
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

IH
AW

W
A

LK
1R

 18
-3

17
13



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 1

(Mount Clipping in Space Below))

| FBI Presses 7 
Hunt For Galt ;

! MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - The FBI pressed 1
i one of the most massive manhunts in its his- 
I tory Thursday for shadowy Eric Starvo Galt, ' 
; charged in the sniper slaying of Dr. Martin 
• Luther King Jr.
| But little more was known publicly about ■
I the alleged assassin of the civil rights leader ;
, t:han when his name first arose a week ago. ।
; It was learned, however, that a man regis- ■
1 tered as Eric S. Galt in a Memphis motel a |
' day before King was klUed.
I Police agenciss continued their “no com­
' ment” handling of queriessincluding questions 1 
: about a newspaper report that the search : 
, had spread outside the country,, to Mexico or > 

Cuba. And they were silent on any detail at . 
all about a man with whom Galt may have : 
conspired in the slaying. '

A murder warrant was issued here Wednes­
day night for the 36year-old Gait, five hours 1 
after the FBI charged him with conspiracy to 
violate the civil righss of King. The FBI war- 
i-ant charged him with conspiring with a man 
“whom he alleged to be his brother.”

The FBI said Galt had used the Mmes of 
Harvey Lowmyer and John Wil^ani. A rnan 
registered as “John Willlrd” checked into 

, the hotel just three hour's before King was 
' ligH^ "

(Indicale page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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| WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
■ elusive Er’ic Itarvo Galt:, who is 
। wanted for the kilimg of Dr. 
।Martin Luther King Jr., was 
!identiited by t;he FBI Friday as 
|a 40-year-old drifter and ex-con- 
'vict named James Earl Ray. .
, The FBI said Galt's real iden­
tity wa^traced through‘‘ajys--

temalic and.-exhaustive search 
of latent fingerprints” devel­
oped ni ahe King case against 
ahe fingerprints of more than 
53,000 persons for whom wanted 
notices are on file in t;he bu­
reau’s identffiaatinn divisnon.

Galt is only one of the names 
Ray has used in brushes with

the la W which began, according ! 

to the FBI dossier, when he was I 
21- ,

A it the time King was shot and 
kni led by a sniper in Mtemphss, 
Teinn, April 4, Ray was being 
sought on a jail breaMg 
chai/ge.

The FBI said he escaped on 
April 23, 1967, from the M’ssouri । 
State Penitentiayy at Jefferson j 
City,, where he was serving a. 
20-year sentence for armed rob-i 
bery in St;. Louis. [

Ray, who is now being sought' 
on a Tenneseee murder charge; 
in the Kmg slaying, has an ar--' 

■ r-est record dating at least to, 
1949 when he served time in Los' 

. Angeles on a burglary charge. I
The bureau’s dossier on Ray; 

indicaies he bias been a drifter ■ 
1 since he left school in the 10th 
. grade at Alton, Ill. „

He has worked as a baker, la­
borer and color mafchier.

In 1952,, accordmg to the FBI,. 
: he was convicted, in Chicago for; 
armed robbery and served i;wo 
year-s in JoUet and Pontiac, Ill. 
state prisms. In 1955,, the FBI 

, said, he was convicted of forg­
ing U.S. postal money order-s in' 

: M’ssouri and was confined to
Leavenworth pemtentaryyuntiL

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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The FBI identified the suspect in the killing of Martin Luther 
King Jr' as James Earl Ray> an escapee of the Missouri 
State Pnson. Ray is shown when he was arreseed in St. Louis 
for the robbery of a grocery store.-UPI. *
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Name Change Adds New 
^Twist To' GOlt Trail

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - 
FBI agenSs have been given a 
new ident'iiiaatinn for the man 
they seek in the assassination of 
,Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, but

the new identifiaation seems to 
have muddled even more the 
mystery of who filed the single 
shot that killed King here the 
night of April 4.

Thie FBI had issued a conspir'- 1 
acy warrant last Wednesday for 
Eric Starvo Gali:. Two days lat­
er the agency said a comparison 
of fingerprinss found in the King 
investigation revealed that Galt 
in l•ealit;a was James. Earl Ray, 
a 40-year-old escapee from a 
Missouri prison.

A murder warrant issued here 
in Galts name subsequently 
was amended t.o carry the name 
of Ray.. ■ '

The second .identity was only 
the la-test in a series of puzzles 
which have surrounded the few 
known facts of theiinvestiaation.

Winessess who said they saw 
the alleged assassin run from 
the flophusee from which the 
fatal bullet was fired said he 
appeared to be between 26 and 
32 year’s of age. The FBI's Wed­
nesday announcement said Galt 
had given his birth date as July 
20, 1931 — which would make 
him 36. Friday the FBI said Ray 
was 40.

The FBI also said Galt was 
said-Jo-be-'an avid dancer 'and 
took dancing lessons in New Or:

leans in 1964 and 1965, in Bir—! 
mnighan during September and | 
October 1967 and in Long Beach, , 
Calif., from December 1967 to 
Februaury 1968,

But during the time Galt al—! 

legeSla took dancing lessons in । 
New Orleans. Ray was serving I 
part of a 20-year term for I 
armed robbery in the Missouri ' 

- State Pemntentiaay at 'Jeffer’son , 
City. . !

At the time Galt was attend- ' 
ing a bartending schiool in Cali- ! 
fornia, a dupUcatte Alabama J 
driver’s license was matted to ' 
him at a rooming house in Bir-- 
pmgham.

The woman who runs the flop­
house her-e said the man to ; 
whom she rented a room just | 
three hours before King was 
slam had a Soutleern drawl. The 
FBI said Galt Ikied counUr•y■ and 
Western music and drank beer 
and vodka.

Galt seemingly was a free | 
spender. Aside from the dancing I 
lessons, which cost him about 
$500 in Californite alone, he paid , 
$2,000 cash for a white Mustaing I 
that is now impounded in Arian-1 
ta, and attended the bar’tgdiMl 
schiool. v _ _J

(Indcede page. name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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The Portrait 
1A LOUER
I

- a Ioher. . , . , "" m^ nic ™nther. Lucille, dies ,
That description,, wh^h was 

applied to Lee Harvey .sw1’ j_n where she move^ —
the assassin of prelid1nt Ken- "urband’s death, 
nedy, is now being used again ^ R R >s iiit tr, 
—in another slaying. Mt theVireanis Hotel in
Jam1esFELaatRara1larEliaQ^^ 

mSeM ih«oa M he

of Dr-. Martin Luther King Jr.
Yet Ray is known as an 

“avid dancer.”

1947. His mother, Lucille, diee 
about nine years ago in Qmncy, 
Ill., where she moved after her

had gone overseas.
Miss Ryan sa^helJ/m, 

differed from her brother s be 
personality cause her mother changed k at- 
ps “-i tir leaving Alta. .

Between 1928 and 1955, 
record shows he wandered from

The conflicting . 1 , .
traits were sketched by te- 
FBI as it reported Friday that ____________  
seaS’^ m™1 one ^iof 2^°

f file1 revealed Galt and the 40- er, leaving.im_ _„;—„[aie

tenr-old Ray, adr|ft1r.ahdLprl■ 
on escapee, as the samemani 
In Us first positive identifi­

cation. of the man hnnted in the 
April 4 assassination of King in 

’ MemphSs, Tenn,, the FBI'fa­
ther pictured Ray as a main in 
trouble with the l.aw since his

er, leaving inter mit1httiy f only 
<be arrested for mmesf else- ?

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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“Hie should be considered 

armed and extremely danger­
ous,” the FBI said..

Ray is an Ulmois native who 
has served time .in , two „! 
prisons and in jails in Chicago, 

1 Alton and Quincy .
„ He was born March 10, 1928, 
In Alton, the ^dest of three chi| 
firen whose father, James, 4 
Jmlroad switchman, died n

w&n to the FBI as a; en 
thUshc dancer agents mCJi 
cago recently checked f i 
north and west side ?!^ing5 schools for information on Bay-

The schooss were m areas e 
was known to have frequented 
Zasnhe lived in Chicago m the

early 1950's. „ ,
A 10th grade dropout, R^®

amslrecSraislo^^
It includes convictions for
;LtliiCl•obserlr. burglary, auto

theft and forger ar­
On May 6, 195Z’ he charged1 

rested in Chicago,.andc"1;! 
with robbing a YeowCradL 
^1^^

kallusehrcedJ
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r-Qn-July- 7, 1952, he was trans-. ‘We gave himeur Grade A, 
fened to Pontiac State Prison Class I workup,” recalted Dr-, 
wher-e he-was assigned to wwk Donald B. Peterson, hospital'su 
in the kitchen, and later was perineendent. “We found no
sent to an honor farm-kitchen 
outside the prison walk;. _

. He was turned down once in 
a bid for par-ole and was dis­
charged March 24, 1954, havmg 
served his full sentenee.
. Three months later, he was 
hI•resied in Alton on a charge of 
burglarizing a cleaning shop in 
East Alum. However-, an indict­
ment by the Mad’son County 
grand jury was removed from 
the record with leave to rem- 
st;ate.

Police Chief William H. Pe­
tersen in Alton said Ray had a 
local record dating back to 1949.

Other arresss in Alton wer-e 
for not having a drivess license 
in 1951, and vagrancy in 1951 
and 1955. Petersen also char-ged 
that Ray held up- a food stor-e 
just six blocks from the police 
station in 1959.

There was no intimation the 
FBI was any closer to catching 
Ray than it was Wednesday 
when it put the name Galt on a
fugitive warrant charging him
“and an inetvteuhl whom he abBride, James Walton, W. C. vors countr-y and western mustel 
leged to be his bItiheI” wtit!Herron and James O’Connor. and speaks with a rural.twang. 
conspiring to deprive King of' John Willard was the name In more obviou’ conflict was 
his civil right to travel fromlueed by the man who checked’he FBI's Weeneseay statement 
state to state. inito a shoddy Mempt-S5 I•oomingsaying Gal’ ‘’took dancing tes-

Ray fled the Missouri Peniten- house overlookmg the IoIrhaiee sons” in New Orleans m 19(54 
tihIy-weIee he was serving the Motel, where King was totally and 19(65-* itmr wta Ray was 
seventh year of a 20-year sen- shot as he stood on a balcony still impriooned m M’ssoun.

’ ................................. A bur-eau spokesman said,’he
earlier Gat descriI)iton should

tence for a 1959 market holdup and talked with friends.
and auto ’heft in St. Louis—bn The FBI has said Erilc Starvo earlier Galt description should 

Galt purchased a 31.16 rifle in have said he “reportedly” took 
Biranghamn five days befor-e the dhntmg lesson,, rather than 
the assassination. That rifle, stating flh-tly ihht he had. 
with a ielescopic sight intac,. The FBI said Ray was ftIit 
was recovered outside the room- arrested in 1949 in Lois Angeles, 
ing house just hfirI thie assess-- wher-e he drew an eight-monta 
nation. • ' j jail term for burgtayy.

The FBI did not make clear All teid, the records show Ray 
wher-e it got the fingeiprinss has spent 13 years and 5 monfe 
which it matched against its-behind bhrs-lott counting de-

April 23, 1967.
Prison officials, who said a 

1966 escape try by Ray was 
thwarted when he was discov­
ered in a ventilator shaft, indi­
cated he succeeddd thie next 
year by hidmg in a truck car­
rying bread from the peniten­
tiary bakery to its honor farms.

The earlier escape attemptxue ^amei escape avempt* wiucn ad miacieu again— — - ---- g ,
landed Ray in a Futton, Mo-files to show Galt is actuallvtentjosj on charges of which he,
pI-Stnr■S3Spithll facility for a Ray'.
mental checkup.

mental diseaee or defect .within 
. the law.”

But Missouri Penitentiayy. 
War-den Harold Swenson said 
Ray was “an evasive type per­
son. I don’t think anybody ei­
ther liked him or disliked him.”

To Alton Police Chief 
Petersen, Ray was “a dirty- 
necked thief who slept all day 
and stole all night. His record 
is as dir-ty as he is.”

Hie was a “mean, vindictive 
individual” to a St;. Louis po­
liceman, and to an initIuctoI 
who taught Ray dancing in Los 
Angeles, he was a man who had 
“a way” with people.

The FBI said Eric Starvo Galt 
was one of a string of aliases fa­
vored by Ray in frequent brush­
es with the taw beginning when 
he was 21­

In addition to the aliases John 
Willard and Harvey Lowmyer 
listed on the FBI fugitive war-- 
r-ant;, t;he bureau said Ray has 
also calked himseff James Mc-

* But speculatit)nwas the prints ’ 
may have been left in-fctiai- 
ing house, on the. rifle or, oh a 
1966 white Mustang-smce rim- 
pounded in Atlanta—hhat wit­
nesses reported seeing rieaving 
the -vicinity of the shooting. -

While some detairi remanied 
fuzzy, the portrait sketched by 
the FBI showed, Ray as a ratiier 
avrI•age-looking ne’er■-eo-well of 
confficting personality trei’.

He was described as 5-fbot110, 
and 163 to 174 pounds, with1 
brown hair, blue eyes and small 
scars on his forehead and right 
palm. He’s said t;o have a habit 
of tugging on an ear when ner­
vous. His left ear protrudes 
slightly further than his • right 
ear.

Ray was said by huihoIiiiies to 
have worked at various times as 
a laborer, baker and color-­

' matchier. In addition, persons 
who came in contact with him 
white he was out;iilee prison said 
he spolee of having wor-ked as a 

' mer■chlilnt seaman and riverboat 
cook.

! The FBI said the fugitive’s ac­
quaintances called, him a loner 

■ who likes beer and vodka, fa-

the danciing lessons, rather than

wasn’t convicted. ■
Also not included in that total

1 is t;he three-month str-etch at 
: hard labor he received for being 
' drunk and “breakmg aIreit‘’ 
white in the Army from Febru- 

1 ary 1946 Ito December 1948.
1 The Army washed Ray out on 
, a general discharge, saying he 
। was inept and couldn’t adapt to 
, miliiary life. , . , . _

Today Ray was ■placed on the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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,„^^^™»-^™»^-« —

This photo of James 
Earl Ray, alias Eric Star- 
vo Galt, accused slayer 
of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Ji.., wats taken in 
1952 at the Iliinoss State 
Penitentiary at Joliet. 
(UPI Facsimile)

32419
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Ray Makes FBI 
Most Wanted List

WASHINGTON (/P) - What 
may be the nation’s most in­
tensive manhunt gained fresh 
pressure Saturday when the 
FBI plaice d on its “most 
wanted” list a fugitive convict 
accused of murder in the as­
sassination of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr'.

Jamies Earl Ray, a 40-year- 
old habitual criminal, is being 
hunted by police from border 
to border and beyond for the 
April 4 sniper slaying in 
Mempins, Tenn., of the Negro 
civil rights leader from At­
lanta.

The FBI always has limited 
its list of most wanted crim-- 
nals to 10 names but Saturday 
it lengthened this roll of dis­
honor to 11 by adding Ray, a 
white loner known also by the 
name of Eriic Starvo Galt and 
by six other aliases.

In addition to a state first- 
degree murder warrant issued 
in Memphis, Tenn., Ray is 
wanted on federal charges of 
conspiracy to deny Dr. K^ 
his civil righ’s and of flight 
to escape confinement. The 
latter traces to his April 19617 
escape from Missouri prison 
at Jefferson City where he

was starting his eighth year 
on a 20-year sentence for 
armed robbery. •

In announcing the unprece­
dented step of adding an 11th 
name to the ‘1.0 most wanted” 
list, FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover announedd it was done 
“to insure the widest possible' 
dissemination of Ray’s photo­
graph and description to help 
effect his earHest possible lo­
cation?’

As usual, the FBI is appeal­
ing to the pubnc for help in 
spotting its man and-as us­
ual - gives implied wanung 
against any effort by a plain 
citizen to apprehend the crim­
inal unaided.

The official language puts it 
this way;

“Ray should be considered 
armed and extremely danger­
ous;. Anyone with information 
concerning ths fugitive is re­
quested to lmmedtalely con­
tact the nearest offtce of the 
FBI, the telephone number of 
which may be found on the 
first page of local telephone di­
rectories.”

Reportedly a native of Illi­
nois, Ray is described as about 
5 feet, 10 inches tall. weighing 
from 163 to 174 pound.. He has 
blue eyes and brown hair us­
ually worn short. Forehead and 
right palm bear small scars. 
His nose is narrow and

straghttf*.teeth even.^And—be 
has a noticeaHy protrudmg 
left ear, the lobe of which he 
reported^ tugs at when ner­
vous.

By way of further help in 
the search which the FBI de­
scribed Saturday as “masshe 
and intensive.” Ray is report­
ed to speak in a “rural” man­
ner and in a fashion indicating 
limited education. He is de­
scribed as neat in dress and as 
an avid dancer with a taste 
for ^odk&and beer.

(Indicale page, name of 
newspaper, city and stde.)
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HT WASHT RAY

।At Clinton
CLINTON — A man jumped from an Illi! 

n<s Cental freight train — and into tempo! 
rary trouble here Friday.

He matched the general description of 
James Eart Ray, hunted in the assassination 
of Dr-. Martin Luther King Jr.

The FBI in Springfield-tearning the man 
was on the train—had asked DeWitt County 
Sheriff Claude Barrett to hold him for ques- 
tiornng.

Barrett said the man identifled himseff as 
Paul Stanley Boothby, 36, of Lima, Ohio, and 
his fingerpHnnts showed he was not Ray.

The freight tr-ain was en route from St. 
Louis to Chicago.

Authorities would not r-eveal the source 
which, hadanformed the FBI that Beathby=wais 
on the tr-ain.

(Indlcaee page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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DID KINGS ASSASS/N GET $1 MILLIO

The Bounty 
Mystery

MILLION?

(Indlcaee page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE 1

_ DALTON, Ga, (UPI)-Fugi-jation has a millinn-dollar bounty i 
IVo Tam no Pau Mnriin Tiifhar Twiner ’(rJive James Earl Ray once sai^*kF7 for Martini Luther King,: 

he would collect a .
I doiaa bounty” put up by a 
■ mysterious “busmessmen’s as-1 

sociation” foa the death of Dr. ■

“numon-' Curt’s said uesday J J 
He said Ray smied and said I

sociauirn ioa the aeath of Dr. 1 
Martin Luther King Ja., accord-1 
ing to . a prison friend. I

Ray, an escapee fi-om the| 
Mlssouri state prison, ha’ been I 
charged wrth conspiracy and 
murder in the assassination of 
King at Memphis April 4. j

Raymond Curtis, in jail hereii

“If there's a millkin dollars out 
on Eng, I believe if I ever get 
out I'll collect.it.” . . ,

Curtis said the subject of; 
King came up “‘a coupee of, 
times"' thereafter. Curtis finally 
was freed and Ray fled the' 
prison last year by hiding in a 
bread truck. ■ ;

Curtis said he had no ,idea I 
what the “bustoessman’s assocr 
aaiin'’ was. Authorit'ess said1,awaiting an appeal of a murde^

convi.ctOrrr, said he had served । ,
with Ray in jail once and in Tuesday •they were pursuing- 
PI1Siorl tivice and the matter of . SeveI■al reports-some cilCFiaa--1 
King first came up shortly after - mg in prisons-thataheae was a J 
Prerident Kennedy was assas- i *i;Snta?ia”! “t for Ws teath ■

- — ‘ I didn't think much about it ।i sinated in 1963. . f
“Well, • somebody made a!

pretty penny on that,” Ray told : 
Curts after hearing of K«nne- 
dy’s death. • _

About a week iaaia, in ’ the 
yard of the Missoui’i State 
prison at Jefferson City, a “new_

at t;he aimi," said Curtis. “In [ 
prison, you hear all sorts of • 
hellactous ideas.” FBI agents: 
have questioned him about hi’ ; 
talks with Ray. i

Curtis said Ray never men-! 
tioned racial mate ess. “He ;

an just in off the street" aoir^n,t have any prejuoce. h 
m “’he businessmen’s assoc-- didn't care if a man was why 
„-------------- --------------, or colored,” Curts said. “H
s ; was only interested in money.
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Raymond Curtis.40, 
talks with his lawye^on 
the telephone in Dalton, 
Ga, after telling news­
men he wars in jail three 
different times with 
Jaimes Earl Ray, accused 
assassin of Dr. Martin 
Luthier King Jr,, and Ray 
ta.lked Of., killing King 
‘for a milhondOollas_boun’ 
ty.”(UPI Facsimile)
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- Justified In King Case ;
CAN THERE'be many Americans 

who do not know much .about Eric 
Starvo Galt, alias .John WiUard, 
alias Harvey Lowmyer and also 
apparently known as James Earl. 
Ray?- • j

In recent weeks we have learned
' that Uris person, sought in connec­

tion with the insane slaying of Dr.
- Martin Luther King . Jr, |e an es- 

■ caped convict from Missouri.. .
- We . have learned thr-ough the 

press and electronies media th2t he 
is a hard drinker, likes to dance,

, has aggressive tendencies, where . 
he lived, the kindof car he drove 
and where he visited, the guns he 
purchaeed, his political tasnmgs,

• his occupation,, w^t his cellmate 
thiought of him and many °ther 
tilings. „ • ' ,

Much of thie. information repee- 
sents the hard, traditional work of 
the pr'ess. Much of it., including 
photogaphss, was leased by -taw , 

.. enforcenelnt agencies. •
. The purposed this proper vol­

ume of information and publicity is 
to bring Ray before the bar of jus­
tice to question Mm about the slay-

■ And the authority for the stance. .

mg of Dr1. King-. ■
■ It is a legitimate purpose, an ex­

eeltent and traditional co-operaivve 
effort between the press and law 

• ' enforcement. If history h anJndi- 
cator, the publicity will eventually 

■ lead to the arrest and a fair tria1
for Ray-

• ’ ■ • Ironically,, if more recent history 
also sets a pattern the Information­
al spigot regarding Ray will be 

•turned-of abruptly after he Is ar- 
■ rested. . ( ■ - -^^

likely will-be the Reardon ..Report • 
of. the American Bar Aesoctatiln. 
In that report, the ABA group rec- ( 
ommends that law enforcemett of­
ficers give little more' than the.; 
name, “rank and serial number’’ of 
persons arrested. «

The case of Eric Starvo Gatt or, 
. Janus Earl Ray is a dI•itliittlc one .

and public interest is high. The 
public has been asked to co-operate 
in apprehenssoon of the suspect and . 
has a right to the information. ,

This does not mean in any sense," 
however, that Galt-Ray w|11 not be ’ 
able to get a fair trial in the Umted .

■ States of America., We .submit that . 
Americans who have not heard of 
Ray probably could not be. on a 
jury that eventually hem's his case.

We have the utmost faith 1hat he 
will be- able to get an impartial 
trial on the basis of the evidence 
submitt;ed in court, regardeess of, 

' the publicity that is essential for , 
. his apprehensioni. . . ' 1'

And when Ray does come to. i 
trial the Reardon Report ^d-toe 
America Bar Aesoctatiln’s pen- , 
chant for denytag the public its , 

. right to know crime new's also w111 • - 
be before a jury - the American,.
people- ' ' L ’

People should see clearly the d-, 
logic of saying a feta'trial is rot., 
possible with widcspeedd publicity,.- •

• In the Ray case thi.s is not tacking '
■the barn door after the horse is .

. gone. The door was nvvvr_cloeed 

.;: and never should be. ■" ;. . \ ^ •.'i
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i FBI Prsrrsr Search 
For King,r Arrurrin

WASHINGTON ® — Morf Just Thursday, officials in 
than a month and a half after Pottsvide, Pa., asked the FBI
the murdler of Dr-. Martin Luther to supply a dental chartt of Ray 
King Jr, FBI agents ucrors the to dstsr'miiIle if he might be a 
nation are reported still active-

; ly searching for the mian ac­
; cused of the kiffing — James 
; Earl Ray..
, FBI headquarters has been 
silent for weeks on the cases, ex­

, cept to say that it still is being 
actively investigated — and that 
the bureau is not simply wait­
ing for Ray to turn up some 
place. .

Ray, 40, ercilIted April 23, 
1967, from the Missouri State 
Penitentiayy at Jefferson City 
where he had served eight yeans 
of a 20-year sentence for armed 
robbery.

T'he last official statement 
from the FBI on Ray was a 
one—paragraph descIiItiion issued 
May 7 along with two new pho- 
tographsofhim. .

One, said to be the best photo 
yet made pubhc of Ray, shows 
him weaTrng a dark-checked 
sport jacket. It was taken ear- 

'lier this year in Calffornia. T'he 
others, showing Ray wearnig 
dark glasses, was taken last No­
vember as he sat in a night 
club in Mexico.______

MEANWHIEE, ‘-reports con- 
tiinue to appear that Ray has 
bs!t!n spotted at a number of 
places.

corpse found there.
Although there have been ssv- 

siu1 reports that Ray may be 
dead, Justice Department offi­
cials have pointed out continual­
ly that there is no evidence tto 
support or refutte ths. I

Ther'e have t>een seveI■al cases! 
in which :indiviUu^rs have been 
qnestooned by police, who! 
thought the mdivdduass resem-i 
bled the dercI•ptiOon of King's 
uccursd ussas;i;in. I

King was shot to death April 
4 us he stood on u balcony of al 
Memphis motet. ^==> '

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Peoria Journal
Star Pg A-3

Date: May 2ST, 1968
Edition: EiS1i1^
Author:
Editor:
Title:

Character:
or

Classification: 44-sii
Submitting Office:

searched.

- FII.ED

' 1968
SSSFELao

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below))

facials I 
xpedite (Indiaate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.)

ra;traditionPage 1 & 4

"LONDON (AP) - Asst. U.S. 
Atty. Gen. Fred M. Vinson Jr., 
।arriving in L,ondon to “expedtte 
the extradition” of James Earl 
Ray, visaed the accueed kilter 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at 
a heavily guarded police station 
Sunday, but declined to esti­
mate, how long it will take to get 
him back to the United State..

Talkmg to newsmen on the 
steps of the American Embassy, 
where about 200 persons waited 
to sign a con<i<l>tnnse booik for 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,, Vinson 
said: “I would not want to go 
into any detai’s about court 
procedure.”

Ray,, 40, was being kept under 
tight security at Cannon Row 
police station in preparation for 
his appearance Monday Arn­
ing at Bow Street Maglstrate’s 
Court;. He will answer thsi•e to 
two charges growing out of his 
arrest Saturday at Hsathi■i)w 
Airport - t;ravelnig under. a 
forged passport and illegal pos- 
sessten of a firearm.

Ray,, who disappeared for two 
months after King’s assassnaa- 
tes J.prib 4, had a fully loaded

migratonn officers 
trying to catch a plane for Brus­
sels white in transit from Lis­
bon.

Vinson also declined t.o say if 
he would seek to ext:radtte Ray 
on the federal charge of conspir­
ing to deny King his civil righte 
or on a Tennessee charge that 
he murdered Knng.

In Memphis, Tenn., where 
Kang was kilted, Phil M. Canaee, 
Shelby County attorney general, 
said Ray would be returned to 
stand trial for first-degeee mur­
der with all “deliberaee speed.”

A U.S. Embassy spokesmnn 
said Vinson talked during the 
day with Thomas Butter, Scot­
land Yard's ace detective who 
worked on the Ray case, about 
speeding up procedures and set­
ting a timerabte for Ray's trans­
fer to t.he United State..

The suspect was booked under 
the name of Ramon George 
Sneyd, the name which ap-

An American Embassy offif
cial said Ray’s extradttinn pap 

..................hi’ers would include “all 
known aliases,” and that t 
name Sneyd would raise 
problems in that respect.

The narrow street leading

the 
no

to
Cannon Row police station, 
about 200 yards from the House 
of Pariiamnnt, 'was deserted 
Sunlciay, in marked contrast to 
the crowd which milted thsi•e 
after word of Ray’s arrest was 
anniJunsed Saturday..'

The iron gates leading to the 
station and the foimttir head­
quarters of Scotland Yard were 
open and guarded by a pair of 
tall London biibbtes. They de­
nted entrance to newsmnn, say­
ing: “‘The desk sergeant te not 
avaUabte.”

Hundreds of tour’s’s passed 
by the entrance to Cannon Row, 
but none was seen venturing 
diown t;he narrow' street. Mce 
sign’s blocked the pat;h of auto­
mobites.

- , ,, „ , „ . Ray was seized by immigaa-
peared on his false Canladinn tion officiais at Heathow^ 
passport, but the Justice De-'------------ ' ” ■ ■
partaient said he definttety was 
Ray.
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pert after he stopped over at 
610 am Saturday on a British 
European Airways jet from Lis- 
b|n. He was headed for Brus­
sels.

At the immigration barrier 
for transit passengers, officials 
asked Ray to enter their office 
“for further inquiries” on suspi­
cion that his Canadian passport 
was falsie.

Searching him they found the 
loaded revolver.

Poli.ce made their formal ar­
rest at 11:15 a.m. five hours aft­
er Ray’s arrival. But they kept 
a close security clamp on him 
and repeatedly denied that they 
were holding him even after the 
announcement of his arrest 
came from Washington.

Scotland Yard confirmed the 
arrest later but a police state­
ment gave the arrested man’s 
name only as Ramon George 
Sneyd. .

Chief Inspector Butler ’aid: 
“Atthough the man claims to be 
Sneyd, his physical description 
i’ in fact identtoal to that df 
James Earl Ray.” I 
I Vinson told newsmen at Lon- 

1don airport earlier that people

in America were “delighted” at 
Ray’s arrest and that was greet­
ed with “a great feeling of re­
lief.”

“We have been looking tor 
him for a long time,” Vinson 
said.

Vinson was asked whether he 
would apply for a voluntary or a 
compulsory extradttton order..
“The easiest way is always 

the best one,” he replied.
He gave the impression he did 

not anticipate any dtfflloltyor 
much delay in brnigmg Ray 
back to the United States for 
trail.

It was learned that Ray had

flown from Canada to Louden. 
May 6 with a rhond-trip ticket 
but cashed in the retOllm phrtJn| 
in exchanee for passaee to Lis-; 
bon and went right on to Portu­
gal getting off in the Brifch 
Capital. _ „ „

The FBI, with the help of thie 
Royal Canadian Mounted Po- 
hce, had picked up Ray’s toaR 
in Canada - apparenfly after 
he left - and officers satisfied 
themselves a few days ago that 
the man bearing a passport to 
Sneyd’s name was Ray I

It then becaime a matter of a- 
tercepimg toe ^rer of the 
passport.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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±land_ ^a.r rSeizes!
Rhe Shelby' County" G»sm?ed that he knew ntthing ■ 
IL . - , - „„, the passport application. J

By L. EDGAR PRINA;;^
Copley News Service Jury in Memphis indicted Ray

WASHINGTON — Jamies Earlfor f^t. degr'ee murder of King 
Ray, alleged Miter of Dr. Martin 
Luitlier King Jr., was seized Sat- 
Erday by New Scotland Yard de-
'^1'^/1 LT^ charging Ray, under the name

DCoS J^^^

Efa «-day global manhunt "F^11^^ the FBI

rKioseuiICiCiedbyaI^

while stand0Ig on . -. y .an exhaustive passport photopp p

on May 7.
On April 17, the FBI filed a 

complamt in Birmmhaam, Ala,,

Fingerprints led to, the FBI

a motel in Memphis, Tenn., on search led to the suspect’s ar-
April 4. )

At the time of his seizure, on' Hoover ai.iivuiicd. ^p^ 
charges of carrying a ctnccaledr that a search of latent ■finger-: 
loaded revolver and fraudtuent prints uncovered in the King 
passports, Ray) was enroute Case against t;ll(ise of the more 
from Lisbon, Portugal to Brus- th^ 53,0,0 pCI•etne for whom 
sels, Begliumi. j __^.1 “wanted notices” had been poitr-

Ray, who also med the name ed jn the ffl(s of the FBI’s iden- 
of Eric Stervo Galt and other at- tificati()o division led to the de- 
iiases, was travellmg under the tcrmination that .Galt and Ray 
name of Ramon Geo^e-Sneydwerelidenticai. 
and had two Canadian 
in that'name in his p 
Hoover said.

rest in London. .
Hoover announedd April 19

Ray (alias “Sneyd”) was 
traced to a roomung housein To­
ronto where, he arrived April 8, 
according to ■officiais.

He later arranged with a trav­
el agency to obtain the passport 
and a roundtrip airiine ticket to : 
London. The passport was is- ■ 
sued April 24. , ,

Ray flew t;o the British capital j 
May 6 and promptyy turned m i 
for cash the other half of his I 
ticket and bought passage to i 
Lisbon. We in Portuga,, on . 
May 16r he obtained a second : 
Canadian passport

After the passport break of a 
few days ago, an alert went out 
to Portageese and British olfi- j 
cials and airline employes to be ■ 
on the lookout for anyone with a A 
Canadian passport bearing the I 
name Ramon George Sneyd. | ' 
;Yesterday mornmg, the hunt] 
ended- - _______ i

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Page 1 & 2

STATE JOURNAL - 
REGISTER

Springfield, ILZLnooiss

The suspect was picked up as 
he was being procesedd through 
British immigration at ILL 
a.m. London time (6:15 a.m 
EDT) and submitted to arres

। The break that led to Rays 
’, capture Saturdaiy came after an 
I examination of at least 100,000 
- ' > rt photos here mid mOt-

Canada.
Shortly after the King assassi^ 

nation, the FBI launched itej 
search of U.S. passports issued j 
sin'ce April 4. It turned up noth-^ 
ing. It was known,^however, that! 
Ray once had visited Canada, 
and, so, the FBI akKed the Roy­
all Canadian Mounted Police to 
siari a similar examination in

- hC^
SSenor^
beftI•cMtoday.• I. . is a ieal Raymond George

It was not immt5dtutClyy clear gneyd in Toronto — and he is a 
whether the federal government-g- yegr-od city policeman — 
or the stateof TeoineeCee®|d!L^, authortttes (|uickkr=dae83 
initiate the action. The attorney------------------™-------------------'
general of Ttoineecee could M 
gen -the proceedings and Jhe 
state department wodd then 
formally request extraditinn un­
der a 1935 bilateral treaty with

without a struggee. ,
Hoover reported that Ray wai 

being held at Ltndto s Cannon 
Row police station under maxi-) 
mum security conditions; Ray 
will have a hearing on the Brt^ 
ish charges Monday ।
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^USED ASSASSIN OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING

James Earl
RayCaptured

(InlCcate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

Page 1

a n London
WASHINGTON (UPI)—aamssthe- United States will 'sbe:m?anF'who had posed as ErM 

Earl Ray, the accused assassi^ioi■tiatee soon. . . ;Starvo Gak on Jhe West Coast 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Ji-., The FBI said one of the, aloe in MemPtiIS prior to “el 
was art-ested in London todaypassports Ray was carrying had murder . , . ’

,,+d been issued April 24 in Ottawa,, He had previousty been
Jysttee DciLme^anmouni^^ becnhuoted by the FBI f°r escaping

issued May 16 by the Canadian from Mssourl State Penitentia- 
oAtty.. Gen Ramsey C^k said Embassy in Lssbon, Portugal. 1 -----

Ray was carrying two Canaeiao Hoover said Ray was detained n
passports under the name of as he passed through Britsh 1967- He was servmg a 20-year 
Ram°n George SneylO. FBI immigaatinn, planninig to Uy to sentence for armeti robbery 
director J. Edgar Hoover saidgrussels Belgium whien he escaped by concealing

!...._......:>—. _----------- u_ ■ r himself in a truck. ;
J A native of I Ilinotis;., Ray.hal 

stI■vee previous jail senienctK

r'y at Jefferson City on April 23,

ILLINOIS STATE
REGISTER

Springfield, ILi^ois

^'etonte1 man was armt‘e with Hie was reportedty wearing 
[a fully loaded mstol when hegissses and attired in a- light 
was arrested at 11:15 ^m.-oreg^ ranncoat over grey

1 ,London time. ' I'tinsers and a sports jacket.
His capture ended an inten-. , tn

sive 65-day mutant that began H°over said R^y Cannon

in Los Angeles, Hiraois state 
Jprisons in Johet- and Pontiac 

hunt that began Huyver s»- Ray “liand the Federal Peoitentiayy in
when King was kilted by a rfftecustody at^o"® ^3 Leavenworth, Kan.
shot as he stood o“ a motel Row ,P' se ity ^nutKins. I He was discharged from the
balcony in Memphis, Tenn.Ray maximum _ y JArmy In December, 19418,, after

placed1 on the FBI s 1st of Ray is under iodictmtont forKaS criminals on an fj degree murder Tre se™ng three mrniths a h^ 

emergency basis on April 20—66 indicteeent was retunned May 7 tebor for being faunk and 
Hays after the civil rights by a grand jury in Memphssl reSIStong arrest. . _ .
leader was assassinated. ;Tenn. The accused assassui claimed
' Hiovtr said extraditmni The 4Oyear-oid fugitive wasjohave worked aJoarlI.Msss- 

- ’ by ^nrerpriotI_as;TITc^

balcony

;Tenn.
------- - . J The 40-year-old fugitive 

gro«teeings..fog-RaySLreitE^^
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baker, laborer and color matchf"^ 
er. While on the West Coast- 
early ths year, he took a 
course as a bartender at a Los: 
Angeles scltool.

Hoover said Ray was detained j 
by British authoritiss as a : 
result of his use of fraudueent ■, ;
passport and on the fact that he 
Jas carrying the concealed

eapon.
Ray was born in Alton, Ill., on j
arch 10, 19281.
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|ACCUSED KILLER OF DR. KING MAY
i OPPOSE EXTRADITION

Ray Hints At I
 (Indicate 
newspap'

page, name of
■spaper, city and state.)

Legal Battle
। By Fred Coleman him,, and tins was taken as an

Page land 2

-ILLINOIS. STATE
REGISTER

. L.ONDON (AP) — James Earl 
' Ray made a two-manufe appear­

ance in Bow Street Court today 
and todicated, he would fight the 
U.S. government’s attempt to 
seek his extraditinn in connec- 

. tion with the charge that he 
I- killed Dr. Martin Luther King

Jr. ‘
; London’s chief magistaaie or­

dered Ray held without bail for 
another court appearance on 
June 18.

' There was no mention durnig 
i the brief preliminai-y heaIi01g of 
1 extradttinn. But Ray asked the

ewstHfr-appoint an attomey for

him, and this was taken as an 
indication that he would fight
being returned to America. '

American legal offccials said 
they were going ahead with the 
extraditinn process and hoped to , 
return Ray to the United Stales '
“very soon.” ■ ,

The 40-year-old escaped con- '
vict, who had been on the run '
since the Negro civil righss i
leader was kihed April 4 in J
Memphis, Tenn., was arritigned ;
under the alias of Ramion ■
George Sneyd and was charged 
with carrying a falsie passport 
and a loadled revolver without a 
license. '

A heavy pohce escort brought I

Ray secretly to the court thre| 
hour’s before the preliminary 
heaiinig was to begin. A crowd, 
of about 300 laid siege t.o the( 
courtroom later, and everyone, 
entering it was searched for1 
weapons. • ■

Ray had been under heavy' 
guard since his arrest Saturday.

Rays dark hair was flecked 
with gray at the temples, and 
his face was tanned. ■

A government prosecutor; 
asked that Ray be held in custo­
dy, and the judge granted Rays 
application request that the 
court appoint a lawyer for hmaj,

(Continued On Page 2, Col. 1) ,
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Bow Street Court would requiee ' 
material evidence showing a 
case against Ray. The proce­
dure normally would take two 
or -threes weeks, but if Ray 
fought the case, it could take 
much longer. • '

Scotland Yard said Ray was | 
apprehended as he was about to |

:^BS----------------------- a ~: ,5rr
board a plane for Brussels and! 
was found to be carrying a load­
ed revolver. I

He was arreseed under the, 
name of Ramon George Sneyd,; 
the name on his Canadian pass-. , 
port, but the Justice Depart-! 
ment in Washington said the 
man definttery was Ray.

■ ^niiiw.d From Page 1) 
large force of plamctothesmen 
and uniformed police.

Ray had been in Canada, Por­
tugal and Britain before the 
two-month hunt ended with his 
arrest at London airport. In­
formed sources gave credence 
to report that he had been bid­
ing out in London since msr? 
May. .

One'report was that when 
„ picked up he was b°und for 
; Brussels, hoping to contact, re- 
। cruteers for mercemiry forces in 
। Africa. ’ ' ■

Few leads on peopee who 
’ might have had contact with 
Ray or helped him were turning 
up, but the police in Toronto,. 

. where he spent a month, were 
checking a lead from the owner 
of a boarding house where he 
stayed. '. . ' •

Mrs. Sun Loo said she saw a 
"fat man” pass a smal- enve­
lope to Ray about four days be­
fore he flew to London May 6. 
She said she could not give a de­

i taiksd description of the man 
and did not know what was in 
the envelope/ Ray got the eye­
lope on tiie day his rent was cue 
and the day he paid $345 for ah 
excursoon flight ticket to Lon­
don.
-Ray arrived in Portegal-Myy 

8 where he stayed in the Hotel 
■ Portugal unm May 17 paying 

just over $2 a day for hs room : 
on the first floor.. Staff at the ho­
tel recall that he was generatiy 
out of his room 15 or 16 hours a 
day- • „ ■

Ray is wanted on a Tennessee 
charge of murder, a federal 
charge of-conspiring to 'dsny 
King his civil rights, and a Mis­
souri charge: that he escaped 

' from prison there on‘April 23, 
1367. ; ' . -

• U.S. Aeet. Atty. Gen. Fred Mi. 
' • Vnison Jr-, flew to.London and 

spoke with Ray in his cell Sun- 
l day, but in Washington Atty.- 

Gen. Ramsey Clark eaid Ray 
had made no etatsmenr. _

Clark said he could not seti- 
maee how soon Ray might be re- 

1 turned to the United Staees. It is 
possibeehe said, thatRay ought 
waive. extradiUori or that he. 
might be deported.

If extraditton is necessary, le- 
'ga^=euHMes in Londons==akipthe

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I In photo at left, crowds surge forward to enl 
ter Bow Street Police Coui’t in London where 
James Earl Ray, accused assassin of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King, was arraigned today on Brit­
ish gun and passport violations. Right photo 
shows picture Ray used in Canadian passport 
application. (UPI Facsimiee)
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Ray Mystery
LONDON (AP) - Scotland 

Yard delved today into the mys­
teries of James Earl Ray’s stay 
in Britain as U.S. officiass 
worked on their casse for the ex­
tradition of the man accused of 
killing Dr. Martin Lute- King 
Jr'. .

Ray has been traced to two 
London hotels between May 28 
and his arrest Saturday, but 
there is an unexplamed gap of 
about 10 days, starting May 17 
when he left Lisbon.

FBI agents were understood 
to be workmg with Scotland 
Yard detectives, but British po­
lice are doing the spadework 
since the FBI has no legal au­
thority in foreign countries. Po­
lice on both sides of the Atlantic 
are trying to untangee Ray’s 
trave’s, which .took him to Cana­
da, Britain and Portugal after 
King was shot April 4.

Ray was transeerred Tuesday 
to a maxmiimi security cell in 
Wandsworth Prison becauee 
Brixton Jail on London's South 
Side, was not considered secure 
enough!
. Extradition proceedings could 
last two months if the 40-year- 
old escaped convict figh’s all 
the way through the British 
courts.

As a first step, American au- 
thortties have obtained a provi- : 
sional British warrant chargrng : 
Ray with the murder of King in 
Memphis, Tenn. A State Depart- : 
ment spokesman in Washington

ppTvll '^tionfin a copyright articlrr said 
extradition rrc[ursit will be that an apartment manager in
transmitted to London shortly.” the Southern city’s hapiHe dis- 

The British police are holding trict reported a man using the 
Ray on charges of using a name Eric Starvo Galt stayed in 
forged passport and carrying a his building for .more than a 
loaded gun. On Scotland Yard’s week prior- to the slaynig of 
records he is officially listed as Kmg. The name is one of the al- 
Ramon George Sneyd, the name,iases under which Ray was 
on his Canaeiap passport;. • • ■ “sought by the FBI. 

Themanager said the m^
. _ _ ook«dF^ore like a preaches^
complications" resulting from Lthapta^onvict”-------------------------
Supreme Court drcilions in re­
cent years. And now that he hast

U.S. ofSicials have not tried to 
question Ray to avoid legal “1

been charged under British law, 
Scotland Yard cannot interoo- 
gate him outliee a courtroom.

While British police were 
trying to alcrrtain whether Ray 
had any contacts in London, de 
tectives in Toronto werrllearch- 
ing for a short blond man who 
reporetdly came looking for 
Ray in a rooming house three or 
four days after the suspect flew 
to London. ■

The landlady, Mrs. Fela Szpa­
kowski, told police about thej 
caller, the second Ray reported­
ly had during his month-long 
stay in Toronto after the assas­
sination of Knag. The first was: 
an unidrntifted fat man who1 
was reported to have called on 
Ray at another rooming house.

Mrs. Szpakowski said the 
blond caller presented a police 
ierntftiaation car’d,, but both the 
Mounted Police and the Toronto 
police said he was not a police­
man. 6===^
_Jhe^:MAtanai2 Ga.^^

(Indicate page, name of 
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LONDOKAP) - US; legal 
experts worked today -on plans 
to take James Earl Ray quickly 
and safely back to the, United 
States for trial white police on 
both sides of the Atlantic contin­
ued their,investigation to lear^ 
whether Ray had help in his 
four-nation flight.. - , •

American authorities took the 
first formal step toward extradi­
tion Monday night by obtain® 
a pI•ovesiona^. British - warritot 
chargmg Ray with‘the murder 
of civil rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Some legal experts suggested 
the British government might 
speedup the process by deport­
ing Ray as an undesirabte alien. 
But other lawyers said there is 
a eiI•ong .tradition against using 
this procedure as a substitute 
for extradition. . -

The 40-year-old escaped con­
vict was held in Brixton Prison 
after his two-minute appearance 
Monday, in Bow Street Court on 
charges of carrying a. forged 
passport and a loaded gun, t:he 
charges on which he was arrest­
ed at London Airport Saturday 
under the name of Ramon 
George^Sneyd. -; '

Ray at his first court appear-

Y Ramon George Sneyd, whose 
name Ray used on his passport,' 
is a, Toronto constablle. Paul 

;Bridgman,- whose name' Ray 
used at one Toronto roonuna 
house, is a coneult;ant teacher 
with the Toronto bear’d of edu- 
cat:o)n.' '

Ray .first was sought under 
the name Eric Starvo Galt. Eric 
St. Vincent Galt, a Toronto 
warehouse foreman, has a eig- 
nature which looks like Eric 
Starv'd Galt:. He uses the.mid'dte 
Initia’s St. V., but with small 
zeros’instead of periods. /

Gall । and Ray have similar 
scars, in the'mkdfle of the fore-; 
head and -on the palm of the 
right hand.

"I don’t know what to think,” 
Galt ’aid. “It's a bit more t;han 
coincidence. The weight is right, 
the height range is right and the 
identifCaation marks are. there.
“I’ve wondered. where our 

paths might have,croeeedr but I 
just don’t know”’

Galt said he was in the Mem­
phis area two year’s ago and 
that he traveted regularly to. 
Florida for skin divmg in the 
summer. . ,

Ray, however*, was in the Mis- 
sburi state prison’until he es­
caped in April IMgrtwaFmore 
^haOLJ2-..learsLIsman^

ance Monday was aseigoed a 
British lawyer at his own xe-. 
quest and ordered' held without 
bail for another hearing June 18 
on . the ' passport. and- gun 
charges. - ■

If exiradition proceedings are 
br-ought, the court will require 
evidence of a case against Ray 
and he will then have 15 days to 
appeal 'to the High Court:. If 
Ray’s lawyers raised points of 
law there, a. -further appeal 
might be made to the House of 
■Lords and the process could 
take months. , ■
Io the two- months America! 

authoritiss searched for Ray fol- 
lowmg King's aseaseinaiioo 
April 4 in Memphis, Tenn., he 
went from the United States to 
Canada on April 8r to London 
.May 6. and t:o Lisbon May 8. Hie 
left his..Lisbon hotel on May 17 
and surfaced again ,Io London 
on May 28.

Police in those countries 
sought anyone who might have 
know'n or helped Ray, and au- 
t;hoI,ii:tes in Canada also tried t:o 
learn how Ray obtained 'irfor- 
mation. on t;he three Toronto 
men whose names he used as al­
iases. , '

All .three men have dark hair 
and are about the same height 
and weight as Ray.. • - 
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20Lyear=s.entenee. MissnsUfis 
seeks Ray’s extraditinn from 
Britain on the prison break 
charge. If heis retunned to the 
Untied States, the TeIntestee 
murder charge is expected tobe 
givnn. precedence over tee Mis-. 

i souri . charge and a federal 
charge that Ray conipiI•td to 
violate Dr. King’s civil rigltis.

PoRce believe Raty was the 
, main who checked into 'a Mont­
. real rooming house last summer 
। under the name of Galt. Galt 
‘ said he was not.in Montreal laiij 
summer and that FBI agents 
told him he was the only Eric S. 
Galt in Canada. . • ,

Caoadiao police ■ also werej 
checking a report by Mrs. Yee 
Sun f Loo, owner of a. Toronto 
rotmhlg house where Ray 
stayed, that a "‘fat man” passed 
an. envelope tfRay.on May 2, 
the day he paid $345 for an ex­
cursion flight iickei'tt London. • 

1 A spokesman fOT the Royal 
, Ganadian Mounted Police said 
1 preliminary invtitigation indL 
cated the main may not have 
known Ray and may just have 
been makmg a delivery. ■

<‘Ev,ery effort is being matte' 
to trace this man, but so farto biavv U»»0 man, but so *—, 
fhete-a.^ indication as to 'who 
heis,” the spokesmansa-^1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.LONDON (UPIJ-^The myrteov=Tne two versions of Ray’s
ious activitiss in Europe of 
James Earl Ray. wanted for the 
murder of the Rev. Martin 
'Luther King Jr., were clouded 

- in a.-fog of coofIiciOng reports 
Tuesday; . 1
' While U.S. officlats swiftly- 
gathered documents-t;o present 
a formal request WceOctseday or 

s Thursday for Rays cXtradttion 
oto the' United.'.States..-.bniii' 
’merican. and Brittth ■teffCtiats^ 
declared a news blackout on the 

■enigma of the much-traveiedd 
. fugitive. -

Officiats confirmed Tuesday 
only that- Ray', had been 
transCerced fr’om aocicot Botx- 
ton Prison, tto . the maximum 
security' wing at Waoesworth 
jPrison. Two policemen* were 
posted iosidc Rays prson c^' 
at all times. ■ ' , !

Scotland Yi-1 • detectives 
faoned' out across . London, 
ioterviewirig hotel-k■ctptot ; 
where Ray 'stayedT .under .tim 
alias of Ramon Srieyd and 
c0nf'rcattog2cgS^l^^ '

I tf an effort to e^;c-mine^fnc! 
i had any -contacts in this city. . I
J Indicaiions were- Ray nae no 

contacts’•'o London. Hums 
! reported he teldom loured 
from his rooms and received.no 
phonecalls,, mail ■or visitors 
before h's. arrest at tne Lt0eto 
airport last Saturday on a tip 
from the U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation tot he was the 
alleged King astassiin.

Beeauee officfats offered, no 
fexplanations- 'fto. fear P0^0'1 
leaks would preud'dee. a case

movements .circulaeed here
were:,, ; ■■

—Ray arrived in London from 
Canada around May 5, flew to 
Ltsbon May 7 and r-etuirned June 
8 to London to make a 
connecting flight to Brussels.; 
He was arrested after he 
walked into- the airport transit1 
lounge and quettiooed'.for three 
horns. Th'is verson was to- 
nished by police sourcss withrin 
minutes- of, the announcement of 
Rays arrest and coot'inued to 
be suppled by the FBI,'0 

; WasningtoIvasterJoca^^ . 

to the contrary appeared here.
-Ray ret^ned from Lisbon 

to London May 17 and stayed in 
at least two small hotels until 
he was arrested at the airport; 
en route to’ Brussels. But; 
passengers leavmg. E01glaoidJ 
would not go, through the transtij 
loumge, although officiats insist; 
ed that was where he was 
appr-ehended!

Reports ct•rculated Ray had 
gone to Usbon and planned to 
t-’avel to B-’usrels to pick up 
money transeereed to him from 
a' Swss bank. Ltsbon banks-

American case also will include 
depositions from persons who 
saw the alleged assassm shortly 
befor-e King was shot in, 
Memphis!. \ • •
.. As a safety, .measure, U.S. 
’officials also plan to fUe a 
formal request for Rays 
extradition on a Missouri bank 
.robbery charge. Ray had served, 
7 years of a .20-year sentence 
for the thf when he escaped 
from prson last year. '

If Ray fighss cxtra(iition and 
tries all appeals under Britsst 
law, it could itake from one ,t( 
three months to return him M 

, America. \ ’

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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were said to have been ask^d 
by Scotland Yard 'to check a”all

against Ray, the London press 
was tn. an • uproar over the
'myS

new accounts .and tranters. 
Unanswered was who had 
opened any accounts,'when and, 
why. • /.’■

.MeanwhUe, American officials 
ordered document;s from Mis-j 
souri, Tenitsrece 'and other;' 
points to try to -establish 
airtight proof tthat the sdfei 
man oaUed' Sneyd really wast

Jlmes -aol Ray. - . _ j
—Informed legal. sourcss said 

the Ameriaan file would include
FBI copees of Rays fingerprints 
and an account of his 'myster- 

■ ious movements from King's 
assassination last Apriruntil his 
.arrest .last Saturday^sThe
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RayDocuments 
Go To Britain
WASHINGTON (UPI) - The 

State Department said Tuesday 
it will send documentation to 
Great Britam shorty in support 
of its request’ for extradition of 
the accused slayer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

A State Department spokes­
man said documentation has 
•.arrived at the Justice Depart­
ment from both Tennessee and 
Mlfesoiiri . for the proceedings 
involving James Earl Ray. I

. The spokesman said the/ 
;documents would be sent to 
Mdoan.,,shortly, possibly, Jjv 
special'diplomatic pouch;

(Indccate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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THE WIDOW of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King says she 
believes “there are grounds for 
reopening” an investigate 
into the slaying of her husband 
seven years ago.

“I tonT have, the facts,” 
Coretta King said late last 
week, "but at this stage I say it 
appears ttere was a conspiracy 
in the death of my hus­
band."’

Other prominent civil rights 
leaders, many of whom were 
close to the Rev. Dr. King, are 
similarly calling for a new 
probe.

And Atty. Gen. Edward Levi 
now says that he also thinks 
there is merit in another in-

suspicious almost from the 
moment the Rev. Dr. King was 
slain that all the evidence has 
not been made avaitable to the 
American public on what hap­
pened that infamous 1968 day 
on a . motel balcony in 
Memphis, Tenn. There has 
been much skeptidsm that 
Jamis Earl Rays, who pleaded 
guilty to the kilting but now 
seeks another trial, really was 
a lone assassin even though 
that may be true.

The renewed federal interest 
is a new development. But it is 
unrerstandable because of re­
cent disclosures by the Senaee 
InteIiignnce Commtttee that

vestlgatinn. He has ordered 
Justice Department lawyess to 
re-examme the FBI investiga- 
ton.

Civil rights leaders have been

the FBI and its late director J. 
Edgar Hoover engaged in a 
replorabie harassment cam­
paign against the Rev. Dr. 
King.

Mi-. Hoover appeal’s to have

had a personal vendetta against, 
and a deeply felt hatred for, the 
Rev. Dr. King and all that he 
symboiieed for so many 
miltions of people around the 
world and in the tinned 
States FBI aides and agents 
beholden to Mr. Hoover went 
along with orders to attempt to 
discredit and defame the Rev. 
Dr. King. Apparently, the FBI 
even had plains to seek to 
repaace the civil rights leader 
with a black man of their own 
choosing once the object of Mr. 
Hoover’s hatred had been 
brought to his knees.

Knoweedge of such secret and 
possibly itiegal activities aimed 
at a pivotal figure in the 
Ammann civil rights move­
ment by an agency of govern­
ment means to us that there is 
more than sufficient reason to 
take another look at the

circlm^steness surroundmg the 
assassination and the subse­
quent FBI ievestigatien.

But we are not satisfied that 
toe Justice Department should 
be m charge, for the FBI is a 
part of the department. There 
is a chance there still are in- 
rlvrduals and coaittiess within 
the FBI and the department 
who might not wash to be em 
tirely honest about the depth 
and retiabiitty of the in- 
yestigatinn. Ths might evolve 
into a situatien of havmg new 
charges of a cover-up, for the 
FBI could in effect be in- 

vestigatigg itself.
A tetter approach to review­

ing tile case of the slaying of 
the Rev. Dr. King would tie to 
have a special crmmtttee of the 
Congress take, charge. Such a 
conimtteee could hire its own 
invesugnOos•s, subpoena rde- 
vant wttnesses and demand
answers from agendes such as 

. the FBI and department such 
as Justice.

We urge crnnressional
leaters to respond quickly by 
appointing a special ievestigate 

• panel.
The finding's and recom- 

j meedations, whatover they are, 
j of ’uch a group would be more 

reliable and more telievabte 
I than woudd conclusions 
resuttrng from in-house protes 
by the Justice department and' 
the FBI.

At the same time, we urge 
the Justice Departmnnt to 
hasten its investigatinn of 
whether criminal charges 
should be brought against FBI 
agents involved in the agency's 
long campaign agauutt the Rev. 
Dr. King. And we renew our 
recommendntinn to the Senaee 
Inteliignnce Commtttee tha: it 
srre-!rfter legistative remerlies 
which will guard anainst future 
defiance by nrve^unental 
agencies of the basic First 
Amendment fnxdlonss of every 

Americen.
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FBI cleared • 
in M. L. King 

assassination
A Justice Department task 

force found no evidence that 
the FBI was impiiaated in the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and concluded that the 
FBI investigatinn of the 
assassination was thorough and 

hones!;.
The task force today released 

a report of its findings after 
reviewing more than 200,000 
FBI document and mttrvtew- 
ing about 40 witnesses.

Former Atty. Gen. Edward 
Levi launched the probe _ to 
dear up questions about the 
.'FBI harassment of the civil 
rights leader and the in 
t•estiaaOon of his dtaih. 3

The task force said the 
evidence virtually rues out the 
possibility of a conspiracy to 
kill K^g, who was shot on a 
motel balcony in Memphis on 
April 4,1063.
. The evidence indicates that 
James Earl Ray, who was ar­
rested and pleaded guilty to Che 
crime, acted alone, the task 
force said.

“The sum of all of the 
evidence of Ray's guilt points 
to him so exclusively tot it 
most effectively makes the 
point that no one else was m- 
volved,” he report said.

“Of course, someone * could 
conceivably hive provided him 
with logistics or even paid hm 
tel commit the crime. However, 
we have found no competent 
evidence upon which to base 
such a theory.”

T’he task force,-said the ■ FBI 
concgientiously checked put 
leads suggesting a conspiracy 
but “the results were
negatiive.” „ j

. T’he task foI■ct “has Conclud-
. ed that the investigation by 

the FBI to ascertarn and cap­
ture the murderer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr1., was 
thoroughly, honestly and suc- 
ceccfulyy conducted,” the
report said. “We found no new 
evidence which cals for action 
by state or ftCtIal
authorities.”

The task force members also 
said they “found no evidence of 
any complicity” in. the 
assassination by the FBI or the 
Memph’s Police Depart­
ment. .

However, the FBI failed to ’ 
check some leads which might 

. have erased some still! 
lingering myc5eIrtcs about the 
case.! the report said. )

Ths included indicatiocs that ■ 
one or both of Ray’s brothers 
helped him escape in 1967 from 
the Missouri State PI•icin. -

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and ctatt.)

-----Metro-East
Journal

-----East St.Louis,Ill..
T’he FBI learned about that 

possibiiiyy after Ray was cap­
tured in.Englarei on June 8, 
1968, but failed to check it out 
because it was apparentiy 
considered unimportant then, 
the task force said.

T’he I•tport said it was un- 
derstodaHe that the FBI con- 
centraeed on learning the 
kiHer’s identity and catchmg 
him and bypassed some leads 
about his activiess pIiiI to the 
assassination.

As for the FBI's tfftIic to 
hartes King and eiccIteit him 
as a civil rights leader, the task 
forcej catied the campagna 
clearly imp)rolter but recom­
mended against prosecution of 
anyone invovved. _
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