
EBI SPRNGFLD

FBI ST LOUIS

644PM URGENT 4-19-68 JIS

TO DIRECTOR# SPRINGFIELD# MEMPHIS BIRMINGHAM

FROM ST. LOUIS C44-775)

MURKIN CR OO*ME . .

RE SL TELCON TO SI INSTANT DATE

CONFIDENTIAL CHECK OF TELEPHONE TOLL CALLS OF ALBERT PEPPER# 

SIX FOUR FIVE DASH TWO NINE FOUR EIGHT# TWENTY TWENTY-FIVE BELLEVIEW# 

ST. LOUIS# INDICATE CALL MADE ON FEBRUARY THIRTEENTH LAST TO EAST ST. 

LOUIS# ILL. THREE THREE TWO DASH ONE ONE SSVEN ISSUED TO DAVID C. ORT# 

SEVENTEEN ZERO NINE HARVEST AVE. <

SI IDENTIFY ORT# DETERMINE CONNECTION WITH PEPPER AND OBTAIN INFO 

OF VALUED MRS. ALBERT PEPPER# CAROL# IS THE SISTER OF JAMES EARL RAY 

END , v

CEK 

FBI SPRNGFLD /
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 4/19/68

SA ROBERT C. RAINES I*.

MURKIN

On April 19, 1968, Sergeant HAROLD OCX, Alton
Illinois police Department, wade available Alton Police 
Department Tile 7514 on JAMES EARL RAY.

This Tile disclosed RAY was arrested by the
Alton RD as early as 1949 and as recently as 1959 Tor 
charges ranging from traffic violations through vagrancy, 
burglary and arsed robbery. A photograph of RAY taken 
in 1955 was nade available and will be subsitted to the 
case Tile.

Conference with officers at the Alton PD
disclosed that the last known residence for RAY*s parents 
JAMES and LUCIE RAY was 1439 Locust Street, Quincy, 
Illinois. Contact with relatives on RAY's mother’s side 
of the faaily with family mane, MAHER, disclosed that 
LUCILLE MAHER RAY divorced RAY’S father and ! is currently 
residing in East St. Louis, Illinois area but her exact 
whereabouts are unknown. Likewise, her new married 
name is unknown to relatives in Alton.

Mrs. MARGARET KESHNER, Circuit Clerk, Alton,
Illinois, aade available a photo copy of a Certificate 
of Birth #123 which disclosed JAMES EARL RAY was born 
March 10, 1928, to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER.

All Alton Police Departnent Units have been
furnished a photograph of RAY and have been alerted to 
be on the lockout for him.

RAY is not known to have been in the Alton, Illinois 
area since 1959 when he perpetrated an armed robbery at

Z2 - SI (44-561) 
RCHisjs
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SI 44-561

WagenerTs Foodliner, an independent grocery store 
located on the corner of 9th and Alby Streets in Alton, 
Illinois.

Previous Investigation concerning RAY was conducted 
in January, 1968, under the UFAC classification and 
efforts at that tine to locate WILLIAM MAHER at 1118 East 
7th Street, disclosed that MAHER no longer resides in 
Alt<»1, Illinois, and all public source records failed 
to disclose any information concerning his current 
whereabouts.

The Kansas City Division indicated that RAY 
was employed by the International Shoe Company at 
Hartford* Illinois, prior to his incarceration at 
the Missouri State Penitentiary. It is to be noted that 
the tannery operated by the International Shoe Company 
at Hartford is no longer in business having shut down 
operations approximately 2 years ago.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY MENTION 
OSA FPMR (« OPR) MI-114

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

‘Memorandum
SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

FROM :
SA ROBERT C.‘ HAINES P.

DATE: 4/19/68

subject: MURKIN

On April 19, 1968, Sergeant HAROID COX, Alton 
Illinois Police Department, made available Alton Police 
Department file 7514 on JAMES EARL RAYi‘

This file disclosed RAY was arrested by the 
Alton PD as early as 1949 and as recently as 1959 for 
charges ranging from traffic violations through vagrancy, 
burglary and armed robbery. A photograph of RAY taken 
in 1955 was made available and will be submitted to the 
case file.

Conference with officers at the Alton PD 
disclosed that the last known residence for RAY’s parents 
JAMES and\LUCIE RAY was 1439 Locust Street, Quincy, 
Illinois. 'Contact with relatives on RAY’s mother’s side 
of the family with family name, MAHER, disclosed that

, LUCIL^MAHERaRAY.divorced RAY’s father and 3is currently 
'residing in East St• Louis, Illinois area but her exact 
whereabouts are unknown. Likewise, her new married 
name is unknown to relatives in Alton.

Mrs. MARGARET KESHNER, Circuit Clerk, Alton, 
Illinois, made available a photo copy of a Certificate 
of Birth #123 which disclosed JAMES EARL RAY was born 
March 10, 1928, to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER.

All Alton Police Department Units have been 
furnished a photograph of RAY and have been alerted to 
be on the lookout for him.

SI (44- 
sjs
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RAY is not known to have been in the Alton, Illinois

9010-MC

a since 1959 when h

Buy US. Savings Bends Regularly on the Payroll Savings Pl

gtrated an armed robbery at
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SI 44-561

Wagener’s Foodliner, an Independent grocery store 
located on the corner of 9th and Alby Streets in Alton, 
Illinois.

Previous investigation concerning RAY was conducted 
In January, 1968, under the DFAC classification and 
efforts at that time to locate WILLIAM MAHER at 1118 East 
7th Street, disclosed that MAHER no longer resides in 
Alton, Illinois, and all public source records failed 
to disclose any information concerning his current 
whereabouts.

The Kansas City. Division indicated that RAY 
was employed by the International Shoe Company at 
Hartford, Illinois, prior to his incarceration at 
the Missouri State Penitentiary:. It is to be noted that 
the "tannery operated by the International Shoe Company 
at Hartford is no longer in business haying shut down 
operations approximately 2 years ago.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT

THE FBI HAS IDENTIFIED JAMES EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AS ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST 

WHOM A FEDERAL COMPLAINT WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE FATAL SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND DOCTOR 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER SAID THAT A SYSTEMATIC AND

EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH OF LATENT FINGERPRINTS UNCOVERED IN THE 

DOCTOR KING CASE AGAINST THE FINGERPRINTS OF THE OVER

53000 PERSONS TOR WHOM "WANTED NOTICES” HAVE BEEN POSTED IN THE 

FILES OF THE FBI’S IDENTIFICATION DIVISION LED TO THE 

DETERMINATION THAT GALT AND RAY ARE IDENTICAL.

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT RAY, WHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGE, WAS

REPORTED MISSING FROM THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT 

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, SINCE APRIL 23, 1967. HE HAD BEEN 

RECEIVED AT THE INSTITUTION ON MARCH 17, 1960, TO SERVE

A 20-YEAR SENTENCE, FOLLOWING CONVICTION IN ST. LOUIS

FOR ARMED ROBBERY AND FOR OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE WITHOUT 

PERTH SSI ON OF THE OWNER.

IN SEPTEMBER, 1966, WHILE SERVING THIS SENTENCE, HE WAS

CONFINED FOR A TIME IN THE MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD AT THE STATE 

HOSPITAL AT FULTON, MISSOURI.

ACCORDING TO MR.HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNOWN ARREST

RECORD DATING BACK TO 1949. PRIOR TO THE 1960 CONVICTION
i5~4/-/6?

FOR WHICH HE RECEIVED THE 20-YEAR TERM, RAY HOTESdoT
SERIALIZED'

FBI—SPRINGFIELD
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CONVICTED OF BURGLARY IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA IN 1949; 

ARMED ROBBERY IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS IN 1952; AND FORGING 

U.S. POSTAL MONEY ORDERS IN MISSOURI, IN 1955.

HE HAS SERVED TERMS IN THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JAIL 

IN 1949; IN STATE PRISON AT JOLIET AND PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, 

IN 1952 and 1954 AND IN THE FEDERAL PENITENTIARY AT 

LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS IN 1955-58. RAY WAS AN ENLISTED 

MAN IN THE U.S. ARMY FROM FEBRUARY, 1948 TO DECEMBER, 1948 

AT WHICH TIME HE WAS GIVEN A GENERAL DISCHARGE DUE TO INEPTNESS 

AND LACK OF ADAPTABILITY FOR MILITARY SERVICE.’ WHILE IN 

THE ARMY, HE RECEIVED A 3 MONTH SENTENCE AT HARD LABOR 

FOR BEING DRUNK AND BREAKING ARREST.

MR. HOOVER SAID THAT DURING HIS CRIMINAL CAREER, 

RAY HAS ALSO USED THE NAMES OF JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, 

W.i C.' HERRON, AND JAMES O'CONNER. HE IS A WHITE MALE;

CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN BORN MARCH 10, 1928, IN ILLINOIS.

HE IS APPROXIMATELY 5* 10” AND WEIGHS 163 TO 174 POUNDS. HE HAS 

BLUE EYES AND BROWN HAIR.< THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE 

CENTER OF HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR ON THE PALM OF HIS 

RIGHT HAND.

RAY HAS CLAIMED THAT HE ATTENDED SCHOOL THROUGH THE 

10TH GRADE IN ALTON, ILLINOIS. HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATION 

OF BEING A "DRIFTER” SINCE LEAVING SCHOOL.' HIS VOCATIONAL

- 2 -
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EXPERIENCE INCLUDES WORKING AS A BAKER, LABORER AND COLOR 

MATCHER.

IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ESCAPE FROM THE MISSOURI

STATE PENITENTIARY, AN FBI COMPLAINT WAS FILED IN JEFFERSON 

CITY, MISSOURI, ON JULY 20, 1967, CHARGING RAY WITH 

UNLAWFULLY FLEEING FROM THE STATE OF MISSOURI TO AVOID 

CONFINEMENT.' HE HAS BEEN A FEDERAL FUGITIVE SINCE THEN.

RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD IMMEDIATELY 

CONTACT FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, D.C.* OR THE NEAREST 

FBI OFFICE/

- 3 -
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 --^
MAY IM EDITION 
OSA FPMR (41 OK) Wl>1U

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-561)

FROM^Wj SULLIVAN

subject: KwRKIN

date: 4/19/68

While ASAC was out of office, Supv. HAROLD LEINBAUGH, 
Crime Records Division, telephonically contacted Springfield and 
dictated nationwide press release to be made available all local 
news media at 2:30 PM, EST, 1:30 PM, CST. This call was 
handled by Supv. HARTNETT, who immediately contacted ASAC 
and additional necessary agent personnel and mustered all 
at office.

Promptly at 1:30 PM, all major news media were contacted 
at Quincy, Alton,"East St. Louis, Springfield, as well as 
Radio Station WRAJ, Anna, Illinois. It was found almost 
without exception that news media in Springfield Division were 
receiving the nationwide press release simultaneously by 
press wire service.

Shortly afterward, Mr. WHALEN, Associated Press, contacted 
ASAC and desired to know if our investigative file contained 
any additional local pertinent information concerning JAMES EARL 
RAY. ASAC advised Mr. WHALEN that our file contained nothing 
considered hews worthy; however, in the event any matter was 
discovered which he might find interesting, he would be 
recontacted.

Immediately thereafter, Mr. KAUFMAN, State Probation Office, 
301 Armory Building, contacted ASAC and advised he was receiving 
newspaper inquiries for information from probation records 
concerning RAY. He desired to know whether to make this 
information available to news media and was advised as follows: 
The FBI does not wish in any way to interfere with the operation 
of the State Probation Office but appreciates his interest 
in contacting this office first. We would like all possible 
lead information from his files which would assist us in locating 
and apprehending RAY, an armed and dangerous, cunning criminal, 
prior to any newspaper reporters floundering around and getting 
in the way at his various former Illinois addresses.

1$ was felt that if pressured by the news media, Mr. KAUFMAN 
might' make general-type information available but we would prefer 
to have the specific lead information limited to our use imtdl
it has at least been checked out.

2 - 44-561 
DTS:vr 
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the .Payrol

s^ad .^JNoe^ 
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SI 44-561

The RAY Ilie, as well as lead information from the 
MURKIN file, regarding ERIC STORVO GALT, was carefully 
reviewed through assistance of SAs SCHOENHOFER, and ROBERTS. 
SA SCHOENHOFER has been dispatched to assist SA ELYON H. 
DAVIS in locating and interviewing WALTER TERRY RIFE, a prison 
fellow of RAY.

SA JOSEPH L. MC KINSTRAY was contacted and asked to have 
SA JEROLD W. ^DONALDSON recontact barge lines in the East St. Louis 
are under the current names and aliases of JAMES EARL RAY, 
since this was considered a valuable lead in connection with 
the MURKIN investigation to locate GALT. Lead has also been 
dispatched to Indianapolis Division for the same type information. 
SA MC KINSTRAY was requested to check any bakeries in the I
Belleville RA territory inasmuch as RAY had pursued the 
occupation of a baker.

IC JOSEPH D. HAMMITT checked drivers license, auto 
registration data, etc., under names and aliases of RAY and 
pertinent information pertaining to a license issued to JAMES 
EARL RAY at Winthrop Harbor, Illinois, was telephonically 
relayed to ASAC KYLE CLARK, Chicago. At this time, ASAC CLARK 
advised the Chicago Office has contacted RAY’s brother, JERRY 
RAY, and he will be interviewed today at the Chicago Office. 
He stated, however, the Winthrop Harbor lead would be immediately 
checked out.

SA CLAUDE H. GRACH was telephonically contacted and instructed 
to locate and interview Mrs. MONAN LEE CRAWFORD, 813 North Main 
St., Harrisburg, Illinois, sister of WALTER TERRY RIFE, and 
also DARLENE CRAWFORD, RIFE’s niece.

SA ROBERT C. HAINES at the Alton, Illinois RA, was -telephonically! 
contacted and instructed to re-check the leads concerning JAMES 1 
EARL RAY, fully exploring any lead information contained in arrest 
records of Alton Police Department, and the Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville, Illinois, and attempt to locate good photographs 
of RAY through these agencies. SA HAINES was instructed to 
attempt to identify and locate and interview any former associates 
of RAY in the Alton, Illinois area.

SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA ROBERT C. HAINES were instructed 
to immediately notify office in the event additional manpower 
was needed.

-2-
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SI 44-561

SA BOB HARMON, Kansas City Office,, telephonically contacted 
Springfield Office and confirmed that JAMES EARL RAY, subject 
of our file 38-5361, is identical with individual being sought 
as ERIC STARVO GALT.

SA RASCOE has obtained copies of the State and Federal parole 
' and probation records concerning JAMES EARL EAY and he and 
SA BOBBY J. GROOMS have been assigned to fully exhaust the 
lead potential in those files and immediately identify agents 
responsible for covering logical leads contained in those 
files.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (44-561) 4/19/68

ASAC SULLIVAN

- )
MURKIN

While ASAC was out of office, Supv. HAROLD LEINBAUGH, 
Crime Records Division, telephonleally contacted Springfield and 
dictated nationwide press release to be made available all local 
news media at 2:30 M, EST, 1:30 PM, CST. This call was 
handled by Supv. HARTNETT, who immediately contacted ASAC 
and additional necessary agent personnel and mustered all 
at office.

Promptly at 1:30 PM, all major news media were contacted 
at Quincy, Alton, East St. Louis, Springfield, as well as 
Radio Station IRAJ, Anna, Illinois. It was found almost 
without exception that news media In Springfield Division were 
receiving the nationwide press release simultaneously by 
press wire service.

Shortly afterward, Mr. WHALEN, Associated Press, contacted 
ASAC and desired to know if our investigative file contained 
any additional local pertinent information concerning JAMIS EARL 
RAY. ASAC advised Mr. WHALEN that our file contained nothing 
considered news worthy; however, in the event any matter was 
discovered which he might find interesting, he would be 
recontacted.

Immediately thereafter, Mr. KAUFMAN, State Probation Office, 
301 Armory Building, contacted ASAC and advised he was receiving 
newspaper inquiries for information from probation records 
concerning RAY. He desired to know whether to make this 
information available to news media and was advised as follows: 
The FBI does not wish in any way to interfere with the operation 
of the State Probation Office but appreciates his interest 
In contacting this office first. We would like all possible 
lead information from his files which would assist us in locating 
and apprehending RAY, an armed and dangerous, cunning criminal, 
prior to any newspaper reporters floundering around and getting 
in the way at his various former Illinois addresses.

It was felt that if pressured by the news media, Mr. KAUFMAN 
might make general-type information available but we would prefer 
to have the specific lead information limited toour-use-until 
it has at least been checked out

2 - 44-561 
DTSjvr 
(2)
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SI 44-561

The RAY file, as well as lead information from the 
MURKIN file, regarding ERIC STORVO GALT, was carefully 
reviewed through assistance of SAs SCHOENHOFER, and ROBERTS. 
SA SCHOENHOFER has been dispatched to assist SA ELYON H. 
DAVIS in locating and interviewing WALTER TERRY RIFE, a prison 
fellow of RAY.

SA JOSEPH L. MC KINSTRAY was contacted and asked to have 
SA JEROLD W. DONALDSON recontact barge lines in the .East St. Louis 
are under the current names and aliases of JAMES EARL RAY, 
since this was considered a valuable lead in connection with 
the MURKIN investigation to locate GALT. Lead has also been 
dispatched to Indianapolis Division for the same type information. 
SA MC KINSTRAY was requested to check any bakeries in the 
Belleville RA territory inasmuch as RAY had pursued the 
occupation of a baker.

IC JOSEPH D. HAMMITT checked drivers license, auto 
registration data, etc., under names and alises of RAY and 
pertinent information pertaining to a license issued to JAMES 
EARL RAY at Winthrop Harbor, Illinois, was telephonically 
relayed to ASAC KYLE CLARK, Chicago. At this time, ASAC CLARK 
advised the Chicago Office has contacted RAY’s brother, JERRY 
RAY, and he will be interviewed today at the Chicago Office. 
He stated, however, the Winthrop Harbor lead would be immediately 
checked out.

SA CLAUDE H. GRACE f&s telephonically contacted and instructed 
to locate and interview Mrs. MONAN LEE CRAWFORD, 313 North Main 
St., Harrisburg, Illinois, sister of WALTER TERRY RIFE, and 
also DARLENE CRAWFORD, RIFE*s niece.

SA ROBERT C. HAINES St the Alton, Illinois DA, was telephonicall: 
contacted and instructed to re-check the leads concerning JAMES 
EARL RAY, fully exploring any lead information contained in arrest 
records of Alton Police Department, and the Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville, Illinois, and attempt to locate good photographs 
of RAY through these agencies. SA HAINES was instructed to 
attempt to identify and locate and interview any former associates 
of RAY in the Alton, Illinois area.

SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA ROBERT C. HAINES were instructed 
to immediately notify office in the event additional manpower 
was heeded.

—2—
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SI 44-561

SA BOB HARMON; Kansas City Office, telephonically contacted 
Springfield Office and confirmed that JAMES EARL RAY, subject 
of our file 88-5361, is identical with individual being sought 
as ERIC STARVO GALT.

SA RASCOE has obtained copies of the State and Tederal parole 
and probation records concerning JAMES EARL RAY and he and 
SA BOBBY J. GROOMS have been assigned to fully exhaust the 
lead potential in those files and immediately Identify agents 
responsible for covering logical leads contained in those 
files.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FOi3? (Rev. S.22-S4)

F B I

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE8UTEL ALL SACS FOUR NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.

FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY INVESTIGATION SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

FOLLOWING RECEIPT NATIONAL PRESS RELEASE:

CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH LOCATED SHOWING JAMES EARL RAY BORN

MARCH TEN ONINETEEN TWENTYEIGHT AT ALTON, ILLINOIS TO JAMES 

RAY AND LUCIE MAHER.BU BUREAU.PRESS RELEASE MADE AVAILABLE 

ALL RADIO, TELEVISOION, NEWSPAPERS AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS AND 

LEADS RESULTING THEREFROM GIVEN IMMEDIATE COVERAGE.

STATE AND FEDERAL PAROLE AND PROBATION RECORDS REVIEWED 

FOR JAMES EARL RAY, PHOTOS OBTAINED.

BARGE LINES PREVIOUSLY CHECKED REGARDING GALT RECHECKED 

WITH NAME AND ALIASES OF RAY, NEGATIVE RESULTS.

DRIVERS LICENSE AND MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION, SELECTIVE

SERVICE RECORDS, STATE OF ILLINOIS, CHECKED AND LEADS FURNISHED

CHICAGO DIVISION.

END PAGE ONE

Approved: Sent

Aj A
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FO-^JHev. }.«.«<) (

FBI I '
Date: I

Transmit the following in-------------- --  i

Via —— ’ (Priority) • ।

PAGE TWO

SI 44-561 , .

INVESTIGATION HARRISBURG, ILLINOIS TO LOCATE MRS. MOHAN 

LEE CARAWFORD, SISTER OF WALTER TERRY RIFE, NEGATIVE.

WALTER TERRY RIFE LOCATED QUINCY, ILLINOIS, COOPERATIVE
। CLAIMS HAS NOT SEEN JAMES EARL RAY SINCE INCARCERATED LEAVEN­

WORTH, KANSAS, APPROXIMATELY NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN* NO INFOR-

I NATION REGARDING CURRENT WHEREABOUTS. RIFE CLAIMS IN QUINCY

ILLINOIS THROUGHOUT PERTINENT PEROID, VERIFIED THROUGH THREE 

OTHER INTERVIEWS.

RAYS’S SISTER, MELBA MARIE RYAN, LOCATED .QUINCY, ILLINOIS 

INTOXICATED, MENTALLY -RETARDED, HYSTERICAL, ’ ATTEMPTS TO INTER­

VIEW NOT PRODUCTIVE. ADDITIONAL ATTEMPTS TO BE MADE FOUR

TWENTY INSTANT. RESULTS WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU AND INTERESTED

OFFICES* , . ’ '

INVESTIAGATION CONTINUING. " '

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ' ‘

end ’ ' ’ ‘

s Apprnvo^- * Sent _..... -. .M Per .......... ■ ...
' Special Agent in Charge

- 2Q25 RELEASE UNDER Eo. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

1215 AM 4/20/68 URGENT CEK

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

REBUTEL ALL SACS FOUR NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.

FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY INVESTIGATION SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

_ FOLLOWING RECEIPT NATIONAL PRESS RELEASE:
^^Certificate of birth located showing james earl ray born 

MARCH TEN NINETEEN TWENTYEIGHT AT ALTON, ILLINOIS TO JAMES 

RAY AND LUCIE MAHErTJBUREAU PRESES RELEASE । MADE AVAILABLE 

ALL RADIO, TELEVISION, NEWSPAPERS AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS AND

LEADS RESULTING THEREFROM GIVEN IMMEDIATE COVERAGE.-

STATE AND FEDERAL PAROLE AND PROBATION RECORDS REVIEWED

FOR JAMES EARL RAY, PHOTOS OBTAINED.

BARGE LINES PREVIOUSLY CHECKED REGARDING GALT RECHECKED

WITH NAME AND ALIASES OF RAY, NEGATIVE RESULTS.

DRIVERS LICENSE AND MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION, SELECTIVE

’ SERVICE RECORDS, STATE OF ILLINOIS, CHECKED AND LEADS FURNISHED 

CHICAGO DIVISION.

END PAGE ONE

SF ’ "'

SE
s INDEXED^ -

FILED ^^
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PAGE TWO

SI 44-561

INVESTIGATION HARRISBURG# ILLINOIS TO LOCATE MRS. MONAN 

LEE CRAWFORD# SISTER OF WALTER TERRY RIFE# NEGATIVE. 
' . *

WALTER TERRY RIFE LOCATED QUINCY# ILLINOIS# COOPERATIVE

CLAIMS HAS NOT SEEN JAMES EARL RAY SINCE INCARCERATED LEAVEN­

WORTH# KANSAS# APPROXIMATELY NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN. NO INFOR­

MATION REGARDING CURRENT WHEREABOUTS. RIFE CLAIMS IN QUINCY 

ILLINOIS THROUGHOUT PERTINENT PEROID# VERIFIED THROUGH THREE 

OTHER INTERVIEWS. /

RAY’S SISTER# MELBA MARIE RYAN# LOCATED QUINCY# ILLINOIS 

INTOXICATED# MENTALLY RETARDED# HYSTERICAL# ATTEMPTS TO INTER­

VIEW NOT PRODUCTIVE. ADDITIONAL ATTEMPTS TO BE MADE FOUR

TWENTY INSTANT. RESULTS WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU AND INTERESTED 

OFFICES.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END 

BJM 

FBI WASH DC

END (

ELN \

FBI KAN CITY V 
- - 1

, END

DGB 

' FBI MEMPHIS

, END I

k RJK ,

FBI ST LOUIS
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^I . SAN FRAN A

10:36 PM PST URGENT 4/19/68 WEH

TO DIRECTOR <44-38861), BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS <44-1987) AND 

SPRINGFIELD., 

, FROM SAN FRANCISCO <173-65> /3P/

MIRK IN. 1 ' ‘

RE: HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER.

REBUTEL TO SAN FRANCISCO AND MEMPHIS, THIS DATE, AND BUREAU 

'PRESS RELEASE CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY. •

LOHMEYER REINTERVIEWED THIS DATE BY BUREAU AGENTS AND DOES NOT 

RECOGNIZE’ PHOTOGRAPH OF ERIC STAR VO GALT,' AKA. NAMES JAMES EARL RAY 

FAMILIAR TO LOHMEYER BUT HE CANNOT LINK THIS NAME WITH GALT’S 

PHOTOGRAPH. LOHMEYER WHO WAS REARED QUINCY, ILLINOIS, SERVED SENTENCE 

ILLINOIS STATE FARM, VANDALIA, APPROXIMATELY ONE NINE FIVE ZERO, AND 

ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY, MENARD, ONE NINE FIVE FIVE TO 

ONE NINE FIVE EIGHT, ASSOCIATES NAME JAMES EARL RAY WItH QuINCY* 

LOHMEYER KNEW WALTER TERRY RIFE AS LOCAL CROOK IN QUINCY. ALSO AC- 

, QUAINTED WITH LONNIE RIFE, YOUNGER BROTHER OF WALTER, AND SERVED TIME

, WITH LONNIE AT MENARD. STATES BOTH WALTER AND LONNIE WELL KNOWN 

END OF PAGE ONE,.
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PAGE TWO1

SF 171 - 65-

TO QUINCY PD. LOHMEYER DESCRIBED WALTER RIFE.WMA, T-HlRTYNINE YEApS

DARK, LATIN APPEARANCE. LOHMEYER BELIEVES RAY AND RIFE WILL HAVE

SIGNIFICANCE TO.. HIS BROTHER, THOMAS LOHMEYER, QUINCY, LAST KNOWN

EMPLOYED AT A STOVE FOUNDRY. LOHMEYER UNABLE TO RECOGNIZE NAMES

J^MES MC BRIDE, JAMES WALTON, W. C. HERRON, JAMES O’CONNER, ALIASES

OF RAY LOHMEYI

EAREXHYLAND, AND JOHN •DEAR, ALL OF Y, IN CONNECTION WItH ONE

NINE RIVE ZERO ARREST FOR INCITING RIOT PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED- , THESE

FEOPLEJAYjNOH RAY.: LOHMEYER HAS NOT LIVED IN QUINCY SINCE ONE NINE 

FIVE FIVE AND HAS MADE ONLY ONE BRIEF VISIT TO ILLINOIS APPROXIMATELY

THREE YEARS AGO.

LOHMEYER VIEWED NINETEEN SIXTY MUG SHOT OF RAY IN SAN JOSE 

NEWSPAPER THIS DATE AND COULD NOT RECOGNIZE THIS PHOtO. UPON FURTHER 

RECALL, LOHMEYER STATED THAT HE DID RECALL A JOHN RAY FROM QUINCY 

WO DID TIME AT THE ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY AND IS DESCRIBED As A 

WMA, AGE THIRTYEIGHT, FIVE FEET NINE INCHES, ONE .SIX FIVE POUNDS, WEL! 

.BUILT AND' WHO ACCORDING TO LOHMEYER HAS A BROTHER FIRST ^AME UNKNOWN.

LOHMEYER ADVISED THAT THE RAY FAMILY MOVED FROM QUINCY TO ST« 

LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND THAT BROTHER OF JOHN RAY DID SERVE IN THE 

PENITENTIARY. ' '

END’ OF PAGE TWO. '
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PAGE THREE. (

SF 173 - 65. 

SPRINGFIELD, FORWARD PHOTOGRAPHS WALTER AND LONNIE RIFE TO MEM­

PHIS, BIRMINGHAM, AND SAN FRANCISCO, IN ORDER PHOTOGRAPHS CAN BE 

EXHIBITED WITNESSES AND TO HARVEY LOHMEYER AT SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA*

ALSO OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPH VINTAGE ONE NINE FIVE FIVE IF AVAILABLE FOR

RAY AND.FORWARD SAN FRANCISCO. SPRINGFIECD RECONTACT THOMAS LOHMEYER

AND OTHERS SUGGESTED BY HIM AND INTERVIEWCONCERNING RAY

SAN FRANCISCO WILL CHECK ALL LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES SAN

FRANCISCO AREA FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING RAY

OTHER STATIONS NOTIFIED SEPARATELY

END.

JDS

FBI SPRNGFLD

X ’
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I SAN FRAN

1O;ta BY p-7 ► GhXT .a/P/A9 MEH

TO 01 ECTO <*/-^RM>» HIRMIWHAM. MEMPHIS C*4-19R7> AND

SPRINGFIELD.

FROM CAN FRANCISCO (IT^-AS) /op/

< IN .

RE: HARVEr EDWARD LOHMFYF-.

RFPUTFL JO SAN FRANCISCO AND VFMpHJ;, THIS DATE, AND ^UREAlJ 

,-FSS RELEASE CONCERNING JAMES FARL RAY.

LOHMEYFR HE INTERVIEWED THIS PATE ay RUREAlJ ARENTS AND DDES not 

-•fcognize pH i iph of erIC STARVG galt* Aka. names James earl rat 

FAMILIAR Tn LOHMEYER RUT HE CANNOT LINK THIS NAME W1tH GALT’S 

PHOTOGRAPH. LOHMEyFR WHO WAS REARED QUINCY. ILLINOIS, cERVEn $EN7 

ILLINOIS STATE FArM» VANDALIA, APPROXIMATELY ONE NINE FT/F ZERO, AND 

ILLINOIS STATE RFNItENtIA Y, MENARD, ONE NINE FIVE FIVE Tn 

ONE NINE FIVE EIGHT, ASSOCIATES NAM* JAMES EArL RAy WItH OuINCi. 

1DHMEYFR KNEW WALTER TERRI IFF AS LOCAL CROOK IN quINCY. ALm AC-

■ MNTFD ITH LONNIE RIff. yOuNRE RrOTHER OF WALTER. AND cFryfrr TIME 

’ITH LONNIE AT MENA . STATES doth /ALTER AND LONNIE MELI KNOWN

UAb-> np PAGE ONE.

OTTE XEROX
MADE,

:NHV -s
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pack two 

se 171 - XS. 

TO CH'TNCy PD. LOHMEYFr DF C IPED WALTER <IFF UMA, tHTrTYNINE YEARS, 

DARK. LATIN APPFARANCF. LOHMEYFP REI IS I : ANO pIEF WILL WAVE 

SIGNIFICANCE T^ HI? ORnyHER, THOMA?, lOHMFyE-, OuINCy, LAst KNOWN 

EMPLOYED AT A STAVE FOUNDRY. LDHME.yFR uNA^L^ TO RECOGNIZE NAME*? 

JAME? MC P-IAF, JAMES -/ALTAN, •/. C. H'--;O-, JAMFr OmONNFR, ALIASES 

OF ^AY. LOHMEyFH -J^S Af 1 p D WITH AND SERVED TIME WITH RORERT KELLY 

ea-l Hyland, and john n-.EA , all of uincy, in connection with oni 

NINE FIVE ZERO a^f -t fp. INCITING - TOT PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED. THFSF 

PEOPLE may KNOW RAY. LOHMEYEE HA' NOT LIVE" IN QuINCy SINCE ONE NINE 

FIVE FIVE AND HAS MADE OM.Y ONE R IFF VISIT TO ILLINOIS APPROXIMATELY 

THREF YEA-'' AGO.

LOHMFyER VlF FD NINETEEN SIXTY Mug SHOT of Ay IN SAN JOSE

NM .^PAPFr- THIS DATE AND COULD NOT RECOGNIZE THIS pHOTO. ppON FURTHER 

FCALL, LOHMFyEH STATED THAT HF DID RECALL A JOHN PAY FROM OU INCY 

■HO DIE TIME AT THF ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY AND IS DE^CrIPED a* A 

ma, age THI-TYEIGHT, FIv^ FEET NINE INCHES, ONE Six FlVF POUNDS, WEI) 

GUILT AND WHO ACCORDING 1'0 LOHMEYE- HAS A MOTHER FIwGT NAME UNKNOWN, 

LOHMEYFR ADVISED THAT THF -Ay FAMILY MOVED FROM QuINCy TO ST- 

l/Y| IS, MISSOURI, AND THAT P OTHER OF JOHN „ 0 Y DTD SERVE IN THE 

PENT IFNTtAEY.

END OF PAGE TWO.
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PAGE TH Ft- .

SF 17'’ - 65.

SPRINGFIELD* FORWARD PHOTOGRAPHS NALtFr AND LONNIE rIFE TO MEM- 

PHT , BI MINGHAM, AND CAN FRA 10* IN ORDER PHOTOGRApHg CAN BE 

EXHIBITED '-HTNevses AND TO HARVEY LOHMEyEk AT ‘IAN JOgE, CALIFORNIA# 

ALSO OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPH VINTAGE ONE NINE EfyF FIVE IF AVAILABLE FOr 

RAY AND FORU'A D :AN FANCISCO* SPRINGE lEL* pECONtACt THOMAS LOHMEYEr

'. i JESTED BY HIM AND INTI ING R&V

CAN FRANCISCO .ILL CHECK ALL LOCAL LAN ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES SAN

FRANCISCO AREA FOR INFORMATION CONCF NING >Aj

OTHER STATIONS NOTIFIED SEPAATELy

END

JI S

•BI SP-NGFLD
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‘FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI CHICAGO

1020PM URGENT 4-19-68 BFJ/GGE/TAB

TO DIRECTOR <44-38861>,’ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS 

SAN FRANCISCO, SPRINGFIELD, ST* LOUIS

FROM CHICAGO <44-1114) ?

MJRKIN. ' . /

REBUTEL TO ALL OFFICES INSTANT* ■ '

INTERVIEW OF BROTHER JERRY RAY. 

JERRY WILLIAM RAY, BORN JULY SIXTEEN, NINETEEN THIRTY 

FIVE, AT QUINCY,. ILLINOIS, WHO IS DIVORCED FROM HIS WIFE, 

GJEREIS, NEE OLS9N, AND WHO IS EMPLOYED AT SPORTSMAN COUNTRY' 

g.UB, NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS, RECEIVES MAIL THROUGH BOX 

TWENTY TWO, WHEELING, ILLINOIS, WAS EXHAUSTIVELY INTERVIEWED 

AT CHICAGO OFFICE TODAY AND ADVISED’THAT OVER THE YEARS 

FE HAS HAD VERY LITTLE CONTACT WITH.HIS OLDEST BROTHER, 

SUBJECT, JAMES EARL RAY* HE FURNISHED FOLLOWING FAMILY 

TREE: 

FATHER, JAMES GERALD RAY, DECEASED, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE 

, HANNIBAL,> MISSOURI,* MOTHER LUCILLE MARY RAY., NEE MAHER, 

WHO CHANGED HER NAME IN ABOUT NINETEEN FORTY NINE, TO 

LUCILLE RYAN AND DECEABED JANUARY, NINETEEN SIXTY ONE, 

ST* LOUIS, MISSOURI. PARENTS HAD EI,GHT CHILDREN ^/^P^J 

E^D PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO CG 44-1114

ON^. SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY-,

TWO. JOHN LARRY RAY* AGE THIRTY FIVE* NEVER MARRIED*

LAST KNOWN TO BE IN MC ARTHUR HOTEL* ST. LOUIS* MISSOURI*

ABOUT FEBRUARY TWO NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT* EMPLOYED AS SOME TYPE OF 

TRAVELING SALESMAN AND APPARENTLY A "GENERAL DRIFTER." . ' .

THREE. JERRY WILLIAM RAY. BARTENDR^.

FOUR. CAROL ANN PEPPER* NEE RA,Y* AGE TWENTY SEVEN, 
^.^.^^-^—•—-"•••--•-----••-^--^^

HJSBAND ALBERT PEPPER* RESIDENCE MAPLEWOOD* MISSOURI* SUBURB

OF ST* LOUIS.

FIVE. FRANK DELANO RAY* IWHO WOULD NOW BE TWENTY TWO /

YEARS* DECEASED NINETEEN SIXTY THREE ACCIDENTALLY / /

DROWNED* WEST QUINCY* MISSOURI.

SIX. SUSAN CLNU>* AGE ABOUT TWENTY ONE* WHO WAS

ADOPTED OUT IN QUINCY* ILLINOIS* IN ABOUT FALL* NINETEEN

MATERNAL AND PATERNAL GRAND. PARENTS OF SUBJECT DECEASED.

MATERNAL UNCLE* WILLIAM MAHER* AGE ABOUT SIXTY* LAST

KNOWN TO BE IN SAN FRANCISCO* CALIFORNIA* AND WORKED IN

END PAGE TWO /
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RAGE THREE

GUAM AFTER WORLD WAR TWO IN ABOUT NINETEEN FORTY SIX OR > •

SJVEN. POSSIBLY NOW DECEASED.,

PATERNAL UNCLE/ EARL RAY# WHO WOULD BE ABOUT SEVENTY 

AND WHO SERVED A TERM IN MENARD/ ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY/ 

REPRTEDLY DECEASED AT SYRACUSE/ NEW YORK/ IN ABOUT 

NOVEMBER / NINETEEN FIFTY EIGHT.

IDENTITY AND LOCATION OF SUSAN MAY BE KNOWN TO CAROL 

FEPPER WHO HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN INTERVIEWED IN FUGITIVE 

INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE SUBJECT.

.JERRY STATES LAST SEEN SUBJECT APPROXIMATELY ‘ . 

NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR' WHEN IN PRISON,.HAS HAD LITTLE CONTACT 

WITH HIM DURING HIS ENTIRE LIFE AND IS UNABLE TO MAKE AN EDUCATED 

AS TO SUBJECT’S POSSIBLE WHEREABOUTS.

BELIEVES SUBJECT WOULD BE AN ACTIVE WALLACE SUPPORTER^

STATES ERIC STARVO GALT PHOTOGRAPH OBTAINED FROM 

BARTENDER SCHOOL IN CALIFORNIA LOOKS GOOD DEAL LIKE SUBJECT. 

END PAGE THREE
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1
PAGE FOUR ' , ■ .

PARTICULARLY IN THE PHOTOGRAPH WITH HIS EYES CLOSED# 

'.BUT DOES NOT LIKE THE PHOTOGRAPH WITH THE EYES DRAWN

IN BY ARTIST. UNABLE TO FURNISH BETTER DRAWING INFO.

JERRY WAS EMPLOYED ON ALL PERTINENT DATES THIS

CASE. VERIFIED I WITH EMPLOYER. A

JERRY REQUESTIONED CONCERNING DISCREPANCY RE FATHER’S 

DEATH AND LOCATION. REITERATED ABOVE INFORMATION CORRECT t 

TO BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE AS TOLD TO HIM BY HIS MOTHER AND 

UNAWARE OF WHERE CAROL MIGHT HAVE OBTAINED HER INFORMATION 

AS SHE LEFT MOTHER’S HOME ABOUT NINETEEN FIFTY SIX AT 

AGE FIFTEEN. ALSO ADVISED THAT PRIOR TO DEATH OF FATHER 

IN NINETEEN FIFTY ONE#HE WAS EMPLOYED BY THE RAILROAD . 

AND WORKED ON A FARM VICINITY HANNIBAL# MISSOURI.

HE ALSO ADVISED THAT EACH OF THE CHILDREN LEFT HOME 

UPON REACHING AGE FIFTEEN TO SIXTEEN AND VERY LITTLE 

FAMILY CONTACT THEREAFTER- AFTER PARENTS SEPARATED IN 

APPROXIMATELY NINETEEN FORTY NINE# ALL OF THE YOUNGER ^ 

CHILDREN WHO WERE AT HOME LIVED WITH MOTHER.

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

JERRY QUESTIONED AS TO REASON FOR BROTHER’S ACTION 

AND UNABLE TO FURNISH ANY REASON, STATED DURING THE THREE 

OR FOUR TIMES-HE TALKED WITH BROTHER IN THE LAST FIFTEEN 

TEARS, HE EXPRESSED'NO PARTICULAR OUTWARD DISLIKE FOR 

WE NEGRO RACE,. HOWEVER, JERRY’ HAD REELING THAT SUBJECT 

ms NOT FOND OF NEGROES* HE STATED THERE IS NO MEMBER 

OF the family,that subject would likely contact inasmuch 1 

AS HE IS A'"LONER”. THE ONLY OCCUPATION FOR SUBJECT KNOWN 

TO JERRY IS THAT LEARNED BY SUBJECT WHILE IN PRISON AS v 

A BAKER. HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF ASSOCIATES OTHER THAN 

" fE WAS ARRESTED with AND SERVED IN PRISON WITH WALTER

TERRY RIFE. RIFE ALSO KNOWN TO JERRY AS HE SERVED TIME 1

IN ISP, MENARD, ILLINOIS, AT SAME TIME RIFE INCARCERATED.

■JERRY HAS. NO KNOWLEDGE AS TO RIFE’S PRESENT LOCATION AND

H^S NOT SEEN HIM SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON IN NINETEEN 

SIXTY, BUT IS OF, OPINION RIFE COULD HAVE RETURNED TO

QUINCY, ILLINOIS. IT IS NOTED JERRY SERVED TIME FOR BURGLARY AT 

, ISP, MENARD, AND ARMED ROBBERY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY.

END'PAGE FIVE
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PAGE SIX CG- 44-1 114

JERRY ADVISED TO HIS KNOWLEDGE NEVER INFORMED SUBJECT 

OF HIS'RESIDENCE ADDRESS/ HOWEVER/'HAS RECEIVED MAIL FROM.

SUBJECT WHILE IN PR ISON\ADDRESSED TO POST OFFICE BOX

TWENTY TWO/ WHEELING/ ILLINOIS. HE HAS NO REASON TO

BELIEVE SUBJECT WOULD CONTACT HIM AND EXPRESSED COOPERATION-

MAJOR CASE PRINTS/ PHOTOGRAPHS AND HANDWRITING ■ ■ 

SAMPLES OBTAINED AND FORWARDED TO BUREAU AND INTERESTED 

OFFICES-

LEADS

ALBANY AT SYRACUSE/ NEW YORK- VERIFY DEATH OF

PATERNAL UNCLE EARL RAY-

ST. LOUIS. ATTEMPT TO RECTIFY pISCREPANCY RE DEATH 

OF FATHER. ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RE 

BROTHER JOHN. '

SPRINGFIELD. VERIFY DEATH OF BROTHER FRANK DELANO
1 I *

RAY. CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE SUSAN RYAN LNU/ AND 

LOCATE AND INTERVIEW ATTEMPT TO LOCATE

END PAGE SIX
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PAGE SEVEN CG 44-1114

WALTER RIFE AT QUINCY., ILLINOIS-

SAN FRANSICO- ATTEMPT TO LOCATE MATERNAL UNCLE 

WILLIAM MAHER.

. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

CEK ' '

FBI SPRNGFLD
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IGHT. MELBA RAY RYAN, AGE THIRTY* RESIDES OUTNCr. ILL..

IF 01 ABILITY, MENTAL.

ERNAl Si,r,JFCT OiCEArFL.

L NCLE, '■.'II LW MAHF , *ARF ABOUT GI AT>> LAST

E IN SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA, AND -n K-0 TN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PART FOUR

PARTICULARLY in the photograph with his FTPS CLOSED.

BUT DOES NOT LIKE THE PHOTOGRAPH WITH THE EYFe

TN BY A I''T. UNTILE TO F". WH 'ETTE •■ a yvg

J WAS EMPLOYED on ALL PE TINENJ DATES this

CASE VF IF TED I TH FMpL rF

JE Y REQUESTIONED CONCE NINO DISCREPANCY

MOTHER and

INFORMATION

DRAWN

INFO

six at

RF FATHER’S

DEATH AND LOCATION* REITERATED above INFORMATION COR^CT

TO REST OF His KNOWLEDGE A'' TOLD TO HIP By HIS

UNAWARE OF \HF- F CAROL MIGHT HAyF OBTAINED HER

A SHF LEFT MOTHER’'' HOME ABOUT NINETEEN FIFTY

ARF FIFTEEN* ALrH ADVISED THAT PRIOR TO DEATH OF FATHER

TN NINETEEN lift* DNE.HE WAS EMPLOYED RY THE RAILROAD

AND WOEKED ON A FArM VICINITY HANHTBAL. EI— YpiT

HF ALSO ADVISED THAT EACH OF THF CHILDREN LEFT HOME

iPON PEACHING AGE FIFTEEN TO SIXTEEN AND VERY LITTLE

FAMILY CONTACT THERFAFTE . AFTER PARENTS ^ERAFATED IN

APPROXIMATELY NINETEEN FORTY nine. ALL of the younger

CHILDREN WHO >F F AT HOMF LIVER WITH MQTHEi.

FND PAGE FOUr
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PARK EVFN CG /A-U1Z

■'ALTER ; IFF AT TL'INCt, ILLINOIS.

SAN franstco. attempt TA locate maternal UNCLE

ILLI AM MAKE .
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•**•^1 SPRNGFLD

FBI ST> LOUIS

238AM URGENT .4-20-68 RJK ' v '

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), KANSAS CITY* MEMPHIS* BIRMINGHAM*

SPRINGEIELD, CHICA’GO.

FROM ST. LOUIS <44-7757 3P

WIN.

RE CHICAGO TEL TO BUREAU FOUR NINETEEN SIXTYEJGHT.

■ JOHN RODGERS* CASHIER* CENTER STATE BANK ADVISED FOUR NINE­

TEEN LAST THAT JERRY RAYNES, FATHER OF SUBJECT HAS RESIDED SOUTH 

EAST OF CENTER* MISSOURI* ON PROPERTY PURCHASED BY HIM SEPT* 

SIX, SIXTYSEVEN AT SHERIFFS SALE. 'RODGERS SUGGESTED 

CONTACT WITH RAYNES NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOR HAROLD MAIDEN, ROUTE TWO, 

CENTER. MAIDEN ADVISED FOUR NINETEEN LAST RAYNES,PURCHASED 

PRESENT PROPERTY IN FALL OF SIXTYSEVEN AND LIVES ALONE. 

RAYNES OPERATES SJXTYSEVEN NASH RAMBLER TAN, AND WHITE OVER RED 

SIXTYONE PLYMOUTH. RAYNES IS RETIRED,'HASvEIGHT 

CHILDREN, BEEN MARRIED TWICE. THE MOTHER OF HIS CHILDREN IS 

DECEASED. A YOUNGER WOMAN,WITH TWO SMALL CHILDREN VlSlTES RAYNES 

ON OCCASSIONAL WEEKENDS* BUT NO OTHER PERSONS HAVE VISITED TO 

HIS KNOWLEDGE. OBSERVATION OF RAYNES PROPERTY FOUR NINETEEN LAST ’

END PAGE ONE ^
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REFLECTED NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY. RAYNES SUBSEQUENTLY' INTERVIEWED 

FFTER THOROUGH CHECK OF THE PROPERTY, ADVISED HE IS SlXTYNlNE, 

DOB: ELEVEN TWENTYFOUR NINETYNINE. WAS MARRIED TO LUCILLE 

MAHER NOW DECEASED. SEVEN CHILDREN WERE BORN TO THIS MARRIAGE WHICH 

RAYNES DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, BUT WAS FUZZY IN His 

ABILITY TO THINK, AND COULD NOT RECALL SPECIFICS. RAYNES DOUBTS ALL 

THE CHILDREN ARE HIS, KNOWS NOTHING OF JOHN, BUT IS SURE SUBJECT 

IS HIS OWN CHILD. ' ‘ ’ '

FRANKLIN AKA BUZZY DECEASED (KILLED IN BRIDGE ACCIDENT AT 

QUINCY, ILL., ABOUT NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT. >;' JAMES EArL, BORN ALTON, 1 * 4
ILL., NINETEEN*TWENTYEIGHT; CAROL PEPPER, NOW RESIDING ON BELLEVUE

AVENUE,. ST. LOUIS; MELBA RAY, QUINCY, ILL., A MENTAL CASE At 
ILLINOIS STATE HOSPITAL, JACKSONVILLE, ILLINO IS; ^^H AND SUSIE / 

ADDRESS UNKNOWN. LATTER TWO CHILDREN WERE GIVEN AWAY BY MOTHER / 

AFTER THEIR SEPARATION; JERRY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS; AND JOHN LOCATION 

INKNOWN.

RAYNES ADVISED HE HAS HAD LITTLE CONTACT WITH CHILDREN DURING 

PAST SEVENTEEN YEARS EXCEPT FOR CAROL. LAST SAW SUBJECT SEVENTEEN 

YEARS AGO AND HAD NO DIRECT CONTACT SINCE. NAME OF RAYNES ALWAYS 

USED BY HIM, BUT SOME OF CHILDREN USED NAME OF RAY INCLUDING 

END PAGE‘TWO ' .
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page three

SUBJECT* RAYNE STATED HE KNEW NOTHING OF HIS SON^ INVOLVEMENT 

THIS MATTER UNTIL PHONE CALLS RECEIVED FROM CAROL PEPPER STATING 

FBI HAD CONTACTED HER CONCERNING SUBJECT* RAYNE RECEIVED TWO CALLS 

NIGHT ,qF FOUR NINETEEN LAST* ONE FROM CAROL* SECOND FROM MELBA 

EACH INDICATING THAT NEWS ITEMS HAD INDICATED JAMES INVOLVEMENT* 

RAYNES UNAWARE OF HOW MELBA LEARNED OF WHEREABOUTS AS HAS NOt‘SEEN OR 

IF. ARD FROM HER IN SEVEN OR EIGHT YEARS* RAYNES EXPRESSED FEAR OF 

HIS SON, IS BARRING HIS HOUSE* AND WANTS NOTHING TO DO( WItH SUBJECT* 

’JR PROMISED COOPERATION SHOULD HE RECEIVE INFORMATION CONCERNING 

SUBJECTS.WHEREABOUTS*

ARMED AND DANGEROUS*

END

J3S ( ,

FBI SPRN^FLD
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SPENGFLD

FAT ST LOUTS

*»GAv URGENT a-vo-^k RJK

TO nUFCTOK (ZZ)-T««A! }, KANSA< CITY, MFMpHIs, nTRM INGHA^, 

SPRINGFIELD, CHICAGO.

H 'V ry. I 1| ( r (ZM-7 75) ^p

‘ 0 ■■ K I N .

RF CHICAGO TEL Tr PURFAJ. FOl NINETEEN GtXTYFIGHT*

J^HN RODGERS* CASHIER, CENTER STATE ^ANK ADVISED FAIR NINF-

TFEN LAST THAT JERRY RAYNES, FATHER OF SUBJECT HAS RESIDED rnpTH

FAST OF CENTER, MISSOURI, nN PROPERTY PURCHASED AY HIM SEPT*

SIX, SIXTYSFVFN AT SHERIFFS SALE. RODGERS SUGGESTED

CONTACT WITH RAyNES NEXT POOR NEIGHBOR HAROLD MAIDEN, rO^tF TWO, I

CENTER, MAIDEN ADVISED r OIL NINETEEN LAST RAyNES PURCHASED 

PRESENT PROPERTY IN FALL OF SIXTYSFVRN AND LIVES ALONE,

. i NASH RAMBLER TAN, AND WHITE OVER RED I

STXTYONF PLYMOUTH* RAYNES I .FtIRFD, HAS EIGHT

CHILDREN, BEEN MARRIED TWICE, THE MOTHER OF HIS CHlL&W» I" I

DECEASED* a younger woman WITH TWO SMALL CHILDREN VlSlTFS RAYNES

, r^T NO OTHER PERSONS have VlSlTE I

His KNOWLEDGE* OBSERVATION OF pAYNFS PROPERTY FOUR NINETEEN LAST I

END PAGE ONE

^ ^^^:_
1 SHRCHFO y . .. INDEXED—-----

' GAU/^z^-'1101 x6*^ 
APR°01968 
Ftjl^^Rir4GHELD|
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PACE TWO

REFLECTED no UNUSUAL ACTIVITY. • AYNF ' SURSFOUFNfLV r'TFP J 117 WED 

AFTER THOROUGH CHECK OF THE PROPERTY* ADVISED HE Is SIXtYNINF. 

dor: eleven twenty rmik ninftyninf. ■;■'■ ma- IFO TO LuCILLE ■ 

MA HEW NOW DECEASED. SEVEN CHILDREN WFrF BORN to tHIs MAprIARF WHICH 

RAyNFS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS. RUT WAS FUZZY IN His 

ABILITY TO THINK. AND COULD NOT FCALL SPECIFIC'’. PAYNES DOiPTc AL I 

THE CHILDREN ARE HI’, KNOWS NOTHING OF JOHN. BUT Is SURE SUBJECT 

IS His OWN CHILD.

FRANKL TN AKA BUZZY DECEASED (KILLED IN hplDRF ACCIDENT At

I INCY. ILL.. A^d T.NINETEEN FIFTYFIRHT•>: JAMES FArL. ^OrN ALTON, 

III.. NINETEEN TWFNTYFIRHT: CAROL PEPPER. NON RESIDING ON RELLE.VUE 

Ay-NUE. ST. LOUISI MEL^A RAy. QUINCy. ILL.. A MENTAL CAgC At

> I : || I

OODRESS UNkND'jN. LATTER TWO CHILDREN jF- h ' IvEN .AWAY RY MOTHER 

AFlEr IHEF SEPARATION: JF : , CHICAGO. ILLINOIS: AND JOHN LOCATION 

UNKNOWN.

RAYNES ADVISED HF HAS HAD LITTLE CONTACT OtH CHILDREN DURING 

past seventeen years except for caol. last saw suRJECt seventeen 

YEARS AGO AND HAD nd DIRECT CONTACT since. NAME of RAYNES always 

(SFD ?r HIM. RUT SOME OF CHILDREN USED NAvm DE RAY INCLUDING 

Din PARE TWO

—
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FBI NEW ORLS

FBI SPRNGFLD

923 PM 4/19/68 URGENT CEK

TO NEW ORLEANS AND CHICAGO

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

murkin; CR. i a >

RE NO TEL INSTANT, AND SI TEL CALLS TO NO AND CG INSTANT.

RE JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE (LOOK ALIKE)

FOR INFORMATION CHICAGO, INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM

JACKSON DIVISION THIS DATE THAT PASCAGOULA, MISS. PD'STOPPED 

AN INDIVIDUAL DRIVING A WHITE CORVAIR BEARING SIXTYEIGHT ILL. 

LICENSE D G THREE ONE ZERO NINE. DRIVER IDENTIFIED SELF AS 

JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE. MONTAGNE ACCOMPANIED BY ANOTHER 

WHITE MALE WHOSE IDENTITY NOT DETERMINED. MONTAGNE INDICATED 

HE VAS A MUSICIAN AND OTHER PERSON INDICATED HE WAS A SEAMAN 

AND THEY WERE BOTH HEADING FOR NEW ORLEANS.

OFFICER WHO STOPPED THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS SAID THAT 

MONTAGNE RESEMBLE PHOTO OF GALT AND THAT AFTER HEARING A 

DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY HAVING A SCAR IN THE MIDDLE OF 

HIS FOREHEAD HE BELIEVED THAT MONTAGNE MIGHT BE RAY AS HE 

RECALLED MONTAGNE HAVING-SUCH A SCAR? NO FURTHER DESCRIPTION 

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

SI-44-561 - ,

AVAILABLE ON MONTAGNE OR OTHER PERSON. ,

AUTO REGISTRATION RECORDS, SPRINGFIELD, REVEAL NINETEEN 
s i r -s > * t . f ’ - 4

SIXTYEIGHT ILLINOIS LICENSE D G THREE ONE ZERO NINE REGISTERED 
•A ‘i .-i 6- ’♦ • ' . , « 5 '

TO RAYMOND HILLBURN, SIX ZERO THREE NINE NORTH RIDGE, CHICAGO, 

ILLINOIS, FOR A NINETEEN FIFTYSIX DODGE, FOUR DOOR, VIN THREE 

TWO TWO THREE THREE ONE THREE NINE. AUTO REGISTRATION AND 

DRIVERS LICNESE CHECKS RE MONTAGNE NEGATIVE.

DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS RE HILLBURN DESCRIBE HIM AS 

RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN, RECENT ADDRESS ONE TWO FIVE-FOUR 

LELAND, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, DOB SEVEN ONE FORTY? FIVE FEET 

TEN, ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, 

DRIVERS LICENSE NUMBER H FOUR ONE SIX SEVEN THREE THREE FOUR 

ZERO ONE EIGHT SEVEN, SUSPENDED SINCE THREE TEN SIXTYEIGHT.

CHICAGO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE HILLBURN AND DETERMINE ANY 

INFO RE MONTAGNE AND WHITE CORVAIR IN AN EFFORT TO ELIMINATE 

HIM AS JAMES EARL RAY, AND ADVISE NEW ORLEANS. . .

. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. , 

END

?OLP '

FBI NEW ORLS
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FD^5TRe^.5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/19/68

Transmit the following in.......PLAINTEXT ..
(Type in plaintext at code)

Via TELETYPE- URGENT**____________
" (Priority)

TO SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) AND CHICAGO

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN; CR

RE NO TEL INSTANT, AND SI TEL CALLS TO NO AND CG INSTANT

RE JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE (LOOK ALIKE):
FOR INFORMATION CHICAGO, ^INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM

JACKSON DIVISION THAT PASCAGOULA, MISS. PD STOPPED

AN INDIVIDUAL DRIVING A WHITE CORVAIR BEARING SIXTYEIGHT ILL

LICENSE D G THREE ONE ZERO NINE. DRIVER IDENTIFIED SELF AS

JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE. MONTAGNE ACCOMPANIED BY ANOTHER

WHITE MALE WHOSE IDENTITY NOT DETERMINED. MONTAGNE INDICATED

HE WAS A MUSICIAN AND OTHER PERSON INDICATED HE WAS A SEAMAN

AND THEY WERE BOTH HEADING FOR NEW ORLEANS

OFFICER WHO STOPPED THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS SAID THAT

MONTAGNE RESEMBLE PHOTO OF GALT AND THAT AFTER HEARING A

DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY HAVING A SCAR IN THE MIDDLE OF

HIS FOREHEAD HE BELIEVED THAT MONTAGNE MIGHT BE RAY AS HE

RECALLED MONTAGNE HAVING SUCH A SCAR. NO FURTHER DESCRIPTION

1 - SPRINGFIELD(44-561) 
WR/ck

Sent <? £/? 5£ M per

SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED 
INDEXED 
FILED,

Approved: __ ___ j 51
Special Agent in Charge
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Date:

Transmit the following in ■ - ........... , - . ._............
(Type in plaintext or code) I

via_____________ :.................... ......................... ....... ................................ ..................... j
' ' " (Priority) ~ ‘
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PAGE TWO

SI 44-561

AVAILABLE ON MONTAGNE OR OTHER PERSON.

AUTO REGISTRATION RECORDS, SPRINGFIELD, REVEAL NINETEEN 

SIXTYEIGHT ILLINOIS LICENSE D G THREE ONE ZERO NINE REGISTERED 

TO RAYMOND HILLBURN, SIX ZERO THREE NINE NORTH RIDGE, CHICAGO 

ILLINOIS, FOR A NINETEEN FIFTYSIX DODGE, FOUR-DOOR, VIN THREE 

TWO TWO THREE THREE ONE THREE NINE. AUTO REGISTRATION AND 

DRIVERS LICENSE CHECKS RE MONTAGNE NEGATIVE.

DRIVERS LICENSE RECORDS RE HILLBURN DESCRIBE HIM AS 

RAYMOND MITCHELL HILLBURN, RECENT ADDRESS ONE TWO FIVE FOUR 

LELAND, CHICAGO. ILLINOIS, DOB SEVEN ONE FORTY, FIVE FEET 

TEN, ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, 

। DRIVERS LICENSE NUMBER H FOUR ONE SIX SEVEN THREE THREE FOUR / 
/ ZERO ONE EIGHT SEVEN-, SUSPENDED SINCE THREE TEN SIXTYEIGHT. I

CHICAGO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE’HILLBURN AND DETERMINE ANY 

INFO RE MONTAGNE lANDAWHITECCORYAIRlJNIANrEFFORT^TOJELIMINATE 
HIMLASAJAMES EARL RAY, AND ADVISE^ NEW ORLEANS.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

Approved;.------------- -- ---------------------------- Sent._______________ M Pei.__________________
Special Agent .in Charge
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|zr^v m ■ \ ^-on-fiR 'Jf

in C ! |F€in. fjU-n^A! ) » ALANTA, RI kM TNGHA'-» MFY-HIr,

I GFIELD. KAN' v Clio AND NI N Dr I FAN'.

E-OM l.n • ANGKLF (A/-1 STAY (np)

KJRKIN

RFMYTEL APRIL NINETEEN LAST*

D- . MARK 0. FREEMAN, PH.D., CLINICAL • SYCHOLOGInT» 

INTERVIEWED TONIGHT. HF PRODUCED APPOINTMENT «nOK NOTING 

IX APPOTN NFNV FOs ONF JAMES F. Ay, COVE INC PERIOD OF 

NOVEMRE TWENTY-SEVEN THROUGH OFCEM-o? ROr TFFN LAST* HF 

ALSO HAD LISTING FOR ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION ON DECFMDFR 

EIGHTEEN LAST, WHICH '.-.'AS CROSSED THROUGH* AND HF. EXPLAINED 

THAT RAy HAD TELEPHONICALLy CALLED TO CANCEL THAT VldT* 

INDICATING HF HAD HEARD FROM HI RROTHEt AND LATTER HAD 

OBTAINED JOO FOR HIM IN MFRCHANT MARINE IN NF ■. noLFANr.

DR. ALSO HAD LEAF FrOM HIS CONSULTATION NOTEBOOK; 

'.tHICH HF SAID HE MADE ENTtIFS IN o' OCCASION OF rAy*S FIRST 

END PAGE ONF
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PAGE TWO

VISIT IN NOVEMBER. NOTATIONS TN THIS I’DlCATFP PAtIENtV 

NAME TO BE JAMES E. RAY, ADDRESS ONE FI-F THREE ETVF NOrtH 

3 -AND, IV ANGELE$> AND TELEpWO'F NuMDF FOur Six NINE 

EIGHT ZERO NINE SIX. DATE OF AI TH GIVEN AS MA Cl/ TEN 

NINETEEN TWENTY FIGHT* SMO HE «AS from fAv ST* l OpV, 

/Ai WAS SEEKING PSYCHOLOGICAL HEI 1 TN NATURE OF

>;lh-hypnqsIe to gain confidence, overcome shyness, learn

TO relax, SLEEP BETTE- , AND OF ABLE V TALK TO PEOPLE. NA*

■Hi, riTrOVF-TED, AND WTTHD-AWN, V r NOT PSyCHOTIC OR 

PLAGUED WITH NEURONES. ’ DUt ING SECOND,OR THIRD VISIT, Dr. 

ASKED At IF HE HAD ANY DEEP SEATED SECRETS HE WANTED TO 

GET off HIS CHEST, TO ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF PATIENt HAD 

ANY C IMTNAL BACKGROUND OR SEXUAL PROBLEMS OR OPERATIONS* 

V. r A \’ S N F rVD NEGATIVELY*

•Ai HAD VERY LITTLE TO CONTRIBUTE ABOUT FAMILY 

BACKGROUND. MOST VISITS LIMITED TO DR. PLACING PAY IN 

HYPNOTIC STATE AND TALKING 'ITH HIM TO ‘^ASSURE HIM AND 

FFLP HIM GAIN SOCIAL CONFIDENCE.

DR* STATES CURRENT PHOTOS OF ERIC GALT EXCELLENT

LIKENESS TO PATIENT RAY* BELIEVES -Ay jAS REFERRED RY WTLrHIrE 

END PAGE TWO
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