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Philaeelphia,Pennsylvaiia 
April 22, 1968

Source on this occasion was shown copies’ of 

photos of JAMES EARL RAY (44-1368 MUFFIN) and re-alerted 

concerning this matter. He was not able to furnish any 

pertinent information in this regard at this time.

Source advised from contacts with friends, neighbor  ̂

and association with members of the Negro communty in the 

Philadelphia area, including persons familiar with activity in 

the area of Philadelphia Benjamin Franklin High School, it has 

come to his attentonn there is a Black Power group in existence 

ah Benjamin Franklin High School, Broad and Green Streets, 

Philadelphia, Pa. He added the group is actively recruiting 

additoonal members at the school presently and now numbers 

abou 70 to 80 members. He said it is his understandngg the 

group has not accumlUttid any weapons or ambition to date and 

does not contemplate any vioeence or injury to other’s.

Source said the mernhbrs of the group can be 

leintified easily as they wear buttons with a symbol of the 

worlci thereon, over a black letter W. The buttons ^gm^es 

Black Power. -

Source said the group does have a headquarters 

located near Benjamin Franklin High School which he will at;tempt
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to identify. Leaders of the group are Benjamin Franklin 

High School students JOSEPH SAVAGE, CLYDE WARREN, and 

GARY AUSTIN. . '
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FBI

• Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in

■ (Type in plaintext or code)

ViaNitcJ
■ (Priority)

To: AH. SACS 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

vFrom: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKXN
00: 'MEMPHIS (44-1987) .

. In order to cover the poosibillty that subject 
may have died since commission of the crme, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those: 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may matin-tain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistiss or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such ■ information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidentifidd dead is maintained, it would 
only be miintaieod at local police departments, morgues, 
meaxcal faciliiees, or the like,.

Each office covering state capitals should . 
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, and 
if so, should check records for the period foom 4-5-68, 
to date, for any information which might possibly 1x111-1.17 
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that 
period.
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Airte to A.1 sacs and LAGATS. 
re: mrar •

Mexico City and Ottawa

AATTf'et dead for‘he period begins 4-5-68; and i 
xngerp..nis on such dead are maintained, they should be 
compared with/those.on *he IdentmcntiGB Order on Ray 
inO'rderj'O effect Jdenfca-Oon or nonidentification, 
hiis should, be handled in the normal course o busin©ss 
and only reasonable investigation should be pursued 
along these Unes. ' p

Th© lden;i:^ca;iinn Division ha 
stop on umd©^tif'ied deceased inquiries 
If feasible, appropriate offices "and Loo 

■ ana Octwa should place similar stops w. 
state, .Local or national agencies in you

s.placed an appropr 
it may receive.

ats, Mexico City 
th approprlate ‘ 
r territoieeg.

a e

Armed and Dangerous.

. 2 -
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22644)

. Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in; 

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via/Ariel 
‘ (Priority)

To: Ai. SACS •
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa '

- From: Director. FBI (44-38861)

■ MURKIN ’
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the poosibliity that subject 
may have died siuice commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare wro tontaeced and they advised that no central 
recorus ox im.Laenbt.xiea deceased are maintannd by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain, 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
mAneeamce of such information; and it is possible that 
it any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would 
only be 1r•aitltatedd at-local police departments, morgues, 
medical flcilities, or the like..

Esch office covering state capitals should 
check to ^certAn if such records are rnAntiined, and 
it so, should check records for the period from. 4-5-68, 
to date, for any iuformatinn which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that ' 
period;

in the.various stat

with law enfo

no 0001X11 record 
or nationally in 
, in connection w 
gencies on this t 
ppropriate innir

osit.ory mAnti 
case of Mexico 
your contacts 
or other .

.44-3368.-992;

MAY

Sent Via
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AErt^; tOLA'1 SACS and LEGATS, Mexico? City and Oft

^d^^d dead for.th® Period beginning 4-5-68; and i 
xngex^.i.us, on such dead are maintained; they should be 
^mSd wyLJhoSe.en ^.Identification Order on Ray 
in^rdlr ti effect ■dentificaiiooa or o<oidontifiiati^n). 
Th-sLShO^d be handled in the normal course of business 
and only reasonable lLrvestxgatio^ should be pursued 
axong these Unes. ’

The ld©ntificatio^ Divis.oon has p].aced an apnrc 
stop on UMdeini.fed deceased inquiries it may receive. 
If/easib^A cp^opficte o^cesTand Legate, MexicoTCity' 
and. 7±Jhouia P-ace similar stops with apnropr;otG
state, local, or nacwnal agencies in your .terri-tories.

ate

Armed and Dangerous.

2
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0-9 (Rev. 5 -22-64 )

Transmit the following in

Via ------A irtel

FBI

Date: May 9, 1968

(Type in plaint.axt or code)

(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

' rom: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

!tr

IH0'

In order to cover the possSbbiity that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Heaath, Educction and 
W^ wre contact and ^.advised mt no central 
records of cnldantifaed deceased are maintained by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may mmintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
simlar agency.

There i.s no known Federal law requiring the 
mAnt^nce of such informatSon; and it is possible that 
if any record of clidantifidd dead i.s mrintainad, it would 
only be mintAned-at locA police departments, morgues, ,
meddcil faciliiess, or the like.

Each oRffcce covering state capptals should ,- 
check to ^certann if such records are mrintiined, and J 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any informt^n which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with cnidantifadd deceased person over that 
period.

If th^e is no central record repository mrintiindd 
i.i- the va^ons states or nationally i.i the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, ii connectSon with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on thi.s case or othar 
Bureau maters, make appropriate inquiries relative to 

44-2168-1
Hu

Sent Via

-me

sERniI!ED^...^ald ....... 
may1 15 1968

t / i ;   fl . , —Ui" I I IA

er
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Air^irmorA11 SACS and LEGATS , Mexico City and Otaawa 
re: murkin

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
fingerprints on such dead are mintage, they should be 
compared with those on the IdentifiiatOtn Order on Ray 
in.order to effect identificitOot or toniddetificitiot. 
This should be handled it the normal course of busitess atd only reasonabie investigate should be pursued 
along these innes.

The I^ntificaiirni Divisooii has placed an appropriate 
stop on utldintifedd deceased inquiries it may receive 
If feasible, appropriate offcces and Legats, Mexico City 
an^awa should pl-ace similar stops with appropriate, 
stat^ local or rat^al. agencies in your terrion-ees.

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -
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■ 09 (Rev. 5-22-64)
r

FBI

Transmit the following in
Date: May 9, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via A-rie!
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottnwo

Director. FBI (44-38861)

MUFFIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the. possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contaceed and they advised that no central 
records of up.iclentiiie<i deceased are maintale-dcl by those 
agencies;. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would 
only be maintained at ducal police department's, morgues, 
medical facilities, or the like.

Each off-cc-e covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are mintiined, and 
if so, should! check records for the period from 4-5.33, 
t-oJa^f any i”orma^it!lw;!ieh m-ght po^my identify 
subject Ray wrtu umsnrj.fud deceased person over that 
period;

If Were is no central record repository lmlintateed
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in connnctim with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other 
Bureau matters, make tppropriate inquirim relative to .

Sani Vio M Per
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



A^'teL.'toLA'1 SACS and LEGATS,. Mexico City and Ottava 
Re: MurkaR

tAGeMed dead o ' : POTi°d b<tSinoing 4-5-00; and if 
fngtip..ns! on such dead are maintained, they should be 
comped Wt\tho3e.on theJdentificatOGn Orde/on Riy 
inorder. tO effect idevcixxcation or moideattficatini. 
This should be handled .n the normal course of business 
ana only reasonable investigailm should be pursued 
ax Dug these Innes. '

The Id 
stop on unideirti 
If feasible, ap 

• and Octavo shoul 
state, local or

e°ification D^v.Lsn;ol has placed an appropv 
Jed?,deceased inquires it may receive/’' 
xoprxate Offices and Legats, Mexico City 
d place similar stops with appropriate 
national, agencies in your ttr^.Ltortes.

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -
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To: Ail SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

■ • From:^ Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the posssbbUty that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records .of uni.de10x111d deceased are manta need by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may man-taln 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency..

There is no known Federal law ^tquirtng the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of utidentifitd dead is maintained, it would 
only be maintaneed st local police departments, morgues, 
medical faciliiies! or the Ike..

Bromes covering state capitals should _ 
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, and 
if so, should! check records for the period room 4-5-68, 
to date, for any information which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unldoe tifitd deceased person over that 
period.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Ail-tel to Al SACS and I,BOATS.
RE: MURKIN. • Mexico Cityand Ottawa

ydyfed dead for th® period boginaing 4-5-68; and i 
inga.p..ns on such. Geaa are raintained, thsv should be 
com^ Wlih^hlo!^tii th® MetWcaton Order on Ray' 
iboPT to Ofi®ct i^niiieaiion or nciiiid.atiticutioii. 
This should b® handled in the normal course of 
ano only reasonable invest igat ion should be purgeds 
alomg’ these lines, ■

The Identiffc 
stop on unla&^tifiea de 
lx feasible, appropriat 

■ and Ottawa should place 
state, local or nations

t‘Loon DxvlsiGn has placed, an approp 
ceased inquiries it may receive. 
® offices and Legate, f^ito'ctj‘ 
similar stops with appropriate ■ 

l agencies in your territories.

a™®0 and Dangerous.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI

Transmit the following in-------

ViaAirit!

To: A.J SACS
' LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

From: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN •
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover ths possibility that subject 
may have oied since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are mmint.ain.ed by those... 
agencie-s. It was suggssted that each stats may maintain 
sucha record in their Bureau of Vital Statistces or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is posisi.be that 
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would 
only be masisined ^ local police departments, morgues, 
meoical facil.i■iiee, or ths like.

Each officG covering stats capitals should .
check to ascertain if such records are maantained, and 
if so, ^onld check records for the period irom 4-5-68, 
to date, f°r any infox'r.mtwn which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentified deceased psrson over that 
period ;

thsrs
in ths vario

with 1

no central rt 
or nationally 
, in connecto 
gencies on th

ord repository m 
in the case of Me 
n with your conta

a ts
o

c or oth
appropriate -inquirne to

Sent Via M
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Arte1 to A.l SACS and MOATS, 
RE: MURKXN •

Mexico City and Ottawa

S’fhhh dead for .the period begirnng 4-5-68; and 
f ngerpms, on such declare mat ntainod. they should 
comped W th„those.cn 'he IdenfU-tiGH Order on Ray 
inorder to ef-ect wecif neaton or molddtifiC5tio 
Au-s should be handled tn the normal, course of busies 
and Gniy reasonable j.nvest^fihna should be pursued ’ 
axong these lnn.es.

stop on unid n

and Ottawa should.: p 
state, local or nat

e office
inquiries it

and L Me

tes

a e

Armed and Dangerous.

2
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0-9 (Rev. S-WU-l)

FBI

Date:
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via :-----Alrtel________________________________
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa '

Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibiiity that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau.and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were co^cedi and they advised urn no centre! 
records of un.Ld3int.iua deceased are maintaneed by those 
agencies.. It was suggested that each static may. mintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistccs or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidentified dead i.s maintained, it would 
only be maDtaued at local police departments, morgues, 
meoical faccl-itees, or the like..

■ Each offcd covering state capitals should . 
check to ascertait if such records are ma attained, and 
if so, should' check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any informatinn which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with uniientifiid deceased person over that 
period; '

■ If there .s .o central record repository maintateed 
in the varoous states or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, it. connectoou with' your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AU-tel to AU SACS a„d LmTS - : ^ Cit ^ 0 .
Re: murk OR. ■ • ‘ '

Undent-fed dead for «>e period tegiMlng 5sS if 
fngerp-'ims on such dead are m iatsiaed. they should he 
hmKR Rthjho3e.on the IdoatiSicatioA Ordir on R ' y 
int /e’ to effect,•deeiiicatton or noi’.ldenti.ficatioii. 
Ths should be handled in the normal course of business 
and only ’essoneMe investigation should be pursued " ' 
axong these lines. p

Tue Ide^o,iiict^tioKl D.vi.sko has placed an aunronr 
stop onIUei-d^sitft:d deceased inquiries it may receive.' 
If feas^1®', sppropriae© off ices and Legate, Mexico City’ 
10^.^ .ro^?^®^1^^ s^ w^h appropriate ‘ 
state, local o* h^xo01! agencies in your territories.

the

Amuxi and Dangerous.

2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-54)

Transmit the following in

Via ___ Al.rttl

To: All SACS
LEGATE Moxico City

Ottawa

FBI

Date: May 9, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

A' From: Director'. FBI (44-38861)

MURKEN
00: MEMPHIS (41-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since conuiiission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacTed and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maintane.Gd by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency. ■

There i.s no known Federal law ^lquirt^g the
mainlenanie of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidmtifidd dead is maanttinid, it would 
only be mintanidi at local police departments, morgues, 
meaical ftciliiies, or the like.

Each office covering state cap Is should
chick to asuerttin if such records are maintained, and. 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any wforation which might possibly idiuti 
subject Ray7 with unid.ei ntifiid diciasid person over that 
period;

If they1 is no central record repository mainlined
in the varoots states or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada., you should, in connection, with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or othir 
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquirios relative to _

Sint Via

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Airtel to AH sacs and LEGATS, 
RE: MURCON • • '

Mexico City and Ottawa

iod beginnhg 4-5-68; and if 
.Aindwn lhsy should ' 
entti-ficaiLinn .Order on Kay 
tion or TO^nidedi:lcatiM.
normal course of business 

toon should be pursued

UAdtRGA dead ^'.the Per 
AngOApr.nsj on -such deud are 
compared with -triose on the Id 
.n.orGer to effect identifier; 
mis should be handled in the 
and only reasonable investiga 
aiOng- these lines.

, The IdeJn,l^icHii.inn Divi-soon has placed an aonro 
sop oo tunxd®unified deceased inquiries it may receive.

icasAbie, appropriate© officie and Logats, Mexico City 
^..ana should piace,si^lar stops W.th appropriate " 
s ae lOca oF- oaL.Looal agencies in your .terrtOories.

Armed a^ Dangerous.

■- 2 -
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

- Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in _

. (Type in p!aintex:t or code)

ViaArie!'
(Priority)

To: A! SACS 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa ■

■ • From: Director, FBI (4 4-383 85 61)

■ MUR ON
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the passiiiiity that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no centra! 
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record i.n their Bureau of Vita! Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law rtqu.rug the 
maintenance of such information; and it is; possible that 
if any record of unidentified dead i.s rnaintiirted, it would 
only be m intAeed .at local police departments, morgues, 
metrical facil.iiies, or the like.

. Each ewticc covering state capitals should . 
check to ascceArn if such records are maintained, and 
if so, should check records for the period flam 4-5-68, 
1°?^’ for any ^-or^tion which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with ull3.c>.enii.xt^u deceased person over that 
period.' '

If there is no central record repository maintained 
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico '
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts: 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other 
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to _ 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------441.368-3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Art6,1'0*11 S S Eud LSGMS- ' '- City and OtawaRE

od beginMg 4-5-68; and if 
.man^a.n’ed’ they should be 
eiJLfcai.o;i Order on Ray 
toon or 110^00^11:1^11011.norma1. course of business 
tina should be pursued

111x1006^11:160 dead for the per 
fingerprints on such dead are 
compared with those on the Id 
xn_ order to effect identifien 
This should be handled in the and only reasonable investiga 
along- these Mnes.

The Idodi 
stop on unidennifeed it

pl iate

• and Ottawa shou 
state, local or ional

r stops with appropria 
i.cs in your tejrriiorie

o City

Ax-med and Dangerous.
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0 9 (Rev, 5-22-64)

FB I

. . ■ Date; May 9, 1963
Transmit the following in —:____________________ 

Hype in plaintext or code) '

ViaArtel 
. (Priority)

To: AH. SACS 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

' lmM: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN •
00: MEMPHIS (44--1937)

In order to cover the possibiiity that subject 
may have died since conunission of the criet, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
W0 were contaced and they a Chat no cental 
recoras or umaen L.nied deceased are ma mtaxeed by those., 
agencies. It was suggested ^t ??ch.state may maintain ' 
such a record in their Bureau or Vital Statistics or 
similar agency'.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of u)lidentixied dead is maLntained, it would 
only be imiintaiced at local police departments, morgues, 
med-cal faculties, or the like. '

Each office covering state capitals should] .
check to as^r-tarn if such records are mlintained, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-G8, 
to date, for any information which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentiieed deceased person over that 
period.'

K thee is no petrel record repository maintaj.edd 
in the varoms states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada., you should, in cinnection 
with law enforcement agencies on Ahis
Bureau make appropriae.eQ'3

? SA
D
-Ache

.^ith your contacts. case or other
>pries relative ,to

I

.— M PerSent Vio

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Airte1. to Al SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa RE: • MWIN • • y - Oiava.

g 4-5-68; and if 
they should be 
Order on Ray

c -Gatti'ica ^1^.
se of business 
be pursued

undent-fed dead for the period beginnm 
ingerpeus on such dead are maintained., 
compared wth those on the Ide mi f cat ion 
Anorder ‘o e'fec\ideicifK:ato)i or nori 
Th-s shouto. be handled i_i tne norma ; cour 
and ^iy reasonable invest igaion 'should" 
a^eng mese Innes.

, The ide.n.Lfcnatxc DxvxsiGi has placed an appropr 
stoP oli.uiid®tiifted deceased inquiries it may receive/-"

,feasible, apiprooi’i-ae off-ices and Legate, Mexico City 
'and.m ?;l?houi° place Similar stops with appropriate ‘ 
stae, local ° nacional agencies in your ttrriiirtts.

. Armed and Dangerous. ' .
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-M)

FBI

■ Date; May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in 

(Type in plaintext or code)

ViaMrieJ'
(Priority)

To: Ml SACS
. LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa '

From: Director. FBI (14-38861)

' MUR KIN
00: MEMPHIS (41-1987)

In order to cover the possibiiity that subject ■ 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau.and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain; 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar- agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidentifidd dead i.s maintained, it would 
only be maantained at focal police departments, morgues, 
metical. facilities, or the like..-

EachPfcre c°vtring st capitals jR.^M
check io as^-Lajs if such records are 100 11x1x11^, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any inf comation which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that 
period. . '

If there .is no central recor'd repository im.intatidd 
in the various states or nationally in the cast of Mexico 
ana Canada, you should, itt connection with your contact:! 
with law enforcement agenci.es on this cast or other

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Air-tel to AH 
RE: MUROT.

SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa

pnl^'d dead forth® period beginning 4-5-SS; and 
ingtiPA,uls on such dead are maintained., they should 
coined with those on the Ide^tifiaJtioo^ 0?!^^)^ 
in order to ef‘®ct3deiti^Ctation or Hoaideatiflcaaim 
This should, be healed in the normal, course of busines 
and only retsoitb■e investigatim should be pursued 
axong these lines. p

if
e

The ideist..i.!,>.ctiiinn D*,visoon has placed an appropr 
stop.; on. l.lo:id^il■ci?:lea deceased inouiries it p^v ‘ may . 

feasible, appropriaee oxxices and Legats( Mexico City 
shou1d pl-^e^mi1^ stops with appropriate " 

e> J.^-1 or i^cw0-! agences in your terrioories.

ie

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -
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0.9 (Hw. 5.22.40

FBI

Transmit the following in
Date: May 9,. 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via ------Alrtel
(Priority)

To: AH SACS
LEGATS, . Mexico City

Ottawa

Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN •
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commss:ton of the crme, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those, 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal, law riquiring the
miinesnacce of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of uiiecntified dead is maintained, it would 
only be mmintaieed at local police departments, morgues, 
meeical :facilities, or the like. ■

Each offcce covering state capital shouldcheck to ascertain if such recoils are maintained, and . 
if so, should check records for the period foam 4-5-68, 
to date for any M^on which might possibly identify 
subject, hay warn unj.^ernirejd deceased! person over that 
period.

If there is no central record repository lm^intliicdd
in the various; states or nation?.Uy in the case of Mexico 
and Canada-, you should, in connectonn with your contacts 
with lew enforcement agencies on this case or other 
Bureau matters, make appropriatee inquiries relative to

Senl e; M per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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' 0-9 (Rev. 5-22-G4)

FBI

- . Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in ----------------------------------------------------------------- '

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Aintel_•
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

. Ottawa

From: Director. EBI (44-38861)

MURKIN •
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject . 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are J7minttieed by those.., 
agencies. it was suggested that each state may maintain '
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the ' 
iaontentn.ce of such information; and it is possible that 
if any recor'd of unidivt:ified dead i.s maintained, it would 
only be mainttiedd at local police departments, morgues, 
med.cal facilities, or the like. ■

Each, office covering state capitals should .
check to ascirtm if such records are maintained, and 
if so, should check records for the period foom 4-5-63, 
to date, for any information which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with luiidi^tbfied deceased person over that 
period;

If there is no central record repository mtntaneed 
in the vseous states or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in connuctinn with, your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or othir 
Bureau 110111x5, make appropriate inquiries relative,to . .

.ivBa^f - >(92

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ArteiJ^A11 SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa 
RE: KURKIN. ■ y

5°^^!? dead for,the Period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
fingerprintj on-such dead are maintainedf they should be 
compared with those on the Identification Order on Ray 
in05’0^ to ,eff?Gt Iden’^icntoon or nonidenttf■ication. 
Th^khou10 be handled in t^ normal course of business 
and only reasonable investigatoon should be pursued .
along these Unes. .

The Idencixccatinn Divisoon has placed an appropriate 
stop on uoldtnOifted deceased inquiries it may receive 
If feasible, approp^^ offices and Logats, Mexico City ’ 
and.Otawa shouid place similar stops with appropriate • 
state, JLocal or oal.looc1 agencies in your ttrritortes.

. , Armed and Dangerous. .

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-224.;)

Transmit the following in

Via

FBI

Date: May 9,

(Priority)

To: AH SACS
LEGATE, Mexico City 

Ottawa

From: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MUREIN •
00: MEMPHIS (44-H987)

• In order to cover the possibility that subject ■ • 
may have died sice commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maantaceed by those... 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain '
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requirng the 
munennance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of ucielntified dead is maintained, it would 
only be rnai^wed at local police departments, morgues, 
medecal ftcilttils, or the like..

Each office covering state capitals should .
check to ^eerfeiin if such records are matnttinee, and ' 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to eatl, for any infommtwn which might possibly identify '
subject Ray with ucldlntbfidd deceased person over that 
period ;

If there is no central record repository l^nintacled 
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in cocnecticn with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies, on this case or othe^?
Bureau mttlrl, make approp^iale icquir■lcl rllttHe to _ .

44./564-3/X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RETteWRonA'1 SACS a^d LAGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
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0-9 (Rev. 5-23X4!

FBI

Transmit She following in
Date: May 9, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

ViaAisiel
(Priority)

To: AH. SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City .

Ottawa '

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject 
may have died slice commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vitol Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Fedora! law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of 111100111x104 dead i.s maintained, it would 
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues, 
medical faccllites, or the like.

. Kachofci c '.' st1 capitals shouW . 
check L° ascert.u.j.n n such records are mmln•ca.:Lnei, and 
if so, should check records for the period foom 4-5-68, 
to iatf, for any information which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that 
period;

If there is no cental record repository maintained 
it thn venous states or nationally it the casn of Mexico aid Canada, you should!, it contention with your, contacts ■
with law nrforcemeinc agencies on this casn or other
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to . . 
—74-1378:392,,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Re: MUR-KoR •
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■ 0-9 (Rev. 5

FBI

Date:
Transmit the following in

Via A,rte!
.(Priority)

To: AH SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

- Ottawa

VFrom: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MUR KIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject 
may have died since conunission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
WHae ' co^ased'1 .and thdy.aavi^l^dd.thit no ce^fa:
recorcs oi umaein-xnea deceased are maintaneed by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a recor'd in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency. ‘

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
m'n of such lnf:s!•m;tlsn; and it is possible mt
if any record or umaen•cll■xea oead. is uaintil^ed, it would 
only be nmi.ntaneed at 'local police departments, morgues, 
medical ficiliiiel, or the like..

Each office covering state capitals should .
check ■to ascertain if such records are uainti.ined, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
t°aitd’fsr' tny ^prmay™ wrch might possibly identify 
subject. Ray wj.tn un:ia^int.rdia adcdisec> person, over that 
period.' ’

If there is no central record repository mintanedd 
in the varoous states or nationally in the'case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in connoetion with your contact's 
with law enforcement agencies on this CiSd or other 
Bureau ma-ters, make appropriate inquiries relative to

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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' 0.9 (Rev. 5-22-M)

Transmit the following in

Via ------AirteJ

FBI

Date: May 9, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa
■O'Womw Director, FBI (44-38831)

MUR KIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the poisiiblity that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Hee 1th, Education and 
Welfare were contaddd and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those 
a n ' It ■ ■. that h - maintain
such a record in. thur Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiting the 
«intlnancl of such inio^tion; art K is possible mt 
if any reccra of utldenti.Iied dead, is maintained, it would 
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues, 
menical faciliites, or the like..

Each omiae covering state capitals should .
check to ascertain if such records are ;mintainld, and 
if so, should check records for the period foom 4-5-68, 
to date, for> any informatinn which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unldentt.fied deceased person over that 
period. ’

If ihlre is no cental record repository ma.niaia^d 
in the varouus states or lt1ti.oially in the case of Mexico and Canada, you should, in connt?ltiii with your. contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case of other- 
Bureau imaters, make appropriate inquiries relative ,to - . „

--44-43.6 85392!

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-C,.)

FBI

' ' Date: May 9. 1968
Transmit the following in--------------------------:_____

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Ariel' 
(Priority)

To: Al SACS
LEGATS, M-Aco City

Ottawa

From: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the poisibiiity that subject - 
may have died since comnission of the crime, the U. S. , 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were coveted end they advlsed that no centra1 
records of unJ.d?ini.lua deceased are maLnranesci by those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that ' 
if any record of unidentified dead is m tistairied, it would 
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues, 
medical, facilitees, or the like..

^ch oMite covens o^ caPlk’^^ 
check to ascertain if such, records are mamtai-ned, and 
if so, should check records flor the period from. 4-5-68, 
to.di:n■..fo^.Jny ‘mi^Hon.w^ch might p^my ide.wi.fy 
subject Ray with unidemixied dncnasnd person over that 
period.'

, . If there is no central record repository muntained 
in the various states or nationally in the case of Merci.co and Canada, you should, in cinneiition with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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09 (Rev. 5-22.54)

FBI

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via ------Mxiel
(Priority)

Tc Al SACS
LEGATS, Mexico C.ty

F. From: Director, FBI (44-38361)

MURKiN ■
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidentified deceased are muiitiiead by those: 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain " 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal. Jaw requir'ug the
maintenance of such inforua tion; and it is possible that 
if any record of u^ide^iified dead is iiiitaiilld! it would 
only be imintAeed it local police departments, morgues, 
menicul ftcil.■itees, or the like.. ■

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ^certain if such records are mintt■ined‘, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any infommtinn which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with uln.deeii.f'ied deceased person over tM

If there is no central record repository im>intaie^d
in the various states. or itLiom.■J.y in the case of Mexico and Canada, you should, in counclt:io^ with your contacts 
with law? enforcement agencies on this case or other

Sent Via M Per
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AtteitOf11 SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottavn
Re: MlurkiN •
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Cnd<OCtC;:CLShOuId place simitar stops with appropriate " 
sUio, icwat or national. agencies in your ttr^iiories.
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Armed and Dangerous.
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0-9 (Rev. 5.2264)

FBI

■ Date; May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in  

• (Type in plaintext or code.)

ViiAixtel
■ (Priority)

To: Al SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

vFrom; Director. FBI (44-38861)

MUI KIN •
00: MEMPHIS (41-1987)

In order to cover the poilibility that subject 
may have died since commiis.sion of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
W:lfiie were contictod and they advised that no central 
records of unidenii.iied deceased are 5^1111x100 by those 
agencies. It was suggeseed that each state may mm attain 
such a recor'd in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it won 
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues, 
memca! faciliiies, or the like..

Each offcce covering state capitals should . 
check to tlcerttin if such records are maintained, and 
if so, should check records for the period foom 4-5-68, 
to date, for any infomiatoon which might possibly identify 
subject Ray? with unidentifiedd deceased person over that 
period.' - .

If There is no central record repository imiintainec 
in the various stales or nationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in connectini with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other 
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to

Sent Via M Per
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AFt' to AII.SACS and LEGATS, ifexico Citv Ott 
RE: MURKnr • y
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FBI

■ Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in------------------------:•

(Type ui plaintext or code)

ViQ -------Airtel____________________  ___________________________________________
(Priority)

To: Al SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa .

From: Director. FBI (44-31818501)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order- to cover the possibility that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacied and they advised that no central 
records of unideetified deceased are Kdntaned' by ■those 
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain 
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency. _ •

. There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of unidentified dead is minti:ined, it would 
only be mintaiedi at Ioc1! police departments, morgues, 
meed cal fad l iHes, or the l ke.

Each okece covering state capitals should . 
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any informatinn which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that 
period.'

If there is no central recork repository maintaneed 
in the varoous states or t^tionatly in the case of Mexico and Canada, you should, in connoctoon with your contacts 
with, law enforcement agencies on this case or other .
Bureau utters, make appropriate inquiries rllttile to J------------------------------------ ;___________44/13 1.-0.92

NmXDO

Md-

Sent Via

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AtteLtot11 SACS and LEOATS, Mexico City and ott
Re ■ Muur.kLN •

undeentf ed dead for we period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
fnge^Vns o* such dead are maintained, thoy should be 
^TEd Wh ™o3t°n thejdenificatiGH Order on Ray 
iRo'detJO effect- idenfcawon or nooidentificniion. 
TE* :!houIabe handled tn the normal course of business 
and on1y reasonable wveatagaiioii should be pursued 
along these Innes. p

j The identification Division has placed an 
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries it mav -ec 
1iieSsibIS'.aK?!:oj:?iae offices‘and Legate, Meteor 
a.n. a !'■ piace similar stops with apppopcla 
state, 10ia- or national agencies in your tirritorie
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Armed and Dangerous.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI

Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in_____________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via --- Art-el____________ ■_______
(Priority)

To: All SACS 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa
• Fom: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibiiity that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Eduuction and 
WM^e were contaceed and they advised that no cenr.! 
records of ui:iiantlfaid dacaasad are maantained by those 
igaicies• It was.suggested that each s^te may ma^tam such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the 
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of uiiianiifaid dead is maintaneed, it would 
only he mintAned at local police departments, morgues, 
meeical ficililais, or the like.

.^ch ^cee cov?ring sta*e capitals shoul<l 
check to i^certiii if such records are ma:Lntiieed, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
to date, for any inform^on which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentifiedd iacaasad person over that 
period.

If there is no ceitral record repository rmintiieed 
in the various states or iatisiilty in the case of Mexico and Canada, you should!, in coniectSon with your contacts 
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other Bur’eau maters, make appropriate i.iquir•ais relative to

44-1368-^192=1
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oirteirmorA11 SACS and LEGATS> Mexico City and Ottawa RE! MURK IN

unidentified1 dead f?r.th® period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
fng^prints on such dead are mintained, they should be 
compared with those on the Identifiaaiion Order on Ray 
in.iOrder to effect r^ntifete or oonidentification. 
Ths ®hou1d be handled in the normal course of business and only reasonable investigate should be pursued 
along these Innes.

The Identificitiot Divisoon has placed an appropriate 
sitop on unidentifidd deceased inquiries it may receive. 
If feasible, appropriate offes and Legats, Mexico City 
and+Ott?wa shou1d place simi1ar stops with appropriate 
state, lo^J. or nations agencies in your tirriiories.

Armed and Ditagerous.

2
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FBI

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in _ ______________________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _____ Airtel________________ _______________________________
. (Pri^orty))

To: Al SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Otaawa

-nW Director, FBI

MURKIN

For your information and investigative assistance, 
Sub,jvct James Earl Ray took a bartending course in 
Los Angeles, Cclifornia, during the early part of 1968, 
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968, 
he made several telephone calls to country clubs in an efffrt to obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leads 
in connect^n with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous!.

SEAROHEO____ „„.jDEXtD._..
SERALFE.ZZ^’n'i -at:::

MAY 15 1968

Sent Via M Per 
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