
5/9/68

airtel

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 1
FROM: SAC, NORFOLK (44-268)(P) |

MURKN .

Re Inteivliw of passengers aboard American Airiness 4
Flight 338 from Dales, Texas to Ph.Udeljhag Pa., on 4/5/68. 1

Re Oklahoma City airtel to Memphis dated 5/2/68* ^
The f‘rlOwnrg Investlgatoon was conducted at Fort

Eiutis, Vs., by SA H. CURTISS BURRELL, on 5/6/68.
PrlvateTDOTHYJHNLTAYLOR, was oontaoed at Ft. Eis t is, Va. He tdvstd^thtt he is in Company E of the Second 

School Biataioon, Trtnsp>rtatron School Brigade. He advised 
that he boarded the instant flight 338 at Oklahoma City, OUa., '
on 4/6/68, With his domination being Philadelphia, Pa. He 
sat In the most rear seat in the tourist section, next to a 
White female with blond hair. He was shown a photograph of 
JAMIS EARL RAY with native results. He adviLsed that he 
could recall no one on said fight who even resembled RAY- . ... I
He noted, hwever, that due to his close attention to the white 1
female with whom he was sitting, that he did n^t really pay to 
much attentoon to any of the other passengers. He stated that 
due to his seat in the moat rear section of the airplane, also, 
that his observation of all pamangera in the tourist section 
would have been quite limited.

Due to the above, no further investgatonn being 
conducted re this mater by Norfolk.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS
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NY 44-160,

The 24th Edition, 1967, Amrieaui Medcal Directory 
Hate the rolOwlng as to AARON WEISBERG, who is a member of
the American: Mlical Associaticn::

Office:

Date if Birth: 
Mdical Education:

Year if License in 
New York State: 
American Specialty 
Board Cerlfi<atl<n>:

Primary Sjpeialty: 
Secondary Speeialty: 
Type of Practice: 
SpeeCal Societies:

1060 Ocean Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11226 
1,14
Eclectic Mldcal College
Cincinnati, Ohio
Doctor of MUcine degree 
awarded 193

1939

American Board of Internal
Mlicini
Glatrllntlrlligy 
Internal Mlddne 
Full-tme Sppecalty Praitice 
American College of Phrsicians 
American College of Gastroen­
terology;
American Scuiety of Internal 
Medicine;
American P^sicians Fellow­
ship, :lmi:lrplrated.

Dr. AARON WEISBERG, interveewed at his office, 
1060 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, on 5/11/68, a^s^ that, 
he had no inOomatl<m concerning .this case and ^ nlt.tlll- 
phone the FBI on the erming of 5/10/68. He advised, how­
ever, that he and hi, wife hare wc1^ soveral annoying ,
te1enh<aie Mila, both at his r1Bidence and office since *
1/1/68. In addition, several anonymous oalU h^eb^nmad1 |
coacwming him to the New York Police Deportment, Fire De­
partmint, and to a local catering istabishlmint., all of which 
have caused him embarassmnt. On 5/10/68, at 8:15 pm, he 
revived an anonymous call tiling him to drop dead.

These calls have been reported to the 63rd Precinct

2

■
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NY 44-160

for investigation. He su'speets the caller to be either LANNY 
GOODMAN, 814 East 52nd Street, Brooklyn, NY, or BERNARD 
LANDSMAN, 743 East 51st Street, Brooklyn. He described these 
two boys as psychos whohave had a lot of trouble with the 
police. IAIDlSMANN is his nephew. He beieeves the purpose of 
the call to the FBI was only to cause him moire enbarassment.

7
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FD-36 (Rev. VW-M)

F B I
' Date: 5/13/68

PLAIN TEXT 
Transmit the following in------------------------------ --- ----------------------------------

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT ,
(Priority)

TO SAC, KANSAS CITY

. FROM SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURK KN; CIVIL RIGHTS; 00: MEMPHIS

RE EASTERNS AIRLUESS FLIGHT’S (EAL) OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL

.FIVE DASH TWELVE LAST

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY TEN LAST, NO COPY

TO KANSAS CITY

RETEL ADVISED AS .FOLLOWS.

"EAL IBM SET UP F’OR TEN NUMBER TICKETS. WHEN AN AIRLINE

USES NINE NUMBERS FOR TICKETS FOLWWNNG IDENTimNG 'NUMBERS, EAL

INSERTS A ZERO F'OR THE FOURTH NUMBER. ALL OFFICES, H CHECKNNG

TICKETS LISTED IN RE MIAMI TEL, DROP FOURTH NUMBER AS SHOWN

WHICH IN EACH INSTANCE IS A ZERO”

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY AIR MAIL

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS

ff1/ New York ..
Ca- Memphis (AMW

1- SupV. #23 1
1- ADIC JOHN F. MALDNE

JFStM
(4) '

Approved:
Agent in Charge

Sent

^-/^-^
SEA&CH3D_ 
SERIALIZED
INDEXED__
TIED____
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* FBI KAN CITY £

FBI NEW YORK

1007 AM URGENT 5-13-68 JLW

TO KANSAS CITY , 

FROM NEW YORK 44-1609 1P

MUJRCIN? CIVIL RIGHTS; 00 - MEMPHIS .

RE EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHTS (EAL) OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL FIVE -

TWELVE LAST. , .

RE MIAMI TEL TO BUREAU MAY TEN LAST, NO COPY TO KANSAS CITY.

RETEL ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

"EAL IBM SET UP FOR TEN NUMBER TICKETS. WHEN AN AIRLINE 

USES NINE NUMBERS FOR TICKETS FOLLOWNNG IDENTIFYING NUMBER, EAL INSERTS 
A ZERO FOR THE FOURTH NUMBER. ALL OFFICES, IN CHECKING TICKETS

- LISTED IN RE MI-AMI TEL, DROP FOURTH NUMBER AS'SHOWN, WHICH IN EACH

, INSTANCE IS A ZERO.” '

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY AIR MAIL. ’ ■ .

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
END

PHM ’

FBI KAN CITY ’ t /
44-/609-561 

searched^— 
, sERlAUZED.uiizU.---^

indexed—
-FILED—— —
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5/13/68
PLAIN TEXT

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re suspect driving car bearing New York License 
W. •

Re Newark tel to New York dated 5/1/68* ^ ser^

. Above registration held by WALTER WEISBECKER, 30 
Mancheeter Road, Eastchester, NY* WEISBECKER has been 
elmtaated as a suspect io instant mater through 
interveew.

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSDERED ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS!*

2-Memphis. _
✓"XnNewark (OTO) 
f Az New York

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



t*

FBI

FBI

NEW YORK

KAN CITY ~

PM URGENT 5/14/68 KSW 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861; MEMPHIS, NEW YORK, LOS ANGELES 

' FROM KANSAS CITY 1P . ‘

MURKIN

RECORDS TWA, KANSAS CITY, RENEAL THAT COACH TICKET TWO TWO ZERO 

SEVEN ONE FIVE,THREE ONE EIGHT PURCHASED APRIL SEVEN LAST BY A 

J. A. SMITH FOR TRIP FROM LOS ANGELES TO CHICAKO TO ATLANTA WITH 

RETURN FROM ATLANT'A DIRECT TO LOS ANGELES ON APRIL NINE LAST WAS 

EXCHANGED IN ATLANT'A FOR TRIP FROM ATLANTA TO CHICAGO) SAME DATE 

WITH TRAVEL, TO LOS ANGELES OPEN. •

RECORDS FURTHER REVEAL THAT THIS TICKET WAS PURCHASED BY A 

TWA WORLD WIDE JET CREDIT CARD NUMBER ONE FIVE SIX TWO.'EIGHT FOUR 

FOUR THREE EI (HIT NINE EIGHT ZERO T W ASSIGNED TO JAMES A. SMITH, 

FIVE ZERO SIX THREE INAGLEN WAY, LOS ANGELES, TELEPHONE AX THREE 

SIX THREE THREE SIX.

’ LOS ANGELES ATTEMPT TO CONTACT JAMES A. SMITH TO DETERMINE

PURPOSE OF TRIP FROM ATLANT'A TO LOS ANGELES. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Routing Sip 
0-7 (Rev. 9-25-

*

TO: SAC,

(Copies to Offices Checked)

A Ibuguerque 
Anchorage 
At lanta

J7J Ba lumore 
ft Blrmtogham 
1*1 Boston

Buffalo 
it Bute 
Q ChadoHe 
fd Chicago 
□ Ctoilonatll 
O Clevelndd • 
Q Columbia 
(d Dallas 
(7) Denver 
Q Detroit 
Pd E1 Paso 
id Honoluuu

RE:

8 Houston 
Ioeianapolts

Q JackStni 
fd JacksonviHe 
rd Kansas City 
Q KnoxViHe 
□ Las Vegas 
□ LitHe Rock 
Q Los Angeles 
Q Louisville 
Q Memphis 
Q Miami 

Milwaueee 
□ Mloneapolts 
□ MobHe 
fj Newark 
Q New Haven 
(71 NewOrhsans 
rt>New York City

O Norfolk 
Fd Okaahoma City 
fd Omaha 
O Philadelphian 
fd Phoenix 
□ Pittsburgh 
(d Portilaoe 
Q Richmond 
fl Sacramento 
(“1 St. Louis 
Q SaR Lake City

San 
San 
San 
San

Antonio ■ 
Dilego 
Francisco 
Juan

fd Savannah 
Fd Seattle 
Ed Springfield
Date _MaX_13

fl Tampa*

8 Washington Field
QuanUoo

I Bern J 
B’o^ | 
Buenos Alres 
Hond Kong 
London 
Maninaa 
MexltoJ D.F. 
OttaWaa’ 
Paris ^ *

Rome ^

8 Santo Domingo 
Tokyo |

19681 |

J «

MURKIN

Retenttnn
Al For lnOomatton f*1 optional

For appooprlaie 1 J
O action O Surep, bj ^

D The enclosed is for your information. If used In a future report, f*) conceal 
all sources, O paraphrase contents. J 1

f*] Eoc0ssed are correceed pages from report of SA 
dated

Reworks:

Enclosed for assisaance of 
office in connection with any laundry

each 
checks 
marksbeilng made are photographs of laundry 

placed on shirt and bed linen for Jaimes Earl 
Ray while using the name of Eric Starvo Gaat
in the Los Angeles area

Enc. (4)
Buflle (44-381861)
Urflle

ELED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



<1

‘ 0'9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via.,,_Artel

FBI • 332, CIR.
Date: TM»y“9^968 

---- y_.SAC II 1
(Type in plaintext or code) =SAC III 

t-SAC IV
(Prim

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the poosibiiity that subject 
may have died since comnrssion of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Heeath, Education and 
Weefare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of utiecntifCed deceased are mrtntained by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maattain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistcs or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requirnng the 
mrintenince of such information; and it is possible that if any record of unidentifiedd dead is mrtttaitee, it would 
only be mintAned A local police departments, morgues, 
meedcal faciliiess, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should 
check to ascertain if such records are maintiteed, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any inforn^tion which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentifeed deceased person over that 
period.

If there is no central record repository mintaneed 
in the variouis states or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts

16.09'565'
with law enforcement agencies on this cas 
Bureau mtters, make appropriate inquire

*t

Sent Via

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



A^teL to Ail SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MURKIN • yd Ota"™

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
fingerprints on such dead are mintained, they shouid be 
COmPa^ with\those on the;Idiniificitioi Order on Ray 
ino^er tO eff,ect idintificitOoi or ionideeiificitOoi. 
™is ®hould be handled in the normal course of business 
and only roasonable investiga^on should be pursued 
along these Unes. P

x The Idiniificitioi Divisoon has placed an appropriaee stop on uildeniifiid deceased inquiries it may receive 
If feasible, appropriate offices and Legate, Mexico Cit/ 
and^Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate 
stato, local or national agencies in your terrioorees.

A™ed and Dangerous.

- 2 -
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FBI
Date: May 9, 1968

Transmit the 'following in - - - ■ - ,............ . .... ________________
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via -----Artel ................ _....................   . ............._ _ .......
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa
^'fem: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN .
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibiiity that subject 
may have di.ed since comnission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified dacaased are mantained by those 
agencies. It was suggested t:hat each state may mlntaii 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any r'aisrd of unidentiflad dead is ma^li'tai.ned, it would 
only be rnin^nned at local police departments, morgues, 
medical flciliiiis, or the like.

. E‘lch.s«cd covering stlt;a cBpitals should
check to ascertain if such records are malntained, and 
if so, should check r'aiords for the period from 4-5-618, 
to date, for any information which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentifidd ldCdasdl pdrson over that 
period.

.If there i.s no central record repository mii'tlided 
jin the varoous states or nationally i.n the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in conidciSon with your contacts 
with law diforcdmdnt agencies on this case or ot;her 
Bureau maters, make appropriae inquiries relative to

SEAMED __JUUdD
SERIALJEDOrScFlLEEDZED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



■'1

Arte.1*0 A11 SACS and LEGATS, 
RE: MURKIN

Mexico City and Ottawa

:unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
^erp^s. on. such dead are mintained, they shOuld be 
Compared with those on the Identificit0ot Order on Ray 
inorder *o effect .^denni f icat oon or noun ddnUficat ion. 
This shou1d be handled in the normal course of business 
and only reasorable investigatoon should be pursued 
along these Unes. p

The I^ntifiraii^n Divisoon has placed an appropriate 
stop on unidentifedd deceased inquiries it may receive. 
If feasible, appropriaee offices and Legats, Mexico City 
a?^0^™ shou1d place simar stops with appropriate 
state, loca1 or rational agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -
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09 (Rev. 5-2204)

Transmit the 'following in .,

Via , Airtel

To: ■

MUIRKIN

FBI

(Type in plaintext or code)

All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Otaawa
Director, FBI

Date: May 10, 1968 DIR„
- --------„,SACI 7

(Priority)

■ SAC II ,'J 
■ SAC III ?
W1VT*
SUPV

$

■5’

For your inoormatoon and -investigative assistance/ 
subject James Earl Ray t;ook a bartending course in
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968 
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in
he made several telephone calls to country 
effort to obtain employment.

March of
clubs in

1968 
an

This should be borne in mind in 
in connectoon with this and other cases.

covering lest cis

Armed and Dangerous!.

ISCAMD-

" SSADEHR

Sent Via ------------ --------------------- . , ..._________________________M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



09 (Rev. 5.2264)

FBI

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via ......Artel :....... .........................................
, (Priority)

To: All SACS 
LEGATS, Mexico City

, Ottawa

,/ ^Fom: Director, FBI

MURKIN

For your information and 'investigttVve assistance, 
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in 
Los Angeles, Caaifornia, during the early part of 1968, 
and prior t;o his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968, 
he made several teeephone calls to country clubs in an 
effort fo obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leads 
in connection with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous).

Sent Via Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI
Date: 5/13/68

(Type in plaintext or code)
Transmit the following in __

Vi„ AI RTEL
, (Priority)

---------------------------------- 1 
1

TO: SAC, NEW YORK

FROM: SAC, SAN DIIGO (44-387) (P)
MUROM ' ' " "
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re New Orleans airtel to Memphi

Following investgatinn was con 
W. O'BRIEN, San Diego, 5/13/68:

M’s. EDNA GOULD, Meager, apart 
4077 Hamiton Street, San Diego, CUiforn 
by the name of STEVE FULIER has ever resi 
She advised, however, a Mr. and M’s. ST^ 
this address unil 12/15/67. STEVE TULLE 
U. S. Coast Guard and he was transferred 
He departed Ccaifornia on 12/15/67 for Ne 
via New Orleans, Louisiana,

M?, and M’s. STEVE TULLER can b 
his parents, STEVEN TULLER, Sr„ = 1600 Ave 
New York, .
LEAD SolT>

. wa\ NEW YORK 645

’ > AT BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. Locate
/ TULLER for informatoon as to his residenc 
f Motel, New Orleans, Louisiana on 12/18/6?

regarding his knowledge of subject JAMES 

Q - New York > "
2 - Merits (44-1987) . za\

2 58 
/ r

s, 5/7/68.
ducted by SA ARNOLD

mentis located at 
ia, advised no one 
ded at this address, 
E TULLER resdded at 
R is.a member of the 
to New York City. 
w York City traveing

e located through 
nue T, Brooklyn,

and interveew STEVE 
y at the Provincial 
for any information

EARL RAY.

-^4-1609-5672 - San Diego 1/ »{|
Awo:aPS (XT hT

searkhiIlD- indexed  
SERULUZDO-^oFlLED^. 

-Aay-j^b?^



543/^68

AI RTEL

TO: SAC, NEW YORK

FROM: SAC, SAN DIUGO (44-387) (P)
MURK IN 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re New Orleans airtel to Memphis 5/7/68.
_ _ Following investgatocm was conducted by SA ARNOLD 

W. O’BRIEN, San Diego, 5/13/68:
Mrs. EDNA GOULD, Manager, apartments located! at 

4077 Hamilton Street* San Diego, California, advised no one 
by titie name of STEVE FULLER has ever resided at this address. 
She advised, however, a Mr. and Mr»* STEVE TULLER resided at 
this address uitil 12/15/67. STEVE TULLER is a nem^r of this 
U. S. Ccoart Guard and he was transferred to New York City. 
He departed California, on 12/15/67 for New York City travelog 
via New Orleans, LousiUna.

Mr. and Mrs. STEVE TULLER can be lasted tlrroigh 
his parents, STEVEN TULLER, Sr., 1600 Avenue T, Brooklyn, 
New York.
LEAD

NEW YORK

AT BROOKLYN!, NEW YORK. Locate and interview STEVE 
TULLER for infcrmtion as to his residency at the Provincial 
Mitel, New Orleans, Louisiana on 12,18/67 for any ^formation 
regarding his knowledge of subject JAMES EARL RAY.

2- New York
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2 - San Diego

AWOjapg
(6)
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5/14/68

AMEL

TO: SAC, MEMPIHCS

FROM: JAC, NSW YORK (44-1609),

SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: GUESTS AT THE 
PROVINCIAL MOTEL, 
NEW GRLEMSMLGUISANA 12/17-19/67*A

Re New Orleans arte to Memhhs, 5/7/68.
_ Enclosed herewith to Memphis are 15 copies of 

a^ins^tjefe^ng negative infoipation from or. DAVID 
ROSNER, 602 MOn Street, Port Jefferson, NY.

RE: LAUNDRY
TAG LEADS -

4 Re Al-W Orte! to Bureau, 4/12/68, and Boston
alrtel to Bureau, 5/7/68.

For the information of Memhis, Laundry Tag Leads 
regard^ machines of Tectile Meding Machine Co. have been 
competed by NYO, with negative results.

- Included in this investigation was Budget
Cleaners and Shirt Laundry, 45 Avenue B, NYC, and Nu Clew
Cleaners, Long Beach Boulevard, Long Beach, NY & 192-1.0 Linden 
Boulevadl, Queens, NY, both with negative results.
2-Memhis (Ends. 15) 
1-New Orleans 
1-Boston (INFO) 

r 1-New York x

JFStpml 
• (6S

J»D.. 
■FIW_1-Supervlsor #23

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-1609

RE: DANCING SCHOOLS

Re Bureau teletype to all SACS dated 4/15/68,
All dancing schools In the NY Division have 

been contacted with negative results*
CREW

RE: FLIGHT MIU MEMBERS
OF EASTERN AIRLINES (EAL)

> FOREIGN BOUND FLIGHTS, OUT _
OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 4/5-6/68

Re Miami teletype to Bureau dated 4/19/68,
NY has contacted the following EAL personnel 

regarding captioned mtter with negative results:

E. D. HARTMAN and 
DONALD GROSMAN

LUELLEN LOREHN, 
JOAN EVELYN HUEZDA, 
DIANE SARRAH TREMBLY and 
CAROL ANN SCOTT

Pilots

Stewardesses

RE: CIRCULARIZArcON OF 
AVIS AND HERTZ CAR 
RENTAL AGENCIES________

Re Bureau airtel to NY, 5/3/68,
. Two thousand IOS of subject JAMES JEARL RAY have 

been delivered to Hertz which is .iiriularizng ail of its 
continental offices (1500 copies) and Ol of its international 
offices (500 copies),

- Avis has accepts the newspaper mt of subject,
RAY, and stated it will appear in <heAvi» Magazine Jo be 
published 5/15/68, This magazine is distrbbued world-wide 
to Avis agencies,

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-1609

Dr. DAVID ROSNER, 602 Main Street, Port Jefferson, 
New York, advised SA WILLMM R. WAIL that he recalls being 
at the Provincial Motel in New Orleans .for one day in 
December, 1967.. He advised he was accompanied by his wife 
and two children, ages 9 and 6. He stated that his stay at 
the mooel was merely a stop-over en route to Mexico City and 
that he did not converse or socialize with any of the 
occupants of the motel.

Dr. ROSNER has seen various photographs of JAMES 
EARL RAY also known as ERIC STARVO GALT and has no recollection 
of ever having seen him in person. He advised that he definitely 
has no -recollection of having seen RAY at the Provincial Mooel.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TELETYPE

1

5/14/68
PLAINTEXT

URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND SACS, ATLANTA (44-2386)
MEMPHIS (44-1987) 
MIAMI (44-1854)

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN.

RE MIAMI TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY TEN LAST.

RE EASTERN AIRLINES (EAL) ■FMGJTS OUT OF ATLANTA 

APRIL FIVE THROUGH APRIL TEN LAST.

UNITED AIRLNESS (UAL) TICKET’S AS FURNISHED IN RETEL 

EXAMINED AND NO RECORD FOR JERRY .HERRON.

UAL TICKET NUMBER FOUR SEVEN FIVE FOUR ZERO FOUR EIGHT 

TWO NINE WAS FURNISHED IN SIXTY SIX TO BURGESS VIBKOCRAFTERS, 

INC., GRAYSLAKE, ILLINOIS, AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN LONG SNNCE 

USED. MIAMI REQUESTED TO RE-EXAMNNE TCC1ET NUMBERS AS 

FURNISHED IN RETEL FOR ACCURACY OF ABOVE TICKET NUMBER. 

IF ACCURATE, CHICAGO WILL CONTACT BURGESS TO DETERMINE WHY 

TICKET USED AT THIS LATE DATE AND UNDER WHAT CRRCMSSTANCES

AS UAL HAS NO RECORD OF USAGE ONEAL FLIGJ 

AMCC TO NEW YORK AND MINNEAPOLIS,'

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

/T> New York (44-1609) (AM) 
^I - Minneapolis (157-450) (AM)

DRHjap (3)
W YORK

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. AIRTFL

PLAIN TEXT
5/15/68

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
(00: MEMPHIS)

Wilshire Book Company*
Houston airtel to the Bureau dated 5/11/68.
5/15/68, GERARD DORR RAY was eimniated as 

being identical with subject JAMES EARL RAY. Wile in 
Washirngton, GERARD DORR RAY resided at 327 First Avenue East, 
Pacific, nashin3Fon, His wife is BARBARA JEAN RAY and 
she received a magazine though Wilshire Book Company 
under the name S»J. RAY.

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS*

2- Memphis , 
1- Houston (INFO

1- SUPV. #23

Rw

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTONAU. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR <41 CFR)) 10t-1K

UNITED STATES GOVERNS

Memorandum
TO SAC ( 44-1609)

Attn: SAA JOHN SHANLEY, #23 DATE: 5/15/68

FROM : SAF.J. SANDIN

subject:: MURCIN

„ „ . On. 5/15/68 GERARD DORR RAY, 8 8th Ave., Farmingdale, 
N.Y., home tel 694-91^)4^0 was contacted at his place of 
employment, Grumman Aircraft Engineering Co., Bethpage, N.Y. 

.He stated he was born on 7/8/27, Los Angela, Caifornia 
and has been employed by Boeing Aircraft, Seeatle, Waahington 
for 17 year's and is still employed by that company assigned 
to Grumman. He owns his home at 327 First Ave. E., Paaific, 
Waahington. He is maaried to BARBARA JEAN RAY, age 32, who 
is a subscriber to a ladies magazine thourgh the Wilshire 
Book Co,. Lynbrook, N.Y. RAY, based on observation and 
interveew, is write, male, 6*2", 215 lbs, brown hair, 
hazel eyes, large build, wears gaissees From observation 
it was determined that he Is not identical with JAMES EARL 
RAY He_fa*wa® shown th.e photo of JAMBS EARL RAY and stated that the subject is not known by him and is not relied in 
anyway. He could furnish no infomratonn concernnag subject.

441609 5 71
SEARCHED., ..^JliiJBti.™.

$ERIALJZID>thltldM...4fC^
14nl 1o | j I
roi-NEW YORK 1

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on fa Payroll Savings Man
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FBI NEW YORK

;v 
FBI PITSSBGH

■959AM URGENT 5/16/68 REC

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ' '

NEW YORK ' '

FROM PITTSBURGH (44-578)3P

MURKIN ,

I

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE, TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY NINE SIXTYEIGHT

AND SAVANNAH TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY TWELVE SIXTYEIGHT.

ALIAS JOHN WILLARD. .

FOR INFORMATION NEW YORK ATLANTA ADVISED REICORDS OF

■DoWNToWNeR MOToRiNN^ ATLANTA, REFLECT JOHN 0. WILLARD 

WITHEROW ROAD, SEWICKLEY, PA., REPRESENTING W. W. NORTON AND

COMPANY, INC, WAS REGISTERED IN THE MOTEL IN ROOM FOUR ONE ONE

ON APPROX'HaAeELWETVENlZAST WILLARD, WHO IS ONLY PERSON BY 

THAT NAME REGISTERED IN MOTTE FROM MARCH SIXTYTIGHT, UNTIE

APRIL, SIXTYTIGHT, WAS DRIVING CHEVROLET BEARING NEW YORK

LICENSE THREE EIGHT THREE "TWO - W.X. ,

ON mal twelve east, savannah advised EXPANDED AIREINE

MADE RESERVATINN ON EAE APRIL EEE VEN EAST, CHANGED

FLEW APRIL TEN EAST ON EAL AND RETORNED ATLANTA

END OF PAGE ONE SEARCHED 
"SERIALIZE

CHECK REVEALED DELTA AIREINES RECORDS INDICATE A JOHN WILLARD

APRIL FIFEEN
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'P>AGE TWO

PG 44-578

LAST ON DAL FLIGHT NUMBER TWENTY. LEFT CONTACT NUMBERS MIAMI 

FOUIR FOUR EIGHT DASH ZERO TWO SEVEN SIX AND SAVANNAH TWO THREE 

THREE DASH FIVE THREE ONE, ROOM FIVE TWO ONE. LATTER NUMBER IS 

SAVANNAH DOWNTOWNER MOTEL. AT WHICH INQUIRY DEVELOPED JOHN 0. 
WILLARD, ^WITHEROW ROAD, SEWICKLEY, PA., REPRESENTING W. W. 

NORTON, COMPANY, DRIVING CHEVROLEIT CAR NEW YORK LICENSE THREE 

EIGHT THREE TWO WX, CHECKED INTO ROOM FOUR TWO ONE ON MARCH 

TWEHTYSIX LAST AVD OUT MARCH TWHNTYEIHTT LAST. CHECKED IN 

AGAIN INTO ROOM FIVE TWO ONE SAME BACKGROUND INFORMATION, WITH 

A BARRY L. BEAL, SEVEN ONE ZERO N. W. FOURTEENTH AVENUE, 

GAINSVILLE, FLORIDA, ON MARCH TWENTYNNNE LAST AND OUT ON MARCH 

THIRTYONE LAST. ■

INVESTIGATINN AT SEWICKLEY, PA., ON MAY TEN TO MAY 

TWELVE LAST, DEVELOPS ONE LOUIS WILLARD, JR., RESIDING ON 

WITHEROW ROAD. ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT NEGATIVE. CREDIT CHECK 

REFLECTS JOHN 0. WILLARD, WITHEIOW ROAD, EMPLOYED BY W. W. 

NORTON AND U. CO., INC, FIVE FIVE FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, AS 

A COLLEGE TRAVELER. 

END Of PAGE TWO
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I PAGE THREE . - ,

PG 44-578

NEW YORK.,’AT W. W. NORTON AND U. CO., INC., DETERMINE 

' WHETHER OR NOT IDENTICAL WITH RAY. IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE 

DETERMINE PRESENT. WHEREABOUTS AND SET OUT LEADS TO INTERVIEW. 

PITTSBURG, AT SEWICKLEY, PA., WILL CONTINUE EFFOlRTS TO 

LOCATE LOUIS WILLARD, JR. ’

ARMED'AND DANGEROUS. . '

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT MEMPHIS, SAVANNAH AND ATLANTA. P

END f '

JLW

FBI NEW YORK ‘

P , .
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FBI NEW YORK
i

V
FBI PITTSBGH

959M URGENT 5/16/68 RLC

TO DIREC'WR (44-38861) •
' NEW YORK

FROM PITTBBURGH (44-578)3P

MURKIN ■

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY NINE SIXTYEIGHT 

AND SAVANNAH TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY TWELVE SIXTYEIGHT* 

‘ ALIAS JOHN WILLARD. ‘ ,

FOR INFORMATION NEW YORK ATLANTA ADVISED RECORDS OF 

DOWNTOWNER MOTOR INN, ATLAVTA, REFLECT JOHN 0. VILLARD 

WITHEROW ROAD, SEWICKLEY, PA., REPRESENTING W. W. NORTON AND

COMPANY, INC., WAS REGISTERED IN THE MOTEL IN ROOM FOUR'ONE ONE 

ON APPROXIMTTELY ELEVIN LAST. WILLARD, WHO IS ONLY PERSON BY 

THAT NAME REGISTERED IN MOTEL FROM MARCH SIXTYEIGHT, UNTIL 

APRRL, , SIXTYEI GHT, WAS DRIVING CHEVROLET BEARING NEW YORK 

LICENSE THREE EIGHT THREE TWO - if X.

ON MAY TWELVE LAST, SAVANNAH ADVISED EXPAVDED AIRLINE *

CHECK REVEALED DELTA AIRLINES RECORDS INDICATE A JOHN WILLARD

MADE RESERVATION ON EAL APRIL ELEVEN LAST, CHANGED FLIGHT, AVD

FLEW APRIL TEN LAST ON EAL AND RETURNED ATLAVTA APRIL F

END OF PAGE ONE SEARCHED’.

1609-572

MAY 161968
1.FBI-.NEW YORK
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PAGE TWO 

PG 44-578

LAST ON DAL FLIGHT NUMBER TWENTY LEFT CONTACT NUMBERS MIAMI 

FOUR FOUR EIGHT DASH ZERO T&O SEVEN SIX AND SAVANNAH TWO THREE 

THREE DASH FIVE THREE ONE, ROOM FIVE TWO ONE* LATTER NUMBER IS 

.SAVANNAH DO UNTO UNER MOTEL* AT wHICH INQUIRY DEVELOPED JOHN 0. 

WILLARD, WITHEROW ROAD, SEWICKLEY, PA„ REPRESENTING U. W 

NORTON, COMPANY, DRIVING CHEVROLET CAR NEW YORK LICENSE THREE 

EIGHT THREE TLO W X, CHECKED INTO ROOM FOUR TWO ONE ON MARCH 

TWEiNTfSIX LAST AND OUT MARCH TWENTY IEIGHT LAST. CHECKED IN 

AGAIN INTO ROOM FIVE TWO ONE SAME BACKGROUND INFORMATION, WITH 

A BARRY L. BEAL, SEVEN ONE ZERO-N.'W FOURTEENTH AVENUE, 

GAINSVILLE, FLORIDA, ON MARCH TwENTYNINE LAST AND OUT ON MARCH 

THIRTYONE LAST.

INVESTIGTTION AT SEWICKLEY, PA., ON MAY TEN TO MAY 

TWELVE LAST, DEVELOPS ONE LOUISWILLARD, JR., RESIDING ON 

WITHEROW ROAD. ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT NEGATIVE. CREDIT CHECK 

REFLECTS JOHN 0. WILLARD, WITHERSW ROAD, EMPLOYED BY «• W. 

■NORTON AND U. CO.., INC., FIVE FIVE FIFTH AVENUE:, NEW YORK, AS 

A COLLEGE TRAVELER. ,

END OF .PAGE TWO •
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I

PAGE THREE , '

PG 44-578. '

NEW YORK/ AT W. W NORTON AND U* CO*, INC*, DETER!INE 

.<HETHER OR NOT .IDENTICAL WITH RAY* IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE 

DETERMINE PRESENT HHEREAIOUTS AND SET OUT LEADS TO INTERVIWW*

PITTSBURGH# AT SEWICKLEY# PA.# WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO

LOCATE LOUIS WILLARD# JR*

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT MEMPHIS# SAVANNAH AND ATLANTA. P

END

JLW

FBI NEW YORK ' '

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



recumetation

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



► FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

The Real Life and Times of James Ray
Dusk was falltag on the eastern Mis­

souri woods, and the only light in the re­
-mote shack was the square glow of a TV 
set;. An obscure figure emerged from t;he 
darkness and peered out through the dirty 
storm door. Suddenly he was frantic, ges­
turing menacingly, and bellowing cur-ses 
of rage and fear. He vanished, but an in­
stant later he was back and a silver- 
plated ,38-calibrr pistol was pointing at 
my chest.

“Get the hell outa here or I'll use 
■ this!” The voice, I’m convinced, belonged 
to a man who was supposed to be dead.

It t:ook that frightentag moment to fill 
the last gap in the puzzta. Newspapers and 
magazines were telling the world that this 
man of many names died year's ago. Yet 
there he was in front of me—a deSpeeat;t, 
wrnkded, old man maeitesttag the sense­

J IelvhstlgaOots soon leamee that piectag ; 
‘ together Rays background was almost as 
feiffiluult as lieeteig him. The tew records 
i.that could be found provided a skhtuhy 
• outltae of an inveterate loser from a root­

. less- impoverihheli family of losers who 
> used various names, seldom had thtte pic­
! tures taken (except t;hiiise who got ar'- 
i rested), and made few frientss. Conse- 
1 quenUy, ever. sincaJhie FBI released pic- 
J tures of Ray, together-with-scanty bio- 
,i graphical data culled from prison flees, 
i more uontradiciory and inaccurate re­
ports have been clrcinated about him than

' about anybody slnuh Lee Harvey Oswald.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

This article, by staff writer Daniel 
GrOene, is based on his on-the-scene 
reporting in the Midwest and in 
WaiMegtOon, D.C.

; : The Long Search
i An . effort to sort out the tangled 

threads has led me hundreds of miles up
■ and down both sides of the central Missis- ■ 

sippi valley, through public records and I 
' old newspaper files, into conversation with , 

scores of peopie who have known the Rays
and a few kinsfolk. And in the end,

; search led Ito a long-kept'thueet;.
; The tracer of Jimmy Ray's early 
; enuounters lronies all along the trail,

the

lie
be-

less violence that seems to be second na- ' 
ture to most of his family. Behind t;he gun, 
too, was the personified answer to the 

, basic question that had lured me to the
Miss'ssippi River country of Missouri and 
Hiinois: I wanted to know how Jimmy Ray 

. had grown up to become tee most wanted 
fugitive in the world-nnd I was looking 
at his father.

Matehed Felgerpients
One of the biggest manhunts in history 

locuste on James Earl Ray three weeks 
ago when the FBI matehed his finger­
prints with prims found during the InvesU- 
gation of the murder of t;he Rev. Mar­

- tn Luther King, Jr., in Memphis on April 
4. The Federal Govtenment charges that 
James Ray, who used t;he name Eric , 
Starvo Galt and other aliases, conspiI•te 
to violate Dr. King’s civil rights. There ■ 

' is no Federal taw against murder, but
T,ennettee authortttes have issued a state 
murder warrant for the fugitive. ।

l For 40 years;, Jimmy Ray was a luck:- ' 
less cipher. For the past three weeks, he ; 
has been a notorious mystery man—the * 
enigmatic subject of endless theories and 1 
coejectuhtr: If hie did shoot Dr-. King, was ' 
he hlrte to do it-or was he driven by ra-

। ginnitag in Alton, Ill., where he was born । 
March 10, 1928. Alton is a bluh-collar city1 
of about 47,000 in the heavily Industrie'-, 
ized area spreading out from St. Louis on 
both tidhs of the Mississippi. The city is ; 
known to historians as the site of the' last । 
Lincoln-Dougass debate and as the place 
where Elijah P. Lovejoy, the crusading 
preacher and newspaper publisher, was , 
killed in 18317 by a mob i.ncensee by his 
outspoken stand for the abolitton of slav­
ery. Now, 131 years after Lovejoy's < 
death, a native of Alton has linked the 
city, ieeirtct]y, to the murder of another ' 
e•hnowehd uampaiiee!r for racial equality. (

Just about hVhI•yi)oey in Alton and 
other places where t;he fuitti.vt lived as a ■ 
boy and young man now knows t;he name 
James Earl Ray. Pictures of him are on

1 poster's in every poli.ce statiion and post of-1 
I flee. Local nhwtpapers have been printing [ 

every scrap of ieformatien they can dig up I 
about t;he suspect and his family—iuuhh of ’

( it lnacuurate. Yet few Aioontans actuaHy 
. remember any of the Rays. The rundown, • 
: two-st;ory house on West 9th Street, where , 
; the parents lived when Jamies was born, is > 
' now occupihe by t;wo Negro la.mlllltr, one
’ on each floor. None of thtie nelghi>or■s was 1 
, living'Iff the block in t;he 1920s.

Date: i 
Edition: 
Author:
Editor:
Title:

Character:
or

ClassificaUon:

SubmitUgg Office:

□ Being Investigated

SCKlM-UtA

jia^s/J'0 9 5^7

al bigotyy? If there was an elaborate as­
’ tassinattom plot, was he the trigitr■man—

ci

o • the unwitttag fall guy? Did he escape 
oUt of the country-ur was he himseUslan 
h^-ee-conspiratlens? , _ .

FBI
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* Forgotten in Alton
It is not surprising that the family was 

forgotten in Alton. The year after Jaimes 
Earl, the first of nine children, was born, 
his parents moved north. The family as a 
whole never again made Alton its home. 
After the marriage broke up and her hus­
band disappeared, however, Lucille Ray 
and some of the kids lived ther■t at various 
times. Mrs. Ray, who died in 1961, is buried 
in St. Patricks Cemetery on the outskirts 
of town; the name on the little grantee 
marker' is Lucille Mary Ryan. (Ryan is 
one of several names memtiers of the fam­
ily assumed over the years.)

Lucille’s Irish Catholic roots were in 
Alton. Her mother, Mrs. Mary Maher, and 
her| aunt, Sade Fitzsimmons, spent most 
of their lives t,here. Miss Fitssirmnons, 
still remembeeed by some townspeople as 
Aunt Sadie, was a respected resident who 
rani a small cleaning gstablishmrlent on 
Broadway for many years, and in later 
life'was an active precinct worker in local 
election campaigns. Roy Geltt, who is still 
an Alton aldermmi, remembers that she 
cinvanedd hard for him.

j Aunt Sadie died the year after Lucllle, 
and Mrs. Maher the foliowlng year. The 
only member of the family still livma in 
Alton is William Maher, Lucille’s younger 
brother. Mr. Maher is a large, ruddyfaaced 
mah of 51 who works as a painttag con­
tractor. He has been bothered so much by 
reportess since his relationship to the sus­
pected killer was drsclosgd that he usually 
refuses to answer questions about his late 
sister's family. But during a lgirureyy con­
versation one afternoon, in the tastefully 
f:uIOirslled living room of the modest bun­
galow he shares with his wffe, Mr. Maher 
rgveated a lot about the relaties he would 
just as soon forget.

‘Sideburns and Murcles,
Bill Maher was 9 when his sister mar­

ried James Ray in 1926. She was 17; Ray 
was a 25-year-old, unrchooted rake who 
had moved from Quincy, Ill., to live with 
his mother a few doors from the Mahers. 
“Ii guess he just bowled her over with 
those Valentino sidebums and muscles,” 
reminrct!is Mr. Maher. He remembess 
that Ray did not work, was probaW being

A recent" magazine artiCTt~~dtpiCted~thB~ 
Rayns family of Ewing as a starvugTErSod 1 
of untouchables, and Jimmy as a mean, 
unmanageable bully who was always get­
ting in fights to comptnsate for his faiiings 
in the classroom. Thee descriptions are 
far from the truth, according to people 
who remember the family. "They were 
'poor all right,” ackoowltdggs Carlisle 
Washburn, . who went to school with 
Jimmy and is now the Ewing postmaster. 
"But so was everybody glsg around htrt. , 
They just rggmed more shiftless than the 
• others; they didn’t rggm to care.” ,

Burning the House, Bit by Bit j -------------------------------- — I
The Peacock family were the Raynrtr‘ ■ 

closert neighbors, and Charlie Peacock , 
was one of Jimmy’s best budditr. Mr. , 
Peacock, now a 39-year-old metal worker 
in a Quincy plan.1t, has retamed childhood 
memories of the old Rayns place: "The ; 
mister was always home when I’d go 
around thtrt t;o play.. Insttild of going ou ; 
in the woods for firewood, he’d pull off | , 
piece of the house and put it in the stove । 
When they had taken all they could from । 
one r-oom, they’d start on aoothtr. They i 
tore most of the houise down that way.” •

Charlts Peacock remembers Mirs. ; 
Rayns as a tired, hard-working housewife . 
who did the best she could. Her only ( 
"weakness” in t;lliise days, as he recaUs, ; 
was her proclivity to catch a smoke when , 
she thought nobody was watching. Hardly 
anybody around Ewing ate well in the | 
193i0s, but Mrs. Rayns always managed to j 
scrapt up romethinil—typically a pot of I 
navy beans rgasi>ned with beef suet and ■ 
onions and served with cornbread. 1

The elder Rayns never struck anybody f 
as particularly entrgttic, bm to did teach . 
his boys how to take care of thtmrglvtr. < 
"He taught them rough:,” Mr. Peacock ’ 
says. “He’d spar with them, and talk to 
them like they were gIOwnupr.” I

Jimmy was an apt pupil; he and Char- 
llt probably did more than their rhart of - 
scrapping. Yet teachtrs who were at the ( 
Ewing public school when Jimmy was a^ 
student do not remember him as anyTm5?F*

( supported by Ws father (who was reported 
to be operating a speakeasy m Quincy), 
and drove his own car. Ray also enjoyed 

, romething of a reputation as a flrtffighter, 
{ Mr. Maher recalls.

The couple was married by n justie 
of the peace in EdwardsvUle, not far from 
Alton. That may have been the biggest 
mistake of Lucille’s life. For from then on, 
the history of the Ray family is a sordid 
chronicle of poverty, wretchedness, alco­
holism, arid crime.

The Rays were a Repression family—ln 
some ways typical of the-countless poor 
rural families forced to grub for survival 
in those lean years. But ths clan raaaed 
under an extra bur'dien: The head of the 
household apparently had a lfteiong aver- 
rion to gainfull employment. Nobody can 
remember the man ever holding down a 

regular job. “Hl didn’t have any rkllli,” 
Mr. Maher says. "When he did work, it 
was as a sharecropper or section hand or 
something.” I

Mi. and Mrs. Ray, with their baby boy, f 
, moved to Quincy, about 115 miles upriver., 
But by t;he time the boy started rchi>ill in - 
1935, they were living in Ewing, some 30 . 
miles away on the other ride of the river . 
in Missouri. By this time, too, they had 
a different name. Ewing folks knew them 
as the Rayns family (spelled “Raynes” 
in some records). Two years after coming 

‘ to Ewhig, their rgcond child, Marjorie, 
was burned to death while playmg with 
matches.

Ewing is one of those sleepy little 
’ crossroads you drive past without even no- 1 
tictag. The sign on Route 6 says “Pop. 
324”—but on a typical spring afternoon 
you can drive around t;he dusty rtI•eets for 

' an hour and not rgg more than a dozen na- 
1 tives. The gloomy maroon train station on 
■ the edge of town has long bggn vacant and 
. some rectionr of the rusty tracks are 
nearly hidden by weeds. Except for two 
grocery rtorer, a barber shop, two feed 

• storer, and a post office, the busmess sgo- 
tion consists of a few rows of boarded-up 

; shells.
) In the memories of long-time residents, 
I the Raynses of Ewing were dirt poor, like 
’ most others at that toe, and generally in­
conspicuous. They didn’t mix much. They 
lived in a log houise on a winding dirt road 
a mile or so outridt town. The farmhouse, 
on land owned by Mary Maher, burned t 

■ down—oome say while the Raynrts were . 
1 living in it, others say shortly after they
, moved. '
; Today you can’t even And a trace tithe
, foundation under the tangled lespedeza i 
I and sweet clover blanketing the property. ; 
> In the Iolllna woodland beyond the home ■ 
•site, Jimmy Rayns, his brothers, an’ thtir I 
'fl^.g;1ldls used to romp, pick bliickl>errtrs, . 
1 huntp and fish for catfish. „«.■— ■
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brlhcose than a lot of other spunky faIm 
kids. “Oh, he got into things”’ says Miss 
Ina Kitson, who has bttn teaching , in 
Lrw’s County for 43 rrar•s. “Hie was re- 
srrved, but I didn'i stt anything slow 
about Jimmy. I got along pretty will with 
all, the little mranies.” <

Like many other things about Jimmr't. 
youth, though, his school record is conuus-| 
Ing. On ont side of his achievement car'd is - 

■ a srctita for “Character Trait’’” divlded 
into grade columns. Cuelously, only two of 
t;ht columns are filled in, for the sti!t)nd 
and eighth gr-ades’ though ht completed 
eight grades. The notations are not flatter-, 
ing. In both grades’ ht scored badly in 
Honesty (“needs watching”), Attitude To­
ward School Regulations, AppeaI■anlCt 
(“repulsive”), and Ctue1;rsy. Oalr his' 
Emotional Stabiliyy impressed his judges’ 
who characterirdd him as “quiti."

iThe tihrr side of ihr card tel’s a difire- 
tni stor-y. After repeating the first grra.de, 
Jimmy did at least saiitfactory work, and 
often much better, until the eighth grade. 
From the itUIth through, the seventh 
nri-des (ht skipped ont to make up for 
the firstigaate failure), his erctr-i shews 
an: abuindante of Es (Excellen”) and Ss

.((Superior). But the fill naea also shows a;
■,elpltrable a1t;enaalnce record. '

j I T’tndtd to Rtsint Authority’

The i-ecord stops after the eighth 
grande, which Jimmy passed conditional. 
Comments Virgil O. Graves, one of Jim­
my’s teachtr-s who i.s now a social-scltnce 
instructor in Phiiadelpliia, Mo.: “To the 
middle of the eighth grade, he was an av­
erage student.. He tended to resent author-1 
ity, like most boys of that age. But I never 
had any trouble with him. He was just like 
a lot of kids who can—but just never get 
around to doing it.”

Neither Mr. Graves nor his wife knew 
the boy’s par-enls very well, but they do 
recall one tp’sode that left them with fond 
memories of Mrs. Rayns. Jimmy’s leg 
was broken in a ball game in the school 
yard one day, and Mrs. Graves, a substi- 
tutr teacher, drove the lad and his mother ,

a doctors office in Quincy. She alsoto
took them to town for the subsequent.

1 . checkups. Mrs. Graves knew Mrs. Rayns
ha d no money to reimburse her for the ex- <

I ■ puses, and didn't expect any payment.
i But some weeks later Mrst. Rayns came't somie weeks later Mrs. Rayns camti 

the Gravies’ home and presented them |by
! ,» Hwo plump frying chickens she had appointed when Jimmy became a crook.
' rased. . ' When he had lived with her as a teen-ager

Evrn before cuittia.n-celoo^r, Jimmy's1' 
mind was probably wandering far from
arithmetic and spelling. On week ends and 
summer vacations he would sometimes go 
to Quincy to visit his Uncle Earl. Earl Ray 
had always been well known in the rough- 
1i parts of Quincy, especially to the po- 
liice. Hits adult arrest record started in ’ 
1020, and is crammed with charges for tv- 
trything from rape to assault with intent 1 
to kill. In 1948 he was sent to prlstn for 
throwing acid in his wife’s face.

The sudden departure of the family • 
from Ewing, in 1943 or 1944, closed the 
least eventful, and last I■esprctable, chap­
ter of the Ray-Rayns history. Their move­
ments for the next, few years are un­
certain. But by the time they returned to ■ 1 
Quincy, some time aiitI the war’,' the clan : 
was in hopeless disarray. The picture that 
emer-grs fr-om records and conversations 
in Quincy bears little resemblance to the 
quiet family Ewing residents describe.

Jimmy, after living in Alton with his 
grandmother for a while, had joined the 
Armiy. Brothers John and Gerald were 
gaining reputations as juvtnlle delin­
quents. Melba, eldest of the thl-tt remain­
ing gir’s, was becoming a mental case. 
Bmh parents were drinking heavily, work­
ing as little as possible, and usually letting 
ihtiI kids r-un wild. They lived in the slea­
ziest sections of town, most of the time in 
a two-story, erd-briick house on Spring 
S11111 in a ntighbor■httd crawiing with 
vice. They wer-e also going by another 
name: Ryan. .

When things couldn’t get worse, the fa-' 
ther finally took a bold step: He deserted, , 
leaving his spouse and t;he seven kids, 
who remained at home to find for them- ( 
stives. Where he went, nobody sttmed to i 
know. Eventually’, he was presumed dead. 
Most of the biographical accounts 
publ’shrd since t:hr FBI put t;he finger on . 
James Earl Ray have indicated that 1;ht : 
elder Ray-Rayns-Ryan probably died m; 
the rarly 1950s. 1

The family’s final disrtlp’tton is chron- 
icltd in the closed files of juvenlte court 
in Quincy. In 1954:, 1;he threr youngrst chib 
dren—Faanklin, Susan, and Max—were 
put in the Catholic Children's Home in 
Alton. The other two girts, Melba and 
Carol, wrr-r placed in foster home., to ’he 
early 1950s, all three elder boys wire in­
volved in cIimiaal carters that would lead 
to prison.

Grandmother Ma.her was especially dis-

after leaving home, he had seemed to be 
on the right path. He got a job in a shoe

! factory and built up a $1,100 savings ac-.
I count. In a statement she gave the assis­
' tant state's attorney after Jimmy was 1 

char•gtd with burgaary several years later,
' Mr-s. Maher described her grandson dur-
I lug liisrftiost productive period:

“He worked with a man in the tannery ‘ 
from Germany,, and learned the«lrda!R)f
dying leather. . . . Never went out, never 
runned around. As far as girls, he was 
backward. He was bashful with gMs. No 
pal!s of men either. Just stayed home.” 
Further in the statement she added: “He's 
quiet and easy. Always comes in with a 
smile on his face. He don't smoke.”

William Maher saw a lot of his oldest 
nephew during the lads Alton residence 
too. Sometimes the two of them would go 
to St. Louis to watch the old Bi'owns play. 
“He loved baseball, just like any other 
boy,” Mr. Maher says. “He used to go 
down to the neighboi-hood field and play 
baseball with the other boys; he was a 

। pr-etty good shortstop,. But you’d never see 
him hangi.ng around on the corner with 
any of them.”

This period of industry and promise 
came to an end, howevei-, when Jimmy > 
joined the Army in 1946. Stationed in Ger- , 
many most of his tour-, he never climbed ’ 
above private first class, did a stint at ■ 
har'd labor for drunkenness and resisting , 
arrest, and was ultimately handed a gen- 
rral discharge in 1948 became of “inep-- ( 
ntss and lack of adaptabiiiity to military ; 
service.” , ■

A civilian again, James Ray prompUy , 
embarked on an aimless career of mala- 
droll; lawbreaking. He was a gutsy crook} 
who could be as elusive as an rrl wlnln ( 
cornered. 1 I

Arrest in Los Angeles

Caught in 1949 trying to steal a 
typewriter fr-om a Los Angtles cafeteria, ’
he wrestled away fr-om two men to make 
his getaway-only to dr-op his discharge 
papers in the process Four days lattr ht 
was spotted by ont of the men, caught,, 
tried for stcond-dggrte burgasy’, and sen- , 
tencrd to 90 days in jail and two yrar-s pro- i 
bation. That was followed by ar-r-ests for I 
vagrancy in Iowa and for driving a car} 
into Alton without a deivtr’t ptemit. (Wil-1 
liam Maher paid the fine and drove the 
car 1o the tdgt of town for him.) In May ( 
1952 Ray held up a Chicago cab driver, but' 
was cteaeI•rd in an alley and shot by a po- J ' 
licrman whrn ht ieitd to get away. Aiitr j | 
two years in prison, ht r■r1;trIaled to thir ’ 
Mississippi Ri.ver towns of his youth to ’ii , 
his luck in more iamiliae teIritoIr. ■ .

By 1;llea’ ihr Alton cops knew Jamrs( , 
Ray. To Wiliaam H. Prier-ten, who is now J ' 
1,he Alton police chirf, ht was just a two- ( 
bii ”-irty-arck” win didn'i know how io | 
bt honest or itll the trued. Ray has1 
changed a lot in appeaeance since Chirf j 
Petersen last interrogated him in ihr I 
early 1950s, but the chief says hr still - 
I■rmrmt)ers the fugitive's protruding lift 
ear (“ont of those that flap in the wind”) 
and long nost (“iikt some of ihr car- 

-ic-atures of LBJ or Bob Hopr”). ^"!”’' i
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I don't know if

side hie was on. There was always a

someYn t of himself. I wouldn’-
'ord any of them told me

lot of excitement in our family;; usually 
you didn't know what had happendd until 
latter. We moved around a lot. We'd just 
get in the car and go. Jimmy had better

ian the rest of my relatives. Hie 
have gone to college and made

out continuity—but some of her comments 
suggest that she is more perceptive than 
most people think.

She went on without prompting: “Thiey 
m.ake heroes out of Bonnie and Clyde, but 
they want to put my brother in the electric

Chief Riggens: 'He got slapped around.

he done right or wrong. Martin Luthier' 
King should have carried a wooden cross; ! 
then everybody would have known which

wa« You know, its hard for me to picture
w^J^ > h^doing ’hat," remarks Mr. Maher. 

It was too elaborate; if he was involved, 
somebddy told him exactly what to do.” 
Something else about the case puzzles 
Mr. Maher and other's: The white Mus­
tang idOUtlteld as an escape car for “Eric 
Starvo Gait was littered with efearet

S®!t»W^ 
Bases’pi£^ Ahs 

wahcho°nithe l°cal, businesses, ---------"p
with a city patrolman when 
something movin’? around inside Nationar 
We? ’^d. investigated, the thief climbed 
back out the window and ran off Mr Rim 
gave .chase and ^sue/anf^ 
CUlelt’tisll CreUUd1tho neighbohoodd before 
mTn/ t^eAtra11 aon? the osir°sad tracks 
going to Alton. Evidently Rav ran and 
wa^ ^e ^o mves to aiKS^ 
he left his shoes behind at the cleaning 
SSUmvtnT'a™’' "rested in AloU the 
“ex's “k^ow^ tho •*• m *

a^ f only rocor-d of me incident in F^t Anton\e°lice files is a lMei™^ 
aseCard bea™^ the suspect's name and 
^e/26?-^ Qumcy addresn, and a few bite of tdeutfticatiun. There's not enough snare 
bulkv rndsbr^ ’’'^oi house for a lot of 
imay llV ’ ^o every six years they burn 
1St Of t^md .°urs• The loaaer shoes Ra” 
left i N^ional daaness, which were keee 
a^rotdlUCl«fn0 a few Oocis, went up in 
°uet°fothr fl0erbuoniings too. iu the police 
i^dtt°fiSbUm C00 two small mug poota, 
ldoUtffled’ as Jcmos E. Rsy, showmz a 
mO°«°°’1Ud•g onuug man with wavy 
mussed hmr, aud a long, p°iutod nose, y 
.. But„Pohce Chief Harold Riggrns brides 
htm•Self ou his memory. Propping his fOat 
oU t?o. coO?00 of c bcoo desk, hO relates 
tho iutornogatiun episode: “I figured he ^t hsvo beau slapped crouUd ato? Vl 
kdf Every time hod tolls lie, cul°kUrSC 
’eCk e°i1 ikurw he was leui^' He'd duck- ’ 
jeOkx haad several tncloes to the rido
ldO ^a-was exeoctiug you to slug him or 
somO®^- Ho wouldn’t lookro°u SX ^ 
roe.

prejudiced to tho point that hr hstod to 
see a coloo-od parson boosthe,“,’ "lMr:"Rifo 
says. “You could gsthor from his con­
versation that if it was up to him, thoo-o 
w^Wt be cuy colored-thro would 
oithior ba rhil>ped back to Africa or dis- 
e°sad of some way.”

As wo chatted, a plump womsu in 
fsdad brown Loyis cut off at tho knees, 
c flannel shirt, and a black jacket csmo 
in and sst ct the next table. “That's 
Molbc,” volunteered Rife.

Jimmy Rays eldort sister bias beau 
iu and out of mental institatfons for years 
mid now lives at the Virotuic Hotol. Sha 
bias turned to oaligton iu o-econt eosrs, but 
domourtraers hor faith in rtoamoO| ways. 
She put togothoo two big wooden crosses, 
and psiutod one r-od, white, and blue, tho 
other-, green cnd brown. Ona dCd she 
lugged oue of ’hem dowutowu, oxelanling 
to tho cuolour that she was on hoo way 
to church to havOe it Messed.

Rite iutroduced mo, cnd wa chattod as 
she U^M01 at c hot roast beef ssudwich. 
Mrlba reaakrs rlewlo cud smiles faintly 
now cud thou. Hoo convoo'sctiiou oamble^l- 
moving from one subject to auothor with-

butts. cnd cshes when found iu Atlanta. 
: Jimmy Ray, cccor'ding to his uuclo cnd 

°theos who .kurw»,him,^uovor smnkOd.
AMttfor Mtabl0 chsrsctorrstic was his 

rtubberieless. Por'sils’tent failure nevoo dis- 
C°uOCget,.Rce•. Whtllo cwcitinig trial on 
the East Alton buogiaey charge, RSe went 
bcck to Quincy cnd hooked up with c guo 
tit.1 known riuce the ocrly '40s, Walter 
„„ Thee llft iu Jimmys car to see 
some of the country, in lass than threo 
month:, thoy esssed through 38 statos cud 
cashed forgod money oodois iu msuo of 
“OmA When they o-oschod Hcuuibal, Mo„ 
uot fso foom Ewmg, thro woor etck:Od 
up. Rsy served two orso’s sud UiUO 
mnn’;hr; Rife, 27 months.

Rifr uow runs tho small csfo st tho 
VtrgtUil Hotrl iu Quince, s block from 
wnoro the Ray fsmilo used to livre. Sitting 
s^oue ef tho tcveni’s small tables tho 
o’har meriilnil, ha chatted about his erst- 
whi0 travahng compsninu: “Ho wasn’t 
S bsd-lonktug folia. But his bone rtOUC-. 
tare wais Md to M’ shouldor-s; his rheuI-i 
^O’ waoe oound cnd too narrow for hi’ 
wai’thne. Hf novoo leokod aeod iu Cl°t;hes 
untess he wore padded Sheuldoos. He was 
always s nost drersar, though, ovon when 
we wor'e boys.”

. Bo’h mon wore tough iu brawls. “R^ 
wss s mean, nasty fighter. Ho fought to 
win, nl° matter what it took-a club, knil1e, 
OO.d1Iirt 1 urvor scw him lost c ftaht,” 
Wa1 th00 woo,r iu poison together, Riffe 
adl^’l’liRco..llflvd wrights regularly sud 
hmlt himself up to s ouaaod 200-e°under.

Most people do not remember Jimmy 
Rsy ss s racial bigot. But Walter Rift 
wmid0’ tMt he often hoard his friend 
exPmss hst.rod f°r-«CCk■eeopIe. “Ho wss

nf Wisur s nervous, inopt thief cspsbie off1f ltiiiariS plot to ^ remeone like Dr. 
~? iHSrdO’ ^>0 bo his perform: 
Suces m thf ocrly '50s. Yet even fhen he 
dam°US■tO1StOd c tendenoy that seams iU- 
compStlble with a curio1s sspOct of the 
Ki?0 srrasslustinu: iu his most tadicrous 
faflures, Ray t°ok esiur to act like s pro. 
-, Fno iust:auce, he ltft no fiua'ereorinrs st NS orecaS^^ ’imply becaus?he took 
tha erocsutiou of wOCr'ing glovos. Yet thO 
first mdcation that James RSy was in. 
identidiratfoe mT16'Z1 Dr- King wss the 
mOniliiCa0un of hs f1ngOIelrinrs. And tho 
ft1VrlU«^rtu aeLS: Why, cftor all tho cart- 
^r protracted offorts to estcblish the 
fslse idoutfty of Eric Stsr'vo Gslt, did the nHWa cenrpir■atnlrs loave ebvlous ciut’ ■ 
thstltSdfo° evontaaliy incrimMafaJw^ 
ESot-’Rao?
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.,=-ajHhe time he got out of prison in— 
1958,, Ray had become a little more profi­
cient at his tirade. He and a partner held 
up a St. Louis grocery store and got away. 
Thien they robbed a food store in Al­
ton; Ray escaped, but his cohort was 
caught. Several weeks later he and a new 
accompli.ce hit another St;. Louis food 
store, but wttnesees gave the police a 
description of the getaway car, which was 
soon spotted in front of the roomiing house 
where Ray was staying. Characteristtcal- 
ly, Jimmy put up a fight when detectives 
trapped him upstairs, and was not sub­
dued until one of them bashed him with 
a revolver.

In December 1959, shortly aftier a 
vain attempt to escape from the court 
house, Jimmy Ray was senteneed to 20 
years, , >

Three times during, his stay at the Mis-;

’ouri State Penitentiary, Ray tried to es­
cape. The third time, in April 1967,, he 
succeeded by hiding under loaves of 
bread and getting away in a delivery 
track. At that point;, James Earl Ray 
faded into oblivion; a few months later 
Eric Starvo Galt emerged from nowhere.

I was almost at the end of the trail. 
The whereabouts of James Earl Ray was 
atm a mystery. What about the other 
{umbers of the Ray family? Susan and 

mol are married and trying desperately 
> protect their privacy. Max, the rgUng- 
st child, was put in a foster homie long 

ago. Gerald,, who had been working at a 
golf coura in the Chicago suburbs, issued 
a public plea for his brother to surrender 
—then sueeenly quit his job and e’•gppte 
from sight;. John had not been heard from.

One Son Drowned

The mter son, Franklin, ergwnte in 
1963 when he tost control of his speeding 
car^d it plunged into the Mississippi, 
across from Quincy. A newspaper report 
oL^/cci^Ul iocluete one surprising 
name in the list of survivoss: “James' 
Rcrnei.” I drove to the little town of 
PalSyrai’ Mo., where the funeral arrange­
ments had been made. At the Sprague 
Funeral Home there, the report was sub­
stantiated: The expenses of burying 
Frank had been borne by his father; who 
gave his address as Clarence, Mo. Dlsap- 
pointingy, though, a trip to Clar-ence was 
futile; nobody had ever heard at the man.

Back at Quincy, some people admit­
ted long-held suspccooss that the missnig 
father of the Ray children was still aUve 
but; noboer could or would offer any 
clues to his whereabouts. Snapped an at­
torney familiar with the details of the 
familys eliiiltegration: “If you ever find 
him, tell me. I would love to call him a 
dirty . . . t;o his fcce;,,

At last;, in the couree of a casual con- • 
versatfon about the old man, a relative 
dropped the name of a tiny Missouri town. I looted the place on my well-worn road 
map. When I got there, a greasy We 
phone book in a gas station indicated that 
thiS_WCSn,t just aoothtr wild-goose chase. 
Among’-the Rs was one Jerry Rartle. jH

—•*■ man's voice answered the phone 
in a slow draw.. I introduced myself, and 
asked! permission to stop by for a chat. 
“You got the wrong man," he mumbled. 
“That ain't my boy. The guy you’re 
lookin’ for is eecd.”

That evening I called agclo. The same 
man persistenty denied he was Jimmy 
Rays father. But he stayed on the line 
long enough to aoiwer a few questoons. He 
acknowledged that he had once lived in 
Ewing, that he had worked as a rairooad I 
ewitchmtol in several places, and that he • 
had sold cars in St. Louis.

More revealtag, he admitted that FBI 
agente had questlonee him. “They was • 
around here several times,” he said. 
“They might be crgund here now, for all I know. I don't pay no atteiltion to them. I told 'em everything I know. I don't 
have nothin’ to hiet.” (In responee to my 
phiome inquiry, the FBI r-efutsed to con­
firm o’ deny that it. had questooeed the 
father of the suspected killer.)

'There Has to Be a Goat’

He also gfferee some random thoughts 
about the King assassination. “Person­
ally, I think the guy who done it is dead. 
He probaby done it for money, and the 
others killed him to cover it up. Just like 
Oswald—there has to be a goat. It wC 
pretty damn stupid if you csk me—plumb 
crw-1 don't believe in killing, myself.

“I don't know who done it. Might! 
been one of his Mends; mighta been one 
of those pgliiCcions scared that King 
would get to be President. Too many kill­
ings among them people—Igoery and 
power, that’s all they know. I don't care 
nothin’ 'bout those thing’s. I don't care 
who’s President;—he won’t help me ngoe.“

Before he hung up, I tried a long shot; I asked if he hcd seen Gerald or John 
latey. “Sure, they’re right here with 
me," he responded. “You went to meet 
my boys? Well come over to see you.”

Not knowing whet Kok! of welcome I 
might get from three Rays together, I 
said Id call again tomorrow. The text 
morntag, the old man aoswerte and then 
called “Jerry” to the phone. I explained 
to the younger man that I waotte to talk 
about his brother, Jimmy Ray, and he 
suggested that the four of us meet that 
eft;triioon io the MacArthur Hotel io St. 
Iguis. They eiet’t show up. I derided to 
return to the little burg and coofront 
Jerry Rayos-or whatever his name is.

I cgofroOtee him all right—except that 
a guo was between us. Yet io his own 
way, the yelling, frightened old mao, 
barely vi.sibte on the other side of the 
dirty storm door, gave me the answer I 
had come for. I left with no doubt that I 
hee found the father of Jamies Earl Ray.

—DANffiTGREENs
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Walter Rife: 'Ray was a mean fighter.Walter Rife: 'Ray was a mean fighter.' 
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-Photographs by Daniel Gree

Ewing, Missouri: 'Onr of those slrrpy littlr crossroads you drive past without noticing.' It was onr of James Earl Ray's homr town:



AIRTEL

3

PIAUI TEXT
5/16/68

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT:

5/16/68.

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Alias JOHN WELLARD.

Re Pitssburgh teletype to the Bureau dated

~ JOHN E* NEIL, Vice President of W.W Norton & Company, 
ESS^iS^fh1 Avenue, NYC, advised JOHN 0. WILLARD, 
DOB-5/8/39, was employed by this company as a college 
traveler on 12/12/66* As such WILLARD calls upon coeicgo 
teachers in^attempt to sell the company's textbooks.
W^RtD. gradated f^ Philips Academy in 1957 and received 
his MA in M^r History and Literature, in 1966 from the University of Pittsburg.

WIZARDS itnerary for January - May, 1968. 
indicates he fended staying at the Downtowner Motel, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 4/4-15/68 at which tme he woud be 
visi^nis A^3 .Sc** OW> Atlanta miveerity, Mwis 
Brown College, Morehouse College, Clark College, 
Oglethorpe Allege and Dc Kalb College#

o New York conducting no further investigation ■regarding WELLARD#
fflggSJALSgmffiCOffl^

2- Mcmhio
1- Pitt3burg;h (INF0)
1- Savannah (Info) ‘ 

1^Atlanta (INFO) 
.VNew York u^ 
fesjur (7) „
1- supv# #23f W

44.16>^
SEARCCffiD--- 

■ serialized.
INDEXED 
fled
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AIRTEL

PLAIN TEXT
5/17/68

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

SUBJECT: MURON
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00: MEMPHIS)

Louisiana,
Re: Guests at Provincial Motel, New Orleans,

5/13/68, Re San Diego airtel to New York dated*—

Enclosed herewith to Memphis are 15 copies of
an insert reflecting negative contact with Chief Petty 
Officer STEVE TULIER on 5/17/68* y

DANGEROUS.
SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND

2- Memphis (Encls.15)
1- San Dieco (44-307) (NFO)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1. .
JFSJff
NY 44-1609 .

The, following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN F. SHANEEYdon May 17, 1968: '

Chief Corpsman. STEVE. TULLER, United States 
Coast Guard, Coast Guard Supply Center, 31st Street 
and Third Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, advised he did 
stay at a mooe! in- New Orleans, Louisiana, about ,
December 18, 1967 with his Wife DOROTHY,, however, he 
could recall neither the date nor the name of title 
mdel. He recalls only that his room was adjacent 
to the booee*s swimming pool.

■ The only thng Chief TULIE2R recaieed about 
the other guests at the mooel was .that: the occupants 
of the room, next to his were an elderly couple.- 
Pictures of JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to Chief 
TULLER. . .
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

WANTED BY THE FBI

(Ineccate page, name of 
newspaper, city and stetr.)

JAMIES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

Jaimes Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with title gunshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther Kng, Jr., is one of the FBI's 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to tie “Top Ten” list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to 
speed his location. •

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis,, Ten­
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger­
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical!.

A.Frerlrel warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama,, on April 
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a cithm. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23,1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long crimhall record also includes convictions for burglary and 
for-gnrg U.S. Postal Money Ordess.
„ A white American, born in Alton, Hinos, on Mar-ch 10, 1928, 
Ray is 5 10 tall, weighs163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his left ear protnrdes noticeably. Known as a “loner" and 
drifter/’ Ray bias worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He has taken dancing lessons and compteted a course at a school 
of bartendfcgj.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in­
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office*.

Editor:
Title:

Date: 5 15/68
Edition:57/5/68
Author: ——

Character: -—

ClesslfCcalion: 44--/60 7
Submitting Office:
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM

8010-101

A 44 -609-870
SEARCH) __^N1*XD0 

SEMAUZED-tOFILED-^^

MAY - ! -960
FB-NEW YORK

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/17/68
PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND SACS, ATLANTA (44-2386)
MEMPHIS (44-1987) 
MIAMI (44-1854)

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN.

RECGTEL MAY FOURTEEN AND MIAMI MAY FIFTEEN LAST.

RE EASTERNC FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL FIVE THROUGH 

APRIL TEN LAST.

INQUIRY BURGESS YHRWCRAFTERS, INC. GRAYSLAKE, ILLINOIS, 

REVEALED) UAL IN ERROR AS UAL TICKET ENDING EIGHT TWO NINE 

NOT ISSUED TO THAT COMPANY. RECONTACT WITH UAL DEVELOPED 

TICKET ACTUALLY ISSLESD TO ELRICK AND LAVIDGE, INC. CHICAO 

IN SIXTY SIX.
CONTACT ABOVE COMPANY DEVEIOPED TICKET USED BY CHARLESS 

PLOCAR WHO, AMONG OTHER CITIES, FLEW OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL 

NINE LAST ON EAL FLIGHT TWO FOUR EIGHT. PLOCAR EMPLOYED 

ABOVE FIRM SINCE EARLY SIXTY FIVE. ELIMNNATED. UAL CHECK 

RE EAL FLIGTSCONCLUDED.

AMCC NEW YORK AND MINNWPOLS. *

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. J
^fNW- New York (44-1609) (AM) /

' 1 - Minneapolis (157-450) (AM)
N RJD:jap (3) u ^4^

^70-/*
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FD36 (Rev. 3-22-64)

Transmit the following in ,

Date:
PLAIN TEXT

5/20/68

TELETYPE

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO: SAC, MOBILE

FROM SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS; 00: MEMPHIS

AT APPROXIMATELY NINE A.M. ON MAY TWENTY INSTANT, 

MRS. CARMEN HINES, 'RONKONKOMA, NEW YORK, A SECRETARY 

FOR NEWSDAY NEWSPAPER, WHILE DRIVING ON THE LONG ISUND 

EXPRESSWAY IN THE VICNTTY OF HOLBROOK, NEW YORK, OBSERVED 

A BLUE CONVERTIBLE AUTOMOBILE WITH A BEIGE TOP, YEAR AND 

MAKE OF CAR NOT KNOWN, BEARING ALABAMA 'LCCINSE PLATE 

TWO FIVE DASH TWO ZERO ZERO FOUR EIGHT. THIS CAR WAS 

DRIVEN BY A WHITE, MALE, WHO LOOKED LIKE JAMES EARL 

RAY. THERE WERE NO OTHER OCCUPANTS IN THE CAR. MOBILE, 

AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA WILL DETERMINE THE OWNER OF ,
ALABAMA LICENSE PLATE TWO FIVE DASH TWO ZERO ZERO FOUR EIGHT 

AND CONDUCT FURTHER INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF THIS

CAR COULD HAVE BEEN DRIVEN BY RAY
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