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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED' STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

500 Widener Binding .
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

April 25, 1968

To Whom It May Concern; •

' Attached is matteia! on James Earl Ray 
who was added to the FBI’s list of "Ten Most . 
Wanted Fugitives/’ Saturday, p.m., AprU 20, 1968.

Very truly yourt,

/Joe D. Jamieson

/ Special Agent in Charge

Searched l___..__........^^
Serialized 14-'1i6~^f
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COPIES SENT TO THE FOLLOWING;

Station WPEN and WPEN-FM 
Director of Public Service 
2212 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103

MT.’DONALD C. REYNOLDS 
Station Manager 
Radio Station'WLRN 
Bethehhem, Pa. 18015

Mr. PAUL ANDERSON
Editor, Boyertown Times 
428 South-Reading Avenue 
Boyertown, Pa. 19512

Chief JOHN B. GOLDEN 
Police'Department
Milton, Pa. 17847

Captain JOSEPH BAIL 
Detective Bureau 
Police Department 
Chester, Pa.

Comenddng Officer
Identifir^tion Division
Philadelphia Police Department 
Franklin Square
Philadelphia, Pa.

Chef PAUL BRENNAN 
Warmimter• Police Dept.
Warminothr, Pa. 18974

Miss MICKEY Cooper 
Station WAEB 
Alleniooo, Pa.

Mr. WERNER BARONI
Manager
Phhla.- Gazette-Democrat 
Reading Terminal'Bldg.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

Station WDAU-TV
Scranton, Pa.

Mr. STAN BERK
Program Director 
1619 Walnut Street 
Station KYW-TV
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103

Station WHUM 
Reading, Pa.,

Program Director
Radio Station WEEZ 
Chester, Pa. 19013

Mr. M. J. EDWARDS
Program Director
Radio Station WATS 
110 N. Elmer Ave. 
Sayre, Pa. 18840

Mr. JOSEPH SALTZMNN
Mayor
Borough of Marcus Hook 
36 Cedar Street
Marcus Hook, Pa. 19061

Mr. JOHN D. EISNHHOURR
Program Director
Station WSBA-TV 
York, Pa.

Bureau of Criminal Iden0ificrtioo 
Pennsylvania State Rilice
Troop "D"
2930 SchoohOhrsVlle Road 
BethLehemm, Pa. 18017

Mr. S. PARNELL LEWIES 
Easton-Daily Express 
Easton, Pa. 18042
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COPIES SENT TO THE FOLLOWING - CONTINUED?

Mr. JOHN W. ANGST
General Manager •
Radio Station WLSH
Box D
Lansford, Pa. 18232

Mr. KEN JOHNSON
Production Manager
Station WPAM '
Pootsville, Pa. 17901

Superintendent
The Police Academy 
8501 State Road
Philadelphia, Pa. 19136

Mr. BOB ELLIOTT
Program Director 
radio Station WKBO 
Harrisburg, Pa.

Mr. JAMES WARD
Program Director
Radio Station WBAX 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Mr. ROBERT R. MICHAEL
Station Manager
Radio Station WNOW
P.O. Box 1747
York, Pa. 17405

Det. Sgt. FRANKLIN MORRISON 
Marple Top. Police Dept.
Broomaa!, Pa. 19008

Mr. WILLIjMI KLINE.
Program Director
Station WIBF-TV 
The Benson'East 
Jenkinoow,- Pa. 19046

Mr. WILLIAM J. CAMPBELL 
Station WRAW - Radio 
5th and‘Court Streets 
Reading, Pa. 19601

Det. KARL ALSCHER 
Middletown Twp. Police Dept. 
700 New Rogers Rd.
Levittown, Pa. 19056

Clipper Carloading Company 
Ontario & Trenton Streets 
Phiiadeiphia, Pa. 19134

Program Director
Radio WJRH
College Station
Box 505
Easton, Pa. 18042

Program Director
Radio WMUH 
Box 10 B 
Muhlenberg Coilege 
Aieenooon, Pa. 18104

Mr. PAUL J. MCKINNEY 
Sheeiff 
Delaware County Courthouse 
Media, Pa., 19063

Mr. BRUCE R. BRYANT
Gennra! Manager
WCAU-TV
City Line and Monument Aves.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19131
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WDAS Radio
Belmont and Edgeley Road 
Philadelphia, Pa.

WHAT Radio 
Windermere and Conshohocken Ave. 
Philadelphia, Pa.

Philadelphia TrbUune 
522 South 16th Street 
Philadelphia, Pa.

i
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To: SAC, Philadelphia

FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION
FUGITIVE PUBLICITY

Enclosed is material on JAMES EARL RAY, 
I.O. #4182, who was added to the list of "Ten Most Wanted 
Fugitives, " Saturday, p.m.,April 20, 1968.

You should furnish this material to your 
established outlets in accordance with previous arrimgements.

. In the event the fugitive is captured or process
dismissed, it will be your responsibility to notify t:he recipients 
of the materialto preclude publicizing the individual after he 
has been removed from a fugitive status. . ... ;

Proposed transmittal form card: •

Attached is material on JAMIES EARL RAY 
who was added to the FBI's list of "Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives," Saturday, p.m., April 20, 1968.

Enclosures

Memoranda 24
Spot Announcements 20
Identification Orders 30
Photographs, glossy 7x10 3
Photographs, dull 7x10 1
Photograms, glossy 5x7 . 2
Photograph,, glossy 3x5 3
Photograph,, dull 4x6 1
Photographs, glossy 2 1/2x4
Wanted Flyers 10

. Slides .

Total. ' ' ' : 94
Placards 13

(Under Separate Cover)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIN'

Ln. Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

FOR IMMEDATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyei*, 
John Willard, Jamies McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and Jamies 
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought

under the alias Eric Sarvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's li.st of

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." ,

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi- 
tves, to insure the widest possible disseminatum of Ray’s photograph and 

descriptton to help effect his earliest possible locatton.

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rffe bullet, believed fired from the

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. -
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" • An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprmts of over 53,000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI’s Identification Division, 

succeeded in determuring that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birnnggham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Gali;, with conspirmg to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight tio avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at’ Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence folipwig convictoon for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while servmg the sentence, he was confined for a time i.n the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since Apiril 23, 1967.

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Mooney 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, Ulnois, State Prisons and the Unit;ed States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentience at hard labor for bei.ng drunk and 

breakmg arrest and was given a General Discharge due tio ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military service,

- 2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old whit;e male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on March 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10” inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasi.onal.ly tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner” and "drifter” whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels!. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

He is known as an avi.d dancer who has taken dancing lessons. 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending i.n the Los Angeles 

area early in 1968.

Ray should be ordered armed and extreme^ dangenuss. 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immedaaeeyy 

contact the nearest office of the FBI:, the teeephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directorees.

- 3 -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT TF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU TF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No. April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY
James Earl Ra.y, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitvves, to insure the 

widest possibee dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 
location. Ray ha.s been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustwe FBI fnigerprnit search, comparing ^teni; fingerprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against finglrprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted deter'aloled that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmmhaam, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after convictoon for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in ninois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He ha.s a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear pritr-udlt noticeaWy.
Described as a "loner and "drfftn-, " with a "i-ural" quality in his speech, Ra.y 

has worked as a baker-, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartendnig.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information 
concerning him t:o the nearest FBI office.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGOON, D.C. 20535

April 20, 1968

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,, Please Refer to 
File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Jarnes Ear1 Ray, a Mi.ssouri prison escapee who ha.s been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with t:he gunshot slaying of civil rights 1eader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Dir^tor J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already, contains ten fugitive, to insure the 

widest possiWe dissemination of Ray's photograLPh and description to he1p effect his prompt 
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motei.

An exhausthe FBI fingerprntt search, comparmg latent fingerprntts uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprntts of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notice have been posted determined that Gat and Ray are identical.
A FedersLl warrant, issued at BiJmligghmn, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967', from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawf:ul interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

, Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in nUnois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrude noti^abyy.
Described as a "loner and "drifter,11 with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has wonted as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a courss, at a school of bartending..

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any intormatton 
concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGONN, D.C. 205315

April 20, 1968

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

JAMIES EARL RAY
James Earl Ra.y, a Missouri prison' escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights tead^ 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's '’Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.”

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ton Most Wanted Fugitives" list:, which already contains ten fugitives, t;o insure the 

widest posstete dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since t:he gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on t:he balcony of a Memphis,, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI finglrprint search, comparuig latent finglrprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King ca.se against fingerprrnts of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wantied 

notices have been posted determined that Gait and Ray are ideitical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmitoghmn, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under t:he alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­
tutional Right of a United States cithern. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiayy, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery. .

Possesting an arr•ltt record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 
burglary, armed robbery and forging Unit:ed Stattes Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old whit;e male, reportedly bor'n in nUnois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximate^ 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds,, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a MU-vons haMt of tugging at am ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described! as a "loner and "drifter,."' with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ra.y 

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing letit;i)ns and 

complet;ed a course, at a school of bartending.- ; \

Consider Ray armed and extI>emlly dangerous. Report any information 
concerning him to the nearest FBI office. , ‘ .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINTONN, D.C. 20535

April 20, 1968

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply,, Please Refer to
File No,

JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who hats been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Marin Luther King, Jr., ils one of tl» FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Proctor J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives” lisit, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possibee disseminatten of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 
locatiion. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaymg of 
Dr. King on AprU 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finglrprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprrnts of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notice have been posted determmed that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmmhhmn, Alabama, on April 17, 19681, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967,, from the 

Missouri Stat;e Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 
burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-rlar-old white male, reportedly born in nUnois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximate^ 5'10" tall., weighs from 163 to 174 pounds,, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a iwrvous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes nottceaMy.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, ” with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray , 

ha.s worted as a baker, laborer and color matcher,,.. He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a.court;e at a school of bartending. . •

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information ■ 
concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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WASHINTONN, D.C. 205315

April 20, 1968

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

JAMES EARL RAY ,
Jarnes Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Stenro Galt in connecti.on with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is,one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Doctor J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"’Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possibte disseminatinn of Ray’s photograph and description to help effect his prompt 
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis,, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprntt search,, comparmg latent fingerprints uncovered 
in the Dr. King case against fingerprtots of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted

noticos have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.
A Federal warrant, issued at Birnngghmn, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­
ment after convicUon for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 
burglary, armed robbery and forging Unitied States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illiniit on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds,, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "drifter, ” with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker*, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending..

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information 
concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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FBI

Date: 4-24-68
Transmit the following in ----------- ---- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Type in plaintext or code)

Airtel
(Priority)

To: SACs, Ptaladelphia (44-1368) 
Memmhis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MJKCEN

Re Philadelphia teletype 4-18-68.
Remaning unidentifeed latent fingerprints

and latent impressoons (finger or palm prints) pre­
viously reported ths case not identical f^gerprink. 
Wiliaam Edward Gaat, U. S. Air Force servi.ce 
Frederick Walter Gaat, U. S. Air Force servi.ce 
or with fingerprints of a John Joseph Thomas Willard, 
white mate, tom 12-8-30, at PlhJAdfi;lJaM^J«i«ylv^ 
U. S. Civil Service Commssion who may be
s^ as John J. T. Willard named in rpferencpdtePetppe. 
No paim prints here for these indivdduals.

No fingerprint r,ecor,d located
John E. Willard with U. S. Army service #^ 
or a John G. Willard with U. S. Army service

Sent Via M Per --------------------------------------
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4-24-68

Airtel

To: SAC’s, Philadelphia (44-1368)
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Philadelphia teletype 4-18-68.

Remining unidentified latent firgerprints 
and latent iapressooMii (finger or palm prints) pre­
viously reported this case not identical firge. 
Wiliam Edward Gait, U. S. Air Force service # 
Frederick Waiter Git, U. S. Air Force service   
or W.th fnrgerprints of a John Joseph Thomas Willard 
Wht“ male, born 12-8-310, at ylvanla
U. S. Ciiv.1 Service Comma cion who may be
same as John J. T. Willard named erened teletype.
No palm prints here for these individuals.

No fingerprint record located
John E. Willard With U. S. Army service ___  
or a John G. Willard With U. S. Army service
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4/2W

AI RO? EL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-198?)

FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (44-65?) - P -

SUBJECT: MURCIN .
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Philadelphia teletype to Richmond, 4/22/68.
AT CHARLOTTESVILLE VA. ■

The folOowiig isvevtigatOsn was conducted by 
SA JOHN G. MC CARTHY:

Records of the DMV for the State of Va.. re­
flect that Va. License T146395 was issued for 1968 Ford 
pick-up truck registered tO owner WILLUM H. SMITH, 
913 Montrose Ave., ChailoOtesvilie, Va.

Neighbohhqod inquiry in vicinity of_913 
Montrose Ave., on 4/23/68 determined WILLAM H. SMITH, 
his wife, and one child, have resided at that address 
for approximately 12 years. SMITH is employed as a 
carpenter with the Van Lear Conssruction Co. He owns 
a 1968 Ford pickup with a camper top for the tuck. 
He also recently reportedly took a vacation to Kansas 
City, Mo.

. On 4/23/68, Ms. GRACE SMTH, nee Kent, 
913 Montrose Ave., ChailoOtesvills^ advised that ter

i- Memhis
@- Philadelphia

2 - Richmond
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RH 44-657

husband is employed by the Van Lear Construction Co. 
as a carpenter and hat been to employed for the past 
ten years. She hat resided at her present address for 
twelve year's. Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband 
recently took a vacation to Kansas City, Mo., visiting 
a friend foom the Army, a CHARLES DON WATSON, having 
left Chal<O;testille on Friday, 4/12/68.

Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband had been
in CCaalootessvile and was employed by Van Lear Con­
struction Co. during the week of the KING murder and 
In fact, had been working nights for Sgt. ELWOOD CASON 
of the Cihalootesville, Va. PD at CASON’S residence. 
SMITH also pointed out that her husband has two firgers 
missing from his left hand and stated that her husband’s 
presence in ChhaloOtisvilld at the tme of the KING 
murder could be easily confirmed.

On 4/23/68, Sgt. ELWOOD CASON, CCaaloOtissille,
Va. PD, advised that he is well-acquaineed with WILLAM 
H. SMITH, having: known him for a period of several year's 
as a resident at 913 Montrose Ave., CCaaloOtessilli. 
CASON pointed out SMITH has two fnngers missing from 
his left hand and that although he does have the same 
physical build as JAMES EARL RAY, including some close 
physical facial attributes as with the photograph dis­
tributed on RAY, he does not have a scar in the center 
of his forehead. CASON also pointed out that SMITH 
had been doing some carpentry work at CASON’s residence 
for a period of several weeks, workirg every night, 
Sncludiig the night of 4/5/68, at which tme he had been 
paid by CASON for completion of the work.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2* -
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1902 EDITION • 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES G .RNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC (44-1368)

FROM : SA JOHN WILLIM DAANE

DATE: 4-25-68

subject: murkIN

Rememo SA KENNETH K. SMYTHE dated 4-15-68

Ori'4-25-68 Miss A. ARCHER, Arthur Murray Dance Studio, 15 E. 
Market St., York, pa. advised that she was unable to find the names 
used by subject in her filess.

' It is to be noted that this is the only dance studio in the 
York, Adams, and Franklin ounties area teaching adult dancing.

1 
JW)/

5010-108-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-1368) date: 4/24/68

FROM : CC Robert C. Kearney

subject:: MUIRCIN

On 4/24/68, Mr. JAMES BAIRD, Service Manager, Giles 
and Ransome, Pennsylvania Turnpike and GalOoway Road, Corn­
well Heights, Pennsylvania, teepphone ME 9-4300, telephonically 
contacted the writer to advise that he recalled reading about 
a brother of JAMIES EARL RAY, who was supposed to have been in 
the conspiracy to kill MARTI:N LUTHER KING.

BAUD) advised that he has an individual by the name of 
DOUGLAS WIILAM RAY, 904 West Rockland Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa., who is employed as a mechanic at Giles and Ransome. Thi.s 
individual, who is a white man, furnsshed his date of birth as 
12/10/37, but did not indicate a location.

BAUD) further advised that he had a retail credit check 
done on DOUGLAS RAY and determined that he served tme in the 
Federal Peententiaiy at Milan, Michigan, Terre-Haute Federal 
Peententiazy, from where he was transferred in 6/19/66 to the 
Federal Peententiaiy at Lima, Michigan, where he served 480 
days. BAUD) said that the charges against DOUGLAS RAY were for 
an unairmed bank robbbery in California.

BAIRD also stated that RAY began work at Giles and Ran­
some on 4/5/68.

2 - 44-1368

RCKrck 
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SAC (44-1.368) 4/24/68

CC.Robert C. Kearney

MUBKIN. • . ' ' - [ - ■ ' ' '

On 4/24/68, Mr., JAMES BAIRD, Service Manager# Giles 
and Ransome, Pennsylvania Turnpike and Galloway Road, Corn­
well Heights, Pennsylvania, telpphone ME 9-4300, telephonically 
contacted- the writer to advise that he rlcalled reading about 
a brother of JAMES EARL RAY,,who was supposed to have been in 
the conspiracy t:o kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. ,

' -BAUD) advised that he has an individual by the name of 
DOUGLAS WILLAM RAY, 904 WestRockland Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa., who is employed.as a mechanic at Giles and Ransome. This 
individual,..who is a white man, furnished his date of birth as 

. 12/10/37, but did.not indicate a locatoon.

■ BAUD) 'further advised-that, he had a retail' credit check 
done on DOUGHS RAY and determined that he served time in the 
Federal Peententiary at Milan,, Michigan, Terre Haute Federal 
Peeltentiary, from when he was-'transferred in 6/19/66 to the 
Federal Peententiary at Lima, Michigan, where he served 480 
days. BAIRD said that the charges-against DOUGLAS RAY were for. 
an unaraied bank robbbery in Caaifornia.

BAIRD also stated that' RAY began -work at Giles and Ran- ' 
some on 4/5/68. ■ - 1

44-/-}368^50

i
ScciALiSi.............. . ,

, ' APR 221968
-------IBI — PHILADELPHIA
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fication reflect he is HARRY G.
Johnson M/w/Born 11-26-25.
Social security #
farmerly in u. S. army for
month He in
described as 5'7 , 135, dark
brown hair, brown eyes. /
scan center upper lip. no scan
on forehead or right Hand.
an address card reflected
JohNsoN resided 115 alexander
street Princeton N.J.

Phila Police crime Scene Squaddispatched finguprint expectmr fack WHAUMBUSH who finger.
printed Johnson classified the
print and stated definitelyhe in not identical with RAY.

det Palmer said the Dactors
are Keeping Johnson in the hospital.
a complete investigative report will
he available to FBI on 4/26/68 or 4/29/68.
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OPT IONAL FORM NO. 10 ^
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (411 CFR) 101-11.6

UN ITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to date:

FROM

SUBJECT. MURkN

Cons vier sa PHPD C^.ONei.

MaRviN MCFARLAN 
ivsed phpd cp' DATLS

S4.
SfeR^BBS

Seen
l5~)629-

a f

iS
RAYMOND Blom ,

^^^<t^ 1̂^^^s,K^t^^s^^^~

n

Hauee^own.) ,a„X__
sA George c- BRigHt e

I s that Blom has
dd^r-eSS

d (? sSgh’ s mi

n« 4-

1 44-1368

5010-10-1-01

SEARCHED ^-INDEXED..-

SERlMlEEDTe-FILIDJn^
APRV1960 
FBI—PHILADELPHIA’,

44-136 8 254

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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U. S. News & World Report, April 29, 1968 issue.

Time Magazine, April 26, 1968 issue.
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is I960 photo of James Earl Ray.
:ACE of 'Eric Galt." This tKMlii



OPTICAL. FORM NO. 10

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT!

MAY 1962 EDITIM 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101*11.0

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-1368) date:: 4/25/68

FROM : CC Robert C. Kearney

subject: MURKIN

. On 4/25/68,^.50^^Philadelphia, telppOie561-3993, and who is employed as a 
■mtsucianrat the Cafe LaFitte, 1304^Drury Street, Philadelphia, 
telephone PE 5-4515, appeared at this Office antaelmed the (
folOowing information.

On the evening of 4/6/68, he encountered an individual 
who used the name of BILLY (LNU) on the street near his home 
andthi.s BILLY was very cold and as a result, O’DONNELL took 
him to his home. According to O’DONNELL, BILLY resembled the 
pictueejof JAMES EARL RAY that appear# in both the Time magazine 
issue of 4/26/68 and the U.S. News and Woold Report issue of 
4/29/68</

He stated that BILLY told him that he was in Philadelphaa 
to visit some trend’ of hi.s that had been in the service with 
him but that he went into a movie on Market Street and his wallet 
was stolen and he di.d not know how to get in touch with these 
individual’s.

BILLY said that he came foom Alabama and talked with a 
southern accent:. He appeared to be slightly iltttelate and a bigot. 
BILLY made reference to the kiling of MARTIN LUTHIER KING and 
said that he beHeved that the guy that did the kilinng would 
get a lot of money for the kiliug.

O’DONNELL stated that BILLY raved about what a good shot 
he was and indicaeed that back home in Alabma he ha.d a sawed off 
shot gun. BILLY also indcateed that he had been to Matico on 
a few occassions and that one time he was there he was roHed of 
$1200 in a house of prostitution and that he and a few buddin 
went- back and tore t:ha place up.

BILLY also related that he had a brother, whose name he
did not memion that bought old car's and fixed them up and then 

; 1u maaried-oiee-=but■■= 
I ■ INDEXED-, , r

RCKKrck (2)

sold them. He also indicated that he had be 
he got a divircl. .u 269
2 - 44-1368

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly wthe Payroll Savings Han
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' *

0’DONNELL stated that, BILLY wore a dark blue sport shirt 
with long sleeves, dark blue trousers’, white socks and black 
shoes. He did not have any outer.clothing With, hta in s^itze of 

' the cold weather. _ !
All while BILLY talked, he druimed his fnngers on the 

table and he had big found fnnger nails. He constantly had a
silly.grin on his face whenever the conversation became slack 

‘ on one occassion, BILLY remarked, upon questioning, that he 
'ithnnknng about something his brother had said.

and 
was

cut
O’DONNELL stated that BILLY remarked that he needed a hair 

and O’DONNELL stated that he didn’t think so.^BULY’ then
inormned O’DONNELL that he died his hair, as it was beginning to 
get gray on . the sides.. . o’DONNELL said that hi.s hair was of a 
bruish type, growth, similar to that in one of the pictures but 
with slightly more hair on the sides..

O’DONNELL also said that BILLY had slightly stooped 
shoulders and had pox mairks. on t:he back of his neck and on his 
shoulders. .However, he .does.-not. recall any scar on hi.s fore­
head. He did not recall BILLY'S ear sticknng out nor di.d he * 
notice him pulling at the ear at any time. .

JOB1 BILLY indicated to<O’DONNELL that he was going to seek 
a geWW with, an Engineering company and tie® mentioned a fork 
track driver. <

o’DONNELL supplied algin bottle which he indicated BILLY, 
had handled on 4 or 5, occassions. and.he. stated. that he felt that 
this my be of some value to the EBI if they could extract the 
fnngerpfints of BILLY.focm it. .O’DONNELL stated that the only 
prints on the ..bottle ..would_.be his own and those of BILLY.

At tabbed herewith a photd-'r.s.taken from 
TIME magazine that O’DONNEL stated looks Ike 
described above.

U S. NEWS and the individual

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (44-1368) 4/25/68

CC Robert C. Kearney

MUMKIN

. On 4/25/68, Mr. JOHN J. O'DONNELL, 47 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia, teeephone 561-3993, and who is employed as a 
msucian at the Cafe LaFitte, 1304 Drury Street, Philadelphia, 
teeeihone PE 5-4515, appeared at this office an&related the 
folOowing information.

On the evening of 4/6/68, he encountered an individual 
who used the name of BILLY (LNU) on the street near his home 
andthis BILLY was very cold and as a result, O’DONNELL took 
him to his home. According to O’DONNELL,, BILLY resembled the 
picture of JAMES EARL RAY that appears in both the Time magazine 
issue of 4/26/68 and the U.S. News and Woold Ripoot issue of 
4/29/68.

. .He. stated .ttet BILLY to!d hm that he was in Philadelphaa 
to visit so>me frennds of his that had been in the service with 
him but that he went into a movie on Market Street and his wallet 
wa?.stoe!i.and he did not know how to get in touch wth these individual’s.

BILLY said that he came from Alabama and talked with a 
southern accent. He appeared to be slightly iietteaaee and a bigot. 
BILLY made reference to the kiling of MARTIN LUTHIER KING and 
said that he believed that the guy that did the kilinng would 
get a tot of money for the kiling.

O'DONNELL stated that BILLY raved about i^hat a good shot 
he was and indicated that back home in Alabma. he had a sawed off 
shot gun. BILLY also indicaeed that he had been to Mexico on 
a few occassions and that one tme he was there he was roie<dl of 
$1200 in a house of prostitutoon and that he and a few buddies 
went back and tore tha place up.

BILLY also related that he had a brother, whose name he 
did rot mention, that bought old cars and fixed them up and then 
sold them. He also indicated that he had been maried once but
he got a divorce.
2 - 44-1368

RCKxrck 
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. O’DONNELL stated that BILLY wore a dark blue sport shirt
with long sleeves, dark blue trousers, white socks and black 
shoes. He did not have any outer clothing with him in spite of
'the.cold weather. <, .

_ ■ AH while BILLY talked, hie drummed his ingers on the
■ table and he had big round fingernails. He constantly had a .

si.Hygrin on his face whenever the conversation became slack 
and on One occassion, BILLY remarked, upon questionnng, that hie . 
was thinknng about something his brother had said.

O’DONNELL stated, that BILLY remarked: that he needed a hair 
cut aid O’DONNELL; stated that he didn’t think so.. BILLY then 
.inomned O’DONNELL that .he -died his- hair, as it was beginning to 
get gray on the sides. O.’IOJNNEIL. .said, that his hair was of a

, brush type growth, simliar to that in one of tie .pictures-.but: 
with slightly more hair on the sides. . . . ' , . ■ .

: ' °’DONNELL also; said that BILLY had slightly stooped .
shoulders and had pox murks'-on .'the--back-of his neck and-'on'his-.'- . 
shoulders. However, he does'"'not .recall and scar on his fore-. ... 
head. He did not recall BILLY*3 ear. sticking out nor did the 
notice him puling at the. ear at any time. . . .

jOb ■ BILLY indicated to O’DONNELL that he' wad going t:o seek . 
a good with an Engineering company and then mentioned a fork 
truck driver. r

o’DONNELL supplied a gin bottle which he indicated BILLY • 
had. handled.-on-4. or 5 occassions and he stated that he felt that 
this may .be ,of some valietto the-FBI’if they could extract the 
fingerprints of BILLY foom it. O’DONNELL stated that the only 
pri’ts on the bottle would be: his own and those of BILLY.

. .Attahhed herewith a photo-’s t:ak.en foom U. S. NEWS .and . 
TIME magazine that O’DONNEL stated looks Ike' the individual 

.described above., . • . ' . . . .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

. FBI

Date: 4/24/68 I

Transmit the following in---------------------------------- —----- :— . ■■-——-r:----------------------— ' |
. (Type in piasn text or code)

AIRTEL . AIR MAIL _ ______ '------- :—।Via ----------- . (Priority or Method of Mailing; , ।
1.

TO:' DIRECTOR (.44-38861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL' OFFICES

FROM: . SAC,. KANSAS CITY (44-760,) (P)

MUIRKIN

* 00: Memphis

I Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of photograph
! of -subject JAMES EARL RAY, which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri

State Penitentiary. •

. Two copies of above-mentoneed photograph are enclosed 
. for each of the Continental Offices. .

This additional photograph is'being furnished, i^s- 
much as resemblance is quite difeeeeft from previous photographs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding screes to identify 

. subject. .
Aiso, it i.s to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 

been located and ineevvewwed in this' maater.

. SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3-Bureau (Enc. 4) my
2-Each C)ntinental Office (Enc. 2 each)
2-Katsas City
RBB:lib
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

[J

. FBI

Date: 4/24668

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

, (Type in plain text or code)

AIRMAIL___________
('Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-318861)
AND ALL CONTINENTAL' OFFICES

FROM: SAC,. KANSAS CITY (44-760) . (P)

MUIRKIN

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the 
. of subject JAMIES EARL RAY, 

State Penitentiary.

Bureau are four copies of photograph 
which was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri

Two copies of above-mnttOtndd photograph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Offices.

This additional photograph is being furnished, inas­
much as resemblance is quite difeerent foom previous photogr'aiphs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in ^di^. sourcns to identify 
subject. .

Aiso, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
been located and innevvnewed in this maater.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS..

. 3-Bureau (Enc. 4)
2-Each Cootinnntal Office (Enc. 2 each)
2-Kansas City
RB:lib
(52)

; IDDEED.

’‘D-lphA

Approved: ---------------- -J—J-/---------
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' F’D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

. . F B I

Date: 4/25/68
Transmit the following in--------------------------- ------------ ---------------

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL ' ■
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI AND .
TO: . ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES '

BROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) •

SUBJECT1: ' MURKIN •
CR ■
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Atlant airtel to Director J 4/22/68.

3 - Bureau 2 - Jackson 2 - Phoenix - •
2 - Albany 2 - Jacksonville 2 - Pitssburgh
2 - Albuquerque 2 - Kansas City, 2 •- Poortaand
2 - Anchorage 2 - Knooville ’ 2 - ‘ Riclomond
2 - Baltimore 2 - Las Vegas . 2 - Sacramento
2 - Biominhaom 2 - Littee Rock 2 - St. Louis
2 - Boston 2 - Los Angeles 2 - Salt Lake City
2 - Buffalo 2 - LouisviUe 2 - San Antonio2 - Butte 2 - Memphis 2 - San Diego2 - Chaalotee 2 - Miami 2 - San Francisco
2 - Chicago 2 - Milwaukee, 2 - San Juan
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Minneapolis 2 - Savannah
2 -- Cleveland 2 - Mobile . „ 2.. - Seaatle
2 - Columbia 2 - Newark ” 2 - Springfield2 - Dallas 2 - New Haven 2 - Tampa
2 - Denver 2 - New Orleans 2 - WE'D ‘
2 - Detroit ■ 2 - New York 2 - Atlanta
2
2
2
2

- E1 Paso
- Honolulu
- Houston
- Indianapoois

2
2

^S'

- Norfolk
- Oklahoma City
- Omaha
h Philadelphia

JJLrjb
(119)

- Approved:
SpeCial, Agent in Charge

SEARCHED..

SERIALIZED.

APR

: INDM. . 
ILlUD^ 
1968

fbi^philadelphia

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

For informatics those offcces not receiving 
repute1/ it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMES 
SARL R- GwG was *ast too™ to be in the Atlanta,- Googia, 
area,in 4/7 68: uIn^AsVee i.nvestlgatOon by Atlanta to date 
Xno£/e^blShee“ of transportatoon RAY may have used 
after. 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel 
J? check cars recovered their divisoon that were stolen"from 
theJ:±e f~Orgla subsequent te 4/4/68, and Where the 
^po^r °f s?”* Was.no* identify or otherwise accounted 
for, investigation snould be conducted to determine if ray 
was person who may have stolen and transported same. "

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placed 
in the A-da^a, Georgia, area 3/24/68. ’

. In view of the above, all Cooninental Office 
a:Lr‘equested revew car reveries within theirrespe-tive terrtoorees ox cars stolen from the State 
° .G5OosJa/subseSuenEtoE3Z23/68£>nd where the trans­
porter of same is not otherwise elimO]aated-or accounted ' 
for,_c?ns^ ®ubjelt RAY as suspect. Were there is 
am ™! i0di•catloo that SWMt RAY may have•j>een person transporting such a car, exhaustive and intense insti­
gation should thereafter be cond-ucted.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2
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FD-36 (Rei 5-22-64)

F B I

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

, Date: 4/25/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL •
(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT

DIRECTOR, FBI AND
ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

MURON
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68.Re

3 - Bureau 2 - Jackson 2 - Phoenix
2 - Albany 2 - Jacksonviiee 2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Albuquerque 2 - Kansas City . 2 - Portland
2 - Anchorage 2 - Knooville ' 2 - Richmond
2 - Baltomore ■ 2 - Las.Vegas. 2 - Sacramento-
2 - Biooonghao 2 - Little Rock 2 - St. Louis
2 - Bost;on 2 - Los Angeles 2 - 8aat Lake City
2 - Buffalo 2 - Louissille. 2 - San Antonio
2 - Butte 2 - Memphis 2 - San Diego
2 - Charlotte 2 - Miami 2 - San Francisco
2 - Chicago 2 - Milwaukee 2 - San Juan
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Minneapoiss 2 - Savannah
2 - Cleveland 2 - Mooile . 2. - Seaatle
2 - Columbia 2 - Newark ■ 2 - Springfield
2 - Dallas 2 - New Haven 2 - Tampa
2 - Denver 2 - New Orleans 2 - WFO ‘
2 - Deroit ' 2 - New York 2 - Atlanta
2 El Paso JJLrjb 

(119)
- Norfolk
- Oklahoma City-

Omaha
Philadelphia

2 -- Honooulu
2 - Houston
2 - Indianapolis

2
2

- Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

SEARCHED...^, .JNDS
SERIALIZDDat fn

APR 2 6196
__ fb|-PHILADLl

M Per
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AT 44-2386

r

. F^r information those offices not receiving
r^Tte, it Was pointed ou therein that Subject JAMES 
EARL RAY, 7?^ was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia, brea^n ^/^-J .pensive6 i■niee■tigatton by Atlanta to date' 
ha^nOLV/tabl■ihied m’de of transportatoon RAY may have used 
after 4/5/68. Receiving’Offices were requested in reairtel 
to ihVik cars recovered their division that were stolen'from • 
^Sate °f_GOo,sia subsequent to 4/4/68, and where the" 

ansP’orSLoLsame was,not “entiieed or otherwise accounted 
ter, investigate on should be conducted to determine if RAY 
«as person who may nave stollen and transported same. " *

Investigator reflects Subject RAY can be placed 
in tie Atlanta, Gnoogla, area 3/24/68. '

. In. view of the above, all Ocrntinental Offices
are requested to review car recoveries within their 
respective terrttoiees of car’s stolen from the State 
of Giorgia subsvquvnt to 3/23/68, and where the trans — 
p’-r °f sameAs .no? o*1*™18® eliminated or accounted '■ 
wr, consj.der Subject RAY as suspect. Were there is 
any r^te indication that Subject RAY may have been person 
transporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi­
gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARSLAN® DANGEROUS.

3
2 -
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SAC (44-1368) . 4/26/68

CG Robert C. Kearney . : .

MURKIN • . • - , ’ . . ' '

At’2:05 PM, 4/26/68, Mr. ROBERT SEARS, Canter Square 
Green,- NwrUtown. Pa., telephone 277-0899, telephonically 
- contacted this office to advise that approximately 7 minutes 
ago, he saw an individual-that resembled JAMES EARL RAY.

SEARS st:ated this indivddual was riding in the rear 
of a Chevrolet Gameo# year unknown, bearing PennsyIvanin 
Iceense plate 131-458. The car was proceeding SOUt:h on the • 
Schuylill Expressway toward the IiterrlttOonal airport when 
SEARS turned off at the Vine Street.ramp.

.JHe advised that the car was being driveti by a wll 
dressed woman and ttat Che subject had on a green t-shirt. He 
stated tlie subject appeared, to be trling to hide his face 
bedrid a newspaper and when he dropped the paper for a few 
seconds, SEARS got a look at him and he appeared identical 
to RAY. ; _ ■ ' . ■

A revew of tte Motor Vehicle Registration book in the 
;office reflects that Pennnylvania icennse plate 131-458 is 
registered to a BETTY W.. O’CONNOR, 78 Barrie GLrcle, New 
Britain, Pennsylvania. . ; ; .

. A_review of the office indices failed to reflect anyone 
identical t:o BETTY W. O’ONNOR, . -
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-1368) date: 4/26/68

from : CC Robbrt C. Kearney

subject:: MURCIN

At 2:05 PM, 4/26/68, M^ BERUS^S^CeerS quare 
.Green, Norrisoown, Pa,, teeephone277-09, tclCpeOhically 
contacted this office to advise that approximately 7 minutes 
ago, he saw an individual that resembled JAMES EARL RAY.

SEARS stated this individual was ridiig in the rear 
of a Chevvolet Camera, year unknown, bearing Pennsylvania 
Iccnnse plate 131-458. The car was proceeding south on the 
Scheuyill Expressway toward the International airport when 
SEARS turned off at the Vine Street ramp.

._____.He.advis'ed that the car .was being driven by a wu _dressed woman and that the subject had on a green t-shirt. He 
stated the subject appeared to be trying to hide his face
behind a newspaper and when he dropped/the paper for a few
seconds, SEARS got a look at him and.,he appeared identical 
to RAY. //

A revew of the Motor Vehi/le Reeistration book in the 
offcce refeects that PennsyIvanin iceense plate 131-458 is 
registered to a BETTY W. OCON^OR, 78 Barrie Circle, New . 
Br-tain, Pennsylvania. ' y ‘ —

2 - 44-1368

5010-10-111

RCCKrck 
(2) /

A review of the offcce indices failed to reflect anyone 
identical to BETTY W. O’CONNOR.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

SEARCHED.

* l I . 1

- INDEXED-A
' fled____ 
ibUo

FB-PH'LADELPHIA'
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4/36/68

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: DIMCTOR, FBI (44-48861)

FROM SAC, DALIAS (44-3649)(P)
SUBJECT: BURKIN .

0NMEHNHIW

Re New York Uriel to Bureau, 4/23/68.
On 4/25/68, each of the foUMHig who were It he 

stewardesses on American Alrllm Flight No. 338 fom Dales, 
Texas, to Philadelphia « 4/6/18 advised the photographs 
on FBI Identification Order No. 4182, dated 4/20/68, for 
JANIS KARL RAY do not appear to be of anyone observed on 
Flight No. 338 on 4/6/68:

PR?IN*A VANCE, 5049 Cedar Springs, Apartment 120, 
Dillan, Texas, te^^oae LA 8-3993;

BONN1® CRAVEN, 2625 HudanH, Apartment 226, 
Dillas, Texas, teeephoM LA 6-4156:

JANICE THERRELL, 3726 Fairfax, Dillas.
Texas, teepphone 521-5349;

ANNETTE BHATT, 271° Douglas, Apartment 124, 
Dillas, Texas, teepphcnM LA 1-1548.

3 - Bureau
> - Naphta (44-1987)
1 - Oklahma City (44-686)(Info)
1 - Philadelpha (Info)
1 - New York (44-1609)(Info)
2 - Dallas
FFJ/je
(10) SEARCH?

SLUUIZ
. INDEXED

APR29
FBI - PHILADELPHIAf!r
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FBI PHILA I

FBI WASH DC

720PM URGENT 4/26/68 LCC . '

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 1P

MURKIN.

THE MAIN FILE ON KING HAS BEEN REVIEWED AT THE BUREAU 

AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT OUT CONCERN]: NG PERSONS INVOLVED IN 

PRIOR THREATTS AGAINST KING. THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS 

CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSPECTS DEVELOPED FROM ANY SOURCE 

MUST BE GIVEN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIORITY 

BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY AND 

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION.IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO 

ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE 

FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS.
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