
4/16/68

Airtel

To: SAC’s, Philadelphia (44-1368) 
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Philadelphia teletype 4/15/68.

Latent prints from Room 34 in Rebel Motor Hotel,
Memphis, Tennessee, not identical with fingerprints of Linwood 
Nash Page, Army service ^^^H Inasmuch as two latent 
palm prints of value were reported on lifts from this room, major 
case prints of Page needed for comparison.
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SAC, (44-1368) (P) 4/17/68

SA KENNETH K. SMYTHE

MURKIN

Re Albany airtels to Director dated 4/11/68 and 
4/12/68.

Enclosed for the Harrisburg RA are copies of 
referenced airtels.

Investigation at Philadelphia, Pa., reflects that 
the Textile Marking Machine with SN SR 337 66, previously 
listed to B. Gross Company, Media, Pa., had been to
the Best Equipment Company, and subsequently sold on 2/23/68 
to Harold’s Valevteria, 3407 Derry Street, Harrisburg, Pa.

LEADS.

PHILADELPHIA
AT HARRISBURG, PA.:

Contact Harold’s Valevteria and determine their 
marking code to see if they utilize the system set forth 
in referenced airtels or if they ever used the serial number 
02B-6. The operator of the machine as well as the owner should 
be interviewed re coding. A sample of their tape with the 
characters 02B-6 should be obtained and returned to this . 
office for insertion in the 1A envelope. If they have a 
customer to whom this number is assigned, the Philadelphia 
Office should be immediately contacted.

tARCHED^-.INDEXED—
SERIALIZED ;* EH E* I

I‘ 1 !

FBI — PHILADELPHIA 
------ ^iTY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E?O?14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, C44-1368) (P) date: 4/17/68

from : SA KENNETH K. SMYTHE

subject: MURKIN

Re Albany airtels to Director dated 4/11/68 and 
4/12768.

Enclosed for the Harrisburg RA are copies of 
referenced airtels.

Investigation at Philadelphia, Pa., reflects that 
the Textile Marking Machine with SN SR 337 66, previously 
listed to B. Gross Company, Media, Pa., had been r^l^rto 
the Best Equipment Company, and subsequently sold on 2/23/68 
to Harold’s Valevteria, 3407 Derry Street, Harrisburg, Pa.

LEADS

PHILADELPHIA
AT HARRISBURG, PA.;

Contact Harold’s Valevteria and determine their 
marking code to see if they utilize the system set forth 
in referenced airtels or if they ever used the serial number 
02B-6. The operator of the machine as well as the owner should 
be interviewed re coding. A sample of their tape with the 
characters 02B-6 should be obtained and returned to this 
office for insertion in the 1A envelope. If they have a 
customer to whom this number is assigned, the Philadelphia 
Office should be immediately contacted.

5010-108-01
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MAY 1062 EDITION
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united’ stages government

Memorandum
TO : SAG (^-1368) DATE:April 19, 1968

FROM : Clerk Don Garde Hi

subject: Murkin

nigh/ of Ij-19-68 Smith observed a man whom he
believes to be identical to Eric Starve Galt0The man
was not registered at the hotel but was observed at 
the hotel bars.

Smith advised that the man was about 5'8”, 165 
lbs®.,with short brown,curly hair® He was wearing 
a sport shirt and a gray jackets

prior to seeing this man. Smith had not seen 
a picture of Galt® It was not until later that he 
observed a pieture of Galt in a newspaper and 
recognized the resemblence,at which time the man 
had already departed®

Smith’s address is: National Hotel
Hummelstown, pa. 

His phone number is: 566-0113

Buy U.S1. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-01
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. !0
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6^^0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: 840(1^-1368) DATE:April 19, 1968

FROM : Clerk Don Garde 111

subject: Murkin

Mr, Harry Smith, owner of the National Hotel in 
Hummelstown, Pa,, on 4-19-1968 telephonically advised 
the following,.

On the night of 4-19-68 Smith observed a man whom he 
believes to be identical to Eric Starve Galt.The man 
was not registered at the hotel but was observed at 
the hotel bar.

Smith advised that the man was about 5’8”, 165 
lbs,,with short brown,curly hair. He vias wearing 
a sport shirt and a gray jacket.

$>rior to seeing this man. Smith had not seen 
a picture of Galt, It was not until later that he 
observed a picture of Galt in a newspaper and 
recognized the resemblence,at which time the man 
had already departed. 

Smith’s address is: National Hotel
Hummelstown, pa.

His phone number is: 566-0113

5010-108-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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GSA FPMR (41 CFR) |OI-l!.e^B

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to SAC date: 4/22/58

FROM : E. R. ALEGADO

subject: MURKIN

On 4/22/68 BOB O’pONAo), 311 East Ashland Avenue, 
Glenolden, Pa., 
frc^l^SO'a^ pm./ He requested that contact not be

made through his place ox employment.

He said that on Easter Saturday he was employed as a 
musician at the Town House, Media, Pa., where two patrons 
there joined him for a drink. This man and woman were there 
about two or three hours. He did not know their names, how­
ever.

The man, O'DONALD said, resembles the description of 
JAMES EARL RAY. He also liked country and western-type music. 
The couple said they were coming from Columbus, Ohio.

O’DONALD requested that an Agent get in touch with him 
for more details.

5010-108-01
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SAC 4/22/58

E. R. ALEGADO

• MURKIN

On 4/22/68 BOB O’DONALD, 311 East Ashland Avenue, 
Glenolden, Pa., phone LU 3-0328, is employed Boeing Vertol 
from 6:30 am until 3 pm. He requested that contact not be 
made through his place of employment.

He said that on Easter Saturday he was employed as a 
musician at the Town House, Media, Pa., where.two patrons . 
there, joined him for a drink. This man and woman were there 
about two or three hours. He did not know their names, how­
ever. . . .

The man, O’DONALD said, resembles the description of . 
JAMES EARL RAY. He also liked country and western-type music. 
The couple said they were coming from Columbus, Ohio. :

0’DONALD requested that an Agent get in touch with him 
for more details. - . , ,

2 - 44-1368

ERA
(2)
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SAG 4/22/68

E. R.ALEGADO

MURKIN

On 4/22/68 Mrs. MARY MOORE, Manager, Chalet Village, 
Feasterville, Pa., telephone 355-4136, telephonically con­
tacted this office.

Mrs. MOORE also resides on. these premises at 95 Heights 
Lane, Tovm House #19, phone 355-3364.

She said that approximately two or three weeks before 
assassination, a Mr. DARYL EDWARDS who resembles JAMES EARL 
RAY checked out of his residence at the Chalet Village due 
to a job transfer to Watertown, N. Y. EDWARDS was employed 
Laboratories, Trevose, Pa. He had been living there for 
about two months.

2 - 44-1368

ERA
(2)
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Membfandum
TO SAG date: ^/22/68

FROM E. R.ALEGADO

subject: MURKIN

On 4/22/68 Mrs. MARY MOORE, Manager, Chalet Village, 
Feasterville, Pa., telephone 355-4136, telephonically con­
tacted this office.

Mrs. MOORE also resides on these premises at 95 Heights 
Lane, Town House #19, phone 355-3364.

She said that approximately two or three weeks before 
assassination, a Mr. DARYL EDWARDS who resembles JAMES EARL 
RAY checked out of his residence at the Chalet Village due 
to a job transfer to Watertown, N. Y. EDWARDS was employed 
Laboratories, Trevose, Pa. He had been living there for 
about two months.

5010-103-01
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings'Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
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from : sa AlbM U . Pu^u
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Car in King Probe Traced to Ala. Mai
■ ATT. A A a a ■   ' ^ " ' ^--------------------------------------—    "~—- -“J
■ ATLANTA, Ga. (UPI). —

The FBI today cloaked in 
secrecy an impounded white 
Mustang car resembling one 
that sped from the scene of
the assassination of the Rev?
Martin Luther King, 
Memphis, Tenn., last 
day.

The impounded car,

ie nev? 
Jr., in 
Thurs-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

on an Atlanta 
day after Dr. 
was traced 
plates to Eric

parked
street since the 
King’s murder, 

through license 
Starvo Galt, 36,

whose address was a South Bir­
mingham, Ala., rooming house, ’-Yuj. Bridges was”'uncertain
Neighbors said they hadn’t seen| whether the man resembled a 
Galt in three months. police artist’s sketch of the 
; Neither the FBI in Atlanta] assassin who shot Dr. King with 
and Memphis nor the Justice’a 30.06 Remington rifle — re­
Department in W a s h i ri g t o reportedly purchased in Birming- 
would comment on the Mustang,,ham—after checking into a flop- 
which was towed to FBI head-'house across from Dr. King’s 

hotel- in Memphis. The killer 
was described as a neatly! 
dressed man with dark hair!

quarters in Atlanta and shielded 
from newsmen.
e FBI agents did say-,.,that no 
1 warrant had been issued in the 
I ase. But it was learned ‘.that
the FBI had asked Florida po­
nce yesterday to be on the look-

and “a silly smile.” j
ONE MEMPHIS witness saidl 

he saw a man get into a white!
Mustang and take off at highiJ------------------- ---------------------- ------------ xuuataug auu lanu uu ui ui^.xi

out for Galt. The request waS»speed. Another witness theor-| 
canceled by FBI several hours ized the Mustang was not from.
'later. .Tennessee because it had no! 
] GALT’S Birmingham address! front tag and no Memphis in- 
iwas a stucco, two-story, room-'spection sticker. Another white
ing house in a neighborhood of; Mustang was reported parked 
old homes, high-rise apartment on the same street, an hour
buildings and modern office 
structures.

The owner of the rooming 
house refused to come to -the 
door last night but a roomer, 
telephone repairman Percy 
Strickland, said the FBI had 
been asking about Galt “plenty 
the last week.” 1 . ■ ' -

The car, bearing ' 1968 ■ .Ala­
bama license 1-38993 with ' two 
1967 Mexican tourist stickers on 
its windows, was found on a

later. s
Shortly after the King slaying, 

there were reports on the Mem­
phis police radio of a high-speed 
chase involving a white Mus­
tang. It later was learned these 
reports were picked up by a 
motorist with a citizen’s radio 
band and relayed to the police 
dispatcher by a- patrol car park­
ed next to the motorist.

The motorist later told the.
Memphis Commercial Appeal! 

street in an Atlanta subdivision,,he knew the reports of a chase;
Capitol Homes. A resident, of were false after a while because! 
the area, Joe Manus, said hethe signals of the car allegedly! 
had seen the car since last Fri-chasing the Mustang never 
day and another resident Mrs.wavered, indicating he was sta-: 
Bridges, reported seeing a well!tionary.
dressed, dark-haired man neaj Earlier last night, in New
the car during the past fevtYork, U. S. Attorney General
da =Ramsey Clark said regarding 

the King slaying that “we will 
report on some developments; 
that should be made public] 
soon." — “ ;

p.5-”Daily News” 
Philadelphia, Pa
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

FBI Sketch of King Suspect 
Tositively’ Identified as Eric Galt

, , BIRMINGHAM, Ala., April 15 
i(AP).—The owner of a boarding 
ihouse said Monday he had ide^ 
tified a drawing of a man sough: 
in the slaying of Dr. Martiil 
Luther King, Jr., as a roomer 
known as Eric Galt.

“It’s him, I’m sure,” said1 ‘rue’ FBI issued’ a;^^^ 
Peter Cherpes, 72, who runs a called a “locate and notify” dis- 
boarding house on Birming-pa ., in Florida for Galt last
ham’s South Side. Cherpes conj'Friday at about the time the/ police" sources in ‘ Memphis] 
sented to talk after the FBll white Mustang was being im-:djsclosed Sunda Ulat the FBIt 
had responded to his request to pounded in Atlanta. The alert- ... P < 
be released from a secrecy was withdrawn four hours laterwas withholding Nation-wide; 
pledge. ('with the explanation that it had distribution of a composite 
RECEIVED PACKAGE i iw^ ..rrmunus . . /drawing of Dr, King’s killer,

Cherpes said Galt had stayed Since then, the FBI has de-wko ®rei^ the death shot from 
It his rooming house from Aug.] dined to say anything about a dingy second-floor bathroom' 

5 to Oct. 7 last year. , - iGalt. There was no warrant for in a rundown rooming house,, 
He said that during Scptem-jOaH, tbe Fbj sajd jast Frjday. • — “Tthev_havenlt -given, us any-, 

er, Galt- r®"eived a prePa*d Galt rented a room from him,thin§ wt a Physical description.’ 
package in the mail from Chit Cherpes said> lagt faU> at about They aren’t handing out pic- 
cago. He said it weighed 20 taUle Ume the hunted man hadtures of the man,” said a police, 
25 pounds, was about two fee obtai d AIabama driver’s ^ial who asked that his Mme 
long and one'foot wide. The nexh “ abe withheld. . |
day, Cherpes said, Galt had told
him it was the wrong merchan­
dise and he planned to send it 
back. I

Cherpes said FBI agents had 
shown h i m drawings las( 
Wednesday, or two days before 
a car registered in the name 
of Eric Starve Galt had been

He also purchased, with casin' “They either don’t have | 
a white Mustang from a Birm: S°°d, one, or they’re going if; 
ingham car--salcsman. He listedai°ne-”

There has been no indication.his occupation as merchant sea 
man, unemployed. from any source in touch with
. Cherpes said that when GalfFBI agents that the EBI has al 

registered he had noted on theph°tograph. I 
registration card that he last The assassin’s description1

founc abandoned in Atlanta, 'had worked at the Ingalls Ship-given by the FBI: 30 to 32 
The car, a white Mustang with building Corp, at Pascagoula,years of age, 5-10, weighing.

an Alabama license tag, match-,Miss. ' ^65, with a receding hairline,
ed the description of a car seen! Meanwhile, in Jacksonville,3"*1 a long’ 01111 nose’ ,' 
lca±g assassination scene FIa.( a man picked u f 1 Newsmen’s requests for prints- 
in Memphis, Tenn., where Dr., . ,, ‘ . 4 . of the FBI s drawing were
King was shot April 4. 1 boning about the assassinatiouturned down. ==3 I
SEARCH WIDENED .was cleared, police said. \

Cherpes was shown a news-; Agents have exhibited compos- 
paper artist’s drawing of the as-'ite drawings of a man’s face, 
sassin Monday and he said it but no photographs, according! 
was like the drawings exhibited to persons interviewed in Birm-1 
by Federal agents. Cherpes said-ingham, ■= I

■ the sketches “looked exactly; ■— ' 
llike Galt.”
; The man known as Eric Star- 
,vo Galt has become the object 
jof a widening search by FBI 
agents, who have been inter 
viewing persons with the sam, 
name or similar names Iron 
Virginia to Florida and sifting 
through dozens of stores and! 
businesses in Birmingham fori 
class tactile missing gSf=^|

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

King Slayer Hunt Kept Secret
Under Orders From the Top

1 person.
1 By JOHN G. WARNER He now avoids reporters.
' Memphis, Tenn. — (UPI) — Sources which normally pro­
In the dingy flophouse, the vided newsmen with guidance in 
bathroom. window is still jam- criminal investigations say they 
med open and across the street>have never seen such secrecy, 
■the wreaths are wilting on the The secrecy In this case, the, 
balcony of, the Lorraine Motel, sources indicate, comes' from 

■ In the gutter, spoiled Polaroid beyond the FBI, beyond the Jus- 
pictures flutter and tourists tice Department — from the 
trample over a placard which White House.
says, “I am a man.” The Federal Government ap-

' They can see it all, the place patently did not want Galt - to 
where the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu! know he was hot. Did if, per- 
'ther King, Jr., was assassinated haps, hope, he might. lead 

1 Within hours after King fell, agents to someone else?
■the Federal Bureau of Investigal Driver’s Story
tion launched a secret hunl In the office of R. S. Lewis

A man dodged into the door*
way of Canipe Amusements Co., 
one door lip the street, and 
dumped his rifle and, a small 
case containing binoculars in the 
doorway. Then he leaped into 
a white Mustang and roared 
away.

That is how police say it hap­
pened, and it is constructed 
from testimony of witnesses 
and presumably, from evidence.. 
Another Story

But Sidney Walker also claims' 
to have seen something strange. 
Walker, a tall, wizened Negro, 
said he was in Jim’s Grill, below 
tM flophouse, having ' coffee 
when he heard the shot.

■ Walker said he sprinted out
for a shadowy man named Eric and Sons, a funeral home in 
Starve Galt. Those few police Memphis, Solomon Jones told 
departments asked to look foi of King’s last day. He was .the door, around the corner,
him were asked only to locate driving a company car for Dr. down Huling st. and into Mul-
-him, not arrest him. No wari King on Thursday, April 4. The1 berry st. by the motel. He saw
rant was issued. car had been lent to the civil King’s aides gathering around

Officially, the FBI will not rights leader for his stay in him on the balcony and, he sale',
.even concede that it wants a Memphis. _ _ he ’saw a man funning down
man named 1 Eric Starvo Galt! Jones said he was standing on the street, away from him, with 
The name became known only the pavement beside the car, a white hood on his head. The 
after the FBI issued—and later the engine running, and King police had not yet arrived, he 
hastily withdrew—a ‘‘locate was turning to move down the, said.
.and notify” order. balcony to a stairway and be According to Holloman, ■ 150
Identity in Doubt ' driven to a friend’s house for* officers converged , on the scene

There is some suspicion that' -.ina matter of seconds. '
• Galt may be a phony name—a | 1 heard the shot and felt « other Reports
false identity built up over a Street and looked chaunceV Eskridge, King’s

ran to the street and looked l e w standing on the
across, and I saw a man jump j wRh ; h d
up from behind the bushes and^ out He t0Q ran t0

,.ethe street.’ He said he saw no 
nisione with hoods, but claimed 

that a group of policemen leap-

long period of time.
> Authorities revealed the dis­
covery of Galt’s white Mustang 

..on Thursday, in Atlanta, where 

..it had been abandoned the morn­
ing of April 5, one day after the 
killing, but not reported by 

i residents of the area for almost 
i a week.
; The slaying of the civil rights 
■ leader and advocate of nonvio­
lence is a hodgepodge of mys­
teries—of mysterious men in 
white hoods, of mysterious radio 
messages, of mysterious cars 
and total secrecy.

On Friday, the day after , the 
killing, and on Sunday and

run back toward Main st. 
had something white on 
head, like a hood.” 
Shot From Bath ed out of the bushes—the same

Monday on television programs,

According to Memphis Police bushes from which Jones said 
Director Frank Holloman, a he saw a hooded man run. 
smooth, gray-haired man from Eskridge also said, shortly 
Mississippi with a 25-year pBI after the killing, that he saw a 

: ring on his .finger, the assassin beige Cadillac driving down 
stood in the bathroom of alMulberry st. Asked about this 
nameless flophouse to make hisilater, he said the FBI had ask­
shot across Mulberry st. at Kinged him not to talk about it. 1 
on the motel balcony. I All these witnesses were ad-1

i He had rented a room, lockedlmittedly in a high state of agi-1 
himself in the bathroom andfenffi= <==5 I

talked optimistically about find­
ing a lone assassin soon.

Monday on television programs, fired out the window, which was, 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark at the back of the building. Then! 
taikpH nniimidiraiiv ahnnf find- he fled downstairs and out onto!

Hei Main st., one block over from! 
said there were no signs of any [the motel.
cgnsnirang__by_jnpre_t 1 if he went out the front.way, । 

was it Galt whom Jones says.he,1 
saw? ’  _________ — - ■—*

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Boarding*House 'f p JNe&t to this are two flights'1 There were reposts -tuafEKe
The white stucco house with °f stairs leading up to Mrs. had a bite to eat in Jim’s Grill, 

a red tile ;roof at 2608 Highland Bessie Brewer’s flophouse. One, He sat in his room for awhile, 
av., Birmingham, has a .red and is aid entrance, and the other isHe left a depression on the mat­
white neon sign insistently an- an exit. ■ tress. Then he went into the
nouncing: " ' ■, Behind the two buildings that bathroom and locked it. He was

“Economy Sleeping Rooms, comprise the flophouse—a guest.in there' for half an hour. Wil- 
By .the Day or Week, Air-Con-! goes from one to the otherp6 Anchutz, who lived in No. 
ditipned Dining Ro6iii.” , I through a battered passageway;®’ wanted to get in'but says 

j 1—there is a Vacant’ lot,, over- be ,- got no answer when he
RC°SL ^ a i grown with vines and mimosa1 knocked bn the door.

week. Most of the guests stay , w. , _
only two or three weeks. Galts • k t n
used to live there. Jt is a drop of about nine , The bathroom’s yellow walls

Peter Cherpes.'who runs the’^1 fr°m back lot to-the are turning brown and the fix­
place says he talked to"*the sidewalk of Mulberry st. The tures arc stained with several 
FBI and won’t talk to anyone 1 embankment is held up by a ce- colors, all dingy.
else. . Only one of the roomers I “entT wal1: Across the street-is , The. pull cord on the light- 
acknowledged being there long ph® Lorraine Motel a modern bulb overhead brushes a tall 
enough to remember GalG He Wing attached to the rear of man’s head as he enters and

else,

the Lorraine Hotel, an old an old, free-standing bathtub 
-building;, " almost butts the wall under the

He said he figured Galt had New Roomer , Window. ,
lived there-no more than six At 3.15 P. M. on April-4, auT^ window is jammed open, 
months and doesn’t recall see- dark-haired man with a sharp LJ ,^ win­

ding him since November. nose and a neat, dark suit walk- J"t J? ° J° .^ nfle 
License Mailed • ed up the yellow-walled epj ^

। Local authorities, not coin- ] H asfced for a room bathtub> or on it, while An- Jnitted by the FBI to. secrecy ^ra^d hi N 8 ° . A chutz was hammering impa- 
Jay Galt applied for a driver’s J“ ““ ^ on the door.
license Sept. 6, 1967. No. 2898947 "a“ % -^K .“ cost ^W After Anchutz went away, 
was mailed to him Sept. 29. He, ’ * , . iKing emerged on the balcony
asked for a, duplicate which r ^ . . Pm$across the street. He was 2QQ
was mailed to him March 1; cJ ,,ifeet away, 30 degrees to the1968, to the rooming house. He big where RoJms^ S and^’ 5 degrees down‘ With '^ 
gave no reason for wanting the “ ^ ®’ca"d gJ shOwed hhd £^^ a ^ 1
nilrtiCfllA _ ■.HTilfHiV /•OIW HOT? n tAlnr<AAM<M

is- Percy Strickland, who says 
he doesn’t recall much.

When he requested the li­
cense, he said he was an un­
employed merchant seaman.

He bought-the Mustang from 
William D. Paisley of Birming- 
iham on Aug. 30, 1967, Paisley

be fine.
He paid his $8.50 rent witl 

a $20 bill and two quarters anc

luign-puwcicu ruie, a urear, rev
Room fjiiiSmii ij^* ti"^

King-went in and out of hisj 
room /three times before the' 
shoJ:_shook\Mi^Brewe?s^acesigned “John Willard” on the

register. Mrs. Brewer says hdlikc a clap of thunder and An- 
“had a silly smile.” ’ chutz ran .to his door.

:S tn’rmnrVr^ h‘m nOt ^ She ^ remark about his Man' Hurrying
- appear. He .aid he saw a man iL

Shave been missing since No ”e carried nothmg with him. ,ryin? dOwn the hall, a long pL
Ivember, it was in Birmingham,। B™eulars Bought per-wrapped object and a.- blqe
four days before King died, that Sometime during the ne^tjba’g in his hand, and one arm 
ja sporting goods store sold the couple of hours, he went outjibrown up by his face. . t 
■gun that killed him. again, six blocks away, to' “That sounded like a shot,”
iFlonhouse Lavout York’s Arms, and bought a pair!Anchutz observed.

' m i p of binoculars. The FBI later “Yes, it was,” confirmed the
The 400 block of S. Mw st. jojd York’s Arms to say noth-killer, without looking around 

in Memphis is not an appealing hig. or stopping.
avenue. On the east side, there. Then; perhaps, he picked upi. He next appeared in front of 
is a big cafe fixtures store, witq (he yest of hjs gear from ^Guy Canipe’s amusement com- 
poffee machines and hot dog white’ Mustang, parked on Main pany—“Records 25 cents.” 
cookers in its windows; Jim^t,, a little way from the flop- fie ducked into the recessed 
Grill, a rundown but clean cafe jlouse stairs. doorway of Canipe’s place and
with a jukebox belting out The rest of his gear consisted what Canipe did thereafter de­
blues, and white and NegrcOf a Reinjngton 30.06 pump ac- Pended upon when you‘talked 
beiPJ^dwhite and Negro pa‘tion rifle with a telescopic^ him.
ksssr^__________ ^^egfe; wrapped in brown paper; ~ Th»-day after thFTSSg,
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Cffilpe^s&'id he saw the' ^§?_j. «... .drop a rifle and a blue bag- Standmg S ?U 
“like a typewriter case”—in the Three police cars were sent 
doorway.' to take up the chase, running

“I didn’t go out. If you had north of Memphis. The blue 
seen a man drop a rifle in your Pontiac reported the white Mus­
doorway, what would you have tang, with three white men fa 
done?” it, had opened fire. ' ;

Canipe said he got busy in "Then the youth receiving, thk 
the back of.his store. cails noticed that the sign*)

A week after the shooting, strength meter on his received 
Canipe sat with his brown hat was not fading. It was not even 
on behind a desk and, carefully! fluctuating. The blue Pontiac 
spitting into a wastebasket, told was not going 100 miles an 
how he had gone to the' front hour; It Wasn’t even moving, 
of the store to seb the man Was this, perhaps, an effort 
race off in a white Mustang, to draw police off to the north,]

Capipe said he was-reductant opening escape routes to the, 
to say much because he,feared'
he might get shot himself.
Two Mustangs

'SOUth? ■ . ____________
Mail in Atlanta ' i^isstppiTto Alabama? to Geor-
, It is a leisurely eight to ten- ^^ bullet was recovered

There apparently, were two£^ from Memphis tpfr*-D"“^^ 
'Hito MncfonGc nofbo/1 r\r» 4.1*a,Atlanta* 44* « 4* «+ oTOn^nnwhite Mustangs parked on the'Atl“ta; , ' 4 i indications are that it was too

ho block of S. Main the ev«?-A S^ severely broken up for.ballis-
ting of April 4. One roared'^- M- Friday, a white Mustahg tlcs te/k F
hway a few seconds after King ^'^ to a smal Par^"8. at A fingerprint, or a palmprinf:, 
was shot and the other, said th&?etwee“ tw9. apartment build- or Wh6 were found—either U 
boys in Jim’s Grill, got away i5‘*ngs ?,„ap,4 Homes, a low, the bathroom or on the rifle, 
minutes later. ,1 But nothing is. said about then!.

Police Director Holloman, ^ 11111 slgllt 01 Georgia 5 Capi- T[]e manbunt continues, mas-
says he had about 40 police-101-. „ n • , , sive, secret, for one man, per-
men in the area of the Lorraine .Mrs. Ernest. Payne was fao^ baps for several men. Life in 
because he was worried about1"8 ou her window. She said the Soutb goes on. Many still 
King staying in a rough neigh-'^® remembered the man who moum, a few still weepj an^ 
borhood. tlme King was likes io°i^ She Stoever cared. =—
in Memphis he had stayed at1 ®.s peop,e, 7 oe n, • . „ ------■—■-----------'----- ■— -------
the fashionable Holiday Inn ,, I thought he worked at the 
Pivprmnnt < .Capitol or was an insurance
_ . iPlan, he was dressed so neat.”
Pursuit Reported i she said he was dark-haired,

Half an hour after the shoot-1 dressed in dark clothes, with a 
,ing, from a point , ten miles pointed nose; He fit, roughly, 
1 across the city, a police car be- the description of Galt 
igan relaying reports, of .a hot Car Was His 
pursuit. . There was no doubt about the’

Actually, the police car. wasCar, when the people at Capitol 
I parked next to the car of a Homes finally got worried about 
(college student, who had a citipt on Thursday, six days later, I 
('zens’ band radio in his car and it was reported to police. 
Over this radio, he was picking It was Galt’s.
up reports from What identic The FBI refuses comment on 
fied itself as a blue Pontiac; the investigation. Holloman al- 
also with CB equipment, ■ ’ ,so will no longer comment.

The, broadcaster in the _ blue Meanwhile, rumors, both plaus- 
Pontiac said he was chasing Ssible and extravagant, sweep 
White Mustang. He kept pourj Memphis concerning organiza- 
ing on the details. The polled tions and persons.
car radioed them tv headquar^ The search for Galt has 
ters. Speeds were rising, 79 asiTwttWrbm Tenner ^iac.
miles an hour, now 100 miles 
STnSSf?'
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iS^etA Ties ‘ Galfto Sketch in King Killing
''existed only; I southern drawl and a pointed'

in a Birmingham rooming house nose—the same general de-
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (UPI).-

An artist’s conception of the 
man wanted in the sniper slay­
ing of the Rev_ Martin Luther 
King, Jr., “looked exactly like” 
trie Starve Galt, the elusive 
Central figure in'a Nation-wide 
Jianhunf, according to Galt’s 
Sapdlord. . ■ ,

Federal agents, still refusing 
comment on the investigation, 
appeared .no closer to locating 
Dr. King’s .assassin yesterday.

As agents continued to follow 
cold trails, it seemed more like­
ly that Galt may have been ah 
ei^nratah devised alias and

that such a person

and in certain Alabama State 
records.
• GALT CANNOT be traced' be­
fore he took a room in Birming­
ham last August-or after his 
abandoned car was impounded 
by the FBI in Atlanta last week.

Galt, claiming to have come 
to Alabama^ from Louisiana, 
bought his 'white Mustang in 
Birmingham and applied for 
and was granted a State 
driver’s license. ;
< Little else is khown of the

same general de-
scription as Dr. King’s assassin.

There is no warrant for'Galt
GALT’S ABANDONED car, 

found , in an Atlanta' ■ housing 
project, fits the description of 
one. seep leaving a Memphis 
flophouse from where the fatal 
shot was fired at Dr. King 
April 4.

Rooriling hous e manager 
Peter Nicholas Cherpes talked 
with newsmen yesterday. 'He 
earlier denied he knew Galt. I

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

figure, described' as-having' a? a Cherpes, who said the FB 
;asked him not to say anythin
fabout Galt, said, “I know his 
name^ He came here, that man, 
Aug. 26, 1967, 'and left Oct. 7?’ 

Cherpes described Galt as a 
“natty” dresser who always 
paid his rOom rent on time, and 
wasn’t known to drink.

“HE DIDN’T say much about 
his, family affairs^-only that he 
was divorced. He only talked 
about the weather, never about 
politics or racial problems.”

■Cherpes said die agreed short- 
, ly after Galt had moved into 
' the boarding house to go with 
him downtown to take a'

1 driver’s test.' ,
I. Cherpes said' in September 
Galt received a prepaid pack­
age in the mail from-Chicago. 
Rhe package weighed about 25 
founds and was about 2 feet 
long and a foot wide, Cherpes 
said.

The following day, Galt told 
the . landlord he ijad received 
the Wrong package and was re­
turning it. “About a half hour 
later I saw him carrying the 
box to his car.” I

IN OCTOBER,' Galt paid 
Cherpes a week’s rent in ad® 
vance, then left, saying he was 
going to Mobile, Ala., to seek 
a job. Galt told Cherpes, he 
would not return, but was. ex­
pecting a Tetter from Chicago 
and wanted him to hold it.

Cherpes said he never saw 
Galt again.

But. the letter from Chicago 
arrived in February or March, 
Cherpes said. He held the letter 
about a week then returned it

p.6-"Daily News”
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For King's Slayer!
ATLANTA (UPI).—A myl 

.terious, elusive stranger with 
the name — or alias — Eric 
Starvo Galt, remains today 
the object of one of the mostJ1F===p__ ,____  
intensive and secretive man-^P^ThufFday t h%rr-^ 
hnntc ‘ pUcably rescinded, a “locatehunts in FBI msto y. _ . and w^y>> order for GaR

No warrant has been issued y, s Att Ge„ Rams 
for the arrest of Galt, an un-ciark said in the hou af / 

“arl.ner- king’s death that the Justice khe FBI has thus far issued^ ar^men(. had a suspect “on 
okly a “no comment.' to all^ ^ He declined t idenl 
questions about his connectiontRy the person J
with the sniper slaying of Dr; united Pressinternational foil 
^ar.1? ,, eL King, Jr., lastjowed a ^raii left several days 

“Memphis. ago by the FBI in an effort t3
«,^at name figured mhacktrack on the elusive Galt.i 
the investigation became known| Reporters checking where 
exactly one week after King|s.Gan lived> established he had! 
murder. A car answering thesjayed for a yme a(. a roomjng 
description of the one s e e nb 0 u s e jn Birmingham. Resi- 
leaving the assassination scenedents sajd they remembered 
was found Thursday in an At-the man but had not seen him 
lanta housing development. gmCfi NovemberTHE MUSTANG, bearing Ala-^ -̂--- s==«J 
bama license plates, was regis­
tered to Galt at a Birmingham, 
Ala. residence. The vehicle, ac­
cording to residents who saw, 
the car abandoned the day after 
King was slain, was in the 
housing development a w e e k 
before the FBI had it finger-* 
printed and impounded.

While no arrest warrant has 
feecn fotud, the FBI-™ Mt°ani

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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[ Cab Drivers 
Identify Sketch

Two drivers who hiTnffis 
such pickupts were questioned 
by an agent who showed them a1 
sketch of the man the FBI ap-'

In King Slaying,

'parently thinks is Galt.
'4 Both drivers identified
/man in the sketch as the 

they picked up?
- . The first driver told the

'th/ 
one'

FBI
• -,he picked up the man at the

intersection of Peachtree and
14th sts. He drove his fare onlyf 

, _ two block, a fact that madej
fl n Atlanta taxicab driver on j him remember the trip, - and 

'uesday identified for the FBI;i^n the man demanded to be 
4 sketch of Eric Starvo Galt, and le^ out i™ediately. .

ATLANTA, April 16 (UPI)?

(said the mystery figure in thel^^LKED QUICKLY ■ -f 
[search for the assassin of Dr? The driver said he had gon's 
,Martin Luther King, Jr., hadJ *wo ^loeks south on Peachtre) 
I ... ... , “ , - to 12tb st., and there the mad 'ridden m his cab the day after^got out> paid his fare and walk.
|the slaying. .
। A second cab driver working] 
Ifor the same company said he,I 
too,- gave the man a ride the, 
'Friday after Dr. King was shot 
!by a sniper in Memphis, Tenn.; 
'April 4. ■ ■
[IN “HIPPIE” AREA
1 j Both drivers said the trips
[were in Atlanta’s

ed quickly down 12th st. toward 
the west.

■ The second taxicab driver told 
the FBI he recognized the man 
in the sketch as the same man 
-who rode in his cab to the adr 
dress of a modern two - story 
apartment building. ( ^originally planned to kill Dr.

The second driver did not re-.( King in the Alabama steel city, 
call if the man entered the' <BASED qN evidence> 
apartments or walked off in an- „ ,■ . Bailey, who threw a tight se-hippie”Mother direction. The location is

Neighborhood around Peachtree [at 13th st. and Crescent ave.; 
Ind 14th sts. The area-is about °ne block west of the 14th

Iseven miles from the public- a"d Peachtree sts. intersection. 
. . . , , * i • where the first driver said hehousing project where a white picked up the same man 
Ford Mustang registered to JIME UNKNQWN - -
Galt, was located by FBI agents ,
last Thursday.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

In Birmingham, where Gal] 
once lived, Jefferson counts 
sheriff Mel Bailey said he
thinks, the assassin may havi

cufity net around Dr. King when] 
he was in the city last Octobdri 
to serve five days in jail, saidj 
he thinks a conspiracy existed] 
to murder the civil rights lead-l 
er. ■ . ,,’

The sheriff said his theory is
’I Ed Collins, president and gen-'only conjecture, but that “it is 

eral manager of the taxicab: based on the evidence uncovered
Both taxi drivers workfor the firm, said it was not immediate-, so far in the case.”

Atlanta Million Cooperative Cab 
Co. Their names were withheld 
at the request of the taxicab 
firm. ■

The FBI has pored through the 
records of Atlanta Millian Cab 
jand other taxicab firms in the 
(city in an attempt to trace Galt 
i<jrom the time he apparently 
[ Abandoned the Mustang found ip 
I he Capitol Homes housing proj- 
| ct. .
ilDENTIFY SKETCH

ly determined exactly what timei i Bailey noted that Galt,' who) 
Friday the pickups were madePhas been identified by fellow) 
He said they probably were-boarders in a rooming house in) 
made during the evening. . ■ ' Birmingham as being the samel 
’ Collins said the FBI would not! man shown' in FBI sketches ofj 
tell him or the drivers what; the suspected assassin, lived iu| 
the new leads in the investiga-fthe city when Dr. King was serv-j 
tion- might1 mean. He said theming his jail term. J
FBI 'told him it was maknig- “He could have laid-in-wail
similar checks with other Atwith that sniper rifle on mans 
lanta taxicab firms looking-for occasions, waiting for a shot aK 

•isimilar information.^t King,’t the sheriff said. =j

Apparently Working on a new 
lead, however, FBI agents re­
turned to the offices of Atlanta 
Million cabs Tuesday and asked- 
specifically if any drivers had 
made pickups in the “hippie” 
neighborhood on the Friday after 
.Dtc5^=Jas_slaiL_^^^-
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Plot TheoryRevived 
By Conflicting Clues
In Slaying of Dr. King

, .MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 13 (AP).—Investigators appear­
ed, to be re-examining the possibility Saturday that more 
tb’an 'one person was involved in the assassination of Dr. Mar­
tijn‘Luther King, Jr.

TPlrey seemed puzzled about 
1 conflicting reports on the num­
ber * of getaway cars involved 
=and;about police radio transmis­
sions detailing a high-speed 
chaSe—which apparently never 
look place — through northeast 

; Memphis 30 minutes after a 
sniper killed Dr. King with a

. single rifle shot.
EVERY LEAD PURSUED

I The FBI, conducting the most 
massive manhunt in its history, 
maintained silence. But attorney 
G'cneral Ramsey Clark issued a 
new statement that dropped his 
।easier reference to “one man 
ro^the" run.”

’Sixteen hours after Dr. King 
was slain April 4, Clark said 
evidence “indicates a single in- 
,dividual” was involved. “There

is no evidence of a widespread 
plot,” he said.

In a seven-line statement in 
Washington Friday night, Clark 
said the FBI was devoting all 
its resources to the investiga­
tion, “working around the clod’, 
pursuing every lead.” He said, 
it was impossible to predict 
when an arrest would be madd

Another Justice Department 
spokesman noted it took 12 days 
to make arrests in the May, 
1963, slaying of civil rights lead­
er Medger Evers, and more 
than live months in the 1964 
slayings of three civil rights 
workers in Mississippi.
WORK CRITICIZED

One member of Congress has I 
criticized the FBI’s probe.

Noting what he called dis­
crepancies throughout the in­
vestigation, Rep. Charles W. 
Whelan, Jr. (R., 0.) said the 
^BI should “set the record 
'straight.”
i “The handling of the invent, 
ligation and the efforts to ap 
prehend the guilty person oh 
persons hardly had been ray 
assuring to a tense and trou- 
pltd Nation,” Whelan said in 
Washington.
I In the 10 days since King’s 
(Slaying, the lights have burned 
'all night, night after night, in 
(the corner suite on the eighth 
floor of Memphis’ new concrete­
land-glass Federal Building.
'2 AUTOS SEEN

There, in offices overlooking 
the Mississippi River, dozens of 
FBI agents have methodically 
sifted what is described as 
“very substantial” physical evi 
dance

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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L During the assassination, two 
{white Mustangs, both 1966 mod­
els, were parked near the scene. 
Fifteen minutes later, both were 
'gone.

At 6:25 P. M., a police dis­
patcher began relaying calls 
about a chase in northeast 
Memphis — eight miles away — 
including a white Mustang' and 
a blue Pontiac.

A white male driving the Mus­
tang, the police radio crackled, 
was “responsible for this shoot­
ing.”
RADIO CONFUSION

Eight calls, supposedly from 
a police lieutenant, were relayed
by the, dispatcher during the 
next 22 minutes. At one point,
the dispatcher reported, the 
driver of the Mustang was fir-

yng on the pursuing Pontiac... planation it was

i^ “I w^ not involvefin anyj 
chase,” the lieutenant saM 
afterwards. A college studem 
with a citizens hand radio in hi,| 
car later said he was relaying 
details of the chase to the lieu­
tenant. He said the voice he was 
monitoring identified himself as 
Hie occupant of the blue car 
phasing the Mustang. ' 
^0AX DETERMINATION 
j The student said the transmis­
sion he received ’ never faded, 
indicating the calls came from 
a stationary transmitter. By 
week’s end, police appeared to 
have concluded that th? chasw 
for whatever reason it was re| 

1 Sported, was a hoax. I
1 Early Friday morning, Is 
hours after the shooting, an At­
lanta housewife looked out of
the window of her apartment in 
the Capitol Homes project—383 
miles southeast—an'd saw a 
“nice looking man” step out of 
a 1966 white Mustang.
CAR IMPOUNDED

Six days later—on Thursday 
afternoon—Federal agents 
swooped down on the abandoned 
Mustang. ■ fi

Between 5:15 and .5:30 P. Ml* 
the car was towed to the Feci 
eral building. ' 1

At 5:22 P. M., the Florida 
police teletypewriter ticked oui 
a “locate and notify” message 
It was an FBI alert for Eric 
Starvo Galt, 36. The bulletir 
said Galt was driving a, 1966 
white Mustang hardtop witH 
Alabama tag-number 1-38993. I

Four hours later,,the message 
was. withdrawn with the ex- 

erroneous.” »
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AP Wirephoto 
f Robert Jensen, special agent in charge of the' 
I’Bl office in Memphis, Tenn., who is in charge of 

Ithc Memphis phase of the investigation into the 
Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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[FBI Presses
Manhunt in

*"1 Agents haye e^ibitef toni- Man Questioned 
ppsite drawings, of a man’s
face, but no photographs, ac­
cording to persons contacted in 
Birmingham. j

I King's Murder
But Won't Release
Composite Sketch - I
Of Suspected Killer

I Memphis; Tehh- —;- (AP)i-FBI 
agents from Virginia to Florida 
were making an intensive hunt 
today for the mystery man

At the same time, police, 
sources in Memphis disclosed 
yesterday that the FBI Was1 
withholding nationwide distribu­
tion ,(6f a composite drawing of 
King’s, killer.
Description Only

. Meanwhile, a man questioned! 
in Jacksonville, Fla., Saturday 

।night about the slaying has! 
been cleared, police said ye/ 
terday. Clyde Courtney, 33, of! 
.LqjMsville, Ky., was questioned, 
by’’local and federal officers! 
who ;said he, resembled the 
sketch of the man wanted.

| Rename of the missing Eric! 
Starvo, Gait fails to appear on!

Official . records except- 
;e showing ownership of the;

‘■They haven’t given us aiiy- 

Mustahg foundin'At’

be Wlt,hhe d! U • said Repaid $2,000, cash. Hit!, 
They either don t have,..^ appjjpajjon jor a driver’s li-, 

good one, or they re going. it'cehse last Sept. 6 gave hisj 
alone.” There has been no birthdate as July, 1931 and hisi 
indication from any source, description as 5-11 175 pounds/ 
qoptacted by FBI agents that.^j^g eyes' anj mown hair. I 
i-he FBI-has a. photograph. _ ■ Little else has been uncov-i 
".The' assassin-s^rdejcriptipn^jg^ Although he listed him-1 

. . -skett-bf the-FBI:-30 -to $2 years I -- 6 -The object of the widening Qj g,^ 5-10; weighing .165, with 
.search was Eric Starvo .a'receding-hairline and a. long,,
known only as an unemployed [[vn nose > ■ .,. ...,,, v-

n ii n ? h a m Ala i -was there a recipient by thaj,seaman from Bumingnam, A.i ■. N.e-ws men’s requests for c files of th? statT 
A white Mustang registered in Drints of the FBI’s drawing name /n the tiles of the stata 

femo discovered bvp aLS ra™s' unemployment compensation oflthat flame was discovereu were.turned down. fi^iLfiinningham »
the FBI in-Atlanta last .Thurs-J-—--------------------- -------------- , tige in BPgningnam. .-----------

whose abandoned car fits de­
scriptions of a car seen leaving 
the .scene of the assassination 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, J,r. '

self as an unemployed seaman,!
•the .Maritime Union had -n0 rec-'
ord of an Eric Starvo Galt. Nos,’ 

for WaS ^re a reciPient hy thal’

day, a .week after Dr. King
was shot to death in Memphis 

The FBI 'refused to acknowl­
edge the hunt or to say whl 

ifcalt was- wanted. “No corm 
’ nent,” was 1 the routine reply. 
,1 But Associated-Press checks dis­
closed that FBI agents nad 
contacted persons named Galt 
in several states including Vir­
ginia, Alabama and Florida 
Alert Withdrawn

’ An FBI alert for Galt wai 
sent over the Florida police com! 
munications network last Thurs­
day, but withdrawn four hours 
later.

FBI agents have continued to 
'.inquire about Galt at numerous 
'places including dry cleaners 
Ind service stations in Birmins?

am, where a man named Erl 
tarvo Galt rented a room at I 
outhside boarding house wit| 

in the past eight months.'

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and. state.)

p,44_”j-he Evening 
Bulletin”

Philadelphia, Pa.

Date: 4/15/68

Edition: 2 Star
Author:

Editor: Woto B.Dickinson
Title:

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office:
PH 

|~ I Being Investigated
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

FD-350 (Hev. 7-16-63)

FBI Withholds Sketch of King- Suspect
MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 14 

(AP).—The FBI is withholding 
nation-wide distribution of a 
composite drawing of the assas­
sin of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., police sources said Sunday.

“They haven’t given 
thing but a physical 
tion,” said one police

us any- 
descrip-

have prepared such a sketch.
Agents have a good physical 

description of the King assassin: 
30 to 32 .years old, 5 feet, 10 
inches tall, weighing 165 pounds, 
with a receding hairline and a 
long, thin nose.
DESCRIPTION OF CAR

They also have a good de-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

WORK TO GO ON
In Atlanta, Ga., the widow 

of Dr. King told an Easter' 
congregation at Ebenezer Bap1( 
tist Church that continuing her 
husband’s unfinished work 
would be the greatest tribute

official, scription of the white 1966 Mus-
“They aren’t handing out pic- tang that witnesses said sped 
tures of the man. They either away from the Memphis room-

। don’t have a good one, 
ithey’re going it alone.”
‘A LONG SHOT’
. The offiical asked that

or ing house minutes after King 
was shot as he stood on a motel 
balcony 205 feet from the rear

. Is of the rooming house. to him.
not be used citing the A wbite Mustang was im- Mrs. King, wearing a black' 

&s ban on comment about hepounded Thursday night from'dress and hat, took the pulpiti 
about tnc an Atlanta parking lot where it|briefly after Dr. Martin Luther

! When Tacksonville Fla no-had been Parked since the morn-'King, Sr., had finished a joyful' 
lieXuestilnX Louisville Kv ing after King’s having. >™ On “The Resurrection.” 

th? The impounded car bore li-! J know that all of you todayKing slaving themnl Mse tags iss“d in Biding, ^1 with me the full meaning 
King s aying the man since has ham> AJa> to Eric starvo Galt of Easter,” Mrs. King told the 
Police0 “^M P "Richardson37’ wh° identified himself as an more than 1000 persons jammed 
said “It’s a long shot but heunemployed merchant seaman mto the humble red bricks 
said, Its a long shot, when he applied for an Alabama °hur/h where funeral services 
looks too much like the sketch . Hcense last year. for her husband were held only 
of the man who is wanted in the » ^fivd davs agoAt almost the same moment •
King slaying. , . >. thev were im. *ou came here to find com-

Jacksonville police said Sun-p0U1.djnB the car in Atlanta the^od *n ^.e Crucifixion, in the 
day the man was arrested after ^ Florida tele-?eSarrebtion and, in redemp-
a resident noted a likeness to a wj reauest to-^’ she said’ And /this re­
composite picture that appeared^ G Thel ‘ qflemptiv* feeling will continue
ip Florida newspapers. Thls withdrawn llir hour- later with® the world-and this is the tiling 

was prepared by .

was not released—nor indorsedPay wby it was seeking Galfa-s^--------- -- ---------------------
—by the FBI.

Residents of the Memphis 
rooming house from which Dr. 
King was shot April 4 reported 
last week that investigators ha^ 
shown them composite drawl 
ii.gs. But they said the skctche] 
were the same—or at least very 
similar—as those prepared by 
newspaper artists.

FBI officials reiectcd reauests 
Tor a composite drawing of thql 
Ki an they are seeking in what] 
'perhaps is the most inassivi|i 
jmanhunt of modern times. The:L 
Refuse to say whether they]

po6-"The Philadelphia 
Inquirer"

___Philadelphia,!a.

Date: 4/15/68

Edition: Final
Author:

Editor:Walter ^Annenberg
Title:

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

□ Being InvJiJJgated

lARCHED_____ ...INDEXED—
tfSIl - • ’ z y^f|LED^d=-

7 1968
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AP Wirepho
From the pulpit he once shared with his son, 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr., leads Easter services 
at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. The minister 
is the father of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who 
served as co-pastor of the church until his assassiJ 

^nation in Memphis, Tcnp., on ^piil 4.
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.REPORT # 
of the

Za^- LABORATORY Jxi

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON D. C. 2©SS£

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: April 16, 1968

Re:

Spec

MURKIN

from FBI,

FBI File 
Lab. No.

Las Vegas

No, 44-38861 
D-560459 
D-560463 
D-560464 
PC-A5608 
PC-A5609 
PC-A5610

JK 
JK 
JK 
IZ 
IZ 
IZ

CR 

imens received 4/10/68,

K8 Three tape strips of marking tape utilized by the
Monarch Laundry, 1430 South Main, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
two of which bear the code O2B-6, and one bearing the
code M0X72.

Specimen received 4/11/68, from FBI, Philadelphia

K9 Piece of white cloth containing six samples of 
thermo-seal marking tape obtained from Thermo-Seal 
Identification Machine, Model H5L1, Serial Number 32052, 
operated by Barclay Laundry, 1478 Broadway, Camden, N.J.

^‘Specimen received 4/11/68, from FBI, Los Angeles

K10 Piece of paper and a cloth square each containing 
twelve samples of laundry marking printed by a ; 
thermb-seal marking machine manufactured by the 
Textile Marking Company, Syracuse, New York, and ;
obtained from Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
5280 Hollywood Boulevard, LoS Angeles, California

Result of examination:

The three pink tape strips in K8 and K9 are similar 
to the Q69 and Q70 laundry tapes in color, construction and 
composition. ~ ’

The twelve laundry tapes (K10) are similar to the 
Q69 and Q70 laundry tapes in color, construction and composition.

^^3>tS--l^
Page 1 (continued on next
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Five of these tapes have the same length (1 1/16 inches) as 
Q69 and Q70. The other nine arelonger, eithef 1 3/32 inches 
or 1 1/8 inches^in length.

The K8 and K9 tapes were found to differ in printing 
from the tapes appearing on Q69 and Q70,. .

The tapes comprising K10 are of varying lengths; 
however, no significant differences were noted between the 
Q69 and Q70 laundry tapes when compared with some of the K10 
tapes indicating they may have originated from the same 
machine.

Specimens K8, K9 and K10 are retained.

Page 2
D-560459 
D-560463 
D-560464 
PC-A5608 
PC-A5609 
PC-A5610

JK 
JK 
JK 
IZ 
IZ 
IZ ' '
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• REPORT 9
of the

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 2053S

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: April 16, 1968
FBI File No. 44-38861

Re: MURKIN Lab. No. D-560459 JK
CR D-560463 JK

D-560464 JK
PC-A5608 IZ 
PC-A5609 IZ 
PC-A5610 IZ

Specimens received 4/10/68, from FBI, Las Vegas

K8 Three tape strips of marking tape utilized by the 
Monarch Laundry, 1430 South Main, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
two of which bear the code 02B-6, and one bearing the 
code M0X72,

Specimen received 4/11/68, from FBI, Philadelphia

K9 Piece of white cloth containing six samples of 
thermo-seal marking tape obtained from Thermo-Seal
Identification Machine, Model H5L1, Serial Number 32052, 
operated by Barclay Laundry, 1478 Broadway, Camden, N.J, 

'"Specimen received 4/ll/^8, from FBI, Los Angeles

K10 Piece of paper and a cloth square each containing 
twelve samples of laundry marking printed by a 
thermo-seal marking machine manufactured by the 
Textile Marking Company, Syracuse, New York, and 
obtained from Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
5280 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California

Result of examination:

The three pink tape strips in K8 and K9 are similar 
to the Q69 and Q70 laundry tapes in color, construction and 
composition.

The twelve laundry tapes (K10) are similar to the 
Q69 and Q70 laundry tapes in color, construction and composition.

Page 1 (continued on next page)

SEARCHED_______ INDEXED^—
SERIALIZED^M®22^

ARH196B
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Five of these tapes have the same length (1 1/16 inches) as 
Q69 and Q70. The other nine are longeri eithef 1 3/32 inches 
or 1 1/8 inches in length.

The K8 and K9 tapes were found to differ in printing 
from the tapes appearing on Q69 and Q70,

The tapes comprising K10 are of varying lengths; 
however, no significant differences were noted between the 
Q69 and Q70 laundry tapes when compared with some of the K10 
tapes indicating they may have originated from the same 
machine.

Specimens K8, K9 and K10 are retained.

Page 2 
D.-560459 JK 
D-560463 JK 
D-560464 JK 
PC-A5608 IZ 
PC-A5609 IZ 
PC-A5610 IZ
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Laboratory Trahsmittafj'Form
7-72 ^ -^

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I^VESTOTIO^
WASmNG*m, D. C. 2@SSS

To: FBI * Memphis (44-1987) Date: April 16, 1968

Re: MURKIN
CR 
00: Memphis

FBIFile No. 44—38861
Lab. No.

Examination requested by:

Reference:

Examination requested:

Los Angeles, Las Vegas, 
Philadelphia

Airtels, 4/9/68 and 4/10/68, 
Letter 4/10/68

D-560459 JK 
D-560463 JK 
D-560464 JK 
PC-A5608 IZ
PC-A5609 IZ
PC-A5610 IZ

Document - Microscopic 
(Hair & Fibers) Miscellaneous

This report confirms and supplements Bureau teletype 
to Los Angeles in this matter dated 4/11/68.

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE ’ 
PAGE(S) INFORMATION IN 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Las Vegas (157-133) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2)- Philadelphia (44-1368) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Los Angeles (44-1574) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

~ 1 SERIALIZED /^F|ffp~>/~~'

• ’ . । <FB| — PHILADELPHIA

< ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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Laboratory TrahsmittaPForm
7-72 * *

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
• WASHINGTON, D. C. 2@OS '

to: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: April 16, 1968

Re: MURKIN
CR
-00: Memphis

FBI File No. 44—38861
Lab. No. D-560459

Examination requested by: Los Angeles, Las Vegas, D-560463
Philadelphia D-560464

Reference: Airtels, 4/9/68 and 4/10/68, PC-A5608
Letter 4/10/68 . PC-A5609

Examination requested: PC-A5610

JK 
JK 
JK 
IZ 
IZ 
IZ

Document - Microscopic 
(Hair & Fibers) Miscellaneous

This report confirms and supplements Bureau teletype 
to Los Angeles in this matter dated 4/11/68.

DO NOT INCLUDE ADMINISTRATIVE ’ 
' PAGE(S) INFORMATION IN

. INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

2 - Las Vegas (157-133) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

(^j Philadelphia (44-1368) Enclosures (2) 

2-Los Angeles (44-1574) Enclosures (2)

(2 Lab report)

(2 Lab report)

SEARCHED. INDEXED.
ElLEDfc*

A'PR 171968
FBI —PHILADELPW1

administrative page
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FDJ36 (Ra*. 5-22-84)

F B I

Date: 1|A?/6B

I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I

Transmit the following In____HLAifr TEXT------------------------------ —
(Type in plaintext or code)

_ TELETYPE URGENT
Via________________________ _______________________________ :—

(Priority)

NEWAM(l|4-8^) 

Philadelphia (U4-1368) SENT BY CODED TELETYPE
NORKIN

RE ALBANY AIR TEL TO THE DIRECTOR DATED POUR ELEVEN LAST.

^ BARNETT CO., PHI LA. SOLD/A TEKTILE-0DT MARKING MACHINE 

ON THREE THRITY ONE SIXTY SEVEN^ TO THE VINELAND LAUNDRY CO.,

THREE ONE NINE MOOD STREET, VINELAND, N.J. 

SERIAL NUMBER IS EITHER THREE TWO ZERO NINE TWO OR THREE

TWO ZERO EIGHT SIX.

NK. HANDLE.

KKS:kks
(1)

Searched;_ - 
faMW __________ 's/^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



71

K NK TWO 'FB I PH IL A

810PM 4-17-68 URGENT ERA

TO NEWARK 44-854 PLAINTEXT

FROM PHILADELPHIA 44-1368
SENT BY CODED TELETYPE ;

MURKIN

RE-ALBANY AIRTEL TO BUREAU FOUR ELEVEN LAST.

BARNETTCO;, PHILA, SOLI} A TEXTILE MARKING MACHINE ON THREE' 

THIRTYONE SIXTYSE.VEN TO VINELAND LAUNDRY CO., THREE ONE NINE 

WOOD STREET, VINELAND, NJ.' ■ ’ '

.SERIAL NUMBER IS EITHER THREE. TWO ZERO .NINE TWO OR THREE TWO 

ZERO.' EIGHT SIX. ‘ .
NEWARK HANDLE. ’ ' - • ’ : ' '

END

NK. .;JJOJ

JON

FBI NEWARK ’ '

As /
Searched---------------------------—------------- ;-1-

^fed —-------- -------------------------------------

■ ■ , FilwJ^—>--------- -------------------------------—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 “



BALTIMORE 4' NEWARK^,NEW -YORK 4 PHILA 4 SIS P®T?L.

URGENT 4-17=68 HWL ' , - . ^ Ph^T^ i^
TO ALL-SACS PLAINTEXT , ^ „ ^L.^S^^^

FROM DIRECTOR 5P . £ 4 z ' ^^^* f^^P GMj4^

\ ‘ /^ASkl
KURKIN.

THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE WAS ISSUED AT WASHINGTON’, D.C.,

AT'5s45 P.M. THIS AFTERNOON.. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO RELEASE AT

’6:00-pm e.s.s/t. Although .it is realized the'

WIRE SERVICES' WILL'CARRY THE FULL TEXT,' YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 

CONTACT THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO AND TV.STATIONS IN 

YOUR DIVISION TO INSURE IT-RECEIVES IMMEDIATE WIDESPREAD DISTRIBU- 

TION. YOU ARE ALSO AUTHORIZED TO IMMEDIATELY .MAKE AVAILABLE TO . 

ALL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES COPIES OF THE' TWO PHOTOGRAPHS AL­

READY IN-YOUR POSSESSION. THE' DESCRIPTIVE DATA ON THE BACKS OF 

THESE PHOTOGRAPHS SHOULD BE-’DELETED . PHOTOGRAPH ’ NUMBER 

ONE. WITH EYES CLOSED SHOULD dARRY THE CAPTION, ’TRIC STARVO 

GALT, ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEYJLJ)^ PHOTO­

GRAPH NUMBER TWO SHOULD CARRY THE.CAPTION, "ERIC STARVO GALT, . 

'ALSO. KNOWN AS HARVEY LOWMYER AND JOHN WILLARD (EYES ;DRAWN IN 

BY FBI ARTIST) J’ YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE LOCALLY . .

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS AS REQUIRED. YOU SHOULD ATTEMPT TO

. -.INSURE THAT'THIS RELEASE AND PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVE- REPEATED

COVERAGE .BY'RAD IO AND.TV STATIONS-.' YOU

TION WHATSOEVER REGARDING THIS RELEASE.

SOU 3Y CODED TELEIYPE?

ARE TO MAKE NO ELABORA-

SEARCHED___ ^-/INDEXED ___
SERIALIZE //'M^'-V

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^^^7^-*'wY!i(r^^!^*TFlJ^/*-*v-^^'^;^^?f^ 7 ^^w^iMl^y^’^^

• . . fok mediate release j

APRIL 17, 1963 •

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT 

ERIC STARVO GALT IS BEING SOUGHT BY. THE FBI AS A FUGITIVE ON A FEDERAL X 

CHARGE ARISING FROM THE FATAL SHOOTING OF’THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON APRIL 4, 1968.’

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER STATED THAT A FEDERAL COMPLAINT 

WAS FILED BY THE FBI IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, TODAY CHARGING GALT WITH 

CONSPIRING TO VIOLATE THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF DR. KING IN VIOLATION OF '

TITLE 18, SECTION-241, OF THE’ UNITED STATES CODE.'

THE. FBI COMPLAINT. CHARGES THAT' "ON OR ABOUT MARCH’29, ■ ’

1968, AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA^, . .ERIC STARVO GALT AND AN INDIVIDUAL A

.WHOM HE ALLEGED TO BE HIS BROTHER, ENTERED INTO A CONSPIRACY WHICH 

CONTINUED UNTIL. ON OR ABOUT APRIL 5, 1968, TO INJURE , OPPRESS, THREATEN, J

OR INTIMIDATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,...IN THE FREE EXERCISE OR ENJOY- ?'

KENT OF A RIGHT SECURED TO HIM BY. THE CONSTITUTION OR LAWS OF THE UNITED " 

STATES? NAMELY, THE RIGHT TO 'FREELY TRAVEL FROM-STATE TO STATE. IN 
FURTHERANCE OF THIS CONSPIRACY, ERIC STARVO GALT DID, ON OR ABOUT ' 7

MARCH 30, 1968, PURCHASE A RIFLE AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA . . ..” .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THS EE

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, A 30.06 RIFLE EQUIPPED. WITH *

A TELESCOPIC SIGHT-WAS FOUND NEAR A ROOMING HOUSE OH SOUTH MAIN

STREET IN MEMPHIS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE' FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. KING

OCCURRED. . THE ROOMING HOUSE OVERLOOKS THE LORRAINE HOTEL AND MOTEL

WHERE DR. KING WAS STAYING.' . ■ ’ -

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT FBI. AGENTS DETERMINED' THAT THE

30.06 RIFLE HAD BEEN' PURCHASED FROM A GUN DEALER IN BIRMINGHAM, 

ALABAMA, ON MARCH 30,' 1968. THE TELESCOPIC SIGHT ALSO WAS 

PURCHASED FROM'THIS DEALER.

THE FBI DIRECTOR SAID THAT GALT, WHO HAS USED THE
••.41
33

NAMES OF JOHN WILLARD AND HARVEY LOWMYER IN THE PAST,- IS THE OWNER 

OF A 1966 WHITE MUSTANG BEARING ALABAMA LICENSE PLATES.WHICH WAS 

LOCATED ABANDONED IN'ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ON APRIL 1 1, 1968. INVESTIGATION 

DISCLOSED THAT GALT PURCHASED THIS CAR FROM A PRIVATE CITIZEN IN 

BIRMINGHAM ON AUGUST 30, 1967. THE MUSTANG’S ODOMETER SHOWED THAT 

IT HAD BEEN DRIVEN MORE THAN 19,000.MILES BETWEEN LATE AUGUST, 1967, 

AND EARLY APRIL, 1968.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR ■ ---- --------- ■ ——

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, GALT’S TRAVELS IN THE ■

MUSTANG INCLUDED TRIPS TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA? NEU ORLEANS, 

LOUISIANA? BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA? AND MEXICO, AS WELL AS TO 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AND ATLANTA, GEORGIA. GALT WAS REPORTED' TO 

HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 3 AND 4, 1968, AND TO HAVE'DEPARTED 

FROM THERE FOR ATLANTA'. ■ '

INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI HAS DISCLOSED THAT 

GALT HAS'CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED AS A COOK ON MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER VESSELS AND AS A MERCHANT SEAMAN. ' HE IS SAID TO BE AN AVID ’ 

DANCER AND TOOK DANCING LESSONS IN NEW ORLEANS IN 1964 AND 1965? IM 

BIRMINGHAM DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1967? AND IN LONG BEACH, 

.CALIFORNIA, .FROM DECEMBER,. 1967, TO FEBRUARY, 1968. ' '

■ GALT LEFT LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 15, 1967, AND DROVE

HIS WHITE MUSTANG TO ‘NEW ORELANS, WHERE .HE CLAIMED HE CONTACTED ^

EITHER AN ENGINEERING OR A CONTRACTING FIRM. HE LEFT NEW ORLEANS Op ' 

DECEMBER 19TH AND ARRIVED. BACK IN LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 21 , 1967. '

’ ■ WHILE IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA EARLY THIS YEAR, GALT

TOOK A COURSE AT A SCHOOL OF BARTENDING AND WAS. GRADUATED ON MARCH 2, '

1968, . . .
" THE FUGITIVE' IS DESCRIBED AS A-WHITE MALE. HE IS APPROXI-

MA TELY. 5' FEET 8 INCHES'TO 5 FEET 11 INCHES TALL AND WEIGHS BETWEEN 163 x 

.AND '175 POUNDS. HE IS SAID TO BE A NEAT DRESSER AND HAS A MEDIUM BUILD. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FIVE

GALT HAS BROWN HAIR, WHICH HE WEARS IN A "BRUSH" CUT.

HE REPORTEDLY HAS BLUE EYES? HIS MOSE ..IS STRAIGHT AND'HARROW; HIS 

TEETH ARE STRAIGHT AND CLEAN; AND HE HAS GIVEN HIS DATE OF BIRTH AS 

JULY 20, 1931. , - " ’ 1

’ THE -FUGITIVE’ IS. SAID-TO HAVE^? NERVOUS HABIT OF OCCASIONALLY 

PULLING’ AT'A^ EAR LOBE WITH HIS HAND. HIS LEFT EAR PROTRUDES FARTHER 

FROM HIS HEAD THAN HIS R IGHT EAR. • ‘

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, PERSONS WHO HAVE MET GALT 
Plctl^ 

DESCRIBE HIM AS A "LONER" AND STATE HIS LANGUAGE AND ^W®IW ’HAVE A 

"RUFJAL" QUALITY. AND'SUGGEST' THAT ’HE PRQBABLY DOES NO.T HAVE A HIGH DEHR 

OF EDUCATION.' HE IS SAID TO DR INK ‘ ALCOHOL IC. BEVERAGES AND HAS A 

PREFERENCE FOR. VODKA AND BEER. HE'IS A FAN 'OF WESTERN AND COUNTRY 

MUSIC.. ’ .

THE-FEDERAL STATUTE UNDER WHICH GALT HAS.BEEN C;i^E&-

-PRO VIBES JHifrH^N PENALTY ’&f-^EN~~YEARS' IMPRISONMENT" ANDVOH - $5 ,'^5 
^—^e^r $50^00 MAS DEEN RZCOMMEffDED..^^ ^ef ^ *e^ J

GALT’SHOULD .BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ANY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD BE FURNISHED IMMEDIATELY TO THE 

NEAREST FBI.-OFFICE. ' - .

END ■ ’ ’ . . ■ ’ '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DE UA HERE,IS CORRECTION PR PRESS RELEASE WIRE HE 

w.nno • ■

PAGE FIVE DELETE PARA BEGINNING THE FEDERAL STATUTE UNDER 

WHICH GALT W / HAS BEEN CHARGED PROVIDES A’-MAXIMUM PENALTY

OF TEN YEARS’- IMPRINMENT AND/OR 5,0000/ 5,000 DOLLARS

FINEo BOND OF ETC DELETE THAT WHOLE PARA

END ' ' - ' • ' • ' -

2/-

'PHILA PLS ACK AGN

ERA FBI PHIL A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BALTIMORE 4 NEWARK ^ NEW YORK 4 PHILA 4 610 p"uL

URGENT 4r.i7-68 HWL

TO ALL SACS PLAINTEXT' . ' ' ' . .

FROM DIRECTOR 5P - , / , - ? • •

MURKIN

THE- FOLLOWING' PRESS RELEASE WAS ISSUED AT WASHINGTON/? *C i > 

AT 5:45 P.M. THIS AFTERNOON YOU. ARE-AUTHOR IZEQ TO RELEASE, AT 

'6:0.'0 PM E*S ;$/!,. ..ALTHOUGH IT .IS .REALIZED’ THE 

WIRE SERVICE'S WILL .CARRY .THE-FULL TEXT, YOU SHOULD' IMMEDIATELY 
CONTACT THE LEADING- 'NEWSPAPERS ' AND-RADIO AND TV STATIONS IN ' 

YOUR .DIVISION. TO . INSURE. IT’RECEIVES. IMMEDIATE WIDESPREAD' DISTRIBU­

TION1. YOU ARE ALSO AUTHORIZED TO' IMMEDIATELY MAKE' AVAILABLE TO 

ALL-MEDIA -REPRESENTATIVES- COPIES OF?THE TWO PHOTOGRAPHS AL- ■ • 

READY IN YOUR POSSESSION.' .THE DESCRIPTIVE DATA ON THE-BACKS OF

THESE PHOTOGRAPHS 'SHOULD BE DELETED”. . PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER . - 

ONE WITHEYES CLOSED ^SHOULD ' CARRY-THE/ CAPTION, "ERIC STARVO .

GALT, ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEY LOWMYER AND JOHN WILLARD.”1' PHOTO­

GRAPH -NUMBER TWO’: SHOULD ' CARRY THE, CAPTION ,• "ERIC STAR VO GALT, 

ALSO KNOWN. AS HARVEY LftWMYER..-AND JOHN WILLARD (EYES. DRAWN-IN 

BY FBI ARTIST)."' YOU ,'ARE AUTHORIZED’TO REPRODUCE LOCALLY ’

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS' AS REQUIRED. YOU SHOULD ATTEMPT TO 

INSURE THAT THIS:RELEASE -AND PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVE REPEATED 

COVERAGE BY'RADIO AND TV STATIONS. YOU ARE- TO ’MAKE NO'ELABORA­

TION WHATSOEVER REGARDING THIS RELEASEi. 1
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PAGE 'TWO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APRIL 17, 1968

ATTORNEY. GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT

ERIC STARVO GALT IS BEING SOUGHT BY THE FBI AS A FUGITIVE ON A FEDERAL 
■ i'

CHARGE ARISING FROM THE FATAL SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, JR., IN MEMPHIS1, TENNESSEE, ON APRIL 4, 1968.
DIRECTOR J.^EDGAR HOOVER STATED THAT A FEDERAL.COMPLAINT 

WAS FILED BY THE FBI IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, TODAY CHARGING GALT WITH 

CONSPIRING TO VIOLATE'. THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF DR. KING IN VIOLATION OF 

TITLE 18, -SECTION 24L', OF THE UNITED STATES CODE.

THE FBI COMPLAINT CHARGES THAT "ON OR ABOUT MARCH 29, 

1968, AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA,...ERIC STARVO GALT AND AN INDIVIDUAL 

WHOM HE ALLEGED TO BEf HIS BROTHER, ENTERED INTO A CONSPIRACY WHICH 

CONTINUED UNTIL ON OR'ABOUT APRIL 5, 1968, TO INJURE, OPPRESS, THREATEN, 

OR INTIMIDATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.j. ..IN THE FREE EXERCISE OR ENJOY­

MENT OF A RIGHT SECURED TO HIM BY THE CONSTITUTION OR LAWS OF THE UNITED 

STATES} NAMELY, THE. RJGHT TO FREELY TRAVEL FROM STATE TO STATE. IN 

FURTHERANCE OF THIS CONSPIRACY, ERIC STARVO GALT DID, ON OR ABOUT 

MARCH 30, 1968, PURCHASE’ A RIFLE AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA...."

i'
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ACCORDING TO' MR. HOOVER, A 50.06 RIFLE EQUIPPED WITH

A TELESCOPIC SIGHT WAS FOUND NEAR A ROOMING HOUSE ON SOUTH MAIN 

STREET IN MEMPHIS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. KING 

OCCURRED. THE ROOMING1 HOUSE OVERLOOKS THE LORRAINE HOTEL AND MOTEL 

WHERE DR. KING WAS STAYING. ■ '

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT FBI AGENTS DETERMINED THAT THE 

30.06 RIFLE HAD BEEN PURCHASED FROM A GUN DEALER IN BIRMINGHAM, 

ALABAMA, ON MARCH 3Dj 1968. THE.TELESCOPIC SIGHT ALSO WAS 

PURCHASED FROM THIS DEALER.

THE FBI -DIRECTOR SAID THAT GALT, WHO HAS USED THE . 

NAMES OF JOHN WILLARD AND HARVEY LOWMYER IN THE PAST, IS THE OWNER 

OF A 1966 WHITE MUSTANG BEARING ALABAMA LICENSE PLATES WHICH WAS 

LOCATED ABANDONED IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ON APRIL 11, 1968. INVESTIGATION 

DISCLOSED THAT GALT PURCHASED THIS CAR FROM A PRIVATE CITIZEN IN 

BIRMINGHAM ON AUGUST 30, 1967. ' THE MUSTANG’S ODOMETER SHOWED THAT 

IT HAD BEEN DRIVEN' MORE' THAN 19,000 MILES BETWEEN LATE AUGUST, 1967, 

AND EARLY APR IL, . 1968. ,
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ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, GALT’S TRAVELS IN THE 

MUSTANG INCLUDED TRIPS TO LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; NEW ORLEANS, 

LOUISIANA; BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA; AND MEXICO, AS WELL AS TO 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AND ATLANTA, GEORGIA. GALT WAS REPORTED TO 

HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 3 AND 4, 1968, AND TO HAVE DEPARTED 

FROM THERE FOR ATLANTA.

INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI HAS DISCLOSED THAT

GALT HAS CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED AS A COOK ON MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER VESSELS AND AS A MERCHANT SEAMAN. HE IS SAID TO BE AN AVID 

DANCER AND TOOK DANCING LESSONS IN NEW ORLEANS IN 1964 AND 1965; IN 

BIRMINGHAM DURING SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1967; AND IN LONG BEACH, 

CALIFORNIA, FROM DECEMBER, 1967, TO FEBRUARY, 1968.

GALT LEFT LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 15, 1967, AND DROVE

HIS WHITE MUSTANG TO NEW ORELANS, WHERE HE CLAIMED HE CONTACTED 

EITHER AN ENGINEERING OR A CONTRACTING FIRM. HE LEFT NEW ORLEANS ON 

DECEMBER 19TH AND ARRIVED BACK IN LOS ANGELES ON DECEMBER 21, 1967.

WHILE IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA EARLY THIS YEAR, GALT

TOOK A COURSE AT A SCHOOL OF BARTENDING AND WAS GRADUATED ON MARCH 2, 

1968.

THE FUGITIVE IS DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE. HE IS APPROXI­

MATELY 5 FEET 8 INCHES TO 5 FEET 11 INCHES TALL AND WEIGHS BETWEEN 160 

AND 175 POUNDS. KE IS,SAID TO BE A NEAT DRESSER AND HAS A MEDIUM BUILD
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GALT HAS BROWN HAIR, WHICH HE WEARS IN A "BRUSH" CUT. ^

HE REPORTEDLY HAS BLUE EYES; HIS NOSE IS STRAIGHT AND NARROW; HIS |

TEETH ARE STRAIGHT AND CLEAN; AND HE HAS GIVEN HIS DATE OF BIRTH AS |

JULY 20, 1931. i

THE FUGITIVE IS SAID TO HAVE A NERVOUS HABIT OF OCCASIONALLY J

PULLING AT AN EAR LOBE WITH HIS HAND. HIS LEFT EAR PROTRUDES FARTHER

FROM HIS HEAD THAN HIS RIGHT EAR. .

ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, PERSONS WHO HAVE MET GALT 
biciiOrJ 

DESCRIBE HIM AS A "LONER” AND STATE HIS LANGUAGE AND HAVE A

"RURAL" QUALITY AND SUGGEST THAT HE PROBABLY DOES NOT HAVE A HIGH DEGREE

OF EDUCATION. HE IS SAID TO DRINK ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND HAS A '

PREFERENCE FOR VODKA AND BEER. HE IS A FAN OF WESTERN AND COUNTRY

MUSIC.

THE- FEDERAL-^E^^eE^

GALT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ANY

INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD BE FAMISHED IMMEDIATELY TO THE

NEAREST FBI OFFICE

END
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PAGE FIVE DELETE PARA BEGi: T^G THE FEDERAL STATUTE UNDER

WHICH GALT W / HAS SEEN CHARGED PROVIDES A- MAXIMUM PENALTY

OF TEN YEARS’ RiPRINMENT AND/OR 5,.:?' / 5,LP3 DOLLARS

FINE. BOND OF ETC DELETE THAT .HOLE PARA

END

2/-

PHILA PLS ACK AGN

ERA FBI PH ILA

“ 2025 REI l ASE UNDER E O 14176



ON MURXIN WIRE PRESS RELEASE ON PAGE FIVE PARA THREE LINE TWO 

WORD ELEVEN SHOULD BE DICTION RPT DICTION^

END

1 2/-

PHILA PLS ACK FOR COR

R JHA

FBI PH ILA

1

i
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/17/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT

TELETYPE
(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM PHILADELPHIA (44-1368)

MURKIN

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL APRIL SIXTEEN LAST RE ERIC STARVO GALT, 

AKA GAULT - LOCKSMITHING INSTITUTE RECORDS AND SUBSCRIPTION LIST
If OF HARDWARE AGE.

JAMES CADAGAN, CHILTON PUBLICATIONS, ADVISED THEIR CIRCULATION 

RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED BY STATE, ZIP CODE, AND THEN ALPHABETICALLY 

BY INDIVIDUALS AND COMPANIES, WHICH MAKES THE SEARCH FOR A SINGLE 

INDIVIDUAL A MONUMENTAL TASK ON THEIR PART.

ON APRIL SEVENTEEN INSTANT THEY CHECKED THE CIRCULATION AND 

READERS SERVICE CARDS (RESPONSES TO ADS AND SUBSCRIPTION 

SOLICITATIONS) FOR THE STATES OF MISSOURI, ARKANSAS, LOUISIANA, 

MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA, GEORGIA, NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA, TENNESSEE 

AND KENTUCKY. //y-/^4^-

ON APRIL EIGHTEEN NEXT THEYjWILL REVIEW CALIFORNIA.
1 f 4

KKS:KOJ
(1) /

Approved:
Special Agent an Charge
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fbi ;
Date: I

Transmit the following in

Via________________________

(Type in plaintext or code) '

(Priority) ।
________________________________________ J___________

PAGE TWO

PH 44-1368

IP BUREAU OR MEMPHIS CAN SUPPLY PHILADELPHIA WITH A SPECIFIC 

STATE WHERE THE SUBJECT WAS LAST KNOWN TO BE, CADAGAN WILL HAVE IT 

SEARCHED. OTHERWISE THEIR SEARCH WILL DISCONTINUE AFTER 

CALIFORNIA.

CADAGAN POINTED OUT THAT ANYONE COULD TEAR OUT AN AD FROM A 

COPY OF THE MAGAZINE IN ANY HARDWARE STORE, AND THUS WOULD NOT 

EVEN APPEAR IN THEIR RECORDS.

Approved:  Sent M Per - -------------------------  
Special Agent in Charge
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WA4 ' FBI PHILA '

515PM'. 4 —IT-68 . ' URGENT - ' JLK ’ •

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS ' 44-1987 PLAINTEXT

FROM PHILADELPHIA ’ 4-4rl368 ’ 2P ,# . . ,

MUR KIN

RE PHILA TEL APRIL SIXTEEN LAST RE‘ERIC STARVO,GALT, AKA GAULT - 

LOCKSMITHING INSTITUTE RECORDS AND SUBSCRIPTION LIST OF "HARDWARE AGE."

JAMES CADAGAN, CHILTON PUBLICATIONS, ADVISED THEIR CIRCULATION ' 

RECORDS ARE MAINTAINED BY STATE ,■ Z IP CODE, AND THEN ALPHABETICALLY BY 

INDIVIDUALS AND COMPANIES, WHICH MAKES THE SEARCH FOR A SINGLE 

INDIVIDUAL A. MONUMENTAL TASK ON THEIR PART.

. ON APRIL. SEVENTEEN INSTANT THEY CHECKED THE CIRCULATION AND

READERS. SERVICE- CARDS (RESPONSE^ TO ADS ' AND^UBSCR IPT ION SOLICITATIONS) 

FOR yE STATER .OF MISSOURI., ARKANSAS, LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI', ALABAMA, 

GEORGIA, NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA., TENNESSEEAND' KENTUCKY.-

ON APRIL EIGHTEEN NEXT THEY WILL REVIEW CALIFORNIA.

, END PAGE ONE

Searched

Serialized

■ l"feed.

' Filed
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