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KURKIN.

RE 3UTEL AUGUST 22, 1978.

ON AUGUST 23, 1978, A SEARCH OF BROWNSVILLE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT RECORDS, CAMERON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE RECORDS, 

AND CAMERON COUNTY JAIL RECORDS, FAILED TO REFLECT ANY RECORD 

IDENTIFIABLE WITH BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. 
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MURKIN.

RE BUTEL AUGUST 22 1978

ON AUGUST 23, 1978 A SEARCH OF BROWNSVILLE POLICE

DEPARTMENT RECORDS. CAMERON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE RECORDS

AND CAMERON COUNTY JAIL RECORDS, FAILED TO REFLECT ANY RECORD

IDENTIFIABLE WITH BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.
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ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988 , JEH BUILDING.

MUR KI N.

RE SA TEL AUGUST 18, 1978; DL TEL AUGUST 19, 1973, SETTING

FORTH INTERVIEW OF BETTY LOU WADE IN WHICH SHE INDICATED 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., WAS "COMMITTED TO A HOSPITAL AT 

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, IN 1974 - 1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE MENTAL CONDITION 

AND SA TEL AUGUST 19 , 1978, SETTING FORTH INTERVIEW OF JO ANN 

CHILDRESS WHICH INDICATED WILSON TREATED AT VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

(VA) HOSPITAL AT SAN ANTONIO.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, WALTER FELLERS, SHERIFF, COMAL COUNTY, 

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS , ADVISED THAT BURGESS WILSON, DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY (DPS) NUMBER 1808984 HAD BEEN INCARCERATED IN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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THE COE,AL COUNTY JAIL ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASIONS: ARREST NUMBER 

A8491, MARCH 1, 1976, THEFT OVER $200 AND UNDER $10,000, ADDRESS 

401 FIFTH STREET, SOUTH COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, PLED GUILTY AND 

WAS SENTENCED TO EIGHT YEARS IN THE TEXAS ' DEPARTPIE NT OF 

CORRECTIONS, HOWEVER, SENTENCE PROBATED FOR EIGHT YEARS.

ARREST NUMBER A8942, JUNE 8 , 1976 , FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION. 

ARREST NUMBER A963S, NOVEMBER 21, 1976, ON A CAPIAS FOR VIOLATION 

OF PROBATION AT WHICH TIME HIS ADDRESS WAS LISTED AS ROUTE 4, 

BOX 6206, CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. ARREST NUMBER A10576 ON JULY 13, 

1977 , FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION.

ON AUGUST 22, 197S, HAZEL KUHN, DISTRICT CLERK’S OFFICE, 

STATE DISTRICT COURT, COMAL COUNTY, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, MADE 

AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW RECORDS OF THE COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT COURT. 

A REVIEW OF THESE RECORDS REVEALED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1974, 

WILSON WAS INDICTED BY GRAND JURY FOR THEFT OVER $200, A COLOR 

TV SET BEING THE PROPERTY OF DOROTHY E. WIMBERLY. ARREST WARRANT 

WAS SERVED ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1974, IN BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS, 

(MOUNTAIN HOME). WILSON WAIVED EXTRADITION AND RESTITUTION 

WAS MADE. CHARGE WAS FORMALLY DISMISSED ON MARCH 30, 1976.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE (SA 4 4- 1242) UNOLAS E F T 0

ON FEBRUARY 7 , 1975 , INFORMATION JAS FILED IN COMAL 

COUNTY DISTRICT COURT CHARGING BILSON WITH THEFT 3Y CHECK. , 

A CAPIAS WAS ISSUED ON FEBRUARY 7, 1975. WILSON, AKA WILLIAM 

WILSON, HIGHWAY 5, MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, WAS DOING BUSINESS 

AS OZARK JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR. THE CHARGE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 

DISMISSED ON DECEMBER 22, 1977.

ON AUGUST 7, 1374, WILSON WAS INDICTED FOR THEFT OF 

OVER $200 AND UNDER $10,000. WILSON SUBSEQUENTLY PLED GUILTY 

TO CHARGES AND PLACED ON EIGHT YEARS PROBATION. AS OF MARCH, 

197S, WILSON ALSO HAD CAUSE NUMBER 21 -797 PENDING IN THE 18TH 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, JOHNSON COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR CRIMINAL 

NON-SUPPORT AND A CASE PENDING IN OKTIBBEHA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 

FOR FRAUD BY FALSE PRETENSES.

HIS SPOUSE AT THAT TIME WAS LISTED AS PATRICIA WILSON, 

103 KATHERINE DRIVE, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. WLSON WAS 

SUBSEQUENTLY ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION ON JUNE 8, 1976 

NOVEMBER 20, 1976, JULY 9, 1977, AND JULY 13, 1977. WILSON 

WAS RELEASED FOLLOWING EACH OF THESE CHARGES AND PROBATION 

CO NT I NUED.
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ON APRIL 22, 1974, SETTY LOU WILSON FILED PETITION FOR 

DIVORCE IN COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT COURT SEEKING TO DISSOLVE 

HER MARRIAGE TO 3URGESS A. WILSON. THE PETITION LISTED A SON 

3ORt1 | ] AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

A CROSS PETITION FILED BY WILSON INDICATED THEY WERE 

ORIGINALLY MARRIED ON DECEMBER 13, 1943, AND DIVORCED ON 

AUGUST 23, 1956, IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. THEY REMARRIED ON 

FEBRUARY 28, 1967, AND SEPARATED ON MARCH 23, 1974. A DECREE 

OF DIVORCE WAS ENTERED ON JUNE 27 , 1974 , GRANTING CUSTODY OF

BETTY LOU WILSON AMD REQUIRING 3URGESS A.

WILSON TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT. A MOTION FOR CONTEMPT WAS FILED

ON AUGUST 19, 1974, AS WILSON WAS IN ARREARS IN CHILD SUPPORT 

PAYMENTS. THE COURT HAS BEEN UNABLE UNTIL THIS TIME TO LOCATE 

WILSON FOR THE PURPOSE OF SERVING NECESSARY PAPERS.

ON AUGUST 22, 1973, FRANK ALLEN, PROBATION OFFICER, COMAL 

COUNTY, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT BURGESS WILSON WAS REFERRED TO HIS 

OFFICE FOR PRESENTENCE INVESTIGATION. ALLEN ADVISED THAT AS 

A RESULT OF HIS PRESENTENCE INVESTIGATION HE REPORTED THAT 

THE CHANCES OF SUCCESSFUL PROBATION BY WILSON WOULD BE POOR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ALLEN FURTHER ADVISED THAT ON JUNE 3, 1376, WILSON REPORTED 

TO THE PROBATION OFFICE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN WORKING WITH U.S. SECRET SERVICE 

IN SEGUIN, TEXAS, ON A COUNTERFEITING RING AND THAT MEMBERS 

OF THIS RING WERE ATTEMPTING TO KILL HIM. HE ADMITTED TO BEING 

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND ASKED HIS PROBATION BE 

REVOKED. WILSON WAS INCARCERATED IN THE COMAL COUNTY JAIL. 

SUBSEQUENT INQUIRY BY ALLEN WITH U.S. SECRET SERVICE DETERMINED 

THAT WILSON HAD FURNISHED INFORMATION OF NO VALUE TO THAT 

AGENCY AND THAT THERE WAS NO COUNTERFEITING RING. AFTER 

APPROXIMATELY THREE DAYS INCARCERATION WILSON ADVISED ALLEN 

THAT THE REASON HE HAD REQUESTED HIS PROBATION BE REVOKED WAS 

BECAUSE HE WAS SEEKING PROTECTION. HE INDICATED THAT HE WANTED 

HIS PROBATION CONTINUED.

ALLEN STATED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE WILSON TO BE CAPABLE 

OF VIOLENCE AND NOTED THAT HE EXPERIENCES ILLUSIONS OF GRANDEUR 

AND IS CAPABLE OF TELLING "WILD STORIES" WHEN DRINKING.

ON APRIL 22, 1978, BARBARA HARTIGAN, RECORDS, MCKENNA 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT WILSON 

WAS ADMITTED TO THAT HOSPITAL ON MAY 23, 1974, SUFFERING WITH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SEVERE CHEST PAINS AND NUMBNESS IN THE RIGHT ARM. HE HAD AN 

ABNORMAL ELECTROCARDIOGRAM AND VAS TREATED FOR CORONARY -OCCLUSION 

THE FOLLOWING DAY THE PAIN DISAPPEARED AND THE ELECTROCARDIOGRAM 

WAS NORMAL. WILSON LEFT THE HOSPITAL AGAINST MEDICAL ADVICE 

ON MAY 24, 1974.

WILSON WAS AGAIN ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL ON MAY 28, 1974, 

FOR A POSSIBLE RATTLESNAKE BITE. NO FANG .MARKS WERE LOCATED 

HOWEVER, THERE WAS A SLIGHTLY RAISED SCRATCHED AREA ON HIS LEFT 

WRIST. SUCTION WAS APPLIED, HOWEVER, NO VENOM WAS LOCATED. 

HE WAS DISCHARGED ON MAY 30, 1974.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, SUPRA, ADVISED THAT ON 

THE DAY WILSON WAS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT 

COURT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS HE WAS ADMITTED 

TO THE MCKENNA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL FOR AN "ALLEGED" RATTLESNAKE 

BITE. HIS ATTORNEY, IRVIN BOARNET OF NEW BRAUNFELS, WITHDREW 

FROM THE CASE FOLLOWING THIS INCIDENT.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, MARGI MARTIN, VA HOSPITAL, SAN ANTONIO, 

TEXAS, ADVISED THAT WILSON WAS TREATED AS AN IN-PATIENT FROM 

JUNE 27 , 1976, TO JUNE 29 , 1976 , FOR INSECT BITES. HE WAS
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TREATED AS AN OUT-PATIENT ON AUGUST 4, 1976, FOR A LIME BURN ON 

HIS LEFT FOOT AND ON DECEMBER 11 AND 14, 1976 , FOR A SWOLLEN 

LEFT ELBOW.

REPRESENTATIVE OF COMAL COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE DEPARTED 

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ON AUGUST 22, 1978, FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF RETURNING WILSON TO NEW BRAUNFELS. HE IS EXPECTED TO RETURN 

ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 25, 1978.

REPORT FOLLOWS.

BT '

FOR ANY CORRECTIONS OR CORRECTIONS PLS CONTACT SAN ANTONIO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING. 

MURKIN.

RE SA TEL AUGUST 18, 1978; DL TEL AUGUST 19, 1978, SETTING

FORTH INTERVIEW OF BETTY LOU WADE IN WHICH SHE INDICATED 

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., WAS "COMMITTED TO A HOSPITAL AT 

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, IN 1974 - 1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE MENTAL CONDITION" 

AND SA TEL AUGUST 19, 1978, SETTING FORTH INTERVIEW OF JO ANN 

CHILDRESS WHICH INDICATED WILSON TREATED AT VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

(VA) HOSPITAL AT SAN ANTONIO.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, WALTER FELLERS, SHERIFF, COMAL COUNTY, 

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT BURGESS WILSON, DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY (DPS) NUMBER 1808984 HAD BEEN INCARCERATED IN
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THE COMAL COUNTY JAIL ON THE FOLLOWING OCCASIONS: ARREST NUMBER 

A8491, MARCH 1, 1976, THEFT OVER $200 AND UNDER $10,000, ADDRESS 

401 FIFTH STREET, SOUTH COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, PLED GUILTY AND 

WAS SENTENCED TO EIGHT YEARS IN THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 

/ CORRECTIONS, HOWEVER, SENTENCE^ PROBATED FOR EIGHT YEARS.

ARREST NUMBER A8942, JUNE 8, 1976, FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION. 

ARREST NUMBER A9636, NOVEMBER 21, 1976, ON A CAPIAS FOR VIOLATION 

OF PROBATION AT WHICH TIME HIS ADDRESS WAS LISTED AS ROUTE 4, 

BOX 6206, CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. ARREST NUMBER A10576 ON JULY 13, 

1977, FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, DISTRICT CLERK'S OFFICE, 

STATE DISTRICT COURT, COMAL COUNTY, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, MADE 

AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW RECORDS OF THE COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT COURT. 

A REVIEW OF THESE RECORDS REVEALED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1974, 

WILSON WAS INDICTED BY GRAND JURY FOR THEFT OVER $200, A COLOR 

TV SET BEING THE PROPERTY OF DOROTHY E. WIMBERLY. ARREST WARRANT 

WAS SERVED ON SEPTEMBER 20, 1974, IN BAXTER COUNTY, ARKANSAS, 

(MOUNTAIN HOME). WILSON WAIVED EXTRADITION AND RESTITUTION 

/ WAS MADE. CHARGE WAS FORMERLY DISMISSED ON MARCH 30, 1976.

Approved: ______________________ Transmitted_________________________ Per_______________
(Number) (Time)
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ON FEBRUARY 7, 1975, INFORMATION WAS FILED IN COMAL 

COUNTY DISTRICT COURT CHARGING WILSON WITH THEFT BY CHECK. 

A CAPIAS WAS ISSUED ON FEBRUARY 7, 1975- WILSON, AKA WILLIAM 

WILSON, HIGHWAY 5, MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, WAS DOING BUSINESS 

AS OZARK JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR. THE CHARGE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 

DISMISSED ON DECEMBER 22, 1977.

ON AUGUST 7, 1974, WILSON WAS INDICTED FOR THEFT OF 

OVER $200 AND UNDER $10,000. WILSON SUBSEQUENTLY PLED GUILTY 

TO CHARGES AND PLACED ON EIGHT YEARS PROBATION. AS OF MARCH, 

1976, WILSON ALSO HAD CAUSE NUMBER 21-797 PENDING IN THE 18TH 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, JOHNSON COUNTY, TEXAS, FOR CRIMINAL 

NON-SUPPORT AND A CASE PENDING IN OKTIBBEHA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 

FOR FRAUD BY FALSE PRETENSES.

HIS SPOUSE AT THAT TIME WAS LISTED AS PATRICIA WILSON, 

103 KATHERINE DRIVE, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. WILSON WAS 

SUBSEQUENTLY ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF PROBATION ON JUNE 8, 1976, 

NOVEMBER 20, 1976, JULY 9, 1977, AND JULY 13, 1977- WILSON 

WAS RELEASED FOLLOWING EACH OF THESE CHARGES AND PROBATION 

CONTINUED.

Approved: ______________________ Transmitted_________________________ Per_______________
(Number* (Time)
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ON APRIL 22, 1974, BETTY LOU WILSON FILED PETITION FOR 

DIVORCE IN COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT COURT SEEKING TO DISSOLVE 

HER MARRIAGE TO BURGESS A. WILSON. THE PETITION LISTED A SON

BORN | | AT MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE.

A CROSS PETITION FILED BY WILSON INDICATED THEY WERE 

ORIGINALLY MARRIED ON DECEMBER 13, 1948, AND DIVORCED ON 

AUGUST 28, 1966, IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. THEY REMARRIED ON 

FEBRUARY 28, 1967, AND SEPARATED ON MARCH 28, 1974. A DECREE 

OF DIVORCE WAS ENTERED ON JUNE 27, 1974, GRANTING CUSTODY OF

TO BETTY LOU WILSON AND REQUIRING BURGESS A.

WILSON TO PAY CHILD SUPPORT. A MOTION FOR CONTEMPT WAS FILED 

ON AUGUST 19, 1974, AS WILSON WAS IN ARREARS IN CHILD SUPPORT 

PAYMENTS. THE COURT HAS BEEN UNABLE UNTIL THIS TIME TO LOCATE - 

WILSON FOR THE PURPOSE OF SERVING NECESSARY PAPERS.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, FRANK ALLEN, PROBATION OFFICER, COMAL 

COUNTY, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT BURGESS WILSON WAS REFERRED TO HIS 

OFFICE FOR PRESENTENCE INVESTIGATION. ALLEN ADVISED THAT AS 

A RESULT OF HIS PRESENTENCE INVESTIGATION HE REPORTED THAT 

THE CHANCES OF SUCCESSFUL PROBATION BY WILSON WOULD BE POOR.

Approved: ______________________ Transmitted_________________________ Per_______________
(Number) (Time)
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ALLEN FURTHER ADVISED THAT ON JUNE 8, 1976, WILSON REPORTED 

TO THE PROBATION OFFICE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL. 

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN WORKING WITH U.S. SECRET SERVICE, 

IN SEGUIN, TEXAS, ON A COUNTERFEITING RING AND THAT MEMBERS 

OF THIS RING WERE ATTEMPTING TO KILL HIM. HE ADMITTED TO BEING 

UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND ASKED HIS PROBATION BE 

REVOKED. WILSON WAS INCARCERATED IN THE COMAL COUNTY JAIL. 

SUBSEQUENT INQUIRY BY ALLEN WITH U.S. SECRET SERVICE DETERMINED 

THAT WILSON HAD FURNISHED INFORMATION OF NO VALUE TO THAT 

AGENCY AND THAT THERE WAS NO COUNTERFEITING RING. AFTER 

APPROXIMATELY THREE DAYS INCARCERATION WILSON ADVISED ALLEN 

THAT THE REASON HE HAD REQUESTED HIS PROBATION BE REVOKED WAS 

BECAUSE HE WAS SEEKING PROTECTION. HE INDICATED THAT HE WANTED 

HIS PROBATION CONTINUED.

ALLEN STATED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE WILSON TO BE CAPABLE 

OF VIOLENCE AND NOTED THAT HE EXPERIENCES ILLUSIONS OF GRANDEUR 

AND IS CAPABLE OF TELLING "WILD STORIES" WHEN DRINKING.

ON APRIL 22, 1978, BARBARA HARTIGAN, RECORDS, MCKENNA 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISED THAT WILSON 

WAS ADMITTED TO THAT HOSPITAL ON MAY 23, 1974, SUFFERING WITH

Approved: --------------------------------- Transmitted________________________ _ Per_______________
(Number) (Time)
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SEVERE CHEST PAINS AND NUMBNESS IN THE RIGHT ARM. HE HAD AN 

ABNORMAL ELECTROCARDIOGRAM AND WAS TREATED FOR CORONARY OCCLUSION. 

THE FOLLOWING DAY THE PAIN DISAPPEARED AND THE ELECTROCARDIOGRAM 

WAS NORMAL. WILSON LEFT THE HOSPITAL AGAINST MEDICAL ADVICE 

ON MAY 24, 1974.

WILSON WAS AGAIN ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL ON MAY 28, 1974, 

FOR A POSSIBLE RATTLESNAKE BITE. NO FANG MARKS WERE LOCATED 

HOWEVER, THERE WAS A SLIGHTLY RAISED SCRATCHED AREA ON HIS LEFT 

WRIST. SUCTION WAS APPLIED, HOWEVER, NO VENOM WAS LOCATED. 

HE WAS DISCHARGED ON MAY 30, 1974.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, SUPRA, ADVISED THAT ON

THE DAY WILSON WAS SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN COMAL COUNTY DISTRICT 

COURT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS HE WAS ADMITTED 

TO THE MCKENNA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL FOR AN ’'ALLEGED" RATTLESNAKE 

BITE. HIS ATTORNEY, IRVIN BOARNET OF NEW BRAUNFELS, WITHDREW 

FROM THE CASE FOLLOWING THIS INCIDENT.

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, MARGI MARTIN, VA HOSPITAL, SAN ANTONIO, 

TEXAS, ADVISED THAT WILSON WAS TREATED AS AN IN-PATIENT FROM 

JUNE 27, 1976, TO JUNE 29, 1976, FOR INSECT BITES. HE WAS

Approved: ______________________ Transmitted_________________________ Per_______________
(Number) (Time)
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MUR KIN

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION HAS ALREADY BEEN CONDUCTED TO

RESOLVE THE ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSON THAT HE

ASSASSINATED MARTIN LUTHER KING, AND TO DETERMINE
^-/^^ -Ui

7^^
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WILSON’S WHEREABOUTS ON APRIL 4, 1.968, THE DAY KING WAS ' 

ASSASSINATED. IN ADDITION, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, THE ' 

FOLLOWING OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL ' 

INVESTIGATION; \ .

SAN ANTONIO:

WILSON ALLEGED ON AN UNSPECIFIED DATE MITCH (LNU) .

FURNISHED HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY .
USED TO SHOOT KING. DEBRA JONES, DAUGHTER, ADVISED HE WAS ) / 

ARRESTED ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS AGO AT BROWNSVILLE,' 

TEXAS,, WHILE INTOXICATED AFTER HAVING MADE THREATS TO KILL 

HIS WIFE, AND THE POLICE FOUND A RIFLE IN HIS CAR. .

SAN ANTONIO AT BROWNSVILLE, OBTAIN DETAILS OF THIS ARREST, 

AND OBTAIN ANY DESCRIPTION OF RIFLE REPORTEDLY LOCATED BY 

POLICE. . . '

JACKSON: ,

' APPARENTLY REFERRING TO A SKETCH OF KING’S KILLER, ' '

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS (WORKING ASSOCIATES IN OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS OF .HIM AND ' 

BECAUSE IT WAS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED TO TURN HIM-.' 

SELF IN. WILSON SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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WHO TELEPHONED HIM IN OCEAN SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH 

LOOKED JUST LIKE HIM.

JACKSON, IN YOUR ATTEMPT TO LOCATE CHRISTINE WILSON, 

SISTER, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ALSO 

INTERVIEW HER RE ALLEGED CALL RE SKETCH DESCRIBED ABOVE. , 

MEMPHIS:

WILSON ADVISED THE TWO WHITE MALES IN MEMPHIS TOOK HIM TO 

A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NEAR SEALE STREET AND TOOK HIM 

TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD'FLOOR. MEMPHIS ADVISE PROXIMITY OF 

THIS ADDRESS TO ACTUAL KING ASSASSINATION LOCATION.

OPAL HOOTEN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, WAS UNABLE TO 

FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES OF VISITS OF BETTY AND DEBRA, HOWEVER, 

WOULD CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS. DEBRA ALSO STATED WHILE 

HER MOTHER BETTY AND HER WERE IN MEMPHIS VISITING HOOTENS ’ 

AT TIME KING WAS ASSASSINATED, BETTY CALLED WILSON IN KANSAS 

CITY AT LEAST TWO TIMES.

MEMPHIS FOLLOW STATUS OF HOOTEN LOCATING FAMILY MEDICAL 

RECORDS, AND DETERMI NE. WHETHER SHE HAS ANY TELEPHONE RECORDS, 

OR IF SAME ARE AVAILABLE AT TELEPHONE COMPANY, SHOWING ANY 

CALLS TO KANSAS CITY, OR GRANDVIEW AREA, DURING PERIOD OF
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H DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861) .

TO FBI BIRMINGHAM PRIORITY / : .

F8I CHICAGO PRIORITY ; ’ ' •

FBI DALLAS PRIORITY ' '

FBI HOUSTON PRIORITY ' ' ' '

FBI JACKSON PRIORITY ' ■

FBI KANSAS CITY PRIORITY . ' '

FBI MEMPHIS PRIORITY : ' .

FBI OKLAHOMA CITY PRIORITY ' :

FBI SAN ANTONIO PRIORITY ' . '

FBI ST, LOUIS PRIORITY J ■

3T . ’ ■ . „ .

UNCLAS . ! ' . ‘ 1

MUR KIN . - :

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION HAS ALREADY BEEN CONDUCTED’TO

RESOLVE THE ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE WILSON THAT HE

ASSASSINATED MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.', AND TO DETERMINE "
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ETON'S WHEREABOUTS 0* APRIL 4, 19S8, THE DfiY KING WAS 

PSASSINATEO. IN ADDITION, IF HOT ALREADY DOSE, THE 

-'DLL OU I NG OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 

IN V E ST 1G A? 10 N i:

SAN A NT 0 NI0 i

WIL SOM ALLEGED ON fir! UNSPECIFIED DATE MITCH CLM) 

FURNISHED HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE: WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY 

USED TO SHOOT KING. DESHA JONES, DAUGHTER., ADVISED HE WAS 

ARRESTED ABOUT FOUR AND ONE HALF YEARS AGO AT BROWNSVILLE, 

TEXAS, WHILE INTOXICATED AFTER HAVING MADE THREATS TO KILL 

HIS WIFE, AND THE POLICE FOUND A RIFLE IN HIS CAR*

SAN ANTONIO AT BROWNS VILLE, OBTAIN DETAILS OF PHIS ARREST, 

AND OBTAIN ANY DESCRIPTION OF RIFLE REPORTEDLY LOCATED BY 

POL I CE.

JACKSON:

A PP AR. E N TL Y R E FE RRI NG T 0 A S K £ T C H 0 F KING’S KILLER,

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS (WORKING ASSOCIATES IN OCEAN SPRINGS., 

MISSISSIPPI) THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS OF HIM AND 

BECAUSE H WAS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED TO TURN HIM­

SELF IN. WILSON SAID HE HAG A SISTER IN FULTON, MISSISSIPPI,
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10 TELEPHONED HIM Iff OQEAN SPRINGS TO SAY "THAT THE SKETCH' 

LOOKED JUST LIKE HIK, , ’

JACKSOW, ‘IN YOUR ATTEMPT TO LOCATE CHRISTINE WILSON, " 

SISTER, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, ALSO ■ 

INTERVIEW HER RE ALLEGED CALL RE SKETCH DESCRIBED ABOVE.

MEMPHIS: ’ : ■

WILSON ADVISED THE TWO WHITE MALES IN MEMPHIS TOOK HIM

A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NEAR BEALE STREET AND TOOK HIM 

TO A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR. MEMPHIS. AD VISE PROXIMITY OF 

THIS ADDRESS TO ACTUAL KING ASSASSINATION LOCATION.

OPAL HOOTEN, MOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, WAS UNABLE TO 

FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES OF VISITS OF BETTY AND DEBRA, HOWEVER 

WOULD CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS. DEBRA ALSO STATED WHILE 

HER MOTHER BETTY AND HER WERE IN MEMPHIS VISITING HOOTENS 

AT TIME KING WAS ASSASSINATED, BETTY. CALLED WILSON IN KANSAS 

CITY AT LEAST TWO TIMES. . '

MEMPHIS FOLLOW STATUS OF HOOTEN' LOCATING FAMILY MEDICAL 

RECORDS, AND DETERMINE WHETHER SHE HAS ANY TELEPHONE RECORDS 

OR IF SAME ARE AVAILABLE AT TELEPHONE COMPANY, SHOWING ANY 

CALLS TO KANSAS CITY, OR GRANDVIEW AREA, DURING PERIOD OF
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SUMMARY RESULTS OF ANY INVESTIGATION STILL

G, AND PROMPTLY SUBMIT REPORTS REPORTING ALL 

10t- CONDUCTED RE WILSON’S ALLEGATION, DESIGNAH 

0 BUREAU, AND 3 TO MEMPHIS, WITH COPY DESIGNATES
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FB-36 (Rev. 7-27-76)

TRANSMIT VIA: 
O^eletype 
□ Facsimile 
I | Airtel

FBI

PRECEDENCE: 
XjXj Immediate 

| | Priority 
[ | Routine

CLASSIFICATION: 
□ TOP SECRET 
□ SECRET 
□ CONFIDENTIAL 
^ E F T 0 
□ CLEAR

Date 8/21/78

FM SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE H* Q

MEMPHIS

JACKSON

(44-198?, SUB M.) IMMEDIATE^ 

(62-544) IMMEDIATE CT^

BT

UNCLAS E F T 0

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING.

MURKIN.

RE ME TEL TO BUREAU, ET AL, AUGUST 18, 1978, AND SA TEL TO

BUREAU, AUGUST 18, 1978, REGARDING INCARCERATION OF BURGESS

AUDIE WILSON, JR., IN BEXAR COUNTY JAIL, JUNE 19, 1972, TO

JUNE 30, 1972, ON CONTEMPT OF.COURT, STATE DISTRICT COURT 59

(CASE NUMBER F248O84).

ON AUGUST 21, 1978, REVIEW OF COURT RECORDS BEXAR COUNTY

57TH DISTRICT COURT, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, REVEALED WILSON

INCARCERATED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT GROWING OUT OF CIVIL SUIT

ENTITLED ALLISON - KAUFMANN COMPANY, A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION

VS.
NORTH STAR DIAMOND CORPORATION (CASE NUMBER F248-O84).1OF,^',/^^ 

oetrcneo....... .

11" SA
TEM/smg BLIND. NOTE: Bexar County District 

Court records checked by SC CARMEN 
J. HINES.

Approved: J^^^
Transmitted

(Number) (Time)

Setialued .Z^,. 
Indexed.

Per
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Full Name

Afi!Full Name
(Print,

(Signature)

Date

Parent or Guardian 
(if required)

I hereby release any such hospital, clinic or medical 
■facility or any examining physician, doctor or other such, qualified 
examiner from any ।liability resulting herefrom.

Current Address ^7° £^ ^t>< TRY !

AUTHORITY TO RELEASE MEDICAL INFORMATION

I hereby authorize any Special Agent or other authorized 
representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation bearing this 
release within one year of its date to obtain information available 
from my past or present medical records contained in any 
hospital, clinic or other medical facility or from any doctor, 
physician or examining medical official. 1 request that the1 
custodian of such records in each instance permit my records 
in connection therewith to be examined, copied or otherwise 
reviewed. ;

__ L^,^ d__ ^^^^ iols 31££if

Witness ...jlz^/^jA^^ Fil« Ilf
(Special Agent)

Federal Bureau of Investigation
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DATE:

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

8/21/78

ASAC ALONZO L. LACEY

MURKIN

• united STATES GOVERNMENT

memorandum
JR. '

TO: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242)

ReMEtel and SAtel, 8/18/78. • ’

At 9:00 p.m., 8/18/78, ASAC DICK BLAY, Memphis, 
called to state WILSON apprehended locally, Memphis, based on 
Texas parole violation warrant, New Braunfels. He is not 
talking. Memphis located -^'-father-in-law who states-WILSON's 
former wife, BETTY LQ^WTiDE, now resides 233 S.mTth Street, 
BjJr^j^n, TejcTuT^ She has two sons*, STEPHEN
"T^oneTTic), anal^^^^^| who reside with her. A daughter, 
DEBORAH ANN JPNES/^resides Bellvue (phonetic), Illinois. 
Director ai^re'of allegations by WILSON and requested all leads 
be run out as reasonably late on P.M., 8/18/78, as possible.

Inquiry reflects Burleson, Texas, covered byiDallas.

Supvl JERRY GARY. Dallas, advised 9:40-p.m., 8/18/78, 
of above and furnished-Le^e£&^3^p copies of referenced teletypes. 
Dallas will conduct appropriate Investigation.

ASAC1 BLAY, Memphis, recontacted and advised regarding 
above. Memphis will include Dallas in all future communications.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 7-76)
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-112
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8/21/78 . • ..

ASAC ALONZO L. LACEY,. JR. .

' MURKIN • ' '

.. ■ -SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242)

ReKEtel and SAtel, 8/18/78. . .

At 9:00 p.m., 8/18/78, ASAC DICK BLAY, Memphis, 
called to state.WILSON apprehended locally, Memphis, based on 
Texas parole violation warrant. New Braunfels. He is not 
talking. Memphis, located a father-in-law who states WILSON's 
former wife, BETTY LOU. WADE,, now resides 233 Smith Street, 
Burleson,. Texas /Dalla^territory). She has. two sons, STEPHEN 
(phonetic), a.nd_^^^^^^M 'who reside with her. A daughter, 
DEBORAH ANN JONE?^resKe^?cllvue (phonetic), Illinois. ' 
Director aware of allegations by WILSON and requested all leads 
be run out as reasonably, late on P.M., 8/18/78, as possible.

Inquiry reflects Burleson, Texas, covered byiDlallas.

’ . Supv. JERRY GARY,.Dallas, advised 9:40 p.m., 8/18/78, 
of above and furnished; referenced teletypes.
Dallas will conduct appropriate investigation.

ASAC BLAY, Memphis, recontacted and advised regarding 
above. Memphis will include Dallas in all future communications.
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FM JACKSON (€2-54 4) CP)

TO DIRECTOR (44-35GW IMMEDIATE

uIHii i^GBAi‘1 I I'lMEDIA IE'

••ALLAS IMMEDIATE • //////all OFFICES via FB1HQ/////}//

HOUSTON IMMEDIATE

ME MF HIS (4 4 - IS 87 SUB ' M ) IM MED IAIE

SA 8 A 01 OH IO <44-1242) IMMEDIATE

BI

UH Cl. AS E f T 0

ATTENTION CO KRESS IO HAL INQUIRIES. UKI I, ROOM LOSS, JEB,

MURK IN; 00 J MEMPHIS,

FOR INFORMATION Or HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 

SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ADVISED

18, 1378, GENE BARKSDALE-.

THAT ON THE NIGHT OF

’• AUGUST 17, 1978, KE RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY I u THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL 

GUARD UNIT AT .MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WITH BAHKSDaLE , InFGEWED THE

UFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 19 AT

I
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iaMPHIS; THAI KIS DaUGHTEP DROVE A WHITE FiUSTA^'j FROM iKANSAS CITY, 

MISSOURI, 1’0 MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO KING’S DEATH, AiJ WISHED 

IC SURRENDER TO BARKSDALE Al THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI „ 

arrangements were hade for wilson and companion rev eke nd no el 
FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, 

MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY Iwii, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI ,

AT €:30 P!'i 0$ aUGUSI IE, 1978, Al ’WHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CON-

1 ACTED J Y SPECIAL AGEwlS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON WAS GON-

YACTED BY SPECIAL ASSETS OF THE JACKSOW OFFICE.: HOWEVER, HE DECLINED

10 DISCUSS INFORMAi10N REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION 0/ DR, MARTIN

' LUTHER KING WITH THEM.

bURG^SS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON. WAS AR REST Eu DY

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST IS,

• 1973, BASED ON PROBATION VIOLATOR WARRANT DATED APRIL jb, 1978,

-• ISSUED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARTMENT, WILSON PRE­

SENTLY incarcerated ocean springs police department, oceach springs 
POLICE DEPARTMENT HaS BEEN KJ CONTACT WITH NEW BRAUNFELS, 1 IKAS , 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TC TEXAS.

WILSON CONTACTED AM, AUGUST ID, 1978, BY FBI AND FURNISHED 

FOLLOWING BACKGROUND INFORMATION: ' i
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HE ’JAS BURN UN AUGUST 23, 193s, AT FU LT ON ,: MI SS LSS1PPI , AND

RESIDED WITH HIS PAi’CLY Al GOLDEN, Fil SSISSt PPI, UNTIL I936a WHEN 

THEY MOVED TO ELDRIDGE, ALABAMA, WHERE HE WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE

EIGHTH GRADp AND THEN WENT TO CARBON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL,

UNTIL 1947.

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTERED ’J. 3- AIR FORCE AKD WAS DISCHARGED

195 0. AFTER BEING O’JI OF THE AIR FORCE FOR APPROXI MOTEL'' EIGHT

<■10 i'/i HS , HE'WAS RECALLED INTO THE KOREAN WAR US TILL RE WAS GIVEN AN

HONORABLE DISCHARGE FEBRUARY, IS6B.

HE AND HIS WIFE', BETTY LOU WILSON, MOVED TO MEMPHISL TENNESSEE

FOLLOWING HIS DISCHARGE AND WORKED FOR PRUDENTIAL IHSUkAUCE company

■ FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR. AFTER LEAVING PRUDENTIAL, He OPERATED

A LAUNDRY AND CLEANING BUSINESS IN MEMPHIS. DURING THIS TINE HE WA 

■ALSO IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD.

HE LEFT MEMPHIS, WENT TO GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, WHERE HE BECAME

A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND REMAINED WITH 

" THE RESERVE UNTIL 1070. ALSO, FROM 1966 UNTIL 1970, HE OPERATED A 

■JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS.

IN 1970, HE AND WIFE BETTY WILSON MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

AND OPENED A JEWELRY BUSINESS IN BARTLETT, TENNESSEE. IN ADDITION
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10 JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE BUILT ALUMINUM STORAGE BUILDINGS , BUT IN 

' JUNE, 1270, HIS BUSINESS WAS DESTROYED BY A. TORNADO.

HE THEN WENT IO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, AND BECAME EMPLOYED BY 

AIR FORCE RESERVE AS A FLIGHT ENGINEER. HE ALSO OPERATED A JEWELRY 

• STORE IN SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, AND AT THIS TIME HE AND HIS WIFE, 

' BETTY, WERE DIVORCED. HE THEN MOVED TO MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS, 

OPENED A JEWELRY STORE, AND MARRIED AVIS LEA HUNTER. HE VAS MARRIED 

FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS AND THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHE NOW 

' RESIDES AT 1310 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE. HE THEN 

' WENT TO COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, WHERE HE WORKED IN THE GUBERNATORIAL 

• CAMPAIGN FOR GOVERNOR CLIFF FINCH. WHILE IN COLUMBUS, HE MARRIED 

■ PATRICIA SHINDaLA OF, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THE GUBERNA- 

' TORIAL CAMPAIGN IT WAS SUGGESTED HE TELL PEOPLE HE WAS A RETIRED 

COLONEL AND AN EX-PRiSOWER OF WAR. HE LEFT COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, 

JANUARY, 1976, WENT ?£ TYLER, TEXAS, AND STAYED WITH LARRf HUGHEY, 

A FRIEND. HE WENT TO TEXAS FOR PURPOSE. OF CLEARING UP SOME CHARGES 

‘- AGAINST HIM AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS. HE WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS, 

TO SEE A FRIEND, AND WHILE THERE CALLED 'HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THERE- 

■ AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AND ARRESTED HIM ON CHARGE OF WON ChJlD SUPPORT 

ON A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS. HE WAS RELEASED
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fc AUTHORITIES FROM NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WHERE HE PLED GUILTY TO A 

CHARGE OF THEFT OY CHECK AND RECEIVED A SENTENCE OF EIGHT YEARS 

PROBATION. HE THEN STAYED IN VICINITY GF NEW BRAUNFELS WHERE HE 

WAS INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION WORK. HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN 

EMPLOYEE AND 'JAS ARRESTED FOR-VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION BUI WAS 

RELEASED A COUPLE GF WEEKS LATER. HE CONTINUED WORKING AROUND NEW

BRAUNFELS AND WAS AGAIN ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION OF STOLEN MERCHAN­

DISE, BUT THE CHARGES WERE LATER DROPPED. HE CONTINUED IN CONSTKUC 

TION BUSINESS AND MARRIED JO ANN CHILDRESS AUD WAS DIVORCED AFTER 

THREE MONTHS. IN JANUARY, 1978, HE DEPARTED FOR HOUMA, -OUT SLANA, 

AND WORKED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATERERS UNTIL APRIL, 1978, 

WHEN HE WENT TO WORK FOR GULF COAST CATERERS CF NEW IBERIA, 

LOUISIANA, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE

• CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AND OPENED A JEWELRY SHOP AuD 

RESIDED AT TWIN PINES APARTMENTS IN OCEAN SPRINGS FOR THE FIRST 

THREE WEEKS THEN MOVED IO ROUTE 6, BOX 587.

WILSON IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS 4

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AXA BILL; DOB | ~|

' POD FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHES; 170 POUNDS; BFOWN EYES: 

"GRAY HAIR; SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER I HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE;
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HOUSTON REVIEW POLICE RECORDS AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS, FOR FULL 

DETAILS OF NOR CHILp SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED SY THAT DEPARTMENT 

AGAINST WILSON.

MEMPHIS INTERVIEW AVIS LEA HUNTER, EX- WIFE.

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIEW JO ANN CHILDRESS, EX-WIFE, AUD ALSO 

REVIEW RECORDS AT THE AIR FORCE RESERVE CENTER.

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUND

INFORMATION AND VERiACITY OF HIS allegation THAT HE KILL ID DP

MARTIN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE HIS WHEREABOUTS DURING TIE CRITICAL

" PERIOD OF APRIL 4 9, 1^ , AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF 

psychiatric problems* all leads should be handled immediate 
AND KEEP FblH$, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED.

INTERVIEW OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., CONTINUING AT 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONCERNING ASSASSINATION.
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