ik S FOR IMMEDIATE RELFASE

APRIL 19, 19638

ATTORNEY GeENpRAL RAaSEY CLAHA ANNOUNCED TUDAY THAT TkE
FBI dAaS IDENTIFIED JAanES FARL HAY, AN ESCAPEE Frud THE MISSOURT

. STATE PENITENTIARY, AS EAIC STARVU GALT, AGAINST WHOs a4 FEDERAL

.COMPLAINT WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDaY IN CORNECTION WITH THE FATAL

SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND Dite oIAHTIN LUTHER KING, JRe

DIAECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTE4ATIC AND

IN THE DE.

U

EXHAUSTIVE SEAHCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVE

CASE AGAINST THE FINGEAPRINTS -OF THE OV 53> 000 PERSONS FROW .

v

“wANTED NOTICES" HAVE Brin POSTEL 1o THE FILES OF THE #BI"S IDEN
iIFICAflUN DIVISION LED TU Tdk DETEMINATIUN THAT GALT AND RAY
ARE IDENTICAL . _

AR+ HOOVER SATy THAT RAY, WHO 1S 40 YEARS UF AGE, WAS
REPUORTED WISSING FuOu THE &ISSOURIL STATE PENITENTIARY AT’JE?FERSG‘
CITY, 41SSOUAL, SINCE APRIL 23, 1967 HE HAD LEEN RECEIVED AT T
INSTITUTION ON 44HCH 17, 19605 TO SERVE A 20-YEAR SENTENGE
FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN STe LOUIS FUR AMED ROBGERY AND FOR

OPLRATING A wOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT PLREISSION Ur THE UUWNERe
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On or about 3/24/68 REECHER and WEBER returned to
Mead and during their conversations regarding his trip,
REECHER told Mrs, MORISSE they had been in Chicago where PETER
VERDINO had "offered him (REECHER) a contract to kill °‘KING'
for $20,000" or, as an alternative, to "transport dope out
of New York" for $10,000. REECHER said he had not accepted
either offer and sought Mrs. MORISSE'sS views concerning them
which she expressed as "a ridiculous idea' for him even to
consider.

REECHER and WEBER again departed Mead on or about
Sunday March 31 and returned Sunday 4/7/68, reportedly by
bus to Fremont or possibly Omaha, Nebraska, where they were
picked up by WEBER's mother. They stayed only about 24
hours when they left again, takimng Mrs. MORISSE's car, a
black two-door Ford, about 1962 model, license or VIN not
immediately available, and their present whereabouts are unknown
to her. During that time REECHER mentioned that WEBER had a
gun and that he had taken possession of it for safekeeping.
She did not see a gun nor was it described to her. Ko
reference was made by REECHER to their previous conversation
about his offer of "a contract™ nor to the shooting of
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, which had occurred during the
previous week and Mrs. MORISSE was prompted to advise the FBI
of these circumstances only after long deliberation and her
conclugsion that she should not withhold it even though it
may be without significance.

Mrs. MORISSE requested that her identity be protected
in any investigation which may be undertaken with respect to
the information furnished by her.

REECHER was described as white male, born
6'2%, 230 pounds, light brown curly hair with blond streaks;
blue eyes and always wears hornrimmed glasses; native of
Coleta, Dixon or Sterling, Illinois; employed, since early
1966 when paroled from Illinois State Penitentiary, as
welder and lift truck operator, at International Harvester,
Moline, Illinois, J.I. Case, Bettendorf, Iowa, Independent
Metals and Omaha Sted, Omaha.
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JERRY ALLEN WE ER was described as white male, born

or 26;-8*gTENEY build. His (adoptive) parents
are LAWRENCE and EDKA WEBER who operate the Spart Time Cafe
at Mead. An adopted sister is LINDA WEBER, employed as Nurse's

Aid at University Hospital, Omaha, WEBER described as lazy
and dependent upon his mother for pocket money.

LEAD

D ]

CHICAGO

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, Will conduct appropriate
investigation to deftermine e identities of "Little Caesar"
, MIKE LNU and PETER VERDINO and whether VERDINO
in fact may have been implicated in instant conspiracy.
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Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

S IS A

(Priority)

OM 44-310
RAY STATED HE HAD BEEN BUMMING RIDES ON TRAINS FROM LOS
ANGELES TO MARION AND HAD BEEN THROUGH NEEDLES, ARIZ., AND LAS
| VEGAS, NEV. RAY CLAIMED EE MET MAN NAMED BILL HOLLAND AND
GAMBLED WITH BILL HOLLAND AT LAS VEGAS WHERE HE LOST MONEY, BUT
DID RETAIN SEVERAL ROLLS OF SILVER WHICH HE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION
AT TIME OF ARREST, FROM LAS VEGAS, STATED HE WENT BY TRAIN TO
SALT LAKE CITY AND WAS EN ROUTE FROM SALT LAKE CITY TO QUINCY,
ILL., AT TIME OF HIS ARREST AT MARION, IA. HE STATED BILL
HOLLAND RESIDED SALT LAKE CITY BUT GAVE NO DESCRIPTIVE DATA
REGARDING BILL HOLLAND,
WHILE RAY WAS BEING HELD IN LINN COUNTY JAIL, CEDAR RAPIDS,
THE LINN COUNTY SO CONTACTED ALL CITIES WHERE HE WAS KNOWN TO
HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF THE SILVER
HE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION COULD HAVE BEEN STOLEN, ALL REPLIES
WERE NEGATIVE, AND NO INDICATION RAY WAS WANTED IN ANY OF THOSE
CITIES.
RAY WAS PHOTOGRAPHED ON APRIL EIGHTEEN, NINETEEN FIFTY, BY
| LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE. A COPY OF THIS PHOTOGRAPH HAS BEEN

OBTAINED, THE NOSE OF THE SUBJECT, THE EARS AND THE MOUTH BEAR

Approved: Sent ’ M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE TWO

FEDERAL COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILL1AM A. KITCHEN, WESTERN

DISTRICT OF MISSOURI, KANSAS CITY, MO., FILED BEFORE USC> JEFFERSOM

CITY> MO., CHARGING RAY VITH VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE
. ZERO SEVEN THREE> USC. WARRANT ISSUED.

INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY CHICAGO, SPRINGFIELD, ST»
LOUIS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE THIS
FUGITIVE. KANSAS CITY IS INSTITUTING A FULL AND COMPLETE )
REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATAs RELATIVES,
AND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN
HIS LOCATION. |

IN THIS CONNECTION, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ON
MARCH SEVEN, FIFTY-FIVE, BURGLARIZED THE U. S. POST OFFICE AT
KELLERVILLE, ILL., AND STOLE SIXTY-SIX BLANK U. S. POSTAL MONEY
ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN NUMEROUS

STATES, VITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH WERE SENTENCED IN U.SeDeCe»

'KANSAS CITY, MO., ON JULY ONE» FIFTY-FIVE, T0 USP, LEAVENWORTH,

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE FOUR

ILL., MARCH FIFTY-FIVE; VICTOR HOTEL, QUINCY, ILL.» MARCH FIFTY-FIVES
EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON, CHICAGO, ILL., MAY FIFTY-TWO; mm
ZERO FIVE ALBY STREET, ALTON, ILL., JULY FIFTY-ONE. FPC--SIXTEEN,
M OVER M, NINE OVER FOUR, U OVER W» 000 OVER 101, TWELVE, REF NINE
OVER TWELVE. NCIC FPC--ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE TWO
ONE TWO I I ONE TWO I I ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD--JAMES EARL RAY,
SN ONE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO NINE, ENLISTED u." Se ARMY FEBRUARY
FORTY-SIX, AT EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.,» AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL
DECEMBER TWENTY-THREE, F@BﬂfE!GHT; AT WHICH TIME GIVEN GENERAL
DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP KILMER, Ne Je, BY REASON
OF INEPTNESS AND i.Acx OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARYSERVICE. RECORDS
ALSO mmckrg HE RECEIVED mga'r;amr FOR GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS wxmd_:
A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY. '
FOLLOVWING IS A DESCRIPTION OF WALTER TERRY RIFE» FBI NO.

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE TWO L

E, KELLY, PHOENIX, JULY TWENTY EIGHT, NINETEEN SIXTY FIVE,

BURFAU FILE TWENTY SIX DASH THREE FIVE ZERO NINE ONE NINE,

PHOENIX FILE TWENTY SIX DASH TWO FOUR ONE ONE TWO, STATES

WILLIAM HENRY HOLLAND, FBI NUMBER SIX SIX THREE FOUR FIVE,

SENTENCED IN U, S. DISTRICT COURT, PHOENIX, ON JULY TWENTY

SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY FIVE, FOR PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS, IT

IS NOTED HOLLAND WAS IN USP LEVENWORTH, SAME TIME AS SUBJECT.
PHOENIX REQUESTED TO DETERMINE THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS

OF HOLLAND AND INPERVIEW HOLLAND FOR ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION

LEADING TO WHEREABOUTS OF SUBJECT,
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