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FEDERHQ BUREAU OF INV!STIGATION

orLpaNs' MEuPHIS NOVZ’HBBB i

11/20-21/68

auEs sanL olv, al [ s "ALBERT B, WILLER
J. BATL DAY, aka; [ P
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.- 'CHARACTER OF CASE

VICTIN

CR - CONSPIRACY
| UPAC - momBERY

Bureaw arriel, 1i/1a/68

- RUC -
ENCLOSITES®
0 _MENPHIS
Frovancial Notel, Now O1leans tomisiana. original

Gate as Iollows

1. Complete teluphona bills, 3 pogoe of which
bave beon xeroxed 1n thir roport, dotod 12/18/67 (7 pages)

[acqurr] eec was sern
wlisverei} A3
come sven sve vean Clves [ ve
SISO Cves e
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and 1/19/68 (11 pages).
2. Nine (9) work sheots. (Xeroxed in this report.)
3. 142 registration cards. (Xeroxed in this report.)

As indicatod in instant report this material is
to be returnod to Mr. BRYAN DUPEPE, owner manager of the
Provincial Molel, 1024 Chartres Sticel, New Orleans, La.,
wlen it has served its purpose. O 11/30/68 SA ALBERT B.
NILLER, FB], New Orleans, La,, gave Nr. DUPEPE a rcceipt to
that effect, a copy of which is NO 157-10673-146&

TO OMAHA

One copy of Buairtcl dated 11/14/68 (no 157-10673-1158)
One com' of New Orleans airtel, 5/7/68.
10673-851)

TO_SAN DITGO
One copy of Buairtel 11/14/68.(NO 157-10673-1198)

ONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. Will locate and interview
5. B QU TRE TOR TACEY 211 Westmoreland, Montgomery,
Ala., make of car S.W. (probably station wagon), Alabama
license 3-2146, 2 in party

ouHA

T SIOU% CITY, IONA.  Will locate and interview
Wr. and Nrs. DOVALD C. ({ITc§ible) SNITH, 3319 Dodge Ave.,
Sioux City, fowa, no car or license indicated, 2 in party.

SAN DIEGO
JOLLA, CALIFORNIA, Will locate and interview

AT 18
Mr. and MyS. VITGIL L. LARSON, 5646 Taft Avenue, LaJolla,

California, arrived by taxi, 2 in party

-8 -
(COVER PAGE)
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vill locate and intorvicw Mrs. LOUISE LARSON,
3231 Ladolla Boulovaxd, LaJella, California, arrived by
taxi, 1 in pa

ADMINISTI

ATIVE:

The Burcau and Nemphis will roeall that New
Orleans report of SA STEPHEN M, CALLENDER, /29,68, (NO 157-
10673-802) scts forth investigation at the Provincinl Motel
ard information regavding wetel records 4s furnihed

ovner menagey, DUPEPE at that

New Orleans airtel 5/7/68 (NO 157-10673-851) to
Yemphis amd other offices, including Nobile and San Diego,
52t fortn leads to have the motel registrants interviewed

4s indicated in instant report Mr. DUPEPE has
located additional motel registrants

icw of the imstructions set fortn in
Busiriel 11/64/6h (N 157-10670-1198) New Orieans 15 not
Ting forth leads to imterview all ihe rogistranis nov

previously isterviewed. However, because of the proximsty
the S¥ITHs and

of ceriain rogistrants. i.e.. the LARSONS
GDINN sl TAOR, Nou Brlasus has sot fent
sow tho

of "RAQUI

Mobile, Owaha and San Diego will submit results
of investigation by report rather than insert.

- cr
(COVER PAGE)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copr
Repon ot S4 ALBERT B, NILLER OFices NEW ORLEAGS
Dae: NOV'2 715!

Fietd Office File 5 NO 157- 20673 Bureay File #; 4436661

Jhuss TAUL RAY,

i y;
NARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIN

— TIVIL RIGHTS

Sraopin Records of Provincial Notel, New Orlcan

126 it yas occupicd by H. R.
CEY, JR., 1211 Yostmorelan
1| make of car 5.¥. «pmxmﬂy
License 3°2146. 2
Voslo RaY wsg an Boon 176 Hir. and
NALG C. {1 Ulegikle) S¥ITH, 3318 Dodge ’\v:&um
Stows City, doya, 2 in party, occupled Room 125
hich 35 bexi to'Roon 126, “lirs. LOVISE LARSOK,
5335 Lajodia Biva., LaJolia, Cali
party, registered in Room 146, 13/16/67 "ascer
6.  Probably with
Nrs. LARSON, occupyirg a nearby room, were Mr.
IL L, L4RSON, 5646 Tafi Ave.,
b n party. It would appear
the thres LSRSONs arrive 3 rather than
Toll cards Dacember 14-22; 1967,
from public phone at Provincial Hotel not
available. Clerk who registered RAY and
owner-operator of laundry and dry cleaning
which does work for Provipelal Motel intervieved
ard no 2dditional info obtained

- RUC -
1OUISTANG

DETAILS: AT NEW ORLEAUS,

Tl et cntten et scemenntons v o 8 ko T T 0 ity of 00 PO g by T
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1 Date .__11/21/68

se. BRYAN DUPEPE, Owndf Manager, Provincial Motel,
1024 Cnartres Street, French Quarter, New Orleans, Loulsiant,

JAMES EARL RAY was reportedly registerod at the Provincial
Motel 15 ERIC S. GALT, and for guests residing at the motel
three days before, i.e., December 14-16, and three days
fter, i e., Decomber 20-22, 1967

After an exhaustive search of motel records, Mr.
DUPEPE made available the following work sheels and motel

FBI and are to be returncd to Mr. DUPEPE after they have
served their purpose

n explanation of the records Mr. DUPEPE furnished
the following information

Each workday has a work shest, The date 15 shown

s, e.g., X 12,
R because the occupants

have paid snd checked out. 17 perbons ave staying over,

& rooms were rented the day in question, and a total of 25

d the day in question.

T furiher explanation, using the Thursday,
December 14, 1967, work sheet as an example, Wr. DUPEPE
explained, Room 101 was not rented although as indicatcd by
the cirels it was ready for reating. S/0, staying over in
Room 102 was TAGLAVORE. Further down in the rooms, room 109
was renied for the Tirst time on December 14, 1967 t
JOHNSON. The number 36968, under JOHNSON, means that

was his ledger card number. Each guest is assigned a

On __11/20/68 o _ New Orleans

by __SA ALBERT B, MILLER _/bab - Date dictated —+1/20/68

et recommeniatioe o concuans o he B, 1 i oty of e PO snd i oed o
Amenin e no 13 b dutnod ouaide ot e

This docomunt conel
Vo agensy, 1 430
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z

Jedger card whercon are recorded charges for room, food,
beverage, valet and phone calls. ALl the ledger cards for
Decenber, 1967, have boon desiroyed 2nd
each guest hed are unavailable at the motel. A1l these
services are rendered by the motel except valet which is
handled by Lee Laundry and Cleaners,

does not know what racords Lee Laundry and Clea
maintain,
far as telephone calls are concerned local calls

are disled thiouch the Swiichboard e the motel and ine phone
oF them Co1iect ong alscance caile

conpany has no record

going out are not recorded at the motel. Other long

distance calls going out and collect call: in

paid by the motel and recorded, These are recorded by the
hecked again

. The calls
recorded by the motel switchborrd

T Decenber, 1967
operator have been destroyed. Hr. ade available the
Phone A1l dated Decanber 19, 1967 ek shows long Siacance
calls from Novem 1967 to December

£ which is attached shows calls from Decenber 11,

1967 and one for December 3, 1967.
bill, da ' January
fxom December 19, 1967 to part of
1967. Mr. DUPEPE
explained occasionally,
instance, @ call is not recorded in the period of
bill. The check marks sgainst the amounts shows these have
been checked against the individual ledgers. Mr. DUPEPE
stated from the phone bill he has no way to determime from
which rooms the calls were made. The ledger cards,  which
have been destroyed, would have shown that information,

Further in regard to phone calls, Mr. DUPEPE
advised the motel has only ome public pay phone. This is
located dn the motel's outdoor alcove botween the eitice
and the swimming pool, The phone number is 523-880:

Tho procedure for registering at the motel is as
tollows, Nr. DUPEPE explained: If a guest has a reservation

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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3

notice of the reservation A keRtaAkhe. degis-

clerk. After the card is filled out the reservation notifi-
cation 15 genorally staplod to the regiztration card, After
it has served its purpose and prior to filing, the reser-
vation notification 18 taken from tho registeation card

and destroyed. The registration card, copie:

have been xeroxed and are attached, are filed. If the

clip. Gemerally written on the bottom of the card is the
Cime or, at least temtative time the registrant will chock
out

Concerning the work sheet, taking December 14
again as an example, Mr. DUPEPE stated Rooms 116 and 220 are
not rented and the "H" means hold and as indicated they
required plumbing work.

RKeroxed snd atiached nre Work shoets for December
14, 1967, through December 22, 1967. Motol registration
cards which are xeroxed and attached were located for
everyone on the work sheets except Room 115 HIGGINS on
December 14, 1967, Room 112 FISHER and Room 234 MADDEN on
December 21, 1967, and Ao registration card was found tor
CRISSEY, Room 212, on December 22, 1967. Information
regarding BRANCH and PRUET is sot forth herein. Mr. DUPEPE
advised in all probability data are misfiled among the
various records of the motel.

t s observed there is 8 registration card for
Mr. and Mrs. BARNEY BRANCH, 4334 Sters Avenue, Sherman Oaks,
California, 1968 Chevrolet, license US 6320, California;
(aot too legible), on December 14, 1967, Room 108, but the
work sheet shows that room vacant. Wriften in but erased
appears to be BRANT (not too legible) snd in a1l probability
they registered and then decidod they did not want

roor

-

&
Y
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1

rther in comacction with registrations, the
work sheet for December 15, 1967 shows one PRUET in Hoom
217. There is bin however, which
indicates the roon w him but he did not

ur. DI who

UPEPE advised there are two PRUET:
eeaiionaily sty "ot the Brovineisl Netel
1s J1u PRUET, 3130 SW Freeway, Houston, Texas, believed to
be in electronics business. The other PRUET is from

known as JAMES PRUET. Off hand the
are not available to Mr. DUPEPE,

One of them

Specifically in regard to GALT. Hr. DUPEPE advised
as follows:

0 work snset for Sunday, December 17, 1967, i3
where GALT first appea This is indicated by Room 126

lously explained, means Decemver 17 is the

. C. DUKE, a clerk at the motel, registered GALT.

In connection with the 2 days as above,
registration card of Mr. and Mrs.
Taft Avenue, LaJolla,

the
VIRGIL L. LARSON, 5646
California, 92037, beara the imprint

With them was probably Mrs. LOUISE LARSON, 5231 LaJolla
Boulevard, Lajolla, California, 92037, who regisiered in
Room 126, December 19, 1967,

Room 126, ards indicate the LARSONs arrived by taxi
rather than personal car. Mr.

by the card and work sheets were m
Room 125 on December 20, 1967, apparently to be mext to
¥re. LOVISE LARSON wio was in Boom 126. ‘Roows 124 and
125 have = connecting door, Rather than the 3 LARSON:
oceupying Roons 124 fna 125 4t would bo $6 cnospor tor
Mr. and Hrs. VIRGIL L. LARSON to move into Room 125
fratend of ies. TODISE LARSON moving from 126 into 125

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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In connection with the physical layout of the
rooms it was observed Room 126 is in the back of the motel
and on the first floor. It fronts on the parking area. Room
126 1s a two level room 10 feet by 10 feet and has  spiral
stairway to an uppor bedroom. In other words, it t
beds, one on the first fl d one up the spiral stairway
Next to Room 126 on the first floor is Room 125. Room 125
has one level only and is the only room mext to the lower
level of Room 126. Next to the upper level of Room 126
is Room 234.

tie work sheet for Sunday, December 17, 1967,

Which 1ndicatos GOLT chécked 1n that day, shows SWITH was
in Room 125 as a siay over. The work sheet for Friday,
December 15, 1967 snows SMITH first chacked in Room 125
on December 15, 1967. SMITH is last shown on the work
sheats on Decever 19, 1967 which according to DUPEPE
nsans i a1l probability SMITH checked out on December 20,

67. It would therefore appear SMITH was next to GALT
230 ine Lane GALT yis in the Provincis] Motel, 1e..
December 17 - o registration cards shown
DNETH o be Hr and Mes. DONALDC. (illegivie) SHITH, 5319
Dodge Avenue, Sioux City, Iowa, 0o car or license indicated

It is observed that none of the registration
cards have anything written on the back of them such as
check o e In comection with tines. Nr. DUPEPE explained.
the time of registration is not recorded nor is the tim
check out. Chéck out time is 1:00 D, but ocensionally
people etay over tho chock out time 80 he camnot ssy
exactly when anyone checked ol r. DUPEPE advised he
Peaviously furniahed the FBI the registration card of
GALT. From the work sheets, however, particularly since
GALT is shown on two days, i.e., December 17 and 1968,
and not on December 19, 1968, it would appear he checked
out of the matel on Datomber 10 prior to 1.00 B, ~The
next occupant of this room, 126, was Mrs. LOUISE LARSON
on December 19, 1987,

As to who was in Room 126 immediately prior to GALT, it id
noted tnis would be nobody &5 indicated by the work shee
Tor Snturday, Decenbor 16, 167, QUINN and LACEY and stay
over were written on the work sheet for that day for Room
126 but erased. It is observed from the work sheet of
Thursday, December 14, 1967, that QUINN ond LACEY first

-t
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5

rented Room 126 that day. The registration card indicates
they, however. chiecked out Saturday, December 16, the day
before GALT was assigned Room 126. The registration card
shiows QUINK &nd LAGEY to be R K. QUi eud

Montgomery, Alabama,
Alabana license 3

(orobany atatiommagon)”
In rogard to Room 234, immediately above GALT's
room 126, it 1s observed fromthe work shoots that this
ryoom was unaccupied Sunday, December 17, 1967,
GALT checked into Roon 1261 Vork shects Iron December 14,
T scbed indicate it was unocoupied from
r 21, 1967 when it vas ocoupied by
imo. istration card could be
it apparently having been mistiled
Work sheets prior to December 14, 1967,
available in Provincial Hotcl records, i.c., December 13,
1967 back to Decembe how Room 234 to be unoccupied.
cxplained from Thamksgiving roughly t
iness 1s generally siock and for
dicated

that reason Room 234 wa

In regard to nic usking. the motel nas s pork:
area, which is 911 +yw., and which Room 126 fronts. This
parking area o icco to'all guests and guests wa: i
because 11 slable ang marking in the Fraacu Quartor,
where e quvnn ial Motel is Iocate: vy Limited
imncaiats aves have Parking that

ara

ote the
Jntails attendants handiing cthe o

Nr. DUPEPE adviscd tne namo “RAGUL" meant nothing

to him

T I T 5
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LIST OF CALLS [ —
o “FLACE CALLEY T o e
2ENTERPRISE ALa 20
24GREENFIELD 10WA 51
21 INNEAPDLS MINN 61

l24ENGLENDOD N 20
Z3ENCLENDOD Ny 20 |
23 1AK T FLA 30! '
OHID 614 836 3923
16 348 2223
240EBARY FLA 305

24R0K€E
2ENATCHE2 NISS 60)
29F ARNINGTON KICH 313
R T LA 31
2H¥ANEATTAN KANS 31
1Ty #D 81

63 6217
. l:LJ - PAGE 002
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