
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)' ■ . ’

F B I

Date:'

Transmit the following in
-(Type in plaintext or code)

Via .
(Priority)

PAGE TWO ' . .
SA 44-1242 ?

RECALL NOTHING 'REGARDING THIS POLICY.THIS; POLICY DOES .

.NOT INDICATE .GALT WAS. ACCOMPANIED/BY ANYONE;. CHECK' OF " ';

LIFE INSURANCE2 COMPANIES IN! NUEVOLAREDO,.;MEXICO, NEGATIVE . 

FOR LIFE INSURANCE POLICY UNDER JAMES. E/TRL RAY OR ANY KNOWN

' ALIASES. ALL INSURANCE. AGENTS . ADVISED’THEY- ONLY MAINTAIN.

. RECORDS ON ' CURRENT POLICIES ON WHICH' THEY ARE COLLECTING J.

PREMIUMS AND RECORDS 'OF ALL EXPIRED. POLICIES .WOULD; BE '

MAINTAINED IN MEXICO, D.F

END AND ACK PLS.

M. PeriApproved-: ______ ■ / '_____— ; Sent;
Special Agent in Charge/



a - Bureau 2 - Miami
2 - Baltimore 2 - Mobile
2 - Birmingham 2 - Newark '
2 - Charlotte 2 - New Orleans

■ 2 - Chicago 2 - New York City
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Norfolk

' 2 - Cleveland 2 - Philadelphia
2 - Columbia 2 - Pittsburgh

? 2 - Houston . .2 - Richmond
2 - El Paso St. Louis

■ 2 - Indianapolis San Antonio
:: 2 - Jackson Savannah

2 - Jacksonville 2 - Springfield
2 - Kansas City 2 - Tampa
2 - Little Rock 2 - W?o"



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . . ’ . . ■ ’ I '

. • FBI ' ■ . |

• / . Date: I "

Transmit the following in _ _________ :_______________________________________________  [ . .
(Type in plaintext or code) ।

Via__________________;__________ __ ______________ ’ ]
■ ’ , . (Priority) . •

—------ i------ -  —._____ ___ _  _________ _____________  __ __ ■ 
AT 44-2386

■ All receiving offices are requested"to check car 
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen 
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider 
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject 
RAY. The same consideration should be given to any cars

. « recovered in the near future that were stolen from the State 
of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those instances where cars were 
Stolen from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot 
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted 
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and 
transported same. •

• ARMED AMD DANGEROUS. ■

- 2 -

Approved; ------------- -- ------------------------------------ Sent _________________M Per ___ 1_____________
Special Agent in Charge . • ' ■ • ,



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ‘
MAY 1962 EDITION .

. GSA FPMR (41 CFM.Jgl-IU’

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, 'SAN ANTONIO .(44-1.242 5 (P) DATE: 4/23/68

FROM SA JOHN M. KEM'MY ’ • ■

SUBJECT MURKIN

.Re Memphis airtel-to All Continental Offices dated . 
. 4/19/68. ■ ■ . .

. Referenced airtel reflects that the FBI Laboratory 
advised that pillowcase and bed sheet were found in front 

. of 1966 white Mustang registered to ERIC STARVO GALT, which 
was located- at Atlanta 4/11/6 8. These items contained 
Thermo-Seal laundry tapes of approximately same size as 
tapes on items previously recovered but are yellow in color 
and contain code *’20R—3,. " in opinion of Textile Marking , 
Machine Company, Syracuse, .New York., the tapes were produced
by .a- different machine- than previous tapes 
three characters are 15 point type-.and the 
are 18 point type.. ■ •

- The Textile Marking Machine ..Company 
in above.code would be the' lot number, the

since the first 
last two characters

suggests the 20 
R may mean that

this was a return of a.batch of laundry, and the three is tie 
’ bundle number. ' . ' . ■ • . ■ .

Referenced airtel sets forth a lead to all offices . 
to recontact1laundries determined to be operating Thermo­
Seal Marking' Machines in an effort to locate laundry using 
the code ”2 OR-3." . . .

. Review of San Antonio file reflects the following 
laundries in this Division are utilizing such machines, ■ 
and this information is set forth in Albany airtel- to Bureau 
dated 4/11/6 8.; . ■ ■ ■ . . ■

6/- San Antonio 
JMK/sms.
(6) . . | W&.^.. i iw.-

T ■ ANTON a

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5O1O-1O8-O2



.SA 44-1242

Austin j Texas ' . ’

Model Laundry , .
Brownsville, Texas ■ zFT4 ‘ 4

Sunshine ■ Laundry and Cleaners, ’ . ■ ; ,
214 E. Hutchinson, . .
San Marcos Texas A

Vogue- -Cleaners , 
207 E. Avenue 0, 
Killeen,. Texas

. White- Star Laundry,- ■ .530 San- Pedro, I .
San Antonio, Texas

Leads concerning, these machines’ were previously handled 
by SAs. JAMES E. FARMER',” CLAY ZACHRY or JAMES R. ; WILSON,- TOM- 
CHAPOTON, ED JONES and J. ROBERT PORTER.

It is suggested that leads to recontact these laundries 
in connection with the request set forth' above, be assigned the 
above mentioned Agents. '

-2 - .'



AN AN TO N

EBL-OKLA CITY

1129AM URGENT 4/23/68.EPC

TO' DIRECTOR -44-38862; MEMPHIS 44-1987; DALLAS ANDEAN ANTONIO

FROM OKLAHOMA CITY 44-686 2P

MURK IN. . .00 - MEMPHIS

./-INDIVIDUAL USING NAME RICHARD^ BURNS; ONE THREE TEfiO ZERO

EIGHT E,. AVE.;, FT. WORTH/. TEXAS; CLAIMING EMPLOYMENT ELCO CORP

NO 'ADDRESS:; . REGI STERED QUO . UADI S MOTOR HOTEL; PONCA C I TY./ OKLA

■ .APRIL NINE. LAST/ FOUR. THTRTYFO.UR P.M. ; , I NDICATIN G ■ VEHICLE , .

NINETEEN- SIXTYSEVEN' MODEL.; TEXAS' LICENSE; FIRST LETTER. ILLEGIBLE;.

CL DASH' SEVEN .TWO ONE; ON RE GI STRATI ON .CARD; .- AND. SKIPPED’ BILL

APRIL. TEN LAST; .AFTER HAVING THREE -MEALS FU^NfS'HEQ/T9vR00M

DESK. CLERK AND BELLBOY; -WHO'-DEMI VERED' TWO MEALS' TO ' ROOM'.

. STATE THIS' INDIVIDUAL STRONGLY/'RESEMBLED PREVIOUSLY OBSERVED

NEWSPAPER PHOTOS OR SKETCH OF SUBJECT AND SIXTYEIGHT PHOTO OF

GALT.' DESK CLERK .CHECKED EQR VEHICLE OF BURNS;- WHICH WAS

BELIEVED TO BE SIXTYSEVEN FORD THUNDERBIRD; TEXAS LICENSE' F D. H

FOUR FIVE THREE; 'WHICH-. WAS ' ONLY TEXAS : VEH ICLE ANDmONLY FORD .

.END PAGE ONE

w



.page two > • • ': ' • . ' . ■ . . . •....

THUNDERBIRD PARKED IN THAT AREA OF MOTEL PARKING, AND MADE

F PRETEXT CALL TO BURNS' ROOM DURING WHICH HE WAS ADVISED BURNS ’ 

DROVE THUNDERBIRD. REGISTRATION CARD AND MEAL TICKETS OBTAINED 

FOR FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION. . , ' > A • ' , ‘ .

SAN ANTONIO AT AUSTIN. ASCERTAIN REGISTRATION- SIX.TYSEVEN :

. -.TEXAS F D H FOUR FIVE THREE, AND SET OUT LEAD TO IDENTIFY O.R

■ eliminate burns". . . . , . - ■’•

DALLAS AT FORT WORTH. ATTEMPT TO ID.ENTI FY RICHARD, BURNS,

■ ONE THREE ZERO ZERO EIGHT E. AVE., AND/OR' ELCO CORPORATION, .

TO IDENTIFY AND/OR ELIMINATE BURNS- . ■ •

■ END . • • ■ • • ■ E-,.

GAA' ■ . ■ ' ' ■ ■ : ; . . ■ .

FBI SANANTON < ’ ' . < " • ,-, ‘



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via

TO:

■ :from:

FBI

Date: 4/23/68

PLAIN TEXT __
, ’ (Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT ' " ' '
(Priority)

DALLAS (44-2649) (TELEPHONICALLY), MEMPHIS (44-1987)

ANB OKLAHOMA CITY (44-686^ - ‘ '. '

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242 < >\ < '

MURKIN

REOCTEL TODAY CONCERNING.SIXTYSEVEN THUNDERBIRD BEARING

• TEXAS LICENSE E D H FOUR FIVE THREE.' ■ ?• .

. IT IS BELIEVED INSTANT LICENSE WOULD. BE SIXTYEIGHT. TEXAS 

LICENSE INSTEAD OF SIXTYSEVEN DUE TO FACT VEHICLE-BEARING THESE 

PLATES WAS' OBSERVED AFTER DATE SIXTYEIGHT LICENSE MUST APPEAR

ON VEHICLE REGISTERED IN THIS ,STATE AND.. IN VIEW OF .FACT TEXAS 

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT RECORDS REFLECT, THE SIXTYSEVEN PLATE WAS ISSUED

FOR CHEVROLET AUTOMOBILE.'’
1 ’ • ’ \ ’ - ’l - ' ’■'■ .,' J4?''4' ^'’ . * ’ ’

REGISTRATION DATA CONCERNING SIXTYEIGHT LICENSE NOT ON FILE

WITH HIGHWAY. DEPARTMENT AS YET AS HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED FOR

FILING BY TARRANT COUNTY TAX' COLLECTOR'S OFFICE. ^4^{^ 

DALLAS AT TARRANT COUNTY TAX-OFFICE 'ASCERTAIN REGISTRATION

DATA AND THEREAFTER COVER LEAD SET.FORTH FOR SAN ANTONIO IN

RETEL

END '

1-San Antonio 
.1-Dalias (AM) 
(2)

—DAW/daw

Dallas advised by

Dictated to

■ Approved Sent M Per

.yLe-wtieQ. 
Serialized 
Indexed/ 

Filed. . . . .



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 - - . ,, - . . . . > , ► . . ' * ' . r :
MAY 1962 EDITION ’ . . .. ■ 1 J
GSA FPMR (41CFR) 101-11.6 ' - ? '

UNITED. .STATER GOVERNMENT ; V f ‘

Memorandum
. FILE .date.;. ..April 23, 4968

FROM,1 SAC J. MYERS;COLEH /

MUR^ \
subject: . . . . : 1 . ■:

4. . \ This will record that on-4/18/68 SA FRANK-ROOKS of the
. Houston.Division advised' telephonically- that. a. Houston' Complaint Clerk 
. had.received an. anonymous, call -from the;Houston. Airport to,the effect 
that a person'resembling'.suspect GALT,- wearing-a.moustache,' had. . ; 
-been .observed getting'on Continental Flight-153 leaving Houston at . .
10:30 A;- M., to arrive.’San.Antonio-11:16 Ao. M„-. -The suspect was,-... ’ 

' observed to be traveling with.a-Latin?American..' ’ -4 ■ , • : ‘ •

. j.’-_ -linstructed SAS KEMMY' and MOODY.to ..meet'this plane- ' . 
.and to observe all passengers, looking toward.an individual .resembling 
'■GALT./ 44,/;4:4-4‘.-4^ ..444.: : . .

- 'This was -done' and ho- passenger -departing' front- this" plane
• had-any similarity lo GALT op.,-'.'4' 4';.; 4-4'-4'-.'. 4

4'4,/ I called .Houston back and told'them that, no-individual. - 
resemblirig.'GALT had.-gotten dff.the'plane» '■ 4' { -:-/,-'-■ ' ■

' 4 ■ . 4 ' 4 •/.-■44 -4<4-.^

' Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings: Plan . 
'5010-108-02 „ ' 4 ’ . ' . * • .



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to' FILE ; date: April 22, 1968

fRom : SAC J. MYERS COLE .

subject: MURKIN

. This will record that at 12:10 P. M. today Assistant Legat
JOHN FOARD, Mexico City, called and inquired if we could determine 

' the time of day GALT crossed into Mexico on October 7, 1967.

As the file will indicate, a prior check in the Nuevo Laredo,.. 
Mexico entry point revealed that he entered Mexico on that date, I 
checked with SA SLIGHT, who in turn had inquired of a Mexican 
insurance firm in Nuevo Laredo and found that on October^ 1967, 
at 11:00 A. M., GALT purchased automobile insurance for travel 
into Mexico . While it cannot be certain that he departed Nuevo Laredo 
at that time, it is. highly probable that he entered Nuevo Laredo, Mexico 
on the 7th, spent the night and proceeded into Mexico the next day.

Mr. FOARD advised he desired this information so that 
he could better trace Galt’s movements and approximate arrival time 
in Mexico City.



SAC(44-1242) ~ ' 3. ; , April. .23,,’ 1968

< SA B. E. DEFFENBAUGH, JR. - . '

murkin 3/3'33,<'/' ‘■■-‘3..\33 3'3 3 :

( Re Bureau Tel to All SAC’s 4-22-68 . J . 3

,...- . - , .-r .The following SI/s and PSMs. were contacted by the writer 
on this case on the dates indicated, as per instructions in'referenced 
Tel, Unless noted to the contrary,- all contacts were negative:

4-22-68 SA 695-S - <
4-23-68 SA 048-S - ; ■
4-23-68 - SA 779-PS1 - .3"-'-V. V - ■ ‘; ’:

.. -. 4-23-68 SA 813-PSI '< ' • ,.i ... r; 3 :. -3..- .

BED/dam 
^44-1242 
1-134-363A 
1-134-550A

L-134-376A 
l-134r562A

(6) 3 '

^43^—3f3 

I SEARCHED _JiWXED __~ 
SEaiAU«n-.^L^^

. . ■■• ■■/W2 3i963/
_._Jg3Jj^^MT0fW^



• . • OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 ■ .. »*’
/ MAY 1982 EDITION * ‘ ’ ” .t-

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 ’ ' ^ . .\ |

. UNITED STATES GO'

5010-107-02

'MENT

Memorandum'
TO ., : SAC (44-1242) date: April; 23., 1968

FROM : SA' JOSEPH E. JONES

subject: MURKIN

On 4/23/68, Mr. John W. HollandjDistrict Director,/. I&NS, /’O ;. ’
San Antonio was furnished 160 copies each in English and

. ‘Spanish of Wanted Flyers /A 442 and 442A on ERIC STAVRO GALT, S ’
;<AKA. '.s

: ’ Mr. Holland said, that he would be glad to distribute them 
,J to I&NS and Border Patrol personnel at San Antonio, Del Rio,’.

Eagle Pass, Laredo,.; Roma,-Hidalgo and Progresso. • •'.’/.,.',’ ;,.’ .

It is noted that Brownsville is in the Port Isabel District Z-’.’ 
' and copies of the Wanted Flyers for that area should be : ; .

furnished to RA at Brownsville for distribution to Port. Isabel.

*

•. vV •' ■ APR#'
’' t' ■ FW -SAN 'AHTOIWv./

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



SAC, SAN: ANTONIO (100-9191) <; . ; . .4/18/68'

SA JOHN M. KEMMY ^ /^ ^

' NATION OF ISLAM \ C •
. is - noi

On 4/11/68the writer exhibited a photograph of . 
BILLY JOE KIRBY to SA... 731-R who said' he'did .not recall . 
.seeing'.'that person, at. Muhammad's Mosque -of, Islam (MMI), 
meetings in San Antonio. ^. It ./should be: noted that the Air' - 
Force has requested-that this office exhibit :KIRBY’s ..' .w . ' 
photographs to sources .. in the .MBlIl -.KIRBY is., in the. .' < . 
Air Force. ; w

. : SA 731-S was alerted'-to, furnish any; information . .
he may have concerning' the murderer of. 'MARTIN. LUTHER. . .
KING./ / ; '

: . SA 7 31-R was alerted to .furnishiariy .informal he
may have concerning, the'/'poor people1s.mdrch."

1-100-9191 J
1-170-34A . '/' ■ . ‘
1-157-687 ' •
da4-i242\ - ;



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242)

I.

date:4/23/68

from : SA J. ROBERT PORTER

subject: MURKIN .

. Mr. JIM COLLINS, Manager, Frontier Steak House, 
Hemisfair grounds, advised that he had a white male by 
the name of FLOYD RATLIFF working for him in the restaur­
ant.

. . On 4/22/68 Mr. FLOYD RATLIFF identified himself 
to BuAgents and made available his Air Force Identification 
card bearing serial number AF 13164808. RATLIFF is a 
retired Air Force Master Sgt.

It should be pointed out that RATLIFF did look 
a little like JAMES EARL RAY and that to the untrained 
observer he couffid be mistaken for the same.

5010-108-01 .
Bay U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

>lw<l Radio
4-23-68 URGENT

TO ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI

MURK IN .

□ Teletype

REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL 19 LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND

DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY

UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES, OR ARMED ROBBERIES 

(POSSIBLE ITSP VIOLATIONS) OCCURING AFTER APRIL 23, 1967. 

RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDEREDSUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS 

AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHON ICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION^

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS

SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN

BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS BEING SEARCHED AGAICNST

LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURGL

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS

if «aT Q&n§15? cwMisGi Ke above message is to be disseminated outside^^cBureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 

paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau9s cryptographic systems, y „ .



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 18^ EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFS) 101-11.6 '

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) date: 4/23/68

FROM : SA CLIFFORD H. ANDERSON

subject: MURKIN

Re memo to all agents number 100.

In response to referenced memoy the canvass of 
the following PCI’s, inquiring as to any possible knowledge 
concerning MURKIN, with negative results:

^^^^^^^ 137-186 8

137-1867

/.2 - San Antonio 
CHA/dte
(2)

SM0-1OS-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan





The following teletype was received telephonically 
from SA M. C. CLEMENTS at Dallas by Steno KAREN HOWARD at 
9:30 a.m., 4/24/68: 7

TO: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242)

FROM: SAC, DALLAS (44-2649)(P)

MURKIN . . .

00: .MEMPHIS J .

On 4/21/68 B. J. GRIFFIN, 1106 N.W. Dallas ' . 
Street, Grand Prairie, Texas, advised Dallas Office he 
had observed individual possibly identical to JAMES EARL 
RAY in Grand Prairie:,, Texas. On 4/21/68 he saw this 
person enter 1963 blue Chevrolet, 1968 Texas license 858, .
with firstf three letters possibly GZG. Individual described 
as white male, 5*8”, 170 lbs., dark complexion, dark curly 
hair. . . .

Telephonic contact with License Records Section, 
DPS, Austin, Texas, determined above license has been 
assigned to Bexar Co., has not yet been reported to Austin 
as having been issued. GRIFFIN.interviewed; shown photos 
and indicates possibly identical, but individual too far 
away to see clearly. Investigation, neighborhood, to 
locate negative.

San Antonio contact the Bexar Co. Tax Assessor’s 
Office and determine registration information for instant 
license* Thereafter attempt to contact owner for possible 
elimination as being identical to RAY. .

' 2—SA 
MCC:kfh

^/2</a.. iW

• ' •ff?K2'4 1968/ 

AN ANTONIO ~

SEARCHED



The following teletype was received telephonically 
from SA M# C# CLEMENTS at Dallas by Steno KAREN HOWARD at 
9:30 H«H1« $ 4/24/68:

TOJ SAC9 SAN ANTONIO (44~1242)

FROM: SAC, DALLAS (i|W6M)(P)

MURKIN

00: MEMPHIS

On 4/21/68 B. J, GRIFFIN, 1106 N,W. Dallas
Street9 Grand Prairie, Texas, advised Dallas Office he 
had observed individual possibly identical to JAMES EARL 
RAY in Grand Prairie, Texas# On 4/21/68 he saw this 
person enter 1963 blue Chevrolet9 1968 Texas license 858, 
with first three letters possibly GZG. Individual described 
as white male, 6’8'^ 170 lbs#9 dark complexion, dark curly 
hair#

Telephonic contact with License Records Section, 
DPS9 Austin, Texas, determined above license has been 
assigned to Bexar Cd#, has not yet been reported to Austin 
aS having been issued# GRIFFIN interviewed^ shown photos 
and indicates possibly identical, but individual too far 
away to see clearly# Investigation, neighborhood, to 
locate negative#

San Antonio contact the Bexar Co. Tax Assessor’s 
Office and determine registration information for instant 
license# Thereafter attempt to contact owner for possible 
elimination as being identical to RAY. ,

^-/2</3.-/?P
2«*SA
MCCskfh



F.D-3 6' (Rev. 5-2 2-64)

Via _1

EIGHT FIVE EIGHT.

Approved .Sent Per
SpecialPAgent in Charge \

Sei isjized ^
IncexedV
Filed..'

URGENT __ 
(Priority)

Transmit the following in

Date: 4/24/68

PLAIN- TEXT^Vp'
(Type in plaintext dr. .code)

TELETYPE

TC

FROM

DALLAS (44-2649)

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242)

MURKIN

REURTEL TODAY CONCERNING SIXTYEIGHT TEXAS LICENSE GZ G

REGISTRATION DATA FOR LICENSE ESUED IN BEXAR COUNTY . : ■ ^

NOT ON FILE WITH BEXAR COUNTY TAX OFFICE AS YET,.-". EMPLOYEES

THAT OFFICE ESTIMATE ONE WEEK BEFORE. INSTANT LICENSE CAN

BE CHECKED

SAN ANTONIO

FOR REGISTRATION

END

WILL MAINTAIN: CONTACT WITH TAX:OFFICE

INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS. LICENSE

1-San Ahtonio
/-Dallas ( AM ) . (EONFIRMATORY)

T ■■■

Dj.cta.ted

at Dallas oSpi^^^^



:FD-209 (Rev. 2-1-63) ,\
OPTIOHAl POOM NO. 10
MAf 1061 COITION 1 •' . .
OBA GON. aiG. NO. V

SO10-I06

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO sAC San Antonio (137-1503) DATE 4/18/68

FROM SA /Edwin**. Jones
□ SI

□ PCI □ PSI

SUBJECT: SA 786c

Dates of Contact : / / A '•!• ’. ' ’ ' • -1 < ■ > • •
\ 4/18/68

Titles and File #s on which contacted . ’ ' ’.. ” . • . • :*/..’ .-.

91-2518- Unsub Ft Hood Fed Credit Union
42-15347- Ramon Fuentes-Fude ____________
42-15403- Herbert G.Bryan- Fude . . •..□:■•,•"• s’ . . ■ ■

42-15496- Victor A. bldridge-Fudc . \ -n. □ ^ ■ -,.
1C7 _01 A „ P<» 5»1 D-1 c +».mK«?i' M« 4/>v« A vA6e . < * ■ V -.

44-1242- Murkin " ■ ’ ■'v - ‘ ‘ •r '.• ■

Purpose and results of contact . * -. *’ ’ •. •/ “.I * . * ‘* •

^negative Re 91-2518- ^Source unable to furnish any additional 
[^positive information; Stated he had been on lookout for .

acetylne tank of description of one recovered but has 
not been able to find out anything about it. ■ J ' ....;.'’. *V?" •-.•?'

Re 42- Cases- N egative- Subjects all unkonw to source;//.

Above cases assigned to the writer. ./, .■'<>/// •

re '157-310- Source advised that he has not been out actually 
inquiring about this matter, but does over hear al lot in his 
place of business and does enter into discussion; Stated from . 
his observation of general conditions in the Killeen area, he 
did not expect any difficulty in the area... He advised that 
the majority.of the negroes in the area are military or dependent; 
or civilian employees, thus does not expect any type of difficulty 

44-1242- Has never heard of Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey ^owmeyer or 
□ ... John Wi'lard, other than what he has heard ihxpaxx ” .

news media.

| ^Infofihant certified that he has 
■^^irnished all information obtained
. by him since last contact.

Personal Data •

-1-37-1.503 
■ 1-91-2518

7 .-^-44-1242 " 
1-157-310 
EBJ/ .

Coverage

42, 52, 70
Rating ’ ^ ,/ ‘ 

v - Good



FD-209 (Rev. .2-1-63) . .
OPTIONAL K3W HQ. 10 - 1, ,

, MAT I Ml EDITION - ‘ .
GM MH. ttG. HD. 17 r ’ ., •

MIO-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC San Antonio 137rl398 7’

FROM sa Edwin B. “ones

^p 4/18/68

K ^i 7' □ cr ,/; ; CW’ '

>> 7-^<> • □ pd7.< □psi .

SUBJECT -. SA 752- c

Dates of Contact . ‘ .,7 ^ \. .- . ■- ;' ’■j*P‘'Vi ‘

Titles and File #s op which contacted ' . '"4 vf.-/1' • v S./• / j’ - C/^’v .

91 - 2 51 d*-hu sub/Ri bond,Fed Credit Union — — 
42-15347- Ramon Kuentes -Fade •: < ’ 77 *
42-15403" Herbert.Bryan- llide. □rgy^y.?: 
4’2ipi549v“ Vivtor A JjAJriJ jew Fuae . - ..— _ ~— 
152-i311ha-J2aJiiai-JZihliii±piis^2^^ 
44-1242- urkin ’ ’ 7’-‘i 7 'v ''

Purpose and results of contact' ■ 4 ?■ ,7 p 1 - ' . .7,” ^5; • , * 7 . ...

[^negative Re 91-2518- . Source unable.to furnish any additional .
^positive information concerning this mattero Stated he has been 

on the lookout for info re the aceyylne' tank recovered bu 
has, not been able to cope up'with any infio* ■ <

Re 42- Cases- Negative- Subjects ..unknown to..source * All- cases 
assigned to writer. '; •

157-310- Source advised that he has not actually been out seeking 
inf or in: this matter, but; does overhear zu lot ...in his store and doe 
engage in conversation with cutosmers; ! From What he has' heard doe 
not expect Any difficulty in the Killeen area. ■ 7 /

44-1242- Baines of Uric Starve Galt, ‘Vyey kowmeyer and John h’illari 
unknown to him other than what he was read in news media. 7

■No excessive sale of small hand guns or rifles noted by source.

t

1

Personal Data •

Rating .’ y. \
J ' . Good

p~~| Informant certified that he has.
^^Urnished all, information, obtained’ 

by him since last contact

Coverage

1-91-2518
' UL^7.-jLTilS—— 

@>44-1242 
1-157-310
EBJ/

4^z^2^oj_
isaw'
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum .
to ■ : sac San Antonio €137-1773)

from :. sa Edwin13. dohes . •

subject: &aurice Bamiltoh . ’

DATE: .. 4/18/68

• . : . □ ci> ■ ■ □« .

QXCI □psi"

Dates of Contact . i ' • ' . ’ I • ’ . ” . • ’ * .

—--------- 4/18/68 .' j ■ • /—
Titles and File #s on which contacted j, ’" ■

91-251-8° ^nsuh Ft Hoad-Fed _Cgid.it Union  — 
42-15347° Ramon Fuentes Fade : ?•------- ' . '
42-15403- ^erbert ^ryan- Fade 
42-154 i'u^ ‘Ac tux A . olui j_uyu—l_ude 7
157°310"__ facial. Cond^tion?,__ adrur-Uihan—Areaa.
44-1242- Nurkin. " . 7 ; ~

Purpose and results of contact * .’ . ; . ’ ’ "• -,.*.• ’ • • * • . • ■ .

□ negative 91-2518- ^eg- Source has been unable to turn up any
POSITIVE information regarding this matter, Did advise that 

Johnnie Wells Was nd longer in Killeen Area, that
Wells had been arrested in Louisana and was under 30,000900 bond
Did not know charge at time of arrest or who he was with.

Re 42- Cases- Subjects unknown to source. Am 42 cases assigned 1 
writer.

0

157-310- Source advised that since he runs the only negro motel 
and club in Killeen area, he is very close to this subject. Statec 
that from his observation of the conditions in the Killeen area, 
he would not expect any difficulty, unless some outside agitators 
came in to stir up trouble. ,e stated that mainly, the people 
in Killeen are military or dependents or civilian employees of Ft 
Hood and thus are not interested and have no interest. He stated 
that He difinitely did not expect any idffiuclty along this line.,

44-1242- Could furnish no information along this line.

[]£j.’n form ant certified that he has Rating
furnished all information obtained
by him since last contact. •

Personal Data . * • •

1-137-1773
1-91-2518

T^-q.4 —1242 ’
1-157-310
ebj/ '

42-52-79-
Coverage ..

Good

jSMW^- <

r 4 F



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION '
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, (44-1242)

from ■: SA J. ROBERT PORTER

date: 4/23/68

subject: murkIN 
CR

Reference Memphis airtel to all Continental Offices dated 
4/23/68.

On 4/23/68, SA 787-G was contacted re-subject 
and given a flyer (Wanted) of JAMES EARL RAY,aka. He 
stated he wouid post the flyer in a conspicious location 
and personally be aware and alert to the possibility of 
RAY appearing in the area.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-01
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MAY 1662 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) DATE: 4/22/68

FROM SA J. ROBERT PORTER

subject: MURKIN
CR

On 4/22/68 at 6:50 am, an unidentified male 
telephonically advised this office that a man fitting 
the description of the picture taken of JAMES EARL RAY, 
AKA, in 1966, was presently employed at the Frontier 
Steak House, Hemisfair. He advised that the man arrived 
a few days after Hemisfair opened and that he talked of 
leaving in a"couple weeks" for the Philipines. 
He described the man as being courteous and quiet and 
a "traveler". Stas He further advised that the man works 
from 12:00 until 9:00 pm.

The above is submitted for information.

44~/^i

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-01
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GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO • SAC, San Antonio (44-1242) date: 4/23/68:

from • Richard U Bonnet

subject: MURKIN

This office was contacted telephonically this date 
at approximately 5:30 P,M, by a Mr, Dunnigan of the 
Phoenix Office^ Mr. Dunnigan informed writer that a 
woman in Phoenix that owned a motel had seen a man that 
resembled James Earl Ray* This was checked out and the 
person in question was a Lon R. Hummel of 5939 Falcon 
Street, El Paso, Texas, This same man was driving a 
white Ford bearing licence C L B 94, Mr. Dunnigan 
requested that we check and ascertain the status with 
regard to this man’s drivers license. As time hindered 
check Mr. Dunnigan agreed to a call tomorrow and writer 
indicated that the information would be obtained for 
him tomorrow 4/24/68 and he would be contacted as to the 
results by telephone, ; ' . . ..................... ;

The above is submitted for information.

6010-108-01



4/24/68

AIRTEL '

TO '/SAC, MEMPHIS '.,

■ FROM:

RE:

• SAC, SAN ANTONIO (4 4 -12 4 2 ) ( P )

MURKIN

00 f MEMPHIS

Re Dallas airtel'to San Antonio 4/22/68, copy 
of which is enclosed for Memphis. \ ■ •?

Investigation ,-• McAllen, Texas, 4/23/68, « '■•’' X
determined REX BENTON BLEDSOE, wife BARBARA, and three -' 
children have resided at 137■E. .Quince 'since 7/15/65; . .
.previously resided Weslaco and ,Alani-b , Texas'. / -; : • . .•

. • •BLEDSOE, WMA, born Charleston, Texas, . .
• 5’7”, 160 lbs., brown, hair,- hazel-brown eyes, has 7 ■■ 

several arrests at McAllen PD and Hidalgo Co. ■ SO at .■'-\/. / 
Edinburg, Texas, in 1950/ 1960, 19.62, and 1963 re ’ k - -1. 
traffic violations, disturbing.the -peace, and drunk. ’"A-• •’
Never photographed or f ingerprinted. - ••. " • \ 5*

j •' ?•'■’ BLEDSOE, formerly employed as used car salesman, .
■has been employed as electrician for. Rowe Electric Co., '- • . 
McAllen, Texas, past five to six years. • .

On 4/23/68 Mr, BILL ROWE, Rowe Electric Co.,/ - . ,‘ 
McAllen, advised that BLEDSOE made trip past weekend . 
to Dallas, Texas, to trade 1960 Cadillac-, 1968 Texas /. .A 
JGJ-866, for another Cadillac. ROWE- stated BLEDSOE has 
not missed day of work in past several months. '. ’ ./ '..• . ..

San Antonio discontinuing.re BLEDSOE

2 - Memphis (Enc. 1)
l-s~ Dallas (44-2649) (Info); 1 

CM- San'Antonio

Indexed......;.
. Filed .,.........'■.

fc/,i jteci
Serialized
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

F.B.I. Says ‘Gale Is an Escaped Convict

S':

&

I ’V

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,)

Page 1

The

New

New York Times

York, Nev; York

w B 1S:
fc®

$

1
W; WB. W

SB
9

>c.atod Press and United Press International','
Photos issued by the Federal Bureau pF Investigation are’said to idepict,"James Earl Ray<J 
at lelt in 1966, center in: I960 and right in; 1968,. under.the nameof .Eric StarvbrGaltR:

■^r^^Specilal to^he New&ofls/WtnesX^^^ 
!;^Ai01I^^ 
The/Fedcrai Bureau? of * Investi­
gation announced today,that an 
escaped convict named';James 
Earl. Ray' was/the -man 'being 
sought under the alias£of Eric 
Staryp. palt for . the murder bf 
the, ■ Rcv.R^f.''^.Martin J^q^ftr
Kng^f>’7 .^?-^W

The bureau pictured’Raykas 
avtrouble-prone "drifter” /with 
a 'flqng, record of-erratic^Zand 
vioient' befiaviof?' '

■!:<.Gdlt’sTtriiej.lderititjt > wa£"dis\ of ;^^ 
tpvercdyancrf^^ 
pri^ 
inyeiti^tiotf|{i^ 
Wlt^t^^M^^ 
53,000.'perspns .listed as;wanted 
by; ;iij e; bureau.

'Af.crnej’ General Rarnsey 
SarkiandrJ^^ 
dir6ctor^f^e. b^ 
a/joirit announcement■that Ray 
escaped from .thb Missouri State; 
penitentiary’ pn^pril '23, 1967. 
^Ray.^a140-year-old . native; of 
Illinois^. Had sefyed; (seven years'

armedsrqb^ cafLtheff: in' 
.SiVlipuisM^^
^Tfier? bureaus 1 reieascd, - front 
and;si&?jff^^
Ray[;&a£^^^
Souri iprisorit officials'-ih; TOGO; 
They. bear a "'close resemblance 
to pictures of Galt, .taken in 
■1968'; ••tbifc-^e-jijureatJ- released 
BsOW^W 
• Ray. bad close-cropped. hair 
hn&aiieahei^

Continued on Page.31, Column 4

Date:

Edition

Author:

Editor:

Title:

20April 68
City Edition

Character: 

or ,

C1 a s si fl a a ti on:

Submitting Office: Sail Antonio 
| | Being Investigated

. SEARCHEI 
. SERIAL^ TILED
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Continued From Page? I, Col/ 4 

,^oto? shows,; bpt^thepintrud- 
nng.left.ear.jwni^th^bu^ 
ieniphasized';.;irtt pts ini:ial d-.-- 
)§briptibnt&W^^ 
fe-th^ame? in-1^ 
8'^®te®WW 

jderrtfty^afte^^^ 
cfock^check'-bf 5 fingerprint rec-

VyFingerprints can .be matched 
quickly? by- ’ ah:! elaborate}. ClisSt 
ficatioh-and; filing''system; when 
;the/fliU>;10^piatsy^ 
i<rib^b:ner^ 
iori h'a^'card^itKat^idehtifies-^ 
finger'' -and : hand ?represented

>} But? when <ionly .a- few prints 
are^:aVaiIal)le?b?ah^
known -which'fingers;,orithumbs 
taade^the^
Jchecked ? only by .-•■ comparing 

prints; on ,, the card pof: each 
MnW.?^^

>Ray yi.was>said to ; nave/, .used 
th e ■ names ^-of!; J am es ■: McBride', 

and. James-0 Connor,during his: 
criminalV;rcire^
KB.E*?1 file’&.y ?fo^ 
against^ Gait^iWrWedhesday; 
it.gave' two 'othetaliases^Johfi 
•Willard .and? HaryeyPLb.wmyet. 
Y -TKeyjidentifica^ Galtr as 
;tiie;,';eljc.ai^?<^ 
■some.pttheycfo
led' to: speculation jGalt ' might 
Imve eihablishedwa1'false:iden­
tity in : contemplating; the'?j& 
gasffl£i^g<j£^^

Wa®
phased- a: white Miistang • car£in 
Birmingham?-'Ala; A. • Despite&ef- 
fbftsYto^^^
earlier ' activities.-'no trace 'of

:ive
&£t‘.was':ob&i;^

.conspiredjwith a person.“whom 
‘He .'allegeab toF.be: to
:td'uhjufe?Drr;kirig'.and)*viblate 
his- civil; rights?; jWf i ph ‘ 
' Dr.yKing-? was killed!t: by? a 
smper?6hj’rAiw^ 
rights?leader-;str>::! ;<i i i ,' 
eony.'iofAtheVL'orram^ 
MeinphisZi^
thorities-'have sworn out. an.-ar­
rest warrant-charging Galt.with 

aS?Bureau, Ksppkesn

'pbfth&h^^ 
■ ifafbthd'ftih^

W New Warrant Planned!}?

tai^KSSB

'■in charge of the Birmingham of-. 
ifice^i^thaebecatiseGaltiwas 

rant issuedyontWednesdayjwas Idgallyisufficicnt.A;^;?^^ 
.. A’isoiirce'said.that the-bureau, 
rthdugfityiriatti?^ 
bhdth'er^jprpbabtf  ^^^ ■ a
feIatiye.§;GalV had; reportedly 
!told'ai-guh'---store.;clerk'..ih.Birmi 
brigham- that','.he- arid^tos^^^ 
tPW<^ 
riflejneiWas-purchasingi-KAS 
?iOTe;;30ri06-^ 
rifle''?whO^ 
str«t!..ohl}Aprili'^ 

jorPr.;King’s': murder.

n



IW'IMIS feSBS”S 

last; fall; he was/de/ 
lF;B.r;t.ha3'!^ 

a 'Aipritlv lribnspiracy<?witHwriit/in^

(BfitWoMeSKmioJ^^^^ 
iSsJtAi^
i;“allegeci^ .; .Who-1 ®1

sWITNESSEWER
IOreeSES'hl i^ffiDescjii pilons!

fefiti&fiiiiE^ta
£M^

^'‘BIR&^^ 
U9^Triefde^^^ 
ippiicey»an^ 
assassiripbf^ 
''Luther/King-i^^^ 
iwidely.^ 
:as; four mem 
lurideri‘.stispici^f£^ 
fefAfsqtirce liri^^ 
[paitmeritftlS^ 
iWitnesses/pnj^ 
'BfiriunghamJ^^ 
IStareb;''.^ 
i.TarriesfEa^^ 
!murderer?'pfi^ 
{tofb'e'lde^ 
.gfThis/^bb^^ 
why'.fthe/Feder^^^ 
^sfigafipnifotl^ 
;a!ndS.de^^ 
.^iyirtnghts’^ 
iresult&hfrom^ 
$ft'Sh^
{toriiey 7 GeriefalpRan^^ ,
/saidl^haf th'erei^^ 
iof'a'iconspirac^^
^Before;,t^'0jiIr^iMMw 
Jtnere. wefe’.faf^ 
i'arate'''' deseijiptibri 
ibnesses'.'^ 
^qj-triei-las^

/.Galt .had ?been, 'described'/as 
ifollbws:// f//^®pi!j'i'f i/f 

'/lOfs/Who.^^ 
jphls/rpbmi.n^^

Southern accent.. He was"desr S^ggWl®
<&ibe&asib^^^

,kifcMa?gi&vWefxi^^
Mami?frbrtf whomlk;Galtfbpught(

.alipriirfpff.biripcpiara '^- no
^gciseif#®^
^S The./description,^wHich’i/.was 
releasediWedhesdayfnightiisaid

i-cp^spiracynbj.’k^ 
.&epeatedSfthist^ 
stays'-affer^he'/sta^ 
^h'e'fpnb.TO^ 
li^Xiasj^jy^^
{chargedjfthat i.Gait,.s-h'ad/ 
rspifed’^yftt^
Jer/ASto wfolafe^
■ffgh'ts^b^
if' On.'several-occaiddh/thb.M 
i,eh$'{has.Ab$^ 
I'^^ei'ideto

IthafGGait'jWas^^ 
SidricliesKand^ 

‘tall;’ weighed; 1.6Q, to'flj!^ 
wasaqfffhiedi^ 
brbwiff Mir iiui&ibiue^^^^

^HisSbri^^
■Wiy:;,20;.^ 
ikireau/apparently.'got.from an 
application./..that/'a/^ 
made" for/ an AlabaiiniF driver’s 
iieensieXilTl^^

lahdteb’eirig^clo^ to/ arresting 
fhim:j\&n/^ ■
iMrrjClarkfsaid/fthat® 
iwas'f/qhf’fthev^ •
Sroin-fWemphl^ 
/agents./clo'serb^^^^ 
^^erii^-trieT^ 
i'ebgedi/publicly^ 
■time that,!&was.'^ 
IriamedlEric^ 
fpareritlyx\did?'jn^^ 
/feBfnjajrierf/i^^

HtievjsKot i;wasy fired ^
IDrlfKihg ■ April 41 ■:;' i?K i:W'11

Galt’srivb^ 
'(ten 07^'//^ 
tijNe^sm^ 
'affpicture’/reieased'/Wednesday 
bf ’Galt. to; the people 5yhp.;had 
IsbeOrim'M^ 
!in!;Mehiphfe!Hj^
; ..-Almost if every-/yvitness^. ■ said 
&WlW^.® 
semble Galt ,
t$iiwb,A%f.d^^ 
'tehWd^tio:?^ 
ftririvtKat'^^ 
isedxtH'Hihameft'^ 
/Galtri'iTf
/Mpri'^arcli^^ 
^Ifc-fteldpribjniMiA^^ Aiab afna 
'Hi^liwayi; Patrol /"to fash- pfor^ai 
'duplicateAcbpy/^^
license'? he got in.-;' September/

■‘/v-1 ™ if fbf71967f;TKe cbpy/was~ir&^^^

:.»W'/.W;;;.'I^Jked;,-/abouU/te

W^K6'^?raW^<dancer/^-c^ 
:w£Q*oughtca;nfle:;in^

.1 e s son sMn;,rN e w.1 Orlea ns /A^he^ jg^
^ime-i J^es/Eart'Rayrtyas,^ iSin'its’-'imiietini'd^ 
,P-rlS(?.Redf ^>^?BB®^' an: ay id. ..dancer,^ 
/®, rf.Ra^ teaidftha^^
/ James/Earkkay/alfiveit^^
cbrivict,’1 Wri'descriried,^F.B.I." as 'briihg/46ityear&bld;to
5'feetT0’;incW.tak:lre^
174 ‘^uhds',^MfitH:«tilte^^^^

^BQfoxi^^ 
t^ftWfiit^^^^

l/g^Aif.pIib.tOgrap^ 
iuwantedj^ 
/necUori^wp^ 
jyjtiqh^pf;^ 
fl^l^<Kln^;J^^ 
■/in/bb^ 
^gf’afn'/bfiiM^
f'9j PiMAtOmorrbi^ 
fWiThe?^ 
.’bgrngsshpwrifH1^^^ 
i-bf^heHEe’^ 
'.yesffgafi'bri;!^ 
fnquhcedf^ 
ipibtu^ 
fon'/ti^fipipgram 
^th'e/public/tofnotff^

!,,■>•.■•■ . .-Aox-...-2^,'5»«*e>Tj^§f pldenttfied/as/Jai^and brown tiaiiviHe'/ha^a/^ ■-- - -;- .-'s -■ ’i act/
in., the'-' center ;?bf J;his^fprelieadi£8^^ 
aiij' on'" the«palm/of; Kis/fighit •
hand.//:/f '
/ Thef witMsses',;iwhd;/say£^ " , ■
’Galt, at''<a/Memphis''Irppmi^ .
house the..'day rpr^Kin^ 
.slain? said' that; he -was"'S; -feet' .
fl pinches''or-.'.6.feet tall, islerider;
<165 pounds,’/withfsandy/M 
The highest,estimate of.liistage 
was/32 years//the. lowest*;'26< .
He’^vas’ .. saicfsfqiiriaye^ 
pairite'd,;nose.'^^^ •
;a<5?.£nSJai2!»ll^^ '



^UM^tVescii^
; WR Was Failure at Every th9^

Because of I Drunkenness, 

l''Ray)Leff^rail:dfyiolehce-^

James . Earl -Ray. .'the man 
isuspecte.d^pf-^^ 
-MaritinlHuthem.-king/ 
ilesc.ribcdyesierdayasa'clrtmk- 
ien^drifte^
■jahdsviole^ failure atrevbryh 
itaih^j-^j^ 
g,;Ray/;was"^ 
g928;|in^
'turingBbw^^ 
alon'gjth^^ 
miles?;nor.th$pn^ 
/■FHh&'fathei^.iJamies / was
born/?? in ^'Carthage?^ 
wbrkedlmamly as a labprer/His 
mother,:;/^^^ 
Maher/Swas/boi^ 
parehth/afe/deddffh^y^^ 
v^Recofdsljb^ 
shmythatrfo^ 
6ne/pf ,;’^ 
to \bd/either': br^^^ 
relatives'/.whb,constantly 
trouble?//.'/y: / r^ti^^S^jy 
r/p^piibstrof 3 Bi others , , 
/sTheybldes^^ threeybr^ 
he grew up in Alton ' and 
Quincy,/RI?,/arid?'1^ 
'thb‘;lbthKgra^^^ 
t’/‘i/just'tiidn’t’w^ 
mofe//Raytdld‘a.'probation^ 

/fiber lin.’lib^ 
lh//Accprding/Uo.t'the^ 
! fepbrt/sSRay/b^ 
/rifting/Hiat/too^
. Hartfprd/IIl;/-where ’he'-went /to 
/ivork/at/^
/Company if6i^77;!&i&J#F^^^ 
He ‘wasflaid/offiin December/of 
/1945/And; seyer^ 
'iyoinedYthe/Army/.'/^

‘ Ray’ servedyfor/more/than 
■^w/years/mostly/ih/Germ^^ 
as? an irifaritryman,-and,:military; 
pbliceihah/;;He/ was ' given /a 
general ■ discharge "in December,' 
1948, Wdausedof, “irieptness arid 
lack' of: .adaptibiiity? to/military 
s.ervice?/y\£i/’/i;^ 
‘ While - .in - servicer-heyspent 
three months' .at hard' labor -for 
fcuhkeni^sf/tancUresisting^

■ArW-v/iLosses His Job ' /?
MRay-was. no/more, able to 
adapbib-civii^ five
months, he tock a.job/operating 
'a/ rubher/mold/in, th'e/pryden/ 
Rubber'lSomp^^^ -
‘$4,/'a.weekbut sbcm/lost/it/l// 
/t/Xt/iis^ 
hpugh£/in/St/.£^ 
possessed and apbank accoiir.': 
iiYi^ltpnyiofjm^ 
was^usedj'bp;^ 
/thRayhf^^ 
’Angelesp/and'.\^^^^ 
.Ray.pthen/r^ 
surprii&dfin^ 
:C3fe'';by?$h^
;&!jiypeiiwr^ ■
'pnythei^irepe^ap^^

" }Xf'He/&ashed.i,ayra^ 
'•ing''£Q:'eiu^ 
'ant/hi/’dro^ 
;itiqriy S^ 
lzseen??ij£j;^ 
cafe/manager 'arid; arrested////? 
m He > t was //co rivicte d*? on?/o nfe' 
count'..'pf/jsecond^ 
and sentenced to/eight months 
in' the.County-Jail,"but-, thq: term; 
was '‘suspended • onythe- cbnditforil 
'that,Ray'spend'fat least ;-90/days 
inydil^^^

• alcohqifej^’t^^
’’ ‘‘I Had Some Beers’ ‘ , 

’/yjfe/tbjM^ 
/^gV^hteh^ttn^
Forum Cafe'to commit a' crime.' 
He said i.hc knew/ribthing about' 
.the typewriter,6r.4b;^ 
ihad- jpeen • arre^tei^^^ 
I^AskeW;^ 
ithe'tbuildihg he.said: /.^y/.^; 
!'O«£r^ess$I;Ka<fe^ 
.■something?/ /; /, / .: ‘ ■ /;C

I Ray told the officerj.that's’ey- 
erar..t4imes';in. Illindis^^ 
tried . ■ to//?cht^ 
drinking.^ 
knew ,what he" was ddingX#—/ 

. dRay./th'em 
cago, .wlu're he •-.vorked as/a 
labdrerttet>;‘^ 

”pany.',®^^ 
teted/a/taxi/^d/after^^ 
block's /put/a pgdri//agmnst?f the' 
drills; head, and/f^ 
/r'rA'r. passerby/^ 
Rayjyseew 
iTHeirlfrekd^ 
fwliich/prOT
S-^./trfedigto,^ 
wasi-slm£ibyj4^

/W1^ $ E,vediarWff?®nSri; 
/;ho-chased;-Ray/^ 
^^yzthat/R.ayjhad'-/saidh

captured//V\^^^ 
'^h:/,3^'/^ -gctti^ out; /of 
yhis.<;j?o , -
/f'Jtay was seritenced"t6,l'ohe/to^ 
••w0. years, arid released- from 
the ..State:,. Reformatory? int ^ 
^3c/Ill.;^
|&S.o:?s^ed/>t.im'e^^^ 
ibefo^e/next .{appea.rM.l^ 
Sfe^fyc^'^where^’K^ 

- ^>9TClP y$d;j ’ih; V.;l 9 5 b f-^c ashi h g» 
/orgedrmoney;.orders;////';//'/

' ’ Arrested Again <5. -•
riSAfteiMt^

■ W>ojl>iR.ayunQ W JtbWWuisj;
j Where/he/fived.^ 
rb.oarding/ohou's.e'.'vinh^^^
1 .fashionable’.- yl/afayettefj^ 
I’area/He/wa/i afr'.^ 
■/O^lO-fopt^
* After IBgrpcery.store ihbia/up/l

■tI()n ■,..'ca!:r>ed^
teP^eiilH.^/^aSiyrils^
•Sages’'.for robb^

i an'd;; th eH dry)
;deh,Wted..ijust^^^
;,/As.f.hey^
^purt/Rayrtried-td/escape/by 
■’umpmg/iintp/ari-^
hWa.s/^^^
the; Misso.uri.-State^ 
WicA-ihe.’^ 
secondytime;
,$,entilatpr'nshgft;'/|//^
,. /l/ciwaspcon fine<i“for £ a/time 
hi the ihaxihwm securi^

Moy but’was ,backyt\U^

sdeGeedcd' <-in /^bsca ping* 
fe/^ihgK^rider/^  ̂
/^ead-t y/;// ^y.
Hs^$&avel^ih&^







~<^ STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^TiCE^W^ .
t ^ ••"•••' / > /^ ^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION..'. 4-23-68 307 HJC
o' W WASHINGTON, D.Q 20537 ” . ;

f? ^“A ^ V?\/,'A v-^ :;’^^ ’/’tv. ?•• *’ /.r':?'? .’^ v ■ •“•• ■; -*A 1 ’ .’ *V?£ / *X V ; ^s^i.. ••Sv •• -"S v /?**. •■• ’V^ '.^ '^i'"^ > /’? •••'”' ’ a9-’ '^ ” •' f 5i^1
^ The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G j§AA , “ furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.^:

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE .^. 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 71

. • WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. ‘ A . -

<£>. CONTRIBUTOR OF
^7 . FINGERPRINTS - £ NAME AND NUMBER . •_•

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED ’

. yr x ? '5 ^c *?
,; \:\ CHARGE \<7 \ . DISPOSITION ^a.V]

Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville,

-Illinois

V Police Department
Hannibal, 7
Missouri ' •,' .• ;:

James Earl 
#2640

James E. R 
#40714

<_, » -■ "'j ;

Ray ?

■•-.-'■ '7'? ■ 

ay*^ . ■

August 
30, 1954

March 23, 
1955<

burglary and
larceny ; • -. • ','

investigation 
of breaking and
entering Post ■ 7
Office ?' < -

State Highway. 7' •< 
Patrol

.Macon, Missouri

James Earl
#B-3376

Hay March 23, 
19557/

cashing7stolen 
postal money;;;, ’ 
orders

released to . 7 
Postal Inspector 
Kansas City, 
Missouri / '-•'i
March 24, 1955

^United States ' .7 .
1 Marshal ’■ :7 - • / 
J. Kansas City, . •<.:
. Missouri

James Earl
#12018 7 ‘

Ray 7 March 2S, 
1955

forgery United 
States Postal . 7

■ Money Order . .

sentenced to ; 7' 
15 months ■/ ;£•; 
custody of ' 
Attorney General

Sheriff’s Office .
.‘Kansas City£•;.-& 7'/'/
'Missouri .< 5 . • 7-

James Earl
#29637;.' . ■

Ray \>' March 23, 
1955;.:

Forgery - 
Government 

. ' 7

July 7, 1955 
3. years and '9 
months

United States • ••. 
^Penitentiary7;;:7 . 
■-Leavenworth, 
-/Kansas A-.. -• '"A ■

■.,■-■■■ 4 ■ J ‘ - ' < < • A

•’^y . • 1’• a'.’v '•• ’-'- *;•• 't.',/.".' •.

James Earl Ray 
#72498-L ■ .

July 7, '7 
1955 •

Post Office
Laws,4.' .•■..' ;7.7-;.
Forge •:/ Money :•• • 
Orders .

■'7'* : ?< ;7’ V- . /. '^' ,>:

3 years and 9 .
months May 20, .
1958 cond it ipnal 
release March. 31 
1959 maximum 
7pril 5,.;;195S^ 
conditional : 
release on chai’g 
of Post Office 
forgery Post ■­
Office Money 
Orders

Police Department
■ Sa, i n t; Lou i s', .

• Missouri ■. ■ ..‘■7. •■•

James Earl
#81071

Hay October 
10, 1959

suspicion of 7 
robbery

•■'• '/v ’" •'''’•'■ ‘ - ■*.'•' •’ - •'•? ■•: • 7* * ' ' A ’4-

■ V f "

LV’A Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads a> 
h^7' being possibly identical with subject of this record, -^^jy/yy • \ >;‘-..<.^:-^ A ';7\;- • ■■■■7'777

' 7 ‘
Oirecfor' • / ' j •>'■





v^W’:W^O3W£UNITED^STATB'^

•
 FEDERAL BUREAU OF 4-23-68 307 HJC

: WASHINGTON D-C.’ 20537 ’
‘4

The following EBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. \ ' .

Director

. CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
. RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED• James Eai 1 Ray for escape April 23^ ■■i967A-.^
(operating motor vehicle without permission
owner; robbery fi rst degre e ”b/m of a D &. B W”) '
(wi11 extrad i t e) Notify Wa rden State Penitentiary
Jefferson City, J 
May 10, 1967.

issouri i nformation received .

O'-. •

- :'. ’ ■

Notations indicated by :*.are. NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but.are listed only as investigative leads as
. being possibly identical with subject of this record. .

John Edgar Hoover . >



1-Bureau

UNITED STATES- DSPADTMENT ©F- ^T^7.'77" 
A FISCAL SU Al AU C? EWSSmAYicO 4-23-68

.

ma
•^

WASHINGTON, DC.

The following FBI record, NUMBER 7;.^
. Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 7 7 7y 7' z ■

is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY;

CONTRlSOTOa OF 
HNGERHUNTS

’ 7 ARBESTED 02 
NAME AND NUMStx _. • . DECEIVED CHANGE DISPOSITION

... > •■ •■'• ’•''<■ ■;''-■ „ ■ ■.7''/!47-J-

WANTED BY BUREAU: James Earl Ray, also knewn as, 
James McBride, J<.mes Walycn, W.C. Herron, 7 777,7
James O’Conner, Jim, for unlawful flight to avoid .7 

custody-robbery first Fugitive Index >#121426 Bureau 
file #88-41730 Office of Origin Kansas Citv 
information, recei ved July 27,1967.7 • : 7;7 •'?7'.*' 7'.i7 
CAUTION: ARMED AND~ DANGEROUS , 7 •'7;-77

Alias: James Wanton

WANTED BY BUREAU: Eric Starve Galt, also known as' 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, Civil Rights-Conspiracy7- 
Fugitive Index #127540 Bureau File #44-38861 Office of 
Origin Memphis. Informaticn received April 19,1968. '77/ 
CAUTION: ARMED AND-DANGEROUS ''7 7 / 77777' 7. ■' ■ ' .7

THIS RAGE SHOULD NOT, BE MS GEMINATED' OUTSIDE 
FEDERAL. BUREAU. 01 INVESTIGATION. 7-77 ‘ 77'7

Notations indicated by * are NOT basod on fingerprints in FST files but arc listod only as investigative loads as7 
J being possibly identical with subject of.this record..... ■ : J. ;>.y 77'j-77tl77-.. ^7 .' ’ ;7'. 7:<7 
7 77'7.7 77:7 ■■. ’. 7 . ■ -7j7? 7?7 J '..->.*•< If '-. '■.■7T77 ■ John: Edgar Hoover 77;7 
> 1 f;,-• 77 '7. ■••• 77 ■.'-77 • V'-' <7 M ..-’.'J';':.' 7 •' ' • '' Director •;,,.: C,



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1S62 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 . .

UNITED ETATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SA.CC, San ^ntonao (44-1242)

from :SA Edwin M, Jones

subject: MURKIN

Re Thermo Seal Tape- Yellow- Ident No.

date: 4/23/68.

2O-R-3.

Vogue Cleaners: Killeen

On 4/23/68, Mrs Gladys Horsley, Manager, Vogue Cleaners advised 
that they utilize the Thermo Seal Tape and Ident Maching only 
for cleaning, not for laundry purposes. She advised that they 
use the yellow and green tape, and place one tape on the 
garment and another tab on the customers receipt. She advised 
that they do not use a combination of letters and numbers on 
their operation. They use strictly a numbering system. By 
that she idnicated that they number from 1 to 10,000 and then 
begin over again. For example, she advised that the series of 
nulntaers being utilized on 4/23/68 was 4616. She does not. 
know oS any one else in the area utilizing a Thermo Seal riachine.

EBJ/ . .

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108*01





SA 44-1242 ’ ' . : . '..' .

' As stated above , 'he- denied', making the call to - 
the San Antonio FBI Office: but indicated that while shooting 
pool in a nearby poolroom,, he overheard an individual he 
could identify only as ,a' businessman from Los Angeles state 
that he was glad KING was dead.- He said he- could .furnish 
ho more information. - . / < 1 . . - . . .

. ; \ This is being submitted for record purposes ■ "
and.no action is being recommended. .-'. . ,

-2-



, OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ___
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA.FPMR (41 CFR) fOf-ft.6 ‘

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to :SAC, SAN ANTONIO(44-1242) datiL 4/24/68

from :SA CHARLES ANDREW ORSI

subject:. MURK IN
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 
00:BIRMINGHAM

Re Memphis teletype to all continental offices dated 4/23/68.

On 4/23/68 the following confidential informants were 
contacted by SA CHARLES ANDREW ORSI and they advised that 
they possessed no information' 06 value concerning the where­
abouts of JAMES EARL RAY:

SA 798-C
SA 781-C

CAO/2

, Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-01



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SACSAN ANTONIO (44-1242) date : 4/23/68

from : SA TOM E. CHAPOTON, JR.

subject: MURK IN

Re Atlanta airtel to the Bureau 4/22/68.

On 4/23/68, GEORGE HETZEL, NCIC Section, and DON 
OVERSTREET, MO Section, DPS, Austin, advised that no central 
index is maintained by DPS that will reflect stolen cars 
recovered in Texas that were reported stolen in the state of 
Georgia.

HETZEL stated that a normal check on a recovered 
automobile with an out-of-state license would be with the MVD 
or State Police of the state of registration. That agency 
should have records of all stolen vehicles recovered that "'were 
registered by that agency. . .

2 - SA 
TEC:fes 
(2) /

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-01



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) date: 4/23/68

FROM : _ SA JAMES E. FARMER

subject: MURKIN

Re memo from SA KEMMY 4/23/68.

On 4/23768, A. W. MCCOLLOUGH, Superintendent, 
Driskill Laundry, 411 E. 19th, .Austin, advised that said 
laundry uses the Thermo-Seal tags of various colors which 
designate the.day of the week. He stated that the. designa­
tion "20 R-3” was not used by that laundry and.that flat 
and fluff material is hot tagged by that laundry.

He noted any alphabetical prefix used on their 
seals would be only on expedit work which is always, placed 
on a white seal with the/designation'of "30". ' 

lot ’

JEF:fes 
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



OPTIONAL FORM NO.- 10 ^
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSAFPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 .

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : . SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) date: 4/23/68

from : SA TOM E. CHAPOTON, JR. .

subject: MURKIN • ' . ' ■

Re memo from SA KEMMY 4/23/68. ■ ■

On 4/23/68, BENNY RAMIREZ, Plant Manager, Sunshine 
Laundry, San Marcos, Texas., advised his laundry uses Thermo­
Seal tags for marking purposes. Colors used are red, orange, 
gray, blue, pink, and yellow.

Yellow tags are used, for marking clothing from the 
ranch unit of the Brown School located south of Austin on 
IS 35. Linens are not marked with Thermo-Seal tags., . .

. The coding "20 R-3" is unfamiliar to: him. He
stated., a "dash" is not used in any of their coding.

TEC:fes 
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
501O-10B-01



; .' FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65) ’ <
. OPTIONAL FOIM NO. 10, * '. • 5010-106

•. . MAY IW EDITION • 
. OSA GEN. >EG. NO. 27 - ,.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Dates of Contact y y

Titles and File #s 01/ which/contacte
________________V/- /2/

Purpose and results of contact

□2*(egative c ~
□ POSITIVE ', ZT
□ statistic z?^

1/1 Informant certified that he has 
/ /furnished all information obtained 

by him since last contact.

Rating / Coverage v . •
Z^cSo-^^^Z jZttsMi/ . ,



FBI SANANTON

FBI WASH DC

950AM URGENT 4-34-68 SAA

TO SAN.ANTONIO 44-1242

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MURKIN
V

RESAAIRTEL APRIL NINETEEN LAST' SUBMITTING

REGISTRATION CARD OF THE TREK MOTEL, AUSTIN, TEXAS, FOR ONE

SP FOUR DONALD D TANNER CONSIDERED A LOOK-ALIKE FOR

SU8JECT RAY

DIFFERENCES NOTED INDICATE THE REGISTRATION C A R D

WAS NOT EXECUTED BY JAME.S EARL RAY ? THE SUBJECT IN THIS CASE

HOWEVER DIFFERENCE STYLES OF HANDWRITING PRECLUDE

DEFINITE OPINION

LATENT RESULTS FURNISHED SEPARATELY, ■COPY BEING

AIRMAIL TO MEMPHIS

END

CAL

FBI SANANTON

P



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

. FBI' . .

Date: 4-22-68
Transmit the following in __________________________________________________________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtql_____________________ _______________ :______________________ :__ _________________________
(Priority)

To: SAC’s, San Antonio (44-1242)
Memphis (44-1987)

/'From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re San Antonio teletype 4-19-68.

The remaining unidentified latent fingerprints and the 
latent impressions in this case are not identical with the fingerprints 
of Herman Peter Kackenmester, born in Weehawken, New Jersey,
who may or may not be the same as the Herman Peter Kackenmester 
described in referenced teletype. No palm prints are available in our 
Identification Division files for Kackenmester.

1 - New Orleans

SEARCHED^^..... INDEXED ...... .....
SERMM^’y^11,.,FIL£Q^“^lllli>>

APR 2 4 1968



FD-20 9 (Rev. 9-13-65) -;1'’'- ' ’
’ ' OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ’ -Y 5010^104 - ■ - '

' . . M*Y HNS EOlTtON 1 ■ J"; -/’ 1 , L
11 ' - ■ ' • "<35* GEN. Uto. MO. 27 ” '-?' - ’

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -

-? Memorandum
TO ■ ' sac SAN ANTONIO (134-499) . oate!'^23/68 □

FROM : SA THOMAS E. MOODY IV / □ ci Xx] 5l □ R (Prob)

: - □ PCI. □ PSI. .'□.R

SUBJECT- SA 739-S o u pj L v 1 : , •

Date a of Contact
4/23/68

Titles and File #s on which contacte 
44-1242 .

140-1072
140-1071

100-10380 __________ _

Purpose and re sults of contact

[X] NEGATIVE
□ positive
□ STATISTIC

. Ml JHFOWMO H-BBS £HAWHET ■
@ Informant certified that he has 

furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating ' . Coverage
Excellent . : CPUSA








