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REV. JAMES BEVEL, SCLD OFEICIAL IN PHILADELPHIA APPEARED
ON WCAU TV SPECIAL NEWS INTERVIEW BETWEEN HALVES OF NFL ALL STAR
FOOTBALL GAME TO STATE HE HAS EVIDENCE THAT JAMES EARL RAY DID
NOT KILL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BEVEL REFUSED TO DIVULGE
EVIDENCE TO INTERVIEWER BUT SAID HE HAD OFFERED TO DEFEND RAY
IN COURT BECAUSE ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT A LICENSED ATTORNEY, HE
WAS LEARNED IN THE LAW AND HAD SPENT MUCH TIME DEFENDING CASES IN
COURT AND HAD PUT ALL THE FACTS TOGETHER TO SHOW RAY WAS NOT
GUILTY.

BEVEL ALSO SAID ALL HIS FRIENDS DID NOT BELIEVE RAY WAS
GUILTY.

HE SAID HE WAS SPEAKING FOR THE REV. RALPH ABERNATHY AND
SCLC BUT THE PRESS INTERVIEWER SAID THAT AN OFFICIAL OF SCLC IN
ATLANTA TOLD THE NEWS MEDIA THAT BEVEL WAS UNDER PRESSURE AND
END PAGE ONE |
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’ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
T0 ;X SAC (44- ) DATE:  1/21/69
FROM : | ASAC ARNOLD C. LARSON
SUBJECT: REV, JAMES BEVEL
MURKIN N

Section Chief CLEMENT L, MC GOWAN, JR., called
at 10:10 a.m, this date and advised that captioned individual
should be interviewed immediately.

He sald that statements have been attributed to
BEVEL that he has evidence that JAMES EARL RAY did not
ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING. The interview should develop
complete detalls as to evidence or any information he has
bearing upon the murder.,

ACL: MUR | AL (3425,
(1) \/J SEARCHED INDEXED, 4
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) Buy U.S, Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

3010-108-08
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To:  SAC, Philadelphia (44-1368)
/ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

RePHteletype to the Bureau dated 1-19-69.

This will be to confirm Bureau instructions
given to you on January 21, 1969. You should immediately
interview Reverend James Bevel, of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference for complete details as to what
evidence and information he may have bearing on the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.

You should keep the Bureau advised of all
pertinent developments.

1 = Memphis (44-1987)
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Sent Via . M  Per.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION’

In Reply, Please Refer to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

January 21, 1969

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Phlladelphza news media on January 19, 1969, carrzed
information that the Reverend JAMES BEVEL, Southern Christian
Leadership Council of Philadelphia, Pa., sent a telegram to
JAMES EARL RAY stating RAY did not kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING and BEVEL, who was present at KING's death, offered to
testify in RAY's behalf,

On January 19, 1969, BEVEL appeared on WCAU-TV,

Philadelphia, special news program during the half-time of
the National Football League All-Star Game, stating that he
had evidence that JAMES EARL RAY did not kill MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. BEVEL refused to divulge his evidentiary information
but offered to defend RAY in court though he (BEVEL) was not a
licensed attorney, but was learned in the law and had had much
experience in defending cases in the courts. BEVEL said he
analized all the facts and concludeanAY was not guilty,

" BEVEL said he was speaking for his friends in SCLC
including the Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY,

The television interview said that an unnamed
official of the SCLC in Atlanta, Ga., had told WCAU-TV that
BEVEL has been under pressure and wasspeaking for himself,
not SCLC. .

The following is a verbatim tape transcription of
the KYW Television news, 1l p.m., January 19, 1969:

Eleven o'clock report in color with BERT ROSELL
and the eyewitness news team,

ROSELL: Good evening. There is a bizarre twist of
events today in the case of JAMES EARL RAY.
RAY is accused of kzllzng Dr. MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR., and goes on trial in Memphxs, Tenn.,

March 3. The Reverend JAMES BEVEL is Director of Non-vxolent

c/ A 1365 -SH
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Education and Direction Action for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was with XING when the
civil rights leader was gunned down. BEVEL says that RAY

is innocent and has offered to serve as RAY's attorney, free
of charge. I talked to BEVEL this afternoon at his Phila-
delphia headquarters.

ROSELL: Reverend, how do you know that he is not
guilty?
BEVEL: Well, in terms of gathering evidence, being

present, studying the whole problem of men
being murdered, how it is done, from
all the logical conclusion and evidence that I have gathered
my conclusion, based on the knowledge, in terms we built it
to experience, knowledge to the sense that the five senses
and even the sixth sense, my conclusion is that JAMES EARL
RAY did not kill Dr, KING.

ROSELL: What evidence do you have to support your
conclusions that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent?

BEVEL: Well, I would not like to get into my
evidence and my information in terms of
that because if he asks me to take the case,

and I don't know whether he will or not, for me to give

that information now would not be to his advantage.

ROSELL: Why have you held back this long in offering
your services and proclaiming the innocence
of JAMES EARL RAY?

BEVEL: Well, I don't know, probably because I
have never (pause) I was involved in
developing as I am now, because I was in
a movement here in Philadelphia and I just haven't thought
in terms of offering this free kind of service to him.
When I started thinking about this particular predicament,
then I thought abOuteeessenes
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

The following is an interview of Reverend JAMES
BEVEL by JAY SILVA, over television station WCAU, Philadelphia.
This is the local CBS affiliate. The announcer was RON
MILLER. The person interviewing BEVEL was JAY SILVA.

MILLER: Reverend JAMES BEVEL of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) says he will keep
the evidence he has which he says would prove

that JAMES EARL RAY did not assassinate Dr. MARTIN LUTHER XING, if

RAY does not accept BEVEL's offer of legal representation,

Reverend BEVEL sent a telegram to RAY yesterday offering to

represent him in court without a fee, The telegram added,

"I was present on April 4th at the Lorraine Motel when Dr.

XING died. You have been accused of murdering him; of course,

I know you aren't guilty." Today, newsman JAY SILVA asked

Reverend BEVEL about the proof he says he has concerning

RAY's innocence.

BEVEL: Number one, based on the evidence that I have in
terms of the incident that took place and based
on the opinion of all of my friends, I don't
. have a friend that I know that thinks that he did it. I thought
(inaudible) that the man is not guilty and have come to my
conclusions, and based on my evidence.

SILVA: What speczfzcally is the evidence that leads you
to this conclusion?

BEVEL: At this time, I don't want to tell about that
because if I was going to defend him, you see, then
I would have to present that information to the
jury. So, I would not go into the details of my evidence at this
time because I would have to deal with that with the jury.

SILVA: You say that you have specific evidence that shows
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING,

BEVEL: Mhm.

SILVA: Then, do you have any idea who did, that shows

JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. =~ VICTIM

BEVEL: Mhm.
SILVA: Well then, do you have any idea who did?
BEVEL: - Now, I am not a district attorney. It is the

responsibility of the district attorney to find

out who killed people., And it is the responsibility
of the defense attorney to prove that a particular person is not
guilty. So that, in the way the courts work, it is never the
responsibility of the defense attorney to prove who did kill
someone., It is his job to defend the person who has been accused,
that they are not guilty.

SILVA: You said you would defend JAMES EARL RAY without
any fee. Are you a lawyer?

BEVEL: No, I am not a licensed lawyer. I have handled
cases in court for the last few years. I have been
in court quite a bit and I have handled most of my

cases, The other thing is that I do know the law.

SILVA: The one thing that intrigues is, why have you held
back this information for so long?

BEVEL: Well, number one, I hadn't thought about offering
him my services. Now, the reason I, like I said, when
you bind information together then you can come to

conclusions. The first I said, he is not guilty. The next

thing I said, he needs a good lawyer. He needs the best lawyer

that the country can afford, And, of course, that means a

lawyer who has knowledge enough in that situation and who knows

the law., He needs a lawyer that can convince the jury that he

is not guilty. And that's why I offered him my services, because

I was interested in his having the best possible lawyer with the

maximum amount of knowledge in law to defend him before the

jury, because the jury and the country pretty much has

resigned the motion that the man is guilty and they are just

waiting to have a lynching party with him, you know., It is

very difficult at this point considering the emotional attach-

ment to Dr, KING that most people had, to have a fair trial.

SILVA: Do you speak for yourself on this issue?
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

BEVEL: For my friends? Ah, yes, my friends, RUTH
BASCOMBE, BEVERLY ERIC, REVEREND SHEPPARD,
DU BRADY, REVEREND ABERNATHY, MRS. ABERNATHY,
MRS. KING, ANDY YOUNG.

SILVA: - Do you say Reverend ABERNATHY agrees with you?
You said your friends come to the same conclusion
as you have.

BEVEL: I don't have any friends who ever told me that
EARL RAY was guilty.

SILVA: So, inasfar as you know, Reverend ABERNATHY
agrees with you.

BEVEL: Certainly, in terms of his position on him and X
Just talked to BERNARD LOVIER who is our Program
Director and I pointed out that if RAY would give
me the case, he would help me to do a lot of the research and
defend him.

MILLER: In Atlanta, Georgia, a spokesman for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference said he, Reverend
BEVEL, has been under a lot of pressure recently.

Since Dr. KING's death he has gone into a deep depression

and if he sent the: telegram, he is speaking for himself,

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agencys; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

- 5% o

S R (o (K D o S B L T R . LRt s - o et S e he

. cacE [INDER E.O. 14176

Y A



4

Transmit the following in

Via

—

-

FD%6NRev. 9+27-6%) ‘
v ‘

FBl

Date: 1/21/69

(fypg in plointext or code)

AIRTEL . REGISTERED MAYI
' (Priority)
e e o e e S e e i e o et e e e e A e it e e e o s
To: Director, FBI ATTENTION:
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Subject: MURKIN

GJCR [CEL I VRA-65 (] CRA-64
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{3 BM [ BM-Threats [JRacial Matters
O Klan () Organization l

Summary of Complaint:
Remytels 1/19/69.

Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of a
self-explanatory LHM. Info copies furnished Memphis and
Atlanta. |

3 - Bureau (Enc. 3) (RM) : \

2 - Memphis (Enc. 2) (RM) ‘
1 - Atlanta (Enc. 1) (RM)
2-—--Philadelphia
(1)~ u44-1368
JRW/‘]):BR 100-4%71394 (SCLC)
8 )y $2erened
jv,?;,_gﬁ Suilzd - i 22 P
’ I dy od 4
ACTION: UACB: Fiizd . /?W

) No further action being taken and

LHM enclosed ;;_‘] Copy furnished to USA
LHM being submitted ’

1 Report being submitted Y.
(T Preliminary investigation instituted ’5//7/ /365 =575
(] Limited investigation instituted

Approved: Sent M  Per
Special Agent in Charge
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WF 1928~PRI advised 1/14/68 that Reverend JAMES BEVEL
at an SCLC meeting recently held at Frogmore, S. C., wanted the
Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY of SCLC to step down in favor of the
Reverend JESSE JACKSON. WF 1928-PRI also said BEVEL was returning

‘to Philadelphia to create a furor in the next four to six months.
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TWENTYONE SIXTYNINE. /7/1/*/3 éF-

NINE ONE NINE NORTH EIGHTEENTH STREET, PHILA., PA. AGENTS WAITED

BEVEL STATED HE WOULD TELEPHONE CONTACTING AGENTS ON ONE TWENTYTWO
1
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RE MY TELETYPES DATED ONE NINETEEN SIXTYNINE AND O
REVEREND JAMES BEVEL INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AT HIS RESIDENCE,

THIRTY MINUTES FOR BEVEL WHO WAS HOLDING A MEETING IN THE NEXT
APARTMENT..

BEVEL STATED HE WAS EXTREMELY BUSY AS HE HAD APPOINTMENTS
THROUGH ELEVEN PM, ONE TWENTYONE SIXTYNINE. BEVEL STATED THAT HE
HAD PROOF OF THE INNOCENCE OF JAMES EARL RAY AND THAT SINCE THE FBI
WAS THE PROSECUTOR AND HE WAS INVOLVED WITH THE DEFENSE, HE FELT
HE SHOULD NOT FURNISH THE INFORMATION. ruxrxé?saggvgiggf1§%ﬁkﬁimﬁz§
SENT TELEGRAM TO RAY ON SATURDAY, JANUARY EIGHTEEN SIXTYNINE, AND
AS 'YET HAS RECEIVED NO ANSWER. BEVEL STATED HE PLANS TO CALL

i
PERCY FOREMAN,ESmme ATTORNEY FOR RAY/ AND OFFER HIS SERVICES.
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S adoise
~PEBURNEOH=ENPORMNEION-TF FOREMAN ACCEPTXP HIS OFFER. IF FOREMAN
DOES NOT ACCEPT HIS OFFER HE PLANS TO DROP ENTIRE MATTER AS HE
FEELS HE HAS NO MORAL OBLIGATION TOWARD RAY TO PRODUCE HIS EVIDENCE
' OF RAY'S INNOCENCE IF HIS OFFER OF HELP WAS REFUSED.
BEVEL STATED HE WAS AT .LORRAINE MOTEL ON THE GROUND UNDERNEATH
BALCONY AT THE TIME KING WAS SHOT.

" PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN R ADVISED TODAY HE SPOKE TO BEVEL WITH
OTHERS CONCERNING BEVEL'S STATEMENT ON RAY'S INNOCENCE. DURING
DISCUSSION WITH BEVEL IT WAS THE GENERAL FEELING OF THE MILITANTS
THAT RAY WAS GUILTY AND BEVEL SHOULD EITHER FURNISH WHAT EVIDENCE
HE HAS OR KEEP QUIET.

BEVEL TOLD THIS GROUP HE HAS NO EVIDENCE BUT THAT HE FEELS
THE "SYSTEM" TS KILLING A MAN NOT WORTH ANYTHING WHILE THIS MAN
KILLED A GREAT MAN. |

BEVEL STATED THAT IF HE IS ALLOWED TO DEFEND RAY HE WILL
BRING OUT EVERYTHING THAT THE "SYSTEM" DID TO CAUSE THE DEATH
OF KING.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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PAGE THREE
PH 44-1368

BEVEL ALSO STATED HE FEELS THIS IS A METHOLD TO REJUVENATE
SCLC IN PHILA. AS SCLC HAS FALLEN OFF TO ALMOST NOTHING IN PHILA.
IN CONNECTION WITH THIS BEVEL STATED HE IS TO RECEIVE A CHECK BY
WESTERN UNION FROM SCLC, ATLANTA, FOR FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS.

Approved:; Sent M Per.
Special Agent in Charge
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926PM 1-21-69 URGENT JLK

T0 DIRECTOR 44-38861 (CODE)
FROM PHILADELPHIA 44-1368 3P

MURKIN
REMYTELS DATED ONE NINETEEN SIXTYNINE AND ONE TWENTYONE SIXTYNINE.
REVEREND JAMES BEVEL INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AT HIS RESIDENCE,
NIME ONE NINE NORTH EIGHTEENTH ST., PHiLA., PA. AGENTS WAITED THIRTY
MINUTES FOR BEVEL WHO WAS HOLDING A MEETING IN THE NEXT APARTMENT.
BEVEL STATED HE WAS EXTREMELY BUSY AS HE HAD APPOINTVMENTS THROUGH
ELEVEN PM, ONE TWENTYONE SIXTYNINE. BEVEL STATED THAT HE HAD PROOF
'OF THE INNOCENCE OF JAMES EARL RAY AND THAT SINCE THE FBI WAS THE
PROSECUTOR AND HE WAS INVOLVED WITH THE DEFENSE, HE FELT HE SHOULD
NOT FURNISH THE INFORMATION. IT WAS POINTED OUT TO BEVEL THAT THE FBI
DID NOT PROSECUTE ANYONE BUT ALWAYS MADE EVERY EFFORT TO OBTAIN ALL
FACTS AVAILABLE. FURTHER, BEVEL STATED HE SENT TELEGRAM TO RAY ON
SATURDAY, JANUARY EIGHTEEN SIXTYNINE, AND AS YET HAS RECEIVED
NO ANSWER. BEVEL STATED HE PLANS TO CALL PERCY FOREMAN, ATTORNEY FOR RAY

END PAGE ONE sziiii;;?ijiiff::::>
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PAGE TWO
PH 44-1368
TONIGHT, AND OFFER HIS SERVICES. BEVEL STATED HE WOULD TELEPHONE
CONTACTING AGENTS ON ONE TWENTYTWO AND ADVISE IF FOREMAN ACCEPTS a
HIS OFFER. IF FOREMAN DOES NOT ACCEPT HIS OFFER HE PLANS TO DROP ENTIRE
YATTER AS HE FEELS HE HAS NO MORAL OBLIGATION TOWARD RAY T0 PRODUCE
HIS EVEIDENCE OF RAY'S INNOCENCE IF HIS OFFER OF HELP WAS REFUSED.
BEVEL STATED HE WAS AT LORRAINE NMOTEL ON THE GROUND UNDERNEATH
BALCONY AT THE TIME KING WAS SHOT. '
PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN R ADVISED TODAY HE SPOKE T0 BEVEL WITH OTHERS
CONCERNING BEVEL'S STATEMENT ON RAY'S INNOCENCE. DURING DISCUSSION
WITH BEVEL IT WAS THE GEWERAL FEELING OF THE MILITANTS THAT RAY WAS
GUILTY AND BEVEL SHOULD EITHER FURNISH WHAT EVIDENCE HE HAS OR KEEP
QUIET.
BEVEL TOLD THIS GROUP HE HAS NO EVIDENCE BUT THAT HE FEELS THE
"SYSTEM™ IS KILLING A MAN NOT WORTH ANYTHING WHILE THIS MAN KILLED
A GREAT MAN.
BEVEL STATED THAT IF HE IS ALLOWED TO DEFEND RAY HE WILL BRING
OUT EVERYTHING THAT THE "SYSTEW" PID TO0 CAUSE THE DEATH OF KING.
END, PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE
PH 44-1368

BEVEL ALSO STATED HE FEELS THIS IS A METHOD TO REJUVENATE
SCLC IN PHILA. AS SCLC HAS FALLEN OFF TO ALMOST NOTHING IN PHILA.
F IN CONNECTION WITH THIS BEVEL STATED HE IS T0 RECEIVE A CHECK BY
WZSTERN UNION FRO‘M SCLC, ATLANTA, FOR FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS.
END |
WA .. .EFH
FBI WASH DC
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PLAIN TEXT
TRLETYPE URGENT

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)
FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)
IN,

ON JAN. TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYNINE, MR THREE THREE EIGHT R
ADVISED TRAT JAMESBEVEL OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE (SCLC), ACCOMPANIED BY YOUNG MALE NEGRO, CEDRIC MOORE,
. FORMERLY OF MENPHIS, NOW OF PHILADELPHIA, PA., ONE (FNU)
RUTHERPORD, SCLC GENERAL MANAGER, AND (¥NU) NIXON (PHONETIC),
FORMER CANPAIGN MANAGER OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY OF COMEDIAN
DICK GREGORY, WERE IN MEMPHIS, TENN, ON NIGHT JANUARY TWENTYTHREE,
SIXTYNINE., BEVEL CLAIMED TO HAVE CONFERRED FOR SEVERAL HOURS
JANUARY TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYNINE, ON EIGHTH FLOOR OF PEABODY HOTEL
WITH JAMCS EARL RAY'S ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, AND LATER FORBMAN
AND BEVEL CONFERRED WITH RAY IN SHELBY COUNTY JAIL. AT ABOUT TEN
P.X., BEVEL CALLED PRESS CONFERENCE AT CLAYBORN TEMPLE AME CHURCH,
AT WHICK HE INVITED DELEGATES TO NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
MID-WINTER COMFERENCE, THEN MEETING IN MEMPHIS, BEVEL CLAIMED
THAT HE WAS CONVINCED OF RAY'S INNOCENCE IN KILLING MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. CLAIMED AMERICA IS TRYING TO LYNCH RAY, CLAIMED SCLC.

1 ~ ME 170-70-Sub(ME 338-R)

1 ~ MK 187-166 (SCLC) . - K vj}

FE-/3¢7 $/7
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max o ,,

PRESIDENT, REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, I8 ALSO CONVINCED OF RAY'S
INNOCENCE. HE RKFUSED 70 FURNISH THE BASIS FOR HIS STATEMENTS,
OTHER THAN TO CLAIM HE HAD "PROPHETIC POWERS," nxmmnn |
THAT HIS CONVICTIONS REGARDING RAY'S INHOCKNCE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED
BY HIM WITH ABERNATHY AND OTEER SCLC LEADERS AT A RECENT SCLC

RETREAT IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND HE HAD CONVINCED mxm: HAD PBOO!‘ ‘

OF RAY'S INNOCENCE, INDICATING THAT HK IS MAKING THESK CHARGES
WITH ACQUIESCENCE OF SCLC LEADERS. |
AIR MAIL COPIES TO ATLANTA AND PHILADELPHIA.
.

-3
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEI:I.T OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
File No. ‘

January 23, 1969"

JAMES EARL RAY3y '
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM

fy

. Reverend James Bevel was interviewed at his
residence, 919 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on

January 21, 1969. The following are the results of this
interview: :

1

GROUP 1 '
Excluded from automatic
downgrading and
declassification

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM

FB1 AUTOMATIC DECLASSTFICATION GUIDE {w Ha)o) 3 68-5719
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Reverend JAMES BEVEL was interviewed for ten minutes
at his residence. le stated he’ was extremely busy as he had
appozntments through 11:00 p.m, that day. While the inter-
view was in progress, a woman asked BEVEL if he could speak
to a member of the press. BEVEL told her to tell the person
on the, telephone he was tied up until .1Y:00 p.m.

BEVEL stated he had proof of the innocence of JAMES
EARL RAY in connection with the murder :.of his good friend
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. BEVEL referred to KING as one
of his closest and dearest friends. BEVEL stated that since
‘the FBI was connected with the prosecution and he was involved
with the defense, he felt he should not furnish this information.

It was pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI is an
investigative agency and does not prosecute anyone. It was
also pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI is as 1nterested in
proving a person's innocence as proving a person's guilt,
BEVEL was advised the FBI was interested in obtalnlng and
‘'proving all facts possible during any investigation.

BEVEL stated he sent a telegram to RAY on Saturday,
January 18, 1969, and as of the date of the interview, he
had recelved no answer to his telegram. BEVEL stated in #
connection with this he planned ‘to call PERCY FOREMAN, Attorney
for RAY on the night of January 21; 1969, and offer hzs services
in connection with RAY's defense.

BEVEL stated he would telephone the contacting agents
on January 22, 1969, and advise if FOREMAN accepted his offer.
BEVEL stated if FOREMAN does not accept his offer to aid the
defense, he, BEVEL, plans to drop the entire matter as he feels
he has no moral obllgatlon towards RAY to produce his evidence
of RAY's innocence if his offer of help is refused.

It was pointed out to BEVEL that if he had evidence
of RAY's innocence, 1t should be brought to the attention of
the court, BEVEL again stated he would do so only if he was
allowed to be part of RAY's defense.

BEVEL stated that at the time MARTIN LUTHER XING

e~ LON IAE;-——-- ' 1
On_1/21/69 ot__Philadelphia, Pa. Z Fileg_Philadelphia 44-1368

SA RALPH C. HAMNER and RN
by__SA EDWARD M. COLE EMC:kpb Date dictated 1/ 22/89
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was shot at -the Loraine Motel in Memphia, he was standing
on the ground underneath the balcony where KING was shot.
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JAME'S FARIL RAY R
MARTIN LUTHER XING - VICTIM X

On January 22, 1969, Special“Agent Edward M.
Cole telephonically attempted to contact Reverend Bevel
at approximately 2:30 p.m. The person answering stated
Reverend Bevel would not return until 6:00 or 6:00 p.m.

On January 21, 1969, a source who has furnished ?
reliable information in the past advised he with others
spoke with Bevel concerning Bevel's statement on ‘the
innocence of James Earl Ray. This f£roup, including the
informant, are considered "mxlxtants" ‘by Revel. During
the dxscusszon with Bevel it was pointed out to Bevel
that the general feeling of the militants is that Ray
was guilty of shooting Reverend Xing and that Bevel should
furnish what evidence he has or keep quiet. ‘ lg;E:;;‘~

Bevel told thxs group he has no evidence but that
he feels ‘the "system" is killing a’'man worth nothing while

this man actually killed a greater man.’ 'Bevel stated that

if he is allowed to defend Ray he, Bevel, will bring out every-
thing that the "system" did to cause ‘the death of King. N

Bevel also stated he feels this is a method té rejuvenate
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in Philadelphia,
as SCLC has fallen off to almost nothihg in Phlladelphla.

In connection with this, Bevel stated he is to receive a
check by Western Union from SCLC, Atlanta, for $500. j;i;i;;;*

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agencys; it and its. contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency. e .
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In Reply, Please Refer to » . . 3
File No. .+, January 23, 1969 " ' '
! 4 o 1, ! »
I; ‘; T\' 5 . i /
V rf ;', il
' Title JAMES EARL' RAY:~
' MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM
i ]‘ ;“’. :é"a“:(
Character Rt j
' o fi

Reference Memorax{aﬁﬁi,'déted and captioned as
above 4t Philadelphia, Pa.
| PR
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A1l sources (except any listétli,\'bliow)' whose;\ identities ‘ﬂ
are concealed in referenced communication bave furnished reliable -
infoxrmation in the past. | A ;

| ¥ ' } N

~n
- g

A."De'classi;’.’; <l pe rr
, eau
re plip— COPE .

'
P

‘This document contains neither recommendations not c'onclus!ons of the FBI, It {s the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its ¢ontents are not to be distributed outside

your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 fRev, $+22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via

-’

.
! e &
*

“

FBI
Date: 1/23/69

{Type in plaintext or code)

e e — o —— —— — bves WA S —

AIRTEL
(Priority)
————————————————————————————————————————————— L N _Sontt S N S PO -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM:, SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-1368)(P) ;

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Philadelphia teletypes dated 1/19/69 and 1/21/69.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 1l copies of
an LHM titled as above. .

; Copies are being furnished locally to MI, NISO,
08I, Secret Service, and USA, EDPa. N\

One copy of this LHM is being forwarded Atlanta for
information since Atlanta is 00 in SCLC. Two copies are
being furnished Memphis since Memphls is 00 MURKIN.

This LHM is classified confzdentlal to protect
identity of PH 897-R since PH 897-R and one other indivadual
were present when BEVEL made this statement. PH 897-R
continues to furnish excellent information concerning racial
and security matters.

Source utilized in the LHM is'PH 897-R.
When interviewed on 1/21/69, agents had to wait

30 minutes for BEVEL because BEVEL was holding a meeting in
the next room.

3

D IFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM
5 - Bureau (RM) (Encs. 11) | AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
3 - 44-38861 oA 3/15/as
~ 1 - 100-438794 (SCLC) ; <
1 - 157-10808 (JAMES BEVEL) BY: T TE i &
1 - Atlanta (SCLC) (Info) (RM)(Ene. 1) " /364 SY7
_ Memphis (55-1987) (MURKINORM)  (Enes. St~ ~——
Philadelphia Sefialized 722535
@ 44-3987 (MURKIN) /368 T
100-47184% (SCLC) Iadoxed gy
T = I57-1715 (RACIAL DISTURBANCES - MAJQR URBAM AREA) 7

1l ~ 157-2979 (JAMES BEVEL) <
roved: _ 1 = 170~53 (PH 8397-R) Sent

C:XPb (X33ecigl Agent in Charge ' " inite
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For the information of Atlanta, BEVEL is
currently employed at the Health and Welfare Council,
Inc., 1428 Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., telephone
CE 2-9911.
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- 2/23/69 '
, Qcte

. ‘Reverend JAMES BEVEL was interviewed for ten minutes
at his residence. MHe stated he was extremely busy as he had
« appointments through 11:00 p.m. that day. While the inter-
view was in progress, a woman asked. BEVEL if he could speak
to a member of the press. BEVEL ‘told her to tell ‘the person
on ‘the telephone he was ‘tied up until 11:00 p.m.

_BEVEL stated he had proof of the dinnocence of JAMES
EARL RAY in connection with the murder of his good friend.
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER XING. ' BEVEL referred to KING as one
of his glogest and dearest friends. BEVEL stated that since
the FBI was connected with the prosecution and he was involved
with the defense, he felt he should not furnish this 1nformatxon.

It was pointed out ‘to BEVEL that the FBI dis an
investigative agency and doesinot prosecute anyone. It was
also pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI ds as lnterested in
proving a person's innocence as proving a person's.guilt,
BEVEL was advised the FBI was interested in obtaining and
proving all facts possible during any dinvestigation.

BEVEL stated he sent a telegram to RAY on Saturday,
Japuary 18, 1969, and as of the date of the interview, he
had recelved'no answer to his telegram. BEVEL stated in
connection with this he planned to call PERCY FOREMAN, Attorney
for RAY on the night of January 21, 1969, and offer his services
in connectlon with RAY's defense.

BBVEL stated he’ would telephone the contacting agents
on January 22, 1969, and advise if FOREMAN accepted his offer.
BEVEL stated 1f fOREMAN does not accept his offer to aid the
defense, he, BEVEL, plans to drop the entire matter as he feels
he ‘has no moral obligation towards RAY to produce his evidence
of RAY's innocence if his offer of help is refused.

It was pointed out ‘to BEVEL that if he had evidence
of RAY's innocence, it should be brought to the attention of
the court. BEVEL again stated he would do so only if he was
allowed to be pavt of RAY's defense. !

-

BEVEL stated that at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING

i
1. i
- "-
»
‘v

On.1/21783 ot Philadelphia, Pa. File#_Philadelphia H4-1368 =490
SA RALPH C. HAMNmf”'And b , | o "
by .SA EDWARD M. COLE %[ ' EMC:kpb Date dictated 1/ 22/69

This docyment ‘contains weither recommendations nor ¢conclysions of the FBI, u i the property of the £81 gad Js logned 1 yovt Qgency
‘it gnd its contentsare not to be distribyted outside your-vgency.
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.was shot at the Loraine Motel in Memphia, he was standing
on the ground underneath the balcony where KING was shot.
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Rev. Bevel Plans Legal Fight
To Defend Rdy.at His Triql|

By CLAUDE LEWIS
Of The Bulletin Staff

The Rev. James L. Bevel, of the - case. Afterward, accord-
Ehe Southern Christian Leade~ IN8 to.him, Foreman {gforme

 ter, talked with Foreman fhr

hip Conference, said today he Judge Battle that Mr.™ Bevél
is “more convinced than ever” 1S the most prepared legal
that James Earl Ray Is innocent mind with a substantial amoun
of the assassination of the Rev, 0! evillence and the ability t
Dr. Martin Luther King. ‘be 4n advocate of the law o
I Mr. Bevel, who visited Ray Justice to represent Ray.”
for an hour in the Shelby Coun- COUrts Rapped
ity Jail last week, said at a press Mr. Bevel charged that the
‘conference here he intends to ®Quris of Tennesses.are aansti
“seek justice” for the accused tutionally illegal “hecause the
iller despite a ruling by Mem- S. Constitution guarantees|
flhis Criminal Court Judge W.the accused the right to choose
eston Battle barring him from!his own counsel.
rticipation in the case. i Mr. Bevel said he will at;
Judge Battle ruled that ac|tempt to get a license to defend
cording to Tennessee law, aRay. If he is unsuccessful, e
" idefender not living in the statethen plans to try to enjoin tie
seeking to participate in a casecourts from what he term{d
in’a Tennessee court must have “their illegal activity.” ‘
‘a license to practice’law from °“In any case,” Mr. Bevel
‘ahother bar association i or thesaid, “before Ray goes to court
state Bar Association, In addiiin March, I do intend for him
. tion, Mr. Bevel, who is not zto have the counsel of his chojce
“Jawyer, would ‘have to be pre-iWhO is Rev. James Bevel.” -
sented to the bar by a practic; Mr. Bevel who was a strong
ing lawyer in Tennessee. influence' and close associate of
Role Outlined , Dr. King’s, is an' advocate of|
i Mr. Bevel has often defendithe philosophy' of non-viclence.
ed himself and other rights He has stated that he did
workers in southern courtrooms,not come to the aid of Ray sobn-
“7The 32-year-old director of non-€r because “I hadn’t prepared,.
violent education and direct ac-to be responsive to him..But
tion for SCLC said that bothI thought ‘here’s a man sit-
Ray and his attorney, Percyting in jail who shouldn’t be
vForeman, have requested thatthere. I couldnt be agains
Vhe join in Ray’s defense *as anhim.” P
| advoemteanot_as_a_yktnes ’

. Mr. Bevel, a Baptist mink- -

| more than seven hours about|
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P | . Charges Lack of Gu(,mld,\l,.
DR { = Srectat fo The Xew Yorc Times ). §
7 PHILADELPHIA, March 1w
e - ‘The Rev, James Scvel charged
‘here today that police officials,
~ - of Memphis had_Enowan.about
’ : a plot to_assassinate Dr, Kingt
o bt took no special precautions;, -
s oo ito guard him, ‘
o . 1} Mr. Bewel, dircctor of non-

. iviolent education and direct ac-

- * | ition for the Southern Christian
e 'Leadership Conference, insisted
ooy ‘that “there definitely was a
LT o ¢ 1 'conspiracy” to murder Dr, King.
: o + .He_made the charges in_anl,
inferview vith Claude “Lewis,?
‘;«..,_... s g eemeree e ‘—‘ w}
il 2 reporter for The Philadelphia, o

ha .. .=  Evening Bulletin, oo
ST o v Mr Bevel said that the cone

‘e

PN

“mow

. “Jeged plot'a couple of days be-

ifore Dr., Xinz arrjved in Mem- ' .
i S o

result of a mistake made by

Temphis postal authorities.
“ A lelter addressed to a white

woman was delivered to & Ne-
gro woman of the same name .
who lived in another section '
of Memphis, Mr. Bevel said. .
The letter, he added, contained :
“the relevant and pertinent ine <,
formation that Dz. King was to '
St bxefassassinatcd while in Mem« |
. :. p ls.” . e S
S ¢ Mr. Bevel said the letter'was /
SIS immediately turned over to the .

! L Memphis police, but no special -
g security measures were placed. ’
Ao, o taround Jthe -Lorraine Motel, | '
: wnere Dr. King was slam.==~" .

.
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3-20-69
AIRTEL
Tos SACs, 44-1987 . 2)/
iladelphia (44-13 , C
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

Enclosed for Memphis and Philadelphia are two copies
of an article vhich appeared in the "New York Times'"™ on March 18,
19689, concerning statements made to the press by Reverend Ja-os
Bevol an official of the Southern Christian Leadership

Conference (SCLC) in PHiladelphia.

Memphis should review this article and determine
through review of office files or inquiry at the Memphis
Police Department if information exists to support or refute
the statements of Bevel.

Memphis sullM to Bureau and Philadelphia conceraing
all information developed relative to the newspaper article.

Copies of this communication and article sare being
provided to Philadelphia in the event it becomes necessary to
interview Bevel at 2 later date. Philadelphia should not
interview Bevel until so imnstructed by Bureau.

H

O SERRCHED, ‘\'D:XI'D ‘
SER‘AUZJ:DMILED

‘ Al MAR2 11089

. FBI—PHUADELPHIA _/
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

Menphis, Tennessee
Maxch 21, 1969 ‘

RE: JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CR - CONSPIRACY

_An article appearing in the Marech 18, 1969,
edition of the "New York Times,” a daily mewspaper published
at New York, New York, contained an article datelined
March 17, 1969, at Philadelphia, which states that Reverend
Janes Bevel, identified in the article as Director of
Non-Violeat Kdwoation and Direact Action for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, has indicated that "there
definitely was a couspirasy” to kill Dr. Xing. This
article quotes Rev. Devel a8 saying that as & result of
% nistake made by Memphis Postal Authorities, a letter
addressed to & white voman was delivered to a Negro woman
of the sane name who lived in another part of Memphis,
This letter, he stated, contained the "relevant and
pertinent informmtion that Dr. Xing was te be assassinated
while in Memphis.™ Rev. Bevel further states that this
letter was immediately turmed over to the Nemphis Police
but that no mpecial mecurity measures were placed around
the lorraine NMotel, at which place D, Xing was killed.

On March 21, 1969, Imspector N. X. Zachary,
Nemphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, who was in
charge of the Homicide Bureau at the time Dr. Xing ws ;
killed, advised that he as never heard of such a letter
and that at no time during his dnvestigation of the Xing
wurder was it ever called to his atteation that such a
letter ad ever existed.

On March 31, 1969, Inspector Don Buith, Nemphis
Polioe Department, Memphis, Tennessee, who was in charge
of security arrangements for Dr. King's visit to Mesphis
on April 3, 1968, advised that when he met Dr. King and
AT TR > 74
SEARCHED oe.. . INDEXED
SERIALIZED, . e FILED ovscmm
~ MAR?24 1969

,”  FBl=—yPHILADELPHIA
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RE: JAMES EBARL RAY:
Drr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - YVICTIK

hix associates at the Memphis Alrport om April 3, 1968,
he inquired of Dr. King as to his plams for his stay in
Nemphis in order that necessary security messures might
be put into effect., Inspector Snith said he was told by
Rev. James lLawson, Pastor of the Centenary Methodist
Church, Memphis, and who was ome of Dr. Xing's associates,
that Dr. Xing's plans had wot been fully made and that

he was unable to furnish Inspector Smith any informatiom.
Inspector Smith said that when Dr. King left the Memphis
Alrport, he (Inspector Smith) had nmo idea of the ‘
destimation and that he "tagged along™ to find out where
they were going. He said that as soon as Dr. Xing arrived .
at the lorraine Motel, hs called for sdditiomal officers
and had them posted in the vicinity of the lorraine lMotel.

Inspector Smuith stated that he s never heard
of & letter such as the one described by Rev. Bavel, and
he doubts that such a letter ever existed. )

On March 21, 1969, Mr. Louis Peels, Postal
Inspector's Office, Memphis, Tennesses, advised that he
s no informmtion in his pessession to indicate that

such & letter as the one desoribed by Rev. Bevel ever existed.

This document contains neither recommendationms
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and iz loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distribured ocutside your agency.

a%
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3/21/09

AIRTEL

T0: DIRECTOR, ¥BIX (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P
SUBJECT: MNURKIN :

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies and for
Philadeiphia 2 copies of an LHM pertaining to statements wade
by Rev. JAMES BEVEL, as reported in the iarch 18, 1969,
edition of the "New York Times."

Fo further investigation is being vonducted im

this regard,
Alrtel |
o~ "‘w": ‘
Teletype - ~ / - ‘5;?7
oL o ( ) 4) . SEARCHED —INDEXED
@)- ‘mm‘}:ll’hi* (Encs. 3)  *M— SERMH?:AQARO ';I;;DSQ
Memph AM.S.D.  F81-p PHILADELPHIA -/
JCH:jap Spec. Del. '
(6) ( 4
‘Reg. Malil /C
Fegistereq
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Date: March 26, 1969
Transmit the following in

- (Type in plaintext or code)

Vig Airtel

(Priority)

T L e 87 Tl o oo VR Wi g ek e e Sl i S, N T You ol e Vil Wt Yy . Vel S AN o T . i St Yt e S e P, e o b, et S e A R . e o e S e ST e S e Tk e e e s . e

TO:  SAC, Philadelphia (44-1368)
V FROM: Director, FBI :
MURKIN ’

ReBuairtel dated 3/20/69 and Memphis airtel to Bureau dated 3/21/69)

Philadelphia should immediately interview Reverend James Bevel,
an official of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, for all
‘information in his possession regarding his statement ‘in the "New
York Times' on 3/18/69 that a letter was turned over to the Memphis
Police on approximately April 3, 1968, ‘which contained ‘information that
Martin Luther King was to be assassinated while in Memphis, ,

This matter ‘mist be'thoroughly resolved and Philadelphia should
set forth appropriate leads based upon interview with Bevel.

Keep the Bureau fully advised of all developments.

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (info)

. A B P DS
(- Crle pap

Sent Via
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WAS  FBI PHILA
1130P} 3-27-69 URGEAT JLX
10 DIRECTOR, JASHINGTON FIELD -OFFICE, ATLANTA, AND MEMPHIS  (PLAINTEXT)

WFO VIA WASHINGTON |
FROM PHILADELPHIA ‘u{-lsss :

SURKIN o ! 4 : x

REBUAIRTEL THREE TWENTYSIX SIXTYNINE.

RETEL INSTRUCIED PHILA TO IMYEDIATELY INTERVIEW REVERIND JA“ES
BEVEL SCLC OFFICIAL CONCERNING ﬁxs STATEXENT IN “NEW YORKX TIMES™ THAT
LETTER WAS TURNED OVER TO MEMPHIS PD APPROXIMATELY FOUR. THREZ SIXTY-
EIGHT CONTAINING INFORMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER XKING WAS TO BE
ASSASSINATED WHILE IN MEMPHIS.

i

MEMPHIS PD KNOWS NOTHING OF LETTER.

BEVERLY STERNER, GIRL FRIEND OF BEVEL ,TELEPHONICALLY ADVISCD THIS
DATE BEVEL WAS OUT OF TOWN AT A MEETING FOR APPROXIMATELY ONZ UEZX.
SHE STATED SHE WOULD ATTEMPT TO CALL BEVEL AND HAVE HIY CALL PHILA.
SHE WAS TOLD FBI WOULD TALK TO HIM WHEREVER HE WAS LOCATED.

ATLANTA, MEMPHIS, AND WFO CONTACT SOURCES TO DETZR™INE 2IVCL'S
LOCATION AND IF THERE IS ANY SCLC CONFERENCES. 4“54/;"’53“5a’552%;?
END

YA-++.JDR R RELAY %
> FBI WASH DS o ' ~

A q SERI~T 127 ‘ :
b _ \\\{;5{,\\4/ / R271360
Ponpmodt, | ) 1 P PHILADEL, . |
&“m”““‘:'aékiﬂﬁﬁltj“’g¢L‘““‘“3;&«J%:§§:'”7‘527%§ T

l
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FBI PHILA

FBI ATLANTA

1122PM URGENT 3/28/69 LWG

T0 DIRECTOR, WASHINGTION FIELD, PHILADELPHIA
FROM ATTANTA (44-2386)

MURKIN

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAST.
ATLANTA SOURCES CONTACTED THIS DATE AND ADVISED BEVEL
IS NOT IN ATLANTA AND WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN. TO THEM, ALTHOUGH
SUPPOSED T0 BE IN PHILADELPHIA WHERE HE RESIDES.
CONTACT BEING MAINTAINED WITH SOURCES AND IF LOCATED IN ATLANTA,

WILL BE INTERVIED.,
S B L S~ 5RO

AM COPY TO MEMPHIS. "
T ANDEXED e

JLED
781369

ax “";W__—LP%"—N‘“"

,—4"_-—-—"/
bere .

END

»
&

CRR

e

FBI PHILA

+#7
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TELETYPE

URGENT

~ - — ~
N

3-28-69

URGENT

0’)

3-28-69 | BN

" T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861), wz-'o, ATLANTA AND MOBILE

FROM MEMP

WHILE IN MEMPHIS,

MURKIN,

(44-1987) 1 P

13

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL 70 BUREAU MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAST.
'FOR MOBILE'S INPORMATION, BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT
nnv JAMES BEYEL, SCLC OFFICIAL, BE LOCATED AND INTERYIEWED CON-
CERNING HIS STATEMENT IN NEW YORK TIMES THAT LETTER WAS TURNED
'OVER TO MEMPHIS PD APPROXIMATELY, APRIL THREE, SIXTYEIGHT,
CONTAINING mromuox THAT mn'rm LUTHER KING WAS TO BE KILLED

MEMPHIS PD HAS NO KNOWLEDGE THIS LETTER., '
'BEYEL I8 NOT NOwW IN MEMPHES BUT INFO AVAILABLE TO

4

MEMPHIS INDICATES ABERNATHY OF SCLC 1S TO BE IN ATLANTA MARCH
TUENTYNINE NEXT AND ALSO THAT NUMEROUS SCLC- OFFICIALS ARE TO

BRVEL.

END
JCH

(2),

gBN

t

P,

' MEET AT MONTGOMERY, ALA, ON APRIL FOUB NEXT.

ATLANTA AND MOBILE ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW

1
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FBI PHILA

FBI CHICAGO

254PM DEFERRED 4-4-69 BCK

T0 DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, MOBILE, PHILADELPHIA,
NEW YORK AND ATLANTA (44-2386)

FROM CHICAGO (44-1114) 1P

/ x»u{ (5 9-25 T

MURKIN

RE ATLANTA TEL APRIL THREE LAST.

CONTACT WITH AVAILABLE SOURCES IN CHICAGO AREA FAILED
TO REFLECT JAMES BEVEL PRESENTLY IN CHICAGO., INVESTIGATION
CONTINUES.,

END
SMW 44— 3 bg -5 33
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FBI PHILA ' .

5:48 PM URGENT 4/3/89 VsC

TO DIRECTOR 44-388s61, CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, MOBILE, PHILADELPHIA AND
NEW YORK J

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386

MURKIN

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MARCH TWENTYEIGHT, "SIXTYNINE.
ON APR. TWO, 'SIXTYNINE, A T THIRTEEN EIGHTYSEVEN DASH R
ADVISED DURING PRESENT WEEK THERE WAS RUMORED AMONG MEMBERS SOUTHERN
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE STAFF THAT JAMES BEVEL, DIRECIOR,
NON-VIOLENT EDUCATION, SCLC, HAD RECENTLY COMMITTED HIMSELF TO A
HOSPITAL IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A REST AND SEEK WHATEVER MEDICAL ATTEN-
TION MAY BE NECESSARY., SOURCE UNABLE TO SUBSTANTIATE THIS INFO
OR PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS; HOWEVER, POINTED OUT MEMBERS OF SCLC ;
STAFF FROM TIME TO TIME IN PAST HAVE EXPRESSED OPINION BEVEL'S ACTIONS ‘
SUGGEST HE IS IN NEED OF MEDICAL TREATMENT.
SOURCE HAS NO INFO BEVEL IS OR HAS RECENTLY BEEN IN ATLANTA.
WILL REMAIN ALERT TO INFO INDICATING WHEREABOUIS,
IN VIEW OF FOREGOING INFO, IT IS SUGGESTED CHICAGO, NEW YORK
AND PHILADELPHIA CONTACT SOURCES FOR INFO BEVEL MAY BE HOSPITALIZED
IN ONE OF THOSE CITIES.
END
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FD-36 (Rev, 5:22:64) . .

FBl
Date: 4/8/69

Transmit the following in

(Type in plointext or code)

r—._—,—-:————-———_—;

Via_ AXRTEL ] ATRMA IL
(Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) .

'FROM: SASj MOBILE (157-2627) (P)
RE: MURKIN /& /- 25~ 74~ * )t N%«MM

‘Re Menmphis teletype ‘to the Bureau, 3/28/69.

Contact with available sources in Mobile Division,
coverage -of MARTIN LUTHER KING Memorial, 4/4-5/69, and
demonstrations at Alabama State College Montgomery, Ala.,
3/29/69 to present, failed to reflect JAMES BEVEL presently
in Mobile Div, Investxgation continues,

Bur eau

Atlanta (Xnfo):
Chicago (Info)
Menphis (Info)

New York (Info) '
Philadelphia (Info)

@-ﬂv‘-ﬂ»—_ﬂ'i—iw

2 = Mobile
CG:crb
(10)
* : >
Y —1267F3
sﬁi%iiw '
&Rmunm Rﬂfzf37£
APR 1 01069
_FBI—P5ILADELPHIA
s T TE
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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WASHINGTON 11 NEW YORK @5

»ﬂf/:‘:

448 PM URGENT 4-180-69 ECK L

10 DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND NEW. YORK (CODE)
FROM PHILADELPHIA (44-1368) 2P

MURKIN

RE BUREAU AIRTEL MARCH TWENTYSIX LAST, AND ATLANTA TEL
APRIL THREE LAST.

REF AIRTEL INSTRUCTED PHILA TO INTERVIEW REV. JAMES
BEVEL OF SCLC FOR INFORMATION IN HIS POSSESSION REGARDING HIS
STATEMENT IN "THE NEW YORK TIMES™ ON MARCH EIGHTEEN LAST,
THAT A LETTER WAS TURNED OVER TO MEMPHIS POLICE ON |
APPROXIMATELY APRIL THREE, SIXTYEIGHT, WHICH CONTAINED INFORMATION
THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS TO BE ASSASSINATED.

REF ATLANTA TEL STATED RUMORS WERE THAT BEVEL HAD
RECENTILY COMMITTED HIMSELF TO A HOSPITAL IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A
REST AND SEEK WHATEVER MEDICAL ATTENTION MAY BE NECESSARY.
END PAGE ONE

SENT BY CODED TRLETYPE Y
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s

Fr
PH 44-1368
PAGE TWO L-A

PH EIGHT NINE SEVEN - R ADVISED THIS DATE THAT HE HAD
BEEN AT BEVEL'S APARTMENT AND AT SCLC HEADQUARTERS AND THAT
ONE LOCAL OFFICIAL OF SCLC STATED BEVEL WAS IN NEW YORK BUT
THAT SCLC WAS KEEPING QUIET. ALL OTHER SCLC PEOPLE ADVISED
SIMPLY THAT BEVEL WAS OUT OF TOWN.

NEW YORX ATTEMPT TO LOCATE HOSPITAL AT WHICH BEVEL 1S

| LOCATED BUT DO NOT INTERVIEW WITHOUT BUREAU PERMISSION.

IT IS FELT BEVEL SHOULD NOT BE INTERVIEWED IF HE IS
IN A MENTAL HOSPITAL BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE EMBARRASSMENT TO THE
BUREAU.

IF BEVEL IS LOCATED IN NEW YORK, THE FACT THAT HE IS
IN A MENTAL HOSPITAL MAY BE EXCELLENT MATERIAL FOR COUNTER-
INTELLIGENCE .

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE WHETHER OR NOT BEVEL IS
T0 BE INTERVIEWED IN HOSPITAL.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS.
END
WA...odDR
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