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SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE V
O: #4182; W. F, #442-A )
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INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY
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Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional
publications such as shoppers' guides should not be overlooked in
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive.

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation's
press in bringing about the prompt apprehensmn of this badly sought
fug1t1ve. . _

Prompt distribution should be made a.nd additional
supplies, if needed, are available at the Buréau; ' The following number
of mats and proofs are bemg forwarded to your off1ce under separate
cover: 150. . .

As an additional means of securing widespread publicity
concerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines
which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fug1t1ves should
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap-
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release, copies of which are available
in each office,along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be
encouraged and special attentmn should be given to publications aimed

at -rrun‘orlty groups. - 4L//é6 / P
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UNITQ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSRICE
B

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIUN
BUREAU OF INVESTI

R ' Richmond, Virginia
_In Reply, Please Refer to R e

FleNeo " May 3, 1968’

TO: ALL NEWSPAPERS

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
! I, 0. #4182; W, F, #il42-p
; CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
; INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY
/ ’ “TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM
’- . 7

i_ ‘ .,:\A./

. Enclosed herewitﬂ are:a newspaper mat and proof
concerning captioned in'ﬁvidual who is being sought in
connection with the recent shootlng of Rev, Dr. Martin
Luther Klng, Jr., at Meﬁphis, ‘Tennessee, on April 4, 1968.

Ray has been added to the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted ~
Fugitives" program, and the FBI is requesting the assistance, .
and aid of the nation' Press in bringing about the prompt
apprehension of this b%dly sought fugitive, °

It would be mnst appreciated if the enclosed
material could be plaged in an early issue of your publi=-
cation and, if possible,. that the" materlal be republished
from time to time therpafter. '

Your eooperatfon in this matter is greatly
" appreciated. |

I
!

’

L Very truly yours,

i o
X

| ,

|  ROWLAND C. HALSTEAD
[ Special Agent in Charge
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KX 44 696 PAGE 3 ‘
oN KEanbr FROM SHIELDS NURSING HOME»> LATE AUGUST

SiXTY:SEVENa NILES VISITED LEWISES-iN CHATTANOOGA FOR

m'

THC OR TH E

DAY -

N '

NILES FROM AUGH SIXTY SEVEM- UNTIL HE APPEAREﬁ_UNANNOUNCED

’;ﬂ
. rrj

IOD . LEWISES DID‘NdT HEAR FROM

CHATTANOOGA ON'JAN. TEN LAST.  NILES REPORTED HE HAD BEEN
LIV{NS AT .ANP HEADQUARTERS, DALLAS, TEXAS. NILES. R VﬁIth"

1N DRUNKEN STUPOR AT MOTEL PLAZA, CHATTANOOGA: TENN{:_

LJANs TEN TO NIGHT OF JAN. THIRTEEN LAST: HHEN MR. LEWIS
PAID HIS HOTEL BILL, PURCHASED BUS T;éxzf AND PLACED
'NILES ON BUS ENROUTE ARLINGTONs VA. WITHIN FEW DAYS

FOLLOWING HiS DEPARTURE: LEWISE“ PEFFIJLD ]0 O“MATLDN

NILES OOt TE D 0 PSYCPLQ WARD» EAET P ST%TF HQ%DITﬁ

g

‘DRAWERHQ{ BUILDFNG.?EN:~~1LLTA$SB RG> VAo: WHER HE

REPORTEDLY WAS STILL CONFJ NPD A“ or M“" IﬁQ.LMszmw»* .
\M_____‘__,_._—-—»-—’::‘ .
"LEWIS‘ADVIﬁED HE AND WIFE

-

ESIDE DGR QJJ %QY: ALno:

) ’FJ

‘

tMAY, NINETEEN SIXTY-THREE UNTIL SEPT. SIXTY7SIAs WHERE
LEWIS EMPLOYED AS TEACHER. ON FEW OCCASIONS DURING THIS

. END PAGE 3
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KA 44-696 PAGE 4

PERIOD., ROCKUWELL. NILES AND CURRENT LEADERIDF ANP >
fAYLE (PHONETIC)». WOULD STOP BY LEHIS: RESIDENCE FOR
NILE TO HAVE BRIEF VISIT WITH HIS DAUGHTER. LEWIS
STATES DOES NOT BELIEvg“SILES CﬁPAELE OF RESORTING TO

TO—?H?SICAL VIOLENCE BUT HAS INDICATED REPEATEDLY HE WANTS

. . I 4

TO RE MARTYR. LEWIS FIRMLY BELIEVES NILES WANTS TO BE
-~ N - \' ) _‘

KILLED AS MARTYR FOR SOME CAUSE. NILES HAS THREATENED

<

=y

<

SUICIDE ON NUMERQGS OCCASIONS QVER PAST SE ER%L YEARS.
LEWIS AND WIFE HAVE CONTINUALLY BEEN*EMBARRASSED
BY NILES FOR NUMBER OF YEARS ANDON LAST VI3ITs JAN.-
SIXTY-EIGHT> WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM IN THEIR RESIDENCE.
LEWIS COULD ONLY FURNfSH GENERAL INFQRHAT;ON RE NILES
‘AGT$VITIES: AL THOUCGH LEWIS MARRiEé CECILIA NILES N

NINETEEN FIF

-

Y EIGHT, HE DID NOT MEET NILES UNTIL ABOUT
SIATY-T#HO OR SIXTY-THREE. LEWIS STATES ANY DISCUSSION
WITH HIS WIFE. NILES' DAUGHTER> PHYSICALLY AND  MENTALLY

I

£

DISTRESSES HER. LEWIS REQUESTED THAT HIS U NOT RBE

P
r

END RAGE 4
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KX 44-696  PAGE 5

INTERVIEWED RE NILES. LEVIS VERY COOPERATIVE BUT DOES.
NOT WANT TQ CAUSE HI% HIF% ANYAMDRE gR;E?,OVEWlACTIVITIES
OF HER FATHER AND DEFINITELY DOES NOT HANT INQUIRY AT,
GHATTANOOGA THAT WOULD BE HARMFUL TO THEIR GOOD REPUTATION
CAND HIS EMPLBYMEN%: R
-LEWIS STATED &ELES HAD PHDTDGRA?H;C SHOP.INnUNKNOWN

CIT( DURING WORLD UWAR 11> THEN 3PEN

3

CO' SIDERABLIE TIME

- IN ALASKA FOLLOWING WORD WAR 11, ALSO REPORTED TO BE

Y

LEADING SALESMAN IN U.5. FOR AMERICAN .CORPORATION, -

SELLING ESCYCLOPEDEAS'@N v;ciwzév'gs CLgngéwé AND !
CINCINNATI. QHIO;ﬂNINETEEN"S%XTY&O&E @R éleYide}"HE
THEN SUFFERED ONE OF HIS MORE SEVERE MENTAL‘ﬁISDRbERSgl
FOLLOWING WHICH HE JOINED ANP ABOUT_NINETEEN»S}%TY;TWO
OR SleyfTHEQE: |
REG;STEAT;QN CAR» HOTEL - PLAZA», CHATTANOOGA- TENNg?
REFLECTS NILES REGISTERED AS F RANK He ﬁ@LgS;,THREE‘FIVE -
.'ZERO~SiX LINDERKOOD AUE:}.DALLAS} TEHAéf ARRIVING NINE
TWENTY-EIGHT ?3M: QAN;~?EH LAST AND‘DEPARTING TEN THIRTY
THO Pt JAN. THER?EEN LAST: -~

END PAGE 5 - - . o
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5/3/68
PLAINTEXT
TELETYPE URGENT
TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987) AND NORFOLK
FROM: CLEVELAND (44-565)

MURKIN, V/y; AN

RE KNOXVILLE TELETYPE, MAY TWO, LAST, TO DIRECTOR,
CLEVELAND, MEMPHIS, RICHMOND AND NORFOLK.

INVESTIGATION, SHIELDS NURSING HOME, THREE NINE ZERO FIVE

OBERLIN AVENUE, LORAIN, OHIO, REVEALS FRANK NILES, BORN
FEBRUARY TWENTYFOUR, TWO, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, FROM AUGUST
SIXTEEN SIXTYSEVEN - OCTOBER SIXTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN, AT WHICH
TIME HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE LORAIN CONVALESCENT HOME.
MR. AND MRS. SHIELDS, OWNERS; MRS. SARANN SCHNITZLER, BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATOR, AND MRS. CATHLEEN KLIER, NURSING ADMINISTRATOR,
ALL VIEWED PICTURES OF RAY AND ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT CONTACT
NILES WHILE A PATIENT AT THE HOME, ALL REMEMBERED NILES WELL
AND STATED HE WAS AN ALCOHOLIC SUFFERING FROM SEVERAL PHYSICAL
ATLMENTS INCLUDING EMPHYSEMA, HEART TROUBLE AND ASTHMA, HE
WAS ALSO SUFFERING SEVERE DEPRESSION AND WAS PRIMARILY TREATED

END PAGE ONE. |

JDR/ jky . Yt =65 —&ﬂ.‘//

(3) SEARCHED INDEXED

L - Knoxville (Ml 696)‘ (a0 SERIALIZED_.______FILED
. - Knoxville -

(D~ Richmond (AM) WMAY 61968
/) _FBI—RICHMOND
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




.~év 14%565 y
'PAGE TWO e | -
iFOR THIS LATJ:ER AILMENT 'r}moueﬂ MEDICATION. HE WAS ADMITTED

 FROM. ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPI'I'AL WHERE HE WAS TREATED FOR THE DEPRESSION
* BY ELECTRIC SHOCK. ~ALL DESCRIBE NILES AS SLIGHFLY TRRATIONAL,
| ‘ALWAYS TALKED OF THE AMERICAN NAZI PARTY AND PRIOR TO:
' CHRISTMAS SIXTYSEVEN, SENT THE HOME A CHRISTMAS CARD FROM
. DALLAS, TEXAS, BEARING A LARGE SWASTIKA. ~HE OFTEN STATED HE DID
* NOT LIKE NEGROES AND JEWS AND THE OPERATOKS OF THE HOME FELT
. HE. SHOUID BE ‘COMMITTED T0 A STATE HOSPITAL, HIS ONLY VISTTORS
_'von HO' OCCASTONS WERE mmsoms FROM ALCOHOLICS- ANONYMOUS WHO .
TRIED 70 HELP HIM. 'HIS RESIDENCE WAS' LISTED A5 sTOP ONE THREE.

‘TWO, WESJ.‘LAKE ROAD, VERMILLION, OHIO, AND HIS LAST EMPLOYMENT

| . WAS WITH' THE AMERICANA ENCYCLOPEDIA commmr FRIOR T0 JANUARY,
| ,,,-'_'s:cmsmn. : | | ‘

DR. WILLIAM J' P FEICKS, PSYCHIATRIST WHO TREATED NILES,

ADVISED HE HAS NOT HEARD FROM HIM smcr: ‘GCTOBER szx, SIXTYSEVEN

HE . RECALLED NILES SUFFERED FROM SEVERE DEPBESSION AND ALTHOUGH

o _-HE! '.I.‘ALKED AS THOUGH IIE’ MIGEE HARM SOMEONE THE DOCTOR DOUB’J.‘ED
:THAT HE HAD ANY PGI‘ENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE. THE DOCTOR DID NOT

- END PAGE TWO. ST e e L e
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CV 44565
PAGE THREE
RECOGNIZE PHOTOS OF SUBJECT RAY AND NEVER HEARD NILES MENTION
KING. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING
NILES IN CLEVELAND. | | N

ATRMAIL, COPIES TO KNOXVILLE AND RICHMOND,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

P.
END.
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memEe - ‘
G3A GEN. REG, NO, 27° . .

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ' : T
Memorandum

ALL AGENTS - S paTE: ‘5/8/68

SAC, RICHMOND (44=657) ~Pr

MURKIN

~ cosT “DATA

' Beference is made %o memorandum to all Agents in
‘captloned matter dated. M/Q4/6 o

Figures and other. data compilad as instructed in
above memorandum are to be forwarded to- ASAC MYRON E. LIGHT
by each Agent, by the end of the last wqu day each and
every month until further notice. N _

"

Each Agent,
SAC ,

ASAC

Mr, Wagner

Mr., Humphries

Mr. Trow

Chief Clerk

Chief Steno - ‘
Righmond (44-657)
gsl
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FRI RICHMOND . ' ' ‘
A .

FBI PHILA

713PM IRGENT 5/7/68 LCC

.TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 1P C \

MURKIN -
TWO ‘ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY

TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASHINGTON. PHOTGGRAP& NUMBRER ONE SHOULD

4

. BEAR CAPTION "JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEN
. . S

SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXICO)." THIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF ‘RAY IN DARK
. N ' ,
CLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER TW0 SHOULD BEAR

1

CAPTION. "JAMES EARL RAY CPHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR
EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEM SIXTY-EIGHT TN CALIFORNIAD.® THIS 18
HEAD SHOT o? RAY IN BUSINESS SUIT\HHICH gﬁows MARKED CLEFT IN
CHIN. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED -TO REPRODUCE‘COPIES OF THESE THO
PHOTOGRAPHS.LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE-

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THROUGH ALL MEﬁIA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF

EACH OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ALL OFFICES. ,
. L . | SEARCHED. -..ccor _.|NBEX20-.—."""Q':
LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISED. | semauize. . e \

MAY 71968

FBI — RICHMOND ¢/

END

)T‘.‘CS; | . : ’
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More Ray Photas j
;jR*eI.eased by FE If

WASHINGTON (@ — The FBI
igsued today two more photo-
graphs of James Earl Ray,

.,‘vj o is being sought in con-

n'}:ction with the murder. of Dr.
artin Luther King Jr.
"{ An FBI. spokesman said one
. of the latest photos'is ‘“consid-
- ered to be the hest possible like-
.ness of Ray.”

So far the FBI has issued five.

{ photos of Ray. .

} The one the FBI considers
'the best was taken in late
'J anuary or early February of

. thisszesrssomewhere in Cal

~‘ o e e e b

- by.

“ collar.
! The California photo appears
i to have been taken without the

*‘use,.of flash, .and with “side

.| what FBI descriptions -say — |

i to vary widely. The Mexican.
. plcture discloses 'a inan with a

nia.'It shows Ray wearing a
dark checked jacket, striped tie
and ‘button-down collar shirt. "
There is a curtain directly m'
back of him. and a lamp near-;

SOURCE NOT REVEALED
The FBI would not say whe
it obtained the picture, oy {
where precisely it was taken1
or by whom. { :

The other new photo, which |
the FBI said was taken last No-
mber at an undisclosed loca-
tion in Mexico, shows Ray

| wearing ‘dark glasses and a
+ light colored shirt open at the |

lighting. The Mexico photo ap- |
|pears to have been made with
1 the use of a flash camera.

The two new photos confirm

that his weight has been known |

‘thin face and pomted chin, |
much as he appeared in 1960

e e e i
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[PUDGINESS’ |

But the picture taken in Cali- {
fornia shows him edging up to |
pudginess, with a clear cleft in "

S oy ~-l\
-l

| his chin.

Other photos isstied earlier !
by the FBI included one of him \
taken at a Los Angeles bar-:
tending school.

The original showed his eyes
closed. At first an FBI artist
drew in some open eyes, but ;
later eyes from another photo-'
graph were imposed photo-
graphically. The bartending
photo was taken in early March .
of this year when he graduated ’
from_the school in Los Angel- :

The remaining pair of photos :
were taken in 1960 in con- |
nection with his conviction for-
armed robbery. He was re- |
ceived at the state penitentiary ‘
in Jefferson City, Mo., Marchv,

N

| 17,1080 taserve 20 years. He
%ﬁ {

 escaped April 23, 1967

R p——
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PAGE TUWO Y 1
PRIOR TO JUNE SIXTYSEVEN. AND MOV?D BACK FROM RURAL

RESIDENCE TO THIS SAME ADDRESS IN JANeo SIXTYEIGHTf DURING
ENTIRE‘PERIOD SINCE HUSBAND'S RELEASE. SHE RECALLS TwWO PHONE
CALLS FOR HER HUSBAND, BOTH FROM AN UNKNOWN WOMAN. WHO DID NOT
IDE&TIFY HERSELFf O&ElCALL RECEIVED ABDUT CHRISTMAS

TIME> LAST> AND SECDND CALL CAME JANUARY. LAST. DURING THIS
PERIOD)IHER EUSBAND WAS HANGING OUT SOME AT LOCAL BARS IN AREA,
DRINKING> AND MRS » BQITTQN BELIEVES CALLER WAS S0ME -WOMAN HER.

HUSBAND WAS POSSIBLY "PLAYING AROUNDY WITH » - SHORTLY |

“AFTER THIS TIME. HE CEASED HIS DRINKING AND GOT STEADY EMPLOYMENT.

ONLY TIME THOMAS BRITTON MENTIONED SUBJECT RAY WAS AFTER RECENT

CDNTACT BY FBI,» WHEN HE EXPLAINED REASON éOR FBI WANTING TO

TALK TO. HIM. WIFE STATES BRITTON NEVER. MENTIONED ANYTHING ABOUT
RAY . DURING TIME RAY'S NAME AND PHOTOS WERE BEING SHOUWN IN.NEES‘

MEDIA. ®RS. BRITTON STATED SHE WILL COOPERATE FULLY AND KEEP
) ’ ¥

BIRMINGHAM ADVISED OF 'ANY DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING HER HUSBAND

AND / OR RAY.

t
\

GLADYS KEYs KNOWN AS "MOMA HAYWOOD»" OPERATOR OF THE LITTLE
WARRIOR RIVER CAFE» NOTCRIOUS BEER JOINT NEAR DORA» ALA., ADVISED SHE
AND EXHUSBANDS> CeCw HAYW?QD: FORMERLY JOINTLY OPERATED ANOTHER BEER

i

END PAGE THWO
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PAGE. THREE
JINT, HALF-A-MILE AWAY, KNOWN AS THE RIVERVIEWs FROM JULYs FIF TYEIGHT

UNTIL SIXTYFOUR. EXHUSRBAND STILL OPERATING SAME PLACE. MRS KEY

£

UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY PHOTQO OF RAY AS PERSON EVER KNOWN TO HAVE
FREQUENTED THE RIVERVIEW. EITHER DURING FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH -SIXTY» OR
HER PLACEs SINCE APRIL. SIXTYSEVEN. STATES HER PLACE OFTEN FREQUENTED
BY MEN WHO WORK ON BARGES ONéwéRRIOR RIVER> WHICH PASSES HER FRONT
POOR . C'Cf HAYHWOOD NOT LOCATED YESTERDAY> EFFORTS BEING MADE TO
INTERV IEW TODA?- |

YMAMIE MITCHELLS OPE&ATOR OF ROSE'3 PLACE> ROUTE ONE, DORAS
Al.A.>» ADVISED SHE HAS HaD THIS PLACE)SINCE SIXTYTHREE. IT WAS
KNOWN AS JOHNNIE'S PLACE AND PARKER'S PLACE DURING PEEIOD
FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTYTHRES: AND AS MAMIE:S PLACE IN SIXTYTHREE.
BEFORE REING NAMED ROSE'S PLACE IN SIXT%FOU%- MITCHELL UNABLE TO
IDENTIFY PHOTOS OF RAY AS INDIVIDUAL SEEN BY HER »

NOTING ABOVE,. AND INFORMATION PREVIQUSLY FURNISHED ABCUT

RAY BY THOMAS BRITTON» IT APPEARS THAT BRITTON'S INFORMATION IS

'CORRECT» AND THAT FOR RAY TO HAVE IDENTIFIED TO BRITTON, '"MOMA

HAYWOOD™ AND TO HAVE KNOUN ABOUT TAVERN NOW KNOWN AS ROSE'S
FLACE, WHICH WAS KNOWN TO RAY BY SOME OTHER UNRECALLED NAME,
RAY VWOULD HAVE DEFINITELY HAD TO HAVE BEEN IN AQEA AND FREQUENTED

END PAGE THREE
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PAG FOUR

THESE TAVERNS IN FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTY. RIVERVIEW IS IN
REMOTE AREA AND DOES NOT ADVERTISE. ROSE'S PLACE IS ON OLD US
HIGHWAY SEVEN EIGHT» NEAR DORA- ALA. CONCERNING THE ALL-STATE
CAFE AND NIGHT CLUB, .IDENTIFIED BY BRITTON AS ANOTHER PLACE
REFERRED TO BY RAY IN CONVERSATIONS WITH BRITTON IN PENs THIS
IS COMBINATION CAFE AND NIGHT CLUB. THE CAFE IS ON THE GROUND
LEVEL AND OPERATED BY ED AND ELEANOR HOLLLS. UNDERNEATH THE

CAFE IS NOTORIOUS NIGHT CLUB AND, DRINKING JOINT> WHICH IS

OPERATED BY HOLLIS® BROTHERs HAROLD HOLLIS. THIS PLACE HAS BEEN

IN OPERATION BY THE HOLLISES SINCE FI?TYSEVQN: BOTH ED AND
HAROLD HOLLIS STATE PHOTOGRAPHS OF 3UBJECT NOT IDENTICAL WITH
ANY CUSTOMER KNOWN TO THEM. EITHER DURING PERIOD FIFTYSEVEN
THROUGH SIXTY» OR SINCE APR.» SIXTYSEVEN. BOTH‘HOLLISES:

MAMIE MITGHELL, AND GLADYS KEY A&l FURNISHED I0-S OF RAY. AND
ALL STATE THEYvﬁILL COOPERATE WITH FBI- ES%ECIALLY IN VIEW OF
REWARD OFFERED BY MEMPHIS NEBSP%PE%S- FLEANOR HOLLIS AND HER
COOK> MYRTLE NELSON». IN ALL-STATE CAFE, BOTH IDENTIFY SIXTY
SEVEN AND SIXTYEIGHT PHOTOS OF RAY AS PERSON THEY HAVE SEEN IN
CAFE, BUT BOTH STATE THEY ARE QNABLE TO-%URNISHE ANY OTHER INFORMATION
MHA?SOEVER ABOUT THIS INPRIVIDUAL, INCLUDING DESCRIPTION
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