














Airtel to SAC, Philadelphia
Re: Murkim
44-38861

interviewed for any information he may possess concerning
Ray or the King assassination. Results should be set forth
in form suitable for dissemination to the Department of
Justice and the HSCA. This matter should be expeditiously
handled in view of anticipated termination of the HSCA in
early 1979.
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1 was sent to the drugstore, to the
un shop, twice to the place that sokl
Jjbinoculars, to taverns. Late aftert
~noon I was sent to a gas station to
check out the car, to get air in the
spare tire. I did that and drove back -
.toward the rooming house or South
Main. The place was filled with po-

TERA'Y RETURNED to the narrativél

" lice, blocking off the street. Some--

thing had happened and I knew I

had to get out of there, [ was a fugi-

-tive and I could noi afford to get

stopped by the police. I turned down -
@ street before the rooming house

and started to drive away. [ was later

told that a police officer waved me

.on through but I don’t remember

that happening.” .

I asked Ray where he went. He
said, “I began to drive toward New
Orleans. I had the car radio on and
the announcement came that King
thad been shot. It was dark by then. -

“[Maybe about seven o’clock when 1

heard that news. But even then I
[wasn’t sure about what had hap-

ned. I didn't even know that the -

rraine Motel was behind the

" rooming house. I didn’t know King

was staying there. I didn't even
know that King was in town.”

I asked Ray when he determined -
for the first that he had some in-
-yolvement with the events that led
to Dr. King’s death. “Well, I kept on
driving and then the news report
came over the radio about King be-
ing shot and the suspect, a white
man, had escaped from the area in a

hite Mustang. I was driving a whitd .

ustang. I had just left the area. It;

asn't hard at that time for me to-put;
JWWo- and two - together -and -decide”

ﬁ:

J

thatIwasit” . = % “F.otdotp
RAY SAID, “Then I just wanted to'’

get far away from Memphis. I had

good reasons to leave. I wanted to get |{

, away from the police. A convict, a -.
. fugitive wanted for killihg King: 1

didn’t think I had a chance. Anyway,
even if I did I still owed time to Mis-
souri and there would be the addi-
tional time for escaping. I had to get

-away before I was caught by the po- )

lice or anyone else.” oA
According to Arthur HanesJr., -

. (Ray’s first defense lawyer) Ray was

fleeing for his life. “He knew all of a
sudden that he was in deep trouble. I
think it was not just the authorities

" Ray feared. He was afraid that Raoul”
-. (the man Ray says recruited him to

participate — unwittingly — in the

" killing) or Raou!’s friends might kill -

£

him. He knew by then, of course, -

- that he’d been set up and he feared

that as an important link to the kill-
ers he imposed a real threat. He was -

.afraid that they would kill him.”

v CERTAIN ELEMENTS of Ray’s ex-+

1
¥

planation of the events are'subjectto |
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re s gee
! _'dewalk’ ‘Why dxd he not Just thmw,
them in the Mustang parked a few
‘lleet away? The gratuitous placemen
y Ray of evidence that would, with:
out doubt, lead to him is mexphca-
ble. Ray’s narrative of the events has
the virtue of offering a rauonal ex-
‘planation.

If Ray had discussed the character-
_istics of the rifle that he had pru.
chased from the Aeromarine Supply
Company with another who consid-
ered it to be unsuitable for the in-
tended use, and then Ray exchanged
the rifle for a more accurate or more
‘powerful weapon, his narrative
takes on an added authority.

~ DOES IT NOT SEEM likely that had
Ray purchased the rifle with the
- intent of using it to murder Dr. King,
would he have not sought to com-
.plete that task expeditiously so that
“the salesperson might be less likely
to identify him later? Yet Ray, for
-some reason, did return-to exchange -
. the weapon for a much more power-
ful and accurate one. :

Ray has told us of his view of the'
‘transaction with the Aeromarine
Supply Company in Birmingham.
"Robert Wood and Donald Wood were
‘proprietors of the company on

March 29, 1968. Wood fully corrobo- -

.rates Ray’s narrative and provides,'
" as well, details which tend to con-
_firm essential elements in the narra-

tive. i
. WOOD SAID that Ray looked oversa
-'number of rifles, seemed confused
By the array of rifles available, and
1ppeared to know even less about:
Meer hunting.-Ray selected ‘a Re«

mmgton Gamemaster

P cies

-1 During the afternoon, .Wood r
.Ceived a telephone call from Ray
vrho said that he required a “heaviey
gun” and that he wanted to exi
change the weapon he had just pur-
chased for a more' powerful one.
-Wood agreed. He was, however, puz-
-2led since the weapon he'd sold earli-
er in the day was more than ade-
quate for deer hunting. .
Wood said that Ray réturned the
"following morning and chose a more
.powerful weapon, a Remington 30.06

: r;ﬂe.

RAY'S ACCOUNT of the transac-
tion at Aeromarine was confirmed
-both by Donald Wood and his father
Robert Wood. Only the mysterious
Raoul can corroborate or challenge

.Ray’s account of why he exchanged

weapons and risked a second visit to

.the location of his first overt act in
-the murder of Dr. King. We are left
-to ponder this question — Why did

Ray exchange rifles unless someone

~advised him to do so after hé had

made the initial purchase?

" Ray's explananon whether tuth

. ful or not, claims the virtue of being

reasonable. It also enjoys another
distinction. During the nine years’

‘that have passed since that day it

remains the only explanation of the

prolonged transaction. -

Tomorrow: two eyethnesses who
may have seen the real assassin. .
33+ From the book."Code Name Zorro,” by Mark Lane].
imd Dick ‘Gregory. Copyright ¢ 1977 by Mark Lene &
Ihck Gregory. | Published bLPrenuce-Hall Ing., En
Wood Clitfs, NJ. © -

—

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176










{
op

v

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: Sac,

SUBJECT: MURKIN

. 12/21/76

PHILADELPHIA (44-1368) (ASACL)

Re Bureau airtel to Philadelphia, 12/9/76.

The files of the Philadelphia Division fail to
reflect any information identifiable with SARAH B. EBERLY.

The Lancaster Telephone Directory fails to
contain any listing for SARAH B. EBERLY

The Lancaster Suburban Directory sets forth a
listing for one SARAH B. EBERLY at 460 Hawthorne Drive,

Lancaster, Pa.

Before the agent could ring the bell, the

door was opened by a white female, approximately sixty

years of age.

SA HINDES identified himself and displayed — _.o—-

his credentials and was immediately invited into the

'gyreSLdence.

g

. The above individual acknowledged that she was

Mrs., SARAH EBERLY and she was asked if she had recently
sent a letter to the Director. She replied, Didn't you
check my fingerprints?” In response to an inquiry as to
why it would be necessary to check her fingerprints, she
stated, "I don't believe that you are an FBI Agent". SA
HINDES then permitted Mrs. EBERLY to re~examine his

credentials.

Mrs-

QI
SA HINDES being at her residence. She was advised that- éh B
Director desired to acknowledge the receipt of her let
and obtain any infommation she might have concernlng the

-Bureau
Philadelphiﬂ

EJH:amr

- DS S0

EBERLY then inquired as to the reason fo;

RV dalis
T HEr— Lt nal
(44-1368) (ASACL) [ foRthe, -

:f_mxu
/) A /‘/000 0o
S (e ;
Mot
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PH 44-1368

captioned matter. Mrs. EBERLY then inquired if the

FBI maintained files. She was advised that this was correct
in certain matters. She then indicated that she was an
informant.

Mrs. EBERLY then .gtated that she had been con-~
tacted in 1968, on two different occasions, once by a
single agent and once by two agents. She then mentioned
the fact that SA HINDES was not present at either of those
contacts. Mrs. EBERLY was advised that it is not unusual
for Bureau personnel to be transferred on occasion and
that SA HINDES was not assigned to the area in 1968. 1In
addition, Mrs. EBERLY was unable to recall the nmames of
the agents who allegedly contacted her.

Mrs. EBERLY further commented that after she was
previously contacted by the FBI, she underwent psychiatric
and shock treatments.

Mrs, EBERLY then proceeded to berate SA HINDES
for his lack of knowledage of the pmevious contacts with her
and stated that she mentioned in her letter that she would
not speak with anyone without being certain as to his
ientity. She then stated "I don't believe that you're-an
agent", With this comment, she then picked up a newspaper
and proceeded to read it, indicating that she desired to
terminate the interview.

It would appear that Mrs. EBERLY suffers from some
type of a mental disorder and has acknowledged that she has
received treatment for this condition. It is quite possible
that she may direct additional correspondence to the Director.

In view of the foregoing information, the Philadelphia
Division does not contemplate any further contacts with
Mrs. EBERLY, UACB.

2%
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MRO@71 WA CODE

7:40PM NITEL 7-38-76 CMB

TO aLL SACS

FRQY DIRECTOR (1@2-108670) .

MART IN LUT HER KING, JR.s BUDED AUGUST 9, 13976,

REBUTEL TO ALL SACS JULY 28, 1976,

FURTHER DISCUSSIONSSWITH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASKD
FORCE HAS RESULTED IN THE FOLLOWING CHANGE REGARDING
REPﬁdDUCTION OF FIELD OFFICE SERIALS IN THE MURKIN INVESTI-
GATION, AS OUTLINED IN REFERENCED TELETYPE.

IT ”ILL BE NECESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY
DOCUMENT IN YOUR MURKIN FILE IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HAS
BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ, THIS WILL INCLUDE BOTH DOCUMERNTS
RIGINATING IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD
DIVISIONS, ANY DOCUMENTS IWN YOUR MURKIN FILE, COPIES OF
WYICH HAVE WOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIH@ MUST BE REPRODUCED IN
THEIR ENTIRETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ,

IT IS WOTED THAT THIS FIRSZ PAGE SﬁOULD CONTAIN THE FIELD
OFFICE SERIAL NUMBER IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN
MAKE A COMPLETE CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF EACH FIELD
OFFICE SERIAL.

EiD e eS8/
i 0\7(0 | J SEATCHED,.. . IOBXED. ]
W} S Wi |
X ] eA :7 H/VM !
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PAGE THREE
PH 26-40535

WHEREABOUTS WERE UNKNOWN SINCE DECEMBER SIXTYNINE, HOWEVER,
NO FUGITIVE WARRANT OUTSTANDING,

ON JULY TWENTY THREE LAST, A WHITE NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE
FORD MUSTANG, TWO-DOOR HARDTOP, BEARING NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT
GEORGIA LICENSE ONE DASH D DASH SIX THREE SIX FOUR SIX AXND
VIN FIVE F ZERO SEVEN F ONE ZRO EIGHT FOUR SIX FIVE, WAS
EXAMINED BY BUAGENT, VEHICLE IOCATED IN FOURTH FLOOR, SIAY
SYSTEM GARAGE, PHIIA,, PA, VEHICLE EXAMINED FOR PURPOSES
OF DETERMINING IF IN VIOIATION OF ITSMV AS ABANDONED ABOVE
GARAGE SINCE SEPIEMBER THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT BY
UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL,

AT REQUEST OF MERCELL RANDOLFH, CHAIRMAN, PHILA CHAPTER
SCIC, BUAGENT MET WITH HIM AND GELLER WHO SHOWED BUAGENT
WHERE VEHICLE IOCATED, RANDOLFH STATED BELIEVED VEHICLE
POSSYBLY CONNECTED WITH MURKIN CASE AND DESIRED FBI
CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF VEHICLE CONNECTED.
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PAGE FOUR
PH 26-40535

RANDOLPH VAS ADVISED FBI ATLANTA HAD RECOVERED MUSTANG VEHICLE
IN MURKIN CASE AND INSTANT VEHICLE BEING EXAMINED FOR SOLE
PURPOSE OF RESOLVING WHETHER VEHICLE STOLEN AND TRANSPORTED
INTERSTATE, UNLESS HE HAD INFO CONNECTING VEHICLE TO MURKIN
MATTER, NOTHING DETERMINED 70O BE ALTERED ON VEHICLE AND NO
RECORD NCIC RE VEHICLE OR FLOYD.

RANDOLPH SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED PHITADELPHIA FBI OFFICE AND
ASKED IF FBI PLANS TO CONDUCT INQUIRY RE POSSIBLE CONNECTION
WITH MURKIN CASE, HOWEVER, HE FURNISHED NO CONCRETE REASON
WHY FBI SHOULD DO SO, OTHER THAN FACT ABOVE VEHICLE MEETS
DESCRIPTION OF ONE USED IN SIAYING, IS FROM ATIANTA, GA.,

AND ABANDONED FOR AIMOST TWO YEARS. RANDOLPH WAS ADVISED
KING SLAYING OCCURRED APRIL SIXTYEIGHT AND INSTANT VEHICLE
ABANDONED PHILA SEPTEMEER SIXTYEIGHT, AND NO CONNECTION
BELTEVED TO EXIST,

FARLY MORNING HOURS JULY TWENTYFOUR INSTANT, SAC
NEWSPAPER CONTACT ADVISED RANDOLPH AND GELLER INTEND TO HOID
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PAGE FIVE
PH 26-40535

PRESS CONFERENCE MORNING OF THIS DATE AND BELIEVES INTENDS
TO CREATE ISSUE RE ABOVE VEHICLE,

IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT LOCAL SCIC INTENDS TO USE VEHICLE
AS MEANS FOR OBTAINING LOCAL PUBLICITY ALTHOUGH IT HAS NO
FACTUAL INFO TO OFFER RE MURKIN MATTER,

PHIIA WILL FURNISH BY SEPARATE CORRESPONDENCE TO
ATIANTA RESULTS OF VEHICLE EXAMINATION SO THAT APPROPRIATE
GEORGIA AUTHORITIES MAY BE ADVISED IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE
WANTED STATUS OF VEHICLE OWNER,

PHILA POLICE DEPARTMENT NOTIFIED OF ABANDONED STATE OF
VEHICLE SO THAT APPROFRIATE ACTION MIGHT BE TAKEN RE ITS
RECOVERY, |

PHILA WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF ANY PERTINENT

DEVELOPMENTS .

MAIL COPY MEMPHIS,
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2/5/70
AIRTEL

T0: ' SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

\FROHé- Director, FBI (44—38861)

MURKIN | |
RePHairtel 1/15/70 and BuLab report 2/2/70.

Referenca is made in Philadélphia airtel 1/15/70 to a
Memphzs letter dated 1/5/70

i Bufiles do not indicate copy of such letter was
directed to Bureau. If not furnished Bureau previously,: do so
. now or submit eppropriate communication for dissemination if
. szformation invelved indicates such action would be advisable.

1/ - Philadelphia (44-1368)
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PH 441368

He advised that whcn Mr. VINSON from the Department

 of Justice went to England to seek the extradition of RAY,

he, GORDON, wrote a letier to VINSON in care of Scotland
Yard drawing the paraliel stated sbove. However, he never
recelved a reply from VINSON or Scotland Yard, but he

did recelve a reply from the U.S5. Embassy advising him
that hls information had been furnished to Mr. VINSON,

GORDON was quéstioned as to whether he had ever
visited the FBL Offlce in New York and he stated he had.

- However, he said he did not belleve he was very well
~accepted because he believes same of the agents in that

office, along wilth agents in other Governmcnt agenciles;
are controlled by the Mafia. : .

GORDON stated he is a fprmer Bchool teacher from

" New York City, presenbly retired, and that he had been

expelled from the Teachers Unlon because he falled to
submlt to a physlcal examination, He later changed his
mind and submitted to the examinabtlion with the result

© that the Psychiatristts report indlcated he was paranolc,

which he described as his belng crazy without his knowing
it

In conclusion, GORDON advised his main purpose
in viglting thils office was to request that the Director
be furnished with the above information in the hope the
Director would confer directly with President Nixon and
request a Special Qommisslon simllar to the Werren

“Commission he appolnted to completely check into the

killing of Docbor MARTIN LUTHER KING.
'GORDON 15 described as folbws:

Height . 5ipY

Weight B 165 1bs.

Race White

Age _ About 68

Hair - . : ‘Black, graying

Philadelphla indices prove negatlve on GORDON.

The above infogmdtion ip being furnished to
your office for inforféblon purpo
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