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The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

State Penitentiary

James Earl Ray • 
#81071

‘Janes Earl Ray

October 
16, 1959

March 17,

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

”TC” 20 years (20,
Jefferson City, #00416 1960 operating motor 7, 5,
Missouri .

State Hospital James Earl Ray September

vehicle without 
permission of 
owner
robbery first 
"b/m DDW" 
(2 charges)

Patient

concurrent)

Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

#37045 C-5

*

8,-1966

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ■

•
 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATlA 4-23-68 3 07 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 ▼

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eai 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fi 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, X 
May 10, 1967. . 

*

1 Ray for 
vehicle w 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
issouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
e ”b/m of a D .& D 
rden State Renite 
nformation receiv

1967 ' 
of

W”) 
nfiary . 
ed

4
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U^D STATES KPAmgNT O?>W. no
■ FEDERAL BUREAU OF WSTISAM 4-23^68 307 HJC
w WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 w

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION '

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
James McBride, Je 
James O'Conner, C 
custody-robbery i 
file #88-41730 01 
information rece: 
CAUTION: ARMED 2

James E 
.mes Walyc 
’im, for u 
:irst Fug 
:fice of C 
.ved July 
® D2LETGER

arl Ray, also kne 
n, W.C. Herron, 
nlawful flight to 
itive Index >#1214 
rigin Kansas City 
27,1967.
OUS

wn as,

avoid 
26 Bureau

Alias: James‘Waj .ton

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
Harvey Lowmyer, C 
Fugitive Index #1 
Origin Memphis, j 
CAUTION: ARMED 2

Eric St 
’ohn Willa 
.27540 Bur 
bformatic 
ND DANGER

arvo Galt, also k 
rd, Civil Rights- 
eau File #44-3886 
n received April 
OUS

nown as 
Conspiracy
1 Office of
19,1968. ■

rzuHAL iau o:
: D3T L_ i
' IDVESTI-

DS^'lID .‘3D C^TS" 
. .31 ON.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads cs 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Krgcror

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) IOMf.9

UNITED STATES .GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC OKLAHOMA CITY date: 4/24/68

FROM SA ^^B B B ^MB
subject:

MURKIN

Re Dallas teletype dated 4/23/68

Oklahoma tag 554-061 checks to a 1965 International 15,000 
pound truck SN SB 548497 F, leased by National Trailer Convoy, 
1925 National Place, Tulsa.

D^^^^^|^^Ho£ the Oklahoma City office of this firm, 
1213 N. Indiana, said this unit is not one of hers, but that
thedriver^s identity could be ascertained by contact with 
D^^lB^^^^Hof the Legalization Department, Tulsa, TE 8 9811.

She said the number XTL 6200 would be needed by Bl

S^e explained that this firm leases trucks from owners, and 
then gets the trucks properly listed in various states, whereupon 
the trucks are leased to drivers, usually the owners who had 
originally leased to National Trailer convey.

The foregoing was given to SA at 4:20 PM,
for handling by Agent working this case.

AGBR 
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 44~GfiL'%3
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/24/68

AIRTEL

TO:

♦

AIR MAIL

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686) P

MURKIN
CR
00:Memphis

Reurairtel 4/17/68,

On 4/24/68, after previous effort^t<^^c^^H^^^^| 
who as m|^H^^^|^B^

Qklanoina City, he was contacted and denieOciiiTin Hemp hi s, 
Tennessee during April, 1968. He stated he has never stayed 
at the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis and had no information whatever 
concerning this case.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Memphis
Oklahoma City

GESzowg

m ^

i. i.iij

^^~ '^^& $^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/24/68

ATRTEL ' / : AIRMAIL. ’ "

TO: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861) ;
Attention:. FBI Laboratory ?

ArOM: , SAC OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686) (P) ' \-7

MURKIN. . . ' ’ - ' . ’ " / A ' - ■ \ .
00 Memphis ‘ ;.■ 7. •' ‘ - . ■

Re Memphis airtel to all continental offices 4/19/58.

Re: Laundry chocks ■ ; . ■ •

; ' r ■ .Enclosed herewith for the Laboratory is a piece of 
white cloth1 containing samples of Thermo-seal laundry markings 
of the Clinton Laundry and Cleaners, Clinton, Oklahoma, and .. 
two pieces of paper containing Thermo-seal laundry markings of 
the Stillwater Laundry, Stillwater, Oklahoma.

. Ori April 23, 1968, Assistant Manager,
Stillwater Lmmdrv, ^^South Main, Stillwater, Oklahoma,: 
advised SA PmKlHthit Thermo-seal laundry mark 20R-3 
is employed unns business* S^H^tated'that the letters

. of the alphabet are used, to designate a particular week and that 
each letter could be used only .once every 26 weeks. The digits 
used in the code before the letter are used to designate a load 
numbar and digits used after the letter designate a particular 
order in that.particular load. Therolor is changed at random 
and ten colors in all are used, S^H^Ipreduced laundry receipt 
number 1382 4 dated 1/30/6 8, in -the name of ijH no address, 

..for two shirts, which had. a' Thermo-seal- tape 'atfacneo, red in

3 - Bureau (Enc 3) ^^^ ' . . ' .
2 - Memphis (44-1987) ?■ V . 7 ‘ ‘'

72?- Oklahoma City 7- ■.-'■ ' ■".’ ;-■ ■/. '■ ‘ ' 7 . . - " '
JAG:ow "-7; 7. ■ •"•■ •• ‘ ■. ■' .••■ '7/ 7 ' ■ " ■

^/- 6 ^ ' ^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OC 44-686

color and imprinted with code number 20R-3. ^^Madvised that 
D^His a regular customer and is well known to him. S^HlM 
further advised that code number 20R-3 has not been used since 
1/30/68, and would have been used prior to this in August of 1967, 
but duo to the fact that no records arc available, it would be 
impossible to determine who night have been assumed this code 
at that time or the color of the code used. ^H^l furnished 
samples of Thermo-seal tape used in his business for submission 
to the FBI Laboratory,

S^^^Hwas exhibited Wanted Flyer number 442-A for 
JA^S EARL RAY, at which time he advised that he could not 
identify this individual as being identical with anyone he has 
observed in the past.

On 4/23/68, P^^H^B manager ,C^h^onLaun^y 
and Cleaners, Clinton, Oklahoma, advised SA 
that his firm uses a code such as 20R-3. The letter in the code 
is changed weekly and the entire alphabet is utilized. By 
calculating on a calendar P^^Hwas able to determine that the 
symbol 20R-3 would have been in use from noon, 9/22/67 through 
noon on 9/29/67. Prior to this time the code would have been 
used in March, 1967. In ^’arch 19CMT the code would have been 
used again but in March, 1968, firm was not using a
Thermo-seal marking machine. Prior to September, 1967, the 
firm was using a Thermo-seal marking machine which is no longer 
in operation but this machine produced a wider tape. '. This particular 
tape was a wider tape than the current machine being used and the 
tape used was gold in color. P^^^Bstated his firn does not 
retain records on home delivery transactions over 3 months.
They do have available records on cash items at the counter. 
These records were scarchdfor the period 1/1/67 through 4/1/68 
without locating any having th^synbol 20R-3. Symbols 20R-2 
and 20R-4 were located and P^^^statcd this indicates 20R-3 
was a home delivery on which no records are available. Sawnles 
of the Thermo-seal laundry markings were obtained from 
for submission to the FBI Laboratory.

REQUEST OP THE FBI LABORATORY

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare the enclosed 
smples of Thermo-seal laundry markings with the questioned

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OC 44-686

specimens previously submitted in this case to determine if 
the machine at Clinton, Oklahoma, or at Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
could have produced the questioned laundry markings.

The enclosed samples may be retained or discarded 
by the FBI Laboratory and need not be returned to Oklahoma City.

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEI OKLA CITY

FBI OMAHA

4:23 P.M. 4-24-68 URGENT TH

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, MEMPHIS, KANSAS CITY 44-760,

ST. LOUIS, AND OKLAHOMA CITY

FROM OMAHA 44-310 5P

MURKI N

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST.

I ^ S11 CI TI u W OVERLY, I DI SCLOS E D 

rtl NUMBER FOUL FIVE HINE TErtO FOUR FIGHT IWO, 

ARRIVED IOWA DECEMBER EIGHT OR NINE LAST FOLLOWING RELEASE

FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON CITY, WHERE 

SENTENCE SERVED ON ROBBERY CHARGE, IdEPARIED

-AVERLY FEBRUARY TWENTYSIX OR TWENTYSEVEN LAST AND HAS NOT

BEEN IN CONTACT WITH FAMILY SINCE. TOCK WATCH AND

RIKS FROM HIS MOTHER WHEN HE LEFT WAVERLY.

F^^f ALSO TOOK PERSONALIZED CHECKS OF PARENTS, MR. 

AND MRS. H^^r^H, ONE ZERO IRREL AND OKE HALF EAST 

BREMER, WAVERLY, AND HAS PASSED FRAUDULENT CHECKS AT

DES MOINES, IOWA, AND NORTH FLATTE, NEBRASK. , IN EARLY MARCH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r A

CM 4/-3IC

PAGE TWO .

IN WAVERLY, IOWA, UNTIL MID MARCH, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, 

•HEN SHE RETURNED TO KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AREA, PRESENT 
ADDRESS OR EMPLOYMENT UNKNOWN TO PORI ER FAMILY.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK, WAVERLY, RECEIVED NO FRAUDULENT 

CHECKS WRITTEN BY R^^^f ?^|ON PARENTS’ ACCOUNT 

SINCE EARLY MARCH, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. WAVERLY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE RAS HAD NO INQUIRY ABOUT F^^SINCE NINETEEN 

SIXTYCKE, RECORDS SHOW HE HAS ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, POLICE 

DEPARTMENT NUMBER FIVE SIX TWO TWO NINE.

WAVERLY POLICE DEPARTMENT FILES SHOW PORTER RECEIVED

MONEY IN FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SITYEIGHT, FROM MES.

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA, FOR BUS TICKET WAVERLY

To OKLAHOMA CITY. RAMAGE INTERVIEWED BY OKLAHOMA CITY 

DETECTIVE A.S. j|^M WHO INFORMED '<^| POLICE DEPARTMENT 

BY LETTER MARCH FOUR LAST THAT PORTER LID NOT ARRIVE

OKLAHOMA CITY

PORTER IS WHITE MALE, BORN 
EN D PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OM 44-310

PAGE THREE 

^^^|n CLARINDA, IOWA, FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, BROWN FAIR, BLUE EYES, TATTOOS 

QU.UTE MOM AND DAD END UOTE ON LEFT FOREARM; UOTE BOB LOVES 

WINNIE END CUOTE ON RIGHT FOREARM; QUOTE CHERYLE END .UOTE 

ON RIGHT BICEP; ARMY AIR FORCE INSIGNIA ON LEFT UPPER 

arm. f^^|has daughter vicki porter, age ten or eleven 

years by first marriage, living California, location unknown. 

FOE INFORMATION ST. LOUIS AND OKLAHOMA CITY, REFERENCED 
KANSAS CITY TELETYPE STATES JACK FOX LANPHERE, WARSAW 

MISSOURI, FORMER INMATE, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, ADVISED 

A FEI NUMBER FOUR FIVE NINE ZERO FOUR TWO,

may have beer involved with kino murdei . st ted 
P^^HCALLED HIM APRIL THIRTEEN LAST AT CITY UNION MISSION, 

,'ARS v , MISSOURI. L^^^H^ELIEVES PORTER RECENTLY 

PAROLED MISSOURI ST. TE PENITENTIARY. TOLD HIM HE WAS

1 -''1,U: - :----’ ’ -' R"-r ■ » ’ ! '

RED. li/lC.K' 7 .■.TEi ?<\r': r..^< icL.

END PAGE THREE '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OM 44-310

PAGE FOUR '

EE DID NOT WANT ANYTHING TO DO WITH HIM AND DID NOT WANT TO 

SEE HIM. SAID HE WAS STAYING AT OSAGE HOTEL IN

WARSAW AND THREATENED LANPHERE THAT WHEN HE RETURNED TO 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR. SOME VIOL TION 

FRIENDS WOULD KILL HIM IF HE DID NOT HELP NOW.

| DVISED F^^^NOwS JAMES RAY VERY WELL. WAS

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FROM NINETEEN SIXTY THROUGH 

FEBRUARY, NINTEEN SIXTYEIGHT. STATE : IS A WHITE MALL, AGE

FORTY, FIVE FEET NINE INCHES, HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE, CREWCUT 

E IR, GR-YING, PRESCRIPTION GREEN TIME! GLSSES. RELATIVES 

LIVE IN IOW, . PORTER HAS DONE TIME AT FORT MADISON, IOWA 

penitentiary.

OWNER, OS' GE HOTEL, WARSAW, MISSOURI, ADVISED FEE 

REGISTRATION BOOKS SHOU REGISTRATION FOR

VERL , I WA, OU APRIL TWELVE, L ST, TOUT HER HE HAO BEEN 

HITCHHIKING, HAD COME FROM TEXAS, ND WAS EN ROUTE TO IOWA.

END PAGE FOUR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CM 44-310

PACE FIVE

HE WAS CARRYING ONLY A SMALL DUFFLE BAG.

KANSAS CITY ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW | | 

FORMER WIFE, P^l, REPORTEDLY EMPLOYED AS

W. ITRESS. M^ P^^^S PAST RESIDENCES OR EMPLOYMENT 

PROBABLY SHOU MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FILES.

OKLAHOMA CITY LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BETTY RAMAGE, ADDRESS

AVAILABLE THROUGH OKLAHOMA CHY POLICE DEPARTMENT RECORDS/

ST. LOUIS CHECK ST. LOUIS POLICE DEPARTMENT RECORDS.

ON F^m^l^HB NUM! ER FIVE SIX TWO TWO NINE, FOR 

ASSOCIATES AND SOURCES WHO MAY KNOW PIS PRESENT LOCATION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

JMW

FEI OKLA CITY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEI OKI’ CITY

FEI KAN CITY

551 PM URGENT 4/24/68 PHM

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, HOUSTON, DALLAS, OKLAHOMA CITY, AND 

CHICAGO

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 2P

MURKIN

l^l^^l, PRISONER, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, ADVISED

SUBJECT MAS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED IN PRISON WITH

REPORTEDLY GAVE RAY THE IDEA OF ESCAPING IN A BREAD BOX

FROM PENITENTIARY. A^|a.ND RAY WERE TOGETHER RECEIVING

BARBITU TES AND AMPHETAMINES. RAY WAS AWARE THAT SOME OF AEBY'S

BROTHERS WERE INVOLVED IN NARCOTICS IN TEXAS. .HE ST. TED

ONE OF THE BROTHERS WAS ARRESTED IN DALLAS ON NARCOTICS

CHARGE IN ABOUT SIXTYSIX. BELIEVED THIS BROTHER TO BE NAMED

G^| ST. TED N^|..^^S PRESENTLY ON STREETS

AS HE RECEIVED POSTCARD FROM KIM TWO WEEKS AGO MAILED IN

OKL HuMf CITY, OKLA. HAD NO IDEA WHERE R/.Y MIGHT

CO. HE LIKED E^^^|aND AMPHETAMINES AND COULD POSSIBLY CONTACT

SOME OF THE AEBYS IN TEXAS. HE ALSO REMEMBERED RAY SPEAKING OF

A ESTHER IN CHICAGO, ILL., WHO OWNED A BAR AND OF THE FACT HE WOULD

LIKE TO GO TO CHICAGO ON RELEASE AND

BROTHER .

END PAGE ONE

4-/' cX-^7
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760

PPGE IWO

PRISON FILE 0?

SIX TWO, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY L

V.7, LOE

ELUE EYES, FROWN HAIR, FEI

EIGHT FIVE ONE ONE SEVEN FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY ONE ADDRESS

TWO SIX TWO FOUR IFE LISTED NS

RECORDS FURTHER REVEAL N

E

HOUSTON, TEX.; BROTHER J

TEX. FD NO. TWOHOUSTON, TEX LL

, DALLAS, TEX

WAS EXT. DI TED TO TEXAS APRIL

NIKE, L ST AND RELEASEE TO TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

HUNTSVILLE, TEX.
G^^^TATED POSSIBILITY EXISTS A^ COULD FAVE WRITTEN 

CART FILED IN OKLA. CITY WHILE BEING TRANSPORTED TO HUNTSVILLE.

DALLAS ATTEMPT TO LOCATE BROTHER UAJAMES a| AND INTERVIEW

RE SUBJECT AND ANY OTHER RELATIVES WHO MAY KNOW WHEREABOUTS OF

SUBJECT.

HOUSTON AT HUNTSVILLE, TEX., INTERVIEW a| |rE SUBJECT.

HOUSTON AT HOUSTON, INTERVIEW J^|a^|rE SUBJECT OR ANY 

RELATIVES WHO MAY BE IN CONTACT WITH HIM OR KNOW FIS WHEREABOUTS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

CORR PAGE TWO, LINE TWELVE, WD SIX...JAMES

P

END

LLD

FEI OKLA CITY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEI OKLA CITY

FEI SAN FRAN

6:57 PM PST URGENT A/2V6E WEH

TQ DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS (44-1987) AND OKLAHOMA 

CITY.

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (L73-65) /IP/

MURKIN.

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, AKA.

INEMPi-CYi: ELECTRICIAN, OLE FOUR TWO THREE SAN 

PABLO, SEASIDeTvALIFGENIA, ADVISED THAT HE OBSERVED PICTURE OF 

SUBJECT ON TV WHCH CLOSELY RESEMBLES PERSON WHOM HE KNEW IN WICHITA, 

KANSAS, IN ONE NINE FIVE FIVE TO FIVE SIX, NAME NOT RECALLED.

ST. TED THAT WHO IS EMPLOYED AS A UNITED ST TES POSTAL

HITA, HAS _ I l(PHONETIC) WHO,

ACCORDING TO cMsEIVEL TIME IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY WITH SUBJECT

IN THIS CASE.

OWEN ALSO ADVISED THAT PERSON HE KNEW WHO RESEMBLES SUBJECT FRE­

QUENTED THE NIGHTCLUB IN WICHITA KNOWN AS THE "BUCKHORN."

OWNE FURTHER ADVISEE THIS PERSON HE KNEW WORKED AS A TRUCK DRIVER 

FOR LOUIE MEYERS, A CATTLE HAULER IN HOMINY, OKLAHOMA, AND THAT '| 

WOULD BE ABLE TO FURNISH MORE INFORMATION CONCERNING PERSON RESEMBLING

THE SUBJECT.

KANS, S CITY AND OKLAHOMA CITY HANDLE. SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEI OKLA CITY

FBI CALLAS

730PM URGENT 4-24-68 EJP .

TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P

MURKIN

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS 

MELI- IN YOUR TERRITORY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT 

REFERENCE TO RAY ND KIS CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE.

SINCE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES EARL 

RAY IS IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STARVO GALT AND YOU EAVE BEEN 

FURNISHED IO*S AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY, YOU ARE TO EE 
CERTAIN THAT ALL APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON 

JAMES EARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF HIS KNOWN ALIASES AS SET 

FORTH ON THE ID’S AND WANTED FLYERS. THIS IS TO INSURE THAT 

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS 

ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES WITH WHOM 

STOPS PLACED.

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS 

FLIGHTS SHOULD HAVE RENEWED STOPS AND SUBJECT’S PHOTOGRAPH

SHOULD EE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY.



PAGE TWO

ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION

AI ALL "HIPPIE" ROOMING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS TO

OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING RAY.

APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEING ADVISED SEPARATELY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

ACT

FEI OKLA CITY

73 PX ■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/2 4/6c

Transmit the following in ___________________________~________ ___________ ___________ J
(Type in plaintext or code.)

I
Via_______ TELETYPE_______________________________ URGENT___________________ I

(P ri or ity)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------L

PM OST URGENT 4/24/65 JI’S

Tu DIFECTUR / 44-32861 / MEMPHIS, K NS, S CITY AND ST. LOUIS

FROM vKL HOMA CITY / A4-6E6 / 2F

MURKIN

FEI NUMBER ONE T W) SEVEN ONE ONE FIVE C,

INTERVIEWED APRIL TUENTyFuUE INST. NT, FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF INFORM/ IIO

FROM N INFORMANT HE Fj-.D MAIL REMARKS IN A LOCAL EAR INDIC/TING

I F S AN ASSOCIATE OF J MES L. HL R Y IN THE MISSOURI ST TE FEN.

-^•DVISEr HE VG S INF IE ; 1 MSP FROM NINETEEN SIXTYONE UNTIL JU

TWENTYNINE, NINETEEN S1XTYFOUR, WHEN RELEASE! AN! DURING THIS PERIOD

/ S FRIENDLY

.'S FARTHER

S "LONER"

■I TH RAY. ST, TEI HE OORKEI HITE RAY IN PRISON BuKErY -ND

I TH RY IN OPERATING PRISON TOKER GAMES

HO HiD NO CLOSE F. TENDS IN TEE J RISON.

HE ^ESCRIBED

ST/ TED eH

in:ic ted some interest IN LEAI NIN TO SPE/K SPANISH AND SPENT

TIME STUDYING SPANISH FROM SF. NISH DICTIONARY' BELONGING 10 l^ Ki

RECALLED eH'LSv READ SOME BOOKS I OUT MEXICO VHICH HE OBTAINED Fr 0’

THE FEIS N LIBRARY.

Approve

J /J

F LC LLE' LXCHA.N IN

FROM PRISON IN

Special Agent in Charge

HESSES UI TH F^^INMEEI ATELY PR I OF TO

NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR, IT! NCs^W-—

44-c^ yO
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Pr E TU<;

u;. Ensi li..- inn eithe; -guld evef hempt io coni ci ihe othef .
HL E-cL^EVED RY G, VE HF TEE NAME • N" ‘D/FESS OF ' BROTHER IN LION, 

ILLINOIS. EE WRuTE "HIS N. ME NL /TRESS ON THE BACK OF SOME ILL'S 

iHHu.H EK 'NI F S SINCE LOST OR DISCARD!.' THIS PHOTOGRAPH. EE SI TEE 

HE I S NoT SEEN OR HEARD FROM RAY SINCE BEING RELEASED FROM 

MSP F LvES NUT iXPECT 10 EE/L FROM HIM,

L INTERVIEW OF HE TELEPHONIC ALLY

HE !■ L SE RCHE FIS PERSONAL BELONGINGS AND LOCfTED THREE NARES AND 

STRESSES '. HIGH HE HAD WRITTEN ON PHOTOGRAPHS WHEN LE VINO MSP WHICH

COULI POSSIBLY EE PERTINENT 1.0 LOCATION OF RAY* THESE NAMES ARE 

(FNU) CuLE, RuEEY’S BAR, POUF FOUR SIX TAYLOR STREET, K-NS'S CITY, 

' LARSON, JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, AND SM ■ ,

FE.SFIN ROuM, FOUR NINE ZERO ZERO N TURAL BRIDGE, ST. LOUIS, 

MISSuURL. c|.;|lDENT1FIE: c| J ||- ^; INMATE SUPERVISE .1 .i .. 

MSP E'KERY HL iOULI EE THE MOST LIKELY - ELSON T MSP TO KNOW THE 

. 1 ELE' L 1 UIS RY. cKl IE. oLS NOT KNOW C^Or

EN^VESE BUI EFUEVES IE OFT INEZ BOTH THESE F MES FROM RM 

cM.s eoln ^^^^^^^^|r:L

EXTENSIVE CRIMINAL RECORD. THEi E IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE FE WOULD -E 

CouFER. TJ VE OR TRUTHFUL WITH ' NY L W ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

K NS-S CITY (I TEMPT K LuC.lt FNU C^HaNP 

IMERVIE PCT 'NY PERTINENT INFuRMrTluN REGARDING

ST. LOUIS ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW SMILEY GENOVESE FOL /NT 

FERTILE:-! INFORMAT1ON.

LXE/ /NT DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in-------------------------------------------------------- —-
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

Approved:  Sent ----------------------- M Per---------------------------
Special Agent in Charge
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FEI-OKLA CITY .

FBI DENVER '

10-45 PM URGENT 4-24-68 BID

TO OKLAHOMA CITY-

FROM DENVER 1'57-203 '

MURKIN

ON APRIL. TWENTY THREE. LAST, TERRY'VANBERMOLEN, TWO' '

■FOUR FOUR -ONE QUITMAN, DENVER, ADVIS'ED HE.' OBSERVED A -

MALE AT .VIP LOUNGE,- WEST COLFAX, -DENVER, WHO..FIT.

DESCRIPTION, OF JAMES- EARL RAY, AND WHO’ HAD VERY NOTICE

ABLE SOUTHERN ACCENT. , '-

. INDIVIDUAL DRIVING NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN MUSTANG,

OKLAHOMA LICENSE-SEVEN H NINE THREE SEVEN ZEi

'OKLAHOMAZCI TY, THROUGH DEPARTMENT .MOTOR VEHICLES

AND LOGICAL SOURCES, DEVELOP .BACKGROUND CONNERKTNG OWNER , .

OF FO’RD TO DETERMINE IF HE WAS DRIVER AND IF IDENTICAL TO /

X

END

RJS

.FBI OKLA CITY

P X ,
SEARCHED

INDEXEC

2...EILED.JS
SERIA APR 2 41968

FBI OKLAHOMA CITY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY |M2 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 1O1*H-S

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
:SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686) date; 4/25/68

from : SA

subject: MURKIN 
CR

tel

Stop, 9600 Northeast Expressway, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

etweeii approximately 
. and Mrs.

Lawton, were at the Big Tow Truck

They stopped in the dining sectioi^^f the truck stop and 
observed an individual who Mrs. feels strongly was
identical to JAMES EARL RAY. Thi^fnavdual was sitting by 
himself near the window reading a newspaper and having a 
cup of coffee. After the waitress had removed the coffee
cup, the individual remained at the window seat and continued
to read the newspaper. This individual on a couple of 
occasions attempted to enter into the conversation that 
DMkher husband and Mrs. were having. The only
spec^ic topics of conversation she could recall in which 
the individual attempted to participate in concerned whether 
or not the D^^Hlived in Oklahoma City, a discussion of
children and an article in the newspaper dealing with, the
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Mrs. stated that when she went to the ladies
room the individual remained at the seat near the window; 
however, when she came away from the ladies room, her purse 
caught on the door knob and she reached toward her purse 
to free it from the door knob. This all took place in th^^ 
immediate vicinity of the pay telephone booth and Mrs. D^H 
is of the opinion that as she reached for her purse the 
individual departed the Big Town Truck Stop restaurant at a 
rapid pace. She did not see his manner of departure once 
he got outside of the restaurant.

5010-108

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OC 44-686

Mrs. and her husband on 4/24/68, observed
photographs of RAY in the current issue of Newsweek magazine 
they received 4/24/68. In discussing the above described 
situation, she and her husband agreed the person they saw 
in th^i? Town Truck Stop strongly resembled RAY. However, 
Mr. D^Hfelt that the picture reflected a man who was younger 
than the person they observed in the restaurant as he was of the 
opinion that the individual in the restaurant was approximately 
forty years of age. Upon checking the description of RAY as 
provided in Newsweek, it was ascertaine^^hat he was in fact 
40 years of age at this time. Mrs. D^^^^tated that the 
individual they observed had brown hair, was slightly taller 
than her husband, who is 5'8", was attired in a brown suit, 
white shirt and wearing no tie.

LEAD

OKLAHOMA CITY DIVISION

At Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Will display photo pf RAY to employees at Big Town 
T/uck Stop and particularly the waitress who was on Muty at 
2 PM, 4/7/68.

At Lawton, Oklahoma

^^^l^isplay photo of RAY to L^^^H and 
Mrs. ^^Hh^^:o determine if they feel RAY is identical 
to the above described individual.

2 -
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO 10 50)0-104
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA GEN- REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : All Investigative Employees date: April 22, 1968

Director, FBI

subject: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
I.O. #4182; W. F. #442-A
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM
RELEASE DATE: SATURDAY P. M., APRIL 20, 1968

THE CRIMES: Ray escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 
on April 23, 1967, while serving a 20-year sentence for armed robbery and operating a 
motor vehicle without the owner's permission. He subsequently allegedly conspired, under 
the alias Eric Starvo Galt, to violate the civil rights of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. , shot to 
death on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel on April 4, 1968.

THE CRIMINAL: A 40-year-old white native of Illinois, who is known as a "loner" and 
"drifter" and has taken elaborate steps to establish a false identity, Ray has an extensive 
criminal record, including convictions for burglary, robbery and forging U. S. Postal Money 
Orders. Outstanding characteristics include a straight narrow nose, straight and even teeth, 
a noticeably protruding left ear and a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe. He has taken 
dancing lessons, attended bartending school, enrolled in a correspondence course in lock­
smithing and traveled widely in a 1966 Mustang recovered in Atlanta, Georgia, a week after 
Dr. King’s murder. Ray likes western and country music, drinks vodka and beer and has 
worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

PROCESS: A Federal warrant issued at Jefferson City, Missouri, on July 20, 1967, charges 
Ray with unlawful interstate flight to avoid confinement for robbery. Another Federal war­
rant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, charges Ray, as Eric Starvo Galt, 
with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen.

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES": Ray is a special addition to the list of "Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives. " The list as of Saturday p. m., April 20, 1968, was:

James Earl Ray L O. #4182

John William Clouser I.O. #3837 Charles Lee Herron LO. #4163
Howard Callens Johnson I.O. #4039 George Edward Wells I.O. #4175
George Benjamin Williams I.O. #4072 David Evans LO. #4177
Gordon Dale Ervin LO. #4087 Franklin Allen Paris 1.0. #4178
Carmen Raymond Gagliardi LO. #4101 David Stuart Neff 1.0. #4179

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DAVID EVANS, also known #si

"Pee Wt
N; born |

16 0 29 W IMO 15

5'7-5'3”: 140-150 lbs:
med bld; blk heir; brn eyes; It comp; 
ogo - lab, upholsterer. Wanted by FBI 
for RANK ROBBERY and UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO 
AVOID PROSECUTION (Burglary, Larceny, 
and Receiving Stolen Goods). 
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4177 
FBJ/-3B8 901 E 
DATS PHOTO TAKEN: 1966

CHARLES LEE HERRON, also known as: 
Lee Jones.

H. torn H^^H?)! S'?" 5'8-; US- 
150 Iba; sldr bld; blk hair; brn eyes; 
dk comp; ooo - clerk. Wanted by FBI 
for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECU­
TION (Murder; Assault with Intent to 
Commit Murder).
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4163
FBI#-513 926 3
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: UNKNOWN

I 26 U OOI 15

11 thumb

u
MM 

13 0 39 W OOO 10
I 18 U OOI 14

It thumb
16 M 9 U OOO 12

M 4 W 101 17
GEORGE EDWARD WELLS , also know as: 

George Lloyd Kuoztnarski.
W; born^^^H 6*8"; 165-175 lbs;
med bld; brn hair, gr; brn eyes; med 
comp; ooo - maintenance worker, painter.
Wanted by FBI for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO 
AVOID PROSECUTION (Armed Robbery);
UrTSRSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY.
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4175
FBI#-1 467 173
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1967

Lb
IMM

14 O 13 V OOO £1
I 17 V OOO 12

rt ring

CARMEN RAYMOND GAGLIARDI, also known os; 17 M 29 W IOM
Carmelo Raimondo Gagliardi (true name)
Carmani R^GagHardi.

I; born ■■■ 5'10 1/2"; 185-200 lbs;
hvy bld; blk hair; brn eyes; mod comp: 
ooo - lab. Wanted by FBI for UNLAWFUL 
FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION (Murder). 
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4101 
FBI#-566 944 D
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

I 32 W OOI 20

It ring

GEORGE BENJAMIN WILLIAMS, 23 M 21 W 
also known as: Allen I 31 W
Benjamin Colby, Ben Jackson, 
George Benjamin William.

W; bom ^Hd 5’6"; 155 lbs; 
med bld; brn hair, gr, balding; 
bl eyes; rdy oomp; rt ring fngr 
amp; one - oonstr worker, dairy 
worker, mesh, miner, pipe fitter. 
Wanted by FBI for BANK ROBBERY.
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4072 
FBI#-497 062
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

IMO AMP Ref: 22
OOO 19

rt middle

FRANKLIN ALLEN PARIS, also known aa ; 
Franklin Allen Morrison, Al Paris, 
Allie Paris, Frank Allen Paris, 11 S 
Frankl er^^^n Paris, M

W; born ^^^| 6'2"; 190-210 lbs; 
mod bld; brn hairs brn eyes; med oomp; 
occ - horse trader, horse trainer, 
rancher. Wanted by FBI for OTILAWFUL 
FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION (Burglary). 
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4174 
RBI#-595 084 A
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1966

HOWARD CALLENS JOHNSON, also known as: 
"Dirty RodJ*

N; born (■■(?); 5'9"; 160-170 
lbs; med bld; blk hair; brn eyes; 
nod comp, freckled; ooo - brickmaeon, 
carpenter, lab. Wanted by FBI for 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION 
(Murder).
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4039
FBI#-1 501 725
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1959

MUI
MUI

1 U 000 14 Ref: 9
1 U GOT 12 1

rt ring

It little

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

JOHN WILLIAM CLOUSER, also known as: 
Jock Claueer, John William Claueor, 
Chuck A^Williams.

W; bo2^i. ^HH 5’9“; 175-300 Ibu ; 
stky bld; blond hair, may be dyed blk; 
bl ©yes; rdy comp; ooo - clerical 
worker, stock clerk. Wanted by FBI 
for INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
STOLEN MOTOR VEHIC IE.
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-3837 
FBI#-229 125 C
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1963

GORDON DALE ERVIN, also known as: 
Dale Ervin.

W; bom H^H 5* 11 "-6'0’ ; 170 lbs; 
med bld; bra hair; bl eyes; med comp; 
ooo - carpenter, lifeguard, mash shop 
worker, locomotive fireman, salescan, 
shipyard worker, typist. Wanted by 
FBI for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID 
CO1WTNEWKNT (Armed Robbery).
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4087
FBI#-290 333 A
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

MML
MMU

25 L 1 R 000 8
LIU OOO 14

17 1 31 W III 10
I 26 F, OMM 9

it index

DAVID STUART NEFF, also known as: LL
Steven Androwo, Solomon Baker, Steven IM
Greene, George Medina, David J. Neff, 19 0 17 W TOO 18
David Stewart!! e ri', Donald O'Brien. L 19 w ooo 16

W; born !■■■ 5'8"-5'9'; 190-200 lbs; 
hvy bld; brn hair; brn eyes; med comp; 
occ - hergo trainer, lab, painter, 
plumber, surveyor. Wanted by FBI for 
BANK ROBBERY.
IDENTIFICATION ORDH #-4179 
FBI#-524 874 D 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965

rt ring



FEI OKLA CHY

FEI DALLAS

1249PM URGENT 4-23-66 LCD

TO OKLAHOMA CITY (44-626)

FROM DALLAS (44-2649) IP

MURKIN.

TWO NINE TWO ZERO PERRYTON DR., DALLAS, 

ADVISED ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST HE HAD SEEN INDIVIDUAL IN SOUREN’S

COFFEE SHOP, WYNNEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, DALLAS, Al NINE THIRTY AM, 

,': CL-SlL': PELLICLE: HCIUr.E GF J ' ' IL Lr.LF.'T. J LESCLIH

THE TN S WHITE MALE, GE THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY, FIVE ELEVEN, ONE

HUNDRED FIFTYFIVE TO ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE, BROWN HAIR. HE SAID THE

INDIVIDUAL WAS WEARING BROWN SUEDE COWBOY BOOTS, BROWN SLACKS AND DA. K

SPORT SHIRT. HE SAID THIS INDIVIDUAL LEFT COFFEE SHOP AND DROVE AWAY

IN A RED NATIONAL TRAILER RENTAL TRACTOR, OKLAHOMA LICENSE FIVE FIVE

FOUR - ZERO SIX ON/. TRACTOR ALSO CONTAINED EIGHT OR TEN LICENSE

PLATES OF DIFFERENT STATES. SERIAL NUMBER ON RIGHT REAR OF TRACTOR 

CAB LAS X T L SIX TWO TWO ZErOT

. INVESTIGATION DALLAS DOES NOT REVEAL LOCAL OFFICE FOR NATIONAL

TRAILER RENTAL.

OKLAHOMA CITY CONTACT NATIONAL TRAILER RENTAL AND DETERMINE WHO

ABOVEMENTIONED VEHICLE WAS IN POSSESSION OF ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

S Radio URGENT

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FM: WASHINGTON

O Teletype
4-23-68

MURK IN

TO ^LL OFFICES APRIL 1? LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND

DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED

BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE ITSP VIOLATIONS)

OCCURRING AFTER APRIL 23, 1%?. R^SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED

SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED

TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED WRING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS

SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED

SUBJECT’S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN BANK

ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED AGAINST

LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURGLARY VIOLATIONS

TOR 3:16P.M. CST

VJ (3)
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED

APR 2 31968
FBI — OKLAHOMA CITY

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that^it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .

F B I

Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in -------------------------------------------------------------  
(Type in plaintext or code)

AI RTEL .
Via „_______________ ________ _____________ __________________  

■(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861) .

FROM: SAC OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686) -P-

MURKIN 
00 MEMPHIS .

n case entitled
".:^^^^H^^^^^^^^H^^H^|the following 
references: Jackson airtel to Oklahoma City 3/23/65, Oklahoma 
City airtel- to Jackson 3/29/65 ; in case entitled ’’WHITE KNIGHTS OF 
KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL MATTER" the following referencss 
Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/2/65, Oklahoma City airtel to Bureau, 
4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau 
4/22/65, Phoenix airtel to Jackson 4/27/65, and Oklahoma City 
airtel to Bureau 5/17/65,

RE: DONALD EUGENE SPARKS, FBl| 
FORMER TOP TEN SUBJECT

Enclosed herewith for the information purposes to 
Jackson and Atlanta, is one copy of Tampa airtel to Director, 
4/16/68, for background information.

Set forth hereafter.is a recapitulation of investigatioi 
concerning D^^^^^^^^^H f^^^^H (former Top Ten Fugitive) and 
his allegedly being offered money by the Ku. Klux Klan of Mississiooi 
to murder Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., in 1964,

. Jackson Division by airtel to the Bureau 4/2/65 in 
case "WHITE KNIGHTS OF KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL MATTER"

3 Bureau
1 Atlanta (Info)(Enc, 1)
2 Birmingham
1 Jackson (Info)"(Enc. 1)
2 Memphis
1 Tamoa (Info) (157-3231)

(J) Oklahoma City (5^44-686)

Sent

M--ML -^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OC 44-686

forwarded to the Bureau an original and 7 copies of a 
showing information received from 
a detective of the Jackson, Mississippi

Police Department, considered by Jackson a reliable indi­
vidual who is accwa^^ed with members or former members of 
the NKKKKOM. in reporting this information that
was overheard a^en^al rumor among Klansmen and he did not 
know the source, was doubtful of its truthfulness.'

The information in substance was that on 3/17/65, 
C^^^^^Hadvised that he had received unverified information 
that in 1964, the original Knights of the KKK of Mississippi 
had hired a "killer” from the State of Oklahoma to murder 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. when KING was in Jackson, 'Mississippi. 
This "killer" was known as "TWO JUMPS" and came to Jackson, 
Mississippi to "case" the layout and while in Jackson, stayed 
at the Terrymore Motel. He was to use a high-powered rifle 
with telescopic sights. This deal allegedly fell through when 
the Klansmen could not raise the $13,000 demanded by "TWO JUMPS."

C[^^^|also reported "TWO JUMPS" was allegedly 
also the killer of a Bureau Top Ten fugitive later identified 
as JOHN GIBSON DILLON. "TWO JUMPS" allegedly killed DILLON 
at the Flamingo Motel in Jackson, Mississippi and thereafter 
transported the body to Oklahoma or Kansas where it was dumped 
in an old we11.

The Oklahoma City Division by airtel of 4/8/65, 
advised Bureau and Jackson Division that complete background 
in the case involving Top Ten Fugitive JOHN GIBSON DILLON 
did not substantiate that DILLON was killed in Mississippi. 
From facts available to Oklahoma City, it was doubtful in fact 
if DILLON was killed in Mississippi,

Jackson Division on 4/2/65 interviewed PCI 
described by Jackson as a notorious confidence 

man ar^^gambler who had at that time been under development 
as an informant of the Jackson Division for some two months.

-2-
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OC 44-686

asked if he knew .an individual
named DONALD SPARKS o which he promptly 
replied, "Who, hereafter shown' &■..•< 
photograph of D Tulsa, Oklahoma Pol
Department Number 38224 dated September 
promptly identified this photograph of : as being
identical to th^^ 
’’TWO JUMPS.’’
the nickname of ”T 
and according to B 
buster*’ and could

. he has known for many years as 
went on to relate that SPARKS got 
IMPS frm^u.s ability as a cowboy

SP^^Hwas an excellent "broncho
any horse. B con si de red 

who wouldSPARKS to be an extremely hard and tough individua
not hesitate to kill anyone. Extensive investigation was 
conducted in several field offices to concretely 

d from the identification of PCI C 
son, Mississippi, it was felt that 
was identical to ’’TWO JUMPS."

Investigation by the Jackson Division at the 
Terrymore Motel in Jackson failed to dis clo^^^^/ registration 
that could be' identified as bein^th^ of ' In addition
to the above identification of SH^^|as "TWO JUMPS", Phoenix 
CI PX 737-C was interviewed^^^^^^^^^n^^^^65. This 
informant ad^^s^d he knew D^^^^^^ls^^l and was well 
aware that nickname is "TOO JUMPS."

Based on this identif^^^i^oi^Vl an 
attempt wa^made to interview ^^^HH^m Inmate 
Number at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary. Following
his beir^^advised of his rights, S^H stated at the outset 
he would not furnish any information. He did deny being 
contacted by anyone at any time to commit a murder and said he 
did not kill anyone for money or any other reason. He denied 
ever being hired by anyone in the South and specifically in 
Mississippi to commit any murder. He denied knowing anyone 
connected with the Ku Klux Klan.

Sl^^Mat this time stated he had never cooperated 
with any po icers and did not intend to start doing
so now. He said he had been contacted-by numerous officers 
and would appreciate it if police officers would not bother ■ 
him again since they wasted his time, as he was working in the 
plumbing sha^^^the Penitentiary and could hot be away from 
his job. S^^^Hterminated the interview by getting up and 
leaving the room.

-3-
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OC 44-686

By airtel to the Bureau dated 5/17/65, in
case "WHITE KNIGHTS OF KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI., RACIAL 
MATTER^J^ Bureau was advised of the attempted, interview 
with Additionally, 9 copies of an FD 302 dated
5/17/6^^?as furnish^^^o the Jackson Division. This showed 
the interview with S^^| At that time, it was tl^^^idered 
opinion of Agents that had worked cases involving
his associates, and Agents who hand^^^^^Mme^ase 
involving former Totjmi Fugitive I^^^^H^HI that 
information that hi red to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
and that he did was not accurate nor truthful
information. It was pointed out that following
murder there was a massive amount of rumor, specuutwi^nd 
hearsay information ci rcu^^^i among the criminal element 
concerning the death of It was this hearsay information
that was probably being reported by Jackson’s informant in.all 
honesty.

Bure au' s attention is directed to the fact that 
aka, ANTI-RACKETEERING, is the subject 

of a current pending file, Oklahoma City 92-588, Bureau file 
92-9329. He is an Oklahoma ex-convict, Burglar, Armed Robber, 
who travels extensively throughout the United States. He was
last interviewed by Bureau Agents, 3/5/68, where he was living 
aVBartlesville, Oklahoma. He was at that time employed at 

Lounge in Bartlesville.

LEADS

ATLANTA, JACKSON AND TAMPA DIVISION (INFORMATION)

Information copies of this communication are 
being furnished to Divisions above in the event additional 
inquiry appears necessary.

BIRMINGHAM DIVISION

At Fort Payne, Alabama-

A1 though I^^HE|^^|^|is notorious for his 
failure to cooperate with police officers, it is suggested an 
attempt be made to interview him concerning his using the name 
"TWO JUMPS" and being offered money by the Ku Klux Klan of

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OC 44-686

Mississippi in 1964 to murder Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
An attempt should be made in the interview with SPARKS 
to determine if he is at all familiar with JAMES EARL RAY, 
present fugitive being sought for the murder of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., and exhibit photograph of RAY to him,

JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS. :--------------- ----- -------- •

-5
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FD-36 (H«v. 12-13-56)

.F B I

Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in____________________________________—------
, (Type in plain text or coa^)

Via AIRTEL . ._________________ AIR MAIL_________________ :____________ J
(Priority or Method of Mailing) ।

TO:’ DIRECTOR (44-38861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL' OFFICES

FROM; SAC,. KANSAS CITY (44-760) . (P)

MURKIN

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the Bureau qre four copies of photograph 
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri 
State Penitentiary.

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is'being furnished, inas­
much as resemblance is -quite different from previous photographs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
been located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3-Bureau (Enc, 4)
2-Each Continental Office
2-Kansas City 
RBH:lib

Special Agent In Charge
SentApproved;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.F B I

Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in------------------------------------------------- - ------- —-------------, /Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL______________________ AIR MAIL ■ '
. (Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO:' DIRECTOR (44-38 861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL'OFFICES

FROM: SAC,. KANSAS CITY (44-760) • (P)

MURKIN

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of photograph 
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri 
State Penitentiary.

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is being furnished, inas­
much as resemblance is quite different from previous photographs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that W^^^f^^^^^R^^lhas 
been' located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3-Bureau (Enc. 4)
2-Each Continental Office
2-Kansas City
RBH:lib
(W
\^

Special Agent Tn Charge
Sent M Per--------------- ———Approved;

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

1 
i

(Priority)
--------------------------------------------L

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: '’AC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686) (P)

SHE J1 CT: MURKIN

Re

Enclosed herewith, for the Laboratory is a niece

of cloth KKHXX containing samples of Thermo-Seal laundry 

markings furnished on 4/23/63 by Clinton Laundry

and Cleaners, Clinton, Oklahoma. Samples produced on/unit 

#34444.

On 4/22/68, B^Hadvised SA that

his firm uses a code such as 20R-3. The letter in the code

is changed weekly and the entire alphabet is utilized. By 

calculating on a calendar, r’^^|was able to determine that 

the symbol 20R-3 would have been in use from noon, EXEXyBSZ

9/22/67, through noon on 9/29/67. Pri.^r to this time it was

used in March 1967, and again in March, 1968.

(Since R^Mvas in custody during 3/67,

3 - Bureau (E
2 - Memphis

2 - Oklahoma uity 
WRF:

Approved: _____ _____________
Special Agent in Charge

this date was
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disregarded in contact with Regarding 3/68, said

a Thermo-Seal machine was not in use at that time).

P^^^Balso noted that his firm does have Thermo-Seal 
since ^vioXt'o 

machine #33294 but this machine has not been used/^XES&XO the

week of 9/22-29/67. The unit being used during 9/22-29/67 was

#34444. #3444-4- uses a thinner tape and more narrow tape than

#33294. Also, #34444 does use a decidedly yellow tape while 

#33294 uses a tape which is better described as gold in color.

The firm does not retain records on home delivery 

transactions over 3 months. They do have available records on 

cash items at the counter. On 4/23/68, these available records 

were searched for the period 9/1/67 through 4/1/68 -without locating 

any having the symbol 20R-3. Symbols 20R-2 and 20R-4 were located 

and POOLE feels this indicates 20R-3 was a home delivery on which 

no records are available.

Since the record search was XMKX inconslusive, 

provided the enclosed samples of the symbol pertinent to 

9/22-29/67.

It is requested that the FBI Laboratory compare these 

samples with the questiondd specimens previously submitted in t his 

case in an effort to determine if the machine at Clinton produced 

the questioned material. The samples herein enclosed may be 

destroyed if of no value.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686) P date: 4/24/^ 8

FROM

subject: MURKIN

Th^followion was 
^^and Id>^^^ L^:

conducted by SAs M

At Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

On 4/24/68
PROTECT
WMA, DOB

127 115 C and Oklahoma City Police Department# 78 
the following information:

Y)> 
, FBI# 
rnished

■ He lives in the house at the northeast corner of S.W,
24th and Shartel Streets with his wife, B^^^| He is employed 
as a Glazer for the Del City Glass Company, Del City, Oklahoma.

From sometime in 1961 until June 29, 1964, he was an 
inmate at the Missouri State Reformatory, Jefferson City, Missouri. 
During his period of incarceration, he became rather well acquainted 
with one, JAMES EARL RAY (whom he identified from a photograph 
exhibited to him) who was a fellow inmate at Jefferson City during 
the same period. They worked together ir^the prison bakery and 
were gambling partners at the prison. C^Jlast saw rHoh the 
date of his release, June 29, 1964 and has had no other contact
with him since that date. ■

an acquaintance of at Jefferson City, 
noted that S^Mappeared interested in the Spanish langu. 
in "Old Mexic^" R^^b or rowed a Spanish book from 6^.
frequent occassions, asked G

.age and 
and, on

him, even though C^ himself
to ''break up'* Spanish words fo: 
did not know much Spanish. C

also obtained books about Mexico and the Spanish language for 
I from the prison library.

Shortly before leaving prison, c|exchanged addresses 
with RHfor points of contact where the two, perhaps, could obtain 
information about the other's whereabouts. They made no definite

exchanged addresses

agreement between one another to meet after 
however, and cflappeared to feel that the excna 
was little mor^Rhan a gesture between parting a 
may never meet again. The addresses given to C® 
written down on the backs of some pictures of wB
had in his possession. On one picture

S term expired; 
.nge of addresses 
Kaintances who 

y were 
th^c

5010-103

of a person he recalled to be the brother^or 
lost or discarded this picture, but believes 
wrote down on the picture was Alton, Illinois 
another picture, one which C^J still had in hi 
the following names and addresses:

(FNU) C^^ Robby's Bar 
Missouri.

wrote down the name
C has since

town that he

b-« 
jEkTALIZE M>?....*m

446 Taylor st,?Bf®S&^'
ERIC LARSON, Jefferson City, Missouri 

rd^f Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings rlim
1
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OC 44-686

advisedjiat the first of the above names, he recalls 
was given t^nim by the second name is that of the inmate 
■rvisor at the prison bakery at Jefferson City whom C^and 

worked for while they were inmates. further advised that 
if anyone at Je^^rson City knew anything flyout the present ' 
whereabouts of it would be LARSON. _

In addition to the above names, C^^stated that^^^Jie 
hank of another picture in hjs possession was the name, f^^^H .

St. Missouri.
C^^HHie^state^ha^i^^^^pw^cecaB^hether or not he had 
obtained this picture from I^Honly that he got it while at 
Jefferson City and it may hav^come from him.

- 2* -
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