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SPRNAFLD

P

FRT ST LOUIS
419 Pi URGFNT 4-22-48 &¥(
TN: DIRKCTOR, MREMPHIS, KANSAS CITY AND SPRINGFIFLD -

FROY  ST. LOUIS 44-775.

MIRKIN

FOLLOWING ARRSST OF RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE, MARCH

TWENTYTHON, FIFTYFIVE, HANNIRAL, MN., A0 FARGING P. N. MONEY
ORVDERS, RIFF TOALY P, Do INSPRCTNOE MONFY OpNFRe WMFoF PHRCHAREND

FROM 9GIND NAMERD WILLARD J.

SPRINGFIFLD.DPTFRMINY FROM RIFE WHETHER MC RRIDF Ie mFEA)

PRERSON: FEATENT OF MC RRIDE'S ASSOCIATION WITH RAYS AND

LHEREARNUTS DRk IDENTIFING DATA TO ASSIST IN LOCATION. ///'4T<\

| SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUIS. P ‘ / .
N Isom \ #
AEF SERI:S;ED T:'F?Fgmriﬁ" S~

APRZ 11568

FBI SPRNGFLD FBI — SPRINGFIELD
pJ

X
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PRI SPRVEFLD
Fm I CHICAGD

S42P¥ DFEFERAED 4-22-A% RMF
™
SPRINGFIFLD 744~-561/

FROM CHICAGO res4-1114/

FLIRKIN

DIRFCTNR /44-38%41/7 LTLANTA /44-2234/ MENMPHIS /44-19%7/

THIS

RF CHICAGN TELEPHONE CALL TO SPRINGFIFLD DATF .
RF. JFRERY 9ILLIAM RAY. !
JERRY WILLIAY RAY REINTERVIEWED THIS DATE, APRYVISED [INCLE,

HILLIAN MAHER, RESINKES ONE ONF EIGHT EAST SEVENTH STREFT, ALTOM,

ILLINGIS, OCCUPATION

PAINTING CANTRACTOR.

RAY STATED JAVES RAT

MAY CONTACT THIS UNCLE AS HE HAS STAYED WITH HI““IN THE PAST.

RAY OF QPINION HIS BROTHER WILL.NOT CONTACT IMMELIATE RFLATIVES

RUT MAY CONTACT WILLIAM MAHER . O

VAHER'S REPUTATION.

g

HE WOULD NQOT RE AFRAID OF Hi=TINA
SET OUT

SPRINGFIFLD LEAD TO CONTACT MAHFR

\

ARMFD AND DANGEROUS.

in

PRNGFLD

94

TELEPHONICALLY.

D INDEXED _ppf’
SSE?%TI?EI;EM%MDJQZ_
PR2 21968

/ / £B1— SBRINGEIELD

o Mot

s - SL - 2)P
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

o - ®

FBI
Date: 4.22-68

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

. |
Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT _:
|

|

.|

|

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL), CHICAGO AND SAN FRANCISCO W

FROM SPRINGFIEID (44-561) 1P v T

MURKIN -

V.22
I TWO BROWN STREET, ALTON, ILLINOIS FOBAY- STATED PRIOR TO RAY'S EN

[ WILLIAM E. MAHER, UNCLE OF JAMES EARL RAY LOCATED SEVEN ON?
INTO ARMY HE WORKED AT SHOE TANNERY HARTFORD, ILLINOIS WHERE HE
BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD PRO-NAZI LEANINGS AND
RAY BECAME ANTI-NEGRO AND ANTI-JEWISH AS RESULT. IN MILITARY
SERVICE RAY WAS IN GERMANY WHERE OPINION CRYSTALIZED.

MAHER SAID HE IAST SAW RAY TEN OR TWELVE YEARS AGO AND TO
HIS KNOWLEDGE RAY HAS NOT BEEN IN ALTON SINCE NINETEEN FIFTYNINE

WHEN INVOLVED IN ARMED ROBBERY. STATED COULD SUGGEST NO ONE IN

!
P

L —

SAN FRANCISCO DISCONTiNUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE MAHER.
AIRMAIL COPIES MEMPHIS, ATIANTA AND KANSAS CITY.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

RCH:d jk 1 = Bureau (AM) '

) 1 - Memphis (AM) CCARCHED.. e _
_ 1 - Atlanta (AM) RIALIZED... 27 e
) - Kansas City (AM) SE - e

/ (ll:} Springfield (44-56%) INDEXED .

ALTON AREA ACQUAINTED WITH RAY OR TO WHOM RAY MIGHT TURN FOR HELP.X

,—-"‘" cgj

o — D7 ) N
Approved: n /m Sent‘(’.:”i’; - r-«—i"f‘l)f Per g ‘\/(’\‘
Spe}q}\gé{m Ch}pée e A 7[«("
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¢ | ®

FBI SAN FRAN

FBI SPRNGFLD
541PM URGENT 4-22-68 DJK
TO DIRECTOR (MAIL)>, CHICAGO AND SAN FRANCISCO

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN

WILLIAM E. MAHERs UNCLE OF JAMES EARL RAY LOCATED SEVEN ONE
TWO BROWN STREET, ALTON, ILLINOIS TODAYf STATED PRIOR TO RAYfS ENTRY
INTO 'ARMY HE WORKED AT SHOE TANNERY HARTFORD, ILLINOIS WHERE HE
BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD PRO-NAZI LEANINGS AND
RAY éECAME ANTIfNEGRO AND ANTI-JEWISH AS RESULT. IN MILITARY
SERVICE RAY WAS IN GERMANY WHERE OPINION CRYSTALIZED.

MAHER SAID HE LAST SAW RAY TEN OR TWELVE YEARS AGO AND TO
HIS KNOWLEDGE RAY HAS NOT BEEN IN ALTON SINCE NINETEEN FIFTYNINE
WHEN INVOLVED 1IN ARMED-ROBBERY. STATED COULD SUGGEST NO ONE IN
ALTON AREA ACQUAINTED WITH RAY OR TO WHOM RAY MIGHT TURN FOR HELP.

SAN FRANCISCO DISCONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE MAHER.

AIRMAIL COPIES MEMPHIS, ATLANTA AND KANSAS CITY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END S
' | SEARCHED. e
FBI CHICAGO SERIALIZED...... T A
— TY]5] 3,430 ——— -

X FILED. e G e

— - 5 - 56/ - 220
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FBT SPRNGFLD | : , T

FBI ATLANTA .

5:55 PM EST URGENT  4/22/68 VSC ' _

T0 DIRECTOR> MEMPHIS. B IRMINGHAM, Amélmzw ORLEANS» RQNSAS CITYs
SPRINGFIELD - - =

FROM ATLAv*A 44- ?196 6 P

, B . . i . . .

MURKIN

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO A80§5'6%§Icas,'APR.3TwENTdeE
SIXTYELGHT
| " ON APR. TQENTYONE,_LAST,‘gﬁﬁalﬁF G To MAULDIN,® (NA),
DALTON, GEORGIA, ADVISED, RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS CURRENTLY SERVING
.LIFE SENTENCE #OR MURDER » ADVISEb{EARLIEé.HE séﬁvsn TIME oN
EHREw OCCASTONS' WITH JAMES RAY. MAULDIN STATED CURTIS' INFO .
PROBABLY RELIABLE. | CURTIS INTE%VIEuFD WHITFIELD GOUNTY JAIL
APR. TWENTYONE; LAST, ADVISED FIRST. ACQUAINTED RAY- IN MARCH
ﬁIFfYFIVE, JACKSON COUNTY”JAIL,. KANSAS CITY> MIS%OURI, HHERE
Ray INCARCFRATFD ON POST OFFICE BURC[ARY CHAPFE JUST SUBSFQUFN
70 RELEASE FROM PRISON IN. MENARD, ILLINOIS. CURTIS, AT TIMF"'
UNPER ARREST FOR ARMED éOBBERYiAVD BANKikﬂéRERYo aﬂRING THIS

PERIOD> CURTIS AVD RAY r‘ELL MPTES FOR SIX TO SEVEN WOVTHQ»- RAY

FARCTENZ e o INDEXED ..

SERIALIZED,%%FILED I

rnISON- FRIEND ‘HAD REEN. CELL . VATF OF RAY WHEN|RAY APR 2121968,

HAD . FRIEVU (NAME UNRFCALLFD): WHO VISITED HIM

END PAGE ONE . .

. i ——
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PAGE TWO A - -

AT 44-2386

. . B , ‘.

ILLINOIS. . THIS MAN KEPT RAY IN SPENDING MONEY .WHILE RAY IN

PRISON AND WOULD HARBOR - RAY. RAY .HAP ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND (NAME I

(NRECALLED) OF ITALIAN DESCENT, APPARENTLY "A BIG MAN* IN SYNDICATE. .
IS ITALIAN HAD AP#AREN?LY\OPERgtED WITH RAY IN PAST AND ENGAGED.
LWITH RAY In HANDLING STOLEN POST OFFIGE MONEY ORnﬁés;AND TRAVELERS'
CHECKS. AFTER SIX TO SEVEN MONst As CELL MATEé, JACKSON .COUNTY
Lmlﬂ, RAY SENTENCED TO THREE YEARS ON ?osf.o#;rcg'suﬁsLARY CHARGES»
jRANS?ERRED TO.LEAQENWO&TH.FEDERAL PENITENTIARY. | TWO WEEKS LATER>
CURTIS RECEIVED SIXTEEN YEARS:SENTéﬁbEFFdR BANK RbasERY AND SENT TO
“LEAVENWORTH. WHILE CONF INED LEAVENwQRTH Dusi&s fH;s PERIODs RAY
' sPoxé OF 'NO GIRL FRIEND AND QDﬁRESﬁONDED‘QITH NONE. RAY MENTIQNEE
HE "OPERATED" FREQUENTLY OUT OF QUINCY}' ILLINOIS» WHICH MéAN% "ENGAEED
i& BURGLARY 9§6 PAYROLP-JDBS." WHILE HE AND RAY WERE INCARCEgAfED,
THEY ENGAGED IN CROOKED POKER GAMES AND TOOK'FELLow-PRpgomesvFOR MONFY. I8
RAY Goéb:POKER PLAYER ANDisxcELpENi-CARD HANDLER< RAY ME&TIONEn UNDER
1 wthp AND HOODEUM coNNEéTIONs.QNAMEs uﬁRECALLEpl'IN CHLCAGO, DETROITS
.1§MPA, AND TIJUANA, MEXICO AREAs. 'SéRv1NG SEVEN TO EIGHT &dNTHs WITH.
Y AT LEAVENWORTH CUR%IS'TRANSFERRED.UbS- PENTTENTIARY» ATLANTA, GA.
"CURris'SEéVED UsS. PENITENTIARY, ATLANTA> AND IN JUNE > siXTYfHO;-SENT
RACK MISSOURI STéfE PENITEN%IARY, JEFFEéSON_CITYQ MISSOURI,.TO;SERUE

END PAGE TWO. S

Cd

o

T

). { /
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" PAGE THREE

. MISSOURI» AGAIN INCARCERATED WITH RAY. ON OCCASIONS IN SAME CELL -

. TOGETHER "IN B" HALL AND- "C" HALL. MSéRVED'TOGETHER.?ROM SIXTYTHO

'THREE-MAN CELL;.WITH JHTRD IVDIVIDUQL (WHOM CURTIS STATFD COULD .

ASSASSINATED AND WORD - CAME FROM OUTSIDE THIS PROBABLY CONSPIRACY,
FURTHER DETAILS ON "BOUNTY". HE STATED IN SIXTYTHREE TO SIXTYFOURS
'BR. KING'S MOVEMENTS BEGAME TOPIC OF CONVERSATIONS AT STATE PENI-

-TENTIARY:AND thB 60T ARbUN@'To PRISONERS THAT "KK OF THE SOUTH"

FOR "BOUNTY" ON KING'S HEAB-< CURTIS; UNABLE TO GIVE FURTHFR IDENTI—

fEND-PAGE THREE.

AT 44-2386

ON. ARMED ROBBERY CHARGES. WHILE IN STATE PENITENTIARY JEFFERSON,

TO SIXTYSIX. WHILE IN-"B“-AND'"C" HALLS: xHEY‘WERE TOGETHER IN

!

[N

VERIFY FOLLONING FACTS: BUT WHOM CURTIS REFUSEB TO IDENTIFY)--

DURING THIS I&CARGFRATION PFRIOB, PRESIBFNT JOHN F- KENNEDY '

AND KENNEDY HAD "BOUNTY" ON'HIS.HEADg CURTIS:'UNABLE.TQ GIVE

¢

WHO APPARENTLY WENT TO BUSINESSMFN HAB RAISFD ABOUT MILLION DOLLARS

FICAAION OR INFORMATION OF KK OF SOUTH. FROM 'SIXTYTWO TO SIXTYSIX

fEFORE.CURTIS RELEASE:_RAY MENTIONED A DOZEN TIMES “HAD HE KNOWN ABOUT

N : . . : ’
A BOUNTY ON JOHN F. KENNEDY'S HEAD AND HAP HE BEEN OUT» HE WOULD HAVE
COLLECTFD IT'. RAY STATED A DOZEN TIMES THAT "IF HE GOT OUT IN TIME

AND IF KING WAS STILL ALIVE, HE WOULD LIKE TO GET THE BOUNTY ON KING".

RAY NEVER MENTIONED WHOM HE woqu'boNTAcT'ro GET BOUNTY BUT ADVISED'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e

Y

o

CURTIS ASSUMED RAY wouLp GO TO IP:OUT oF UNITED,STATESy THESE ARE

"BEEN ‘WELL' PLANNED. WITH DIVERSIONARY"MEASURES-AND SECOND

PAGE FOUR

/
QT 4ﬁ-?386

CRIMINAL ELEMENIS KNFN HOW TO CONTACT SUCH PEOPLE- 'ABOVE_STATEMENTS

{

:'BY RAY OVERHEARD BY THIRD CELL MATE MENTIONED ABOVE. RAY HAD FPIENE

IEIN NEW ORLEANS (FIRST NAMF UNKNOWN): COIN (PHOAETIC) SPELLED LIKF
“QUARTER OR DIME™» WHO APPARENJLY A FENCE, WELL CONNFCTED WITH HOODLUM
‘ELENENTs AND WHO;IN 'FIFTYFIVE WAS FIFTYrIVF OR SIXTYFIVE YEARS OLD,‘

WHOM | WObLD HARBOR RAY. CURIIS KNFW NO'C OSE FRIENDS OF ASSOFIATFS oF -

RAY. 'RAY: ALLFGFDLY THRU PRISON GRAPE VINE HAD WIFE, BUT NEVER MENTIONED

BY.RAY;:HOWEVER, FEY PRISONEnS WENTION FANILY CONNECTIONS. .RAY ALSO
?ENTIONED GAMBLINGlIN LOS AVGELES: .RAY-WAS "HIGH LIVER" NHEN'OUTSIDE

. AND WOQULD AssoCIATE.waB-PROSTITUTEs;-TAKING ONE FROM TOWN .TO. TOWN.

RAY WITH REGARD TO KING'S.KILLING iNDICETED HE WOULD MAKE ALL RULES

ANP WOULP IN ALL PhOBARILITY DEMAND BOUNTY MONFY BE PUT IN BANK.

‘_RAY MENTIONED THRFF FOREIGN COUNTRIES WHICH HE HAD PEAD ‘ABOUT > WHICH

NEW ZFALAND, RAZIL, AVD serLFRL@ND, ~CURTLS OF OPINION> ‘NOT OVER

v

THREE. PEOPLE WOULD BE INVOLVED 1N ACTUAL ASSASSINATION. IT WOULD HAVE

INDIVIDUAL)-NOT RAY, wouLD.HAVF DRIVEN GFTAwAY CAR.TO'ATLANTA As

-DIVERSIONAPY VFASUPE- CURTIS UILL NOT TESTIFY > AS HE FEARS FOR f
. HIS LIFE: IF INFO GFIS OUT-' HE DEMANDFD IDENTITY BE PRO]ECTED-' TN v
- SPITE OF'ABOVE: SHERIFF MAULDIN ADVISED CU IS HAS ALSO GIVE ABOVE INFO

PRIOR TO INTERVIEM RY FBI TO LLOYD PULLEBGE, PEPORTER: DALTON NEWS

1

END PAGE FOUR o o ‘ -
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<oeas

CELL MATE IN MENARD STATE PRISON.

PAGE FIVE

]

AT 44-2386

CITIZEN NEWSPAPER> DALTON- GFORGIA. MAULDIN NOT- PRESENT- DU“ING THIS

~INTERVIEW AND DOES .NOT. KNOM WHAT INFO CURTIS GAVE FHLLF“FEe " MAULDIN
.STATED CURTIS THREE TO FOUP DAYS ACO RFCFIVED LFTTE? WITH RETGQN
ADDRESS: MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARYo. CURTIS KNOWS NO SPECIFIC RAPIAL

HATREDS BY-RAY:‘WHO Is. MEAV IF'CRbSSFD, BUT NOT AFPRFQSIVE INDIVIDUAL.

/ ,
HE SAID IF RAY RETURNED TO ATLANTA AFTER ASSASSINATIOV, IT WOLD

.PROBPDLY HAVE BEEN.TO COLLECT BﬂUNTY..

' KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON . CITY: MISSOURI. (1) DETERMINE THIRD CELL

M%TE WITH RAY AND" CURTIS IN "8"-AND e HALLQ:‘BFTHEEN 'SIXTYTWO TO

'SIXlYSIX (INDIVIDUAL ALLEGED TO BE AT MISSOURI QTATF PFNITENTIARY),

VERTFY CURTIS' STORY.: (2)' THRU POLICF AND INFORMANT. CONTACTS IDENTIFI
ITALIAN WHO HAS:"A BIG MAN™ 1IN SYNDICAT& BFTUEEN KAMSAQ CI:Y QND CH TCAbu
AND WHO STOLE POST OFFICE NONEY OQDEPQ AND JRQVELERS CHFCKQ FOR- SUDJFbT

RAY. (3) DEVELOP INFO FROM INMATES AND OTHER SOURCES RE RAY'S ALLEGED

,HIFE. (4> DEVELOP INFO RE PRISON GDSSIP RE "MILLION DOLLAR BOUNTY ON

.or

KING'S HEAD". . ' . N

NEW ORLEANS AT NEW ORLEANS: LA.,) DEVELOP INFQ RE COIN

\

" . (PHONETIC). _ B ST

1
|

.‘SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD PRISONs, MENARD., ILL. IDENTIFY RAY'S FORMER -
. . . . / ,

END PAGE FIVE
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" PAGE SIX.

| AT 44-2386 S . ,

" DEVELOP BACKGROUND INFO RF SURJECT. - \

TAMPA. ny -
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ¢ -

ng L ’

fEF

.

3
/

SPRINGFIELD AT QUINCY> ILL. 'CONTACT INFORMANTS AND 'SOURCES TO

. PETROIT» LOS ANGELES, SAN' DIEGOs AND TAMPA CONTACT LOGICAL IN- =

FORMANTS TO PETERMINE IF SUSJECT KNOWN' TO HOODLUM ELEMENTS.
SAN DIEGO NOTE SUBJEGT ALLEGEBLY VISITED -TIJUANA 'IN PAST.

toy

AM COPIES. SENT TO CHICAGO.) DETROIT. LOS ANGELESs; SAN DIEGO AND

Al

FBI SPRNGFLDP ‘ . ' :

TUX . . ‘ o . PR

Y

b
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