
44X51 DIAGNOSTTC'DEPOT
ILLINOIS STAT'E PENITENTIARY

JOLIET . ”
_ June 10, 1940 .
CLASSIFICATION REPORT ’F 489

JDDNo.: 
■ Crime:

‘ Name:
Burglary GAWRON, John Age: 40 Admitted: 11/2/34

Sentence: h—LLfe
1. Transect. ,
2. Classification.
3. Recommendations

, RECLASSIFICATION

Stateville Division

Group III: Without psychosis’ or mennal
■defect. Doubtiulle_improvable. Inadeouate 

pe^sonaaity. High average intilllennci ( C plqu 
Pariia]mu Apha score — 1934). Alcoholic tendency*

2

ThS inimate was classified as a doubtfully improvable 
offender with delinquent amuses and lack of initiail.ee 
'an^amT?10?*, Hk criminality appeared to be related 

■ to his alcoholic tendency. He was recently examined
when he wrote a.request for transfer to »Sateviiee 
because of probeems of ill health. He claimed that• 
he was disabled in the World War and that his ear 
drams were raptured. 'He now complains of head pains 

■ a?* discharging ears. He feels, rather vaguely, 
that larger, dryer cells at Statenne woald be more 
conducive to good health. His conduct within the

sP!:i!on has been satisfactory. He has been 
punned o? only.*wo “ three,occasions. He has a 
fairly good attibude toward his employment. He 
shows no evidence of mental disease. Under the new 
policy he should be classi^ed for Stttivilie since it 
^ely?? wi? hao8 to serve a number of years 
within the institutoon. In the interests of his genera, 
heath and to further the present cltssifitaiOnn .
policy, ^segregation is recommended.

3.' Continued meeical treatment for the ear
coinlition and work in a dry, inside place is 

suggested.

MDR>.Chaldean
ClassSficatOon Board

KEH*HB'

TO1
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PREVIOUS NOS: .
#F-489 (Joliet) . ,

, #15!2-Pontiac . -
STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGST ■

. MENARD D. D._______UNIT 1
CLASSIFICATION REPORT

#25261-Minar•d ________________________ September 2, 1956 j
Name: GAWRON, John 
Crime: ‘ Burglary

. Age: 57 Admitted: 11-19-34-J J
________Seitiite: 1-Life________Sentence!—7-27-^^

. ~ . RECLASSIFICATION .1. Transfer, ■
2. Classification ,
3. Recommendations BEHAVIOR ON PAROLE:. This 57 year old white man was paroled

‘ ’ ' *T from Joliet for the second tine on
9-21-511. to placement at the Soldier's and Salon's Horne in Quincy. He w- 
mai^d there untl March 1956, then--left because hie learned the -police were 
looking for him in cornnetion with investigation of an Armed Robbery at 
LaGrange, Mesoni. Reports indicate that inmate had been drinking consider­
ably while at the Soldier1 s and Seaior's Home, and had also been keeping 
company with a Mrs. Luccile Ryan, the mother of a Menard parolee, ’#23737 Ryan, 
This parolee was also arrested in connection With the armed robbery at La­
Grange, Missotui, and is apparently now incarceraeed in that state. Records 
indicate that another parolee, Menard #23686 Cain, was also arrested for 
questioning in connection with that investigation, but was reeeased. Inmae* 
says he left the home when he learned that 'police were looking for him, moved 
to a room in Oiincy, and hie evidently eluded investigation at that time. 
Although hie refused to reveal where hie was livixg;, other information indi­
cates that he was l^r Hvihg with Mrs. Ryan, According to his own story, 
he obtained employment with a road construction company after hie left the 
home, and it would appear that his whereabouts might have been traced in 
this manner, had there been sufficient interest. records indicate that a 
violatoon warrant was issued late in March 1956, and that hie was then ar­
rested by Quincy police on 6-2:8-56 as a burglary suspect. Cain, Menard 
#23686, had been arrested a few days ealier in coImectlon with two burg­
laries in Which iimate does n° appear t;o have been directly implicated, 
although the loot was apparently taken to Mrs. Ryan's home, where inmate ,
was staying. C^ then r(dmttie some eaalier burglaries, and implicated ’
inmate as an associate in at least one of them. Inmate now professes rather 
naive i)nlocinci of any knowledge .of these offenses, professes that he did 
not understand much of the questionnng to which he was sub^cted followng 
his arrest, and iis evidently decided on a policy of fitting as little as 
possible. He does admit considerable drinking while on parole, and his 
technical violation in failure to send in a few reports. From present i.nflr- 
mation, it would appear that there was a concerted and calculated series 
of criminal episodes in which two Menard parolees, Cain and Ryan, as wen ' 
as at least one other associate were .involved, and in which inmate was rl.sl 
implicated on the basis of Cain's statements. ■ .
REVIEW OF SOCIAL FA.CTORS:: Subject was born in Chicago on 7-12-99

_ - . . , . as the sixth'of s^n children of a
nativo-born mother of Polish discint and a German immigrant father. During 
inmate's? youth the family iveed in a disorderly and eelnn<ulent area on the 
near northwest side in Chicago. He says his father "had a pontica. job" • 
w^Jhe.C^cago ^r^ department;, «na Me •frmly was evidently of limited 
^cio-enonomic status. He now says his father died in 1930 and his mother

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1» STATE OF ILLINOIS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

division of the criminologit
-...-....MENARD D. D..........UNIT

CLASSIFICATION REPORT
Menard #25261_______

Name: GAWRON, John
Crime: '

Age: Admitted:

Sentence:

1. T^isfei.
2. Classification
3. Recommendations

RECLASSIFICATION r

r

^o died in 1951. I^mrtl says no now has two livng brothers, but-has head ' 
no contact with either of them for a considerable time. He claims to have 
ciu)lltld eighth grade in public school*’ In February 1915 he was 
to St. Charts for stlrlixg auto tiees, apparently escaped twice, 
sums to have bun during an lsnapl foom that instituton that he 
in t*e ^rrlnei_in JMay_ 1916. . He was meedicaiy discharged from the --------  
in May 1917. In April 1918 he was commtted t;o Pontiac under one year ' 
Slit;ence fri larceny*,' In June 1921 he was commtted to Leavenworth under 5 year sconce for alterng and passing government obligators* In 
September 1927 he was sentenced to a six month term jin the Chicago House

• of Correctoon f‘ir burglary* Tn June 1929 he was sentenced to a 1-15 ylai *tem ^ Folioi for burglar, and was paroled ^ Di^if 1931. As r■enrr■ds 
iidi.nate, it was in Nrvlmblr 1934 that he was originally nrmnttted to Jiliet 
under his present T-Life sentance, and his only period in the free communty 
sin?1 have blli -his recent parole period and ril eaalier parole from Dmimbir. X944, unt1 June 1946, durfcg which be worked at the Hinli VA Hosltal par
of the Mme and was evennuniy invovved in another burgl^y* ,His civilian 

■ work history has thus blin extremely ireegular and casual* In previous in- 
tervlwws innate has stated that he was uarried in 1932 and was tet^ divorced 
^S-^l-Jnow dliils that he was lve ma>ri?d and says this was a nim'mrnlrw. ataaclment* Leisure acniiitees have centered priuaily ri,ouid drinking* InImrtl now has no,eff•entive nrmtuuity attachments.

comnited 
and it 
enlisted
Marines

i

, personality: Physically inmate is an aging individual who its ap- 
patently somewh^h^d^ and he gives a

history of chronic ear trouble dating from his Mga»ine service in 1916-17* 
He has received partial disabiiity compensation for a considerable number of 
years.’ ?nd apparonnly is irarul of giving a history of too satisfactory 
health because he feels that this maight possible be reduced or cut off. 
Prev1™3 Psy?h°met:rc ttits■hrvt indicated supeeior intelliennce, but his 'preset r^otio^ suggest thathe is functioning on a considerably Tower .
level. Temtelintntarly he is a rather beaten, prisonieed individual who 
hatbeen innrrneGraedd?'1Unh.of h^ and who has no goals or constructive
m^i^^i^ii*,_HLha3 _blin inched tow^d heavy drilling when not incarcerated 
and apppa’ently this was a problem during his recent parole period even before 
he^ec^e invoWed in more serious violations. In present interveew he 
a^e?■?ts.to.“erte.as m“nh sympathy ^ himself as possible, professes in­
nocence of any ^r^us wrong-doing, and claims to know nothing of the v^oous 

t new nriminrl charge for which he was under investigation. He now Impresses 
J us as an lssiltially dependent, instituionnalieed person who is unable to 

rVOid.in^il^^ntb in 3riMnrl activity in the free comnuuity, and for whom any hope of satisfactory adjustment now seems remote* "
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* 1

STATE OF ILLINOIS „
1 • DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST -
'. MENARD D. D.______ UNIT

‘ CLASSIFICATION REPORT
Menard #25261

Name: GAWWRON, John Age: Admitted:

Crime: ■ Sentence:

adequate personality With alcoholic tendencies. Highly guarded prognosis.

1. Transfer.- ,
2. Classification -

- 3. Recommendations

CIASSIFICATION: .

. RECLASSIFICATION .

H 3 $

Group III. Without psychosis or mental defect. AdWLt
unimprovable offender. Superior intelligence. In-

RECOMMENDATIONS; ■ M?1?? general division. Maximum security seems ad-

‘work assignment.
visile for the present. Light routine unskiieed

•
^. H. Groff (Member) 
CllssSficltion Board. '

RHG/bh

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 ’



FD-34O (REV, O2X-65)

File No ,44-566 1 — 15,0^----------------

; Date Received—5—8—61:___________
1 From—WA 

(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR)

I (ADDRSSS OF CONTRIBUTOR)

I _ (CITY AND STATE)

By-^mail
(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT)

To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes

. ^o ^o
Description:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OF ^^ ^"^4 4 5 61-/93^

JAMES EARL RAY
FBI No. 405,942 G

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY

F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12
M 4 W 101

Photographs on left taken 1960, other tcken 1968
DESCRIPTION
AGE: 40, born March 10, 1928. Alton, Illinois
HEIGHT: 5'10”
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds
BUILD: medium
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short

EYES: blue 
COMPLEONON: medium
RACIE: white 
NATIONALITY: American

OCCUPAOIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehadd and small scar on 

palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear: reportedly |s a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
compleedd course in bartending

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^ - 44 -56-1-- 1950

JAMES EARL RAY
FBI No. 405,942 G
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY
F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12

M 4 W 101
Photographs on left taken 1960, other taken 1968
DESCRIPTION
age:: 40, born March 10, 1928. Alo
HEIGHT: 5'10”
WEIGHIT: 163 to 174 pounds
BUILD: medium
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short
OCCUPAOIONS: baker, color match 
SCARS AND MARKS: small sctrr on

palm of righthand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear: reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly ateenedd danc:e instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartendigg

n,Illinois
EYES: blue
COMPEEOiON: medium
RACE: white
NATIONALLY: Ameriann

sr, laborer
center of forehadd and small scar on

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



— A50

JAMES EARL RAY
FBI No. 405,942 G

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY

F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12
M 4 W 101

Photographs on left taken I960, other taken 1968
DESCRIPTION
AGE:: 40, born March 10, 1928. Alton,Illinois
HEIGHT: 5’10" EYE’S: blue
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COME’I.EOION: medium
BUILD: medium RACE: white
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American
OCCUPATIONS: bake;:, color matcher, laborer
SCARS AND MARKE: small scar on center of forehcad and small scar on

palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear: reportedly is a lone wolf;

allegedly ctrenead dance instruction school; has reportedly
compteted cousse in bcrrendigg

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'^Zr - 44-561 - 1950

JAMES EARL RAY
FBI No. 405,942 G

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY

F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12
M 4 W 101

Photographs on left taken 1960, other taken 1968
DESCRIPTION
age:: 40, born March 10, 1928. Alto
HEIGHT: 5'10"
WEIGHIT: 163 to 174 pounds
BUILD: medium
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short 
OCCUPTTIONS: baker, color match 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on

palm of righthand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf: 

allegedly attenedd dance insfruciion school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartending

n,Illinois
EYES: blue
COMPEEOION: medium
RACE: white
NATIONAL^TIE: American

it, laborer
center of forelrcdd and small scar on

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI- 44<- 561- 1A 50

JAMES EARL RAY
FBI No. 405,942 G

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY

F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12
M 4 W 101

Photographs on left taken 1960, other taken 1968
DESCRIPTION
age:: 40, born March 10, 1928. Alto
HEIGHT: 5'10"
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds
BUILD: medium
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short 
OCCUIPATIONS: baker, color metclr 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on

palm of right hand
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear: reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly ateenedd dance instruction school; has reportedly 
compleedd cousse in bartending

n, Illinois
EYES: blue

COMP'LEOiON: medium
RACE: white
NATIONALITY: Ameriaan 

rr, laloirrer 
center of forehedd and small scar on

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-34O (REV. 6-24-65)

* No-44-56'-1452
Date Received- 5 14-68____ _
From____________________________ ______________________

(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR)

(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR)

(CITY AND STATE)

By^WA serial 495
(name of special agent) ' ■

To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes

^No ^No

Description:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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19
16

201-8

10116

201-8
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SI 561-10
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FD-34O (REV. 6-24-65)

file *044-56118^53?_____
Date Received-5—16—68__^___________

from WA_____________
(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR)

(ADDRESS Of CONTRIBUTOR)

. (CITY AND STATE)

By ,sm/il seral 528
(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT)

To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO.DEPT OF

CORRECTIONS

00184
12 -18-63-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



James Laona Owens
KC 44-760

44-561-1A53-
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MO.DEPT OF

CORRECTIONS

00416

JAMES EARL RAY
-17H60

FBI #306 443 A,
Jefferson City Mo

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





FD-34O (REV. 6-24-65)

(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR)

To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes

g'No B"N^
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POLICE DEPT.

ALTON ILL

7514
1.6.55
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