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FBI RICHMOND ,

FBI BALTO

300 PMURGENT 4/23/68 JMW

TO ..RICHMOND

FROM BALTIMORE (44-669)

MURKINI RE JAMES EARL RAY '

ANONYMOUS FEMALE CALLER ADVISED . BALTIMORE POLICE DEPART­

MENT THAT ABOUT FIVE P «M^ 'APRIL TWENTY LAST, SHE OBSERVED 

INDIVIDUAL WHO FITTED DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY' OPERATING ' 
' L/C

NINETEEN FIFTY-SIX FADED GREEN-PLYMOUTH, VIRGINIA LICENSE 
. A 3. 2 6' 9'2
A THREE T’WO S1:x ,NI^E.JWO^^COuR/ INDIVWUAL WAS DRIVJGG NORTH 

ON ROUTE. FORTY, VICINITY ABERDEEN, MARYLAND. HE WAS WEARING 

SUNGLASSES AND PULLED HAT .DOWN OVER'EYES WHEN HE NOTICE:! CALLER 

LOOKING AT HIM. ' , • .

RICHMOND DETERMXNE IF OWNER OF PLYMOUTH IS IDENTICAL WITH 

RAY. MAIL COPY SENT TO. MEMPHIS.

'ARMED AND' DANGEROUS

NKB.

END, ’

4 ’
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4-23-658
Transmtt the following in----------------------------------------------- .---------- .---------------- :--------------------------------------------- !

(Type in plaintext or code) ।

Via TEELTYPE___________ URGENT _________ f
(Priority) .

TIME URGENT 4-23-658 INITIALS

TO NORFOLK

FROM RICIDOD) (44-657)

MURKIN; RE JAMES EARL RAY

RE BALTIMORE TEL TO RICfflOOND, APRIL TWENTYTHREE, INSTANT.

BALTIMORE ADVIL S3 EID ANTONYMOUS FEMALE CALLER ADVISED

BALTIMORE PD THAT ABOUT FIVE PM, APRIL TWENTY LAST, SHE OBSERVED 

INDIVIDUAL WHO FITTED DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY OPERATING 

NINETEEN FIFTYSIX FADED GREEN PLYMOUTH, VA. LIC. A THREE TWO 

SIX NINE TWO FOUR. INDIVIDUAL WAS DRIVING NORTH ON ROUTE FORTY, 
VEONITY ABERDEEN, MD. HE WAS WARING SUNGLASSES AND PULLED . 

HAT DIOWN OVER EYES WHEN HE NOTICED CALLER LOOKING AT HU.
, DMV RECORDS,^(HOON), VA., INDICATE THIS LIONISE ISSUED-.

TO PAUL DARDEN/GOLDEN, TWO TWO FOUR FOUR LYNN RD., VIRGINIA 
BEACH, VA./F’OR FI3TYFTE! PLYMOUTH SEDAN. NORFOLK DETERMINE IF 

OWNER OF/pLYMOUTH IS IDENTICAL WITH RAY. MAIL COPY SENT

MEMPHIS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. gl
END

1 - Memhis (44-1.987) (AIRMAIL)
1 - Riclmiond
REB/1nm SEARCHED_______ _
T2ft SEARCHEDr^^------------ 77^(77----------------------A-------------------------------------SERIALIZED

INDEXED....Approve,
V\/V\A

Special Ageat.in..GKmgfi„,.
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4/23/68’

AIRIEL

TO: DIRECTOR, rn (44-38888361)

FROM.; SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -P-
MUHKJN ,

Re Albany airtel to Bureau, 4/12/68.
RE: Laundry Marks

. AT QUANTICO, VA. :

On 4/17/68, Mr. C. F. MEEKS, Marine Retail 
Otlet, Btildirg 2011, Marine Corps Schools, advised 
SA JOSEPH A. AMRHEIN, JR., that the Thermo-Seal mark­
ing- machine listed as assigned to this building is 
not here. He suggested the Post Laundry as being 
the only-place, on this base having such a machine.

On 4/19/^68, Capt. DENNIE DAMON, in charge 
of Bolding 2011, MSC, advised SA AMRHSIN that this 
building has never had any Thermo-Seal machine in it.

On 4/19/68, Capt. PHILIP CISNEROS, Post 
Laundry, MCS, advised SA AMRHEIN that his records 
show that he has a Thermo-Seal marking machine assigned 
to. him with serial number 32665. He stated that he has 
never used laundry marking 02B-6 or -2B-6 on any of 
his clothing. This is not a Qiantico laundry marking. 
His markings are usuaaiy a number, a letter, and than 
another number, for example 77K6. This indicated 
ticket number of 77, k for the name of the person 
handling the laundry, and 6 for the number of pieces 
in this bundle. He stated that he did not know of any 
organization in this area who would use such a designation.
3 - Bureau
2 - Mwhis 
1^- Albany 
2y- Ricimion 
REB:sw SEARCHED-, 

- SERIALIZED.
INDEXED__  
FLED
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RH 44-657

In addition to the above, he stated he has 
three other Thermo-Seal machines, serial numbers 34431, 
34433, and 32669.

Examination of the tapes of these machines 
failed to Indicate that any of them put out a short 
tape, that is, cutting off any letters or digits.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

-2-
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4/23/68

AIRTEL

TO! DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38&51)

FROM: . SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -P-
MUKD

, ■ Re Washington Field airteX to Bureau, 
4/18/68.

RE: Look-Mile to Artist Sketch'

Re airtel indicated that Mrs. JEROME POLAHA, 
Aringom, Va., had telephonicO-ly advised Washington 
Field that her husband had recognized thejartist sketch 
of unsub as a former college schoolmate,.X

On 4/18/68, Mr. JEROME pOakA. 2413 Utah
St., Arington, Va., advised he/Viewed the photo of 
the artist sketch of the unsut/which had appeared in 
the "Waahington Dlly Newsu/4/17/68i and that this 
sketch reminded him of a person whom he knew at the 
University of Nevada who was in the Class of 1963. 
He could not recMl this person’s name but recalled 
he was approximate^ 5*7", smU build, with brown 
hair, and that he recalled this individual was one 
of the few persons who owned an MG at the time.

Mr. POLAKA was shown a photograph of the 
subject and stated that there was no resemblance 
between this person and the Unversity of Nevada 
graduate who resembled the artist sketch in the 
newspaper.

In view of,the above, no further efforts 
are being made to identify this individual.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3 - Bureau
2 - Memmhis 1 

Rictmond 
:sw 1 STRJALIZED 

INDEXED,- 
PIRED_
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 V 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :

FROM :

SUBJECT:

ALL AGENTS

SAC, RICHMOND) (44-657)

MURKIN

DATE: 4/23/68

, Re SAC memo to all agents in captioned 
matter, 4/19/68.

Bureau has advised that subject JAMES 
EARL RAY should be considered as a possible suspect 
in any unsolved bank robberies, burglaries, or 
armed robberies (possible ITSP violations) occurring 
after April 23, 1967. RAY should also be considered 
suspect in any future such violatoons and the Bureau 
should be advised telephonicaily of any tentative 
identiflcatioi.

. . .Any .pertfc»nt leads developed during. reviw
of past violatoons should be expeeitiously run out 
and title Bureau advised.

. Subject’s handwriUng and handppinting has
not been identified in bank robbery-note file and 
his fn?geiei:mts are .being seiche! against latere.......... 
submitted i.n unsolved bank robberies and bank violatoons.

The Bureau has also inst:ulctep that all 
criminal informants and appropriate racial and se'cuuity 
inoormants should be contacted concerning subject. '

The Bureau reminded that ALL LEADS IN THIS • CASE 
MUST BE COVERED WITHIN 24 HOURS AND ALL LEADS MUST BE 
SET FORTH BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE. .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

1 - SAC
1 - ASAC
1 - Mr. Wagner
1 - Mr. Humphries
1 o- Mr. Tror
!_- Each Agent ; J..  
pa. RiLcimiond (44-657)
REB:sw x
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FD-3S0 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clippmg in Space Below)

I Reported Activities of Ray, ' 
i4Galt’ Seem to Be in Conflict
; MEMPHIS, Tenn. IT - ERL 
; agents have been given a new 
identification for the main they 
seek in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr-., but the 
new identification seems to 
have muddted even moire the 

, mystery of who fired the single

' At the time Gait was attend- 1 " Ray was examined^ g^Stota
ng a bartending school in. CaBaLHflspital No. 1 at FuMi, Mo.,

' shot that' kilted King here the
' nilj!tht of April 4. - •

1 The FBI issue * ' 'hie FBI iesuad o conspiracy5^
warrant last Wednesday, for 
Eric "Starvo, Galt. Two days

fornua, a duplicate driver’s li­
cense was matted t:o him at a 
roommg house in Birmingham.

The woman who r,uns the 
roommg house her'e said the 
mam' to whom she rented a 
room just three hour’s before 
King was slain had a Southern 
dr-awl. The FBI said Galt liked 
country1 and Western music and

lot:ar the agency said a com­
parison of fingerprints found in 
the King investigation s-eveated 
that Galt in reality was James 
Earl Ray, a 40-year-old es­
capee from a Missouri prison..

A .murder warrant issued 
her-e in Galt’s name sub-.

t drank beer and vodka.
t Io Jeftesson City, an inmate 
of the Msssouri prison, who

• fr-om Sept 8, 1966, t;o Oct. 17, 
i 1966. Dr-. Donald B. Peterson, 
■ hospital superintendent,' said 
I they had been asked only to da­
t tes-mOee whether Ray was men-- 
j tally capable of standing trial. 
t “He showed' oo more ner-- 
I vsuioess than tha average par­
]. son awaiting ts-ial,” Di-. Peter-' 
" son said.. “He .wee.. rather re­
’ served, but we just didn’t find

(Iodicate page, name of 
aacepapet,.city and state.)

6

RICHMOND. VA.

said he “ran around" clta 
Ray, said Ray, listed as a na­
tive of Illinois,- did not have a 
Southern accent.

“Jim didn’t drink:, except 
little prison home I brew,“ said’ 

.the convict, who asked not to 
be identffted. “He never talked 

cabsat himself very much and

I anything unusual. '' .
a ‘-‘There, was .nothmg in his 
; mental makeup or bockgsound 
[, to indicate anything but a rt-- 
i/cidivistic .habitual criminal’

whose crimes were all ossoci- 
oted with moneys. We didn’t 

tfind anything t;o indicate he 
Awas a killer or had tendencies

I to kill." Si eaqUantly was emended to
I carry the name of Ray..
I The second i0antitu•e0ls oau.'-Y-Tm—----- ------------------,^ .'heptad said R0u had “ns hi
' the tatest m 0 saries of puzzles: expressed OOU liking fir i lucalatiaes or iHusions, was si
I which hove sur■roulod(od the few O/.-f. or danring and he was ' - ------------------ J -­
known focs of the ®^ght to gamble:’’ . 
vastlgatian. g g-

! • Witnesses whs. said they sow! Go- ,eeamiX7tha dOaC- f ' and onxious end ot times 
. the alleged ^rin mjte spamls^ cOsf him I ehowa0 mild daprassions, but
' roommg tose from which tto ingJeSe0aei’ California’ aldwHaot of psychotic proportions/’
, fetal-bullet wos fired said he gtoH«>0 m 0^^^Rayp’IQ was 10^ os 105, 
’ appeared to be batwean 26 and; he .pad ^Oh^ ^owim-

i The official report from th

I ented as to time, plaice and pert-
t00 ugrn to gombe. , : Ison.” His “moodi effect” w'as

I Ga it seemingly was e free! Scribed gs “somewhat t^re 
■ • land onxious end ot times

Ray’s IQ was listed' as 105i,

( 32i‘years of age. The FBriiMustang?. that is ^w 
J Wednesday announcement said 1

Musamg
pounded in Atlanta, and ottand-1

considered normi'al. '
In a separate psychooDgccal 

report, Dec. 20, 1966, for tee 
Missouri State Board of Proba­
tion and Parote, Ray was ra-

। wedoesday aooouncemleitL said po n e -nUnni ' t 
' Gilt had given his birth date as iedthe b01^^ oiik ” the I 
• July 20, 1931, which would, '. “He was tigh* ^ri
1 make him 36. The FBI Fridaym-ME^ur1 c^vctyht money '
! saLd. Ray was.40. ______ ' _ : “Bo^Awucantt^ bug you ' ‘complanss, such as pain in thej
: Th. FBT also said Galt was even a few ceoti’ hed &ug you i.^ plexus [pit ofpahe stom-

1 ^rhl. tnr.hveardia franid heart!

ported to have a numfer of I

The FBI also said Galt was
1 said to be an avid dancer and 
' took dancing lessons m New 

Orleans in 1964 and 196>5, in Bir-
. mirngham during -September 
and October-, 1967, and in Long 
Beach, Calif., fr-om December, 
1967, to February, 1968.

i But during the time.Galt ol- 
' legedly took dancing lesson in 

New Orleans, Ray was serving 
part of a 20,-year term for 
ar-med r-obbery in the Missouri

. State Penitentiary at Jeffeson^ 
City. ’ _

in death.” ■ A e0‘or.p«iui' Lpit of “« stomk
i The oenitentiary inmate said Wh], tachycaddia [rapid torth ^Xi  ̂ and
' hendiof man who’would kill for «de to- skull] te^ion.’'
' SiLM0 the.warden, Harold k ‘When we commented, that

I PvOf0e0on, whs remembess w■oyt™LceI^^
i' a0da0, “Its odd, but I woirtl’ । ■ ‘—
, believe he did it [kilted King]

side the. skull] tension;

until it is proven.
“None of the inmates gave us ] 

any feedback afterthe firet,piC■ j 
tures of Ray were publ-sshed.

.-They usuatty talk about ^J0- 
'mate after he’s done -Mm* 
thing. They r^Uy blab. about 
jt .But while he s doing .snnee- 
thing,youdontt hear_^ -J

Dota: 4/22/68
Edition:
Author:
E^torVIRGINIS DABNEY
Titie:

Character:
or

Cloesification:
Submitting Office:

I I Being Investigated

INDEXED
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j he said hie had been reading up 
in,the medical literature,” the । 
'report 'said. It. added that' at L

; heroin times, Ray th.oughit he L 
had cancer or heart .trouble.

. Ray was never married,' but .I 
' lived for brief periods ‘with I 
j women, ' thie report said.. It f 
( added: “This man’s basic prob- f 

lem revives' around what ap- j 
pear's to be an increasingly sev- f 
ere obsessive, 'compulsive; 
trend., i ’

“He states that at the age of ■ 
i 10 he,,'awoke one night and 

thought hie had lost, his eye- ;
I sight-. He became quite fearful. ;
J.Thes'e various, fears; 'confront 
'<him'rrmn.time to' time.and- in a 
;’ typical obsessive way. Hefeels 
I he must, do certam things in ! 
!;order to undo what he feels'. isr I 

going to occur and might result 1 
• «&b“mitr him.” '<*1^=.!, j

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below))

' Confusion Snarls 
Search for Killer

MEMPHIS, Team (IP - A', scriptton should have said Gilt 
rankinig Memplns police officer reportedty took dancing lessons 
acknowledges ther-e ar-e “a rath^than statingit flatty. 
whole lot of discrenancee"” in VD^g ^tmle, Ray. wasin 
“ descriptions of the man) jelfeM”^ 2? .
sought as the sniper slayer of. year sentence for a 1959 super- . 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , market robbery. ■ ,

Assistant Chief Bill Price re- - The age of the man .also was 
fen9 d to statemenss that in conflict; . - k ,
James Earl Ray; 40, an es- Witnesses who saw a man in ,
caped Msisouri convict,, and, a Memplns rooming house 

'.Eric Starvo Galt, first' sought from where the fatal bullet was
for King’s April 4 assassination fired estimated his age asr in 
in 'MempMst are the same per- the late 20s. The FBI, in issuing 
son. . • . 'its warrant for Galt, said he

,"You don’t know what to look' had given his birthdaee July 20, 
for," Price said Sunday as offi-' 1931. That would mate‘him 36. ;.

• - - - The FBI said Friday Ray is '
40. -

cers here and elsewhere contin- • 
ued their investigatien of the 
slaymg. The nationwide man­
hunt continues. ■ .

CAUSE OF CONFUSION .
The FBI issued a conspiracy 

warrant Wednesday for Galt, 
then updat;ed their case Friday 
by saying a fingerprint com­
parison showed Galt was really 
Ray. .

। The namtag of Ray in the 
case caused confusion, primar­
ily becauee earlier official 
sta.temenss intimated that Galt 
and Ray were in different 
places at the same time.

When Galt was charged as a I conspirator in King’s death by 
rifle bulle,, the FBI said the 
man had taken dancing lessons 
inNew_Orleans in 19644-65. The 

! ‘FBI said later the carnerrae-

The personals of the two 
men are sometimes at odlds A 
prison pal described Ray as 
virtually a nondrlnker. The 
FBI describes Galt as a fancerr .

(IndCcaee page, namie of 
newspape,, city and state.)

2

RICHMOND NEWS LEADER

----- RICHMOND, VA.

Date: 4/22^g
Edition:
Author:
Editor: VACA.NT
Title:

Character: 
or

ClassifCcaiion:
Submitting Office:

I I Being Investi.gated

SEARCHED
<. ..INDEXED
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Belov/)

While Living in Birmingham
I ? © New York Times Servis^—^lW®1 he'wasinBirmi^ghamC

.!© New York Times Servisee==~Z.TLT he"“s "‘ BirmY gh1’
> .. T [Raw apparently kept hits moneyI BIRMINGHMM, Ala.—James ”' -pp - p -

j Earl Ray, whom the, Federal 
j ,Bureau, of Investigation has

*accused of conspiracy in the 
jlaying of the Rev. Dr. Martm 
;Luther King Jr.-, seemed well 
।supphed with money .when he 
lived in Birmingham last fall 
,creating a fictitious identity.
r The FBI disclosed Saturday 
that he spent more than $4,000, 
but agents.said they have been 
unable to find where he worked 
^during that period, or whether 
he worked at all. _ 
v The FBI reported Friday that

i in a safety deposit box at the 
Birmingham Ti'ust National 

; Bank. i
^ On Aug. 27, 1967, William' D. 
Paisley, the sales manager of 
1 Birminhham lumber com- 
|pany, ran an advertieemnnt in 
jthe Birmingham News to sell 
his 1966 Mustang.
^Paistey said a man intooduc- 
(ing himself as Eric Galt re- 
Isponded, and bought the car 
I on Aug. 30, paytag the $1,955- 
Iasking price in cash..............J 

raring the .six weeks he re­
sided in the Birmingham room-

F

the man named in their war-, ,
rant as Eric Starvo Galt in lng house, Rays 1liviogt.,-bx- 
akuality was Ray, 40, a habi- pio^s averaged a-t least $50 a 
a _ y. ay . , IvvaoV Wo hniwnt Msnlmp. and tpial criminal, who escaped
Tom the Missouri State Peni-
tentiary in April 1967 where he

d I week. He bought gasoline ,and 
- had minor repaiss done on his 
, car at a service station near

had been since 1960, after being 
.caught in a grocery store hold­
up-
io. Added to FBI List
S [The Associated Press re­
ported Saturday that Ray had 
,Been added to the FBI's most 
wanted list. In announcing the 
unusual step of adding an 11th 
name to the “10 most wanted,,’ 

i FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
said it was done “to ensure the 
W'iilbst possible dissbmination of 
Ray's photograph and descrip­
tion to help effect his earnest 
possible location.”] "

i ' The operator of a Birming­
ham retming house whbr■b Ray 

) lived for six weeks last sum- 
\ mer and fall said Ray did not 

work during that time and 
i spent most of his days sitting 
l( around. .
, ■ After Ray left Birminhham 
I in October 1967,, the FBI said 
j he drove to Calitornia <=end 
( spent most of his time bitgbr 

tgbIb. or driving to and from
* jbV.■MribinS■ ............... ....

the roomtog house, the FBI 
reported.

At $50 a week, a figure that 
• a source in the Justice De- 
;partment said was probably 
low, Ray spent about $1,650 
for rooms,, meals and inciden­
tals from Aug. 27 through April 
4, the dat:e that King was shot 
in Memplris.

„ The FBI said'his Mustang, 
' impounded by them in Atlanta 
‘ on April 11, had been driven' 
tmore than 19,000 mites from 
latte last August through the 
(time it was abandoned in At- 
Ilanta apparent^ on the ' day 
;after King’s slaymg., 
I. The FBI said Ray bought a 
1 Remmgton .30-06-caiiber riffle 
;at a Birmingaam gun sttrb test 
March 30. .

A .new Rbmington .30-06

bought an. bxpbnsive-’pair’'''0f 
binoculass in Memphis on the 

■ day that King was kilted, the 
FBI said. ,

There was an ind-ccation in 
' Bimnihamn that Ray may 
have taken one or more air­
plane trips during the seven 
months precedtag King's slay­
ing. '
' A bureau theory that more 
than one man may have used 
the name of Eric Starve Galt 
was bolstered Saturday.'

The bureau said last Wbcines- 
day, when it issued a 'warrant 
for Rays arrest, that Ray was 
in California last February at­
tending a bartenderis school.

In Bimtagamn Friday night, 
two service station attendanss 
said t:hey had seen Ray in Bir­
mingham in •FbblUiary. They 
said they remembered his pur­
chasing gasoline sbvbral times 

. last Septembbr. .
( The Birmingham Trust Na­
. tonal Bank said Ray's safety 

deposit box key was returned

with a telescope sight such as
the one mounted on the rifle 
• and found at the scene would

to the bank last Decbmi)er.
The FBI said that last 

cember Ray was either in 
ifornia or driving between

De­
Cal-
Cal-

^sst moire than $150. He also ifornia and New Grieses,

(Iodicale page, name of 
newspaper city and state.)
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

‘Galt’Really Escapee 
Named Ray, FBI Says

© New York Times Service
WASHINGTON-The Federal 

B^eau of Investigatinn an­
il ounced Friday that an es­
caped convict named James 
Eart Ray, 40, is the man being 
sought in the killing of the 
Rev. Dr, Martin Luther King 
Jr, under the alias of Eric 
Starvo Galt:.

Background informatinn re­
leased by the FBI pictured Ray 
as a trouWepjrone “drifter” 
and habitual criminal with a 
long record of erratic and vio- 

! Ie nt behavior.
Galt’ true identity was dis- 

coven^nd, after latent finge--

I print:’ uncovered in the King 
investigaton were compared 
with the prints of mor-e than 
53,000 prISfns listed as 
“wanted” by the FBI,

J, Edgar Hoover-, diI•rctfr of 
the FBI, said in a joint an- 
nouncrment with Atty. Gm. 
Ramsey Clar-k that Ray es­
caped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary on April 23, 1967.

Ray, a native of Iliinois, had 
served seven year's of a 20- 
year sentmcr for ar-med rob­
bery and car theft in St. Louis.

-he FBI released front and 
side “mug” photographs of 

I Ray that were taken by M’s-

souri prison officials in I960, 
-hey bear a close resrmbiance 
to pictures of Galt, taken in 
1968, that the FBI r•rlrasrd 
earlier this wrrk,

-he convict Ray had close­
cropped hair and a leaner face 
than the Galt photo showss, but 
the protrudmg left ear-, which 
the FBI emphasized in its ini­
tial description of Galt, ap­
pears to be the same in both 
photographs.

Full detads of Ray’s back- 
gr-ound were not known Friday 
night, bncaure the FBI an- 
nouncrd his true identity soon

Continued on Page4-pCvtrlb

(Indicate page, name of 
newspapers, city and state.)

1

RICHMOND. VA.
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' ' ' FifstPage
•' Rafter an around-the-coock check 

. 4of fingerprint records diseased
- ^it. . -

. | Fingerprints can be mtitched
, quickly by meant'Of an elabo- 
' I rate el■assftecatinn and filing
' system when the full 10 prints, 
. ' of the unknown person are 

avaiiabte on a card that ident-- 
■ < fies the finger and hand reprre- 
f sented by each print. • 
. But when only a few prints

are avaitebte and it is not 
known which fingers or thumbs 
made them, they can be 
checked only by the tedious 

.(process of comparing each 
t latent print with all 10 prints 
\ on the card of each “wanted” 
person. ' ,,

’ The FBI announcement said 
Ray has a known arrest record 

, ,dating back to 19419, when, he
was convicted of burglary in

1 Los Angeles. to 19512, he wa” 
s convicted of armed robbery
/in Chicago and in 19551, he was 

J found guilty of forgmg U.S. 
I postal money order’s to Mis­
'. s(uri. .

1 J Jaded 'in Los Angeles
He served a jail term in Los 

; Angeles County in 19419 and 
■ in the IlUnois State Prisons at 
Jtlitt and Pontiac in 1952-54. 
He served a term in the federal 
penitentiary at Leavenworth, 

- Ka.n. in 1955-58. .
White he was servmg the 

latest sentence Ray was con- 
fintd for a time in 1966 in the 

■ maximum security ward at Che 
state hotpitill at Futton, Mo.

J Mict>gUgJtffietais,.said Friday

that Rayms^ three unsue= 
cessful attempts to escape be­
fore he finally got away last 
September-. One attempt came 
when he bolted from sheriff’s 
deputies who were guarding 

, him during: his trial. He was 
quickly caught and given 20 
years as an habitual offender 
on Dec. 17, 1959. “

. He tried again in 1961 and 
■ 1966. In the attempt in 1966 
he escaped'from his penitent 
tiary cell but was found two 
day's later hiding in a ventila­
tion shaft. . , '

Given General Discharge
The FBI statement said Ray 

was an enlisted man in the 
Army from' February 1946 Ito 
December 1948 when he was 
given a general discharge due 
to “ineptnets and lackjf 
adaptability for military serv­
ice.” While in the Army he 
was given a three-month sen­
tence at har-d labor for being 
drunk and breakmg arrest. . ,

Ray was said' to have also 
used the names of James Mc­
Bride, James Walton, W. C. 
Herron and James O'Connor' 
durf n g his criminal career. 
When ’the FBI filed for mtr 
charges ag a inst him on 
Wednesday in to .name of 
Galt, it gave two other aliases, 
John Williard, and Harvey 
Lowmyer. , ;

The FBI’s description of Ray 
was much more detalted than 
that given for Galt. Ray was 
said to be about 5 feet 10 
inches tall and to weigh about 
163 to 174 pounds. He has blue 
eyes, brown hair and a small 
scar on the center of his fore­
head and a scar on the palm 
of his right hand.

Reputaitonri as “Drifter”
Aeetrding to tile FBI, Ray 

claimed to have been bor-n on 
March 10, 1928, in an upstate 
location in HHnois. He said he
attended tchooi through the ' 
10th grade in Alton, Ill'. Since) 
then, •the FBI said, “he hast 
had the reputaainn^oy)etnr a

SJThe^'Astoetattd^Pet^ re] 
ported Friday that thecity 
clerk in Alton, Ill., said a James 
Earl Ray was born there> 
Mai-ch 10., 1928, the son of a 
laboirer. The principal at Alton 
Senior High School, according! 
to the AP., said his records t 
showed .three James Rays-at-' 
tended the schoor during ^hi’ 
period Ray' would have bear , 
there,, and the principal wa” 
trying to deterrnme .whether1; 
any of them was the Ray want­
ed by the FBI.] ,: ‘ ,

The identfiiaatinn of Galt as 
the escaped convict Ray ex-\ 
plains some of the strange cir- ’ 
cumttslnces'abtut Galt that led ( 
to some speculation that he 
might' have estabhshed a false ' 
identity in contempiation of 
killing King.

Galt first appeared, accord-
•I s===» A
png to FBI statemente, on Aug. R 

30,-1967, when he purchased a ^ 
white Mustang car in Birmmg-f' 
ham. .Despite efforts to’ check!

1 Galt’ earlier activtttes, no1 
| trace of him’- priorrto thefall of. 
: last year was ever disclosed. 
; • On Wtdnttday, a fugitive ■ 
warrant was tbtaintd by the

psi aeeusinr -Galt of havnig [ 

i conspired with a person “whom ;
7 he alleged to be his brother” 
t to injure King and vioiate his । 
I civil righ’s. ‘ '
) FBI sptktsmtn dteinltd to 

■ say Friday whether James 
.. Earl Ray had.a brother, or to 
i comment on reports that, thej
i FBI already has the “brother”} ' 
itnJc^tttdy. , - -^ ■<
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1 717P.M URGENT 4/23/(53 GJM -

[ TO ALL SACS ' '

j FROM DIRECTOR 44-38361 1P ,

' MURKIN

1 REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAST FURNISHING ,

BACKGROUND DATA CONCERNING JAMES, EARL RAY. ' ’

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY'' •

' UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES; BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES

(POSSIBLE ITSP VIOLATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL TWO THREE

ONE Nii NE SIX SEVEN. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN L
ANY. FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY |

, OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION. -

_ ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST

VH-LATHMS SHOULD BE EXPEDITOOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED. 11

SUBJECT'S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTNGG NOT IDENTIFEDD

IN BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING

, ’ SEARCHED AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND %

BURGLARY VIOLATORS. ’

O

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

-3
F BI

Date: 4/23/68
Transmit the following in ----------------------------- ------- :———------—

(Type in plaintext or code)

„ TELETYPE URGENT
Viia-------------------------------------- -------------------------------------- ------- :—„------------------

. TIME URGENT 4/23/68^"^ INITIALS

TO BUREAU (44-38861), INDANAPOLIS, MEMPHIS (44-198?), 

PITTSBURGH (44-578), WFO (44-703)

FROM RICHMOND (44-65?) 3P

MUIRKIN - CR (00: MEMPHIS)

RE CV TEL TO BUREAU., APRIL TWENTY LAST, AND WFO TEL. CALL 

TO ALEXANDRIA RA, ON APRIL" TWENTYONE LAST.

RE: CHARLES MOATS - LOOK ALIKE

FOR INFO INDANAPOHS: RETEL REFLECTS MANAGER AND CLERK,! 
OF AKERS FOLKMA./ TRAVEL AGENCY, CLEVELAND, OHO, ADVISED WHITE 

MALE, BELIEVED TO BE IDENTICAL TO SUBJECT RAY, ENTERED THEIR 

OFFICE APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST, USING NAME CHARLES MOATS. BOTH

BELIEVED MOATS TO BE IDENTICAL WITH PHOTO IN NEWSPAPERS AND

THOSE EXHIBITED BY AGENTS. MOATS DESIRED TO FLY TO CLARKSBURG

WEST VAe, IN A HURRY, HD NOT CARE ABOUT STOPS EN ROUTE

TRAVEL AGENCY ARRANGED TICKETS FOR MOATS FOR NORTHWEST AIRLNNES~ 

FLIGHT THREE TWO SIX, FLYING NONSTOP TO WASH. NATL. AIRPORT(WNA) 

APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST, A.ND WAS GIVEN TRANSFER FOR LAKE CENTRAL

AIRLNNES FLIGHT FIVE THREE FOUR, FROM WNA TO CLARKSBURG, W.VA.,

DEPARTING WNA AT ONE FIFTYFIVE P.M, A.ND ARRIVING CIARKSBURG,

TEREIE TWELVE P.M.

PA.GE ONE 
Richmondj 

N:dm
Special Xgeet in Charge

/=af4^39
SentTLrn eeM Per ear__ 2—

HP ?04P 720 direwFO _
Pg THP M <r me?25P
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I

FBI |

Date: I

Transmit the following in------------------------------------------- —------------- —--------------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

Vita------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------- 1
(Priority) I -

PAGE TWO

RH 44-657
MANAGER OF TRAVEL AGENCY ADVISED MOATS INDICATED HE 

ARRIVED CLEVELAND VIA BUS. SUSPECT DESCRIBED FIVE FT. ELEMEN 

TENCHES, ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIW T'O ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY LBS., DARK 

HAIR, MEDIUM BUILD, AGE MID THIRTIES, CLEAN SHAVEN, BEARING 

SCAR APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALF INCH IN MIDDLE OF FOREHEAD, CURVING 

TOWARDS LEFT EYE AND ENDING APPROXIMATELY ONE INCH ABOVE LEFT 

EYE. SUSPECT WEARING DARK TWEED SPORTS COAT, SPORT SHIRT OPEN 

AT NECK, NO HAT. JAiCKET VERY CRUMPLED AND IN NEED OF CLEANING. 

SUSPECT SPOKE WITH HILLBILLY ACCENT BUT USED GOOD ENGLISH. 

APPEALED VERY NERVOUS.

ON APRIL TWENTTIRST LAST, LAKE CENTRAL AIRLNNES EMPLOYEE, 

MISS KATHY PETRUSKA, ADVISED TICIETSS FROM LAKE CENTRAL FLIGHT 

FIVE THREE FOUR NOT FULLY CLEARED T'O DATE. EXPECTED TO BE 

CLEARED BY APRIL TWENTYWWO LAST.

ON APRIL TWENTYTHffiEE INSTANT, MISS PETRUSKA. ADVISED FINAL 

TICKETS CLEARED OFFICE AND CONFUTED PASSENGER CHARLES MOATS ON 

LAKE CENTRAL FLIGHT FIVE THREE FOUR. FROM WNA TO CLARKSBURG, W. 

END PAGE TWO

VA.

Approved: ---------------------------------------------- Sent ---- .--------------------M Per ---------------------------
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FB I
Date:

Transmit the following in---------------------------------------------.-------------------------------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via ------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------;—:-------------------------------------------------1
(Priority) .

_______________________________________________________________________________________ J______________

PAGE THREE

RH 44-657
ON APRIL TWENTYTHREE INSTAR lake CENTRAL AIRLINES SUPERVISOR, 

EUGENE L. ADAMS, ADVISED CREW OF LAKE CENTRAL FLIGHT FIVE T'HREE 

FOUR, STATIONED IN INDIANAPOLIS AND WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR INTER­

VIEW II INDIANAPOLIS THROUGH LAKE CENTRAL AIRLINES, WEIR COOK 

AIRPORT. HE ADVISED CAPTION OF FLIGHT TO BE JOHN COLESCOTT;

FIRST OFFICER, M. R. BENNETT; AND STEWARDESS, CHERYL SHAEFER.

INDIANAPOLIS: EXHIBIT PHOTOS OF RAY TO CREW IN ORDER TO ' : 

EFFECT IDENTIFICATION. ■

PITTSBURGH: FURTHER IDENTIFY MOATS AT AIRPORT, CLARKSBURG 

W.VA., THROUGH LAKE CENTRAL AIRLINES.

END ■ -

Approved; ---------------------------------------------- Sent ---- .-------------------- M Per ---------------------------
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

Date;: 4/19/68
Transmit the following in

( (Type in plain text or code)

Via airtel
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM

SUBJECT:

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
MURKIN / 4^657*

CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00; ME)

Re Albany airtels 4/10/68 and 4/11/68, setting 
forth concerns who purchased Thermo-Seal making machines 
and Bureau teletype to Memphis, 4/12/68.

The FBI Laboratory advised^that pilJLwwcase and 
bed sheet were found in trunk of 19616 white Mis tang 
registered to ERIC STARVO GALT, which was located at 
Atlanta 4/11/(58. These ieems contain Thermo-Seal 
laundry tapes of approximately same size as tapes on 
ieems previously recovered, but are yeioow ;Ln color and 
contain code, ’’20R-3." I[n opin:non of Teetile Marking 
Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, the tapes were 

' produced by a difeerent machine than prevoous tapes since
the first three characters are 15 point type and t;he 
last two characters are 18 point type.

The Textile Marking Machine Company 
twenty in above code would be the lot number, 
that this was a return of a batch of laundry, 
three is the bundle number.

suggests the 
the R may mean 
and the

'^iS c'

LEADS

ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

Wil recontact laundries determined to be
operating Thermo-Seal Marking Machines in an effort to
locate laundry using the code, "20R-3."
2 - A.1 Conninental Offices 
2 - Memphis 

.GMRsjms (118)

Approyedl:

SEARCHED.^D’-I.NDeEED.
SRWOliZaFILED J

APR 231968

Special Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1902E EDITION
GSA GENr«GS-:ES27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : DESIGNATED AGENT’S ’ DATE: 4-24-68

from : SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -P-
RCS< . 571

SUBJECT: MURKIN .

' ■ . . LAUNDRY MARKS' ' '

■ Re Memphis. airtelWALl’Continental Offices/-
4-19-658. 1

AX3:rOxf!e0py of refernneed'airtel is atachhed 
for each receiving Agent. :

• Referenced-airtel directs recontact of all -
laundries determined to be operating Thermo-Sea/marking ' 

■ machines, in effort to locate laundry using code ”20R-3.
Also attached, for each receiving Agent is a list, of •

. laundries knowri/to be usirg the-Thermo-Seal machinesain
' • Virginia as'-furnished by Albany Office. -

■ ■ SaSh^esigtaM SgSrt will assure restart wtf^r^ as set forth ln.t^aoMl1Bt,In their respective 
terrioorees an an. effort to identify this laundry mark.

SA AMRHEIN will also recontact Captain''PHILD?
CISNEROS, Post Laundry, MCS Quantico, Va., to determine 
if any marking machines at this establishment could have 
made the?qu^stooned laundry m«ark ”20R-3.H

1 - SA Amrhei.n (Fredericksburgy (Eteu 2) 
1 --SA Breman-'-LRictaond ) (Enc®. 2) .
1 - SA Cook (Radford) (Encs. 2) .
1 - SA Erwin'..,(Lynchburg ) (Encs..2)
1 - SA Gaateiger-.^Bristol). (Encs. 2)
1 - SA I. A. Hai,. (Roanoke) . (Encs. 2) :
1 - SA J.'Hall' (Alexandrian.) (Ends. 2)
1 - SA Newton (Harrisonburg), (eVcs. 2)'
1 - SA Thomas (Winchester /(Encs. 2),
1 - SA Weeccort-(Petersburg)’ (Encfe. 2) •
1 - SA Yancey (Daiville) (Encs„ 2) .
o - Riclmiond (44-057) . . . .Wsjll

44.657141'
SEARCHED .^-INDEXED ___  

SERIALIZED _ALl.FILED ...RR.

APR 241968
FBI - RICHMOND

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RH 44-657

If any laundries are located which could have 
possibly made -the marking, specmens sho^d be obtained 
and submitted by registered letter to EBI Laboratory 
for comparisonwith the laundry marking, descrbbed i.n 
referenced airtel.

I

These .leads should be expeditiously covered.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2—
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FD-33 (Rev. 12-13-50)

FBI

Date: 4/19/68
\ Transmit the following in _

(Type in plain text or code)

■ Via AlRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing) ,

TO

FROM

ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN /
CIVIL RIGHTS 
(00; ME)

Re Albany airtels 4/10/68 and 4/11/68, settnng 
forth concerns Who purchased Thermo-Seal imirking machines, 
and Bureau teletype to Mempphs, 4/12/68.

The FBI Laboratory adv-lsfldThaV piHwwcase and 
bed sheet were found i.n trunk of 1966 white Mustang 
registered to ERIC STABVO GALT, which was locat'd at 
Atlanta 4/11/68. These items contain Thermo-Seal .
laundry tapes of approximaaely same size as tapes on 
iemms previously recovered, but are yeHow in color and 
contain code, "20R-3.'' I:n opinion of Teetile Marking 
Machine Company, Syracuse, New York, the tajss wrn^ 
produced by a difterttt machine than previous tapes since 
the first three characters are 15 point type and the 
last t;wo character’s are 18 point type,

The Textile Making Machine Company 
twenty in above code would be the lot number, 
that thi.s was a return of a batch of laundry, 
three i.s the bundle number.

suggests the 
the R may mean 
and the •

^3

LEADS

ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

to beWill recontact laundries determined 
operatnng Thermo-Seal Marking Machines in an tffort.to 
locate laundry musing the code, ”20R-3.” Rm , ,. —

2 - All Continental Offices R H . 
2 - Memphis ,

, , GMRjms (118)--------- -- --------- :----------- ------

Approve^: -----------/■------------- ^— Sent
- Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AL 44-493

VIRGINIA

Arrfcigton Cleaners, 131 West Maple St., Vienna, ■
Va., SN 32569

Bergmann’s Laundry, 2147 Lee Highway, Arinigton, 
SN 31630

Bristol Cleaners, 1233 W. State St., Bristol, 
SN 31345

Carousel Cleaners, Fairfax, Va., SN 33404

Century Cleaners, 3812 Mt. Vemon Ave., SN R 31945

Coimmrcial Wholesde Laundry, 1224 Hull St.,
Richmond, SN 33813

Compro Dry Wooks, 801 E. 26th St., Norfolk,
SN 32623

Cook’s Cleaners, 808 N. Main St., Blacksburg, 
SN 33696 !

Country Club Cleaners, ’1115 Wilson Blvd., Arlington, :
SN 32147 ‘ j

Ditch Girl Clean ears, 4474 King St., Alexandria, 
SN 33408 >

Fairlnigton Laundry,, 3800 S. Fourmile Run Drive,
Arlington, SN 32591; 32504

Gallaghers Laundry, 1500 King St., Alexandr^, 
SN 33542

Hll City Laundry, 1344 Main St:., Lynchburg, Va., 
SN 33699; 33557.

-34-
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AL 44-493 J

VIRGINIA .(Coitinmeca) I

Howard One Hour Cleaners, 2110 Mnticello Ave,, 
Norfolk, SN 31325 ;

Johnsons Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 191.9 Blvd., |
Colonial Heights, SN 33702 ;

McRoyal Laundry, 123 E. 6th St., Front Royal, |
SN 32336 |

. Mooticelln Cleaners, 4223 North Fairfax Dr., 
Arrington, SN 32208

New Fairfax Laundry and Cleaners, 719 Fairfax 
Ave., Norfolk, SN 31316

Plaza 7, 6761 Wilson Blvd,, Falls Church, SN 33310

Potty Prim Cleaners, 500 North Alfred St., Alexan­
dria, SN 32554; 31899

Presto Valet, Tenddon Plaza, Highway #1, South
Alexanddia, SN 33481

Presto Valet, 261 S. Kings Highway, Alexandria, 
SN R 31888

Sl^, Inc., T/A Crest Cleaners, 435 Mthis Ave., 
Manassas, SN 33701 ■

Staunton Steam Laundry, Hmptonon Hai, Staunton, 
SN 32361; 32157; 32158; 32578; 32502

Stanton WhlteWay, 1600 W. Beverly, Staunton, 
SN 31809

Staunton White Way Laundry-, c/o Staunton Steam
Laundry, Hamp ton & Haai, Staunton, SN 32524 -

Staunton WnieeWay Laundry, 1600 W. Beveely St., 
Staunton, SN 31843 ' - . . .

-35-
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AL 44-493

Vmim.XC<»t:Laued)

Staunton White Way Laundry, corner of Robertson 
and Peabody Streets, Staunton, SN 32748; 32755; 32752

Suburban Cleaners, 630 S. Waahington St., Alexan- 
drld, SN 33991

Triangle D.C. Laundry, Inc., 2300 Fort Road, 
Lynchburg, SN 33562

Village Cleaners, 12 West Herbert St., Alexandria, 
SN 325380

Virginia Hot Springs, Inc., Hot Springs, SN 32255

Waawick, Inc., 124-24th St., Newport News, SN 31338

White Swan Laundry and Cleaners, Rinville, SN 32882

Winchester SteamLaundry, North Keut St., Winchester, 
SN R 32025; SN R 32030

Wisiman Cleaners, 2209 E. Marshall St.", Richmond, 
SN 33913

-36­
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1

OKtoNAl FORMNo. 10 5010—106
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
TO : ALL AGENT'S

from : SAC, RICHMOND (44-657)

SUBJECT: MUM

DATE: 4/23/68

Re SAC memo to all agents in captioned
maater3 4/19/68.

Bureau has advised that subject JAMES 
EARL RAY should be considered as a possible suspect 
in any unsolved bank robberies, burglaries-, or 
armed robberies (possible ITSP violations) occurrnig 
after April 23, 1967. RAY should also be considered 
suspect in any future such violates and the Bureau 
should be advised tilephinically of any tentative 
iiintifiaatinn. ।

Any pertnnent leads developed during, review 
of past viilations should be expeeitiously run out 
and the Bureau advised.

. Subjects handwritng and handieinting has
not been identified in bank robberyenote file and 
his fnngiieiints are being searched against latents 
submitted in involved bank i,obbeiiiis and bank iiilations.

The Bureau has also inst:ulciei that all 
criminal infomants and appropriate racial and security 
inoormants should be contacted concerning subject;.

The Bureau reminded that ALL LEADS IN THIS CASE 
MUST BE COVERED WITHIN 24 HOURS AND ALL LEADS MUST BE 
SET FORTH BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE. .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. .

1 - SAC
1 - ASAC
1 - Mr. Wagner
1 - Mr. Humphries
1 - Mr. Trow
1 - Each Agent:hYJ/
1 - Richmond (44-657)
REB: sw
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) 

from : SA CHARLES L. DENISTON 

subject:: MUNKIN

date: 4/23/68

The folOowing investigatonn was conducted 
by SA CHARLES L. DENISTON on 4/10/68:

Major NATHAN H. CORMAN, JR., USAF,• Manpower 
' Division, State Headquuaters for Selective Service, 

400 North 8th St., Richmond, Va., advised, foioowing 
a check of State of Virginia Selective Service 
registratoons, that he could locate no record of 
ERIC STARVO GALT, or HARVEY LOWMEYER (or LOW1MYER), 
having registered with Selective Service in the State 
of Virginia.

' ARMED AND DAN[GEROUS. .

2 / Richmond 
cldDiss 
(29

5010-108101
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
3* OFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC0 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 - i L ,

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405, 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on’this Identification Record repeesenss data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGRRRRINTS.. , " , •

.CONRR13UTOR OF 
FINGRW»R1NSS NAMIE AND NUMBERS

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Army

Sheriff's Office
J*?. Angeles.
California

James Earl Ray 
#16 163 129, , _ 44--657--'' 

■ 44^657
James Earl Ray , 
#B-119908

February 
I9'1946 
October 
11. 1949

rurprcinn of 
burglary •

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
Callf:trnla

James Earl Ray
#.139648 .

October 
11. 1949

suspicoon 
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

8 months Count 
Jail .suspended 
2 years . 
probato-on 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jan; 146 
December. 30, 
1949 Cs129438

Shhe-riff S Ofi c e
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

James E. Ray
#59317

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department 
Alton, Iltintir

Police Department 
Chicago, Iltitoir

James Earl Ray
#7514 '

James Ray z
#D90696 dnU^

July 23, 
1951

May 6, 
' 1952

no operators 
lleense - no 
State License - 
no City License

robbery (Gun)

released to pa 
later . '

■ Grand Jury 
$3000

Cook County Jan
Chicago, Ilimois

James Ray • 
#131165 ‘

May - 9, 
1952

robbery June 13, 1952 
sentenced to 
pe■nn•tentlayy 
1 -to 2 year’s

State Penitentiary 
Joliet, Ilinnois

State.•Peententrlry
Pontrlc, Imoois

James E. Ray . 
#32419

James E. Ray 
#19121 .

June 13, 
1952

July 7, 
1952 
i.n 
transfer 
.from 
Joliet

robbery
44-6

robbery

1 to ;2 year’s 

57-144
1 to 2 year’s

SEARC 

SERIAL!

EMSSSS^
IZH)----------FILED  ---------- ‘

APR 241968
FBI—fflMOND^r

*

^2!

Notatfons fodicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
- being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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. ■ UNOED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE- ' . '
■ FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION 4-23-68 307 HJC

2 * WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 /

The following FBI record!, NUMBER 405 ,942 G t (is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. ” .

CONRRJ81TTOR OF 
FINGRRPRINSS NAME AND NUMBRR

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Sheeiff♦s Office 
Edwardsville, 
'UMnois

James Earl 
#2640

Ray' August 
30, 1954

burglary and 
larceny

•Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

Jaimes E. Ray 
#40714

March 23, 
1955 .

investigato'on 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway
Paarol
Macon, Missouri

James Earl 
#B-3376

Ray March 23, 
1955

cashing stolen 
postal money 
orders

r’e^eased to
Postal Inspector
Kanvav City, ■
Missouri
March 24, 1955

United States 
. Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl 
#12018

Ray March 28, 
1955

forgery United 
AStates'’Posta'l
Money Order

rrotrncrS to 
15 mouths 
custody of 
Attorney General

Sheeiff’s O:ficr 
Kansas City, 
.Missouri

James Earl 
#29637

Ray March 28, 
1955 .

Forgery - 
Government

July 7, 1955 
3 years and 9 
months

United States 
Peritenttary 
Leavcnwaoth, 
Kansas

James Earl 
#72498-L

Ray July 7, 
1955

Post Office
Laws
Forge • Money
Orders

3 year’s and 9 - 
months May 20, 
1958 conddtional 
release diarch 31 
1959 maximum 
Aprrl 5, 1958 
co.ndStional 
release on chang 
of Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
Orders .

Police Department 
Saint Louts, • 
Missouri 

■

James Earl 
#81071

Ray October 
10, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery

Notations indicated by * are NOT bared on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as mvestigative leads at 
being possbly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar. Hoover
Director
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■ un: D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ■ ' - :
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATSC® 4-23-68 307 HJC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 ^ _ ^

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G / \ , is furnshed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.. 
Information shown on this Identification Recor’d represents data furnished FBI by. fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprinte in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. • ,

CONRR13UTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAMIE AND NUMBRR ARRESTED OR 

RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

Jaimes Earl 
#81071

Ray October
16, 1959

suspicion of
robbery '
steainng and 
fugitive other 
authorities

Sate Penitentiary 
Jefferson City., 
Missouri

.Janes Earl
#00416

Ray

V

March 17, 
1960

X

"TC" 
operating' motor 
vehicle without 
permss oon of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW” 
(2 charges)

20 year’s (20,
7, 5, 
concurrent)

State Hospital
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

Jaimes Earl
#37045 C-5

Ray September 
8,& 1966 '

Patient

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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• UNTIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . • . 
A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVETTIGAT!^ 4-23

W, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 W , -68 307 HJC

The following FBI record,.NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, 
^formation shown on ths .Identification Record represenSs data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributoss. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. . -

■ ' CONPR1BUTOR OF'
FINGRRRRINSS NAME AND NUMBER ARRESTED OR

RECEIVED _ CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eaj 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery f: 
(wll extra'diee) 
Jefferson City, I 
May 10, 1967. 

*

'l Ray for 
vehicle v 
rst degre 
Nooify W 

Mss-ouri i

• escape Appil. 23, 
ithout permission 
e "b/m of a D & I 
rden State Perdtr 
nf or mato-n n rece! v

1967 
of

W”) . 
ntiary 
ed

. Notions mdcated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FB files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical wit'h subject of ths record. ' ■ ■ ■

. ■ John Edgar Hoover
_ _______________ . Director _

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE '
A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVMEST^^ ' 4-23--68 ■ 307 HJC

1-Bureau ■ W WASHINGTONS, D.C. 20537 . • . > , ‘

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represfmSs data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
F|NAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. ; "

CoNRRBatjOOR OF 
FINGRPPalNTS NAME AND NUM3RS

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE ' DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREAU 
Jaimes McBBide, Ja 
Jaimes O’Conner, . 
custody-robbery 
file #88-41730 O 
information rece; 
CAUTION: ARMED A

Jaimes I 
mes Walyo 
'im, for u 
' irst Fug 
fice of C 
ved July 
ND DANGER

aal Ray, also kno 
n, W.C. Herron, 
nlawful flight tc 
itive Index -#1214 
Bigin 'Kansas City 
27,1967.
OUS .

wn as,

avoid
26 Bureau

Alias: Jaimes' Wal .ton

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
Harvey LowmyeB, J 
Fugitive Index #1 
Origin MempPhs. I 
CAUTION: ARMED A

Eric St 
•ohn Willa 
.27540 Bur 
inOormatOn 
ND DANGER

arvo Gait,- also k 
rd, Civil Rights- 
eau File #44-3886 
n received Aprri 
OUS .

novm as
Conspiracy„ 
1 Office'of 
19,1968.

THIS PAGE SHOULD 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF

NOT BE Di 
INVESTI^

LSSEMINAEED OUTSIL 
i T'O ON.

DE

Notations indicated by . are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed on'y as hvestigative iacids es 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. ,

’ . • ■ • John Edgar Hoover •
Director • •

’ 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ‘ ‘



FD-3 6 (R£v.5-22-64)

FB I
D^e: 4/22/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRT'EL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM

SUBJECT1:

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2-86) (P)
MURKIN^44-657*

CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

| For the infornatoon of receivlg offcces, Subject 
JAMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last known to be in.the Atlanta, 
Georgia., area on 4/5/68. Intensive inivstigatfon by the 
Atlanta Office t;o date has not vstablSsVed mode of trans­
portatoon utilieed by RAY after 4/5/68 through checks with 
transportatoon companies, car rental agencies, etc.

3 - Bureau
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

- Baltimore
- Birmnnghrm.
- Chaalotte
- Chicago
- Cincinnati
- Cleveland
,- Columbia
- Houston
- El Paso
- IodieoapoOis
- Jackson
- Jacksonviiee 
- Kansas City 
- Little Rock 
- Louisville
- Memphis
- Miami

2 - Miami
. 2 - Mooile

2 - Newark .
2 - New Orleans
2 - New York City
2
2

2

- Norfolk
- Philadelphaa
- Pittsburgh
- Riclmiond
- St. Loui.s

2 - San Antonio
2 - Savannah
2 - Springfield
2 - Tampa
2 - WFO ' ,
2 - Atlanta

A po

... INDEXED______
FILED________

-44-
SEARCHED^ 

SERlAIlEDD..

Approved:
Specie/;

JJLrjb 
(69)

APR 241968

Sent
'in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

- FBI

■ Date:

Transmit the following in------ :---------------------------------------------------------
: (Type in plaintext or code)

Via --------- ,_________________ _______ ._________________________
! ’ (Priority)

aT 44-2386

■ All receiving offices are requested io check car
recoverees within their respecivve divisoons of car’s stolen 
foom the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider 
same to have been possible mode of transportatoon for Subject 
RAY. The same ioosidoratOon should be given to any car’s 
recovered in the near future that were stolen from the State 
of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those insannees where car’s were 
stolen from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot 
otherwise be aicruoted for, iovosiigatOon should be conducted 
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and 
transposed same.

• ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2 -

Approved:-----------------------------------------------Sent M Per ________ >__________
Special Agent in Charge ■ ■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI

Date: 4/23/68
Transmit the following in --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Type in plaintext, or code)

Airtel
(Priority)

To: SAC’s, Richmond (44-657) 
Memphis (44-19187)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Richmond airtel 4/16/68.

The remainmg unidentified latent fingerprints
and the latent impressions in thi.s case are not identical with 
the fingerprints of Lester Irvtag Forsythe, Jr., FBI #8 28474A. 
No paim prints are available in our Identification Division files 
for Forsythe.

Sent Via M Per  -----------------------------------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/24/68

AIRTEZ

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -P-
SUBJECT: URKN

(00: ,l^vl^»l»)

Re Philadelphia teletype to Richmond, 4/^22/68.

AT CHARLOTTESVEZZEE, VA.

The follwiig investigation was conducted *? 
SA JOHN G. MC CARTHY: 7

Recoidia of the DMV for the State ofVa.. re­
flect that Va. License T146395 was issued for 1968 Ford 
pick-up truck regia teed to owner ^raLAMl._SM|TH, 
913 Montrose Ave., CharlottesvilleTvaT”/

Neighborhood muiry in vicinity of 913___  
Mmtrose Ave., on 4/23/68 determined WXLLXM H. SMITH, 
his wife, and one child, have resided at that address 
for approximately 12 years. SMtOT 3.8 _employed as a 
carpenter with the Van Lear Construction Co. He owns 
a 1968 Ford pick-up with a campier top for the truck. 
He also recently reportedly took a vacation to Kaa^ 
City, Mo.

On 4/23/68, Mu*. GRACE SMITH, nee Kent, 
913 Montrose Xv»., ClrrroOte»*ille, advised that her

2 - Memphis . .
1 - Philadelphia (NFO) 
2% Richmond

JGMjvsr
SEARCHED. 

SERRAAIZE 
INDEXED 
FILED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44-657

husband is employed by the Van Lear Constructions Co. 
as a carpenter and has been so employed for the past 
ten years. She has resided at her present address for 
twelve years;* Mrs. SMITH advised that her husband 
recently took a vacation to Kansas City, Mo0 visiting 
a friend fom the Army a CHARLES DON WATSON, having 
left ChrliottMslXXe on Friday, 4/12/68*

Mrs. iMTi advised that heir husband had been
in Chrlottesvxu and was employed by Van Lear Con­
struction Co. during the week of the KING murder and 
in fact, had been, working nights for Sgt. ELWOOD CASON 
of the Caarottesville, Va. PD at CASON** residence. 
SMITH also pointed out that her husband has two fngers 
missing fom his left hand and stated that heir husband's 
presence in Chatottewille at the time .of'the KING 
murder could be easily confmed.

On 4/23/68, Sgt. WOOD CASON,, ChrloOiwsiile, 
Va. PD, advised that he is well-acquainted with WILLIAM 
K. SHOT, having known Mm for a period of several years 
as a resident at 913 ManWsee Aveo Chamotessllle. 
CASON pointed out SMITH has two fingers missing fom 
his left hand and that ait-lough he does have the same 
physical hMMasJAKESSAW. BAY, Including; sone clow 
physical facial attribute* as with the phottgraph dis- 
tributted on BAY, he does not have a scar in the center 
of his forehead. CASON also pointed out that SMITH 
had been doing some carpentry work at CASON'S residence 
for a period of several weeks, working every night, 
induing the night of 4/5/68, at which tme he had been 
paid by CASON for com.let.ion of the work.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

- 2* -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



M OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
x MAY 1882 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT , "

Memorandum
TO :SAC(44-657) ' date:, 4/20/6 8

FROM : EUGENE A. FOX

subject:: MURKIN

00: MEMPHIS

ERIC STARVO GALT, aka

AT MAR TIN SAVILLE ,VA. , .

On 4/20/68 Sheeiff CP. WITT,Henry County,Martinsville,Va. 
4dvised that one HENRY SHEFFIELD,Villa Heights Gill, Hrrtry County, 
Highway 220 North,Mannsville,Va. had inOrmied the SO he had 
observed a person in his place of business Weo resembled the 
photograph of the person wanted in connectoon with the death of , 
Dr. MARTIN- LUTHER KING JR. _

On 4/20/68 HENRY SHEFFIELD, Villa Hights GrUl,Highway 220 
N.,Maaiinsvillr,Va. inoormed that at about 11:45 AM 4/17/68 a 
stranger came into his place of business and odder'ed two or three 
beers.He paid some attentoon to the man because he was a stranger 
for fear the man might rob him.The man played the juice box some 
and asked about the-men’s room.After being directed to the men's 
room the man appaaeetly iieHed it, and when he came back into 
the tavern he took a seat in another booth.. The man was dressed 
in a white shhrt with short sleeves,and dark pants.He was about 
35-40 years of age, approximitely 5'11” in height,and weighed 
about 150 Lbs. SHEFFIELD stated he got busy with customers,and 
later noticed that the man had left.He estimated that the man was 
in his place about 22^ hours.He ha.d never vttn the man before, , 
had no idea how he was traveling, and di.d not observe- him speak to 
anyOtt.Ht does not recall the identitees of anyone iIsi who may 
have been in his place at the same time or who may have sttn the 
mn. Mr. SHEFFIELD stated that on 4/20/68 he was readl.tg the 
Roanoke Times newspaper,and in th^ paper saw a photograph of 
one JAMES EARL RAY wanted in connection with the shooting of Dr. 
KING. After looking at this photograph- in the newspaper it _ 
occurred to hiLm that the man in his place on 4/17/68 looks like 
the photograph of RAY.SHEFFIELD observed a photograph of 
ERIS STARVO GALT i.ncluding ttlar’ged photographs appearing on a 
wanted flyer,and stated that,the man in his place does not in any 
resemble the photogapphs ^r drawings of GL^e dotv towever think

| . . 44-657-1418
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings 

5010-•!08-01

SEARCHED. J^NDE)(tD..jCp'''
SERWUEDDJ^lLfiLED -J?—-1

APR 25 W
Pan FBI --I^MONND ^ I
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the man he saw looked somewhat like the photograph of RAY 
appearing in the 4/20/68 issue of the Roanoke Times.

Mr. SHEFFIELD sai-d he does not know of anyone el.se who may 
have seen the person h.e referred to and coulLd furnish no other 
informatoon concerning the man. -

The photograph of GALT was exhibited to Deputy Sheeiff RALPH 
HILL,Henry County,Va. and other law enforcement offieers who work 
the area i.n the vicinity of Villa Heights Grill.Each sai-d he had 
not seen anyone in the areaon 4/17/68 or any other time who looks 
like the photograph.

Mr.SHEFFIELD infmed ■ that should he see the unknown man 
again he would iiieddately advise,and it was observed that there 
are no other taverns or eating establSeiments i.n the immediate 
vicinity of the Villa "eights Grill.This grrll i.s located on 
highway 220 North of Maaitnsville in Henry County,Va. and . 
approximitely one mile north of the Marrinssille City limits.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REPORT 
- of the

ZaA LABORATORY -Aa

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

■ WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
To: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: Appil 24, 1968

FBI Fite No. 44-38861
Re: MURKIN

CR
Lab. No. D-560792 JK

D-560790 JK
D-560788 JK

Specimens received 4/15/68, loom FBI, Savannah

K36 Piece of paper bearing five specimens of laundry tape 
taken foom a machine used by the Taylor-Hulse Dry 
Cleaning and Laundry, Augusta, Georgia

Specimen received 4/15/68, from FBI, Richmond

K37 Two pieces of paper bearing six specimens of laundry 1/ 
' tape obtained from a Thermo Seal marking machine used //

by the Bonnie Bright Laundry, Arinngton, Virginia //

Specimen received 4/15/68, from FBI, Jackson I

K38 Seventeen specimens of laundry-tape taken ff?m a.Th6™0 
Seal marking machine located at the Ellisville State 
School, EllisviHe, Mississippi-

K39 Eleven pieces of laundry tape five of which bear samples 
taken foom a Poly Mark machine of the Crescent Laundry, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

K40 TWo pieces of cloth bearing specmiens obtii^d from a 
Thermo Seal marking machine located at Long's Laundry and 
Cleaner’s, Tupelo, Mississippi .

K41 TWo pieces of cloth-bearing specmiens obtained foom a 
Poly Mark machine located at the.Unnversity of Mississippi

K42 Thirty-eight specmiens of laundry tape taken foom a 
Thermo Seal marking machine.located at the Keesler Air 
Force Base Laundry, Biloxi, Mississippi

K43 Eighteen specmiens of laundry tape taken from a- Poly Mark 
machine located at Rex's Southern Cleaners;, Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi . , • J

Page 1 (continued on next page) APR 2 5 1968 
' . ' . • •. . „ FBI — RICHMOND.
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I

J ■ Result of examination: ' ;

| _It was colluded -that the laundry tags appearing
j oa title Q69 and Q70 articles of clothnng were not prepared
| by any of the machines used to prepare the specimens
a , ; represented by K36 through K43,

. K36 through K43 have been retained.

Page 2 
D-560792 JK 
D-560790 JK 
D-560788 JK

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Laboratory Transmittal Form;
7-72 - . l._ „ „

HIL' 
Z-t:L_ LABORATORY -L-ft—;.

■ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: FBI, Memphis (44-1987) Date: Aprrl 24, 1968

M aboveo
Re*. MURKIN - .

CR K I I | John Edgar Hoover, Director
00: Memphis V ■ OJ

ExamlnaHon requested by: Jackson, Savannah
Richmond

FBI File No. 44-38861
Lab. No. D-560792 JK

D-560790 JK
D-560788 JK

Reference: Aiotels, 4/12/68
ExaminaUon requested: Document

Remarks:

Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

(Lab oeport)^_r-r-657- 
Richmond (44-657) Enclosure (Lab report) ^'HED ~*^XND^ 
Savannah (44-1768) Enclosure (Lab report,' "' ^£-2^

■ Jackson (157-9586) Enclosure

1 - Albany (44-493) Enclosure (Lab report)

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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FD-350 (Rev-. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray Wanted ’Bwt*fl

OnKing,Convict Sayd

DALTON, Ga. 2? — A con­
victed murderer who was in
prison with James Earl Ray, 
now hunted in the slaying of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

, King Jr.„ said Tuesday that, he 
| once heard Ray . say he would 
/ be willing to try to collect $1  J million for Wing the civil 
} rights leader.

■ aymondjrCurts.,.. 40, the
> saBe age s Ray, is in 
J Whitfield /County,, Ga., 

the
jail

1 awaiting ’action on appeal of a 
; murder conviction. Curds 'said 
that he and Ray were prisoners 
at the Miiriiri State

a Pententiary when John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated 
Nov. 22,1963, in Dallas, Tex:.

. “Another boy said, ‘Wefi, 
, thereis a miUton-dollar bounty, 
, to get King.’ King was runnrng 
1 his mouth pretty good titan. 
; Ray said, ’If there is a miliom- 

dollar bounty on Eng, I. befieve 
I can collect it,’ ” Curtis said.

[ Curtis said . he met Ray in
! 1955 when both were prisoners 
• in Jackson County jail at 

Kansas City, Mio. He said they 
i shared a cell tor seven months. 
’ Then, Curtis said, Ray was 
i transferred to the Leavenworth 
■ federal prison to sei've a term 
} for forgmg postal money 
■■ orders. Curt’s said that two 
; weeks later he also was sent to 
) Leavenworth.

He said after about six 
i months he was transeerred to 1 the Atlanta prison- and did not 
I see Ray again until late 19611 or 
j early 1962, when Curtis went t;o 
: the Missouri State Prnitentiayy 
) on a 10-year aarmed. robbery 
’, rrn■tence. d .

rrrvnlg a 20-year armed rob4 
bay sentence. Prison records ! 
confirm that Curtis and Rayl 
were inmates at the same time.

• The two saw each other “a—- 
most daily” Curtis said. ' .. (g

H was,,in the. prison yard,. 
Curt;s said, that he and Ray 
saw television news reports of 
Kennedy’s assassination. A few 
days later, .he said, a new pris- ' 
oner came in and said that a. $1 
miffion bounty had been putt on 
King; by a “KKK business- ,f 
man’s asrociation.” . ’ 6

“The only thing he would! 
make a. long conversation out f 
of was when he was- planmng 
somethinig and you were a part ’ 
of it," Curtss said. “Anything? 
hedidwaslOoiiuthly! 
planned..’ 1

Curtis said he heard Ray l 
mention a King bounty several i 
times. At one point, Curtis said,-; 
Ray rrfrrI•rd to the Kennedy? 
assassination.by saying, “Boy,ip, 
probably somebody made a/, 
nice little penny off of that. K . 
rurr wi.sh it was me.” V

In Los Angeles the Federal 
Bureau of Investlgrtion is seeld 
ing a wom.an in connection with } 
the hunt for Ray, the L,os A^ i 
geees Tmees reported Tuesdayt.. ! 
The FBI refused to comment.1 t

The paper said it learned the ; 
bureau is looking for a blonde, 4 
blue-eyed woman, about 27, I 
who was reported^ s^n with ! 
Ray in Los Angeles this year. ; 
She disappeared about the '

said.

i ■

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Page A-1

RICHMOND TIMES — DISPATCH

.RICHMOND, VA.

Dae 4/24/8Edition:
Autlior;
Editor:
Title:

Morning

Virginius Dabney

Character:

Clarrificaiinn:
^brnitUng O^RichmOIdd 

I I Being Invrrtlgatrd

SEARCHED __aj_.INDB(ED
SERIAL1EED tf

APR
FBI -
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AP Wirephoto

Raymond Curtis, 40
He Wais kaySCeuiifite
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MM8

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) - P -

SUBJECT:

.Re Cleveland teletype to Bureau and EiclsaoH, 
4/22/68, ■

The following xnvestsgotiOozx was conducted by 
SAs FRANKLIN R. WASHBUTO and JO G. MC CARTHY#

■ Gru, East
£-MC-..ALLLTEB, Arthur's 
essHle, Va„ advised

that hie is the owner and opator of the restaurant* 
MC ALLISTER advised that he/ls the only male Caucasian 
employed at the grill and at he most frequently 
operates as tie counter- MC ALLDSTER was observed
to have the same physica/stature of JAMES EARL RAY, 
bait- did not possess any of the facia.# physical attributes 
of RAY and-did not have any scar on the center, of his 
forehead or on the palm of his right hand.

MC ALLISTER stated that his lifeooig resddence 
is Charottesvile# Va*, and had opened Arthur's Grill 
in 5/67*. ■ ’ ■ '

Judge ALLEN SPITZER, Municipal Court Judge, 
Chalootessvile, Va., a patron in the restaurant at the 
time, advised that he has known MC ALLSSTER as a local 

IS “•-5651 to^Rite’

• JGM:^! : SEARCHED.... • •-
(5)18' SERIALIZED,

INDEXED:___

- FILED-
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RH 44-657

resident Tor many yearn.

On 4/23/66* Assistant COP C. O. DURHAM*
Charlottesville, Va. PD and Deputy sheriff M. W. 
SANDRIDGE* Albemarle Co. so, Charlottesville, Va„, 
both advised that MERVIN L. MC ALLSTERU owner of 
Arthur’s Grill, has been a uee-tog resident of 
CarlcOteGville, Va, and has operated the restaurant 
on East Main st. for a period of about one year.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2* •
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
■4

I

FB I
Date: 4-23-68

Transmit the following in--------------------------------- ----- :————--------
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via_AJRTEL_________ (Priority)

TO:

FROM:

DIBBCIOR., FBI (44-38861)

SACs RIClfflOOND (44-657) -P-
MURKIN 
CR

4-22-68
Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau, Memphis and Richmond

For information WFO, retel advised individual as NO 
PERRY took Delta flight #106 frm Atlanta, Ga., on 4-6-68 
•routert^o London, England, with stop-over Dulles Internatobiail 
Airport. Gave Georgia phone number 462-2382. Atlanta unable 
to verify phone number. _

On 4-22-68, JERRY TIERNEY, Passenger Service Repre­
sentative, Pan American! Airiiees, Dulles Internatoonal Airport, 
Chantilly, Va«, advised that a review of his paanfest sheet for 
Delta Airiness flight 106 for 4-6-68, revealed one PERRY (no 
initials) enplaned at Atlanta, Ga., en route to London, England 
PERRY was fyng economy class. He advised the flight 
originated New Orleans, La., .With stop at Atlanta and Duller. 
At DUJtes, the Delta crew was releeved by Pan American crew
for 
for

continuation of the flight. He stated it was not necessary 
the passengers to deplane at Dulles for Customs check. .

3 -
2 -
2 o
zl \ on

Bureau
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Memphis (44- 
WFO (44-7'03)

2l- Richmond 
SEL/lnm 
(11)
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INDEED...
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RH 44-657

Mr. TIERNEY advised more infomation re PERRY might 
possibly be available at the Pan American Compter Center, 
16th and K Sts., NW, Washington, D. 0., phone RE 7-8900.

He advised Pan American crew memmerh for the flight 
were as followss

- Capt. W. W. HESTER;
- Co-pilot D. D. ECKER;
- Flight Engineer J. J. BUTLER;
- Navigator F. W. RAPPETOE, all based Kennedy Inter­
national Airport, New York

The ptrsor was J. P. BOT

Stewardesses were?

- T. X. RANDERS;
- Co A. HEGARDT;
- C. MIRANDA; .
- K. B. TALMOTH and ’ • '
L. B. SIGBE, all based Dulles Internatoonal Airport.

LEAD:

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

Contact Pan American Computer Center, 16th and K I
Sts.9 NW, for any identifynig; data re NORM PERRY. :

All of the above data, pits the lead, was telephorncdly j 
furnsshed directly to WFO by Alexandria RA. . . ’

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

2—
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64-)

F B I

Date: 4-23-68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, RIOMOND (44-657) -P-
MiJMIN
CR

4-22-68.
Re Atlanta teletype io Bureau, Memphis and Richmond

For i01fomatioo WFO, retel advised individual as NORM 
_took Dita flight #106 from Atlanta, Ga., on 4-6-68 ra— 
e to London, England, with stop-over Dilles International 

i^ort. Gave Georgia phone number 462-2382. Atlanta unable 
to verify phone number. .

On 4-22-68, JERRY TIERNEY, Passenger Service Repre- 
sentabive, Pan American Airinees, Dilles Inteniatoonal Airport, Cf

P

Chantilly, Va., advised that a review of his manfest sheet for. 
Delta Airinnes flight 106 for-4-6-68, revealed one PERRY (no \ ' 
initials) enplaned at Atlanta,'Ga., en r°ute to London’ England. 
PERRY was flying economy class. He advised the flight 
origniated New Orleans, La., with stop at Atlanta and Dilles. 
At Dulles, the Delta crew was releeved by Pan America crew 

continuation of the fight. He stated it was not necessary 
the passengers to deplume at Dulles for Customs check.

for 
for
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