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4/1S/08

AIRTEL

TO: 3AC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

SAC, OMAHA (44-310)(P)

KURKIN

Re Chicago teletype to Omaha 4/18/68.
On 4/w)b8 U (MRS. CHARLES R.) RMCHBR^aka 

Mrs. LI MOUSSOLjMBr previous married name, currently 
reslding’wITBnKr daughter BRENDA (MBS. JERRY ALLIN) WISER, 
(P.O. Box 85), Mead, Nebraska, advised that both she 
and her daughter are In process of obtaining divorces 
from their husbands who travel together and are away 
from home almost continuously.

/ Mrs. MORIS8X related that although married to him 
z since 6/16/66, she had not ever come to know much about

/ CHARLES 1^ RjjGHJLR and that, except for that having to do 
Q^wiririiTs'employments, marriage, and description, he is the

/ only source of the information sot out below, the authenticity 
/ of which sho has no way to verify.

/ REECKER was paroled early in 1966 from the Illinois
State Penitentiary where he had boon sentenced for rape. She 
became acquainted with him when they were both employed at 
International Harvester, Moline, Illinois, and J.I. Case, 
Bettendorf, Iowa. Either through direct association or mutual 
acquaintances at the penitentiary, REKCHIR became closely 
associated with Chicago hoodlums "Little Caesar" '___  
(an "Italian name"Aot recalled by Mrs. MOR I SSI), im“(LNU) 
and »K£yiVia^ "thinks the world" of "Little
Caesar"'! TEeTJouVie R" bar or tavern in Chicago is operated 
by MIKI (LNU) and/VERDINO.
2 - Chicago ^^ '^ ^
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OM 44-310

On or about 3/24/68 REECHEB and WEBER returned to 
Mead and during their conversations regarding his trip, 
REECHER told Mrs. MORISSE they had been in Chicago where PETER 
VERDINO had ’’offered hia (REECHER) a contract to kill 'KIMG' 
for $20,000” or, as an alternative, to "transport dope out 
of Mew York” for $10,000. REECHER said he had not accepted 
either offer and sought Mrs. MORISSE's views concerning then 
which she expressed as ”a ridiculous idea” for him even to 
consider.

REECHER and WEBER again departed Mead on or about 
Sunday March 31 and returned Sunday 4/7/68, reportedly by 
bus to Fremontor possibly Omaha, Nebraska, where they were 
picked up by WEBER’s mother. They stayed only about 24 
hours when they left again, taking Mrs. MORISSE's car, a 
black two-door Ford, about 1962 model, license or VIN not 
immediately available, and their present whereabouts are unknown 
to her. During that time REECHER mentioned that WEBER had a 
gun and that he had taken possession of it for safekeeping. 
She did not see a gun nor was it described to her. No 
reference was made by REECHER to their previous conversation 
about his offer of ”a contract" nor to the shooting of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., which had occurred during the 
previous week and Mrs. MORISSE was prompted to advise the FBI 
of these circumstances only after long deliberation and her 
conclusion that she should not withhold it even though it 
may be without significance.

Mrs. MORISSE requested that her identity be protected 
in any investigation which may be undertaken with respect to 
the information furnished by her.

REECHER was described as white male, born________  
6'2J, 230 pounds, light brown curly hair with blond streaks; 
blue eyes and always wears hornrimmed glasses; native of 
Coleta, Dixon or Sterling, Illinois; employed, since early 
1966 when paroled from Illinois State Penitentiary, as 
welder and lift truck operator, at International Harvester, 
Moline, Illinois, J.I. Case, Bettendorf, Iowa, Independent 
Metals and Omaha Sted, Omaha.

- 2 -
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OM 44-310

________ JERRY ALLEN ER"was described as white male, born 
________ |or *4!fr^VwW®I®F build. His (adoptive) parents 
are LAWRENCE and EDNA WEBER who operate the Spart Time Cafe 
at Mead. An adopted sister is LINDA WEBER, employed as Nurse*s 
Aid at University Hospital, Omaha. WEBER described as lazy 
and dependent upon his mother for pocket money.

LEAD

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will conduct appropriate 
investigation to determine the identities of "Little Caesar" 
_____ , MIKE LNU and PETER VERDINO and whether VERDINO 
in fact may have been implicated in instant conspiracy.

3
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

flWl»W*; --WW* ; rF'-"WF**'

F B I

Date: APRIL 19, 1968

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR (44-38861)
CHICAGO
KANUS CITY
MEMPHIS (44-1987) 
LOS ANGELES 
SALT LAKE CITY 
SPRINGFIELD

FROM: OMAHA (44-310)

MURKIN.

RECORDS OF THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE, LINN COUNTY, CEDAR RAPIDS, 
IONA, REVEAL JAMES EARL RAY VAS TAKEN OFF/MILWAUKKE^RIIGHT 

TRAIN AT MARION, IOVA, ON APRIL EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN FIFTY, BY 

DEPUTY SHERIFF HARLAN SNYDER AND AN UNIDENTIFIED OFFICERSOF THE 

MARION POLICE DEPT. SNYDER IS NOV DECEASED. RAY VA8 CHARGED 

VITH VAGRANCY AND VAS DESCRIBED AW EVI ME OF HIS ARREST AS A 

VHITE MALE, BORN , PLACE NOT

STATED, FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, ONE THIRTYFIVE LBS., SLENDER 

BUILD, BROW HAIR, BLUB EYES, DARK COMPLEXION, THREE INCH 

SCAR ON PALM OF RIGHT HAND. RAY GAVE HIS FATHER AS GEORGE B. 

RAY AND HIS MOTHER AS LUCILLE RAY, BOTH RESIDING AT ONE FOUR 

THREE NINE CEDAR STREET, QUINCY, ILLINOIS. HIS FTTUR VAS 

EMPLOYED AS A SWITCHMAN ON THE BB AND Q RAILROAD. NO EMPLOYMENT

HVB:mi 
(2)
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I

FBI |

Date: j

Transmit the following in____________________________ .______________________________ j
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via______________________________________________________ _________________________ | 
(Priority) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ J-------------------
PAGE TWO

OM 44-310 

LISTED FOR MOTHER. RAT LISTED TWO BROTHERS, AGE SIXTEEN, 

AND AGE FOURTEEN, BOTH RESIDING AT HOME.

RAT GAVE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF AT TIME HE VAS CHARGED 

WITH M1GRANCY: ENLISTED IN U.S. ARMY IN FEBRUART, NINETEEN 

FORTTSIX, AT ALTON, ILL. SERVED IN GERMANY TWO TEARS FIVE 

MONTHS. RECEIVED HONORABLE DISCHARGE. THEREAFTER WORKED IN 

CHICAGO THREE MONTHS AT DRYDEN RUBBER CO. LOCATED, ROOSEVELT 

ROAD AND KILDAIRE AVE., CHICAGO.

WENT TO LOS ANGELES WHERE WORKED FOR BRYNES SHEET METAL CO. 

LOCATED LOS ANGELES AVE. AS DRILL PRESS OPERATOR. WHILE WORKING 

FOR BRYNES SHEET METAL WAS ARRESTED BY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, LOS 

ANGELES, ON A MISDEMEANOR CHARGE, ILLEGAL ENTRY OF BUILDING.

STATED IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL FOR SEVENTTEIOHT DATS AWAITING 

TRIAL AND THEN WAS SENTENCED TO NINETY DATS IN COUNTT JAIL. ON 

RELEASE WA8 PLACED ON PROBATION TO C. E. GLASCO, DEPUTY PROBATION 

OFFICER, LOS ANGELES COUNTT, TWO ZERO FIVE SOUTH BRQADWAT, LOS 

ANGELES, WHO GAVE RAT PERMISSION TO LEAVE LOS ANGELES AND 

PROCEED TO HIS HOME AT QUINCY, ILL. RAY CLAIMED TO BE KN ROUTE 

QUINCY, ILL., AT TIME WAS REMOVED FROM FREIGHT TRAIN AT MARION, IA.

Approved:  Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 1

FBI |
I 

Date: I

Transmit the following in --- ---------------------------------------- :------------ —----------------------------- -4
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Via________________________________________________________   1(Priority) ।
________   J___________

PAGE THREE

ON 44-310

RAT STATED HE HAD BEEN BUMMING RIDES ON TRAINS PROM LOS 

ANGELES TO MARION AND HAD BEEN THROUGH NEEDLES, ARIZ., AND LAS 

VEGAS, NEV. RAT CLAIMED HE MET MAN NAMED BILL HOLLAND AND 

GAMBLED WITH BILL HOLLAND AT LAS VEGAS WHERE HE LOST MONET, BUT 

DID RETAIN SEVERAL ROLLS OF SILVER WHICH HE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION 

AT TIME OF ARREST. FROM LAS VEGAS, STATED HE WENT BT TRAIN TO 

SALT LAKE CITT AND WAS EN ROUTE FROM SALT LAKE CITT TO QUINCT, 

ILL., AT TIME OF HIS ARREST AT MA RI CW, IA. HE STATED BILL 

HOLLAND RESIDED SALT LAKE CITT BUT GAVE NO DESCRIPTIVE DATA 

REGARDING BILL HOLLAND.

WHILE RAT WAS BEING HELD IN LINN COUNTT JAIL, CEDAR RAPIDS, 

THE LINN COUNTT SO CONTACTED ALL CITIES WHERE HE WAS KNOWN TO 

HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF THE SILVER 

HE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION COULD HAVE BEEN STOLEN. ALL REPLIES 

WERE NEGATIVE, AND NO INDICATION RAT WAS WANTED IN ANT OF THOSE 

CITIES.

RAT WAS PHOTOGRAPHED (NT APRIL EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN FIFTY, BT 

LINN COUNTT SHERIFF'S OFFICE. A COPT OF THIS PHOTOGRAPH HAS BEEN 

OBTAINED. THE NOSE OF THE SUBJECT, THE EARS AND THE MOUTH BEAR

Approved:  Sent M Per---------------------------
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I

FBI [

Date: I

Transmit the following in____________________________ .______________________________
(Type in plaintext or code) ;

Via _______________________    [
(Priority) ।

__ ________________________________________________________________________________ J________

PAGE FOUR

011 44-310

RESEMBLANCES TO WANTED FLYER NO. FOUR FOUR TWO RE GALT. RAY 

WAS RELEASED BY LINN COUNTY SO, MAY EIGHT, NINETEEN FIFTY, 

AFTER BEING GIVEN FOUR MONTHS SUSPENDED SENTENCE ON VAGRANCY 

CHARGE. NO INDICATION IN RECORDS OF SO, CEDAR RAPIDS, THAT 

RAY WAS ACQUAINTED WITH ANY PERSON IN CEDAR RAPIDS DASH MARION, 

IOWA, AREA, OR THAT HE HAD BEEN IN THIS AREA PRIOR TO HIS 

ARREST.

UNLESS PREVIOUSLY COVERED^Y RESPECTIVE OFFICES, CHICAGO, 

SPRINGFIELD, LOS ANGELES AND SALT LAKE CITY WILL CONDUCT 

APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION REGARDING ABOVE.

Approved: _____________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per 
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JU 44*310
W:r> 
1

The lollevlag Investigation was conductad by 
Special Agent WILLIAM 3. FAUST, XII:

AT ;)ES MiHNEE, IOWA

M April 15, 1966, MARILYN 9I0WDI, Records Md 
Identification, dee Moines Police department, advised that 
a search of the indices of her office reveal ao file 
identifiable with Kit IC LTAFVO GALT.

Ga April 15, 1986, JOHN HAO.LEY, Records, Polk 
County Sheriff's Office, advised that a search of the 
indices la his office reveal ao file identifiable with 
ERIC STARVO GALT.

on April 15, 1966, IDA HATCHEF, drivers License 
Index, Iowa departneat of Public safety, advised that a 
search of indices of her office reveal that there is no 
drivers license issued in the Mate of Iowa for KRIC STAR VO 
GALT.

da April 15, 1966, OOROTHY PARAS, Title section, 
Iowa department of Public safety, advised that a search of 
the indices la her office indicate that there is no registra 
tion issued in the State of Iowa for a vehicle belonging to 
KRIC ITARVO GALT.

On April 15, 1966, MYRTLE ECHMACHER, Clerk, Mate 
Headquarters, Iowa Selective .Service lyates, advised that a 
search of Indices of her office indicate that there is ao 
registration in the Mate of Iowa for ERIC STAR VO GALT.

Ga April 15, 1966, ; HARON HACK, Des Moises Credit 
Bureau, advised that her office has no record for KRIC 
ETAR VO GALT.

•la April 15, 1966, a search of the des Moines 
telephone directory covering the city of Des Moines Md 
surrounding ares revealed that there in no listing for 
anyone with the last nans of GALT. ___ </y -r

SEMC ifO _.^..... INDEXED
SEMALZ.-iX f,:.,,
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Cedar Raoids, Iowa
April 19, 1968

TO: SAC, OMAHA (44-310)

FROM: SA HAROLD W. BRUEGGEMAN

S’JBJ ’CT: MURKIN

On 4/17/68, I contacted the following news media:

Cedar Rapids Gazette
WMT- TV Radio and Television Station
KCRG Radio and television Station

KHAK Radio
KLWW Radio

All of the above had the news release and photos. The 
Cedar Rapids Gazette and the TV stations all carried the 
photo of Galt o

SEARCHED_____ _INDEXEtt__Z
SERI ALIZED™L2filED jUX-.

m2 01968
FBI - OMAHAOMAHA
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th MO 4/19/68

TO: SAC (44-310)

FROM: SA DALE F. -FRITZ

SUBJECT: ?URXIN

Re phone call from SA TUOMAS CARROLL 4/19/63.

On 4/19/63 the following major newspapers, radio and TV 

stations were contacted and advi-ed they were in possession 

of the news release identifying ERIC STARVO GALT as JAMES EARL 

RAY, an escapee from the Missouri State Penitentiary:

WHO Radio and TV, Des Moines

1CRMT Radio and TV, Des Moines

WOI Radio and TV, Ames, Iowa

Des Jones Register and Tribune

KSC Radio, Des Heines

RIGA Radio, Des Moines

RWKY Radio, Des Moines

The above radio and TV stations stated they would give 

the new release item repeated broadcast coverage.

SEARCHED._/— INDEXED / .
SERIALIZED ^--4i' ^

AP2 201968
FBI —
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY IMS EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : Director, FBI (44-38861) 

^rom^: SAC, Kansas City (44-760)

subject: MURK IN

date: 4/19/6 8

Enclosed to the Bureau are six copies and to each 
office one copy of the following photographs:

JAMES EARL RAY, Missouri Department of 
Correction #00416, dated 3/17/60 and 
9/8/66

WALTER TERRY RIFE, Kansas City SO #29636 
FBI #4558766

Stand up photographs of RAY on the left, Kansas City SO 
#29637 and RIFE, Kansas City SO 29236, taken 3/28/55.

2 - Bureau (Encs. 24) (AM)
2 - Each Field Office (Encs.4) (AM)
2 - Kansas City
(120)

SEARCHED___
SERI AU ZED,.r. L--.FHED £—-■

APR 2 01968
FBI — OM/HA_______ _

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM HO. 10 (
MAY IM COITION
OSA FPMR (41 CPU) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM :

SAG, OMAHA date: 4/21/68

SPG MICHEAUX

subject: MURKIN

0MARH^2^DLE^> 411% North Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, 
phone "385/2724, telephonically advised this office that 
he had s/en JAMES EARL RAY at an auction which was held at 
Cameron and Joyce Company, Keokuk, Iowa. ADLER stated 
that he had observed subject about 12:30 p.m. 4/21/68.

ADLER described subject as strange acting and a loner. 
He added that he might have had sandy brown curly hair and 
a larger than normal ear.

8010-108-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on rhe Payroll Savings Plan
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kM*TIONAL FORM NO. 10
..«/ 1002 EDITION

CSA FPMR (41 Cm) 101-11.0

UNITED STATES ( VERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAG (44-310)(P) date: 4/20/68

from : Cassius Rathbun SA

subject; MURKIN

( / On 4/20/68 3:55PM telephone call received from 
/BEN MC CHURCH, Clinton, Iowa, 242-2164, operator of 
/a restaurant, who advised that on Wednesday evening 
4/17/68 hejf received a telephone order for a pizza from 
one "KEN" Azho did not give his lai name because he 
said it w/s "hard to pronounce". When the customer 
called for the pizza, it was not ready and he drank 
a beer while waiting for it and during a light con­
versation with MC CHURCH, mentioned that he was with 
the FBI, had been in Memphis two days before the shooting 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING and was enroute either to or from 
Los Anj^es. He was dressed neatly and of middle age 
and MC CHURCH did not question) his statement untib 
he got no response from the map when he mentioned that 
he was "from TERRY ANDERS ON* ejpome town" and was ac­
quainted with him. Since tlreucustomer appeared not 
to be familiar with the name TERRY ANDERSON, MC CHURCH 
then questioned whether he was in fact with the FBI 
but thought no more about it ointiLtoncluding, after 
having seen various pictures of GALT and RAY, that 
a resemblance existed between them and his customer 
of Wednesday evening whom he assumed was stopping over 
at a nearby motel.

LEAD at Clinton, Iowa

Will conduct appropriate investigation at
MC CHURCH'S restaurant and nearby motel as 
to possibility individual described is identical 
with JAMES EARL RAY.

5010-104
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1024PM IMMEDIATE 4-19-68 LLD

TO ALL SACS EXCEPT KANSAS CITY/ ANCHORAGE/ HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN

MESSAGE RELAY PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 5P

MURKIN. OOI MEMPHIS.

JAMES EARL RAY/ AKA. EARL JAMES RAY/ W. C. HERRON/ EARL JAMES/ 

JAMES MC BRIDE/ JAMES O'CONNER/ JAMES WALTON/ JAMES WAL YON/ JIM 

- FUGITIVE! UFAC - ROBBERY FIRST/ BUFILE 88-41730. 00: KANSAS 

CITY/ KC FILE 88-9449! DETERMINED TODAY BY BUREAU TO BE IDENTICAL 

WITH ERIC STARVO GALT/ AGAINST WHOM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL 

SEVENTEEN LAST IN CONNECTION WITH FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. MARTIN 

LUTHER RING/ JR. ' • .

JAMES EARL RAY/ INMATE/ MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY/ JEFFERSON 

CITY/ MO./ ESCAPED PEN APRIL TWO THREE/ SIXTY-SEVEN. INVESTIGATION 

INDICATED RAY CONCEALED HIMSELF IN A BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED FROM 

TRUCK MAKING DELIVERY TO AN AUXILIARY FARM. RAY WAS SERVING TWENTY 

YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING A

VEHICLE WITHOUT OWNER’S CONSENT. ON JULY TWENTY/ SIXTY-SEVEN/ |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



page two

FEDERAL COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILLIAM A. KITCHEN, WESTERN 

DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY, MO., FILED BEFORE USC, JEFFERSON 

CITY, MO., CHARGING RAY WITH VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE 

ZERO SEVEN THREE, USC. WARRANT ISSUED-

INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY CHICAGO, SPRINGFIELD, ST- 

LOUIS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE THIS 

FUGITIVE. KANSAS CITY IS INSTITUTING A FULL AND COMPLETE 

REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATA/ RELATIVES, 

AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN 

HIS LOCATION.

IN THIS CONNECTION, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ON 

MARCH SEVEN, FIFTY-FIVE, BURGLARIZED THE U. S. POST OFFICE AT 

KELLERVILLE, ILL., AND STOLE SIXTY-SIX BLANK U« S. POSTAL MONEY 

ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN NUMEROUS 

STATES, WITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH WERE SENTENCED IN U«S.D.C„ 

KANSAS CITY, MO., ON JULY ONE, FIFTY-FIVE, TO USP, LEAVENWORTH, 

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

KANSAS- SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND RIFE 

APPARENTLY IS ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE ASSOCIATES* SUGGESTING POSSIBILITY 

THEY COULD HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATES IN MURDER OF DR. KING* AND 

INVESTIGAUION ALSO INSTITUTED IN KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO SPRINGFIELD 

MARCH ELEVEN LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE j 

HIM FOR INTERVIEW. THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD ALSO BE RECOVERED AND ? 

EXPEDITED TODAY* IT BEING NOTED RIFE AND RAY HAVE BACKGROUND HISTORY 

IN THE QUINCY* ILL.* AREA.

PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ARE BEING

FORWARDED AMSD TO BUREAU AND ALL OFFICES.

FOLLOWING IS DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED BY FBI

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION UNDER FBI NO. THREE ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE

A: WHITE MALE* DOB OR , AT

DECATUR* QUINCY OR ALTON, ILL.; APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET TEN; ONE

SEVEN FOUR LBS.* IN SEPTEMBER SIXTY-SIX; RUDDY COMPLEXION; BLUE EYES*

BROWN HAIR! MEDIUM BUILD; OCCUPATIONS LABORER AND BAKER; SCARS AND

MARKS--SMALL SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD AND SCAR IN PALM OF RIGHT

HAND. ADDRESSES—ST. LOUIS* MO.* MARCH SIXT,Y, TWO ZERO ONE FIVE

PARK* ST. LOUIS, MO., OCTOBER FIFTY-NINE; QUINCY* ILL.* JULY 

FIFTY-FIVE* MARCH FIFTY-FIVE, AND APRIL FIFTY; HOTEL QUINCY* QUINCY,

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE,* VICTOR HOTEL, QUINCY, ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE; 

EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON, CHICAGO, ILL., MAY FIFTY-TWO; EIGHT 

ZERO FIVE ALBY STREET, ALTON, ILL., JULY FIFTY-ONE. FPC—SIXTEEN, 

M OVER M, NINE OVER FOUR, U OVER W, OOO OVER 101, TWELVE, REF NINE 

OVER TWELVE. NCIC FPC--ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE T# 

ONE TWO I I ONE TWO I I ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD—JAMES EARL RAY, 

SN ONE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO NINE, ENLISTED U. S. ARMY FEBRUARY 

FORTY-SIX, AT EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL., AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL 

DECEMBER TWENTY-THREE, FORTY-EIGHT, AT WHICH TIME GIVEN GENERAL 

DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP KILMER, N. J., BY REASON 

OF INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARYSERVICE. RECORDS 

ALSO INDICATE HE RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS WHILE 

A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY.

FOLLOWING IS A DESCRIPTION OF WALTER TERRY RIFE, FBI NO. 

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

FOUR FIVE FIVE EIGHT SEVEN SIX SIX* AS OBTAINED FROM FILES OF USP*

LEAVENWORTH* WHITE MALE* AGE FORTY-FOUR* DOB : ^ - „ ~ " — _^. • ’ . - * * - . t - ------- ------------------------__|

* FIVE FEET NINE AND ONE HALF* ONE SIX ONE LBS.* BROWN

HAIR* EYES BLUE GRAY.

KANSAS CITY IS SETTING OUT ALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY 

TELETYPE AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYPE CONFIRMATION. 

ALL LEADS MUST BE COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS WITH BUREAU* 

KANSAS CITY* AND MEMPHIS BEING KEPT ADVISED BY APPROPRIATE 

COMMUNICATION OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.

SUGGEST BUREAU MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT 

FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED DURING KING INVESTIGATION WITH THOSE 

OF VALTER TERRY RIFE TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL.

AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ANCHORAGE* HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN.

LEGAT MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA ADVISED.

SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH DEADLY ,

WEAPON* HAS BEEN CONFINED IN STATE HOSPITAL* FULTON* MO.* IN 

SIXTY-SIX* AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

-P­

END

US

FBI OMAHA

TU
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OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10 5010-106-05
MAY !W EDITION tGSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 '

UNITED STATES GOV ERNMENT

Memorandum
to : S’J, ■ -310 date: 4/1J/63

from : SA Ben C. ^ix

subject: MURKIN

The following individuals were contacted concerning the 
press release advising of the identity of JAMES EARL RAY as 
the subject in this natter. All contacted advised they had
the press release.

Joe Matthes
Telegraph Herald newspaper 
Dubuque, Iowa

WD 30 Radio Station 
Phil Kelly 
Dubuque, Iowa

KDTH Radio Stat ion 
Scott Eat ringtoil 
Dubuque, Iowa

1 _ 44-310 
BCN/bcn

FBI ■ OMAHA

SEARCHED.... /........INDEXED......—
SERIALIZED, .A^#l LED. ..Ji.... _.

APR 2 2 1968
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1862 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

TO

FROM :

subject:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC, OMAHA(44-310)

SA ARNOLD J. KUTA

date: 4/19/68

MURKIN

Re Memos to All Agents 4/15/68 & 4/17/68.

On 4/17/68, the following dance studios were contacted at

Davenport, Iowa, with negative results re ERIC STARVO GALT:

ARTHUR MURRAY Dance Judies, 221^ Brady Street;
FRANK & LIE Dance Studio enterprises, Inc. 2202 W. 3rd;
Judi Lange School of Dance, 830 W. 14th;
Marye Ila’s Dance Studio, 415 Perry Street;
Mason Dance Studio, 403 West 3rd;
Eleanor Pucci Miller School of Dicing, 421^ Brady;
Rae Rance Studio, 1536 W. Locust.

On 4/17/68, the following news media were concacted re the 

press release concerning GALT and all advised they had previously 

received all the info from wire stories (AP or WOT UP® or network): , 

DICK SCOTT, News Reporter, WOC Radio-TV, Dazenport;
JEFF BLAKE, News Reporter, KSWT Radio, Davenport;
VIRGINIA LAZIO, Times-Democrat newspaper, Davenport;
Robert W. SCHMIDT, KWNT Radio, Davenport;
LEE F. WHITE, Editorial Consultant, Clinton Herald, Clinton;

On 4/19/68, the following news sources were contacted re the 

additional press release re JAMES EARL RAY, aka Eric Starve Galt, 

and all advised they already had the stories from wire sources: j

TOM HECHT, Reporter, WOC Radio-TV, Davenport;
JEFF BLAKE, KSTT Radio, DaVenport;
TOM NEWSObE , Reporter, tarn Times-democrat Newspaper, Davenport;
ROBERT W. SCHMIDT, Manager, KWNT RADIO, Davenport (MUTUAL affilia’ 
LEE F. WHITE, The Clinton Herald, Clinton, fowajnj^ ^

6010-108-01

AJK: 
44-310;

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings

SEARCHED—/—INDEXED
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1W EDITION
gsa gen. RE5, Na 27

5010-107-4

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, OMATA (44-310)

FROM : SA EDWIN W. FLINT 

subject: MURKIN

date: 4/20/68

On 4/19/68, the following persons were contacted regarding 
the Bureau press release dated 4/19/68, and each said that 
this release had been received on the AP or UPI news wires, 
and were being used in newscasts by each agency:

FRANCIS VEECH, Waterloo Daily Courier, Waterloo, Iowa
DAN YATES, KCFI Radio Station, Cedar Falls, Iowa
BUD KILMAN, KWWL - Radio and TV, Waterloo, Iowa
JIM KERR, KXEL Radio Station, Waterloo, Iowa
STEWART KAAS, Editor, Daily Record Newspaper, Cedar Falls, la.

Each of the stations was using this material in newscast 
braadcasts or publications as of 4/19/68.

EWF 
(1)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-36 (Bev. $-22-64) I

_ ' F B ' I

Date: 4/20/68 !

Transmit the following in___________ PLAINTEXT_________________________________ •
(Type in plaintext or code) '

■ TELETYPE URGENT '
Via________________________________________________________________________________ ।

(Priority) ।
------------------ ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ^_____________________________________________________ j____________

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND SACS PHOENIX
' MEMPHIS (44-198?)

BIRMINGHAM '

PROM: SAC. LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

MURKIN

RE OMAHA TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL NINETEEN LAST, AND SALT 

LAKE CITY TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL TWENTY INSTANT.

ASSOCIATES OP SUBJECT: REFERENCED OMAHA TELETYPE SET 

FORTH INFORMATION GIVEN BY SUBJECT IN APRIL NINETEEN FIFTY, 

WHEN' ARRESTED IN MARION, IOWA. HE CLAIMED HE GAMBLED WITH 

ONE BILL HOLLAND IN LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, PRIOR TO ARREST IN 

APRIL NINETEEN FIFTY. REFERENCED SALT TAKE CITY TEL ADVISES 

ORE WILLIAM HENRY HOLLAND MOVED TO LOS ANGELES ABOUT NINETEEN 

FIFTY SEVEN. NO INFORMATION DEVELOPED INDICATING HOLLAND 

PRESENTLY IN LOS ArGILES AREA; HOWEVER, REPORT OF SA DANIEL

Approved: - -------------------------------------------Sent M Per
•Specie! Agent in Charge
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LA 44-1574...........................

PAGE TWO ............................................ ...........................  ......

E., KELLY, PHOENIX, JULY TWENTY EIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTY FIVE, 

BUREAU FILE TWENTY SIX LASH THREE FIVE ZERO NINE ONE NINE, 

PHOENIX FILE TWENTY SIX DASH TWO FOUR ONE ONE TWO, STATES 

WILLIAM HENRY HOLLAND, FBI NUMBER SIX SIX THREE FOUR FIVE, 

SENTENCED IN U. S. DISTRICT COURT, PHOENIX, ON JULY TWENTY 

SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY FIVE, FOR PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS. IT 

IS NOTED HOLLAND WAS IN USP LEVENWORTH, SAME TIME AS SUBJECT.

PHOENIX REQUESTED TO DETERMINE THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS 

OF HOLLAND AND INTERVIEW HOLLAND FOR ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION 

LEADING TO WHEREABOUTS OF SUBJECT.

- 2 -
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FD-33 (Rev. U-»3-Se) |

, FBI |

Date: 4/19/68 |

Transmit the following In____________________________________________________________ I
(Type in plain text or coda) 1

AIRTEL '
Via________________________  _____________________________________________________

(Priority or Method of Mailing) ,
_______________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  L.

TO: SAC, ALBANY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN - COST DATA

ReButel to ME 4/17/68.

For information of all offices, the Bureau by retel 
requested of the Memphis Division as follows:

"Please furnish following information on above 
matter compiled or estimated through 4/30/68, and thereafter 
submit cumulative totals through the end of each month until 
further notice:

1) Number of man hours spent on case broken down as
to regular hours, overtime hours, and total man 
hours by following employees (separate figures 
for each class of employees shown):

A. Special Agents

B. Clerical Employees

2) Total mileage (estimated or actual) traveled by
Bucars used on case. Include mileage for cars 
traveling to and from other field offices on special 
assignment and any personally-owned cars.

3) Any unusual or out-of-ordinary costs, such as cost
of chartering airplane, rental of special office 
space, leased telephone lines, etc. These should 
be itemized and cost of each item shown.

^ 2^“°* ^^
4 - Memphis
HEG:LF
(59)

f

SEARCHED.

SEBUM ED_

JNDEXEI

Approved: Sent

» APRS fl 1068—■
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ME 44-1987

4) Peak number of Special Agents working on case
, during month for which report is submitted.

You should promptly request all Bureau offices 
involved in this case to furnish information requested herein 
to you and it should be included in your report.”

Each office is requested to expeditiously furnish 
the Memphis Division with the above designated data within 
two work days after th# close of each month. Secondly, each 
office is also requested loadvise the Memphis Division even in 
the event each category is zero or no work is performed on 
this case during the month. .

2
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FD-J» (HO. ia-13-SBI

F B I

Date: 4/19/68

£ Transmit ths following in--------------------------------------------------------- -— 
(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL
Via_______________________ AM

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

SAC, ALBANY

THOM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MUREIN

A- floor
At about 6 p.m. on 4/4/68, while standing on the second 
balcony cutside Roon 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry

Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. was struck 
in the right side of the face by a single bullet fired from a 
30-06 rifle. The bullet severed KING'S spinal cord and death 
was almost instantaneous.

This Investigation, predicated upon a specific request 
from the Attorney General of the united States, disclosed that ' 
the fatal shot had been fired from the bathroom of a cheap rooming 
house located at 422J South Mala Street, Memphis, which bathroom 
was located at the rear of the rooming house, and had a window 
overlooking the Lorraine Motel.

At about 3 p.m. on 4/4/68, an individual using the name 
JOHN WILLARD had rented Room 5-B in the rooming house at 422J 
South Main Street and had paid one week's rent. After hearing 
the rifle shot at about 6 p.m. on that same day, other tenants 
In the rooming house observed a man presumably Identical with 
WILLARD, fleeing from the rooming house carrying a large package 
Which was subsequently abandoned by him on the sidewalk in front 
of the Canipo Amusement Coc, 424 South Main Street, Memphis. 
A neighborhood investigation in the vicinity of 434 Soh th Main 
Street diademed that the subject had fled from the scene in a 
white Mustang.

Found abandoned in front of 424 South Main Street was a 
30-06 Remington model 760 rifle which was determined to have been

2 ALBANY

2 ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

1 MEMPHIS 
MJ

SentApproved 
Special A

M

SERIALIZ

^-,?/n z^L 
SEARCHED.

ILED

APR 3 8-1968

"i
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MB 44-1987

•old to one HARVEY LOWMETER on 3/30/68 by A»roMrii® Supply Co., 
Birmingham, Alabama.

Investigation at Memphis disclosed that an individual had 
purchased a set of binoculars at the York Arms Company in Memphis 
on 4/4/08. Those binoculars were among the material abandoned 
with the rifle and recovered in Memphis. Also recovered was a 
brown and groen herringbone bedspread. The items abandoned in 
Memphis wore all wrapped in this bedspread. .The blue bag which 
was inside the bedspread contained numerous items, among which 
wore the binoculars and a set of underwear consisting of a T-shirt 
and shorts. The T-shirt and shorts are those on which appears 
the laundry mark which has been a matter of interest in this case.

A search of motel records in the Memphis area disclosed 
that an individual using the name ERIC S. GALT had spent the 
night of 4/3/68 at the Bebel Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, and was 
driving a 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama License 1-38993. 
Investigation at Birmingham disclosed that this automobile had 
been purchased by ERIC S. GALT on August 30, 1968, from a private 
person in response to a newspaper ad. He paid a total of #1995 
cash. While in Birmingham he furnished the address of 2608 South 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham. This is also the address which 
appeared on a driver*s license issued to him by the State of 
Alabama. Tho driver's license identifying data listed his birth 
date as , his height as S’11”, his weight as 170
and his eyes blue and hair brown.

The automobile in question, the white Mustang bearing the 
Alabama tags mentioned above, was recovered in Atlanta on 4/11/68 
and determined to have been abandoned there prior to 9 a.m. on 
4/5/68. -

In connection with the evidence submitted by Atlanta, 
Birmingham, and Memphis, identifiable latent prints were recovered. 
It was on the basis of these latent® that identification was made 
of JAMES EARL RAY. In handling future leads, all offices should 
be particularly interested in securing an identifying number, 
military, police, or RBI, in connection with suspects so that the 
necessary chock can be made through the Identification Division.

On 4/17/68, AUSA R. MACfeY TAYLOR, Birmingham, authorised 
the filing of a complaint charging ERIC STARVO GALT with a 
conspiracy to violate Section 241, Title 18, U, S. Code, and

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987

reconended bond in ths MOMt $50,0OT. On that case date, 
SAC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE filed a complaint before U8C MILDRED F. 
SPRAGUE, Birainghaa, and warrant ws issued that saae date.

For further information re JAMES EARL RAY, all officoe 
are directed to press release finished then by the Bureau on 
4/1*/68.

ARMED A MraHOUS.

I-
1
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FBI OMAHA

K" - H "tf .***’ H'*

402PM URGENT 4/22/68 GJM

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN

YOU ARE REMINDED THAT ALL LEADS IN THIS CASE MUST BE 

COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS* AND ALL LEADS MUST BE 

SET FORTH BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE. ALL BORDER OFFICES 

COVERING ENTRY INTO MEXICO AND CANADA AND EXIT THEREFROM 

SHOULD INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE STOPS ARE MAINTAINED RE 

SUBJECT AND ALL NAMES KNOWN TO BE USED BY HIM AT RESPECTIVE 

OFFICES OF U. S. IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PATROL. YOU 

SHOULD ALSO INSURE THAT PREVIOUS STOPS PLACED WITH ANY 

FACILITY SHOULD INCLUDE ALL NAMES USED BY THE SUBJECT.

DISTRIBUTE SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES OF WANTED FLYERS 

AND 10'S TO NARCOTIC INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES IN ORDER THAT 

THEIR INFORMANTS MAY BE CONTACTED. YOU SHOULD CONTACT 

ALL CRIMINAL INFORMANTS AND APPROPRIATE RACIAL AND SECURITY 

INFORMANTS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO CITY BEING ADVISED A

SEPARATELY

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

RLB

FBI OMAHA
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Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
ft/21/68

TO: SAC, OMAHA (44-310)

FROM: SA HAROLD W. BRUEGGEMAN

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Reur memo of 4/19/68.

On 4/19/68, I contacted the below listed news media, and 

found that they all had the Bureau’s press release regarding 

James Earl Ray, and all had available his photo:

WMT - TV and Radio

KCRG - TV and Radio

KRAK - Radio
KWL
NW - Radio

The Cedar Rapids Gazette.

The Gazette carried the story about Ray and his photo on 

page one, and the Local TV stations exhibited the photo in their 

news casts, along with the story.

SEARCHED—___ INDEXED.
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4/23/68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

FROM: SAC, OMASA (44-310) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 4/23/68, GREG J. KISBIK, Chief of Police, 
Valley, Nebraska, advised he works part tlse at the Tso 
Rivers State Recreation Area, south of Venice, Nebraska, 
and that on 4/22/68, the Superintendent, RICHARD SOLKOV, 
had advised as follows:

On 4/17/68, TROY EARLS, 4240 11th Street, Rockford, 
Illinois, was registered as an overnight caaper; he was 
driving a caaper, sake not recorded or recalled, Illinois 
license B 282390.

After viewing TV and newspaper photographs of 
hia, VOLKOV concluded there was sons reseablance between 
KAKL8 and JAMES KARL RAY, aka, Fugitive, and recalled 
that KARLS had inquired of him regarding gun laws in the 
State of Nebraska.

LEAD

CHICAGO

^rootord^jijlibiois

Vill conduct appropriate investigation to deterwine 
whether TROY EARLS night be identical with JAMES EARL RAY, 
aka, Fugitive.

ARMED AMD DANGEROUS

2 - Chicago
2 - Memphis

Searched.-------
Serialized—

(6)
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OM 44-310
WBFirJm 
1

The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent WILLIAM B. FAUST, III:

AT DES MOINES, IOWA

On April 15, 1968, MARILYN DIONDI, Records and 
Identification, Des Moines Police Department, advised that 
a search of the indices of her office reveal no file 
identifiable with ERIC STARVO GALT.

On April 15, 1968, JOHN HACKLEY, Records, Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office, advised that a search of the 
indices in his office reteal no file identifiable with 
ERIC STARVO GALT.

On April 15, 1968, IDA HATCHER, Drivers License 
Index, Iowa Department of Public Safety, advised that a 
search of indices of her office reveal that there is no 
drivers license issued in the State of Iowa for ERIC STARVO 
GALT.

On April 15, 1968, DOROTHY PARKS, Title Section, 
Iowa Department of Public Safety, advised that a search of 
the indices in her office indicate that there is no registra­
tion issued in the State of Iowa for a vehicle belonging to 
ERIC STARVO GALT.

On April 15, 1968, MYRTLE SCHMACHKR, Clerk, State 
Headquarters, Iowa Selective Service System, advised that a 
search of indices of her office indicate that there is no 
registration in the State of Iowa for ERIC STARVO GALT.

On April 15, 1968, SHARON HACK, Des Moines Credit 
Bureau, advised that her office has no record for ERIC 
STARVO GALT.

On April 15, 1968, a search of the Des Moines 
telephone directory covering the city of Des Moines and 
surrounding area revealed that there is no listing for 
anyone with the last name of GALT.

SEARCHED_________INDEXED—
SERlALIZ£D..^_44lLED ^a£-

APR ° P1968 
FBI —OMAHA .
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

E3 Radio u-2}-6s

TO: ALL FIELD OFFICES

FROM: DIRECTOR

□ Teletype

MURK IN

REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND 

DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED 

BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE ITSP 

VIOLATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL TWO THREE ONE NINE SIX SEVEN.

RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS 

AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHON ICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS 

SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT’S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN BANK 

ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED AGAINST 

LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURGLARY VIOLATIONS.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

TOR: 1:25 PM RTB

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.
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FBI OMAHA

FBI KAN CITY

PM URGENT 4/23/68 LIB

TO DIRECTOR, ATTN FBI LAB, MEMPH1 S, OMAHA

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 2P

'^xQ>-
MURKIN ^ ‘ ^^

' ^^
JACK FOX LANPHERE, WARSAW, MO., FORMER ItMATE, MSP, ADVISED 

A ROBERT DALE PORTER^FBI NO. FOUR FIVE NINE ZERO FOUR TWO, MAY ' 

HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH RAY IN KING MURDER. STATED PORTER CALLED 

HIM APRIL THIRTEEN LAST AT CITY UNION MISSION, WARSAW, MO. LANPHERE 

BELIEVES PORTER RECENTLY PAROLED MSP. PORTER TOLD HIM HE WAS IN 

SERIOUS TROUBLE, HAD TOKEEP MOVING, AND WANTED LANPHERE7S HELP. 

INDICATED WANTED MONEY FROM LANPHERE BUT TOLD PORTER HE DID NOT 

WANT ANYTHING TO DO WITH HIM AND DID NOT WANT TO SEE HIM. PORTER 

SAID HE WAS STAYING AT OSAGE HOTEL IN WARSAW AND THREATENED LANPHERE 

THAT WHEN HE RETURNED TO MSP FOR SOME VIOLATION PORTER’S FRIENDS 

WOULD KILL HIM IF HE DID NOT HELP PORTER NOW. LANPHERE ADVISED z 

PORTER KNOWS JAMES RAY VERY WELL. WAS AT MSP FROM NINETEEN SIXTY

THROUGH FEBRUARY, SIXTYEIGHT. STATED PORTER WOULD DO ANYTHING FOR

MONEY. ADVISED THAT PORTER IS A WHITE MALE, AGE FORTY, FIVE FT.

NINE, HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE, CREW-CUT HAIR, GREYING, PRESCRIPTION

•ir' ?’>'^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



’;<*. : ■ .^ ’ ' ^w^-y« , . ♦-^■:T,. T,^,,,^^,^ ’"'J’^«**rW'«MWi<^^

KC 44-760 . • ;

PAGE TWO '

GREEN-TINTED GLASSES. RELATIVES LIVE IN IOWA. PORTER HAS DONE >

TIME AT FT. MADISON, IOWA, PEN. ■'

OWNER, OSAGE HOTEL, WARSAW, MO. ADVISED HER REGISTRATION BOOKS 

SHOW REGISTRATION FOR ROBERT DALE PORTER, WAVERLY, IOWA, ON APRIL 

TWELVE LAST. TOLD HER HE HAD BEEN HITCHHIKING, HAD COME FROM TEXAS* v 

AND WAS EN ROUTE TO IOWA. HE WAS CARRYING ONLY A SMALL DUF6FLE

BAG ’ < /I

OMAHA, AT WAVERLY, IOWA, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE ROBERT EALE PORTER y

AND INTERVIEW HIM RE HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH SUBJECT. ,^

FBI LAB, IF THERE ARE ANY UNIDENTIFIED LATENT PRINTS IN THIS #

MATTER, IT IS SUGGESTED THEY BE CHECKED AGAINST FINGERPRINTS OF J

ROBERT DALE PORTER, FBI NO. FOUR FIVE NINE ZERO FOUR EIGHT TWO. <

0 OARMED AND DANGEROUS. ‘ ^

END 

CORR PAGE ONE, LINE SEVEN, WD FIVE... LANPHERE’S '

PAGE TWO, LINE SIX, WD THIRTEEN DUFFLE 

CAUTION STATEMENT SHLD BE ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

SCD 

FBI OMAHA
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FBI OMAHA

FBI WASH DC ,

1159PM DEFERRED 4/23/68 LCC 

TO KANSAS CITY 44-760 MEMPHIS 44-1987 OMAHA 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP 

murkin 

REKCTEL APRIL TWENTYTHREE.

REMAINING UNIDENTIFIED FINGERPRINTS INSTANT CASE NOT IDENTICAL 

FINGERPRINTS ROBERT DALE PORTER, FBI NUMBER FOUR FIVE NINE ZERO 

FOUR EIGHT TWO. NO PALM PRINTS HERE FOR PORTER. 

END. 

GG 

GJPD 

FBI OMAHA 

TU
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* — FrtbadoH Form No. 2
UNITED STAGES DISTRICT COl F

Ccaktt *o. tHl-S • n.
Judjo C-jrles. . hitV r * x

Kas iBus vit/, J .i;. _ 
^piil 55, V^

. PRESENTENCE REPORT

‘ ^. teESThUl DISTINCT OP HIcSbUHJ

NAME .lanes tarl ’lay , a ^ CITIZENSHIP

^tS-^'-^ United State3
ADDRESS ?ra isicnt 7 .^ MARITAL

STATUS * '

1926 ’
Jingle-

AGE "7 yen’s U’ern r^ran 1 , NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS

Hons
SEX Hala OFFENSE

Forgery cf to to rectal Mote? <
RACE .'hite

This dcfondcnt on April 1, 1955 entered a pica of guilty to an Infomatioa in 
one count (ditch cbargea that ha oner about Karch 21, 1555 st Ecnoaa ^ity, Kir?- 
sour! Jnowlngly, wilfully, ’inlav’CHly, end Iclonicaaly forced a ma'.erial cn- 
dorsensnt on •- J. 5. lost Office Pepcrte?nt Money >rdor lie. 7-t?,23?,597. 0.1
this emo date a canpanion, Valter Terry Rifo, entered a pie? of guilty in roe?:* 
No. I?lb9 to an infomat ten in eno count charging hto with the Acr./-ry on J ate k" 
71, 1/55 of postal. n/aoy order Ho. 7-b2,?3?,f5,~. Isposlti.n ex sentence a? to 
defendant and his companion « «s deferred erd tl :.t yr .-sentence _nvestivation 
was ordered. .

The facte of ths case ere cs follows: tn March 7, 3955 the 7. J. . ost Cffico 
at r el ervili e., .Illinois ran burglarised end eixty-oix blank u. S, rested Henry 
Crcera, tericl y’os. 7-12,239,535 to 7-Ij2,?39,6OO inclusive, end the office vali­
dating nt»i^'wora stolen. On March 0, 1955 at Alter., Illinois an unsuccccrfal 
attempt was nr.de t' cash one of thena stolen r.oney orders. On March 21, 1955 '
one of the ctolen-wonoy cHert, order Ho. 7~XS,?J7,! ?7, was presented to ;e- 
kin’s Clothing ca-pany, 12' 6 Grand Avenue, Kansas Cite, Kiyonari, oy ar. un­
known person in payaent for a cult of clothes' which was never picked up after , 
alterations hud been aada. Thio coney order, which ma in tho amount of (75.CO, 
was -unde payable to flllzrd f. Kcliride with the purchaser being shewn as Ver- - 
:.on crido. on this sms data c.n unknown person presented stolen nonoy crier 
3g. 7-12,235,56€ to tho Ch&fics tffico Machins Company, Ihl? Grand Avenas, fiaa- 
.ns Ct;, ■issuiri, 1”. 'ay-tent for a used portable Seningtor. typoHrite:. This 
toi.cy citer, too, was la the fuc-ht of 175.07 rayntlc ta.-illurJ 7. . errids 
with the • H-chpEar heir.? shown ns Vernon McBride. Iha nanager of tarn Jim, 
cri-' SiS'lciouc of thia transaction, diroetav an e.-’.-lcioa to toito* toe custete. 
Lie -^'•••■’c noted tho medal cr.d snake of the autexcOLia er’, orca by tha custCX^T
end the license number..f tho car. Later vnon this

FPI — LK—1-26-51—WM—471
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to have boon stolen a description of tha cuctonor and bio autonobilo una given 
to post office inspectors who alerted tho !rlcsouri State Highway Patrol. A 
.highway nMrolman on •’arch ?3, 1’55 at Cannibal, Rlojo.irl arr/st-d In Ibis au- 
tonobilo '•altor Tony Hile, Joiwo Earl Ray, and a wonne oem w.il.:.i w';- b's '’res 
rtletT^d. Thirty-four of tho money orders stolen Iron tho 'oilor* .1 c, 2 incis 
Jost .fiice were fo un hidden under tho dnoh nbove the "love cc.ipr.rt~j’nt in tixio 
autaicb'.ta. All of then had been stomped with tho validating stamp, -eno worn 
meds out r-ady for cashing while others wore not.

in ."arch Ph, 1’55 Rife ax^cn-tad a statement for "osta! inspectors in which ho 
acUltacd ho hid prepared, forced and uttered the postal noncy order presented 
to lac Chalice Office bur ply Comp cay in fmaas ‘*lty. he r.d'if ttrd :re-cring 
the Maty order which was :ttar£d on forced endox-nanent at rwiin’r .lathanp 
Genpany, . ansa: City, ^iosouri. He rd'ilt-ea that ix nmd .oopn.-ab t.r? ^'.ce of 
the io»\ey orders mode roc/Jy for caching and which w.c found in tao-ravtanobils 
in which hs was arrested. He admitted cashing aunsrous uthor money orders cn 
forged ondoracmcntn in the states of Florida, .cuLsiann, Arkansas, rad riscouri. 
'1c xvcelled unsuccessfully attnraptlug to each the money order nt Alto-, Illinoin 
cn ? arch f, 1?55» in hie statement ho rdnita thrt ha 'urchared Ln Cuiney, Il­
linois the stolen money orders. They voro cold to bin by an unidentified 
men for ‘2G. Cn March 21., 1955 Kry, dcoli’in". to exrcuta rt^enent for .'ostal 
its; rotor?, 013 verbally state tin t ho hid ; ni tlcip’Vf with fd^o in t*v cash­
ing of the stolen nonoy orders in tho various stab s. He domed nctapPy- know­
ing that tho money orders ware stolon, However, ho cdnittadly presum'd thr.* 
they were for hr had been told by Rife that they had been purchrxed for : 21.
He flitted that it vac he who forged and uttered ths money order prerented nt 
Askin’?. <lciMny Compare in Kansas City, Missouri, lie stated that ho purchase'! 
for <1 in St. Louin, Missouri Iron a ^Lno” named Willard J. Kc’iridc tho identi­
fication be and Rife used in uttering tho money orders. -.

The two .m-'ey orders uttered ‘ y Rife end Ray tn barars City, .“l«s:r.ri end as 
well Wo money order Rife attempted to utter in rlton, flllHoic have brew re­
covered. As octal previously tidrt’,-foar of the ncr.oy cedars rers rjccvcrcd 
Ln the automobile., Cn April lb, 1955 when reintarviened by postal inspectcra; 
Rife and Rsy cave particulars relating to tho cashing of twenty-ssvan addi­
tional stolon money orders located by the Regional Accounting Office. Ths 
particulars arc as cot out hi the following table:

•. • Eate of
Last 
three 
di-i*r.

Cashed 
by Cashed at Second indors-?r

earliest 
discernible 
'ca.-.V stB \-.

538 Rife at. Louis, Mo. ^Illegible) Lar. 1?
513 Ray do Downs Eon’b then rar. ;
5h? ->y Hot Springs, Ark. Esohuy * rt GaUtries Mar. 21
5!t8 ilfe % do Brouns Dept, store Mar. 21
550 . RifO . St. hetarsburg, Flu. Topp's . Mar. 15 £75

^1 u
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552
557

Rifo
Ray

Henphis, Tenn.
Mow Cricks, l a.

Bora ^ HeCarga 
’-right Tailore

Kar. 11 
•

C-5 
to

553 Rife do Schneiders Kar. 21 . V t
555 Rife do Todd1 a £pox’tc:xar Shop Mar. IS If?
560 Rife Hot Springe, Aric. Nena unparent^ liar. 21 (>3
561 Ray Dinos (?) J. c. Rosa Kar. 21 (73
562 Rife ■ do Lcrixocd’o Eon’s Stars Mar. 23 ir2
577 Rife do Pfeifers of Athensno Kar. 21
573 Ray do Bileo Nude Co. Ear. 21 (73
582 Rife Daytona Bench, Flo. Squires, Inc. Hot. 15 C3
523 Roy do C. K. elaughter Mar. 15 Li J
585 Rife ■ St. Fotcrcburg, Fin. (Ivan \ * ubipplo 

I. Zuc’xr)
bar. 16 (50

585 Ray do Arnold’s llano ucar Eari lb <75
567 Ray do Deneffs Footuoar Ear. lb (53
569 Rifs do Isabelle Abreas ; (73
591 Ray Tea-pa, FIs. Rio Liquors Ino. Ear. 16
592 Rile do Knox (?) Dar 6 

Luncheonette
Ear. 13 (73 .

593 Rife do The Hub Har. lb ri '
595 liny Tallchaoneo, Fla. Alford Dros. Inc. Kar. 12 tP
596 Ray St. Potorabutn, Fla. Kings Credit Clothing Mar, ih (53
598 Ray Daytona Beach, Fla. (Illegible) Ear. 15
599 Rife Hot Springe, Ark. Chao. Heam(;) Ear. 21 (73 ..-;

*2oth Fife end Ray cay no money criers cashed by then in be: - /

Tt;o of ths stoics' money criers have net yet boon recovered* They, borsTor, era it 
counted for co Ray boo oshi* ted cochins eno of then ct a luggogo ctors Ln Hcaoas - 
City, Kansas and Alfa ednito cabling eno of then ot himi hooch, Florida.

It is pertinent to note thafy following tho apprehension of Riro end Roy, postal' 
inspectors obtained fres the reel uhichthoy cocvpiul a quantity of acretar.ilw 
they had acquired by phasing tho ctoitn coney orders* Fcmrl in their ram ww 
a typeuritov, several pieces of luggage, a roilo, a cenoraj a uristratoh, a c«n* 

. eidorablo quantity of new vexing apparel for v^ns end ether itc^a. Cry tote 
euthoricoi the postal inspectors to retura thin rarchanilca to tho a teres er in­
dividuals from vhor) it uno obtained. .

ii. men Rzeerdn

Defendant’b F. B. I. Fingerprint Return ho. JC5 ht-J A reveals the follouieg ar­
rests end dicpccitionsi .

10-11-1:9 Sheriff’s effies, Los Augojos, California - cuoplelsn of 
burglary. 12-3M;? centered io 8 months in county jail 
for burglary. Served SO days cr3 rolcasoi ca prtbatica* ‘ 
for perid of 2 yvnxo. fo^Kn^enu cak^o ua^u ho- ana dfij^
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1-18-50

7-23-51

5-6-52 t

8-3O-5h *

3-23-55 i

laj in tho rear of a cafo than ha von coun by the cafe 
Eanagor* Ho ran fzen tho scene er J yes lata? epprehefti«i. 
Ho soys that after bain? placed cn probation ho rent to 
Chiesas Illinois to reside "J that ho reported to a pro­
bation officer in loo Anjdco, California by rail.'

Sheriff’o office Cedar Denies, leva* - vejraaoy. Eis/ci- 
ition not sho:^ tut defendant states ho kos released c:1 
instructed to leave torn.

Alton, Illinois Holies DapcHcont - no operator*s license, 
no state licences no city liacnso* Holcaeed to pay later* 
Defendant Staton ho cao fined £55 cad required to purchase 
tho neoass"ry licences. ,/

Chicago, Illinois police - rohbezy* 6-13-53 sentenced to 
tone of 1 to 2 years in Illinois) ^toto Penitentiary, Jslict, 
Illinois* Defendant raluotantly ehnitted to tho loiter tt<t 
uhilo Intoxicated ho Hold up c tncaicnb driver* Cn 7-7^53 
ho vas received at tho Illinois Cinto •rlron, Icntieo, Illi­
nois in transfer Iran Joliet, Illinois institution. He mj 
released by nini-uun eviration cn 3-12-51.

Sheriff, Eduardcvlllos Illinois - burglary end 2. ore nay* 
Defendant states that hs bur-lcrincd a cleaning chan in 
East Alton, Illinois but denies stealing anythin;’. AlihrKu 
co ciispooiticn Heo boon undo cn this charro cf tertiary k< 
apparently io not canted* ' • -•

Hannibal, Kiseturd polios for instant offenaa. Irlcaccd to 
federal authorities loHwing day.

III. EASILY HISTCIS i • /r

Defendant ' . Thio Cofendant? cya 2?, vno bom
" in Alton, HUnzio.

He is an only child. He resided in tho parental Serio in Alton until a-o 13. • h 
During that tins, bouever, ha frequently visited tilth his paternal cranio—rn'o 
in Quincy, Illinois, than about p.jo 10 ho entered tho arny. Polloirj discharge 
Iron nUitasy scwlca in 19h3 ho raoidod for a chert tlsa.in Quincy, Illinois. 
Eo then noved to Chicago, Illinois there Ho redded fez a pavied of cheat ch: 
contho bolero neving to Loo Angeles, California. Ao noted in ths section, Tt\ov- ■ 
Record, ha eno convicted of burglary end cantczoad to jail in Les An-ales. KAm * 
rolcnced cn probation Iran that sentonuo ho returned to roohkaos in Chicoco 
uhoro ho lived alcno until ha cue cenziticd in Juno cf 1952 to tho Illiooio 
State Penitentiwy. Sines his rolcces Iron tho .Illinois Scats Penitentiary in ■ 
Karch of 195b ho has been rather transient living principally in Quinsy, J Kia.'dr.,
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Father

L9» Ho van an cnployoo of the Chieko, 
portcdly hod no arrest record.

Kothor

Geerjo ary reportedly diol of a 
heart condition in 1?L? at apo ab 

Burlington,ord Quinsy Railroad end re-

Luoillo (neo Eakor) Hey died of a 
liver condition in 191'9 at ape 51.

Other wlrtivjo

in Quincy, Illinois.

Defendant refcoos to identify bin 
oovcral cento end uncles if;? reoHo

IV. dUiE AID fiilldHBOHHOUDt
When not incarcerated defendant hen lived principally in Alton end -Quincy, Illi- 

Il nolo. Sir.oo his release fren the Illinois State Penitentiary in Kerch l/5h be 
I has been rather transient. Ilia last trm:n rasidonoa lev cry period cf tins tvs 
| at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois.

V. EDUCATION

Defendant states that ho completed tho lot tarsugh the Sth carles at St. jury’s 
School in Alton, Illinois. Ho states that in 1952 chile residing in Chies;;., 
Illinois he attended ths Aende;^ of Adults end obtained ths c^iivclcet of a 
two-year high cohool education.

VI. REHOICJh

Defendant donioc cry affiliation* Ele nothor van Catholic, end hio father uno 
Protostent. IMlo in nilitnsy eervico he infrequently etterJod Catholic sarrire.

Vn . ISTEHSSTS AID ACTIVITIES*

Uon&. .

VIII. HEALTH:

Defend ent is 5’ 10a" tall, uclghs 170 lbs., has a ruddy omylc-Tioa, blue tyco, 
end brown hair. Thors era no Apparent carbs er cears of i-’ontifieatica. Eo 
apparently is in good health. Ho states that before bcoselrj involved in ths 
instant offenso ho uno in tho process of petitioning for ednittaneo to a Veter-, 
cis Hospital in Illinois for a general pbyfleal cho^.ro.. Ho dentes a history * 
of surgery other then a tonbill-: ctcny in Chicago in 1252. Eo denies a list:;;'’ ’ 
of venereal dicoass er tiro use of narcotics. Ko states that ho is a c2w3rr«to 
drinker.”
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IX. t^'LOLLEUT AID MILITARY HISTORY«

Defendant stalos tint at Alton, Illinois on February 19, 19L5 ho enlisted in 
ths v. S. Amy. Ho revived iiio basic training at Caan Crauder, t^seouvi. "a 
taa then titans! erred to Crap ailmor, Hen J ere 07 to cun it trAnesortaHen to C.a 
European Theater of Oporaticns. Bo elates tlmt ho.left tho ccatincntal limits 
of the United States for Gomany in July of 1916. Overseas ho was attached to 
tho 382nd Militoxy folAco Battalion. Ko ednito that ho was ones AVOL for a = ’■ 
period of t:;o days which resulted In a ev.spcnled cent seco to conf interest far 
ported of eiirty days. Ho rctuiud to tho United Sistos from Car-ary da rxt> 
her of 1918 and woo, ho states, on December 23, 19^8 given a general diecharga 
under honorable conditions. . . \

Defendant ci ate 3 that hia loot employment woo with an undo when ba .refuses to 
identify but who resides in Quinsy, Illinois. Co vwhqd for thio uncle co a 
painter for a period of tins in the cummer cf 1951: • . :

Ho claims that fren Ac just 1951 to May 1952 ho was evolved by tho Ears Erich- ’ . 
con corporation, Chicago, Illinois. Thin c^lcyxnt was terminated rhea ts vs3 ’ , 
arrested for robbery, which eventually resulted in a penitentiary centra# ,\ ■ //

He states that Iron July of 1950 to June 1951 ho was employed by the Arboy 
Corporation, Chicago, Illinois. He wee diccbazycd frea this employment for ch» 
conteoica canned by hio arrest in Alton, Illinois for vagrancy when visiting in 
that city. .

He claims tint Iron April 1950 to July cf 1950 he woe er nicy cd as a labcrar rb 
a wago of 902 per hour by the Moo Produce Co-puny, Chicago, Illinois. Be cl~4.s 5 
to have loft this •employment to accept Kora lesrativo c-ployront. ,

from July 19h9 to September 19L9 defendant states he hrs employed r 0 a laborer 
at a we.-ro cf $1.10 per hour by tho Dryden Hubbs? Company, Chicago, I 111 cede. -
Ho quit this job to koto to Californio,

Ho purports that frcnliay 19U to Debitor cf 1&5 ho was employed at a wago .'­
of 652 per hour by tho Intcmatior.ol Shos Cerpeny, Hartford/Illirxio. Es in- J' 
dicatcs ho was laid off by thio employer An a* general reduction of forces and . 
that he then entered tho army- .

X. RESOURCES AID LIABILITIES! .

Mono.

XI. SUM:URY?

This defendant, whito sale, ago 27, no Cepor-donts, hen entered a plea cf guilty . 
to cm Information in emo count which charges that ha at Kansas City, Kis-~ri -

- 6 -
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on or ebout Karch 21, 1955 forced a stolen V. .% Foetal Boney trier. Thio 
rx>noy order woo eno of sixt>-cix e^h oxters stolen in a bestiary cf tbu q. 5. 
Post Office, Eollorvilie, Illinois c i Harsh ?, 1555 • Pedant cv-uUculIy 
deoj.es ths burglary of tin post oihice. Ho stairs that his c-tpcnl.'n.Lx the 
instant offense, Editor 2. Fife, rhea ho not ct a bar in Quinsy, I li-irrls.r..in­
gested that ho coccrpcxy Elio cd cosh the Kone/ orders which Elle rs/crtidly 
had purchase! free ex unhaova parson# Orfes’ent states that ho vurchi-cd for 
(1 tao identification ho ad Elio uro! in uttering thoso stolon erdars in var­
ious ctatos. Khoo arrested for the instant of fears foferJant woo in ;?v;-es:lta 
cf thirty-f en? cons.? orders which hd toon stolen iron the Kollcrrillc, ’Hie: is 
Peat Office. Eo cuniis the fernery cd uhtoxinj of fenriem xmoy criers. E1j- 
companion, ilifo, Iwo emitted tho farmery and uttering er aUcr.pt in’ to uttor 
eighteen of ths stolen coney orders. • ,/

Approximately ere your bofcro boccn’ns involved in ths instant effuse d?fc.“?.*r.5 
was relcntd from ccrvies of e cent:non cf eno to tea years for a ree l jobbery 
in ths Illinois Sisto Penitentiary. In August of i?il ho byrclnx-icd a dem* 
ins establishment in foci Alton, Illinois. Althosjh ho afrittelly woo eka^s^ 
with Wcloxy ho cppnrently hop nev:? been infers tho appre^rintn croft aaf A^- 
parontly is not presently wented cm thio cho'jo. In J?b in Les Anya' xs, Catr* 
fornia ho ties convicted c/ burcluiy ini son^nssd to Cifha roa-As i* fye county 
jail. Aftaa? csrvlnj ninao/daya o. thio co .cones ho i.-as rolcncd cm yr-uwcls.'. 
for a period of two years.

Defendant chcwo absolutely no rcstarso at thio tina. Ho anticitatso rccc-irir^ 
a substantial sentuuco fcr ths inn-^t offense. In vrltcr’s cpinlon^hs is a 
confixed criminal cd a Reason to society when in ths irco world.

Respectfully submitted.

iarard 3. hurray * 
u. c. Probation Officer

' EDF tio
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FD-S* (R.t. 13-13-5*) , ,. . > •h' ■ X :

FBI |

Dat.: 4/23/68 '
I 

Transmit the following in_________________________________________________ . I
(Type in plain taxi or colt) '

V( AIRTEL AIRMAIL 1
Via___________________________________________________  l

(Priority or Method of Mailing) j
----- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------J-----------

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

MURKIN

Enclosed for each Office is one copy of a pre­
sentence report prepared regarding JAMES EARL RAT for the 
U. S. District Court, Western District of Missouri, Kansas 
City, Missouri, dated April 26, 1955. This report contains 
background information regarding JAMES EARL RAT, including 
his travel through numerous states in connection with the 
theft and passing of stolen money orders in March, 1955. 
RIFE located and interviewed Quincy, Illinois. 
LEADS

All Offices are requested to review the enclosure 
thoroughly for the purpose of covering all pertinent leads 
suggested in the enclosure. This coverage should include, 
if not already done, a check of all places where the 
subject is listed as having been incarcerated, all places 
at which be is believed to have visited in the passing of 
stolen money orders, and any other investigation, including 
contact of law enforcement agencies, credit bureaus, 
public sources, informants and any other logical investi­
gation suggested by the enclosed material which might 
assit in developing information helpful in locating JAMES 
KARL RAT at this time.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3 - Memphis (Enc. 1)
2 - Chicago (Enc. 1)
2 - Jacksonville (Enc. 1)
2 - Little Rock (Enc. 1)
2 - Los Angelos (Enc. 1) 
JLK:ak 
(25)

2 - Miami (Enc. 1)

2 - St. Lou

2 - New Or lea
<2<- Omaha (E

(Enc. 1)

Approved: _____________________________
Special Agent in Charge

2 
2 
2

Sent

- Springfield (Enc. 1)

w-WW
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF /'ISTICE ,
( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , it furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR Of 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Army James Earl^ay 

#16 163 129
February 
19, 1946

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl 
#3-119908

Ray October
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl
#139648

Ray

*

/ -

October
11, 1949

suspicion 
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

8 months County 
Jail suspended;
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jail; 146 
December 30, 
1949 Csl29438

Sheriff’s Office 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

James E.^R;
#5937

ay April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department
Alton, Illinois

James Earl
#7514 1

Ray July 23, 
1951

no operator’s 
license - no 
State License - 
no City License

released to pay 
later

Police Department 
Chicago, Illinois

James way
#D90696

May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun) Grand Jury
83000

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray
#131165

May 9, 
1952

robbery June 13, 1952 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Joliet, Illinois

James E. Ray
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery 1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Pontiac, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#19121

July 7, 
1352 
i n 
transfer 
from

robbery 
r

1 to 2 3
March 12 
discharg

’ears
, 1951 
ed

J 07..’ ' 71 SEARCHED^-*** 

SERIAL! zED-er: 

. APR 2- 
FBI —(

^NDEXED-J— 
jiled—A—
11968/
iMgHA_____

Is asJai

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are li: j 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE A _
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 205372

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Informotion shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
ANGE SPRINTS NAME ANO NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Sheriff’s Office James Earl Ray August burglary and
Edwardsville, 
Illinois

#2640 30, 1954 larceny

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

James E. Ray 
#40714

March 23, 
1955

investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway James Earl Ray March 23, cashing stolen released to
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

#B-3376 1955 postal money 
orders

Postal Inspector 
Kansas City, 
Missouri
March 24, 1955

United States James Earl Ray March 28, forgery United sentenced to
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

#12018 1955 States Postal 
Money Order

i

15 months 
custody of 
attorney General

Sheriff’s Office James Earl Ray March 28, Forgery - July 7, 1955
Kansas City, 
Missouri

#29637 1955 Government 3 years and f* 
nonths

United States James Earl Ray July 7, Post Office 3 years and 9
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas

#72498-L 1955 Laws
Forge Money
Orders

months May 20, 
1958 conditional 
release March 31 
1959 maximum 
April 5, 1958 
conditional 
release on clang 
of Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
Orders

Police Department 
Saint Louis,

.1 S ?> ‘J V1* i

Pews Earl Ray 
.1971

October 
10, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery

Notations indicated by * ore NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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