‘at least three black members of the Memphis Police and Fire

D’epaiuhént would have been overlooked. It is also very
probable that black citizen "lead" input would have been
greater.

B. As To The Security Ihvestigation

The task force was charged to address itself '
particularly to the question of whether the nature of the
relationship between the Bu:eéu and Dr. King called for
criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other
appropriate action. Our responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations
has long since run we cammot recommend criminal prosecution
of any Bureau persormel, past or present, responsible for
the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C.
3282). No evidence of a continuing conspiracy was found.

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging
the security investigation rested on the deceased Director
of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom
are also decéased and the remainder of whom are retired.
They are beyond the réach of diséiplinary action. The few
Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the King security

" investigation and who afe still in active service, did not

make command decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think they are tne proper suojects or any d.:.scrplmary
' _iactlon Some of the act:.v:.t:.es conducted such as the

| techm.cal electronlc surve:llance had the approval of
the then Attorney General 'Ihe Oourts ‘had not adequately
dealt with what authorlty rested J.n the execut:.ve branch :
_ to initiate such survelllance in the J.nterest of "natlonal
security”. We do not ‘thirk the’ "leg men" in ‘the Bureau
should be hield to an wndefiried standard of behavior, mich
less a standard not ohser‘ved»by the highest legal officer
- of the govermment. - “ | |
. The Bureau's' COINTELPRO' t_ype‘ actixfitie"sv the illicit
" ‘dissemination o'f- raw investigative data to discredi‘t '
’ Derg, 'the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his
" marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black-
- mail h:hn, .were"vnot fully >k'nown‘to the Department, but were
" none-the-less ordered and:directed by Director Hoover,
Assistant to. the Director Deloach, Assistant Director .
Sullivan and the Seition Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed

from decision responsibility."._ Moreover, we think the

~subordinates clearly felt ‘that, by reason of Director
"Hoover's overpowering 'and,' mtlmldatmg fdom‘i.natiori' of- the
Bureau, they had no choice but to unplen*ent the Bureau's

directions.- Pumitive action-against-the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force
to be mapproprmte in these c:chunstances and at this
very late date ' . |

3. The Bureau s 1].1:|.c1t sm’velllance produced -
. tapes and transcrlpts concerning King and many others.
‘ 'I'nese may be :sought by ng's heirs and representatives.
| Worse Stlll they may be sought by members of the public
‘at large under the Freedom of Informatwn Act. We

recommend that these tapes' and transcr:.pts‘ be sealed and

sent to the National Archives and that the ‘Congress be

asked to pasAs. legisiation denying any access to them
whatever and authorlzmg and dlrectmg then' total
dest'mctlon along with the destruction of material m
reports and memoranda derlved from them. '
| -’+ The potentlal for abuse by the mdrndual
occupymg the office of Dlrector of the FBI has been
| amply demonstrated by our lnvestlgatlon We think it is
| a respons:.blllty of the Department in the first instance
and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct
of the FBI (and the other police agencies of the govern-
ment). ‘We endorse the establisiment by the Attornmey
General of the Office of Profeé,sional ‘Resbonsibility on
December 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental

policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent

=147~
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*Senate Seleot Cardﬁttee on Inteiligenee ie an appro-
, prlate agency of the 1eglslat1ve arm to oversee the
- performance of t:he Bureau Both the Offlce of Pro-
. fessmnal Respon31b1h.ty and the Senate Select Committee
should be \expressl}y desz.gnated in their _respectlve
, enablmg regula\tions and resolutions to be a.p'lace to
which Bureau subordinates may cornplain confidehtially
and with mpumty, of orders which they belleve to .
, .threaten a violation of the cnn.l rights and l:l.bertles
of c:Ltlzens and 1nhab1tants of the Un:Lted States
5. It seems to us. that the Lmautl-nrlzed malicious
dlssenunatlon of mvestlgatlve data frcm FBI flles should ’
, be more than the presently prescrlbed msdeneanor (5 Usc
- 552a(1) @).. A felony penalty should be added
Parenthetically, it should be noted here that it

| should be made clear that it is irriproperi‘(but not criminal)
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for the Bureau to by-pass the Attorney General and deal

directly with the White House.

6. The task force reccmnends_-that the FBI have no
authority to engage in COINTEIPRO type activities which
involve affirmative punitive action following Star
Chamber decisions W1th respeci: to citizens or inhabitants
(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide- |
- lines which the. present Attorney General has established
to govern the FBI's domestic security investigations -
effectively preclude these activj.‘d.es. Those guidelines
moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal |
:i;nvestigative’ techniques to be employed in full scale
 damestic secg_rity investigations. 'This too we endorée.'
The foregoing comprises our report and recommenda-

tions. It is respectfully submitted.

Pz

January 11, 1977
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Hospital No,

Autopsy No,

1n Lut“er KlnoLAJr. o ' ‘MAQQT39”u-Race °"Y°°ex Mgle
' R ; UnLnownoApnr131-atc1y

Date_of Admission DOA N Date and Hour of Death 4’4"55 PMe

Name Mart

A

Date and Hour of Autoosv L 4e-deEn '103‘4.9 PN,

Pathologist ;TS, ‘TUT‘t 3“" TI’"NC]"(O ' Aésistant

__ Date Completed _4=11-68

-Chécked by .

| FINAL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNORIS

pl{ I l“:}\f{\’ By B2 I -d S :

I, Dlstnnt gunshot - wound to. bndy and face
A, Fracture of right nandible S e :
B. Laceratiocn of ver tcbral artexry, jugular vein and subclavian
artery, rlbnt ' : . ‘ '

C., Fracture of spine (T- y C-7)° "
D, . Laceration of spinal cerd (lower cerviral, unpcr tho* cic)

E. Subnucosal hemorrhage, larynx SRR
Intrapulmonar)_hcﬂatOﬂu, apex- rigbt uppﬂr lobe

SECONDARY SERIES:

Remote scars as described
Pleural adhesions .
Fatty change liver, moderate
Arteriosclerosis, noderate
Venous cut-downs
Tracheostony i

* ¢y o o

mén-hmwr—l

DINGS: .

LABORATORY FIND

Blood Alcohol
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JAMES EARL FAY

Scme Known Expenditires:’ April 23,.1967 - June 8; 1968

Serial _ Item Amount h Date

5246 Rent for cne week at 2731 $13.61 4/30/67
N. Sheffield; Chicago ' '

5448 1959 Chrysler; Chicago $200.00 6/ 5/67
5413 "1962 Plymouth; East St. $209.50 7/14/67
Louis .

5437X Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, $17.28 7/17/67
. Canada

2192 Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00 7/19/67
.. Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street,
Montreal at $75/m0; Montreal

Suit at English Scotch $75.06 : 7/21/67
Woolen Company; Montreal S

Book ordered from Futura $9.00 /24767
Books in Inglewocod, Calif.;

Montreal
~ Correspondence course at $17.59 7/28/67
Iocksmithing Institute in :

New Jersey; Montreal

Grey Rocks Imn fram 7/30 $195.15 8/5/67
to 8/5; Canada .

Formula for making glass. $1.00 8/9/67

purchase by money order to

E.Z. Formula; Fontreal

Granada Hotel; Bimmingham $4.50 8/26/67
Roam and board for one week $22.50 - 8/26/67

1966 White Ford Mustang:  $1,995.00 8/30/67
Birmingham ] i ) .

_Room and- board; Birmingham $22.50 9/2/67
Roo’m and board;ﬂ Birminghan $22,50 $/9/67

Dance lessens; ‘Bi ‘*'\L."""‘.“:"x $10.00 8/12/67

—156-_-
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Ttem AZnount

~Room and board; Bimmingham $22.

Room and board; Birmingham $22.

50
50

Camera equipment, Superio'r $337.2

Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham
Room oﬁly; Bimingharﬁ $17.

.38 Caliber, Liberty ‘.
Chief Revolver. $65.

Hotel San Francisco -
10/10; Acapulco $6.

Pancho Villa - 10/15; $3.
Guadalajara .

Pancho Villa - 10/18; $3.
Guadalajara :

Hotel Rio at $4.80/day- $91.
10/19-11/6; Puerto
Vallarta

"Elisa Arellano to rent $48.
apt.; Puerto Vallarta

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 $43.
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto
Vallarta )

00

00

20

20

20 -

00

20

Rent at 1535 N. Serrano; — $127.30

Utilities at 1535 N.
Serrano; Los Angeles $10.

Appointment with Dr. Mark  $25.
~ Freeman; Beverly Hills

Appointment with Dr. Mark $2S.'

Freeman

Appointment with Dr. Mark $25.

Freeman

Dance lessons at National — $29«

~ Dance Studio; Los Angeles

. Appointment with Freeman  $25.

Dance lessons $2§.
-157- :
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00.

00
00
00
00
00

00

' Daﬁe
9/16/67

9/23/67

- 9/28/67

/

9/ 20/67
10/1/67

10/11/67
10/16/67

10/19/67

11/6/67

1/ /67

11/13/67

11/18/67

11/20/67
11/27/67

11/30/67
12/4/67
12/5/67

12/6/67
12/7/67




- Lig

——

Appointment with Freeman

‘Dance lessons

Dance lessons
Appointment with Freeman
Provincial Motel - 12/17-
12/19; New Orleans

Dance lessons

Iocksmithing Institute;
Los Angeles '

International School of
- Bartending; Los Angeles

' International School yof
Bartending; Los Angeles

" Rent at St. Francis Hotel;
Los Angeles

Free Press of lLos Angeles
Iocksmithing Institute

C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward:
ing service :

Rent at St. f‘rancis Hotel
Futura Books .

.Tiffany Enterprises
Locksmithing Institute
Locksmith Ledger
Locksmithing Institute
RoomAweek at 113 14th St.;
Atlanta

~158-
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$25.00

- $29.00

$100.00

$25.00

. $24.00

$364.00
$15.00

$20.00
$105.00
$85.00

$4.25
1 $7.50
$3.00

$85.00
$6.44
$9.98
$7.50
°$5.25
$15.00

$10.00

12/11/67

12/12/67

12/14/67
12/14/67

12/19/67

12/21/67
'1/8/¢8
1/19/6¢8
1/20/68
1/21/68

1/29/65
1/31/68
2/1/68

- 2/21/68

2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
3/8/68

3/24/68




Itamn

Flemingo Motel 3/22;
Selma

Iocksmithing Institute;
Atlanta )

Travelodge Motel; . $8.48
Birmirgham : )

Purchase of rifle ' $248.59
-Birmingham

Rocm in Atlanta $10.00

" Revall Drugstore; Whitehaven, $1.83

Rdaning house on Main St.; ] $8.50

" Binoculars; Martphis o _ ~ $41.55

Rent/week at 962 Dundas St.;  $9.00
Toronto

"Round trip airplane ticket; $345.00
Toronto
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3/23/68

3/28/68

3/29/68

3/29/68

3/21/68
4/3/68

4/4/68

4/4/¢68

4/16/68

5/2/68
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Krnown . Income:

Section Serial
68 5100 Payroll checks frcm Indian Trail Restaurant
Winnetka, Illinois

May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 84.89
May 21 84.89
May 28 84.89
June 4 89.63
June 1l 89.63
June 18 95.19
June 25 77.53

$664.34

1
|
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PR ",'“’.’ ° .'.
" - "UNITED STATES GOV ~ . T

Memorandum

MR. A, ROSEY,? pate:  May 22, 1961

| G\ RETRAV A i
I‘iR . G . H o SCATI'ERDI\A\E. g\& . [ e lf;lc::: —_—

P

SUBJECT:
MARTIN LUTGER KING. JR.:

Vel e h:v° //ﬁ":‘\‘/

Eoraveamn

e

j
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Memorandum to Mr

fartin Luther Kine, Jr.
A

s ————

Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who led bus boycott in Mont«onery, hlabama, and ®sit-in demonstra- -
thﬂSz“ has occ1 associated with N 1 Association for the
-Advancenent of Colored: Peogle 81d Congress of RaC1a1 Equallt). Kxnaq
has not been 1nveqt1gatei y_the F3I, _

T L...

-

pron1nent 1nteﬂra+1onlst
Nationa

/
5/ -/ g ‘//"V'\" ?
~Burcau “Files me

vcul hlnv

thdnked Socialist Workers Party
(c11ed by Attorney General) Yfor support of bus boycott; attended
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittee of Senate
Jud1c1ary Conm nlttcc)

and was honorary chairman ¢f Young Socialist
V&avue campalgn on behalf of v1c11ns of rac1st terror,

"King’ in 1930 s ncqt1oned as’ potcntlal victim of assassin-
ation plot and ip_1957 attended.Coumunist Party training school
,lik3511nax and reportedly gave closing spccdb

King President of

-~
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Mcemorandum to Mr, Rosen’

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (to further Negro vote

-ceistration) and advised "“The Civil Rights law...is mcaningless

unless we. go out and make use of it.™ Xing thanked Benjamin
’Davis, Jr., Communist Party official, for giving blood when he
was in a hospital following assault. Xing in 1960 .indicatcd his
support for Committee to Secure Justice for porton Sobell (cited
by House Committee on Un-American Activities (LCUA) as communist
front) and in 1961 wrote articlc in "The Nation" which called
for integration of FBI to help speed integration., King attended

—

meetings with integration leaders: in Montgomery, Alabama, 5-21-G1
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UNITFD STATES GCVERNME' °

Memorandum

TO - ir., & H. Belmont DATE: August 30, 1963 ) .
: o Sull!vqn.u__\L_.c i
Trotr

Mr. w.. C, Sullu_a/ll/‘ - Tele. Room

o Holmes |
// Gandy

- P
supjecT:  COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
" NEGRO_QUESTION

I1Is-C . ,
. ¢ Cort oy R )

Reference is made to.the enclosed material: on which the
. Director has written: '"This memo reminds me vividly of those I
received when Castro took over Cuba! ‘You contended then that Castiro and
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists., Time
‘alone proved you wrong. I for one can't lgnore the memos re King,

: - et al azs having only an infinitesimal
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists."
5 The Director is correct. VWe were completely wrong about
bel:ev1nc the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
that Fidel Castro was not a communist or under communist influence. On
investlgatlnv and writing about communism and the American Kegro, we
nhac better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us.

f I do think that much of the difficult ty relatlnr to the memor
dum  rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the
woxrd "influence,! We do not have, and no Government agency or private
OoTganization has, any yardstick which can accurately measure '"influence™
! ﬁ this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in
he case of the obvious 1nfluence ‘of

over Martin Luther Xing and King!S§ influencé over’ "Sther NeEl0
liezders. Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful
‘demagogic spcech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of
Hegroes. We must mark him now, if we hqve not done so beiore, as the

e
7
l -'\

‘ " On determining membershlp of Kegroes in the Communist Fafiy,
we are. not confronted with the same problem.' ¥e do have here-accurate
yarostlckq for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are
very exacting. This means there are many Negroes who are fellow-
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old
communist pringiple still holds: "Communism must-be, built with non-
‘communist hapds " Therefore, it may be unrealistic 4o limit ourscives as
we have been ﬁo ng_ to lewalistlc,proof or definitely conclus1v"__;;ggnce

o ~e i

Enclosu;% e e
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TN

Memcrandum for Ur, Belmont
RE:; CCMHMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRGC QUESTION

. 100-3=75

that would stand up in testimony in_ court or before Congr0351ona1
committees that the Communist Party, USA does wield substantial
inTllence over Negroes which one day could become decisive. .
The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned,
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every
effort to 1lift in the .future. The great amount of attention this
"Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negr
should enable us to do this. . i :

, For exanple, here at the Seat of Government the Negro -~.
communist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and
-during the past few weeks four men have been so occupied. Additionally,
(1) fpeC1allzed instructions are regularly given the field on communist
infiltration of the Negro: (2) monographs have been written on the

. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memorands
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963 we devoted the entire Curlent Intelli~
gence Analysis to the comanlst plans for the Negro March of August 28,
1963, (149 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Government¥ (5) much material on the issue is given to Agents at
In-Service; and (8) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division
nowv giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro March
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
commupist influence on the Negro. . : .

As the memorandum pointed out, 'this Nation is involved in a.
form of racial revolution and the-time has never_been so right for
exp101tatlpn o; the Negroes by. communlst propavandlsts L Nlneteen millior
Negroes constltute the g vreatest single racial target of the Communist
Party, USA., This is a sombre reality we must never lose sircht of., Ve

, will do everything possible in the troubled ‘future to aevelop Ioxr the

}Director 2ll available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis-
+Party, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence
: of communist organizations and offlclals over the leaders and masses of

xNegroe

. Ve regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a rlght to expect. from our ana1y31s.

RECOMMENDATION

For the information of the D;;éétor.
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Memorandum

ur. W. C. Su1livdn C DATE:

i
FROM @ lr, F, J. Baumg wrdncr
&Y
SUBJECT T COLIMUNIST PARTY, USA. .
NEGRQ_QUE ST;O

COMMUNIET  ILY ACE IN RACIAL AATT’R
IhT““N“L SECUR ITY -~ COLZIUNIST

- P : : U

Thls mcmorandum recommends increased coverage of COHMLHISL

-_.-..

1nf1nnnce _on the Neoro, The history of the Communist Party, UoA
g?CPUbA) “Tanlete with its attemnts_to exn? o**, ‘influence and

recruit t1o Le=ro - ‘ife karch on Vashlnﬂton 3-.28~ 63 was a stiriking
cham‘IL OT JUGH“Oﬂmun*st activity as Party leuders earlv put into

motion eZforts to accrue gains for tike CPUSA from the March, VWell- \\\
decumented information concerning the Party's influence on a.principal \
liarch leader, Reverend Martin ILuther King, Jr., is but an eyample \
The presence at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging from !
several pational functionaries headed byi{CPUSA General Secretary Gus /
11211 to many rank-and-file members, is clear indication of the Party's
_.:.‘.’C-",'», target (the Negro) today. o

All indications are that the March was not the "end of the
line'" and that the Party will step up its efforts to expXit racial
unrest and in every possible way claim credit for itself relating to
any "gmins" achicved by the XNegro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive
leadership meceting in November, 1963, which will deal primarily witi
the Negro situation. This nceting is to be preceded by aiGus Hall7]
"barnstorzing' trip through key areas of the country to nmeet Pariy
people and thus better preparce hifasclf for the November meetlng

Sy

The entire ficld is being alerted to this SLMuatloﬁ*in a
proposed SAC Letter (attached). The field is being 1n€tructcd to
intensify our coverage of communist influence on the Negro by giving
fullest consideration to the uue of all possible investi atlvo
techniques. In addition, the fleld is ‘beinpistold to intensify. its
coveraze of those cemmunist fronts throuzh which the Party channcls
its influcnce and to intensify s 1.vvsti~at10ns of the many Party
menbers and dupcs who eppnze in zctivities on behdlf of the Party
in the Kegro fiecld:. Furiher, e are siressing 'the urgent need for
imaginative and agZgressive taotion to o be ytiljized through our Counter-
intelligence frogsan-=Unne dendgned Lo attempt to neutralize or
disrupt the Party's activilies iu - the legro ficld., Necessity for
proapt handling of all fZavets of this matter to insure timely disscmi-
nation to the DGPJT‘=L“‘ Atk Elﬁ‘;inlvru sted-agencies. is-also being
Cmpll“\-'j“? L R : ' Radh /' .—~a‘__"vw ._) ‘-

100-..: 116 mr (CPUSE  Nee O Carration) ) %1 0CT 1¢G 1967
i - o= flbuns e ety v
. ‘ . =167~

Gerony - L o B he)

-
-
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUILSTION ’
COMMUNIST INFLUEECE IN RACIAL MATTERS
(o0-2-116] ‘ - r

The prOpoqed SAC Letter requires key security offices
to submit to the PBureau, within 30 days, an analysis of their
- | current coverage of communist act1v1u1es in the Wewro field plus
details of their plans for intensification. Also, those 16
| offices participating in the Counterln»elllgedce Progrom.on a
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly
letters due 10-15-63- their plans to neutralize or dlsrupt Party

activities in the Negro &lelu.,

{
7

v Atms K

RECO\uEYDATION‘

- If approved attached SAC Lettcr go forward apprising
thn field as above and urging full implementation so that the

~

- .
M ~ vr“n,y-v-,:apf;_,

desired results may be achieved, Also attached for approvul are | &
_necessary Manual changes. . e - }g
T — - __ - ' T : ":',‘.-/
; 53
- o\
3 o<
. ‘ P} -.
€
) g
{) uo?f“d '2
» . f ."—\
CAN M iw- L i‘ ‘% :;
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f~
A\_ \
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIREC TOR

Whlle the aUached memorandum
_ bears the initials of JIr. Baumzardner,
" it was prepared from a rough-draft furmbhﬂd
to him by Mr. Sullivan. .

~

-~ -

It sheuld be understoad that
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmont
read the memoranduin and '1“1 eed with it
prior to its submission. ] Jig-# gy - o) 53
RE-C,. 4] h.--.-s_. —rraevew e
Enclosure SRR < o ws 090 5 1953
Clyde Tolson ',f
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To: Mr. A. H. Belmont " Date:

From; Mr. W. C. Sul;@ng/
/ N

Re: COMKUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION
CCllUNIST INFLULNCIE IN RACIAL LATTERS
JNTEInAL SECURITY - C

A

. mm
——
NSRS Y
L.___.._.....—_- e

Bredication:

i Redference is made to the enclosed memorandum datcd 9/16/G3
and to the attached pro posed SAC Letter.

) On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of
the Director's continued dissatisfaction with the manner in whick
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subseguant.
menmoranda on the same subject matter. This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division .
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly warnt to dec "
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. Ve absolutely will
not be stubborrn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be
stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this matter.
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter

until there was 2 clarification and a meeting of minds relative to
the gquestion of the extent of communist influence over XNegrocs and
their leaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely .
try to clarify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that
this discussion need not be made a matter of official record.

/.
Conmon Agreement:
(') e H .
< * First, I am sure we all are in agreement.on the following
which was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief
attached: (1) for the past 44 vears the Communist Party, USA, has
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million
hcgroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial
target of the Communist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther
King, L _does have as an cxtremelv important
advisor N i (4)  we
are right now in this nation engaged in a form.of social -revolution
and the time has never been so right for eﬂploiuation of the
.“NL”IOGS by communist propagandistis; and (5). “the Communist Party
~“could in the future make prodigious strides and great successes with
the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national seccurity.
In addition to the above, the material furnished contained many pagzes
of specific examples of communist Eolicies. programg-antd—xttivities

Enclosures Qust> 2-3.4 ] 5_.?\“)
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Memorandum for XMr, Belx
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, US
NEGRO QUESTICON
COmNUNTbT INFLUEnCE IX RACIAL XATTERS .

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in this nation,
relative to which we can all agxrco. '

Yo

Essence of the Situation:

The essence of the situation scems to be this: e
presented what facts there are in our files in the Briel in guestion
and I know that the Director certainly would no%t want us to de other
than this. <The position taken at the time the Bricf was writton was
that, while there is communist influence being exerted on Negroes
and Negro leaders, it _has_not_rcached the point c¢f_centrol or
domlnatlon\s This historically bas been the position of the Bureau
in Thizs matter in ligkt of file rev;ews going back ten to cwenty

*-—.

years. .Clamméfﬂuvvxﬁaﬁx aTt*AJO s MoK T Lkrm)%e;’t;:;::L)f?jiz
The Historical Position: &o &l . .}Aq%ﬂ

: For example, in a detailed docunent prepared on COMLunlsx
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to '"the
fallure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant number
of Kegroes in the United States to its number.'" -Another exauple is
to he found in aa anql}si in this same field prenared by the Burezu
in 18586 to the effect that communist e¢fforts have been '"unsuccessiul
on a state or national level” in infiltrating '"legitimate Negro-
fraternal, protest and improvement organlzatlons," although they mazde
linited success in some 'isolated chapters." The Director's book,
Masters of Deceit, published in 1958, states: "It became obvious
that.the Party, despite great efforts, had failed to win over even

a significant minority of Negroes,'" In 1960 the Director's stzatement
to The Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, reads

"I+ ig no secret that onc ol .the Litierest disappointments of
communistic efforts in this Nation has been their fzilure to lure

our Negro citizens into the Party. " In 1962 similar public statementsz
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director
under the date of August 23, 1963, this historical position was
restated and it was szaid, “Onc of the bitterest disappointments of
the communists has been their single faillure to lure any significant
number of our Negro citizens into the Party." This statement was

soet forth again in the cover memorandum which the Director marked.

The point I wish to make here is this The fact that this
has been our historical position in the Bureau for many years is no
reason to assume that it is lug_inxx'rt position at this time, as the

ircctor has clearly oxplava-d, Vimvu acd conditions change and, as
the evidence mounts, naturally wo nced to change our position along
¥ith this evidence.
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

Interpretation: .

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful,
for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the same stones put in the torm of a sound edifice. It is
obvious to {is now that we did not put the proper interpretation uwnon
the facts which we gave to the birector.

Martin Luther King:

We have been aware of the communist influence for nearly
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr.,, head of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, and in the comprehensive memorandum entitled
* "Communist Party, USA, Negro Question,' dated 8/23/63 we set out
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this
country have had subversive COPnuctiODS in their barkvround< and

| tbat Martin Luther King, Jr.. haz been dealing with

As previously
stated, we are in conplete agreement with the ‘Director that
comnunist influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have
stated before in a memorandum, we regard Martin Luther King to
be the most dangerous and effective Neygro leader in the country.
In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward
strengthening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have
|inxorm“tion the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit
the raclal situation for the purpose of gaining influence among
the Negroes. T T e
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Yemorandum for Mr, Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NLEGRO QULSTION
COMMUNLST INFLUELENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Letter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director,
ghould be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this:
We necd to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on and leave
.no_stone untufied to develop every and all_facts which exist

in this matter. Some of these facts may not yet have been-
unearthed by our Tield offices, and will not be unless we
follow up this matter evermore closely with them. Uy second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related
to the present changing situation inthe 'Communist Party - Negro
.relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist
-0officials to inifiltrate and to dominate Negro developments in
this ccuntry. Turther, they are meeting with successes. This
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on
Washington on August 28 communist officials have been doing all
noszible to exploit the very troubled racial gituation., As’
they szid weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders. ' They are
now in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist -~ Negro. .
activities., The SAC Letter in question will be a great help
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important
. facts relating to the current changes and pextinent activities
going on during the past few weeks in this entire field,

Subject of Deep Concern

May I repeat that . our faillure to measure up to what the
Director expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations
is a subject of yery.deep concexn to us in the Domestic Intelligence
Division, We are disturbed by this and ought to be. I want him

—— g 0

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COILIUNIST PARTY, USA.
IGRO QUESTION
COMIMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTZERS

to know that we will do evexrything that is huzanly possible to

develop all facts nationwide relative to the communist penctration
and influence over Negro leaders and their organizations.

" RECOMMENDATIONS :
(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sending
the cnclosed SAC Letter to the field.

| 7

(2) In order that other agencies and prominent governuent
officials will be aware of the determincd efforts of the Comuunist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Dircctor apprcves we
will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those attenpts
to penetrate, influeace, and control the leazro movencnt. Dy seiting
these facts forth, suceinctly and clearly, the veader cannot help -
but be impressed with the seriousness of tho communist activities.
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:\Qi ‘The attached analysis of i
A ; Communlsm and the Negro Movement is
SRS j highly explosive. It can be regardqd/gs__
Gi oSN a personal attack on Martin Luthen/!&ing. -
LY } There is no doubt it will have a Keavy
ROEENE impact on the Attorney General and anyone
AR else to whom we disseminate it. It is
=N labeled TOP SECRET. However, ‘even such a
« o high classification seems to be no bar
W™ O today to a leak, and should this leak out
NI it will add fuel to a matter which may
\Ri}fﬁ\ already be in the cards as a political
l} v issue during the forthcoming Pre51dent1al
: L; campalgn.
QA '
tfi {- TES neloxanGuu makes vood readlnv and
yON

llls based on information from reliable sources.
We may well be charged, however, with
expressing opinions and conclusions, parti-"
cularly with reference to some of the
statements aQaut Klngo . :

This memorandum may st le the, Attonwey
General, particularly in view\bI, 'his past
association with King, and the fact that we
are disseminating this outside the Department.
He may resent this. Nevertheless,: the
memorandum is a powerful wqrnlng agq;nst
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EXHIBIT 14
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Mr, James Farl Ray

Post Offlce Box 33

Brughy Moumtain Penitentiary
Petros, .Tennesses 37845

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney General of the United
States created a task force for the parpose of reviewing
the FRI'e investigation of the assassination of
Dr. Martin ILuther King, Jr.

The task force is rnow in the process of winding up
its inquiry before submitting a final report to the
Attorney General. However, we feel that our irquixy will
ot be corplete unless wa give you an opportunity to state
your rarticipaticn, ar lack of participation, in the
murder of Dr. King.

Accardingly, we hereby reguest, through your attorney,
James H. Lesar, Esquire, your consent to an interviers by
members of the task force. If you should agree to talk
o us, our tihme schedule requires us to arrange for the
interview to take place not later than December 31, 197¢.

Pleasa let us know imwiiately vhether you desire
to be interviews

Sincerely,

Fred G. Folecm
Director
Maxtin Xuather King, Jr., Task Force

cc: Janes H. lssar, Esquire
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EXHIBIT 15
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Brusly Houdsin %ﬁenitcnﬁarg
Hetros, Temressee 37845

Mr., Janes H. Losar : December 20, 1976
Attorney at Law '

1231 fourth Streset, S.V.

Wask. D.C,

re: Ray v. Tenn. cr, Indlctment no. 16645;
Shelby county, Temnossee. (1963):

Dear Jim:

In respect to your letter saylung that a Justice departzment attorney, Nr.
James F. Walker, would like to imterview me concerning the above indict-~
ment, I agree with your advice opvosing the interview., It would appesr
that this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and thelr book writizg
cnllaborators,e. 5., Gerold Ffranz, Gecrge Mc¥illian, st al. .

If they had wanted to interview the defsndant, under oath, Jjustice had
ample épportunity in the 1974 M.C. bearing in Memphie, Tenneseee, through
their surrogete, ¥. Henry Hzile; and I understand no representative froz
Justice appeared es a wltnesc at the hearing.

At the present I believe the only body I Bhéuld testify before is a jury.

I understand you to say Jjustice has not read any df the trs. of prior
hearings & suits; Therefore I'1l include in the cc copy of this letter
to Jjustice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLX jr. matter with
sttached Ex-~A, 2lthoe I.doubt if Justice or their pudbliching associates
%ill be interested in the Complaint contents. '

Sincerely: Janes e. Ray #65477

-

-~

/ - Poo. EOX“"73
cc: Jameg F. Valker, Esq. J.D.L//// A Petros, Teun. 37345,

v T
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JAMES Z, RAY, :
* Plaintifs

TIME INC.

GEORGE McMILLIAN . .
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COM’PLAINT

1. ALLEGATION OF JURISDICTION:

(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject matter is tased upon

diversity of cltizenship and the amount in recovery.

Plaintiff, acting pro se, is a citlizen of the Séaté of Tennéssee under "oper-
ation of Law" in the subject matter; défendant FIM= Inc. (here-in-after, TIME)
ina a citizen of the State of New York; defendant George Mciillian (kere-in-
arter, Mc!illi°n) is a citizen of the State of Massachusetta, defendant V.
Eenry Baile (h re—in—after, Haile) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee;
defendant William Eratford Huie (here-in-after, Hule) *s a citizen of the .

. State of Alabama; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in~after, Frank) is a citizen
of the State of Mew York; defendant Hon. Robert M. Hcﬁae (here-in-after, &udge

:..HpRae) i8 a citizen of -the State of Teﬁﬁea;ee; defendant.Erenda Pellicciotti
(bere—i;—after, Pellicciottl) .is a citizen of the State of Tennessee. The

matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of interest and costs, the sum of

ten thousand dollars. ' . . ) )

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the existence of 2 federdl question and the amount

)

" in controversy:

-179- o - ;
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