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T e STATE OF ILLINOIS :
SRR DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY . |
DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST

MENARD GENERAL Unit

PAROLE PROGRESS REPORT

Name__ RAY, Farl No._ 21025 Age 46  Color_White Date 3=14=51

‘Hearing_MINIMUM Docket MARCH 1951

t

P ; We refer to the Classification Report of 10-25-48 for an accouant
o of inmatels.offense, extenzive previous record, soclal background and an
! appraisal of his personality makeup as indicated in earlier interviews., During

- his time here immate bas had several routlne assignments and for the past year
he has been working in the bath house, There has been one disciplinary report
for drinking, He states he has been hospitalized twice for kidney trouble, buk
at present he belisves his health is generally satisfactory. Inmate corrssponds
with his mother @d sister in Quiney and has hed one visit, He says he kmows his
wife has divorced him since his admission. In the event he is released he would
expect tq' return to Quiney where he believes he can possibly return to his former
employment in & soybean plant. _ i ‘

This men has a rather exbtensive past record, and the present offense
seems to|represent at least the second instancé in which he has maimed or dise
figured a persoen as a result of an altercation. He hed apparently been able to
stay out |of gserious difficulty for several years prior to the present offense,
ut was living in a very disorganized and deteriorated social atmospherse. Ve
regard him as a self-centered person who is emotionally cold and to soms extent

somevwhet lunstalbe, and it appears on the basls of his record that he is capable
of extremely assaultive reactions in crisis situations. He now tends to excuse
his conduct in this affair by poriraying the entire incident as an accidnet,
Considering his past behavior tendencies and his evident lack of social perspec-
i tive the |prognosis is now considered extremely doubtful at best,.
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, , R : ' Supervising Sociologist
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Number 2‘1025 Name

STATE OF ILLINOIS
DIVISION OF CORRECTION

Prediction Report of the Sociologist-Actuary.

Factor -~

ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY"
MENARD BRANCH

[

10.

11.

12.

Type of Offense

Sentence

Type of C;)ffr*nd‘er

Home Status

Family Interest

Social Typf '

Work Recéx-rd

Community

Parole Job

Number of Associates.

Personality | Rating

Psychiatric |Prognosis-

Farl Ray =~ - . " Docket APRIL, 1951
B ‘ ’ (March 8, 1G51)
Item - ; Score
CAssanliowith-ointent to commilb mavhem .|.1..
one_to ten years (CFS 3-10) o 0
| )
Habitusl X
Inferior. (8f...Charles.at.13) ' Y
|
Yery. active 1
Alcoholie
Trreclilan . 0
== o
Urhan 0
Doubtful . _ v
None . . ’ : 0
'Egocentric 0
Doubtful =~ ez At 0.
Total Score -1
30 percent may be expected to violate the parole agreement. ... 29

This inmate is in a class in which

percent of the persons in ‘this class may be expected to commit serious or repeated infractions of the parole rules,

15

i .
atulo D pepgent may be expeeted 10 commit new offenses on patole,
|
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JFFENSE:

JRIMINAL
ECORD:

%

21025 Earl Ray

After pleading guiluv, Earl Ray wasg recelved at Menard on
October 4, 1948, from Adams County, Illinole, under sentence

of one to fourteen years, with court fixing sentence at three

to ten years, on charge of assault with intent to commnit mayihem.

STATE!'S ATTORNEY!S REPCRT: £Earl Ray, the defendant, 1is the
huebanc of one Audrsy. Prior to August 23, 1947, he had been
separated from his wife and had becn living separate and apes :
from her, except to visit their child, wiiceh was 1lving with the -
wife.  On August 22, 1947, at Quincy, Ray went to the Owl Drug ’

" Store and purchesed a bottle of carbolic aclild. On the following

day he went to the home of his wife, and found her scruobing
the floors. As he approached her from the resr and called her
name, she turned around, and Ray threw acld into her face. As

- she screamed and started to.run out of the house, he threw tine

balance of the acid into her face and on her arms. The baby, =
crawling on the floor, contacted some of the acid and was severely
burned. Ray left Quincy immediately afterwards and was not
apprehended until about a yesr later in Kansas City, Missourl.

Acoording to avallsble information received from the Federal
Burecau of Investigation, this subject has had the following
criminal record:

He admits having servéd some 18 months at the Boy's Training

lSchool, 8t%t. Charles, about 1910 or 191?, for bleycle theft. He

violated one parole.

He also admits having served two or three months at SR, Eldora,,f}
Iowa, for larceny, butv he escaped. .
He was received at State Reformatory at Pontiac (#A-2632), on
March 27, 1920, under sentence of one year, on a charge of

o petty 1arceny.

Yy

He was arrested at Qulncy, Illinois, on June 1, 1921, on
a charge of, vagrancy, .and sentenced, to 1343 days_in the Uorknouse.

On July 3, 1922 he was arrested at Sacramento, Gal;fornia, for’
investigation and released on July 5, 1922. :

He was arrested at Keokuk, Iowa, on December 17, 1922, on a
charge of rape and robbery, and turned over to Adams GCounty,
Tllinois authorities to be rcturned to Quincy, Illinols; He
wag received at Menard (#5786), on February 18, 1923, under
sentence of one yorr on a charge of rape. He was discharged
on expiration of secntence on January 17, 1924,

On July 14, 1924, he was arrested at Lincoln, Nebraska, for
investigation of stolen car, and robbing some homes 11 Kansas
and Nebraska. No Glilgposition given, exceptl® was turned over
Tto the sheriff at Lincoln, Nebraska. (Acquitted).

A ST
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He was received a% Menard (#6583), on February 11, 1925, under
sentence of one to fourteen years, on a charge of assault to
. ?%ll. He was discharged on expiration of sentence on iay 10,
33. :

R T (PP DRI R
st G ST PR

Ll -
R

I

' He was arrested at Bloomington, Illinols, on August 23, 1933,
on a charge of carrying concealed weapons, and on gevntembér U,

.+ 1933, he was sentenced to the State Farm. at Vandalia, Illinois, -
for six months. :

oL

o
i
53

1.

-

He was arrested at Quincy, Tllinois, on March 4, 1934, on a
charge of grand lerceny, and released to circuit court on

- $1000.00 bond; On May 25, 1934, he was received at the State

. FParm at Vandalia, Illinois, under sentence of gix months, on

. & charge of tampering with motor vehicle.

" He was arrested at.Edwardeville, T1linoig, on February 9, .. . ...
_1935, as a suspect. He served thirty days in jall for vagrancy.

' On August 15, 1941, he was arrested av Peoria,'Illinois, for
! investigation, and he was later released. S

¥ | ge was arrested at Fort Worth, Texas, on November 27, 1947,
o | for investigation and released. '

He was errested at Kansas City, Missouri, on July 5, 1948,

S

%3 for investigation and unlawful flight to avoid prosecution,

W and was turned over to U.S. Marshall from Springfield, Tllinois,-
g to be.returned to Illinois on the present charge of agsault '
By to commit mayhem.

'STITUTIONAL | Thie inmate has had one minor punishment report for violation

»CORD: of the institutional rules. He has been assigned to the

o Clothing House.' AR

. |

MILY This L6 year old white man was the youngest of three chiléren,

\CKGRUND: | born at Quincy, Illinois, May 5, 1904, to native parents. S

gﬂ | His father, James, was‘1n.thegliverympusinessdfonAa numver of = &
5 | yeare, and he leter spent mich of his time in the restaurant -

- and tavern business. He is reported to have been gomething

‘of a bootlegger, and it is noted that the inmate's mother
describes his father as having been 'no good!. The father

wae finally forced to retire and received an 014 Age Pension.
The mother, lLouisa, age 8l, was married previously and hed o

| two children. The home seems to have structurally organlirzed,

and the inmete claims thet he adjusted well with mexbers of

hia femily. Hie training and sunervinion, howaver, wan

i apparently somswhet lax, and he began -experiencing dellaguency

5 ' at an early age. Ke scems to have been about 12 or 13 years

W | of age when committed to the St. Charles Training School,

' and he was home very little after that, due to later commit-

ments in insiitutions. His fatacr dled in 1947. The mother has

AL A
e
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- not remarried and now ig living at 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy,
I . Illinois. 8he keeps roomers in her home and has been receiving
4 014 Age Assistance. The subject has a brother, sister, half
- brother and half sister. Hé tells that he has only seen his

half siblings on one occasions and knows nothing about them.

He has had no contact with his brother in several ycars, but
s his sister is married end resides in Quincy. His brother,
i George, served a term st the Towa State Prison several years
" : ago for larceny. The inmate has been receiving correspondence ..
'E; . about once each week from his mother and sister, and he hag nad- 7
' ) one visit from them since hils commitment. -

IQIQNAL: . - This inmate was born and resred in Quincy, Illinois. He was

i .about 12 or 13 years of age wnen committed to St. Charles
‘Tralning School, and he returneéd to Quincy after his releasc

.. from. there. but.was soon -committed .to the-Towa- State..Reformatory s«
'In 1920, when only 16 years old, he was committed to Yontiac; ’
“He seems t0 have spent most of his time around Quincy, Illinnis

after that serles ¢f incarcerations. He was committed to Menard

in 1925 and was paroled in May, 1933, going back to Quincy.

He céntinued to reside in that community until about 1944, when

he went to Skagewey, Alaska to work. 1In 1945 he returned to the

States and spent short periods et Omaha, Nebraska, Kansas CGity, -

| Mlssourl and @alesburg, Illinois. He finally returned %o :

Quiney and continued to live there until the present offense

in 1947. After the offense he left the community and was

a very mobile individual until his final apprehension about a

B Year later. : -

UCATION: He claims to have completed the sixth grade 1n a Catholic
€ School in Quincy, Illinois, before quitting in 1920, at 16
Years of age. He statee that he was a fair student, and he
i hed some additional echoollng while at St. Charles Trailning
& . 18School. After his commitment to Yontiac he continued in

e .8chool and completed the eighth grade. Psychometric tests
1 - . |indicate superior intelligence. '

e ,..\&

fK,' vl Thié_inmate'has'had a”raﬁher'frregulaf'WOrkhﬁEE%G;};' He S
SCORD: had very little steady employment, due to the various periods
§T ,of inc¢arceration from 12 years of age until about 1933.

_ iDuring that period when not in trouble he worked some as a
5 teamster, taxi ériver, common laborer and various odd Jjobsa.

i After beind discharged from Menad, in May, 1933, he returned_
i 1to Quincy and worked irregularly for about two yeare for his

L father as a baertencer. He had coumitments to the Illinois
: ;Sta.te Farm in 1933 and 1934. It was during poriods thnt ho
. was not incarcerated that he was on relief awhile and also

g '‘worked about a year on a WPA project. He had short veriods
, in carnivals, travelling shows, and some as a railrosd
W .ibreakman, construction lsborer and bartender. He tells that

jhe also farmed for his father about two years. 1In 1944, he

oot i
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went to Skageway, Alaska and wes a cook on a construction job

for a few months, He then returned to the States and secured

w employment at Omaha, Nebraske on the ¢.B.&Q. Railroad. He

5 ' worked for this company for about nine months around Omahe.

iy 4 and Gslesburg, Illinois. He then went to Kansas City, lMissouri

o and worked about three monthe for the Missouri Pacific Rsilroad.

i - After returning to Quinecy, Illinois he worked irregulsrly for

H ten or twelve months at a soybean plant. He also had short

' . Jobs as a truck driver, taxi driver and sbout about three weeks

3 _ '~ at the Ernst Plumbing Company. He was employed at the plumbing .

E company at the time of the original offesnse in 1947. After "
: the offense he left the community and was very mobile until

i . apprehended, and ne head worked at various odd jobs durlng this

oo period. ' :

;MARITAL . This inmate states that he was first married about 1942, at

STATUS: 7+ Benton,  Missouri—toPat¥icia Garrison; -a 34 -year-old woman, Ik
v . who was then travelling as a cermlvel trouper. No children

were born to them. Heo states that their adjustment was guite
poor from the beginning, as she "drank too much!. They

were finally scparsted about 1943 and were divorced in 194,

On December 4, 1945, he was married at Kansas City, Xansas ,
to Audrey Ferguson, an 18 year old girl, who hed an illégitinnte
‘son prior to the marriage. One daughter was born %o then. :
He claims that he and this woman adjusted fairly well together
3 until about six months prior to the present offense in 1947,

W He statves that his wife began running around, and he salsc

g ~admlts that his drinking caused some of their troubles.

SR - They hsd been separated about four months in 1947, when she

o became the victim in this offenscz, during an attemvt by

£ i bim at a reconciliation. His wife secured a divorce in

| 1950, and he has had no further contact with her. He

supposes that she and their daughter arc now residing with

her mcther in Quiney, Illinois. She has worked out consider-
ably, and he thinks that it 1s posceible that she mgy be
securing ADC asslstance, , '

| The inmete also admits that he had a common-law relationship

‘| back: about 1937, with a Fannle Welch, who wae-married. o - o di
" They lived together for about three years beforas splitting :
up. No children were born to them, and he has lcst contact

with her, :
+ PEFSONAL | His health 1e good at this time, although he tells that he

> FACTORS i has been bothered by some kidney trouble since his comzlitment,
- : There is a history of gonorrhea about 1924. He admits thnt B
it ho hnn boon o rathor Intomporate uses of Ihtoxleantln Lo
4 several years and usually becsme intoxicated once or twice
: : each week. He enjoyed sports, shows, dancing, considzrable
assoclation with women and frequenting taverns. Regarding
this offmnse he admite guilt and tells that 1t occurred _
during his attempt at a reconciliation with his wifec, E

e, FIPT .
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; PLANS:

"“and'crank'gang. He was employed about fourteen months in

He tells that he had been drinking rather heavily at the tiue,
and-after becoming involved in an argument with his wife, he
three the small bottle acid on her. He states, however, thet
she has apparently received no vermanent scargs from this offcnse.
Thie inmate ceme from a rather inferior home background and

- apparently had limited opportunities during youth. He began
. 8etting into trouble st 12 or 13 ycars of age and was more or

less constantly involved in troublc until 1935. From then
~untll this difficulty he seems %o have adjusted much hetter.

His record has been rather cxtsnsive in former years. He
-attributes most of his vast difficulties to his drinking
ractivities, and thers seems to be a definite tendency towards
-wanderlust. We feel that he is a doubtfully improvable type,

He is a rather egocentric and psychopathic personality tType.

His institutional adjustment has been good, having had only
~one minor infractions of the instltutional rules. Since hls .
ycommitment. he has worked. for short.periode.in the.four gaNg .
the .inmatels kitchan and hse bsen working the past year in
the clothing house. B :

'This immate 1is planning to return to Quincy, Illlnois, in event e

of parole in the near future, where he can reside with nis
mother at 1439 Cherry Sireet. He has no definite plans for
employment at this time but expect toat he would be able to
find something suitable in %hat community. Although his
wife has secursd a divorce, he stztes that ne is willing to
support their daughter and the gtepson. We feel that he is
boor parole material because of the alcoholic factor and klis
general psrsonality makeup. We would sBuggest vaery carseful
blacement and closé supervision 1f parole is granted.

This inmate has & widowed mother who nas apparently been S
yreceiving 0ld Age Assiatance. He does not know the exact o
tamount whigh she has recelved and states that she has aiso
had .eome income from keoeping roomers in her home. Hz is
intending to live with her and will be wllling to assume
responsiblity for her support if neceggary. He has a o

.tdaughter who.is apparently with the ex-wife at Quinecy.

She has secured a divorce and has apparently been gupporting
therself, along with gome possiblc ADC assistance. He states

that he will contribute towards ihe support of his daughter
as much as possible., o

Gordon R. Beers
Supervising Sociologiss
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