known fondly by its acronym 
CIA), were looking into the Ray- 
King case, deeply suspicious that 
there was more to it than met the 
eye. Harold Weisberg, a longtime 
assassination researcher and friend 
of Fensterwald, had contacted a 
brother of Ray, Jerry Ray, in St 
Louis, Jerry Ray learned of Fenster­
wald through Weisberg, and in 
1970 urged his convicted brother to 
drop Stoner and enlist Fensterwald.

“SOMETIME in the middle of 
1970," recalls Fensterwald, T re­
ceived a letter from James asking if 
I could be of assistance. I went 
down and visited him in prison . . . 
After I talked with him, I became 
convinced he was not the trigger­
man . . . and I became his attorney 
of repord."

Since then, it has been a tough, 
uphill battle from court to court as 
Ray sought various forms of post- 

^•nnvictton relief. Accumulating eye 
dence of the conspiracy, Fenster-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



*«^savs' has been a slow and te- 
diourfask. It has involved not only 
the conventional defense processes 
of examining police investigative 
files and taking depositions of prin­
cipals in the case but also the job of 
sifting through countless tips gener­
ated by the sensational murder.

Of the many leads and tips 
phoned or mailed into his office by 
interested citizens across the coun­
try, few were useful. “The rest 
were from nuts or well-intended 
people who just weren't plugged in 
right," he said. He traveled exten­
sively, speaking to 25 or 30 con­
tacts and potential sources in New 
Orleans, Los Angeles and even 
Mexico City, he said, but only three 
or four became helpful in any sub­
stantive way.

THOUGH A FEW of the tipsters 
insisted on using anonymous or 
code names and met furtively with 
Fensterwald in hotel rooms or air-

niffliMtwwmm
“The American people 

lune been psychological- । 

prepared to accept a I 
"lone nut’ theory.”

—Bernard Fensterwald
■jinBiiiMomw^ 

port concourses, there was little 
cloak-and-dagger atmosphere.

“You don't solve cases that 
way." said Fensterwald. “It's most­
ly a Jot of hard work back in the of­
fice . . . like a jigsaw puzzle where 
you try to put bits and pieces to­
gether into some kind of a whole.”

Even so, he said, when meeting 
out-of-town informants, “I usually 
tried to arrange the meeting in an 
attorney’s office . . . There is al­
ways some risk involved. I am not 
willing to meet in some bar in a 
strange city at midnight."

He said he often traveled with 
Ken Smith, an investigator hired by 
his law firm and a former Treasury 
agent (he spent 15 years still-bust­
ing, says Fensterwald). “But I never 
had any close calls or threats" in 
the Ray case.

In describing how he slowly con­
structed evidence for his double 
conspiracy theory, Fensterwald is 
generally careful not to specify 
names and places. They will come 
later, he says.

“If we get a trial for Ray, a lot of 
it will come out then,” he said. In 
the meantime, he said, "I really 
think Ray is in considerable dan­
ger” of being killed in prison on the 
4astsuc|ion of collaborators it sne-

cific evidence is disclosed prema- 
turely. •

TN CAUTIOUSLY generalized 
terms, Fensterwald describes the 
origins and development of the dou­
ble conspiracy this way:

Ray escaped from Missouri State 
Penitentiary, where he was serving 
a robbery sentence, in April, 1967, a 
year before Dr. King was shot. 
Some time after the escape, he 
joined a group of men who were en­
gaged in smuggling narcotics into 
the United States from Mexico and 
Canada. The group was Southern­
based, probably in Louisiana, and 
consisted of an undetermined num­
ber of men. Ray served as a driver 
and general errand runner with lit­
tle authority and no knowledge of 
the group’s possibly larger purpos­
es.

He saw few of his colleagues, 
and his contact was limited primar­
ily to a man code-named “Raoul.” 
In March, 1968, Ray was given 
money and instructed to purchase a 
30.06 Remington rifle with tele­
scopic site in Birmingham. On April 
2, 1968, two days before the assas­
sination, he met with a contact in 
northern Mississippi, handed ovar 
the rifle and scope and continual 
on to Memphis.

On April 4 he was instructed to 
rent a room at 422 ^ South Main . 
Street in Memphis, a dilapidated 
flophouse with a second floor bath­
room window overlooking the Lor­
raine Motel. (The King party’s 
move from the Rivermont to the 
Lorraine had been widely publi­
cized on the air.)

RAY RENTED the room in mid- 
afternoon, purchased a pair of bino­
culars at a nearby sporting goods 
store, met "Raoul1’ at the room, 
then left about 5:50 p.m. Eleven 

.minutes later, a single shot was 
[fired from the rear area of the flop- 
Ihouse, killing Dr. King instantly as 
J he stood on the balcony of the Lor- 
’ raine Motel.

Ray was elsewhere in the citylat 
the moment the shot was fired and 
has an alibi witness to prove St, 
says one member of the Ray de­
fense team working with Fenster­
wald, but he will not specify where 
Ray was or identify the alibi wit­
ness, “Witnesses have a way of dis­
appearing in these kinds of cases," 
he said, “and we want to keep this 
one for the trial we think Ray will 
win.”

The death of Dr. King completed 
the first conspiracy — a conspiracy 
by a group of racially motivated 
men to eliminate the power and in- 
fluence of Dr. King from,the ri^l-

.. »jU» movement. Fensterwald wiy. 
not further identify the group* or 
specify its size.

Ray was simply an unwitting par­
ticipant, used by the group as a de­
coy (his fingerprints were all over 
the 30,06 rifle found abandoned near 
the murder scene) while the real 
killers fled undetected. Ray himself 
panicked and fled minutes after the 
shooting when he returned to the 
scene and saw unusual police activ­
ity. Later, when he learned by radio 
of Dr. King’s death, he realized how 
seriously he might be implicated 
and decided to flee the country al­
together.

THE SECOND conspiracy was 
then set in motion.

The physical evidence at the flop­
house, including the fingerprints on 
the rifle, led police and FBI agents 
to focus on Ray. Within 24 hours. 
Ramsey Clark and local police offi­
cials were suggesting a Ione killer.

“I'm told they put out the 'lone 
assassin’ story to keep riots down,” 
says Fensterwald. The nation had 
plunged into near social chaos after 
the death of the civil-rights leader, 
with city after city going up in 
!lames. Police and military re- 

ources were stretched thiiiy 
cross the nation. The cores of l|o 
nunicipalities were at the brink pf 
narchy. •
Washington officialdom felt the 

tottering country could not tolerate 
the additional reality that a well-or­
ganized cabal, rather than a lone 
lunatic, had murdered Dr. King.

The search went on for Ray, but 
for six weeks he evaded police. The 
nation was just beginning to recov­
er from the King riots.

Then in mid-May, Ray was spot­
ted by Canadian and Portuguese of­
ficials in Lisbon, travelling on a 
phony Canadian passport. He was 
followed but not arrested for two
more weeks as he left Portugal and 
Sew to England.

I AUTHORITIES were anxious Io 
fee if Ray would lead them to pos- 
tble cohorts.

Then on June 5. 1968, Robert F. 
Kennedy, liberal standard bearer 
and Democratic presidential hope­
ful, was shot by an assassin in Los 
Angeles. He died 25 hours later.

The nation’s leaders feared the 
country was again moving toward 
psychological collapse. The Rev. 
Ralph Abernathy, Dr. King’s suc­
cessor as head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, 
was demanding that the govern­
ment arrest someone in the still un- 

_solved...King assassination^ Sgrae- 
thing had to be done. i y
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On June 8, the day of Robert 
>.teJ^s funeral in New VdrK, the 
word went out from Washington, 
and Ray was arrested in Heathrow 
Airport in London as he was about 
to board a plane for Brussels.

From that point until he officially 
pleaded guilty nine months later to 
the King murder on March 10. 
1969, the official story was that 
Ray was the lone killer. This was 
the line held consistently by police, 
prosecutors and politicians from 
Memphis to Washington.

THIS LINE was buttressed by the 
actions of Ray’s defense attorneys 
at the time. Arthur Hanes and later 
Foreman entered into lucrative con­
tracts with author William Brad­
ford Huie granting Huie exclusive 
access to details of the King mur­
der in exchange for Ray's public si­
lence to insure that the sales poten­
tial of Huie’s magazine articles and 
proposed book would not be less­
ened.

During his imprisonment in Mem­
phis before Ure guilty plea, Ray was 
subjected to unrelenting "harass­
ment,” 24-hours-a-day closed-cir­
cuit television surveillance, con­
stant artificial light with no sun­
shine, and close censorship of his 
mail, including confidential corrt- 
Ipondence with his attorneys. 
Weakened by this treatment aid 
|>d to believe by Foreman that ne 
flight die in the Tennessee electric 
chair if he went to trial. Ray sub­
mitted to the guilty plea arrange­
ment.

The conspiracy of silence, Fen- 
sterwald claims in conclusion, was 
thus sealed forever.

Government officials from Ram­
sey Clark to former Memphis Chief 
prosecutor Phil M. Cranale deny 
any conspiracy to suppress or ig­
nore evidence pointing to more 
than one person in the King mur­
der. They say simply no credible 
evidence suggesting someone other 
than Ray has come to the surface.

THEY ALSO SAY Ray's close 
surveillance in prison was not cal­
culated to undermine him psycho­
logically but was necessary in light 
of his substantial history as an es­
cape artist and because of the pos­
sibility of outside groups attempt­
ing to storm his jail cell, either to 
free him or kill him. Besides, they 
say, his prison conditions were not 
as gruesome as he and his attor­
neys insisted.

Tennessee law-enforcement offi­
cials acknowledge the evidence 
against Ray is not of the classic 
textbook variety. No eyewitness 
can place Ray in the flophouse 

• Bamitorn from which pol ee Stymie 
fatal shot was fired. The bullet

fragment removed from Df. King^ 
body । —wnot be matched precisely 
to Ray’s 30.06 rifle to the exclusion 
of all other 30.06 rifles.

On the other hand, police say, the 
general pattern of evidence against 
Ray is convincing, including his 
movements around the time of the 
assassination: He appeared to be 
stalking Dr. King for several weeks 
nnor to the murder and fled as fast 
and far as he could afterwards. 1

’Hanes and Foreman likewie 
deny they railroaded Ray into si­
lence and a 99 year sentence for 
their own financial gain. Hanes 
contends he believed Ray was in 
fact innocent and was prepared to 
go to trial in November, 1968, when 
Ray suddenly fired him and hired 
Foreman.

FOREMAN, on the contrary, said 
that after reviewing the case he 
found the evidence against Ray 
overwhelming and saw little alter­
native to pleading guilty. Both 
Hanes and Foreman acknowledge 
signing literary contracts with Wil­
liam Bradford Huie but contend it 
was done to raise funds for the de­
fense and had no effect on their 
legal obligations to Ray.

Investigator Harold Weisberg 
cites several major clues that, he 
says, suggest Ray was with a group 
and not by himself:
• His finances. Police have pro- 

Iuced little evidence of how Raji 
ved during the year between hi si 
scape from Missouri State Peniten-I 
iary and the assassination of DrJ 

King. Yet he bought a car (an 
$1,800 second-hand Mustang),-trav­
eled coast-to-coast twice, vaca­
tioned in Mexico, and had comfort­
able amounts of living-expense 
money for a full year. Weisberg 
says this support came almost sole­
ly from the group Ray was travel­
ing with. Justice Department offi­
cials say Ray robbed banks and had 
a stash available from a robbery 
prior to his Missouri imprisonment 
in 1967.
• Ray’s movements prior to the 

assassination. He was following a 
schedule and taking orders as he 
moved from city to city, claims 
Weisberg. For example, he bought a 
tailor-made suit in Montreal but 
then instructed the tailor to for­
ward it to an address in Birming­
ham, Ala., apparently because of a 
sudden change in plans by Ray’s 
bosses, requiring him to leave Can­
ada hurriedly. The Justice Depart­
ment says Weisberg's attempt at 
eanvinv jRay’i reasons fqfJeaviog 
Montreal is pure speculation.

_> Ra Vs search for lodgings Jn 
hlemPHltr Before locating llieffly- 
house room above Jim's Grill at 
4221/2 South Main Street in Mem- 
#tis, Ray mistakenly went to an­
other establishment called Jim's 
Place, about three blocks away, 
thinking he could find rooms there. 
After a slightly heated exchange, he 
was told he was mistaken and prob­
ably confused by the similarity in 
names. He then went to the correct 
address and rented a room. This 
suggests, Weisberg says, that Ray 
was not looking for a place from 
which to shoot Dr. King but was

tnder instructions to go to a speci!- 
i address without realizing the 
purpose. Again, says the Justice 
Department, tins is pure specula­
tion.
• Ray's post-assassination dis­

guises. After he fled to Canada, 
Ray resorted to an elaborate set of 
disguises, using as aliases the 
names of at least four actual Cana­
dian citizens before continuing on 
to Europe with a passport in the 
name of one of the four, Ramon 
George Sneyd. “All of that took 
more work than one stranger in a 
foreign country could do by him­
self," says Weisberg. Justice offi­
cials say Ray learned these skills at 
the knee of various fraud artists 
during his long years in prison.
• The motive. State and federal 

law' enforcement officials say Ray’s 
killing of Dr. King was racially in­
spired. Weisberg contends there is 
"absolutely no evidence of racism" 
in Ray's history, notwithstanding 
his brief relationship with J. B. 
Stoner and his longer involvement 
with the group that allegedly car­
ried out the murder. There is no ev­
idence in Ray’s past as a small-time 
holdup man that he was a racist de­
magogue or activist, Weisberg says. 
In fact, he says, Tennessee prison 
wardens reported that surveillan* 
of mail written by black inmates 
incarcerated with Ray showed rjo 
negative comments and occasion^- 
ij protested Ray’s innocence.

Fensterwald has not been alone 
in his defense of Ray. Much of the 
legal legwork has been done by an­
other Washington attorney, James 
H. Lesar, 35, a rotund, affably in­
tense researcher who is much more 
at home staying up ail night in a 
rumpled shirt preparing briefs than 
presenting them the next day at 
court in a three-piece suit, And 

, therejs Weisberg, now 62, the inde- 
taligaEle investigator whd^ftn^yafbs
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haj oursugd King’s and other assas- 
sinations with the relenHeJMlUU! of 
a rhinoceros. Finally, there is Rob­
ert I. Livingston, of Memphis, a 
drawling, pistol-packing lawyer 
who provides local assistance and 
is also a special deputy sheriff.

FENSTERWALD SAYS the en­
tire defense team is working with­
out fee and all litigation costs — 
paperwork, secretarial support, 
travel to and from Tennessee — are 
being borne by his law firm, Fen- 
sterwald & Ohlausen.

And Ray? He remains effectively 
silent. He refuses to discuss details 
of the case with reporters. Even 
with his attorneys he is reported^, 
Igue and elliptical. Over the 
®ars, he has spoken infrequent!’ 
aid indirectly of his innocence. TT* 
Jbts of the story still remain locks! 
with him.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Kay’s Attorneys—® 
Plea ‘Coerced’

CINCINNATI. Ohio — The attor­
ney for James Earl Ray argued be­
fore the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals on Tuesday that Ray did 
not kill civil-rights leader Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King and was “coerced” 
into a guilty plea.

James Lesar argued before the 
three-judge panel that his client 
pleaded guilty to the 1968 sniper 
sniper slaying in Memphis, Tenn., 
only so he could change his plea 
at a later time.

“It was a technical plea of guilty 
to get him out of town," said Lesar, 
who is seeking a new trial for his 
client. “As he saw it, he took the 
only alternative he had.”

Lesar charged that his client had 
been'Tramcd” and that he had not! 
knowingly played a part in anvf 
conspiracy to kill King.
j The appellate court took the easel 
finder advisement.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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By Non-Government Ayeney

U.S. to Seek Probe
Of King Assassination (Indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.)

By WARREN BROWN
Washington Post Service

WASHINGTON — The Justice 
Department’s civil rights division 
next week will recommend that At­
torney General Edward H. Levi ap­
point a committee from outside 
government to study the 1968 as­
sassination of the Rev. Martin Lu­
ther King. •

Informed sources said the recom­
mendation by Assistant Attorney 
General J. Stanley Pottinger will 
argue that an independent inquiry 
is necessary even though a four­
month Justice Department review 
of the King case found no evidence 
that the FBI or other government 
agencies were involved in the kill­
ing of the black civil rights leader.

Suspicions have been raised 
about the initial government probe 
of the murder because of recent 
revelations that the FBI subjected 
Dr. King to wiretapping and harass­
ment. Questions also have been 
raised about whether the motives 
and activities of the convicted as­
sassin, James Earl Ray, have been 
fully explained.

For these reasons, the sources 
said, Pottinger feels that an inde­
pendent inquiry is necessary to re­
solve the questions still surround­
ing the April 4, 1968, shooting of 
Dr. King in Memphis.

THE INQUIRY would determine 
whether a full investigation of the 
assassination should be resumed. 
The sources said that Pottinger's 
report will recommend that, for 
reasons of credibility, the study 
should be conducted by persons in­
dependent of the Justice Depart­
ment, which has policy control over 
^e^RL^^

According to the sources, Pot­

tinger is recommending that the 
committee of inquiry look into such 
questions as whether there was any 
FBI complicity in Dr. Kings's death, 
whether the FBI violated laws or 
policy guidelines in its dealings 
with Dr. King and whether any 
other conspiracy outside govern­
ment was connected to the murder.

The sources said that the study 
committee, as envisioned in Pot­
tinger’s report, would have no pro­
secutorial function. Instead, it 
would review the record, hear new 
evidence, if any, and advise the at­
torney general whether it sees 
grounds for pursuing the King case, 
technically never closed.

The sources said Justice Depart­
ment officials believe that such a 
study committee can be named 
under the provisions of the 1972 
Advisory Commission Act.

POTTINGER’S recommendation, 
sources added, will be that most of 
the members be drawn from outside 
the government, and that it seemed 
obvious some would be persons 
prominent in the civil rights move­
ment. .

Questions about the King case 
have been growing since last No­
vember, when the Senate Intelli­
gence Committee hearings revealed 
that the late FBI director, J. Edgar 
Hoover, had initiated a secret, six- 
year campaign to harass and try to 
discredit Dr. King.

Ray. who has told a murky and 
contradictory story about his in­
volvement in the murder, is seeking 
to overturn his 99-year prison sen­
tence and win a new trial.

His lawyers have said that if his 
appeal is granted, Ray will attempt 
to prove that he was coercedinto 
pleading guilty to the killing.
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(Court turns down Ray 
on King murder appeal
^ " ■ Associated Press

CINCINNATI — James Earl 
Ray’s appeal from his plea of guil­
ty in the shooting death of civil 
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was denied today by the 
6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The unanimous decision conclud­
ed that the U.S. District Court for 
the western district of Tennessee 
was correct in refusing Ray’s mo­
tion for a new trial.

The district court said Ray failed 
to prove that his defense attorneys, 
Arthur Hanes or Percy Foreman, 
provided Ray with ineffective as­
sistance, improper investigation or 
that Ray was induced to plead guil­
ty March 10, 1969.

The appellate court said Ray’s 
testimony at his guilty plea hearing 
made it plain he undertood his ac­
tions before receiving a 99-year 
sentence.

Ray had argued that the attor- 
neys were more interested in prof­
iting from books about the case 
than in defending him. The judges 
said they disapproved of the fee ar­
rangement between Ray and the 
lawyers, but said it did not prove 
he did not receive a good defend .

King was shot to death on a 
motel balcony in Memphis, Tenn., 
on April 4, 1968. Ray was arrested 
in London, England, June 8, 1968. 
He is now in the state prison at 
Nashville, Tenn.

While still in England, Ray hired 
Hanes, of Birmingham, Ala., to de­
fend him. Ray said that before 
their first interview, Hanes had 
made an agreement with William 
Bradford Huie to write a book and 
articles about his case before the 
trial. The funds were to go for 

«“S^rWees and for Ray's defense:—"

Ray said he fired Hatlei TW$ 
days before his March 10, 1969, 
trial because he believed Hanes 
was more concerned about book 
royalties than providing a defense.

Ray then hired Texas attorney 
Percy Foreman, who made a simi­
lar agreement with the author, and 
Foreman advised Ray to plead guil­
ty.

The appeals court said evidence 
indicated that Ray was provided 
with a case investigation by Hanes 
and an investigator, and that Fore­
man properly investigated the case# 
as well. Both attorneys were award 

of alleged "weaknesses” in the 
state’s case, the courts said. *

The court also rejected Ray's 
contention that government super­
vision of his mail, writing, tele­
phone calls and personal inter­
views was damaging to his de­
fense, noting that Ray had pro­
duced no proof that he had been 
harmed.

Robert Childress, an official of 
the state prison in Nashville, said 
today that Ray has refused re­
quests to be interviewed. “He’s had 
no comment as far as I know," 

"Childress said. • =*

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 - S
JULY 1673 COITION
C^ FPM* <41 CFRI^Ult.O >

UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, MIAMI (dH?- date: 6/28/76

from : SA DONALD E. WERTZ

subject: PROBE OF JOHN F. KENNEDY
AND MARTIN LUTHER KING 
ASSASSINATIONS

On 6/25/76, GEORGE BRACKETT, friend of retired 
SA GAY SHAHAN, advised telephonically that he had been 
contacted on several occasions by DAN CHRISTENSEN, a reporter 
for the "Miami Magazine", 3361 S. W. 3rd Ave., Miami, Fla., 
who desired to question BRACKETT concerning the activities 
of one WILLIAM SUMMERSET, alleged FBI informant. CHRISTENSEN 
told BRACKETT he was investigating the assassinations of 
JOHN F. KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER KING.

BRACKETT advised he is general manager for Hecker 
Electric Co., Hialeah, Florida, telephone 888-3205, and 
located 10430 N. W. 36th Court, Miami, telephone 836-4828. 
He was a friend of WILLIE SUMMERSET, who has been dead for 
7 or 8 years. He intends to see CHRISTENSEN, but has no 
knowledge of SUMMERSET's activities that he feels would 
bear on this matter. His purpose in calling was to notify 
the FBI that such an investigation was being conducted.

Indices check reflect SUMMERSET was informant, 
137-363-231. SHAHAN has moved to Virginia, but his son, 
PHIL SHAHAN, works at Central Bank of North Dade.

M1HW
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- 3 UA CODE SENT 1 :45A 7/31/76 J''

PM UITEL 7-3 -76 CMB

TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR (100-106670)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976.

’RESUTEL TO ALL SACS JULY 2E, 1976.

FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK

FORCE HAS RESULTED IN THE FOLLOWING CHANGE REGARDING

REPRODUCTION OF FIELD OFFICE SERIALS IN THE MURKIN INVESTI­

GATION, AS OUTLINED IN REFERENCED TELETYPE.

IT WILL 3E NECESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY 

DOCUMENT IN YOUR MURKIN. FILE IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HAS 

BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHO. THIS WILL INCLUDE BOTH DOCUMENTS 

ORIGINATING IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD 

DIVISIONS. ANY DOCUMENTS IN YOUR MURKIN FILE, COPIES OF 

WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FEI HQ MUST BE REPRODUCED IN 

THEIR ENTIRETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ.

IT IS NOTED THAT THIS FIRST PAGE SHOULD CONTAIN THE FIELD 

OFFICE SERIAL NUMBER IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN 

MAKE A COMPLETE CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF EACH FIELD 

OFFICE SERIAL.

-JUL 3 11976
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NR0002 WA CODE SENT 3:55AM 7/30/76 MJ J

PM NITEL 07/29/76 MDP

TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR (1 - 1 6670)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG)

HAS ORDERED A REVIEW OF THE FBI’S INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN

LUTHER KING. ASSIGNED TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEW IS A TASK FORCE

WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE REVIEW IS TO RESOLVE THE

FOLLOWING FOUR QUESTIONS: (1) WAS THE FEI INVESTIGATION OF

KING’S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? (2) IS THERE ANY 

EVIDENCE THE FBI WAS INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION? (3) IS 

THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

DEPARTMENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? (4) DOES THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BUREAU AND KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL 

PROSECUTIONS, DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 

ACTION?
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PAGE TWO

CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL HIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY POTTINGER. ALL PERSONNEL 

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO OUR FILES 

PERTAINING TO KING’S ASSASSINATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI­

GATION OF KING AND ANY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE 

INVESTIGATIONS. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO 

WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS 

WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY.

TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ AND WFO FILES 

CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "MURKIN, 

BUREAU FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED TO 

MEMPHIS, MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND 

LOS ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION 

FILES OF THOSE OFFICES. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE IS 

PLANNED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS, 

NEW YORK, SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS.

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY 

FILES AT FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE 

MAJORITY OF SERIALS IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING INVESTI­

GATIONS. HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO 

REVIEW KING RELATED FILES IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, IT WILL BE
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PAGE THREE

NECESSARY TO FORWARD XEROX COPIES OF FILES FROM THE REMAINING 

OFFICES TO FBIHQ FOR REVIEW.

THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES 

NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBI HQ ONE XEROX COPY OF EACH SERIAL CON­

TAINED IN YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKIN." IT 

IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ 

PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976. THIS MATERIAL SHOULD EE SENT BY 

.REGISTERED MAIL, ATTENTION DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM, 

INTELLIGENCE. DIVISION.

IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS OR OTHER 

ITEMS WHICH CANNOT BE XEROXED A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EACH ITEM 

AND ITS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH IN YOUR' COMMUNICATIONS 

TRANSMITTING THE DOCUMENTS TO FBIHO.

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL EE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION 

OF COPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED 

SECURITY FILES. OFFICES TO BE VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK 

FORCE PERSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS 

BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION. 

END
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8/3/76

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTENTION: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM 

INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Bureau teletype to all SACs dated 7/30/76, and 
captioned MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Pursuant to instructions contained in retel, the 
Bureau is being furnished herewith one xerox copy each of each 
serial contained in the Miami Office file, captioned MURKIN, CIVIL 
RIGHTS (44-1854), as well as the Assassination of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., Racial Matters file (157-24J4), as indicated below:

44-1854 Volume I Serial 1 - 149
* II ”150-299
" III "300-499
" IV "500-617
" V "618-760
" VI " 761 - 773

157-2434 Volume I Serials 1-12

In addition, a review 
in the M0RKIN file disclosed the

2-Bureau (Enc. 27) (RM) 
^(1-100-106670)
2-Mlami
(1-100-15079)

JTO/kr
CM,

of the exhibits contained 
following 1A exhibits:

ieilfclied^
Indexed
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MM 44-1854

1A 1 Thermoseal tapes from Prather’s Laundry. Naples, 
Fla., on 4/10/68....(Sent to Bureau 4/1&/68).

2 Garber Co. Shipping slip #52560 (enclosed).

3 Artist conception photos of GALT.

4 . Photos of T-shirt and shorts bearing laundry marks.

5 Anonymous letter received by Indianapolis Office 
(enclosed).

6 Xerox copies of "foreign trade vessels entering 
Miami* 4/4 - 10/68. (enclosed)

7 Xerox copies of list re foreign commerce vessels 
departing Miami 4/4 - 10/68 (enclosed).

8 Xerox copies of list of arriving pleasure craft 
at Miami, 4/4 - 19/68 (Enclosed).

9 ’'ideograph copy of foreign destination flights
(enclosed).

10 Photo Of JAMES EARL RAY.

11 Photo Of JAMES EARL RAY

12 Photo of WALTER T. RIFE

13 Photos of WALTER R. RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY

14 Photo of JAMES EARL RAY

15 Eight yellow laundry marking tapes, code 20 R-3 
(sent to Lab, 4/23/oB.)

16 Counter check of Liggetts Drug Store handled by man 
who resembles JAMES EARL RAY (enclosed).

-2-
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MM 44-1854

1A 17 Wanted Flyer (JAMES EARL RAY) (Enclosed).

18 Photo of JAMES EARL RAY.

19 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY In Mexico.

20 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY in Mexico.

21 Rental agreement between Crafts, Ltd. and 
MICHEL ST. PHSRE (enclosed).

22 Rental agreement between Crafts, Ltd. and 
MICHEL ST. PIERRE (enclosed).

23 Credit card invoices of MICHEL ST. PIERRE 
on Gulf Credit Card #555,047 067 (enclosed).

24 Interview log, JAMES HARVEY WHITE (enclosed).

25 Unexecuted Warning and Waiver fora for 
JAMES HARVEY WHITE (enclosed).

26 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY.

27 Photos of JAMES EARL RAY.

28 Notes of phone conversation between DONALD 
CARPENTER and HAZEL V. PEACOCK, 4/4/68 (enclosed).

29 Photos of laundry markings on bed linen for 
JAMES EARL RAY in the Los Angeles area.

30 RiotOB of laundry markings on bed linen for 
JAMES EARL RAY in the Los Angeles area.
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MM 44-1854

1A JI

52

53

54

55

56

37

58

59

40

41

Application for Florida Drivers License (blank) 
(enclosed).

Photo of JAMES EARL RAY (with beard).

Phot© of JAMES EARL RAY.

Photos of JAMES EARL RAY.

Photos of JAMES EARL RAY in sunglasses.

Photo of JAMES EARL RAY.

Copy of letter to Shelby County Sheriff, 
Memphis (enclosed).

Signed statement of DONALD LEE MITCHELL (enclosed).

Waiver of rights form (DONALD LEE MITCHELL) 
(enclosed).

Pain prints of KATHRYN HOBSON (enclosed).

Fingerprints of KATHRYN HOBSON (enclosed).

Total of 20 Enclosures.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

r

House votes 
to investigate 

Kennedy and
(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

1-p

MIAMI NEWS

king murderi
MIAMI, FLA.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House 
t idav voted to launch an investida- 
ton into the assassinations of Prts- 
iaent John Kennedy and civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King.

By a 280 to 65 vote, the House 
adopted a resolution to establish a 
special 12-member investigating 
committee specifically charged 
with inquiring into the circum­
stances tf the assassinations of 
Kennedy and King. The panel 
vibuid have discretion to look into 
other cases as well.

J Speaker Carl Albert told report­
ers he will designate Rep. Thonras 
Downing (D-Va.) as chairman, and 
Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.) as 
next in line. Downing is retiring at 
the end of this year and Gonzalez 
presumably would succeed him if, 
as expected, the special committee 
is continued in the next Congress.

Downing told the House before 
the vote that “in the case of Presi­
dent Kennedy I am convinced there 
was a conspiracy involved. I do not 
know the identity of the conspira- 
tess-er^heir motives. That should

!
« investigated in depth.”

The Warren Commission, whidh 
ivestigated Kennedy's death, col­
luded that Lee Harvey Oswara 

was the sole assassin of'the Presi­
dent.

The investigation of King’s death 
is based on information that in­
cludes allegations involving the re­
moval of a black policeman and 
two firemen from their posts in 
Memphis shortly before the assas­
sination of the civil rights leader.

£
The information, first aired ia 
68, was presented last month to] 

ing's widow and to members of 
e Congressional Black Caucus byi 
Academy Award winning screen­

writer Abby Mann and by asassi- 
nation critic Mark Lane.

Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.) con­
firmed that Lane and Mann were 
the source of the "new” informa­
tion.

Downing was quoted Wednesday 
as saying that it was a push by 
Black Caucus members because of 
"new information" they say they 
have received which persuaded the 
tywerfld. Rules Committje tn c^gar 
tneresoiution for floor action.

Do,e! 9/17/76
Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

KING ASSASSINATION
Character:

or 44-1854
Classification:

Submitting Office: MIAMI, FLA.
J Being Investigated

ISEARCHLD.__________ INOtXtD _______

[serializlo^^l hi ed

SEP 2 . 1976
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

- Thorough Probe Vowed. 
By New Investigator in 
King, JFK Assassinations

By MARY RUSSELL
Washington Post Service

WASHINGTON — Richard Sprague, sworn in Thursday as the act­
ing counsel and director of the House committee investigating the assassi­
nations of John Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr., promised that "no 
document” or "no witness" would be beyond the reach of his investiga­
tion into the murders.

Sprague said the committee had given him virtually carte blance to 
lookinto the Kennedy and King deaths.

Committee Chairman Thomas Downing (D., Va.) confirmed that 
panel would only retain the right to “veto” Sprague’s actions, but would 
not interfere with his investigation and was giving him total control of 
his staff.

SPRAGUE, 51, built a reputation as an almost real-life Kojak when 
he served as assistant district attorney in Philadelphia from 1958 to dis- 

I trict attorney in Philadelphia from 1958 to 1974. As a prosecutor he won 
convictions in more than 60 first-degree murder cases, losing only one. 

। He is best known for the conviction of United Mine Workers President 
W. A. (Tony) Boyle for the murder of Joseph Yablonski.

Sprague said Thursday that “no document would be beyond the con­
fines of this investigation. No label or classification of any document 
would put it beyond the confines of this investigation and no witness 
would be considered beyond the reach of this investigation.”

He said he was asking immediatley that a meeting be set up between 1 himself and officials of the Justice Department, the FBI and the CIA. 9
HE SAID IF the CIA or FBI attempted to withhold material he hop|d 

the Congress would be asked to back up the committee with contempt dj- 
tations and “then we could go to the courts.”

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

11-A

MIAMI HERALD

Miami, fla„

Da‘e: 10/8/76
Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

KENNEDY & KING DEATHS
Character:

or -ee^ee^

Classi fication: MIAMI,FLA.
Submitting Office

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-83)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Head of Kennedy-
King probe 
jfwill asHor 

.giant taskforce

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

2-A

MIAMI NEWS

j N.whsun News Servlet

WASHINGTON — The veteran 
I prosecutor hired by the House Se- 
। lect Committee on Assassinations 
to re-investigate the murders of 
President Kennedy and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. is seeking 
permission to form the biggest 
probe team ever assembled by Con­
gress.

A month aft?r he was appointed 
to head congressional investiga­
tions of both the 1963 Kennedy 
slaying and the 1968 King killing. 
Chief Counsel Richard Sprague has 
sized up the unusual task and has 
concluded that a major effort — 
“thorough, orderly and definitive” 
— will require greater money and 
manpower than Congress devoted 
to any of its recent lull-scale inves­
tigations, including the Nixon im­
peachment inquiry', the Senate Wa­
tergate hearings, or the probe of 
abuses by U^. intelligence agen­
cies.

The 51-year-old Sprague, who 
prosecuted hundreds of murder 
cases in the course of a colorful ca­
reer as an assistant district attor­
ney in Philadelphia, also said he is 
seeking authority to use the most 
advanced polygraph (lie detector) 
and voice stress evaluation technol­
ogy in conducting the twin probes,

“If there is to be an investigation 
it ought to be done throughly and 
adequately — or don’t do it at all,” 
Sprague said.

On the day he was interviewed, 
Sprague and a handful of aides had 
bean closeted in a darkened room 
on IhC-third floor of a congressio­
nal office building annex watching

sequences in the film made by by­
stander Abraham Zapruder show­
ing the final seconds in the life of 
President Kennedy as the bullets 
penetrated his neck and head in 
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

Sprague has said he will investi­
gate both the Kennedy and King 
murders from “ground zero,” just 
as he used to do as a prosecutor in 
Philadelphia, when police authori­
ties were under orders to notify 
him at the same time the homicide 
squad was called in cases of mur­
der.

"Of course, being in at ground 
zero then meant tbe bodies were 
still on the scene, not 13 years 
later,” Sprague said, acknowledg­
ing the most obvious handicap fac­
ing the belated congressional inqui- 
ry. But Sprague said his^robe will

4SAMI, FLA.

Date: 11/12/76
Edition:
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review the initial investigations, 
re-examining testimony and evi- 

' dence, in depth and as if for the 
.first time.

The two murders. Sprague said, 
will be investigated simultaneously 
by separate staffs.

‘To do a professional job. I'm 
talking about 170 people, and these 

I are just minimum figures." Spra- 
gce said. “You need a minimum of 

■ 15 lawyers and 25 investigators on 
each case — that's 80 right there. 
Then there should be a polygraph 
team and a stress-evaluation unit to 

'.wqrk in collaboration with both 
■ teams.'1
‘if The impeachment inquiry of ex- 
ri President Nixon in 1973 and 1974 
7! was manned, at its peak, by a 160- 
Imember staff, the Senate Water-

? gate committee needed 100, and. 
. the recent Senate committee on in-

telligence activities required 120 
staffers. - *

“But a murder investigation — 
and these are not one but two mur­
ders here — requires a willingness 
to spend time and go down blind 
alleys and check everything.’’ 
Sprague said. “That’s what you 
have to do if the investigation is 
going to be definitive, if people are 
going to have any confidence in it.

“Look,” he said, holding a sheaf 
of 38 typed pages of questions he 
called "just the threshold ques­
tions" that arose from his review 
of the transcript of the proceedings 
in the Memphis courtroom where 
James Earl Ray, 41, pleaded guilty 
March 10. 1969, to the assassina­
tion of civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King.

Whether Sprague will be able to 
make the kind of painstakingly 
complete investigation of the Ken­
nedy and King killings that would 
shed new light on those tragedies, 
or at least satisfy the critics of ear­
lier, official inquiries, depends on 
the the House of Representatives 
and the new administration of 
Jimmy Carter.

It was on this past Sept. 17 that 
the House, preparing to adjourn, 
voted 280 to 65 to create the 12- 
member Select Committee on As­
sassinations to examine the Kenne-- 
dy and King deaths, and provided 
$150,000 in initial funds.

Sprague was hired by Chairman1 
Thomas Downing (D-Va.) but his 
title will remain “Acting" Chief 
Counsel until he is approved by the' 
full committee, which is scheduled 
to. hold its first organizational 
meeting Monday.
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(Mount Clipping In Spec© Below)

New Probe of 
Assassinations 
Gets Started

WASHINGTON — (AP) — The 
House Committee on Assassina­
tions will subpena an FBI memo­
randum indicating Lee Harvey Os-

gressional staffs

wald told
Cuban officials 
he planned to 
kill President 
John F. Kenne­
dy, Chairman 
Thomas Down­
ing (D. Va.) 
said Monday.

Meanwhile, 
the 12-member 
committee 
made plans to 
hire one of the 
largest con­

ever. to conduct
simultaneous investigations into 
the Kennedy assassination and the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Chief counsel Richard A. Spra­
gue said he would hire 170 staff 
members.

Downing said he was aware of 
the memo only through news re­
ports.

KENNEDY WAS fatally shot 
Norr22r-; 963 in Dallas. TtiaJtar- 
ren Commission concluded that Os­
wald. acting alone, killed him.

The source who claimed to have 
seen the memo also said he was 
virtually certain it had been pro­
vided to the Warren Commission in 
1964. However, members of the 
Warren Commission staff ques­
tioned by reporters said they had 
no recollection of such a memo.

Oswald visited the Cuban em­
bassy in Mexico City on Sept. 27, 
1963, two months before the Ken­
nedy slaying, in an apparent effort 
to obtain a visa to travel to Cuba.

, THE HOUSE committee Monday 
held a brief public session, con­
firming Sprague as chief counsel. 
He is a former government prose­
cutor who obtained a murder con­
viction of former United Mine 
Workers president, Tony Boyle, in 
the slaying of a rival.

The panel also agreed to form 
two subcommittees, one headed by 
Rip. Richardson Preyer (D., N.C) 
to investigate the Kennedy slaying, 
and the other headed by Delegate 
Whiter Fauntroy (D„ D.C.) to probe 
the MGS King slaying.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

19-A

J4IAMI HERALD

_KL AMI, FLA .

THOSE REPORTS quoted in­
formed sources as saying the infor­
mation about Oswald’s statements 
to Cuban officials in Mexico City 
was reported to the late FBI Direc­
tor J. Edgar Hoover by a reliable 
informant who claimed he spoke 
directly with Cuban Premier Fidel 
Castro.

An informed source who claimed 
he had seen the memo said it had 
been provided to a Senate intelli­
gence subcommittee earlier this 
year. He said its significance had 
been discounted.

A Justice Department source 
doubted that the memo avas-turned 
over t«-a-s^ate subcommittee.

Date: 11/16/76

Edition:
Author:
E di t or:
Title:

KENNEDY & KING
Character: ASSASSINATIONS 

or 105-8342 &

Classification: 44—1854

Submitting Office MIAMI , FLA# 
[ ] Being Investigated

4 4 -\ %s S^^ 80
SEARCHU)~
SERIAL IZS^ffiX- F,lt0 "

NOV 1 6 1976

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

King-Death
Documents
Destroyed?

WASHINGTON — (AP) — Tile 
House Assassination Committee Is 
investigating an unconfirmed re­
port that documents relating to the 

1 murder of Dr. Martin Luther King 
have been destroyed. Chief Counsel 
Richard Sprague said Tuesday.

And knowledgeable sources con­
firmed that the Warren Commis­
sion and Senate investigators had 
seen an FBI memo indicating that 
Lee Harvey Oswald told Cuban of­
ficials he planned to kill President 
John F. Kennedy.

Meanwhile, the 12-member 
panel investigating the deaths of 
King and President Kennedy autho­
rized the issuance of what Sprague 
called "quite a few" subpenas. He 
refused to disclose to whom the 

j subpenas would be directed or 
I what they would request.

SPEAKING WITH reporters 
(after a closed meeting of the com­
mittee, Sprague said the informa­
tion about the missing document 
was uncovered by staff investiga­
tors in Memphis, where King was 
killed in 1968.

Sprague cautioned that the infor­
mation was "completely unveri­
fied.” He said he had not yet deter­
mined that the documents had. in 
fact, been destroyed or that they 
related to the King murder.

Sprague’s comment appeared 
considerably more cautious than 
his earlier statement about the 
missing documents.

I
t After a morning session, Sprague 
told reporters that the document 
were "relevant to our investiga­
tion" and that "I have been advisee 
that the destruction has been sin^ 
it was announced (in September) 
that this committee would he in­
vestigating” iha Kinff and Kennedy 
slayings.

.-ADMINISTRATION aigL—COB# 
gressional sources made the disclo­
sure concerning the FBI memo on 
Oswald in reaction to news reports 
that the memo had only recently 
been discovered in Justice Depart­
ment files.

In contrast to those news ac­
counts, an Associated Press report 
quoted an informed source Satur­
day as saying the memo had been 
provided to the Senate intelligence 
subcommittee which earlier this 

ear investigated certain aspects #f 
he Kennedy slaying.

The information volunteered try 
he sources, who declined to Ig 
dentified, did not explain why the 

Warren Commission had not at­
tached more significance to the 
memo, which was described as a 
June 17, 1964, letter from then-FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover to Lee J. 
Rankin, head of the Warren Com­
mission staff.

The Hoover letter quoted a reli­
able informant as saying Oswald 
told Cuban embassy officials .in 
Mexico City he planned to till 
Kennedy. The informant claimed! to 
hive learned this directly frem 
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro. ’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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CLEAR

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

FOR INFORMATION OF RECIPIENTS, AT THE CLOSE OF THE 94TH 

CONGRESS, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CREATED A SELECT 

COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS TO INVESTIGATE THE DEATHS OF JOHN 

F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THIS COMMITTEE AND THE 

OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, HAVE 

REACHED AN AGREEMENT STIPULATING THAT ALL COMMITTEE REQUESTS 

FOR ACCESS TO FBI FILES AND PERSONNEL WILL BE MADE, IN WRITING 

TO THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS.

IT IS NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

STAFF HAVE SOUGHT ON THEIR OWN TO INTERVIEW DEPARTMENTAL

EMPLOYEES KNOWLEDGEABLE REGARDING THE KENNEDY AND KING INVESTI­

GATIONS. UIMILAR EFFORTS MAY BE DIRECTED TOWARD FBI FIELD OFFICES

^ F? -
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AND HEADQUARTERS PERSONNEL. IF SUCH CONTACTS OCCUR, YOU ARE

INSTRUCTED TO REFER THE CONTACTING HOUSE COMMITTEE OFFICIAL TO

THE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS OF THE DEPARTMENT OR TO 

FBIHQ. ATTEMPTS BY THE COMMITTEE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION THROUGH 

YOUR PERSONNEL OR ANY OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE HOUSE 

SELECT COMMITTEE SHOULD BE FURBISHED PROMPTLY TO FBIHQ, ATTENTION 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, 

FOR YOUR FURTHER INFORMATION, IN THE EVENT PERSONNEL 

ARE CONTACTED FOP PURPOSE OF INTERVIEW OR TESTIMONY, REFER TO 

MY LETTER, CUMBER 1-75, DATED MAY 28, 1975, CAPTIONED "MEMORANDUM 

TO ALL EMPLOYEES; REl INTERVIEWS OF FBI EMPLOYEES." THIS 

MEMORANDUM DETAILS EMPLOYEE RESPONSIBILITY REGARDING DISCLOSURE 

OF INFORMATION AS OUTLINED IN THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, 

AND THE FBI EMPLOYEE AGREEMENT, WHICH REQUIRE APPROPRIATE 

AUTHORITY BEFORE FURNISHING INFORMATION, TESTIMONY OR RECORD 

MATERIAL.

RECIPIENTS ARE ALSO REMINDED THAT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

OUR DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND RECORDS PROGRAM, RECORDS 

POSSESSING EVIDENTIARY, INTELLIGENCE OR HISTORICAL VALUE, JVCH 

AS THE KENNEDY AND KING ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATIONS ARE
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EXCLUDED FROM THE FILE DESTRUCTION PROGRAM AND CANNOT BE 

DESTROYED.

ALL LEG ATS ADVISED SEPARATELY

EFMZE"8. 6,-
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Kennedy-King 
counsel advises
(against FBI, CIA!

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

& Newhouse News Service
(WASHINGTON — CongresS 

Wpuld be foolish to use FBI and 
CIA agents to reinvestigate the 
murders of President John F. Ken­
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., says Richard Sprague, chief 
counsel of the House Select Com­
mittee on Assassinations. He is 
seeking a $6.5-miliion "first-year" 
budget to hire his own men for the 
job.

The FBI and CIA activities in 
connection with the original inves­
tigations of both assassinations will 
themselves be under investigation 
in the new House probe, Sprague 
told the committee.

S
The panel voted unanimously 
esterday to approve Sprague’^ 
udget, which calls for a 170-mem- 
er staff — the biggest investi ga­
ve staff ever assembled by a con-j 

gressionai committee — and then 
asked the veteran prosecutor to re­
peat his justifications to the full 
House Democratic Caucus. Mem­
bers will vote on the budget appro­
priation sometime in January or 
February.

Sprague, hired after the House 
voted to reinvestigate the assassi­
nations, said he has received "the 
fullest cooperation” thus far from 
ail federal agencies. But, he said, 
the money-saving custom of bor­
rowing investigative personnel 
from these agencies to help Con­
gress make an investigation-vwrald 
naubs appropriate in these cases.

This investigation comes in o 
being in part because of a feelii g 
that the investigations that ha 'e 
existed heretofore have perha is 
mot been as thorough or as com­
plete or as definitive as they might 
have been,” Sprague said. “Ques­
tions have arisen with regard to 
whether or not certain agencies in 
the executive branch of govern­
ment involved in the previous in­
vestigations had' their, own inter­
ests to some extent involved in the
Investigation and therefore did not 
quite disclose fully what perhaps 
should have been previously dis­
closed.”

Sprague said he had in mind 
such things as the CIA assassina­
tion plot to get Cuban Premier 
I Idel Castro, the destruction of at 
1 ast a document (concerning Os| 
i ’aid) by an FBI agent, and the anil 
raosity of the former director o; 
the FBI (the late J. Edgar Hoover) 
toward Dr. King.

"If you do not want to do it 
thoroughly, then back off,” Spra­
gue warned the House Democrats. 
He repeated his insistence that $6.5 
million is a "bare-bones" figure 
that cannot be reduced without 
making the investigation less than 
adequate.

“Give us that much and we can
do it,” he said. “Don’t cut us.

"The previous investigative ef­
forts, without regard to whether 
tne conclusions were right lor 
wrong, appear in some instances' 
ni}t to have been as thorough 'as 

y perhaps ought to have been.”
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. “The ^ost of the investigation is 
high,Tl Sprague agreed. But he 
pointed out that the FBI spent 
more than $2 million during the 
first three months of the investiga­
tion of the kidnaping of Patricia 
Hearst. He said he noticed that the 
Navy recently dropped a $14-mil- 
lion airplane off the deck of a car­
rier into the ocean and spent more 
than $2 million to fish it out.

An important area of the budget, 
Sprague emphasized, is the 
$155,000 for “consultant services." 

“There is a need in these investi­
gations that we obtain our own in­
dependent experts which include 
the medical and ballistics experts, 
fingerprinting, handwriting, docu­
ment analysis, the people who ex­
amine fiber, hair, clothing; neutron 
activation analysts, voice print e& 
parts, electronics experts and e» 
parts to examine photographs and 
negatives.”
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Ray Is Turned 
Down in Effort

To Withdraw!
His Guilty Plea

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

20-A
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ar From H.r.ld Wire Swvicm

I WASHINGTON - The SupremJ 
(Court Monday rejected efforts bd 
names Earl Ray to withdraw hi? 
guilty plea in the 1968 assassina­
tion of Martin Luther King Jr. in 
Memphis.

After holding Ray's appeal for 
an unusually long time on its dock­
et, the justices turned it down 
without comment.

Ray, who is serving a 99-year 
sentence for the King murder, has 
been saying that two lawyers in­
fluenced him to plead guilty be­
cause they had a financial interest 
in a book planned by author Wil­
liam Bradford Huie.

Ray now says he is innocent.
In February 1975. U.S. District 

Judge Robert M. McRae ruled that 
Ray failed to establish that the 
lawyers and their investigator 
{ailed to properly investigate ana 

resent Ray’s case, or that the cast 
/as prejudiced by possible conflii 
f interest.
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

Few Believe Kennedy, 
, King Were Killed by 
' Lone, Assassins """

• i) As the House Select Committee on Assassi- 
‘tations begins its investigations, the over­
whelming majority of Americans believes that 
others besides Lee Harvey Oswald were in­
volved in the assassination of President John 
Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

In the latest survey, 80 per cent think others 
‘were involved, while only 11 per cent think Os­
wald acted alone. Nine per cent do not express 
'an opinion. .
‘ Persons with a college background, while 
• overwhelmingly of the opinion that some form 
'of conspiracy was involved, are less inclined to 
Jhold this view than are persons with less than a 
• college background. -

APPROXIMATELY one-half of the survey 
•.respondents who believe others were involved 
did not name a specific group. Among those 
who did, however. Cuba or Castro were men- 
tinned most often. Other responses frequently 
given are “the Mafia," "Communists.” and the

•mA- .| The same survey also shows that few Am'er- 
leans believe that James Earl Ray acted on his 
own in the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in Memphis on April 4, 1968. Only1 18 
per cent hold this view, while 69 per cent think 

■ others were involved and 13 per cent do not ex­
press an opinion._______________ • _

An investigation into the assassinations re­
cently was launched by the newly established 

• House Select Committee on Assassinations — 
,the sixth to be conducted on a large scale by 
^government officials since Kennedy was assas- 
isinated. .'
, Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel of the 
.House committee, recently told Congress that 
the re-investigation of the deaths of Kennedy 
and King would cost more than $13 million.

. ONE WEEK after the Kennedy assassina­
tion. a large majority of Americans expressed 

'doubts that Oswald had acted alone. A survey 
taken three years later (in January 1967) indi­
cated that these doubts had not been resolved. 
It was. therefore, evident that the report of the 
Wjarceti Commission had failed to convince 
many Americans that Oswald alone wqgjxgigQn- 
sible. .
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TO ALL SACS ROUTINE

CLEAR

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE NOVEMBER 24, 1976.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE SET FORTH THE FACT THAT THE 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSC) HAS BEEN 

CREATED BY THE NINETY-FOURTH CONGRESS TO INVESTIGATE THE

DEATHS OF JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

IN CONNECTION WITH THE HSC INVESTIGATION THE UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS INSTRUCTED THE BUREAU TO MAKE AVAIL­

ABLE, FOR REVIEW BY THE HSC STAFF INVESTIGATORS, ALL MATERIAL 

REGARDING THE JOHN F, KENNEDY ASSASSINATION AND MARTIN LljTHER 

KING, JR., ASSASSINATION AS WELL AS CLOSELY RELATED CASES.

IN ORDER TO PREPARE FOR THE HSC REVIEW, YOU ARE REQUESTED

/^^ A*^^ / ^Jl
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page tw <62-117290 clear

to prepare an inventory of all materials available in your 
OFFICE REGARDING THE CASES SET FORTH BELOW. IT IS NOTED THAT 

BUREAU TEPETYPE DATED DECEMBER 9, 1975, TITLED "MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR.," BUREAU FILE 100-106670, YOU VERE REQUESTED TO . 

INVENTORY ALL PERTINENT MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THE MARTIN LuTHER 

KING, JR., ASSASSINATION. 3, $8, THEREFOREKF NOT NECESSARY FOR 

FIELD OFFICEH AND LEGATS TO REINVENTORY THAT MATERIAL AT THIS TIME.

FILES TO BE INCLUDED IN YOUR CURRENT INVENTORY ARE I

(I) THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY

•JOVEMBER 22, 1963

00t DALLAS BUREAU FILE 62-109 0 60

(?) LEE HARVEY OSWALD

IS - R - CUBA 

oo i Dallas 

(3) MARINA N. OSWALD

IS - R

S09IR 

(4) JACK RUBY

LET HARVEY OSWALD 

CIVIL RIGHTS

BUREAU FILE 105-82555

BUREAU FILE 100-126032

VICTIM 

BUREAU FILE 44-24016

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(9) PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION ON THE ASSASSINATION OF 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY (WARREN COMMISSION) 

BUREAU FILE 6?-I09S90

IN PREPARING FIELD OFFICE INVENTORIES FOR ALL MAIN 

FILES RELATING TO ABOVE, THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC ITEMS MUST 

BE INCLUDEDf (A) FIELD OFFICE FILE NUMBER* INCLUDING OFFICE 

PREFIX* (9) TITLE AND CHARACTER OF FILE* (C) VERY BRIEF 

DESCRIPTION OF FILE CONTENTS, INCLUDING WHETHER IT CONTAINS 

ANY TAPED, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS AND/OR TRANSCRIPTS, 

PHOTOGRAPHS, BULKY EXHIBITS AND ANY OTHER SIMILAR MATERIAL 

WHICH IS IN ADDITION TO ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE. IF ANY OF 

THE ABOVE (TAPES, ETC.) IS NOTED, VERY BRIEFLY DESCRIBE. 

INCLUDE STATEMENT DESCRIBING ALL SUBFILES RELATING TO THE 

MAIN FILE* (DL ACCOUNT FOR SIWE/SCOPE OF FILE AND RELATED 

MATTERS. FOR EXAMPLE, INDICATE NUMBERS OF SECTIONS AND 

SERIALS IN FILE* VOLUME OF LOGSZTRAMSCRIPTS AND BULKY 

EXHIBITS* ETC.

IT IS FURTHER NOTED THAT IN REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE 

OF NOVEMBER 24, 1976, YOU WERE REMINDED OF THE FACT THAT 

RECORDS POSSESSING EVIDENTIARY, INTELLIGENCE OR HISTORICAL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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VALUE SUCH AS THE KENNEDY AND KING ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATIONS 

ARE EXCLUDED FROM OUR DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND RECORDS 

PROGRAM AND SHOULD NOT BE DESTROYED.

YOU ARE, THEREFORE, INSTRUCTED TO REPLY BY TELETYPE 

SETTING FORTH YOUR INVENTORY REGARDING THE ABOVE LISTED JOHN F. 

KENNEDY ASSASSINATION FILES. IN ADDITION, YOU ARE REQUESTED 

TO ADVISE WHETHER ANY MATERIAL RELATIVE TO THE MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JRMN ASSASSINATION (MURKIN) AND THE ABOVE LISTED FILES 

RELATED TO THE JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION MAY HAVE BEEN 

DESTROYED UNDER THE DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND RECORDS PROGRAM. 

IF SO, INCLUDE A LISTING OF SAID FILES. THE HANDLING OF THIS 

MATTER MUST BE UNDERTAKEN IMMEDIATELY AND GIVEN THE HIGHEST 

PRIORITY. SUTEL YOUR RESULTS ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 

DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT.

ALL LEGATS ADVISED SEPARATELY.

BT
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FM MIAMI (62-6603) P 

TO DIRECTOR IMMEDIATE 

BT 

CLEAR

ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION, 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT

HOUSE SELLECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS, BUFILE: 62-117290.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE DATED JANUARY 6, 1977. 

(1) (A) MIAMI FILE 89-35 (B) ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT

JOHN F. KENNEDY, NOVEMBER 23, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS (C) FILE 

CONSISTS OF MEMORANDA, TELETYPES, AND AIRTELS, REPORTING 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION BY THE MIAMI OFFICE. ALL PERTINENT 

INFORMATION IN THIS FILE HAS BEEN FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU 

AND DALLAS. FILE CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 

LOGS, OR TRANSCRIPTS. FILE CONTAINS NO PERTINENT PHOTOGRAPHS 

OR OTHER EXHIBITS MOT DESCRIBED IN COMMUNICATIONS TO DALLAS 

OR THE BUREAU. 

5A Miami (1 - 62-6603) //
W/- 44-1854) /
(1 - 89-35) Q//7
(1 - 105-8342) r 7
(1 - 62-5234)
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(2) (A) MIAMI FILE 105-8342 (B) LEE HARVEY OSWALD, 

INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - CUBA (C) THIS FILE HAS 17 

VOLUMES CONTAINING A TOTAL OF 2,406 SERIALS. IN ADDITION 

VOLUME ONE HAS AN EXHIBIT SECTION CONTAINING 26 SERIALS, 

NAMELY PHOTOGRAPHS. THE CASE FILES CONTAIN TELETYPES, 

AIRTELS, LETTERS, REPORTS, FD-302S AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES. 

IT IS ESTIMATED THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES MAKE UP AT LEAST 

ONE THIRD OF THE TOTAL SERIALS. ALSO THERE ARE NUMEROUS 

SERIALS CONTAINING RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION UNDER THE 

CAPTION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. FILE 

CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, AND/OR 

TRANSCRIPTS.

(3) MIAMI HAS NO MAIN FILE ON MARINA N. OSWALD.

(4) (A) MIAMI FILE 44-1412 (B) JACK RUBY; LEE HARVEY 

OSWALD - VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS. (C) THIS FILE HAS BEEN 

DESTROYED UNDER THE DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND RECORDS 

PROGRAM.

(5) (A) MIAMI FILE 62-5234 (B) THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION 

ON THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY (C) THIS FILE 

CONSISTS OF THREE AIRTELS FROM THE BUREAU AND SEVERAL N0N-
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PERTINENT NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS REGARDING THE WARREN COMMISSION

THE FILE CONTAINS NO TAPES, LOGS, OR TRANSCRIPTS AND HAS NO 

EXHIBIT SECTION*

NO MATERIAL RELATIVE TO ANY OF THE ABOVE FILES HAVE

BEEN DESTROYED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF NUMBER FOUR (4) ABOVE. 

BT
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FM CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P) ,

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY

MEMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY

MIAMI PRIORITY

SAN JUAN PRIORITY

BT

CLEAR“-EAR M <W
J™- 1^-1854* PS-MMS^ X-£E£

RE CHARLOTTE TELEPHONE CALL TO BUREAU, JANUARY 28, 1977.

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU AND RECEIVING OFFICES, ON
O

JANUARY 28, 1977, DR. EUGENE V. GRACE, FYE SURGEON, 911

NORTH BROAD STREET, DURHAM, N. C. , WHO ALSO OPERATES MOORE

PUBLISHING COMPANY, 907 NORTH BROAD ST., RE PORT EI)/RECEIPT OF x „
/ fa~ VW

TELEPHONE CONTACT JANUARY 27, 1977, FROM OTIS ^OORF, LOMAS S NM**7

VERDES NUMBER 40, SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO, TEL^HONE NUMBER___ 

78^-4533, OFFERING BOOKS BY MOORE FOR PUBLICATION.' MOORE I A

IDENTIFIED SELF AS RETIRED U. S. MASTER SERGEANT AND STATED /\ y

JAN 2JJ977

I—MIAMI 1 if

^A^)
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