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Transmit the following in '

Via ____________

F 8 I

Date:

__________________________________________ I
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority) 
--------------------------------------------------------------- J

AT 44-2386

All receiving offices are requested to check car 
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen 
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider 
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject 
RAY. The same consiceration should be given to any cars 
recovered in the near future that were stolen from the State 
of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those instances where cars were 
stolen from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot 
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted 
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and 
transported same.

ARMED AMD DANGEROUS.

- 2 -

Approved: _——---- ----- .--------------------------- Sent________  M Per_________ __ ____ __
Special Agent in Ctarge
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) ’

F B I

Transmit the following in ________________

via _________ Airtel

-------------A.ASST, DIB. 
Date: 4-2W6-^='-SAC I

(Type in plaintext or code) SAC III
—„^.__SAC IV „ 

TPri^^^F^Tjpvr^

To: SAC'S, New York (44-1609)
Memphis (44-1987)

v/From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re New York airtel 4-19-68, submitting~firrgeT^ 
prints of Joseph Francis Fertitta, FBI #843928F.

The remaining unidentified latent fingerprints 
and the latent impressions in this case are not identical with 
the fingerprints of Fertitta.

No palm prints are available in our Identifica­
tion Division files for Fertitta.

The fingerprints of Fertitta are being tempo­
rarily retained in the Latent Fingerprint Section, Identification 
Division.

Sent Via _______________________________________________M Per __________________________
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0-9 (Hev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via Airtel

To: SAC, New York

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) ———.

MURKIN

Enclosed are two copies of a letter tinted'”''* 
4/15/68, from an individual whose return address was 
shown as 3225 Union Boulevard, East Islip, New Y^fJe?^* 
The letter indicates that the Suffolk telephone directory 
lists the name of Ernest S. Galt.

If not already done, attempt to identify the 
individual listed in the telephone directory and conduct 
necessary investigation to eliminate that person or 
include as a suspect in this case.

correspondent and thereafter, orally acknowledge receipt
You should also attempt to identify the

Sent Via M Per 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Via Airtel________________ _________________________
(Priority/--' — —---- —

To: SAC, New York

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

There are enclosed for New York two copies of 
a letter from Jack L. Douglas which has been referred to 
the Bureau. One copy is enclosed for Memphis.

New York should immediately locate and interview 
Douglas in an effort to identify the individual who was 
riding in his cab with the victim approximately two months 
ago. Unless information in your files would preclude 
doing so, interview that person in an effort to obtain any 
information she may have relating to this case.

Enclosures (2)'<-

1 - Memphis (Enclosure)

Sent Via M Per 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



361 East 56th Street
Brooklyn, N 11203

^im^*

New York Daily Column Inc 
21 Hempstead Avenue 
Lynbrook, N. Y. 11563

Att: Walter Winchell

Dear Mr. Winchell:

I am a New York City cab driver, Hack License 
# 78379.-
About two months ago I picked up Dr. Martin 
Luther King, his aide and a very attractive 
white woman at the International Hotel at 
Kennedy Airport.
I drove King and his aide to LaGuardia Airport. 
When we arrived, Dr, King and his aide left the 
cab with two bags and departed, leaving the 
white woman in the cab for me to drive her to 
a midtown townhouse, (the address which I can’t 
recall now, but can be verified on my trip sheet.) 
When Dr. King left my cab both he and the woman 
fondly embraced, and kissed. ( not fatherly)

Mr, Winchell, if she’had a jealous husband and 
he is the guy, do you think it would be right 
to name Newark Airport after him?

If I can be of any other assistance, please 
contact me.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

J arched, 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

ERNEST STANLEY GALT, 13 Midwood Road, 
Rockville Centre, New York was contacted at the We
above address at which time he furnished the following 
information:

He is President of C-ALT REFRIGERATION INC., 
and he operates his business out of his home.

He reviewed his work records and advised 
that on March 29, 1968 and March 30, 1968, he and one 
of his employees, CARL WEEKS, #5 Driscol Court, Rockville 
Centre, New York, worked all day at the DELWOOD DAIRY, 
170 Saw Mill River Road, Yonkers, New York.

On April 4* 1968, he and one of his employees, 
RAYMOND ESPOSITO, 69 Chestnut Street, Rockville Centre, 
New York, worked all day at the DELWOOD DAIRY, 1295 Marconi 
Blvd., Copiague, New York.

The following is a description of GAIT obtained 
through interview and observation:

Race
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Comp.
Marital Status 
Residence

Summer Home 
Father

White 
9/13/28 
Brooklyn, New York 
5’10” 
185 lbs.
Brown
Grey
Ruddy
Married
13 Midwood Road, 
Rockville Centre, NY 
Fire Island, New York 
Ernest Stanley Galt,Sr., 
born 6/15/95, England, 
Deceased June, 1956.

On L/lC/68^^at Rockville Centro, NY \ File * UI.-16O9 *~* ^^-_____

bY SAS JO SETH TANGEL ^ JOHN J. STARNO Q Dote dieted—^/ll/idL_____________ _

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it end its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

April 10, 1968

Detective JOSEPH INSALACO, Port Authority Police, who 
resides at 166 Lucky Hollow Drive, Paramus, New J^psey, was 
interviewed at the Port Authority ouildirg, La Guardia Airport, 
Queens, Mew York, and furnished the following information:

At approximately 1:50 p.m., April 6, 1968, INSALACO 
received a call from Patrolman FRANK PUCLIESE advising him that 
he had observed an individual who closely resembled the composite 
sketch of the assassin of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. Detective 
INSALACO proceeded from the Port Authority building, La Guardia 
Airport, to the Eastern Airlines Terminal at the airport, where 
he met Patrolman PUGLIESE, who pointed out the individual 
resembling the composite sketch. Detective INSALACO approached 
the individual and identified himself. He asked the individual 
if he would accompany him to the Port Authority building to 
answer some questions. The individual replied that he would be 
willing to do so and would be willing to cooperate with the 
police authorities in any way he could. Detective INSALACO was 
accompanied at the time by Captain THOMAS COFFEE, Lieutenant 
JOHN MAZIONE and Detective EUGENE KELLY. Upon arrival at the 
Port Authority building, the individual, who identified himself as 
JACK C. HAM, was advised by Detective KELLY at approximately 
2:15 p.m. of his right to remain silent, his right to an attorney, 
that anything he said could be taken down and used against him in 
a court of law and that if he did not nave sufficient funds to 
retain an attorney, one would be provided for him by the court. 
HAM advised that he was aware of his rights and would be willing 
to answer any questions posed to him and cooperate in any way ne 
could with the police.

During'the interview with HAM, he advised that he 
was in the process of getting a divorce from his wife. HAM 
advised tint he had arrived on an Eastern Airlines Shuttle from 
Washington, D.C., to La Guardia Airport at approximately 1:35 
p.m., and that while on the plane he might have made comments 
concerning the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING. HAM advised 
Detective INSALACO that he felt there were certain people in 
the United States who should be assassinated, and that he felt 
KING was a traitor to this country and that he (HAM) would 
assassinate KING if ordered to do so by the proper authorities.

- 4/6/68 Queens, New York NY 44-1609-^Cj
0 n_______________________ at_______ :__________  J______________________________ File 4_________________________

. $SA DANNY 0. COULSON/pab „ 4/8/68
“y;_____________________________________ Date dictated___________________________________

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-1609

HAM advised that he was not now and had never been 
a member of any organization plotting the assassination of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. HAM advised Detective INSALACO that he 
may have been in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968, but could 
not remember for sure. EAM advised he had been arrested on 
one occasion for driving while intoxicated in Kansas. HAM 
advised that if three different individuals could show him 
there was a necessity to commit an assassination, that he would 
do so without any feelint of guilt. Detective INSALACO 
advised that HAM appeared to be emotionally unstable and could 
give only a disjointed account of nis whereabouts during the 
oast week. He advised that HAM had no baggage upon his arrival 
at La Guardia and was carry two small airline bags when he 
departed the plane.

INSALACO advised that due to the possible connection 
with the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, he notified the 
rederal Bureau of Investigation concerning the incident with 
JACK C. HAM.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

April 10, 1968

On April 6, 1968, Patrolman FRANK PUGLIESE, who 
resides at 439 7th Street, Brooklyn, New York, Port Authority 
Police, New York. New York, was interviewed at the Port 
Authority building. La Guardia Airport, Queens, New York, and 
furnished the following information:

PUGLIESE advised that he was on duty in the Eastern 
Airlines Terminal of La Guardia Airport at 1:40 p.m when he 
observed an individual in the terminal who bore a resemblence 
to a composite sketch of the assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
This sketch had appeared in the New York "Daily News." PUGLIESE 
was approached by two men who had a copy of the New York "Daily 
News" showing the above sketch. They advised that a passenger 
on the Eastern Airlines Washington, D.C., to New York Shuttle 
resembled the person shown in the composite sketch. They 
identified this individual as being identical with the 
individual PUGLIESE had observed a short time earlier in the 
terminal. They advised PUGLIESE that while on the plane this 
individual made statements that he would commit assassination if 
ordered to do so by the proper authorities, he also stated that 
he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, at the time of the shooting 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, and made numerous statements concerning 
Dr. KING and his assassination. This Individual also stated that 
he might be forced to take his own life. FUGLIESE further 
advised that he obtained a business card from one of the men 
which reflects the following information:

"FIAT-ROOSEVELT MOTORS, INC.
United States Importers-Distributors 
Bernard J. Silveria, Zone Sales Manager 
532 Sylvan Ave. 
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 
Telephone 201 567-9700"

PUGLIESE then approached the individual who resembled 
the composite sketch and asked him to identify himself* This 
individual identified himself as JACK HAM, by showing a Masonic 
order card. PUGLIESE recorded RAM's name and keeping HAM under 
surveillance, telephoned the police desk at the Port Authority 
building at approximately 1:50 p.m

4/6/68 Queens, NY 
On_______________________ at___________________________________________________

^--------  
SA DANNY 0. COULSON/pab by------------------------------------------------------ ______________

F.|ei NY 414-1609ZJ^

Date dictated
4/9/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is loaned to your agency: 

it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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NY 44-1609

Shortly thereafter, at about 1:59 p.m., the following 
officers of the Port Authority Police arrived at the Eastern 
Terminal: Captain THOMAS COFFEE, Lieutenant JOHN MANZIONE, 
Detective JOSEPH INSALACO and Detective EUGENE KELLY. Detective 
INSALACO asked Mr. HAM if he would mind accompanying the 
officers to the Port Authority building to answer some questions. 
Mr. HAM advised that he would be willing to do so and would be 
willing to cooperate in any way that he could with the police 
authorities. PUGLIESE then turned over custody of Mr. HAM to 
Detective INSALACO.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO, 10
MAY IMS EDITION
OSA FPM Ft (41 CFTl) IOI*1L«

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

date: April 17, 1968

FROM SA EDWARD R. CHOKY # 23

subject: MURKIN

On 4/16/68, ARTHUR OTTAIANO, Manager of Octagon Laundry Inc., 
2120 Menahan Street, Queens furnished samples of tapes from Thermo - 
Seal machines with serial numbers 32530 and 32561. Mr. OTTAIANO 
stated tha serial number 32579 has been unoperative for a period of 
time in excess of 2 years. He further stated that numerous parts 
have been Aaken from this machine and placed in the other two mach 
ines.

■WEXEI 
^fLED _

5010-108
Buy U.S, Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

WI*UZzD
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F B I

Date: 4/18/68

Transmit the following in __ PT.ATN TEXT_________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

„ TELETYPE URGENT
Via _________________________ ____________________________________

(Priority)

I 
I 
I
I 
I 
I 
I 
; 
i 
i 
i 
i 

1 
i 
i 

4 
I

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND
SACS, MEMPHIS (44-198?) AND OMAHA ■ 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN.

RE CHICAGO TELETYPE, FOUR SEVENTEEN SIXTY EIGHT; 

RE ADVERTISING DASH SUPERIOR BULK FILM COMPANY.

INQUIRY AT NEW YORK RE POPULAR MECHANICS, SPORTS 

AFIELD AND FIELD AND STREAM FAILED TO REVEAL ANY SUBSCRIBER 

USING THE LAST NAME OF GALT OR GAULT OR THE NAMES HARVEY 

LOWMEYER, HARVEY LOWMYER OR JOHN WILLARD. PREVIOUS INQUIRY 

MADE BY NEW YORK RE MECHANIC ILLUSTRATED AND SCIENCE AND 

MECHANICS.

INQUIRY AT US CAMERA REVEALED THAT THEIR 

SUBSCRIPTION LISTS ARE MAINTAINED BY COWLES COMMUNICATIONS, 

INCORPORATED, ONE ONE ONE TENTH STREET, DES MOINES, IOWA, 

TELEPHONE FIVE ONE FIVE DASH TWO EIGHT FOUR DASH THREE

THOUSAND, IN CARE OF EARL LANBSBERG

1 - New York
1 - Spvr. #23
1 - ADIC MALONE

OEStlac

(3) ^

'/^-/C6^ Jet

Approved:
gent in Charge

Sei

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Date:

Transmit the following in_____________________________  
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via_________________________ ____________________________________ _
(Priority)

NY 44-1609
PAGE TWO

OMAHA AT DES MOINES, IOWA, WILL MAKE CONTACT

WITH COWLES COMMUNICATIONS, INCORPORATED, AND DETERMINE IF 

THERE IS ANY SUBSCRIBER TO US CAMERA USING THE NAME OF ERIC 

STARVO GALT AKA HARVEY LOWMEYER, HARVEY LOWMYER, JOHN WILLARD, 

AND SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEADS.

MAKE NO MENTION INQUIRIES CONCERNING CAPTIONED 

MATTER.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Approved:----------------------------------------------Sent M Per ______________________
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SALTO 6

NEWARK 3

NEW YORK 15

PHILA 5 903 PM EFH

URGENT 4-18-68 EFH

TO ALL SACS (PLAINTEXT)

FROM DIRECTOR IP

MURKIN

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS 

MEDIA IN YOUR TERRITORIES TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT 

REFERENCE TO PHOTOGRAPH OF GALT AND HIS CONNECTION WITH 

THIS CASE. IF NOT ALREADY DONE, PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE 

SHOWN OR DISTRIBUTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER APPROPRIATE 

AGENCIES IN YOUR AREAS TO INSURE THE BROADEST POSSIBLE 

PUBLICATION OF SUBJECT’S PHOTOGRAPH AND BACKGROUND.

OFFICES COVERING POINTS OF ENTRY OR EXIT FROM COUNTRY 1 

INSURE THAT SUBJECT’S PHOTOGRAPH AND BACKGROUND HAVE BEEN / 

WIDELY DISTRIBUTED AND/OR APPROPRIATELY DISPLAYED AND 

THAT STOPS ARE BEING MAINTAINED.

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS

FLIGHTS SHOULD ALSO RENEW STOPS AND DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPHS 

OF SUBJECT APPROPRIATELY. SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END 1^) ^

BA .. .5’2 2$; .) *5$;& Xf- ^ I jo c4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

r
(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

WrienMBW
By WILLIAM FEDERICI

- ANTHONY BUKTON A

Suddenly, the shrouds, of 
mystery and confusion sur- 
rounding the elusive phan-' I \ 
tom known as/ .Eric ^Starvp !

uiM

f

F'

Galt were ripped .apart- yes­
terday.

The man wanted for the murder 
of Dr. Martin Luther." King Jr. 
stood revealed as a man of ' 
many aliases, .a ruthless criminal ’ 
capable of murder for. a price.

An Escapee From Pen ,
The, disco very through a finger­

print c h e c k that Galt was in : 
reality James Earl Ray, an escapee 
from the Missouri State Peniten­
tiary, strengthened theories that ; 

. King had been the victim of a 
paid assassin.

“There is no doubt in my mind : 
that Ray could be a paid assassin,” 
Warden Harold Swensen said. ■

if’

(Indicate'page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

I “He is extremely dangerous, cold- , 
i blooded and ruthless.”
I Additional evidence that Ray
r might have killed for cash came , 
j from Los Angeles, where the j 
r wajited man lived prior to the ; 
f assassination. Witnesses reported , 
I they saw Ray flashing large 
j amounts of money in bars ■ and
r restaurants there.

Attempts to Escape '
The picture of Ray that 

•emerged yesterday showed a 
tough, habituaL criminal, a man. 
who Would resist arrest until he 
was brought down by gunfire, a 
pian who could; not stay out of 
ja.il but had a violent'hatred of 
confinement.

j .In -the .Missouri. jail he was 
given the nickname “The Mole,” 

; because of his frequent-attempts 
j to escape. Twice he was .reported 
I missing, _ only to be discovered 

hiding within the prison walls...;
. ■ phe third attempt wassuce®- 
M On April 23, 1967, Ray -whs 
working in the /bakery, an assign-

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office:

| | Being Investigated

W-I <*o<i'.
1.FILED
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James Earl Ray escaped from state penitentiary in Jefferson City ,Mo.

ment which meant he was under 
close supervision.

Waiting until the guards’ at­
tention was distracted, he slipped 
into a bread basket six feet long' 
and two feet wide. He coverd 
himself with loaves of bread 
which were to be shipped to a 
prison farm.

“A Very Smart Cookie"
When the loaves were carried 

out of the jail, Ray went with 
them. His absence was not dis­
covered for several hours. No 
trace of him was found.

"He was a very smart cookie,” 
said Swenson. “He was tough, 
wiry and very determined to go 
over the wall.

। “Ha would never accept con-

finement. He had to be out. . . 
free to do whatever he pleased. 
They called him ‘The Mole’ be­
cause he would dig into the 
earth, do anything to try to get 
out.”

$190 Holdup Jails Him
The warden said that Ray 

never showed any prejudice 
against Negroes. "He was a loner 
while in prison" Swenson said. 
“He was not aggressive in man­
ner, but the general feeling 
among the prisoners seemed to be 
that he was a man to be left 
alone.”

However, Ray was with an­
other ex-convict, James Owens, 
when he held up a store on St. 
Louis’ South Side fo^ $190—the

crime for which he was sent to 
the state pen.

When Ray was being taken to 
the court room by a sheriff’s 
deputy, he tried to escape by 
jumping into an elevator on the 
third floor of the courthouse. The 
deputy grabbed his prisoner, 
handcuffed him and took him 
into the court room.

Crimes of Violence
Swenson said that Ray had 

undergone a mental examination 
in the fall of 1966. It revealed no 
personality difficulties not com­
mon to confined men.

A check of Ray’s prison record 
showed that his previous crimes

California 
Alerted

El Centro, Oalif,, April 19 
(Reuters) — The FBI alerted 
police in the Imperial Valley 
today that a man answering 
the description of the alleged 
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was seen Monday 
about four and one-half miles 
west of here, carrying a blue 
bottle filled with water.

They said the man, a hitch­
hiker, told an unidentified El 
Centro man that he was headed 
for Yuma, Ariz. The FBI would 
make no further comment.

were mostly smalltime but vio­
lent.

In Chicago in 1952, he hailed 
a cab, put a gun to the driver’s 
head and took $11.

Robert Everhart, 48, a photo­
engraving salesman who saw the 
holdup, yesterday described what 
happened next. “I saw the gun 
at the driver’s neck and then saw 
the driver walk away,” he said.

“The robber saw me following 
him and he ran. I chased him into 
an alley. He was cornered there 
when police joined me.

“One of the policemen told him 
to stop but he tried to go over 
a fence. The cop fired a warn­
ing shot which didn't stop him 
and then he fired two shots 
which hit him and he fell into an 
areaway.

Calls Him Mean, Surly
“He then said to me: ‘What the 

hell are you going to get out of 
this? What are you, a hero?* 
He was mean and surly and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if he com­
mitted the crime (King’s assas­
sination) he’s accused of.”

Ray served just under two 
years in the state penitentiary 
for the Chicago crime.

Ray was arrested for the St.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Louis hold-us in' a boarding house 
in a Tun-down section of the' city. 
Detectives found him coming out 
of a communal bathroom. .

They ordered him to stand still 
but he started running down a 
corridor, cursing at the police. 
He was grabbed but put up vio^. 
lent resistance, knocking one 'po- 
liceman to the ground. ,:

Finally, he was subdued by. a 
blaw to :the-head with a service 
revolver.

put a few minutes later he 
made another break, for freedom/ 
O^ily when one of the detectives

fired a warning shot did he stop 
“wrnt—aWow himself to be hand­
cuffed.

. From BrokenHome
Records at- the Missouri Jail 

showed that Ray was the rson-of 
a laborer.' The fathers deserted 
his family in 1947 .’and never, 
.returned. \ '-

His mother, now dead, was 
•listed as Mrs. Lucille " Ryan of 
1915 Hickory St., St. Louis.
-/Police in Los Angeles disclosed 

that a wanted poster Issued by 
.Missouri authorities in the origi­
nal search for Ray said he had 
two' brothers, John Ray- of St.

Louis and Jerry W; Ray of 
Wheeling- Til: / r

■ The federal warrant for “Galt” 
accused wim--of conspiring - with 
an; “alleged brother” in :the death 
of Kin^ There were indications, 
however,, that the FBI referred 
to the brother merely because this 
allowed..them to-use the conspir-- 
acy charge. .
FBI Experts Traced 
Mystery Man Galt

Washington, April 19 (News 
Bureau)—Fingerprint experts 
working around the clock in the

On His Heaa: 
$100,00^

James Earl Ray,-.,-identified 
yesterday as ■ the man sought * 
in the ^slaying of • Dr: iMartin : ; 
Luther King Jr., has ;a: price of i 
$100,000 on his head. That is I 
the total of . rewards • offered ' 
after, the murder for informa- !

• The identification of /Galt - as I 
Ray would have been impossible i 
except for ..the systematic exami- ; 
nation and .comparison of latent J 
prints found at the 'Memphis site 
of'Dr. Martin to Jr.'s I-
assassination with the /prints of i 
more-than 53,000 persons bn the . 
FBI fugitive lists. The 53,000 
prints were among 18Z.^millien,, 
bn the' bureau’s files/ .

-tion leading , to the arrest ’and ! 
conviction of the killer.. . .. , ;

FBFs massive identification/unit , 
can be credited with the identifi- ; 
cation of mystery man tErjic j 
Starvo Galt as murder, suspect ' 
James Earl Ray. . : 1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) _______

FBINam^iailbrea^er
| By FRANK VAN RIPER and WILLIAM ^1-7
| '’ Washington, April 19 (NEWS Bureau)—James Earl Riy^aiM^j. \ 

prison escapee and “drifter” with a long, criminal >record, was. identified
; today by the FBI as the mysterious Eric S^^^oiight in a natii^ <
s manhunt as the slayer of Dr. Martin Luther^King|^J^
i wot niMntnv t Hnnvpr said that a' checkwf^the£

- _ • ' indicate page, name of
- - - ., - '-.J^lewspaper, city and state.)

FBI Director !. Edgar. Hoover said that a;, check^^the v fingerprints .of^5J)000 j
. fugitives in the FBI's files had established that-GairanW’l^jwefe^
4Jias been missing since he fled the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson City^pn J1 If zetA^Z

the 10th grade dn Alton, Ill. I 
. Ray was received at the Mis? late: ‘ 

■ souri penitentiary on March 17, i ' 
l§60, to serve the ,20-year; term ,:dltion: 
5,e''s*ulting,ffom-:his,.conviction in Author: 
St. Louis for armed robbery and i 
for operating a motor, vehicle rd or: 
without the owner's-.^aassaissfo-n. r 111 e: 
In September 1966, he was ’ con-1 
fined for a time in the maximum'

| April 23, 1967. • - - ' , r ’ 7 * —
f , The FBI gave no indication that it had any-'clue as’t^e whereabouts of -the.-man 
t who has been the object of a massive search-since war^itslw®efissued, Wednesday 
: i^der his alias as Galt charging him with murderrand :c'^^ “ -' __
V I - A -three - page statement 

' ^identifying Ray as Galt and 
f photos of the suspect—in- 

; v eluding an eight-year-old

f
I

1

'f

mug shot—were distributed 
to newsmen at FBI head­
quarters. Reporters were not 
permitted to leave the build­
ing until given the go-ahead 
by an FBI spokesman.

The FBI declined to elaborate 
on its announcement, which 
dealt mainly with Ray’s criminal 
record, starting in 1949 and lead­
ing up .to a .1960 conviction for 
armed robbery, for which he was 
serving a 20-year term when he 
escaped.

Silence on “Hired Killer”.
Asked if the fact that Ray had 

a long criminal record lent sup­
port io the theory that the sniper 
who shot King April 4 in Mem­
phis, Tenn., was a “hired killer,” 
a FBI spokesman replied: "No 
comment:”

Information' about Eric Starve 
Galt, who arrived at a Birming- 
Kam^Ala., boarding house last

Word Sketch 
pfFngUi^

’Washington, ApnHMNEWS ■ 
Bureau)—The! EBJiMay&aye 
this 'description -SfeSam^JEarl. 
Ray, - the e^>ed^^nyict 
sought in'ithe?jnBii^<^^ 
Martin Luther 'Kihg-.Jr.t

Age: >11'^ '
RaceiJWKite.
Height: About 6 feet 10. 

inches.
Weight: 163 to 174 .pounds. > 

• Eyes: Blue.
• Hair: Brown.,

Scars: Small scar bn center s 
of forehead and on .palm - of 
right hand.,, .

August, also indicated that he 
might have been an entirely 
bogus personality created by the 
man wanted - in the King assassin 
nation.

There were some conflicts on 
dates, however,-between, what the 
FBI announced Wednesday about.' 
Galt and what came out today

♦
identftifing .him-

■ W^driesday statement stated-sGalt I 
-was. “said-to'-be an avi'd/dancer ■__  
aiShtpok dancing lesson's,jin-New ; 
•Orlfeans in* 1964 'and 1965'^gbut; 
t'o d a',’y’.s.Lannquncement'',sKowed i 
®'ay;.^as'-ii?3tli^^ i
■then. ..'’The'Wednesday JGi^ ;

^931^? ‘ ,
’1 Born in-Illinois, He-Said - * i__
The FBI said today that Ray i 

“claims to have been born,March । 
10, 1928, in: Illinois,” but its Van- j 
nouncement did not list the city ~— 
ofebirth. It said Ray also stated I 
that , he attended- schoobthrough j

Character: 

or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

| | Being Investigated

KW YORK

SEh; 'd____2SflL£Dr
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i security i-ward at the state hosr 
pital^gdWS, Mo.\
- An FBI - spokesman, asked 

i. about Ray’s confinement in the. 
i state .hospital; declined to' com-■ 
iment’on whether he was a mental 
i patient or had been found to be 
^psychotic: - - .
f^' Long Known as Drifter
{ -."‘‘He has -had, the reputation 
[Pt being a ‘drifter’ since leaving 
isghool,” the FBI said. • “His voca- 
itional ..experience includes work- 
ling as a baker, laborer and. color 
j matcher;’.’■ . ,.-.....
J. 'None of these occupations had 
| been ascribed to the phony : Galt, 
;who was supposed to have worked 
I as a cook on Mississippi River 
[vessels, and as a merchant sea­
lman, and to have -attended a 
bartenders’, school in Los Angeles 
earlier this year.

Ray’s arrest record dates back 
to 1949 when he served a'term 
in the Los Angeles County Jail. 
He also served -time in Illinois 
state prisons at Joliet and Pon­
tiac in 1952-54 and was held in 

['the federal penitentiary at 
( Leavenworth, Kan., in 1955-58.
[■ First Jailed as Burglar
^ His first conviction in 1949 
jwasfpr burglary and.-he-^vas 

(ponvicted of armed ‘'robbery in

^^^^ to Scan 
The Quarry .
The. first available color, photo 

of James Earl Ray, alias Eric ; 
i StarvobGalt, will. be shown on 
television’s FBI program to<- 
morrow ..evening. A 25-second 
description of Galt will accom­
pany the showing at thefend of - 
the hour-long show on Channel 
7,- beginning at 8 p.m.:

The: FBI hopes between 25 
and 30 million network viewers 
will thus get a; closeup look at, 
the suspected killer of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther. King Jr.

Chicago in 1952 and for forging 
postal money orders, in'Missouri 
in 1955.

.Hoover said that Ray was an 
enlisted man in the Army fgpm 
February 1946 to December 1948,' 
when he received. a general dis­
charge, . given to persons found ’ 
unsuited for military service, but 
not considered a dishonorable or 
a bad conduct discharge. _,, -.

Ray got,this type of discffifrgeT" 
?The FBIjaM^“duetto jneptness :

arid'lacirbf "adaptability^w^^ 
tary service.” It added: “While i 
»the Army, hecrecervedia,three- 
month sentence athardiabor for 
being drunk, and breaking arrest.”

According to the FBI;,Ray also 
has used the aliases of . James 
McBride, James. Walton,- W; C. 
Herron and James O’Conner dur­
ing his criminal career. ' |

-“Ray' should be considered 
armed and extremely danger­
ous,” the FBI said.

Under the name of Galt, Ray 
has been hunted from coast to 
coast and in Mexico since King, 
winner of the 1964 Nobel peace 
prize, was shot to death April 4 
while standing on the balcony,«of 
a Memphis motel. / I

The killer fired from-a locMed 
bathroom of a flophouse opposite 
the motel and fled. Several fin­
gerprints were found.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1082 EDITION 
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) IO1>11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

\
SAC (M+-1609) date: V21/68
(ATTN: SUPERVISOR, SECTION 23)

from : SA MAURICE P. LEEN (251 )

subject: MURKIN

On Sunday afternoon, 5/21/68, at 1:55 PM, the 
writer received a telephone call from CHARLES GRUBB, 
Room 717, Hotel 123'W. 55th St., NYC, telephone number 
PL 7-1716, GRUBB stated that about 20 minutes prior to 
his calling, he saw a man on the street at 123 w. 55th 
Street, who resembled the photograph of ERIC STARVED 
GALT, which he had seen in the newspaper described as the 
possible killer of MARTIN LUTHER KING. He said he followed 
this man to a place of business at 1111 Sixth Ave.,- where 
the man entered. He said the man was wearing an apron, 
common to people in tne newspaper trade, and he believes it 
had the word "Newsweek" on it.

The above information was given to SA JOSEPH 
E. HENEHAN, who was on stand-by duty for Section 23, and 
he said he would handle the matter.

The above is for the information of the file.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in
PLAIN TEXT

Date: 4/22/68

TELETYPE
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) & SACS TAMPA AND 
MIAMI (44-1854)

FROM SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS; 00: MEMPHIS

WHILE ON A LAY DASH OVER IN NEW YORK CITY, PAN AMERICAN 

AIRLINES PURSERETTES MISS NICOLLE O’CONNOR AND MISS PETERA 

CHUITA, HOME BASE MIAMI, FLORIDA, STATED THAT ON THURSDAY, 

APRIL EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, AT SIX FORTY FIVE P.M., 

PAN AMERICAN FLIGHT NUMBER FOUR FOUR ONE WHICH ORIGINATED 

IN MIAMI, LEFT MIAMI FOR CARACUS, VENEZUELA; RIO DE JANEIRO; 

AND SAO PAULO, BRAZIL. THERE WERE SIX PASSENGERS 

IN THE FIRST CLASS SECTION AND FORTY TWO PASSENGERS IN THE 

TOURIST SECTION OUT OF MIAMI. OF THESE, THREE, IN THE FIRST 

CLASS SECTION AND SIXTEEN OR SEVENTEEN IN THE TOURIST SECTION 

WENT THE COMPLETE TRIP AND DEPARTED THE PLANE AT SAO PAULO..

THREE OF THOSE IN THE TOURIST SECTION WHO WENT FROM MIAMI

TO SAO PAULO WERE WHITE MALE SOUTHERNERS WHO WERE TRAVELLING

Per __ ,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ^^ |

FBI |

Date: ।

Transmit the following in ___ ___________________________________________________________ |
(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via  ________;[ 
(Priority) ।

PAGE TWO 
NY 44-1609

TOGETHER. ONE OF THE THREE FIT THE GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF 

JAMES EARL RAY. HE IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO THE PURSERETTES 

THROUGH A BUSINESS CARD AS DENNIS HOLT, OWNER OF HOLT 

MOTORS, TWO ONE ZERO SEVEN U.S. HIGHWAY NINETEEN SOUTH, 

CLEARWATER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE NUMBER FIVE THREE ONE DASH 

TWO NINE THREE NINE. HE TOLD THE PURSERETTES THAT HE LEFT 

CLEARWATER THAT DAY AND FLEW FROM TAMPA TO MIAMI BUT THAT 

HE DID NOT TELL ANYONE HE WAS LEAVING. HE LEFT THE PURSERETTES 

WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT HE DID NOT KNOW JUST WHERE HE WAS 

GOING OR WHY HE WAS GOING AND SEVERAL THINGS HE SAID WERE 

INCONSISTENT WITH PREVIOUS STATEMENTS MADE BY HIM. HE SAID 

HE WOULD BE IN SAO PAULO FOR THREE WEEKS TO A MONTH.

HE WAS ASSIGNED SEAT NUMBER FOUR B OUT OF MIAMI. HE SAID 

BOTH HIS FRIENDS TRAVELLING WITH HIM WERE PREACHERS.

PREACHER NUMBER ONE WAS SIX F®T TWO INCHES ABOUT THIRTY 

TWO YEARS OLD, BIG FEET AND HANDS, FAT BUILD,.GRAY AND 

BLACK HAIR WITH A BIG GREY WAVE IN THE FRONT. HE WAS ASSIGNED 

SEAT NUMBER FOUR A OUT OF MIAMI.

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-2.2-64)

Transmit the following in

Via __________ :---------------------

F B I

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priori ty)

PAGE THREE
NY 44-1609

PREACHER NUMBER TWO WAS ABOUT FORTY FIVE YEARS OLD, 

FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, HUSKY BUILD BUT NOT FAT. BIG 

CHEST AND ARMS. HIS HEAD SEEMED TO SET IN HIS SHOULDERS. 

BROWN OR BLACK HAIR. HIS SEAT NUMBER IS NOT KNOWN. HE 

SAT ALONE AND NO CONVERSATION WAS HAD WITH HIM.

CHUITA TOOK A PICTURE OF HOLT; THE FILM WHICH HAS NOT 

BEEN DEVELOPED, CAN BE OBTAINED FROM NICOLLE O'CONNOR, 

TWO SEVEN EIGHT ZERO TIGER TAIL AVENUE, COCONUT GROVE, 

FLORIDA, TELEPHONE NUMBER FOUR FOUR SIX DASH ONE FIVE NINE 

EIGHT OR PETERA CHUITA, ONE ONE ZERO EAST TENTH STREET, 

APARTMENT TWENTY, HIALEAH, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE NUMBER EIGHT 

EIGHT SEVEN DASH FIVE SIX ZERO TWO IF IT IS NEEDED.

TAMPA, AT CLEARWATER, DETERMINE IF DENNIS HOLT HAS 

RECENTLY DEPARTED THE CLEARWATER AREA FOR A SOUTH AMERICAN 

TRIP OR ELSEWHERE.,

A COPY OF THIS TELETYPE HAS BEEN DESIGNATED FOR MIAMI 

FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION IF THE STORY?AS TO DENNIS HOLT OF

CLEARWATER IS NOT VERIFIED BY TAMPA.

_______ RAY TS TO BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Approved:  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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F B I

Date: 4/22/68

Transmit the following in

TELETYPEVia ____________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

(P riority)

TO: SAC, SPRINGFIELD

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN

RE INFOMATION FURNISHED BY DR/ CAROLYN BAILEY.

DR. CAROLYN BAILEY, NYC, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE

NYO THAT SHE HAD BEEN IN BLOOMINGTON, ILL, ON APRIL TWENTY

LAST AND WHILE AT THE FALCON MOTEL, P® NORTH

MAIN STREET, NORMAL, ILL., SHE HEARD A MRS. (FNU) THOMPSON

STATE SHE HAD SEEN A MAN ONE OR TWO DAYS EARLIER WHO LOOKED

LIKE SUBJECT, RAY. SHE STATED THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS SEEN

BY MRS. THOMPSON IN NORMAL, ILL. SHE PRESUMES MRS. THOMPSON

TO BE THE OWNER OF THE MOTEL. MRS. THOMPSON MENTIONED THAT

THE MAN TO WHOM SHE WAS REFERRING WAS WEARING A PINK SHIRT

AT THAT TIME

SPRINGFIELD, AT NORMAL, ILL., INTERVIEW MRS. THOMPSON IN

DETAIL FOR COMPLETE INFO REGARDING INSTANT MATTER

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS

AIR MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS

*. 1 -Memphis (AM)£W2 
JFS:np 
(M 
l-ADIC MALONE 
l-Supv.23-r

Searched____ __
Serial? zed__ _

Approved: Sent M Per.
.gent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/22/68
PLAIN TEXT

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

FROM

SAC, MIAMI

SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKINs CIVIL RIGHTS; 00: MEMPHIS

RE INFORMATION CONCERNING FIRST NAME UNKNOWN GALLAGHER. 

THEODORE SULLIVAN, BETHPAGE, NEW YORK, ADVISED THE NEW

YORK OFFICE THAT HE AND HIS WIFE RECENTLY SPENT A WEEK AT 

THE SEA RANCH HOTEL, LAUDERDALE DASH BY DASH THE DASH SEA, 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA. WHILE THERE THEY MET FIRST NAME 

UNKNOWN GALLAGHER WHO OCCUPIED ROOM NUMBER TWO ZERO SIX 

AND WHO ARRIVED APRIL SIXTEEN LAST AND DEPARTED APRIL 

NINETEEN LAST.

SULLIVAN STATED THERE WAS A STRIKING RESEMBLANCE 

BETWEEN GALLAGHER AND A PUBLISHED PHOTOGRAPH OF ERIC STARVO 

GALT.

MIAMI, AT FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA, CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 
INVESTIGATION TO IDENTIFY^^ELIMINATE FIRST NAME UNKNOWN

-LAGHER

1/ New York (44-1609)

JFS:jmr (4
Approved: Sent _

Special Adent irwCharge
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Transmit the following in

Via __

FBI ]
Date: ]

(Type in plaintext or code) I

(Priority) .
-------------------------------------------------------------------J_

PAGE TWO
NY 44-1609

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY AIR MAIL.

SUBJECT CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Approved: Sent -------------------------M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



pTBI NEW YORK

FBI SAN FRAN

7:58 PM URGENT

..JO DIRECTOR (44-38861)/ CHICAGO'* INDIANAPOLIS, KANSAS CITY, 

^MEMPHIS (44-1987), NEW YORK AND sT>-LQ U.I S

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (173-65) (2P)

MURKIN

RE: JOHN LARRY RAY

RE CGTEL, APRIL NINETEEN, LAST

RECORDS OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE BUREAU OF CRIMINAL

IDENTIFICATION AND INVESTIGATION (CI I) REFLECTED

INFORMATION RE JOffiLLW^RAY

HE HAS

NUMBER THREE

CII NUMBER

: SIX EIGHT

••SLEEPER" AT HOLTVILLE,

FIVE TWO, HOLTVILLE

HE WAS DESCRIBED AS

THE FOLLOWING

SEVEN FOUR ONE SEVEN FOUR

SEVEN TWO FIVE A, AND WAS

POUNDS, BROW HAIR, 
F I 3 ’ 

One nine HREE ONE

THREE EVEN LINCOLN

9
ZERO, FBI

BOOKED AS
3 I

A

CALIFORNIA, ON DECEMBER THREE, ONE

PD NUMBER

WMA, FI VE

I 3 H ।
ONE THREE FOUR ONE, AT 

o '* I
FEET TEN INCHES, ONE

WHICH

BROW EYES, DATE OF BIRTH F

VE FIVE 
1-4

RUARY FOURTEEN,

NINE

TIME

—----------- .7- j
HE LISTED HIS HOME ADDRESS AS ONE NINE

AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, AND HIS MOTHER

SAME ADDRESS

END PAGE ONE

AS LUCILLE RAY,

FILED 

96?
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PAGE TWO

SF 173-65

CI I RECORDS REFLECT JOHN LSMRY RAY WAS ARRESTED BY

INDIANA STATE POLICE ON DECEMBER^THI RTY, 

LIGONIER AND WAS CONFINED TO THE ILIANA

PENDLETON, INDIANA, ON JANUARY ' TWO FOUR,

THEIR NUMBER THREE FIVE TWO NINE

CHARGE.

ON NOVEMBER TWO FIVE,

ONE NINE FOUR NINE, AT

STATE REFORMATORY AT

ONE

SEVEN, ON A

NINE FIVE ZERO,

SECOND DEGREE BURGLARY

NINE SIX SEVEN, A RECORD CHECK

RECEIVED BY CI I FROM A/DETECTIVE THORNBERRY OF THE ST< LOUIS PD

JOHNNY LARRY RAY, AKA JERRY WILLIAM RYAN, DOB FEBRUARY FOURTEEN,
T

ONE NINE THREE THREE RECORD OF ST. LOUIS PD/INDICATED RAY LISTED

PREVIOUS RESIDENCES AT MAPLEWOOD AND ST. LOUIS MISSOURI; ROOMING-

DALE, ILLINOIS CONCORD HOTEL, KIAMESHA LAKE, NEW YORK; AND ONE FOU

SIX ZERO SUTTER STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

LEADS: CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS, NEW YORK, AND ST. LOUIS

ATTEMPT TO LOCATE JAMES EARL RAY’S BROTHER IN YOUR DIVISION OR

INFORMATION AS TO HIS PRESENT WHEREABOUTS

SAN FRANCISCO

9

* ^ /

ON

WILL DETERMINE AT ONE FOUR SIX ZERO SUTTER

STREET ANY INFORMATION ON JOHN LARRY RAY

REND. ’

AWS

FBI NEW YORK
ft

W
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in (puce Below)

on King Case
By RALPH fil l MEM ELI)

Little on His Past . 4r

OUS.'

ccies to kill.”
There was growing eonccern 

that when Ray is tracked down 
he might be shot by his captors, 
si nee-the FBI has labeled him

different drinker but Galt liked 
beer and vodka. Ray was a 
sloppy dresspr GgR neat and 
clean.

said: “I won't believe he did it 
until it’s proven.**

Caii liked country and West­
ern music and reportedly took 
dancing lessons in New Orleans

Ray was four years older, a
native of Alton, Ill. with a Mid- dklnl find anything to‘indicate 
western twang. Galt h/d a i,p was a tine,. or jiad tenden- 
Southern drawl. Ray was an In-

The FBI today faced mounting criticism of its tactics 
in tracking down the sniper who killed the Rev. Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. 18 days ago.

Police in Memphis and other cities charge that fed­
eral officials have discouraged local investigations of 
King’s murder and caused confusion with varying descrip­
tions of alleged slayer James Earl Ray, 40, alias Eric 
^y10 9^1' v 4 Twtk Dancing- Lessons 

‘ You dont know what to
look for,” complained Asst 
Police Chief Bill Price in Mem­
phis, citing “a whole lot of dis­
crepancies” in the FBI’s Friday 
identification of Ray.

An while FBI director J. Ed­
gar Hoover ordered a special 
Mexican border alert to keep 
fugitive from leaving the coun­
try, Memphis detectives con­
tinued working on their own 
Vory—that Galt was amyth 
irefully created by conspira- 
>rs to hide the killer'sreal 
[entity. u

tn 1961 and 1965—a time when 
Ray was still in prison on a 
30-year sentence for armed rob­
bery. A fellow inmate said Ray 
“never expressed any liking for 
music or dancing and he was 
tight to gamble. He was tight 
as a tick. Boy, if you owed him 
money, even a few cents, he'd, 
■bug you to death."

■ In .contrast, Galt was depict­
ed as a free spender. He paid 
at least $500 for dancing les­
sons. plue tuition for bartend­
ing school, and $2,000 cash for 
the wihte 1966 Mustang which 
was his alleged getaway car 
in Memphis, later found aban­
doned in Atlanta.

Ray’s fellow inmatse ex­
pressed doubt that he could be 
a "hired assassin” who killed

"Somebody has muddled the 
waters," said Price.

Until three days ago, a ma­
jor problem was the limited 
federal dossier on Galt’s past. 
The FBI resolved that problem 
by saying that a fingerprint 
check showed Galt was actual-_____________________________ 
!y Ray’, ^ escapee from Mis- Kin ^-p^ And.,!w ^ 
sourt State Prison missmg smee. ^ ^^ IIaMd
April 23, 1967.

Police in Atlanta, Birnflng- 
hani and Los Angeles as wfll 
as Memphis quickly noted dis­
crepancies between the FBI'S 
description of Ray and its 
earlier data on Galt.

Dr. Donald B. Peterson, a pri­
son psychiatrist who examined 
Ray for five weeks in 1966. said 
he was a recidivistie habitual 
criminal whose crimes were all 
associated with money. "We

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' An- Atlanta"newspaper ;ques-! 
tlofll'fl TBe wisdom, of that label, 
warning that, if the'No. 1 sus-. 
pect in the 'King case Is Trilled! 
the motive for the assassination; 
may never be known and the j 
country may be wracked with! 
rumors and : doubts as it has 1 
been since President Kennedy's | 
murder.' ? - -? 1
Needs' PtoWot^..

“We regard',it*faj . imperative ! 
that James/Earl |R'ay4“,.be ! 
tak^n Jnto'custody 'alive and! 
eloselyprotected ttiiereaf ter,”; the ; 
paper said IffaTe’atd isdi.torial./'if; 
this is ^Wfierj'^yery possible . 
step must ;be taken to'see’ that.' 
he ’ is - nbt^silenced .before ’’hi 
talks . . /'The country can be , 
done great harm if the truth is 
not established.” .' ’ ' . 
Ray’s trail ended in- Atlanta ini | 

I the early ?mprnihg of April m| 
some. ■ 1’2. to" ff hours after '.thi1 
Memphis/assassination, when Alli 
man believed to be Ray was seenvi 
leaving the Mustang in an-At- ; 
lan ta public housing project; .* i

Police In the four cities where : 
the manhunt Is. concentrated ■ 
have practically been shunted! 
aside by federal agents. Tn Bir- i 
mingham a detective lieutenant i 
who tried to question a clerk! 
who allegedly sold. R’ay a rifle i 
was called off by the FBI when i 
the clerk refused to talk. , i

The FBI Investigation - is i 
being handled at the highest i 
level. -Its only .two press re-; 
leases have been issued by i 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark and 
Hoover. They have given no i 
indication why more wide­
spread police efforts have been: 
discouraged in a case that i 
lechnicaJly concerns a state of-' 
fense—murder. . =2^
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

Alert Mexican Bonier in Manhunt
Washington, April 21 (DPI)— and a special alert was ordered 

The FBI said today it was hunt- along the Mexican border to pre-
ing the assassin of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. with "all possi­
ble vigor," but that there was 
nothing new to report in the na­
tion’s largest manhunt, now in 
as 17th day.

Prison escapee James Earl 
Hay was given an "extraordinary 

। emergency” listing on the FBI’s 
I raster of most wanted criminals

vent him from leaving the coun-
try.

“All Possible Vigor”
But the FBI, which is direct­

ing the massive search, had no­
thing new to report since yes­
terday, when it made Ray alias 
Eric Starve, the 11th man on 
its 10 most wanted list. The FBI 
would only say that the search
"is going along with all possible 
vigor.”

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
put Ray on the most-wanted list 
to insure the widest possible dis­
semination of the 40-year-old
criminal’s picture and description 
to the police and public. In adtji- 
tfon, he made arrangements 
have Ray’s picture shown toni;

the ABC’s TV program 1

;o

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Date: V/ ^5

Author:

Editor:

Title:

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office:

| | Being Investigated

SEARCHED . 
SERIALIZED

R 2 21968
FBI — NEW YORK

INDEXED 
flED_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F Bl

Date: 4/23/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
TELETYPE

TO: SAC, CLEVELAND

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN

RE:UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL OBSERVED IN TUCKAHOE, NEW YORK

THREE INDIVIDUALS OBSERVED AN UNKNOWN MALE IN A RESTAURANT

IN TUCKAHOE, NY ON APRIL TWENTY TWO LAST. THEY BELIEVE THE

INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLES JAMES EARL RAY AND REPORTED SAME TO

TUCKAHOE PD. THE INDIVIDUAL WAS DRIVING A NINETEEN SIXTY SIX

BLUE FOUR DOOR CHEVROLET WITH NY LICENSE NINE TWO FIVE FIVE

B U

INVESTIGATION HAS DISCLOSED THAT THIS VEHICLE IS REGISTERED

TO LEASE PLAN CORP., GREAT NECK LI, NY. INVESTIGATION FURTHER

DISCLOSED THIS VEHICLE IS LEASED TO ADDRESSOGRAPH MULTIGRAPH

CORP., TWELVE HUNDRED BABITT ROAD, CLEVELAND, OHIO, AND THAT

ONLY THIS CORPORATION WOULD HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATOR

OF THE VEHICLE

1-Memphis (AM)

JFS:np
(4)
1-Supv. #23 
i-ADIC MALONE

//-/^-Jsy

Approved: Sent

Sear
Ser 
Ind
File

-Special Agent in Charge
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FBI I'

. Date: ■ . ।

Transmit the following in ______________________________ __________ :_____________________ |
(Type in plaintext or code) ■ '

Via _________________________ ____________________________ ____________________________ [
(Priority) ।

PAGE TWO

NY 44-1609

CLEVELAND, AT CLEVELAND, OHIO, CONTACT WILLIAM WALTERS, 

ADDRESSOGRAPH MULTIGRAPH CORP. AND DETERMINE WHO IS OPERATING 

UNIT AM ONE ONE ONE FIVE, WHICH IS REPORTED TO BE THE VEHICLE 

BEARING NY LICENSE NINE TWO FIVE FIVE B U. THEREAFTER, SET 

' FORTH APPROPRIATE LEAD TO HAVE INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWED AND 

ELIMINATED.

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY AIR MAIL.

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Approved:  Sent __________ :______ M Per 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

date:
4/23/68

FROM SA EDWARD F. UZZELL #43

subject: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
00: MEMPHIS

On 4/22/68, NY 5104-R advised he is unable 
to make any identification of attached photograph. 
The individual in the photo is not identical with 
anyone he has seen, nor does it resemble any individual 
observed by him at any past Minutemen activities 
in Kansas City, KING of Prussia, Pa., or Reading, Pa., 
from July, i960 to current date.

soip-ioe'

SEARCHED..„......„lNpEX£D....™t_ 
SERIAUZED_^lftUD..v^Z 

APR 1968 
FBI- NtW YORK

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL- FORM NO- 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) lOWL#

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT-

Memorandum
SAC, NEW YORK (I4J4.-I6O9) DATE: U/23/68

SA LELAND F. LOWERY (28)

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

5010-100

Re NY telephone call V23/66 from SA FRANCIS 
L. CASHIN in connection with the investigation in the above 
captioned matter.

The following investigation was conducted on 
I4./23/68 at the Concord Hotel, Kiamesha Lake, New York 
by SA LELAND F. LOWERY.

Mr. JULIE STEIN, Timekeeping, advised that 
JOHN RAY, date of birth 2/1U/33 and whose listed address 
was reflected as being 608 8th Ave., New York City, work 
for the hotel as a porter from 1/20/65 throurt^l/2W65« 
His social security number was listed as ^^^^^|and 
he was employed through the Louis Employment Agency of 
New York City.

RAY's records reflected that he formerly 
worked for the Everglades in Flamingo, Florida. His next of 
kin was listed as JAMES RAY, Father, 1806 Park Ave., 
St. Louis.

He indicated that RAY hasn't had any contact 
with the hotel since the above date nor could he suggest any 
currently connected with the hotel who might recall him due 
to RAY’S short period of employment.

The above is being furnished for information 
of the captioned file.

.(M-1609)
SEARCHEDi_„....^£pE)(E[}< 
«mAUZED._^£5iLED,..,:

APR ^968 
FBI - NtW YORK

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAT 1362 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, NY (44-1609) date: 4/23/68

FROM

subject:

SA Francis L. Cashin #23

MURKIN

Re San Francisco teletype to New York 4/22/68 as to JOHN LARRY
RAY.

On 4/23/68 SA Leland F. Lowery, Monticello RA telephonically 
advised that JOHN RAY was employed as a porter at Concord Hotel, 
Kiamesha Lake, New York from January 20, 1965 to January 24, 1965. 
>He was employed through the Lop 1^_ Employ mg nt- Agency in the area of 
the Bowery near West 3rd Stj^ #M^'

A previous employment was list'd at the Everglades, Flamingo, 
Florida.

The following background information as to JOHN RAY was 
available:

Date of Birth: February 14, 1933 l^tAM^
' "Residence: 608 8th City **• *

Social Security Number: uM
Father: James Ray

1806 Park Ave., St. Louis, Missouri.

5810-106
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on rhe Payroll, Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 10I-H.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC NEW YORK date: 1+/22/68

FROM JOSEPH JAMES JORDAN,#!2

subject: MURKIN

Mr. George Tapken, 2817 ^th Street, Long Island City, 
New York, telephonically contacted the NYO, instant date, 
and advised that he viewed a photograph in the July 30,1965 
issue of the New York World Telegrahm, which appears to be 
identical to the photograph of Eric Starvo Galt.

Mr. Tapken stated that the caption under the picture 
reads Jack Barnes, Revolutionary Socialist on Ford Foundation 
Grant.

Mr. Tapken requested that the NYO, secure an issue of 
that paper and check the photograph.

SOI 0-10B
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^MOaRMhUF UiOJi^ UU£ii# V*B» toVfel AiF LBS
XMl 4FW*> VKt MIAU 6MMNM QAU£K

>^rl&l Mus&er i* an fcirornf t ar&wua&s «M;

wlsst—> to Sha Patrick Air feroa to#** PlscK*, feis, 
XasatoA Jud tlMi V 1£ XqJL t^ i/X ^f9ftQ JJCSCS1&^ ^3JB> * ftASJiAl JP 
wife hl* craw to «xuum ar&w on 3^3v^«

3 - sutmm (44>3&i&L) 
1 • Lirniqghen (info)
1 - St* Louis (lafo)
I - Mtotoa (Into)
I * #1**1 (mfo)
l * 1HNH& (^r~££l4 )(XAft>} 
Ix *■ MW JTWVfe ( X^f^)
1 - fe&totolfeto (44-13&)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO W-Ho^ ) date: ^//^^/^^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

from : SA JOHN F. SHANLEY #23

subject: MURKIN

date: 4/23/68

SA EDWIN TAYLOR, White Plains RA, telephonicallv 
advised at 8:55 AM, 4/23/68, that Sgt. HENRY NORMAN, 
Tuckahoe PD advised as follows:

On 4/22/68, three individuals, PATSY LUCIANO, IRVING 
NORMAN and RICHIE MAIER, were in Maier’s Restaurant, Marbledale 
Rd., Tuckahoe, and they observed an individual resembling 
JAMES EARL RAY which individual was drinking beer and vodka.

The individual, not a local citizen, was driving a 
1966 blue, four door Chevrolet, with NY license #9255BU.

Sgt. NORMAN determined that the above vehicle,
VIN #156696F205775 is registered to Lease Plan Corp., 130 
Steamboat Rd., Great Neck, LI. The name of GERALD E. MALE is 
on the registration.

5010-108

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/2#&t&>s:
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VV^T / kA 9
SEARCHED 2L.INDEXED_______
SEHAU7ED ^^LED XZ | )/
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mW ^IWYrT* *V~Vf J

UNITiDJTATES DEPARTMENT OF JU-Mi A
MRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION A 4-23-68 307 EJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER z

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED ri

CHARGE DISPOSITION

Army James Earl Ray '
#16 163 129

■ 1 ^ y i ~ c/ 
February 
19, 1946

I ^ ’

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#B-119908

October
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#139648

October 
11, 1949

suspicion 
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

8 months County 
Jail suspended; 
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days Countv 
Jail; 146 
December. 30, 
1949 CS129438

Sheriff’s Office
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

James E. Ray 
#5937

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department
Alton, Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#7514

July 23, 
1951

no operator’s 
license - no 
State License - 
no City License

released to pay 
later

Police Department
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#D90696

May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun) ■ Grand Jury 
$3000

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#131165

May 9, 
1952

robbery June 13, 1952 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Joliet, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery 1 to 2 years

State Pen i tenti ary 
P o n t i a. c , 111 i n o i s

James E. Ray 
#19121

July 7, 
1952 
i n 
transfer 
from 
Joliet

robbery 1- to ■ 2 years 
March 12, 195 J 
discharged

Notations indicated by * are. NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED^TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE /
Aral bureau of investigation A 4-23-68 307 hjc 
w WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 w .

The following FBI record, NUMBER 40 5 942 G , js furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Informafion shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#2640

August 
30, 1954

burglary and 
larceny

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

James E. Ray 
#40714

March 23, 
1955

investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway James Earl Ray March 23, cashing stolen released to
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

#B-3376 1955 postal money 
orders

Postal Inspector 
Kansas City, 
Missouri
March 24, 1955

United States
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray
#12018

March 28, 
1955

forgery United 
States Postal 
Money Order

sentenced to 
15 months 
custody of 
Attorney' General

Sheriff’s Office James Earl Ray March 28, Forgery — July 7, 1955
Kansas City, 
Missouri

#29637 1955 Government 3 years and 9
-son ths

United States James Earl Ray July 7, Pest Office 3 years and 9
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas

#72498-L 1955 Laws
Forge - Money
Orders

months May 20, 
1958 conditional 
release March 32 
1959 maximum 
^pril 5, 1958 
conditional 
release on charg 
af Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
9rders

Police Department 
5-i.int Louis,
\ ! O l ' L

Panes Earl Ray
#81071

Ocfober 
10, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.' UNITED^TATES DSPARTMENT OF JUSTO
F«AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION S 4-23-68 307 EJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537
3

The following FBI record, NUMBER 40 5 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#81071

October
16, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, 
Missouri

Janes Earl Ray 
#00416

March 17, 
1960

”TC" 
operating motor 
vehicle without 
permission of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW 
(2 charges)

20 years (20,
7, 5, 
concurrent)

State Hospital
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

James Earl Ray
#37045 C-5

September 
8,;1966

Patient

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ■
^ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4-23-68 307 HJC
V WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 40 5 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eai 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fi 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, J 
May 10, 1967.

1 Ray for 
vehicle w 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
Missouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
e *'b/m of a D & D 
rden State Penite 
nformation receiv

1967 
of

W") 
ntiary 
ed

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




