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"FB1 CHICAGO

51PM  RELAY FROM WASH DC SP N : '

1024PM IMMEDIATE 4-19-68 LLD

70 ALL SAGS FXCEPT KANSAS CITY, ANCHORAGE, HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN
- !
MESSAGE RELAY PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR SP

MJRKIN. 00: MEMPHIS. -~ ' '

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA. EARL JAMES RAY, We. C. HERRON, EARL JAMES.»
JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O°*CONNER, JAMES WALTON, JAMES WALYON, JIM

- FUGtTIVE; UFAC - ROBBERY FIRST» BUFILE\SS-&!730- 00: KANSAS
CITY, KC FILﬁ 88-9449; DETERMINED TODAY BY BUREAU TO BE. IQE§TICAL
WITH ERIC STARVO GALT., AGAINST WHOM FEDERAL COMPLAINT FILED APRIL
SEVENTEEN LAST. IN CONNECTION WITH FATAL SHOOTING OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KINé; JR.

JAME% EARL RAY» INMATE, MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JRFFERSON
CITY, Md:: ESCAPED PEN APRIL TWO THREé: SIX(Y—SEVEN; INVESTIGATION
INDICATED RAY CONCEALED HIMSELF IN A BREAD BOX AND ESCAPED FROM
TRUCk MAKING DELIVERY TO AN AUX]JLIARY FARM. RAY WAS SERVING THWENTY

YEARS ON CHARGE OF ARMED ROBBERY - FIRST DEGREE AND FOR OPERATING A

VEHICLE WITHOUT OWNER'S CONSENT. ON JULY TWENTY> SIXTY-SEVEN.
/458 =157
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PAGE TWO

- " . e N 1
4

\
'FEDERAL COMPLAINT AUTHORIZED BY AUSA WILLIAM A: KITCHEN, WESTERN
DISTRICT OF MISSOURI» KANSAS CITYs MO., FILED BEFORE USC,» JEFFERSON,
CITY, MO., CHARGING RAY WITH VIOLATION TITLE EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE
ZERO SEVEN THREE, USC. WARRANT ISSUED. R
'INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY CHICAGO, SPRINGFIELD, ST-
LOUIS, AND KANSAS CITY OFFICES IN UNPRODUCTIVE EFFORT TO LOCATE THIS
FUGITIVE. KANSAS CITY IS INSTITUTING A FULL®AND COMPLETE
REINVESTIGATION IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND DATA, RELATIVES
/ND ASSOCIATES OF SUBJECT, WHO MIGHT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST IN

! 4

Qg HLs. LOCATION. | | '
€ 6 oms CONNECTION, JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ON '
VARGH SEVEN» FIFTY-FIVE, BURGLARIZED THE U. S. POST OFFICE AT

"\ KELLERVILLE, ILL., AND STOLE SIXTY-SIX BLANK U. S. POSTAL MONEY
ORDERS WHICH THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, FIFTY-FIVE, IN NUMEROUS
STATES, WITH THE RESULT THAT BOTH WERE SENTENCED IN U.S.D.Ce.

¢

KANSAS CITY» MO.». ON JULY ONE» FIFTY-FIVE, TO USP» LEAVENWORTH,
END PAGE TWO . ' !
4 . . f
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_VEND 'PAGE THREE . | A

PAGE THREE

i

i

KANSAS. SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A LONER AND RIFE g
APPARENTLY IS ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE ASSOCIATES, SUGGESTING POSSIBILITY
THEY COULD HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATES IN MURDER OF DR. KING» AND
INVESTIGAUION ALSO INSTITUTED IN KANSAS GITY AIRTEL TO SPRINGFIELD
YARCH ELEVEN LAST TO DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO.RE RIFE AND TO LOCATE \
HIM FOR INTERVIEW. THIS INVESTIGATION SHOULD ALSO BE Racovznsn AND
EXPEDITED TODAY, IT BEING NOTED RIFE AND RAY HAVE BACKGROUND HISTORY
IN THE QUINCY» ILL., AREA.
PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ARE BEING

FORWARDED AMSD TO BUREAU AND ALLdor?rcssx ‘ ‘ .

© FOLLOWING 1S DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FURNISHED BY FB1
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION UNDER FBI NO. THREE ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE
A:  WHITE MALE, DOB MARCH TEN, TWENTY-EIGHT OR TWENTY- NINE, AT
TECATUR: eu:wcy OR ALTON, ILL.5 APPROXIMATELY FIVE rssr TEN; ONF
SEVEN FOUR LBS.» IN SEPTEMBER SIXTY-SIX: RUDDY GOMPLEXION: BLUE EYFs:
BROWN HAIR; MEDIUM BUILD; OCCUPATIONS LABORER AND HAKER; SCARS AND
pﬁaxs--s§ALL SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD-AND SCAR IN PALM OF RIGHT
HAND. ADDRESSES--ST. LOUIS, MO., MARCH SIXT»Y, TWO ZERO ONE FIVF

- PARK> ST. LOUIS, M0.» OCTOBER FIFTY-NINE; QUINCY» ILL., JULY

FIFTY-FfVE; MARCH FIFTY-FIVE, AND APRIL FIFTY; HOTEL QUINCY.» QhINCY:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR

ILL.» MARCH FIFTY-FIVE; VICTOR HOTEL» QUINCY» ILL.» MARCH FIFTY-FIVE;
EIGHT FIVE THREE WEST FULLERTON, CHICAGO> ILL., MAY FIFTY-THO3 EIGHT
&RO FIVE ALBY STREET, ALTON. ILL., JULY FIFTY-ONE. FPC--SIXTEEN,

M OVER M, NINE OVER FOUR» U'OVER W, 000 OVER 101, TWELVE. REF NINE
OVER TWELVE. NCIC FPC--ONE SIX ONE THREE ONE ONE ZERO ZERO ONE TWO
ONE TWO I 1 ONE rwq'x 1 ONE SEVEN. MILITARY RECORD--JAMES EARL RAY
SV ONE SIX ONE SIX THREE ONE TWO NINE, ENLISTED U. S. ARMY FEBRUARY
FORTY-SIX, AT EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.; AND SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY UNTIL
DECEMBER TWENTY-THREE, FORTY-EIGHT, AT WHICH TIME GIVEN GENERAL
DISCHARGE AS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS AT CAMP KILMER, N+ Jo, BY REASON

OF INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARYSERVICE. RECORDS
ALSO INDICATE HE.RECEIVED TREATMENT FOR GONORRHEA AND SYPHILIS WHILE
A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY. - | { .

?OLLowING IS A DESCRIPTION OF WALTER TERRY RIFE»> FBI NO.
' ’

END PAGE FOUF& '

i
+

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




‘Al

®

PAGE FIVE ’ ' ' ‘
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FOUR FIVE FIVE EIGHT SEVEN SIX SIX» AS OBTAINED FROM FILES OF USP,
LEAVENWORTH: WHITE MALE. AGE FORTY-FOUR, DOB APRIL NINETEFN,
TWENTY-FOUR» FIVE FEET NINE AND ONE HALF, ONE SIX ONE LBS.> BROWN
MAIR, EYES BLUE GRAY. - ) a
KANSAS CITY IS SETTING bu: ALL PERTINENT LEADS TODAY BY
. TELETYPE AND TELEPHONE FOLLOWED UP BY TELETYPE CONFIRMATION.
ALL LEADS MUST BE COVERED WITHIN &wg&rY-Foua'HOURs WITH BUREAU,
KANSAS CITY, AND MEMPHIS BEING KEPT ADVISED .BY APPROPRIATE
COMMUNICATION OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.
SUGGEST BUREAU MAKE IMMEDIATE COMPARISON OF ANY LATENT
FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED DURING KING INVESTIGATION WITH THOSE
F WALTER TERRY RIFE TO DETERMINE IF;IPéﬁruCAL.
" AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ANGHORAGE, HONOLULU AND SAN JUAN. .
 LEGAT MEXICO CITY AND OTTAWA ADVISED. 1
SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVIGTED OF ROBBERY WITH DEADLY
WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN srATafﬂospzrgp, FULTON, MO+, IN
SIXTY-SIX, AND SHOULD BE co&éLDER593ARMED AND DANGEROUS .-

-p- ‘ a
END N
Ex »
FBI SPRNGFLD
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FBI ATLANTA
10:06  PM URGENT a-gé-as ARK - ’
'T0 DJRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, LOS ANGELES, NEW ORLEANS.,
MEMPHIS, AND SPRINGF IELD

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386)

MURKIN

"y . ! Yo

A SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION, CONDUCTED ATLANTA APRIL 'NINETEEN

SIXTYEIGHT: : ' | |
' 3 - B
| RE REPORTED IDENTIFICATION OF GALT AS JQHN WILLARD: .

; N
JOHN WILLARD PREVIOUSLY EMPLOYED ATLANTA APRIL OR MAY SIXTYSEVEN

IN TELEPHONE SALES. SOURCE ALSO MADE AVAILABLE A CARD HANDLED .
BY WILLARD AND BEARING RECORD OF SALES IN WILLARD'S HANDWRITING.
~ _LABORATORY REPORTS HANDWRITING COMPARISON AS REFLECTED
: ON CARD IS NOT IDENTICAL WITH THAT IN LOWMYER SIGNATURE OR OTHER
KNOWN SPECIMENS AVAILABLE. ;
| BUREAU LABORATORY REPORTED EXAMINATION OF CARD COMPLETED .
BY WILLARD, LQCATED THREE LATENT-LINGERPRINTS WHICH PRINTS HAVE
BEEN IDENTIFIED AS PRINTS OF wau;;;\hc WILLARD, FBI # FOUR FOUR’

- N *
EIGHT ZERO NINE FIVE NINE. WALTER WILLARD EMPLOYED AS JOKN

WILLARD COMPLETELY ELIMINATED BY PRINTS AND HANDWRITING.
.. RE LAUNDRY MA?K INVESTIGATION. |

e S5

SEARCHED ____,_INDEXED
ssmmzz?@ﬁmso
R1 91966

1= SPRINGEIELEY

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE THO
ALL LEADS COVERED IN THIS. AREA OF INVESTIGATION.
| SAMPLE MARKINGS» WHERE PERTINENT FORWARDED LABORATORY
" FOR EXAMINATION. _ o
RE DRIVER LICENSE:
INVESTIGATION OF THOSE PERSONS HAVING GRORGIA OPERATOR'S
LICENSE IN NAME OF GALT HAS BEEN COMPLETED WITHOUT DEVELOPING
PFRTINENT DATA. :

RE CITY VAP OF. ATLANTA WITH INKED NOTATIONS: '

'EXTENSIVE ,INVESTIGATION COMPLETFD IN AREA ENCOMPASS;NG
:HIGHLAND VIEW DRIVE AND PONCE DE LEON TERRACE VICINITY. J
_'THI,S INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED USING PHOTOCRAPH OF ;AY: AKA.
GALT, AND NO PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED-

ADDITIONAL INQUIRY BEING MADE IN THAT AREA ENCOMPASSING
'FOURTEENTH STREET DASH PEACHTREE AREA UTILIZING PHOTOGRAPHS -
, THUS FAR, NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION DEVELOPED.
RE NATIONAL NEWS RELEASE APRIL NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT:
'INFORMATION MADE AVAILABLE NATIONAL NEWS RELEASE WAS
DISTRIBUTED T0 ALL WIRE SERVICES, RADIO DASK TELEVISION
STATIONS, NEWSPAPERS» POLICE DEPARTMENTS, AND OTHER MEDIA

END PAGE TWO _ .
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PAGE THREE
AT 44-2386
1€ACHING THE GENERAL PUBLIC.
AS A RESULT OF SFCOND NATIONAL NEWS RELEASE AND
» PREVIOUS NEWS RELEASE AND ATTENDANT PUBLICITY, PRESS INQUIRIES
RECEIVED AND ANSWERED WITH NO ADDITIONAL COMMENTS.

AS A RESULT OF EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY GIVEN TO NEWg
RELEASES THE GENERAL PUBLIC HAS MADE AN EXTREMELY LARGé
NUMBER OF cémpLAINTS AND ALLEGATIONS THAT SUBJECT HAS BEEN '
SFEN AT VARIOUS POINTS. THE COMPLAINTS HAVE BEEN CHECKED OyuT
WITH NO PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED AS TO 'THE WHEREABOUTS
OF SUBJECT.

RE CONTACT WITH SOUTHFERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
<sc"1.c):s

cowracrs.éourxwut WITH SCLC OFFICE IN EFFORT T0
INTERVIEW PERTINENT STAFF MEMBERS UPON THEIR AVAILARILITY.

. TO DATF, NONE ARE AVAILABLE FOR SUCH INTERVIEWS AND DISPLAY
“ OF PHOTOGRAPHS. : '
ARMED AND DANGE#OUS-‘
END.
CEK ’
FBI SPRNGFLD
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) © . 4/19/68

SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III P,
MURKIN
RE: JAMES EARL RAY

The writer was contacted by SA CLAUDE H, GRACE
Carbondale, Illinocis RA, and he furnished the following ‘
information with regard to the CRAWFORD family of ‘

- Harrisburg, Illinois, Mrs, CRAWFORD being the sister
of WALTER TERRY RIFE 'BI #4558766 former inmate of
RAY,

‘ SA GRACE advised that the CRAWFORDsS moved from .
the Harrisburg, Illinois area from 10 to 12 years ago and
" the Post office in Harrisburg, has no forwarding

address for them, Ther former residence has been torn
down and an apartment built in its place, A neighborhood
investigation also revealed no 1nformation concerning

- ‘the- wﬁ@reabouts of the CRAWFORDS ’ _

@. SI (44..561) .
e

«s 57/ -/5F

SEARCHED ..........z INDEXED ... 5....
SERIALIZED .)X.... FILED 4@

APR 191968

FBI — SPRINGFIELD
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT .

Memorandum
TO SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 4/19/68
FROM SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, IXI P |
SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

The writer was contacted by SA CLAUDE H. GRACE
Carbondale, Illinois RA, and he furnished the following
information with regard to the CRAWFORD fanily of
Harrisburg, Illinois, Mrs, CRAWFORD being the sister
of WALTER TERRY RIFE, FBI #4558766, former inmate .ef Z A4
RAY

SA GRACE advised that the CRAWFORDs moved fromn
the Harrisburg, Illinoils area from 10 to 12 years ago and
the Post office in Harrisburg, has no forwarding
address for them, Ther former residence has been torn
down and an apartment built in its placeé, A neighborhood
investigation also revealed no information concerning
e whereabouts of -the CRAWFORDS.

2 |- SI (44-561)
:s3

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

' " - ¥ ,’ .
" GPTIONAL FORM NO\ 10 .

MAY 3982
GSA FPMR (4 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 4/19/68
SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III P,
MURKIN

Re SI tel to IP this date.
Re: JAMES EARL RAY

This is to confirm telephone conversation between
the writer and Supervisor WILLIAM T, TILLER, Indianapolis
Division, in which TILLER was requested to recheck the
records of the American Commercial Barge Lines at
Jeffersonville, Indiana, regdrding RAY's names and
aliases,

TILLER was advised that this matter was being
confirmed by teletype this date.

SXI (44-561)
js

[

L4/ s/ L0

| recsiar Y INDEXED .o
: i‘&ki“uiﬁo/iﬁ%mgzaﬁ.
KPR 19 1668

FBI — SPRINGFIELD

Al

 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-551) . 4/19/68
SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, I1I P,
MURKIN

Re SI tel to IP this date.
Re: JAMES EARL RAY

This is to confirm telephone conversation between
the writer and Supervisor WILLIAM T. TILLER, Indianapolis
Division, in which TILLER was requested to recheck the
records of the American Commercial Barge Lines at
Jeffersonville, Indiana, rega:ding RAY's names and
aliases.

TILLER was advised that this matter was being
confirmed by teletype this date,

2= 8 (44'—561)
( 2:835

)

v

e VN Y

o NDEXED ... |
SSEI;T:SEWLEW
R {91968

FBI — SPRINGFIELD

E—
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION .
GSA FPMR (41 CPFR) 101-11.6

'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
To SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE:  4/19/68
FROM SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III P,
SUBJECT:

MURKIN
Re: JAMES EARL RAY

On this date, the following individuals
at the following radio and television stations were
contacted telephonically and furnished press release
re captioned matter:

WAYNE COX
news man

WICS TV
Springfield, I1linois; A

CHARLES GRIFFITH
news director
WGEM

Quincy, Illinois,

2 )~ SI (44-561)
sjs

A

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 4/19/68
SA WILLIAY ROBERTS, III P,

MURKIN

Re: JAMES EARL RAY

On this date, the following individuals
at the following radio and television stations were
contacted telephonically and furnished press release
ro captioned mattexr:

~i WAYNE COX
news pAn
WICS TV
Springfield, Illinois;

CHARLES GRIFFITH
news director

WGEM
ﬁ Quincy, Illirols,
2 '« 81 (44-561)
{ WResIs
8

LS

-

- P

sz#acaso — v'oqsb e
SERIALIZED LD, 4
KPR 197968

31 = SPRINGFIELD

el
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FR1 .SPRNGFLD . '

FBI ST LOUIS
5316 PM 4-19-68 IMMEDIATE REM . '
| N
T0: DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS, AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 1P
MURKIN 00: MEMPHIS
RE BUTEL TODAY IDENTIFYING JAMES EARL RAY, FBI THREE

ZERO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE A AS ERIC STARVO GALT.'

¢ MJR+ JOHN DéUGH;RTY: CHIEF OF DETECTIVES, ST. LOUIS PD

" ADVISED THIS DATE THAT AN INFORMANT,> RELIABILITY UNKNOWN.,

STATED SURJECT HAD A BROTHER, J. RAY, RESIDING IN _EAST

'

ST. LOUIS» ILUN TELEPHONE UPTON ONE THREE\{?REE THREE SIX

OR UPTON FOUR THREINTHREE THREE SIX, FORMERLY RESIDED ONE

oo————

FIVE ONE TWO COLLEGE, RAST ST. LOUIS, BUT HAD MQVED.‘

SPRINGFIELD AT sasf\s{: LOUIS, INTERVIEW RAY TO DETER-
MINE IF HE IS BROTHER OF SUBJECT FOR ALL BACKGROUND RF SUBJECT |
AND KNOWLEDGE OF PRESENT WHEREABOUTS.  CONSIDER POSSIBILITY
THAT SUBJECT MAY BE WITH A BROTHER OF LOCATED. -

C?NSIbER‘ARMED AND DANGEROUS. * .
. ,") ) P. '
AL, ‘ ] \ '
FBI SPRNGFD

CORR
CORRECTION PLEASE * LAST LINE OF THIRD PARAGRAR
YWORD EIGHT SHOQULD BE "IF’™ INSTEAD OF "OF™

END

Z:XMAL

_FBI SPRNGFLD | Qa_,,e_ @W—- Y ;
X

X R - - . ©
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






Bl
=y
Aot

_FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI ST LOUIS ’ g

4144 PM IMMEDIATE 4-19-68 REM

T0: DIRECTOR, -BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY> MEMPHIS,

AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 2P

MJRKIN '

RE BUTEL TODAY IDEN&IFYING JAMES EARL RAY, FBI THREE

7RO SIX FOUR FOUR THREE .A» AS ERIC STARVO GALT.

REfNrsvasw OF‘CAROL RQAN PEPPER> SISTER OF SUBJECT.
TODAY éangLG SUBJECT'S FATHER IS JERRY RAY» AGE FIVE NINF.
YHO IS RESIDING ON A FARM NEAR HANNIBAL, MO., EXACT LOCATION
. INKNOWN> BUT WHO HAS TELEPHONE AT RESIDENCE.

‘AQDITIONAL RELATIVES IDENTIFIED AS SISTER MELRA RAY,

i AY
AGE: THIRTY» WHO 1S SOMEWHAT RETARDED AND WAS REPORTEDLY IN

- JAlbe QUINCY, ILL.> SHORTLY BEFORE CHRISTMAS, SIXTYSEVEN. :
. SUSIE (PRQNETIC) RAY, ANOTHER SISTER» AGE ABOUT TWENTY,
. WAS RAISED BY AN UNTDENTIFIED rnmrtx\isniurncv, ILL., AND

FECENTLY MARRIED A BAND LEADER. JOHN RAY, AKA JACK RAY, A

<

END PAGE ONE

| . Dy 14 @
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PAGE TWO SL“Aq =775

[l

'Rséo EDLY NOW IN THE VICINITY OF CHICAGO, WHOSE
EXACT LOCATION SHOULD BE KNOWN BY JERRY RAY- :
ST. LOUIS WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW SUBJECT'S FATHER
JERRY RAY AT HANNIBAL, MO. |
SPRINGFIELD AT QUINCY» ILL., WILL- IDENTIFY AND THEREAFTER
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW MELBA RAY. DURING INTERVIEW OF MELBA RAY
ASCERTAIN LOCATION pF'suéxﬁ RAY ANB'TAKE-NEQFSSARY ACTION TO
FFFECT HER INTERVIEW. | ,
CHICAGO, AT NORTH BROOK» ILL.» WILL REINTERVIEW JERRY
RAY FOR ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFO RE SUBJECT AND ASCERTAIN
CURRENT LOCATION OF JACK RAY AND FAKE NECESSARY ACTION TO
INSURE JACK RAY 1S INTERVIEWED. '
ALL OFFICES IN MAKING ABOVE INQUIRIES BE ALERT TO
POSSIBILITY OF SUBJECT'S PRESENCE WITH ANY OF THESE RELATIVES.
 RECEIVING OFFICFS REFER TO UFAP - ROBBERY CASE, KANSAS
CITY ORIGIN, CAPTIONED JAMES EARL RAY» AKA - FUGITIVE.
 SUBJECT ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.
CORRECTION PLS  PAGE ONE, LINE NINE » WORD SX  SIX» SHOULD BE
_ “CHRISTMAS" | =
END PA : .
END ) .
‘DMJ' ' !

/
FB1 SPRNGFLD '

TUX

I

Ik
14
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fBY SPRNGFLD ,

FB1 WASH DC ‘ , . o
SXXX- 413PM URGENT 441?;68‘ SAA ‘
0 ALL" SACS | y

'\ FROM x;xm-:cmR 4P - . — .

+

MURKIN - ‘

%

’\
THE FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE HAS JUST BEEN ISSUED AT

WASHINGTON THIS AFTERNOON AND YQU ARE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE IT
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE TO THE LEADING NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO.

AND TV STATIONS 'IN YOUR DIVISION; EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE

TO %NSURE REPEATED AND WIPES?READ DISTRISUfJON QF THIS \
INFORMATION. COPIES OF THE 1968 PHOTOGRAPH gF SUBJEC%

ALREADY IN YOUR POSSESSION AND WANTED FLYERS SHOULD ALSO BE

—

MADE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA CONTACTS. NO ELABORATION

\

——

WHATSOEVER MAY BE MADE REGARDING THIS RELEASE. ADDITIONAL

INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING INVESTIGATIVE LEADS WILL FOLLOW

SHORTLY. | . ' ;
Note: Wanted Flyer #442 mailed to
all newspapérs in Springfield
' territory, numbering over 400,
: ' . at 5315 BM CST on April 19, .

. : . 1968. : .
psP Pudio Advssd ) -SC/AY
o f #bove ;Z/*/ﬁé)'/ ‘ '

/
TSP 67793

A
57.4‘{ g

/ v
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PAGE TWO
FOR 1MMEDIATE RELEASE

I , APRIL 19, 1968

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE

FBI HAS IDENTIFIED JAMES EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI

STATE PENITENTIARY, AS ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL
COMPLAINT WAS: FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNFCTION WITH THE FATAL
SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUfHER KING, ' JR.

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT.A SYSTEMATIC AND
EXHAUSTIUE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE DR. KING j
CASE AGAINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER.. 53,000 PERSONS FROM HHOM
'WANTED NOTICES™ HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE FILES OF THE FBI"S IDFNT'

N
IFICATION DIVISION LED TO THE DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND RAY

. ARE IDENTICAL.

Y

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT RAY, WHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGF; WAS
REPORTED MISSING FROM THE M!SSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT JEFFFRSON
CITY: MISSOURI» SINCE APRIL 23, 1967. HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED AT THAT
INSTITUTION ON NARCH 17, 1960, TO\SERVE A 20 YEAR SENTFNCF

¥

?

FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN ST LOUIS FOR‘ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR,

OPERATING' A MOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE OWNER..

3 4 fh

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. ' ,

PAGE THREE

{ .
IN SEPTEMBER» 1966, WHILE SERVING THIS SENTENCE, HE WAS

CONFINED FOR A TJME{IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD AT THE STATE QOSPITAL
AT FULTON» MISSOURI. . .
ACCORDING TO MR. HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST RéCORD
DATING BACK TO 1949. PRiORJTO THE 1960 FONVICTION FOR WHICH HE
RECEIVED THE 20-YEAR TERM.» RA? HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, IN 1949; ARMED ROBBEéY IN CHICAGO.,
ILLINOIS, IN 19523 AND FORGING UNITED STATES POSTAL MONEY ORDERS

s

IN MISSOURI IN 1955. o - K

. HE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS.ANGELES COUNTY JAIL IN
19495 IN STATE PRISONS AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, IN 1952-54;

T AND IN THE FEDERAL PgN!TFNTIARY AT LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, IN 1955-58.

RAY WAS AN ENLISTED MAN IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY FROM
FEBRUARY, 1946, TO nscgvasn. 1948, AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A
GENERAL DISCHARGE DUE T0 INEPTNESS AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR
VILITAR;\$%§VICE. WHILE IN THE ARMY, HE RECEIVED A THREE-NONTH
SENTENCE AT HARD LABOR FOR BEING DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST. »

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT Dunlwé HIS CRIMINAL CAREER» RAY
HAS ALSO pSED.%HE NAMES OF JAMES MCBRIDéi JAMEé WALTON> W. C.

HERRON AND JAMES Q°CONNER. HE IS A WHITE MALE: .CLAIMS 70 HAVE

Y

1

$
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PAGE FOUR , . ‘
SEEN BORN MARCH 10, 1988, IN ILLINOIS; IS APPROXIMATELY S FEET
10 INCHES/TALL"AND‘WEIGQS ABOUT 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS BLUE
EYES AND.BROMN HAIR. THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF

HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR ON THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT HAND. '

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ‘ATTENDED SCHOOL THROUGH THE
I0TH GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE Rapurﬁrxo§ oF
EEING A “DRIFTER" SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL. WIS VOCATIONAL’EXPER-
IENCE INCLUDES woaéiws AS A BAKER, Lasoééa AND COLOR MATCHER.

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI STATE
¥£N175NT1ARY,'AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY,
MISSOURI, ON JULY 20 1967, CHARGING RAY WITH UNLAWFULLY FLEEING
FROM THE sra}s OF MISSOURI TO AVOID CONFINEMENT. HE HAS BEEN A
FEDERAL FUGITIVE SINCE THEN. o | '

. Ray SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.
ANYONE HAVING. INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD :MMéDIATELY
_CONTACT FBI HEADGQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON. D. Co» OR THE ﬁshassr
FBI OFFICE. o , -
D |
oMJ
FB1 SPRNGFLD ' '

X \ . k
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FBI SPRNGFLD -

FB1 NEW ORLS »

'S12PM URGENT 4/19/68 OLP

0 - SPRINGFIELD
FROM  NEW ORLEANS (157=10673)
. MURKIN ” -

'

RE: JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNECLOOK ALIKE).

‘ fNFORMATION RECEIVED FROM JACKSON DIVISION THIS DATE ‘
THAT PASCAGOULA; MlSSo PD STOPPFD AN INDIVIDUAL DRIVING A

WHITE CORVAIR BFARING SIXTYEIGHT ILLINOIS LRCENSF NG _THREE ONE

\
ZERO NINE. DPRIVER IDENTIFIED SELF AS JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE.

.- FBISPRNGFLD - ——~ T T 0 Co

PONTAGNE ACCOMPANIFD BY ANOTHER WHITF MALE WHGEE\SDENTITY NOT
DETERMINED . ONTAGNE !NDICATED HE WAS A MUSICIAN AND OTHER
PERSON INDICATED HE WAS A SEAMAN AND THFY WERE BOTH HEADING FOR
NEW ORLEANS. _

,  OFFIGER WHO STOPPED THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS SAID THAT
MINTAGNE RESEMBLE PHOTO OF GALT AND THAT
AFTERTHEARING A. DFSCRIPTION OF JAMES EQRL RAY HAVING A SCAR IN

THE MIDDLE OF HIS FOREHEAD HE BELIEVED THAT MONTAGNE MIGHT RE RAY

A5 HE RECALLED MONTAGNE HAVING SUCH A SCAR. NO FURTHER-

!DESCR!PTIéN AVAILABLE ON MONTAGNE OR -OTHER PERSON. l

N\
SPRINGFIELD DETERMINE THRDUGﬂbg&V TO "WHOM

] .
ABOVE LICENSE REGISTERED TO AND ANY RECORD IN'6Q§%OF MONTAGNE «

AND ANY NECESSARY‘%Q;ORMA{ION TO ELIMINATE MONTAGNE AS -

JAMES EARL RAY. '
ARMED AND DANGEROUS..

CORR LINE TWO WORD -THREE SHP BE CLATON - - v
LINE SIX WOED EIGHT SHD BE CLATON END

END

oMy ﬂ‘

TUCLRX
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OPTIONAL, FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (4t CPR) 101118

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum |
TO ! SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE:  4/19/68
FROM : SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III -p-

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

RE JAMES EARL RAY:
This is to confirm a telephone call between the

writer and SA S, J. PETERSON, St. Louis Division, in
which he furnished the following data:

Agents of the St. Louis Qffice this date inter-

viewed Mrs, ALBERT (CAROL) PEPPER; 2025 Belleviewl Maplewood,
Missourji.. _ She denied any recen nowledge ‘re ro

’

A check of PEPPER'S telephone toll calls revealed

the following number i ast St. Louis, Illinois; 3 ;
listed to DAVID ORTj¥residing at 1709 arvest Avenue,
East St. uis, Illinois.

“—

This information was immediately furnished to
the Belleville RA for handling. SA PETERSON advised
that St. Louis would confirm the above information by
teletype this date.

Y72 54/ - U
sm Eb Fery’
SERIALIZED. -
A Rép?m‘@ %,
izl

(ak s ingfiéld (44-561) |/
> k A oy
%&W / |
CR{:« ou44£k4112> Y- L//////
i g alrge Bl tly 4
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings P,
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FB1 SPRNGFLD

FBI ST LOUIS
6445M URGENT 4-19-68 JLS N
‘TO DIRECTOR» SPRINGFIELD, MENMPHIS BIRMINGHAM
FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)
MURKIN CR OO*ME )
RE SL TELCON TO SI INSTA&T DATE (
CONFIDENTIAL CHECK OF TELEPHONE TOLL CALLS OF ALBERT PEPPER»
SIX FOUR FIVE DASH TWO NINE FOUR EIGHT, TWENTY TWENTY-FIVE BELLEVIEW, .
ST. LOUIS, INDICATE CALL MADE ON FEBRUARY THIRTEENTH LAST TO EAST ST.

_ LOUIS, ILL. THREE THREE TWO DASH ONE ONE SSVEN ISSUED TO DAVID Co ORT;

B NP

SEVENTEEN ZERO NINE HARVEST AVE.

+

. S1 IDENTIFY ORT, DETERMINE CONNECTION VITH PEPPER AND OBTAIN INFO
OF VALUE.  MRS. ALBERT PEPPER, CAROL, IS THE SISTER OF JAMES EARL RAY.
END o

CEK ' '

FBI SPRNGFLD
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