
PACE 170 SE 44-371 CLEAR

WHILE ASSIGNED AS INVESTIGATIVE REPORTED WITH WMPS RADIO, 

Mi PHIS, TENNESSEE, AMD ALSO WHILE WORKING ON THE YaBLONSKI 

MURDER CASES IE KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. LAMONICA PRESENTLY 

RE-IDES 31022 - 43TH AVENUE SW, FEDERAL WAY, WASHINGTON.

LA-OCICA INDICATED HE HAS BEEN WORKING ON CAPTIONED CASE

ADD ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT PREVIOUS BELIEVE OF THE EXISTENCE OF 

"RAOUL" THEORY AS POSED BY JAMES EARL RAY, HE NOW HAS DEVELOPED

I ^ATI.'C INDICATING THAT RAOUL” IS ACTUALLY (X) RAOUL SANTIAGO 

ESTEJO AHTINEZ (X), AND THAT WITH THE COOPERATION OF RAY’S 

ATTORNEY, JACK KERSHAW, HE,, LAMONICA, IS TO MEET WITH MARTINEZ 

THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY (X) CLIFF ANDREWS (X), WHO SUPPOSEDLY

. SERVED PRISON TIME* WITH RAY.

LA UZICA .URTHER INDICATED THAT WHEN THIS INFORMATION BREAKS 

IT WILL CAUSE CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY AND HE HAS ALREADY BEEN 

CONTACTED SY THREE 1AJ0R NETWORKS AND LEAVES THURSDAY MORNING 

TO Z INTERVIEWED EY THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER AT LANTANA, FLORIDA, 

WHERE HE WILL RETURN TO SEATTLE POSSIBLY ON FRIDAY. HE SAID 

APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKENDS AGO HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY TWO INVESTI- 

ATORS JA/.ES MORIARTY CPH) , AND GILBERT FROM THE HOUSE SELECT
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PAGE THREE SE 44-371 CLEAR

C TITLE OU ASSIMILATIONS WHO INDICATED THEY WOULD BE SUBPOENAING 

LA JLICA IN TEE NEAR FUTURE. AT THE TIME OF THIS INTERVIEW 

LA. MICA DID NOT HAVE THE AFOREMENTIONED INFORMATION ON RAOuL 

ARiIM_. MARTINEZ REPORTEDLY INDICATED HE WILL TESTIFY ABOUT 

CAPTIONED CASE IF HE CAN BE GRANTED IMMUNITY FROM PROSECUTION.

LA .MICA'S PURPOSE IN CONTACTING SEATTLE FBI WAS TO 

XPRESS CONCERF FOR THE SAFETY OF HIS TWO DAUGHTERS, DEBORAH 

A —LA AGi 7, AND DANA EDNA AGE 6, WHO RESIDE WITH HIS PARENTS 

Al 4H7 . RICHARDSON, PASCO, WASHINGTON, TEL. 5 4 7-79 35.

REASON F R HIS CONCERN IS THAT HE HAD HEARD INDIRECT^ THAT A NEW 

RLLANS " IT AN" RAFAEL MARTINEZ (NO RELATION TO RAOUL MARTINEZ) 

WOULD CAUSE HIM OR HIS FAMILY A LOT OF TROUBLE IF THE STORY BREAKS. 

HL SAID HIS JEW SOURCE TOLD HIM OF A CONFIDENTIAL MEMO 

ELIEVEC . R • . DALLAS, TEXAS, PD OR SO TO NEW ORLEANS IN WHICH 

ARTIL - . WAS DESCRIBED AS A VERY EXPERIENCED HITMAN.

LA : .ICA ADVISED BY SAC OF THE WITNESS PROTECTION PRO- 

. .<A AN? THAT HE SHOULD PROBABLY NOTIFY INVESTIGATORS FOR SELECT 

COl/lTUE OF 'HIS FEARS BUT TO CHECK WITH THIS OFFICE UPON 

.I RETURN THIS COMING FRIDAY.
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.'M SEATTLE (44-37!)

T DIRECTOR (44-38c6D ROUTINE

KEAHIS ROUTINE

MIAMI ROUTINE

ST

CLEAR

v< URKIN

REEUTEL JUNES, 1977.

■ E TEL iECEIVED AFTER KEITH ERNES LAMONICA TELEPHONICftLLY

OTACI> SAC SEATTLE EVENING OF JUNE 2, 1977* FROM CHICAGO* 

ILLINOIS, WHERE ri_ WAS BETWEEN PLANES EN ROUTE TO FLORIDA. 

LAFJNICA WILL Sc STAYING AT PALM BEACH HAWAII HOTEL, PALM 

.EACH, L0R1DA, FOR NEXT SEVERAL DAYS OR CAN BE REACHED 

THROUGH NATIONAL ENQUIRER Al LANTANA, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE 

3 5-5LC-1111.

ALL BACKGROUND INFORMATION BEING FURNISHED TO MIAMI BY 

. ACSI! IL. WITH REQUEST FOR MAMI TO CONTACT LAMQNICA FRIDAY,

JUNE . , 1977, ACCORDING TO BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS.
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FBI
TRANSMIT VIA:

ED-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) 
*

| | Facsimile 
□ Airtel

PRECEDENCE: 
| | Immediate 
□ Priority 
^^Routine

CLASSIFICATION:

□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ E F T 0
J^CLEAR

n... 6/3/77

11
IS

FM MIAMI (44-1854) RUC

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE

DALLAS ROUTINE

KNOXVILLE ROUTINE

MEMPHIS ROUTINE

NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE

SEATTLE (44-371) ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MURKIN.

REBUTEL TO SEATTLE, JUNE 3, 1977.

ON JUNE 3, 1977, KEITH ERNEST LAMONICA LOCATED PALM 

BEACH HAWAIIAN MOTEL, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, AND AT THIS TIME 

MADE AWARE OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

REGULATIONS CONCERNING WITNESS PROTECTION. THIS INFO IN­

CLUDED WHOM HE SHOULD CONTACT IN EVENT HE DESIRES OR IS 

ELIGIBLE FOR PROTECTION AND THE THREE CONDITIONS NECESSARY
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ED-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) •
•

" TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 
□ Facsimile
| } Airtel

FBI

PRECEDENCE:
□ Immediate
□ Priority
[~~| Routine

CLASSIFICATION:

□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
□ CONFIDENTIAL
□ E F T 0
□ CLEAR j

Date ___________________ [

PAGE TWO MM MU-185U CLEAR 

TO QUALIFY.

LAMONICA ADVISED THAT WHILE HE HAS SOME CONCERN FOR 

PROTECTION, HIS MAIN INTEREST IS TO DETERMINE IF RAFAEL 

MARTINEZ, AN ALLEGED "HIT MAN" IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, 

DOES ACTUALLY POSE A THREAT TO HIM. LAMONICA WAS ADVISED 

THAT NO SUCH DETERMINATION COULD BE MADE AND HE STATED HE 

IS PROBABLY GOING TO NEW ORLEANS IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS 

AND WILL PURSUE THIS LOCALLY; HOWEVER, CLAIMED HE WOULD 

PROBABLY CONTACT FBI AT NEW ORLEANS WHILE THERE. LAMONICA 

CONTENDED HIS INVESTIGATION INTO CAPTIONED MATTER HAS PRO­

DUCED NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND THAT HE INTENDS TO PURSUE 

HIS INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION. 

BT

Approved: ______________________ Transmitted __________________________Per -----------------------------
(Number) (Time)
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(Mount Clipping In Spoce Below)

EMew JFK, King assassination 
grpbe appearsto be a flop

] WASHINGTON — The House Select Committee 
oi Assassinations, in operation for eight months, has 
come up with virtually no new information or evi­
dence on the deaths of President John F. Kennedy .or 
the Martin Luther King Jr., a well-placed committee 
source claims.

I
 And the committee has discovered that much of 
the “new information” on which Congress based its 
decision to reopen the investigations is in error, ac­
cording to the source.

An examination by The New York Times has de­
termined that Mark Lane, author and lecturer, provid­
ed most of the "new leads" on the basis of his pub­
lished works.

Moreover, according to several officials familiar 
' with the genesis and scope of the committee's investi­

gation — and Lane himself — Lane was the primary 
force behind forming the committee and was the ar­
chitect of the direction the investigation should take.

Lane, a former New York state legislator, failed 
fcY two years in his attempts to get Congress to re­
open an investigation into Kennedy's death.

But early last year he began looking into 'Kind’s 
d^ath and persauded the civil rights leader's widcw 
Coretta to solicit support from the Congressional 
Black Caucus for a reinvestigation of both assassin^-; 
tions.

Shortly after such an investigating committee had 
been formed, Lane and comedian Dick Gregory began 
work on a book about King and his assassination.

The book, "Code Name Zorro." was published re­
cently — at about the time the committee, according ' 
to minutes of one of its executive sessions, was seek-- 
ing favorable public and congressional reaction to its 
request for funds.

From the committee’s inception, staff members ac- ? 
knowledge, Lane's books, theories and private investi-- 
gations have provided the "working manuals" and the 
“working hypotheses" for the investigation.

Internal problems that resulted in the resignations 
of committee chairman Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.) 
and chief counsel Richard Sprague had delayed the ac­
tive investigation phase of the committee s work until' 
the “past two or three weeks," the committee source 
said.

This was true, the source said, even though the 
committee issued a report March 28 saying it was pur- 
sijlug_lJlgw leads" and had processed "new-fTTfurma-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

^A

_NIaKI NE..S

_MIA1-I,FLh.

/cc ' ^H^^^

Date: 6-6—77

Edition:

Author:

Editor:Tm.; martin luther kin

Character:
or 44-1854*

deification:
Submitting Office: 1--LAI A , r .43| Being Investigated
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Medal of Freedom to Be Given 
v Dr. Salk, Martin Luther King

PRESIDENT CARTER Monday announced 
he is awarding the presidential Medal of 
Freedom to Martin Luther King Jr., "the 
conscience of his generation," and to Dr. 
Jonas E. Salk, whose vaccine wiped out 
polio epidemics.

The announcement of the medals, the gov­
ernment's highest civil award for meritori­
ous contributions to the nation, was timed 
for Independence Day. The actual medals 
will be presented to Salk and posthumously 
to King at a future White House ceremony.

The King citation read in part:
"Martin Luther King Jr. was the con- 

sciaice of his generation. A Southerner, a 
blast man, he gazed upon the great wall of 
segJsgation and saw that the power of love 
could bring it down.

"From the pain and exhaustion of his 
fight to free all people from the bondage of 
separation and injustice, he wrung his elo­
quent statement of his dream of what Amer­
ica could be ...

"His life Informed us, his dreams sustain 
us yet."

The citation to Salk read:
"Because of Dr. Jonas E. Salk, our coun­

try is free from the cruel epidemics of po­
liomyelitis that once struck almost yearly. 
Because of his tireless work, untold hun­
dreds of thousands who might have been 
crippled are sound in body today.

“These are Doctor Salk’s true honors, and 
there is no way to add to them. This Medal 
of Freedom can only express ourlgratitude, 
and our deepest thanks."

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

_^A

-MIAMI HERALD

MIAMI. FLA.

Dat.: 7-5-77

Edition:

Author:

Editor:
tiu.. MARTIN L. KING

Character:
or 44—If? 54$

Classification:
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honored
President Carter wilt

Salk

award the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian 
award, to the late Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Dr. Jonas Salk. The citation 
said King, the civil rights 
leader who was murdered in 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, 
“was the conscience of his

generation ... a southerner, a black man, 
he gazed upon the great wall of segregation 
and saw that the power of love could bring 
it down." The award to Salk reads;
"Because of Dr, Jonas E. Salk, our country 
is free from the cruel epidemics of . 
boliomyelilis that once struck almost 
nearly."

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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__MIAMI NEWS
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Date: 7-5-77

Edition:

Author:

“nT MARTIN L. KING

Character: , j,
ot 44-1854*

edification:
Submitting Office: H-bn-lix,

| | Being Investigated, f^ ^y^ —T/?
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Polygraph Tests Indicate, 
Ray Killed King.

azine Says
^==6yim Herald Wlri StrviCTT^ ^

CHICAGO — A lie detector, test 
indicates James Earl Ray killed Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and acted 
alone, Playboy Magazine inter­
viewers said Monday in a story 
prepared for the magazine’s Sep­
tember issue.

The polygraph test was the first 
Ray has taken since he was arrest­
ed June 8, 1968, Playboy said. It 
said the questioning was done at 
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary in 
Iennessee June 22.

The key sequence is:

Did you kill Martin Luther Kin[

Ray: No.

kill Martin Luther King Jr.?
Ray: No.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

14- A

Do you know for sure who killed 
Martin Luther King Jr.?

Ray: No.
Officials of John E. Reid and As­

sociates, the polygraph firm that 
handled the test, said Ray's invol­
untary responses indicated he lied.

Did anyone give you any money 
to kill Martin Luther King Jr.?

Ray: No.
The experts said that on the 

basis of the polygraph reading. "He 
is telling the truth on the above 
listed questions.”

Playboy's authors, summarizing 
the findings, said “the polygraph 
tests indicate that Ray did, in fact, 
kill Martin Luther King Jr. and 

at he did so alone.” *
Ray, informed of the results ot 
e examination, was quoted a| 
ying he does not believe lie-del 
ctor tests are accurate.

M1A.. H_RaLD

I J hEl ,FLa.

Date: 3-9-77

KINGRAY
Playboy reported.

"It is the opinion of the examin­
er, based on the subject’s poly­
graph records, that he is not telling 
the truth ...,” they were quoted.

The next sequence is:

Did anyone ask you to kill Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.?

Ray: No.

iBsi^ssi arrange with jayaB&4o

£mRL Ra ^

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

Classification:

Submitting Office: Miami .fu.
2| Being Investigated
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8/31/77

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (62-6603) (C)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS; 
BUREAU DEADLINE 9/23/77

Re Bureau teletype to Miami dated 8/18/77; Miami 
airtel to the Bureau dated 8/3/76.

Pursuant to instructions in referenced teletype, 
the Bureau is being furnished herewith two xerox copies each ' 
of pages of serials with notations not previously forwarded 
to the Bureau in the Miami office file captioned, ” MURKIN, 
Civil Rights (44-1854)," as well as the assassination of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., Racial Matters, file 157-2434 as indicated 
below: v

For ease of identification the first page of the 
appropriate serial is also included.

These are as follows:

Miami 44-1854 Volume 2, Serials 152 page 3, 175 page 2, 
251 page 3, 264 page 2, 299 page 2, Volume 3, Serial 489 page 2, 
Volume 5, Serial 647 page 2.

In addition, the following first pages of serials 
not previously sent to the Bureau by Miami Division are enclosed 
for the Bureau which communications are in Bureau files:

Miami 44-1854, Volume 6, Serials 774, 775, 776, 782, 786, 
737, 788, 789, 791 pages 1 and 2, 792, 803, 304, 813, 315, 816. 
Miami file 157-2434 serials 13, 14, 15, 16.

2 - Bureau (Enc 
3 - Miami

Q - 62-660 
- 44-1854) 

(1 - 157-2434)
DJD/dl )
(5) M

Sv-f--}
II

(/V^Z/JV- F>/
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Also the following serials are enclosed in their 
entirety inasmuch as they have not been previously furnished to 
tile Bureau and are not in the Bureau files:

Miami file 44-1354, Volume 6, Serial 777, 778, 779,
780, 781, 783, 784, 785, 790, 793, 794, 795, 796, 797, 798,
799, 800, 801, 802, 805, 806, 807, 808, 809, 810, 811, 812,
814, 817, 818, 819, 820. The total number of serials are 58.

A review of the exhibits contained in the aforementioned 
files did not disclose any notations.

- 2 -
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN.: SUPERVISOR JAY ALDHIZER)

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (62-6603) (C)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS;
BUDED: 9/23/77

Re Miami telephone conversation with the Bureau 
on 9/20/77; Miami airtel to the Bureau 8/31/77; Bureau teletype 
to Miami dated 8/18/77.

Pursuant to Bureau instructions, enclosed herewith 
are two copies each of the following listed serials from 
Miami Office file captioned, "MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS (44-1854)", 
which are not contained in Bureau files:

Serials 297, 360 and 737..

2 - Bureau (Enc. 6)
(3 - Miami

(1 - 62-6603)
(" 44-1854)
(1 - 157-2434)

DJD:lsp
(5) r

1

1 uvti --j:.r -. -^Z "
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FBI Planned to Spy;
On Assassin's
Family

By JACK ANDERSON - 
United Feature Syndicate

THE FBI, which used electronic 
ulduggery in an effort to discredit 

Martin Luther King Jr., tried to em­
ploy similar illegal 
his murderer.

Long-buried FBI 
documents reveal 
that then-director 
J. Edgar Hoover 
personally ap­
proved a break-in 
and illegal elec- 
taonic bugging 
aimed at innocent 
relatives of James 
Ejiri Ray, who 
was later convict­
ed of killing King.

tactics to catch

AS PART of the overall investi­
gation, code-named MURKIN — an 
acronym for murder and King —la 
iJemo was written which declare!: 
‘Consideration is given to micro­
phone installations on certain prop­
erties of Albert and Carol Pepper," 
the brother-in-law and sister of 
James Earl Ray.

"The proposal,” cautioned the 
memo, "raises a question concern­
ing the legality of any action*taken 
against the subject of this case on 
the basis of information obtained 
Item the microphones." If Riy 
cllled the Peppers and the bugged 
conversations were used to arrdst 
tym, the memo said, Ray "then 
could claim that the surveillance vi-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

7-A

MIAMI HERALD

MIAMI, FLA.

For years, Hoover had conducted 
a vicious smear campaign against 
King. The FBI peddled malicious 
anti-King stories to the press and 
had sent doctored tapes concerning 
King’s personal life to his wife. 
When King was slain in 1968, whis­
pers about possible FBI involvement 
put Hoover under great pressure to 
fiiKi the assassin.

While FBI agents were hot an 
Ray's trail, a May 10, 1968 menfo, 
pjpared for top Hoover aide J. IP. 
Mahr, outlined elaborate illegal 
plans to catch the murderer. * •

Date:11-8-7’
Edition:

Author:

Editor:

T1Uo: MURKIN:

Character:
or J 44-1854* 

Classification: 1 5 “24 34* 
Submitting Office: MIAMI, FLA.
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lolated his right of privacy.” Thisi 
could prejudice the court case] 
against him.

But if certain precautions were I 
taken, the memo continued, “the" 
worst that could happen” is that the 
arfest would be declared illegal. 
Using tortured logic, the document 
insisted that Ray could still be con­
victed despite the FBI lawbreaking.

The FBI plotters bluntly admitted 
that the whole scheme was uncon­
stitutional and a “technical viola­
tion” of the law. “Be aware,” the 
memo warned, “that since this 
search and seizure is unconstitu­
tional as to the Peppers, they have 
at least a theoretical cause of action 
for damages against those who in­
stalled the (bugging) devices by 
trespass.” “Trespass” is FBI lingo 
tor a break-in.

' IF the Peppers sued the FBI an! 
won, the memo insisted, the taxi 
payers would bail them out. "The 
government of the United Stat® 
should surely be willing to pick up 
the tab for any judgment against 
those who installed the micro­
phones,” the memo concluded. At 
the bottom, Hoover scrawled “OK,” 
and added his characteristic "H.” 
Six other FBI officials also initialed 
their approval.

We have been unable to deter­
mine whether the FBI actually bug­
ged or burglarized the Peppers’ 
home. Indeed, assassinations expert 
Harold Weisberg has developed evi­
dence indicating the Justice Depart­
ment vetoed the plan. But inside 
sources insist the FBI did use dubi- 
o& and possible illegal means to 
capture Ray, who later pleaded 
guilty to murdering King and wap 
sentenced to 99 years in prison. J

Footnote: The FBI has acknowl­

edged that abuses occurred in the 
past. Since 1973, however, the pres­
ent director, Clarence Kelley, has 
halted most of these practices, w* 
were unable to reach the Peppers. (
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Congressional Staff 
Interrogates Ray i

PETROS, Tenn. — The stall of 
the House Select Committee on As­
sassinations met with James Earl 
Ray for seven hours Monday and 
agreed to arrange a lie detector test 
for the convicted killer of civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr.

The meeting was the sixth held 
with Ray since March 22 at Brushy- 
Mountain State Prison, where he is 
serving 99 years for pleading guilty 
to the 1968 slaying.

Robert Lehner, spokesman for 
tpe four committee staffers who 
met with Ray, said the lie detector 
test will be given Ray after the cur 
rpnt series of interviews. Another 
interview will be held Dec. 2.

(Mount Clipping In Space Below)
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