





- FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58) ' :

DECODED COPY

Radio [ITeletype

URGENT L-23-68
T0: ALL FI1ELD DIVISIONS
FROM: DIRECTOR

f/,"‘ .
MURK IN

REMYAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL 19 LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND
DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY,

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED
BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE 1TSP VIO~
LATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL 23, 1967. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CON-
SIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED
TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION,

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS
SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT'S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN
BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED
AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND -BURLARY
VIOLATIONS,

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSiIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

(2)

WCM % /// é_/J E g
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be dlssemmated outs;dedg“Bureau, it igX
paraphrased in order to ateﬁﬁ the Buregu’ s,czptograph:c systems: g 2 22
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DECODED COPY

Radio ITeletype

URGENT }-23-68
TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS
FROM: DIRECTOR

MURK I N

REMYAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL 19 LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND
DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY,

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED
BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE ITSP VI10-
LATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL 23, 1967. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CON-
SIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED
TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION,

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS
SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT'S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN
BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED
AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURLARY:
VIOLATIONS,

SUBJECT SHOUL-B-BE-CONSHBERED A RME AND DANGEROUS.
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7 . “in~the-above messagé is to em nated outside the Buredli; Tt i's"ﬁé?e;i;i thatwet bé‘ sz-u'tably
#*protect the Burean's cryptagr 'e-sgcstﬁmé .

ﬁlM@ g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

o  : SAC (44-581) DATE: 4-23-62
FROM : SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: ME)
RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On 4-20-68 Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius Church,
‘Springfield, 111l., telephonically contacteéd the Springfield
» ‘Division and advised he had known subject's sister, SUE since
e she was a child, and in an effort to help locate and interview
her, he advised he was in possession of a ne¢wspaper article
of 4/67 in the Chicago '"Tribune" regarding/SUE, which showed
her to be going under the name of LEE RILZY and to be working
1 as a go-go dancer in the Bourbon Street £lub at 936 Rush St.,
iChicago, Illinois.
e

!

This information was g%lephonically furnished to SA TOM GREEN,
Chicago Office, for purpoges of locating and interviewing subject's
sister. However, SA GREEN advised the writer that the Chicago
Division had just complgted interview of subject's sister now

known as Mrs. SUSAN DONIEN .,

Xerox copies oi%fbéve;mentioned newspaper article bheing

retained in the 1-A gection of this file.

A - Spriysfield (44-561)
"VIR: b
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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B Lt s e

SAC (44-561) - .. g . 4-23-68 -

SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, 111

" MURKIN
" CR

w(OO:ME)

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On 4-20-68 Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius Church,
Springfield, 1I1l1.,, telephonically contagtéd the Springfield

" Division and advised he had known subject's sister, SUE since

she was a child, and in an effort to help locate and interview

_her, he advised he was in possession of a newspaper article

of 4/867 in the Chicago "Tribune" regarding SUE, which showed -
her to be going under the name of LEE RILEY and to be working
as a go-go dancer in the Bourbon Street Club at 936 Rush St.,

- Chicago, 1111nois.

This information vas telephonically furnished to SA TM GREEN,
Chicago Office, for purposes of locating and interviewing subject's
sister. However, SA GREEN advised the writer that the Chicago
Division had just completed interview of subject's sister now
known as Mrs., SUSAN DONIEN.

Xerox copies of above—mentioned newspaper article being

.retained 1n the l—A section of this file. -

Dggi ld (44—561)
‘%Z blwd? ©

(2)
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S5 44-561
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FBI 5P} NGFLD

FBI KAN CITY -_,(D/A{

1122 .AM  URGENT '4/23/68 PHM b/#

T0 DIRECTORs 44-38B41> MEMPHIS, SPRINGFIELD> NEW ORLEANS

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 1P '@ - . - .
MURKIN'

RE ATLANTA TFLETYPE TO BURFAU: ETAL, A?QIL TWENTYTWO LAST:;,I.
RE COPMUNICATIOV MEN:IONS UNKNOWN SFCOND MAN SFRVINF AT

-

 LEAVENWORTH PRISON WITH SUBJECT. THIS PERSON PRORABLY IDENTICAL

WITH VERMON'ELMO'RIFEa o '--*'“; o V

| SPRINGFIELD. RE-INTERVIEW RIFE CONCéRNING 1HIRD UNKNOWN MAN

" AND RELIABILITY OF CURTIS® 'S SiATEVFNTS. o
SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.  ESCAPE PROPENSITIES.

P | |

. END-

MAL

FBI SPRNGFLD 15": S

P
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 MURKIN .

PERSON CLOSEST TO suBJch iN‘MO.

F3I SPRNGFLD

FBI KAN~ CITY.

‘11-59 AM URGENT 4/23/68 PHM

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUISS

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760

\

INMATE s,

) ' - 1

) JEROME CARPENTER:' MO.

THAT SuBJECTIs FATHER MARRTED'HIS«MOTHER:
: /-

SOME TIME AGO.

STATE PENITENTIARY.

'SPRINGFIELD -

-\.

ADVISEDR

RUBY CARPENTER>

HE STATED THAT SINCF THAT TIME APPRQXIMATTLY TUO :

.YFARS AGO RUBY CARPENTER AND SUBJFCT S FATHEP SEPARPTED- HE

QDVISED THAT HIS VOTHER: RUBY\CARPE&{ER; CURRFNTLY RESIDES'SIX THREE -

s

LFRO NOR!H SIX“Y_

L —owemerym= "

INDIVIDUAL BY NAME OF

HF DID NOT KNOW DRAKE S WHFRFADO

HOWEVER»

CARPENTER FURTHFR ADVISFD
FNITENTIARY Is

STATE P
CARL BFNTON DRAgéfrWHO UAS RELEASFD FROM

FFNI:FNTIARY SOMETIME - DUPINC SIX;4/I/E- LARPFNTFR ADVISED .

REVEAL HIS MOTHER TO BE OLA DRAKE

NINTH. STo-LOUISx

ZERO EIGHT MILL STe.» PO?LAR BLUFF; MO-
. STe.
CARL BFNTON DRAKF.

SPRINGFIFLD AT QUINCY»

MO <5 AND Hxs-waFf;o BE BETTY DRAKES

(FULL‘DETAIL

PRISON RECORDS

TWO ONE ONE EIGHT NORTH'

THREE .

LOUIS ATTEMPT TO- DETERVIVE WHERFABOUTS AND INTFRVIFU

INTERVIEW RUBY CARpgﬁ/;R FOR ANY *

N e e o
INFORMATION

l

ARMED_AND DANGEROUS-

[y

’P' . - '. ) B . ‘ L .'..- 1

END

AEF

FBI SPRNGFLD . -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC (44-561) '4-23-68
' SA EMMETT A. SCHMITT
* MURKIN

This is to record that on this date ASAC JOSEPH

SYLVESTER, New Orleans, telephonically contacted the Springfield .

Office and requested that when WALTER RIFE is reinterviewed
he be questioned to determine if he is acquainted with anyone
by the name of "COIN" or anyone in New Orleans. Mr. SYLVESTER
referred to Atlanta teletype dated 4-22-68 at 5:25 p.m., page 4,

~ wherein information was reflected that subject RAY was acquainted “
‘with an individual by the name of COIN who would hide him out.

Mr. SYLVESTER advised that New Orleans has information con-
cerning a DAN COHEN who has quite a unique physical description
and this could be the person being referred to. He stated he
does not believe the name COHEN should be furnished to RIFE as
a2 possible acquaintance but that during the interview the agent
should be alert to determlne if this is ‘the 1ndividua1 possibly
referred to. - , ,

Mr. SYLVESTER was advised this 1nformatidn would
be immediately furnished to the SRA in Quincy handling instant
matter and that he would be advised of any positive results,

EAS:VLS

-

SEARCHED _.__ ~— INDEXED ___ ‘»

SERIALIZED £ 2% 81
 APR231965

. ; . : FBI— SPRINGFIELD
\\Zgipds ' L/// . 2
b » — )

4y —5zs 233
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 : :
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (4t CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

To SAC  (44-561) | DATE: 4-23-68
FROM SA EMMETT A, SCHMITT
SUBJECT: MURKIN

This is to record that on this date ASAC JOSEPH .
SYLVESTER, New Orleans, telephonically contacted the Springfield
Office and requested that when WALTER RIFE is reinterviewed
he be questioned to determine if he is acquainted with anyone
by the name of '"COIN" or anyone in New Orleans. Mr. SYLVESTER °
referred to Atlanta teletype dated 4-22-68 at 5:25 p.m., page 4,
wherein information was reflected that subject RAY was acquainted
with an individual by the name of COIN who would hide him out.
Mr. SYLVESTER advised that New Orleans has information con-
cerning a DAN COHEN who has quite a unique physical description
and this could be the person being referred to. He stated he
does not believe the name COHEN should be furnished to RIFE as
a possible acquaintance but that during the interview the agent
should be alert to determine if this is the individual possibly
referred to.

Mr. SYLVESTER was advised this information would
be immediately furnished to the SRA in Quincy handling instant
matter and that he would be advised of any positive results,

EAS:VLS
2

SEARCHED ... INDEXED ——pr

APR2 31968

Fisi — SPRINGrIELD
1 Q/\V
sef — S S - 237

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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~ TWENTYTWO LAST AND. TAMPA TELETYPE TO BIRECTOR APRIL FIFTEEN LAST..

!

- END PAGE ONE

SPRINGFIELD AND TAMPA
~ ,

IN MARCH, NINETEEN FIF%YFIVE,'JAEKSON COUNTY JAIL. KANSAS CITY

e - ¢
L: ' o S o |
Y] . . . L .

“91 SPRNGFLD

FRI BIRMGHAM _ ' . : N
2:49PM URGENT 4-23-68.FAS

‘_, ~ Ty

TO DIRCTOR> ATLANTA, CHICAGN, KANSAS CITYs MEMPHIS, NEW ORLEANS

» , v

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740 . ",
MURKIN . R - - C
RE ATLANTA TELETYPE' TG DIRECTOR AND OTHER OFFICES APRIL

FOR INFORMATION OF'FICES NOT IN RECEIPT ATLANTA TEL, RAYMOND,
LOUIS CURTIS APPARENTLY SERVING LIFE SFNTENCE FOR MURDFR, I.-!HITFIELD

COUNTY GEORGIA, STATES PREVIOUSLY SERVEIDHIME WITH JAMES EARL RF\Y .

ON THREE ‘OCCASIONS'. - CURTIS ADVISED ACQUAINTED INITIALLY WITH RAY

MISSOURT, WHERE RAY INCARCERATED ON POST OFFICE BURGLARY CHARGE. .
JIST SUBSEQUENT TO RELEASE FROM PRISON IV MENARD, ‘ILLINOIS. BURING’
THIS INCARCERATION cqéTls AND RAY CELLMATES. "RAY HAD FkrENb (NAME
INRECALLED> 4HO VISITED HIM 1% JACKSON PRISON AND THIS FRIEDN HAD
BgEN-C;bLMAfE OF RAY ATtﬂé&AFﬂ:‘iLL- THIS FRIEND KEPT RAY IN .. |

SPENDING’ MONEY WHILE RAY IN 'PRISON AND WOULD HARBOR RAY. RAY HAD

. DR o e FBI—-‘-sPRINGFjELD ()/

o 4yz/tfza/ «;:3;5*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- PAGE TWO . g . Lo R ~

ANOTHFR CLOSE PRIEND (NAMF URECALLED) Db ITALIAN DFQCENT‘APPARENTLY,

IN PAST AND ENGAGED WITH RAY IN HANMLING STOLEN POST, OFFICE MONEY
W\

CONTACT POSTAL INSPECTOR WAYNE RICHIE TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE . -

CRDERS AND TRAVELERS CHFCxS. . : c

WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT, XNOWN BURGLAR INCARCERATED WITHIN TAMPA

’

RIVISIONS HAS'BE:N FURNTSHING VOLUME OF INFORMATION RE POST OF#icg
BURGLARIES FOR PAST SEVEéAL YEARS: INCLUDING IDENTITY' OF MAJOR
FENCES. FOR STAMPS. AND POSTAL VONFY ORDERS.  THESE INTERVIEWS HAVE
BEEN CONDUCTED BY SPECIAL ARFNT OF FBI AND WAYNE . RICHIE, POSTAL
INSPECTOR okLANDo,,FLA. ‘ |
REFERENCED TAMPA TEL STATFS THAT KNIGHT,INTERVIEWED‘APRIL‘3

FIFTEEN LAST AND (NABLF Tn ququw IdeRMATION.Rﬁ KNOWLEDGE OF RAY.
HOWEVER, HE WAS APPARFNTLY OVLY cHnJv COMPOSITE PICfURi:

" TaMPA REQUESTED TO REINTENVIEW KNIGHT AND EXHIBIT REAL PHOTOS
oF RAY TO DETERMIQE WHETHER KNIGHT MIGHT KNOW HIM OR BE ABLE 0
PIRECT INVESTIGATION TOWARB ESTABLISHING IDENTITY OF FENCES REFERRED

TO BY CURTIS IN YESTERBAY S INTERVIEV- TAMPA ALSO REQQESTED T0

MIGTH BE' HELPFUL IN IDENTIFYING THFSF FRNCFS.

END
M . - : . ! ' R S

FBI SPRNGFLD . .

~ 5025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

"BIG MAN" IN SYNDICATE., THIS ITALTAN HAD APPARENTLY OPFPATFD WITH RAY
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FRT IPRNEFLD

- FRI RIRMBHAH

Yen

?eneﬂp,unéRNT 420748 FAS
N NERCTNR, ATLANTAS' CHICAGN, KANSAS CITY. "_MF.MPHIS, ‘NFEY ORLEANS
SPRTNGFIRLD AND TAMPA . '

FANM RTNMINRYAN 4451740
MRKINe . : T TP

RE ATLANTA TFLETYPE Tq E FrTnR*Awh-nrﬁrn nrrrr&r APRTL

RAENTYTHO iﬁ%: AND TﬂMPﬁ TFLF!YDT Tn DIRPCTOR PP?II FIPTFFM IQ *Te

f— i

PON INFﬁhFAFIﬂN OFFICF NDT N RFCFIPT ATLﬁNTD TFL; ?AYFO“D

! ’ -

LmrI'~ CUhTTS APTARENTLY épruxhr LIFF ,FNT#\CF FP? NU?DFW: ”hPTFIFID

P L.

.DDUN1Y: GRNIRGIAs STATES P FUI“HSLY SFRUPD Tth JITH. JAFF° FAPl QAY

PP |

N TH~FF Urdﬁelﬂhtn CVPTIS ﬁDVIbFﬂ AfﬂUAINTPP TNITIALLY ”ITh RAY

.
A

N EA2CH,. NTVF:FFN FIFTYFIVES JACKJOM COuNrr JATL, KARGAS GTTYs -
MISSNRAT, 'JIHF'RF '{'A!’ INCA-?C'" RATFD N PosT ﬂ.:l--'[Cl.‘ APRALARY CHARAF -
LST SURSFAUENT T0 RELEASE. FROM PRISON: THCMENARD, TLLINOT=. DPugINA +

CTHIS turAﬁoraannv PURTI ‘AND RAY CFLLMATRS.. RAY' HAD FRIAND -(NAME

INRECALLED) wHD VISTTRA HIK IN JAGKSON PRISAN AND THTg. FRIEDN HAN
FEN CFLLMATF NF fAY AT MENARD: ILE. THIS FRIEND KRPT RAY 1N

SPENDTYE MONEY WHILE RAY- IN PRISON AND &50LD. HARAOR RAY. RAY HAD

" END EAGE NNE

APR2 3 1968

L - FBI—SPRINGFIELD

b ) ) '."'.P..'
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P " I '
FAT SPRNGFLD - A ' ' ‘ ‘
s C T
;' . !
F3T SANDIFGN: : i
192 7R URGENT 4=27=A% GND/ - S ‘
~TO DIRFCTOR 44-78861,- MEMPHiS:uBIRMINGHAM:'$PRINGFIELD AND
AN FRANCTSGO. ' .
. ) ' ) . ’ , -
FEN¥ SAN DIRGN .44-787 2P , S ;
§
- . \ R
MURKING A
) . I '

CUSPREGTS HARVEY EDUARD LOHMEYRR. FRI NUMRFR

GIURN THRFE ZERD NINE SEVEN NINE A. 1 o _ | ;
\ / . . : ) . . ‘ , i
RE. 8D TRL TA BURFAU APRIL %wFLvﬂ LAST, BURFEAL TFL T ' ;o
N MEMPHIS, LA 5C» D, SF an qu[mar%nln,.ApRgL TYELYE LAST» ' -;
PURFAJT TRL. TO ALL SACQVEKQEPi KC, Afs WN'Asn SJs priL-\1 n o
NINFTFEN LAST. S N D T
& , ATTENTION TS DIEEETEﬁ,Tq'ﬁﬁrméﬁNCED.gﬂé%An o
A?urL NINFTEEN LAST, wﬂﬁgérw THF suéﬁau.S?ﬁksﬁks THR .-
3 ASSOGIATION AETHERN JAMES FARL RAY AND WALTER TRRRY RIFF. '
P«»Tzrn;AnLr THETR' RAC 1R6UN! HISTORY AT ouINcy, HLINOTS. , ;3
ﬁx:rulrnu 4L05 DIRECTED TO,FAGTTHAT HARVEY EDWARD - ' ﬁ;

b

LOHME YFR, FRI NUMFER SEYEN THHFR'ZEQO VIMW'°FVFN VTNF 4

N

HAS RORN AT QUINCYs ILLI\'!.OI“ AND. H/l;f' SF /FRAL I\!C"R(’FRQTIO\‘S

AT BUTNC Y s »[Ll « DURING, NINFTREN FIF’FY ﬂNr TH'F’OU(‘H \!I”F‘Tf-’}?*\)

- \ .
FIF1Y FNUR. - s : . 2/ - 54/ - Py
- ‘ .+ | 'searcuED INDEXED
END PAGR ONF ' \ N P A LW

o | : © APR2 3 1968

FBI—-SPRINGFII:LD ,,;-, . ' .

N TBEC —ﬁ;&
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION )
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 :

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: FILE (44-561) DATE: 4/22/68

: SA JAMES M, BACHMAN - P -

MURKIN

The following individuals were contacted on 4/15/68
with negative results. They stated that they had never had
a student by the name of ERIC STARVO GALT or any of the
variations of the names used by GALT:

MAUREEN ANDERSON, Anderson's School of Dance,
735 East Prairie Street, Decatur, Illinois.

FRED HENSEY, 144 North Main, Decatur, Illinois.

Mrs. DAYTON FOSTER, Foster's Ballroom Dance
Studio, 209 West Prairie Street, Decatur,
Illinois.

JUDY FLOWERS, dance instructor, Jacqueline Robertson
School of Dancing, 3163 North Main, Decatur,
Illinois.

KAREN PAPPAS, Karen's Dance Studio, 1030 West
Pershing Road, Decatur, Illinois.

<i§;z Springfield (44-561)
MB/tl

(Z)W

............... INDEXED . [4

HED Q
APR 221968 .

FBI — SPRENGHEL%) 1 qg

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan vy csas —23 ¢
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FILE (44-561) ~ . a/22/68
SA JAMES M, BACHMAN - P -

MURKIN

. The following individuals were contacted on 4/15/68
with negative results: They stated that they had never had
a student by the name of ERIC STARVO GALT or any of the
variations of the names used by GALT:

MAUREEN ANDERSON, Anderson's School of Dance,
735 East Prairie Street, Decatur, Illinoxs.

FRED HENSEY, 144 North Main, Decatur, Illin01s.
Mrs. DAYTON FOSTER’ Foster's Ballroom Dance

Studio, 209 West Pralrle Street, Decatur,
Illinois. : .

JUDY FLOWERS, dance instructor Jacqueline Robertson
School of Dancing, 316% North Main Decatur,
Illinois. -

KAREN PAPPAS, Karen's Dance Studio, 1030 West
Pershing Road, Decatur, Illinois.

C;) Springfield (44-561)

- @Gl

SEARCHED ........... INDEYED .......... i
S£RMLn59/A/%@4; l
ADR“S.UBS

FBI — SPRINGFIELD
: l2>€?ﬁ

S - SES 25,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176















TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 l

UNITED {TATES GOVERNMENT

Membrandum

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

DATE: 4/22/68

ASAC, DONALD T. SULLIVAN P,

MURKIN

Incidental to our investigation to locate JAMES
EARL RAY, Mr. KOFFMAN from State Parole Records, telephonically
advised the office that he was receiving press pressure
to make available background information concerning RAY

since he was an Illinoian,

KOFFMAN desired to make

all possible lead intormation available to the FBI before

such was released to the press,

ROBERT BLUM RASCOE was dispatched
where Mr. KOFFMAN furnished Xerox
which have been reviewed for lead

Subsequently, over news
flavor information concerning RAY

Therefore, Agent

to Mr. KOFFMAN's office
copies of parole records
information,

broadcast much local
has been broadcast

including his arrest record.

A citizen complaint was received that an
individual riding a train through Mount Pulaski resembled
the photograph made public of subject as ERIC STARVO
GALT and following this, contact was had with the Clinton
County Sheriff's Office which intercepted a north-bound
freight train and temporarily detained an individual
unlawfully riding the train so that he might be properly
identified.

SA JAMES M. BACHMAN was dispatched to Clinton to
establish this individual's identity to eliminate him as
a suspect.

Contemporaneously, the office has been beseiged
with telephone calls from various news media including
Associated Press both in Springfield and Chicago, Illinois,
wishing confirmation that the FBI had KING's slayer in custody.
The record has been set straight with these people by the
office, but since there is this much press interest in this
one suspect being eliminated, the Bureau was telephonically
advised of all up~to-date developments,

S s — >

SEARCHED .....ccc... INDEXED (.. M.L
§.2§5(44_561) SERIALIZED 2 ZRLED (X ...
@) APR J9 1368

¢ _FBi — SPRINGHELD | | '9,///
T f
/W z%C/LﬁﬁpLAQV AV
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

- JAMESYBLAND, Numberul'in the Crime'Records,Section
~ was furnished pertinent facts concerning the above :
. as- well as Supervisor HEGELSON in the General Investigative

Division,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

lx



SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44~561) ° 4/22/68
ASAC, DOWALD T, SULLIVAN P,
HURKIN

' . Inc1dental to our investigation te locate JAMES

EARL RAY, Mr. KOFFMAN Irom State Parole Records, telephonlcally
" &dvised the office that he was receiving press pressure

to make available background information ceoncerning RAY

since he was an Illinoian, - KOFFEAN desired to make -

all pessible lead infermation available te the FBI before.

such was released to the press, Therefore, Agent »
: . ROBERT BLUM RASCOE was dispatched to My, KOFFMAN's office
% where Mr, EOFF#AN furnished Xerox copies of parole records
which have been reviewed for lead information,

Subsequently, over news broadcast much local
flaver~informat10n concerning RAY has been broadcast -
inciuding his arrest record.

A citizen conrplaint was received that an
individual riding a train through Mount Pulaski resenbled
the photograph made public of subjecti as ERIC STARVO
GALT and following this, contact was had with the Clinton
County Sheriff's Uffice which intercepted a north~bound
freight train and temporarily detained an individual
unlawfully riding the train so that herm1ght be properly
identified. .

SA JAHES M, BACHMAN was dispatched to Clinton to
establish this individual's identxty to el:minate him as.
& suspect.,

' Contemﬁoruneausly, the office has been beselged

with telephone calls from various news media including
Associzted Press beth in Springfield and Chicage, Illinois,
wishing confirmation that the FBI had KING*s slayer in custody.
The record has been set straight with these people by the
office, but since there is this much press interest in this
one suspect being eliminated, the Bureau was telephonically
advised of 2ll up-to~date developnents.

SEARCHED ..

/@ ) 561) | | - sskmmzsoﬁ%r'ﬁzgx?

| - “ | >
(s | - APR 29 1965
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SI 44-561

“

JAMES BLAND, Number 1 in the Crime Recerds Section
was furnished pertinent facts concerning the above
4s well as Supervisor HEGELSON in the General Investigative

Division,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

| Memorandum

TO . SBAC (137-1721) DATE: 4-.22-68
xca  []st IR (Prob).
FROM : SA CHARLES R, WOOD, JR.
, [JPCl [JPSt [R
SUBJECT: SI 1561-C -

Dates of Contact

4-19-68

Titles and File #s on which contacted

' 44-561, MURKIN

Purpose and results of contact

[_INEGATIVE

KX POSITIVE

[CISTATISTIC

Informant said he was acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY and may
have at some time met this individual. He feels he has only

a very vague recollecticn, He said he did seem to recall that
~RAY was, at one time, an associate of Big Pug Fisher or Little
Pug Fisher, who were police characters and pimps from the Alton
area,.

The above information was discussed with the ASAC by telephone.

[ ] Informant certified that he has Rating Coverage
furnished all information obtained vG As previous
by him since last contact.

SEARCHED ... INDEXEQ M
SERIALIZED. ED__US/_
APR 41968 ’
@: iizgé;?l e FBI—;SPMNUn;@,\@/
CRW : VLS 0/ (ptnbr \NN
(2)

wy - SES T 2% 2
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Request for Agency Check
FD-356 (2-25-63)

¢

é

INSTRUCTIONS

1. This form may be submitted in legible HAND PRINTING.

2. Use separate form for each person on whom record is
requested.

3. Date & place of birth imperative for passport check.

5. Indicate office for reply in lower left corner. Also list in
same corner all offices which should receive copies of
reply. Include carbon for each office receiving copies.

6. With regard to military records this form does not apply to

deserters.
4. Do not use lower right corner.
. Date
TO: SAC, [ St. Louis [ ] Denver []INS MVB ONLY
[] WFO ] MILITARY 4/23/68
] San Antonio SPR INGFIEID [ ] PASSPORT (] Other
TITLE:
MURKIN
RM
Check above-indicated records re:
Name:
Aliases:
Alien Reg. # Passport # Service #
Sex Race Height Weight Hair Eyes Complexion
Birth Date Birthplace Address

Other pertinent information:

=80/~ ~ kYo
SEARCHED —____JNDEXED ZL__.
SERIALIZED 2277 FneD_

APR2 3 1968
EB{exSPRINGEIELD /,

Specific information desired:

Registration

3

of 1968 Illinois License PX2437

L

Also furnish:

[_]Photo |

‘[ Handwriting specimens

Return reply to:

Telephonically

sac Chicago (u4l-1118) - ° .
Attention SA _ C=1 Section

Send copies to:

FOR REPLY ONLY .

[} On basis of information furnished, unable to identify:

] Military. [ ) Passport . [ JINS

"] Available information attached

[ ] Photo: [[] Attached {1 Unavailable
[} Handwriting specimen attached

Inquiry made by:

Billy G. Olenski
L/23/68

Date:

NP

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






* Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints in FBI filoa.

NOTICE:

THIS RECORD IS FURNISHED FOR OFF1

ICTAL Uts OGNLEY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

g .(.‘%fehewﬁ Bures” T Inbestigation Torm T-2
e Htateg B . ctment of Fuohre MPR21 1968 8%
Waghington, B, €. '
Ti:e following is the record of FBI number 7anc40 BEONES e
UEE Direcior.
OO VG R RIS NAME AND NUMBER AR EDIOR CHARGE DISPOSITION
Speciel Agent, Williem Edward 10-15-33 robb., 1lst. degi-
Chicrzo and Al ton Maher, #— auto theft—
RR., Kencas City,Mo aslt. to kill
&P, Jefferson City, ¥/illiam Maher, 11-22-33 robb., lst. deg{ 10 yrs.
0., H#— © 21, St '
Intermediate Regf., N
. Alg,o‘., Mo.
///
OnI, Wash., D. C. g William Edw qrd applicant
#ID, Wesh., D. C. | Maher, #1205 for
: T ' position,
,' . Laclede
Steel Co.l
Alton,
Il.,
4—-2-47]
Naval Government | William Edward| 6-19-49| susp of-drunken $1?5 fine $10
(Guam PD) San Maher #3791 driving & dist | costs 6-20-49
Eran Calif . tlie peace
PD Alton Il11 William Edard 6-2-51 | intox fined & rel
Maher #7473 .
PD St Louis Mo Williem Edward | 2-6-54 invest
Maher #-<=- v
PD Quincy Ill William Edward 3-15-57 OMVWI - pd $230.30 '
- Maher #-- : :
7
m——\,__ — - g N - -
SEARCHED ____|__INDEXED — . /-
SERIALIZED# ILFN L
) 23 1968
SPRINGFIELD |/,
/ =
o A Al A



SRR UNITED_STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
- ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI

WASHINGTON, D.C., 20537 APR 21 1968
. . » J"W
I i Director.
2 .
The following FBI record, NUMBER = 738 642 ‘ , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
All descriptive factors (if any) furnished by you match
those in our identification file unless herein quoted. N
DESCRIPTION AND RELATED DATA:
Race: white )
Sex: male
Height: 6°%2"
Weight: 210
Hair: brown & gray
Eyes: blue
Date and Place of Birth: ||NNJEE Bridgeton, New Jersey
Scars & Marks: _. 2'" ‘¢t scar on right cheek, cut scars on bridge of nose,

Impediment of speech. Both ears stand out well from
head. 4" cut scar left forearm outer near wrist.

Address: 3-15-57 listed as 1118 East 7th VS‘R:. Alt()»n, Illinois

Occupation: sign board advertising and painter, laborer

by fingerprint
o i8 dasxred, com-

Information shown on this
contributers. Where finx wal disy
municaizs with agency o &

Notuiions indicatad |
gative leads as being possi']

WY R jeestie
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