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RAr AND CELLMATE. CURTIS ADVIS'D JAII, vl-Fl^ LOO MORF THAN

LIKE Li ILL NOT REFLECT IDENTITY OF tHRo "'AN. CURTIS COtiLD NOT

sECALL NAME OH THIRD MAN OR OF C IPT10N

Corti$ ADV PO D HE -JAS CONFINED JEFFERSON COl’NTY JAIL ItH

rAl AND CO-DEFENDANT FROM MA- CH NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE yO JuL Y

NINETEEN ElFTYFIyL, Cll TF , pAt ANF AFCONr VAN ALL FNDFO UP At

LEAVEN -n jh iHk E -.'AC El FAoEO pcn^APl r IN NINETEEN FJEtYFIOHt

SECOND MAN

THIRTY - FA,

■HP I'? ASSOCIATED uffE pAY nESCRlPED An WTTF MALE,

FIVF FEET TEN INCHES dash * Fa REFT. ONE FTOHt Zr p

HU Nr: WHO SA- STRONGLY BUILT AND SPENT Hip THREE YEAr^ At 

LEAVENWORTH Or BODY CONDITIONING AND LIFTING WEIGHTS.

CORTIS ADVISED HF LAST SAW RAy IN JEFFERSON COtiN’TY JAII. IN

MAH Ok June SIXTYSIX. CURTIS $EI GTANT TA TALK FHRTHFp THIS MATTER* 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END.

'UK -

FRI SPRNRFLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-2B0 (Rev. 3-28-591

D2C0D3 COPY

£3 Hadio

URGENT U-23-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURK IN

REMYAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL 1? LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND 

DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED 

BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE I TSP VIO­

LATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL 23, 1967. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CON­

SIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED 

TELEPHONICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS 

SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT'S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN 

BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AMD HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED 

AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURLARY 

VIOLATIONS.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AMD DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

H Radio

DECODED COPY

□ Teletype

URGENT 1^-25-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURK IN

REMYAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL 19 LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND 

DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED 

BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE I TSP VIO­

LATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL 2$, 1967. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CON­

SIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED 

TELEPHON ICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS 

SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT’S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN 

BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED 

AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURLARY 

VIOLATIONS.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DECODED COPY

@ Radio

URGENT U-25-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

□ Teletype

MURK IN

REMYAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL 19 LAST FURNISHING BACKGROUND 

DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY.

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY UNSOLVED 

BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES (POSSIBLE ITSP VIO­

LATIONS) OCCURRING AFTER APRIL 25, 1967. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CON­

SIDERED SUSPECT IN ANY FUTURE SUCH VIOLATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED 

TELEPHON ICALLY OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION.

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST VIOLATIONS

SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED.

SUBJECT’S HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED IN

BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING SEARCHED

AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND BURLARY

VIOLATIONS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-561)

FROM : SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III

date: 4-23-68

subject: MURKIN 
CR

(00: ME)
RE: JAMES EARL RAY

I On 4-20-68 Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius Church, 
'Springfield, Ill., telephonically contacted the Springfield 
Division and advised he had known subject's sister, SUE since 
she was a child, and in an effort to help locate and interview 
her, he advised he was in possession of a n^spaper article 
of 4/67 in the Chicago "Tribune" regarding/SUE, which showed 
her to be going under the name of. LEE RIand to be working

I as a go-go dancer in the Bourbon Street ^lub at 936 Rush St., 
j Chicago, Illinois. /

This information was ^elephonically furnished to SA TOM GREEN, 
Chicago Office, for purposes of locating and interviewing subject's 
sister. However, SA GREffi advised the writer that the Chicago 
Division had just competed interview of subject's sister now 
known as Mrs .,. SUSAN-JOjO^^

Xerox copies of /bove-mentioned newspaper article being 
retained in the 1-A Action of this file.

^ - Sprii/gfield (44-561) 
VR:bh^
(2)

5010-108-01
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (44-561) ■ 4-23-68

SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III

MURKIN 
CR

(00: ME)
RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On 4-20-68 Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius Church, 
Springfield. Ill., telephoniCally contacted the Springfield 
Division and advised he had known subject's sister, SUE since 
she was a child, and in an effort to help locate and interview 
her, he advised he was in possession of a newspaper article 
of 4/67 in the Chicago "Tribune” regarding SUE, which showed 
her to be going under the name of LEE RILEY and to be working 
as a go-go dancer in the Bourbon Street Club at 936 Rush St., 
Chicago, Illinois.

This information was telephonically furnished to SA TQM GREEN, 
Chicago Office, for purposes of locating and interviewing subject's 
sister. However, SA GREEN advised the writer that the Chicago 
Division had just completed interview of subject’s sister now 
known as Mrs. SUSAN DQNIEN.

Xerox copies of above-mentioned newspaper article being 
retained in the 1-A section of this file.

W- Spring!

(2)

ield (44-561)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4-23-S3
PLAINTS

TELETYPE URGENT

TO SAC ST. LOUIS 
CHICAGO 
BUREAU (MAIL)

FROM: SAC SPRINGFIELD (44-551)

KURKIN, CP., 00; MEMPHIS.

KE SPRINGFIELD TELEPHONE CALL TO ST.LOUIS, APRIL TWENTY 

TWO, LAST.
KE: JAMES EARL KAY

REVIEW CP PROBATION RECORDS ADAHS COUNTY, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, 

REVEALED THE FOLLOWING LEAD INFORMATION RE SUBJECT BAY AND 

FAMILY.

AS OF NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE CHILDREN GF JERRY AND LUCILLE 

RAY WERE JOSEPH, TWENTY SIX; JOHN, TWENTY FOUR; MARJORIE, 

DECEASED; JERRY, TWENTY; MELBA, NO AGE GIVEN; CAROL, FOURTEEN^

^'^/' ^^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

SI 44-561

AUNT SADIE FITZSIMMONS, ALTON, ILLINOIS. SUBJECT1 ARBESTED 

AUGUST TWENTY, FIFTY NINE IN ALTON WITH ONE JOSEPH RIMER AUSTIN 

"FOR ARMED ROBBERY. FILE ALSO REFLECTS MARY MAHER, GRANDMOTHER

OF SUBJECT, FORMER ADDRESS NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKCRY STREET, 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND FATHER OF SUBJECT, JERRY' RAYNES, DOB

SIXTY WAS EMPLOYED FOR JACK RANDOLPH AT J & R AUTO SALES, 

FIVE NINE ZERO ONE BROADWAY, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. SUBJECT’S 

MOTHER LUCILLE RAY, AKA. RYAN, BERNES, AS OF JULY, NINETEEN 

FIFTY SEVEN, RESIDING ELEVEN THIRTY FIVE SOUTH TENTH APARTMENT 

EIGHT, ST. LOUIS, AND ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN FIFTY 

HINE WAS RESIDING AT NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY, ST. LOUIS. ALSO 

AS OF JULY FIFTY SEVEN SUBJECT’S FATHER WAS RESIDING FOUR ONE FOUR 

NINE WEST PINK, ST. LOUIS.

THE FILE ALSO REFLECTS THAT SUBJECTS BROTHERS JACK AND 

JERRY RAY ONCE WENT TO CHICAGO TO WORK AS GROUNDS KEEPERS AT 

A GOLF COURSE IN MT. PROSPECT, AREA.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PASS THREE . ' . .

SI 44-561

CIUCAG, ST. LOUIS AMD SPRINGFIELD WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 

hINVESTIGATION.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY.

LEAD: SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT A LT ON, ILLINOIS

Attempt to locate and interview subject’s aunt,
SADIE FITZSIMMONS. .

If not already done, obtain details of 1953 armed robbery 
arrest of subject arid JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN and attempt to locate 
AUSTIN for interview.

AT LINCOLN, ILLINOIS '

Will check records for 
and attempt to locate and interview him.

The above information was furnished telephonically by 
SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III to Night Clerk JOHN SINGLETON cf St. Louis 
Office on 4-22-63 who advised he would furnish information to 
Case Agent.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TELETYPE

4-23-63
PLAINTEXT

URGENT

70 SAC ST. MUXS 
CHICAGO 
BUREAU (HAIL)

PHOT SAC SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MUsXIN, CH, 00: MEMPHIS.

RE SPaiHGFIEW TELEPHONE CALL TO ST.MUSS, APRIL TWENTY

’ TWO LAST.
EE: JAMES SAHL RAY

REVIEW GF PROBATION RECORDS ALAMS COUNTY, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, 

REVEALED THE FOLLOWING LEAD INFORMATION RE SUBJECT SAY AND 

FAMILY.

^^' ^'^/ — J£^>

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

SI 44-561

AUNT SADIE FITZSIMMONS, ALTON, ILLINOIS. SUBJECT ARRESTED 

AUGUST TWENTY, FIFTY NINE IN ALTON WITH ONE JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN 

FOR AHMED E03BERY. FILE ALSO REFLECTS MARY MAHER, GRANDMOTHER 

OF SUBJECT, FORMER ADDRESS NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY STREET, 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND FATHER CF SUBJECT, JERRY HAYNES, BOB 

WHO IN NINETEEN 

SIXTY WAS EMPLOYED FOR JACK RANDOLPH AT J & R AUTO SALES, 

FIVE NINE ZERO ONE BROADWAY, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. SUBJECT’S 

MOTHER LUCILLE RAY, AKA. RYAN, BERNES, AS OF JULY, NINETEEN 

FIFTY SEVEN, RESIDING ELEVEN THIRTY FIVE SOUTH TENTH APARTMENT

EIGHT, ST. LOUIS, ANT CM SEPTEMBER TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN FIFTY 

.NINE WAS RESIDING AT NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY, ST. LOUIS. ALSO 

AS OF JULY FIFTY SEVEN SUBJECT’S FATHER WAS RESIDING FOUR ONE FOUR 

NINE WEST PINE, ST. LOUIS.

TEE FILE ALSO REFLECTS THAT SUBJECT’S BROTHERS JACK AND 

JERRY RAY ONCE WENT TO CHICAGO TO WORK AS GROUNDS KEEPERS AT

A GOLF COURSE IN MT. PROSPECT, AREA.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THESE

SI 44-563.

CIHCAG, ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE

-' INVESTIGATION.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY.

LEAD: SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

^LAikl^^JAt^
Attempt to locate and interview subject’s aunt, 

SADIE VITZUIMMONS.

If not already done, obtain details of 1959 armed rob 
arrest of subject and JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN and attempt to locate 
AUSTIN fox- interview.

The above information was furnished telephonically by 
SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III to Night Clerk JOHN SINGLETON of St. Lou 
Office on 4-22-63 who advised he would furnish information to 
Case Agent.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-23-SS
PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO SAC ST, LOUIS 
CHICAGO 
BUREAU (MAIL)

EWA SAC SPRING? I ATS (-14-561)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

SI 44-561

AUNT SADIE FITZSIMMONS, ALTON, ILLINOIS. SUBJECT ARRESTED 

AUGUST TWENTY, FIFTY NINE IN ALTON WITH ONE JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN 

FOR ARMED ROBBERY. FILE ALSO REFLECTS MARY MAHER, GRANDMOTHER 

GF SUBJECT, FORMER ADDRESS NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY STREET, 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND FATHER OF SUBJECT, JERRY RAYNES, DOB

SIXTY WAS EMPLOYED FCS JACK RANDOLPH AT J & R AUTO SALES, 

FIVE NINE ZERO ONE BROADWAY, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. SUBJECT'S 

MOTHER LUCILLE RAY, AKA. RYAN, BERNES, AS CF JULY, NINETEEN 

FIFTY SEVEN, RESIDING ELEVEN THIRTY FIVE SOUTH TENTH APARTMENT 

EIGHT, ST. LOUIS, AND CN SEPTEMBER TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN FIFTY . 

NINE WAS RESIDING AT NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY, ST. LOUIS. ALSO 

AS OF JULY FIFTY SEVEN SUBJECT’S FATHER WAS RESIDING FOUR ONE FOUR 

NINE WEST PI ITE, ST. LCUIS.

THE FILE ALSO REFLECTS THAT SUBJECT’S BROTHERS JACK AND 

JERRY RAY ONCE WENT TO CHICAGO TO WORK AS GROUNDS KEEPERS AT 

A GOLF COURSE IN MT. PROSPECT, AREA.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

SI 44-561

CHICAG, ST. LOUIS AMD SPRINGFIELD WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 

INVESTIGATION. .

AIRMAIL COPY SENT BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY.

LEAD: SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS

Attempt to locate and interview subject’s aunt, 
SADIE FITZSIMMONS.

If not already done, obtain details of 1959 armed rob 
arrest of subject and JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN and attempt to locate 
.AUSTIN for interview.

AT LINCOLN, ILLINOIS

Will check records for 
attempt to locate and intervand

The above information was furnished telephonically by 
SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III to Night Clerk JOHN SINGLETON of St. Lou 
Office on 4-22-68 who advised he would furnish information to 
Case Agent.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4-23-68
PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE

TO SAC ST. LOUIS 
CHICAGO 
BUREAU (MAIL)

URGENT

FROM SAC SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN, CR, 00; MEMPHIS.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELEPHONE CALL TO ST.LOUIS, APRIL TWENTY

TWO, LAST.
RE: JAMES EARL RAY

REVIEW OF PROBATION RECORDS ADAMS COUNTY, QUINCY, ILLINOIS,

REVEALED THE FOLLOWING LEAD INFORMATION RE SUBJECT RAY AND

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

SI 44-561 /

AUNT JJAD^FI^ ALTON, ILLINOIS. SUBJECT ARRESTED

AUGUST TWENTY, FIFTY NINE IN ALTON WITH ONE JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN 

FOR ARMED ROBBERY. FILE ALSO REFLECTS MARY MAHER, GRANDMOTHER 

OF SUBJECT, FORMER ADDRESS NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY STREET, 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND FATHER OF SUBJECT, JERRY RAYNES, DOB 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^WHO IN/NINETEEN 

SIXTY WAS EMPLOYED FOR JACK RANDOLPH AT J & R AUTO SALES,

FIVE NINE ZERO ONE BROADWAY, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. SUBJECT’S 

MOTHER LUCILLE RAY, AKA. RYAN, BERNES, AS OF JULY, NINETEEN 

FIFTY SEVEN, RESIDING ELEVEN THIRTY FIVE SOUTH TENTH APARTMENT 

EIGHT, ST. LOUIS, AND ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN FIFTY

NINE WAS RESIDING AT NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY, ST. LOUIS. ALSO

AS OF JULY FIFTY SEVEN SUBJECT'S FATHER WAS RESIDING FOUR ONE FOUR 

NINE WEST PINE, ST. LOUIS.

THE FILE ALSO REFLECTS THAT SUBJECT’S BROTHERS JACK AND

JERRY RAY ONCE WENT TO CHICAGO TO WORK AS GROUNDS KEEPERS AT 
---- -—^.
A GOLF/COURSE IN MT. PROSPECT, AREA.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

SI 44-561

CHICAG, ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 

INVESTIGATION.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY.
- SXT ^-U^ G^y O/Vuy •--------------- ------------- -----------------

LEAD: SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS

Attempt to locate and interview subject’s aunt, 
SADIE FITZSIMMONS.

If not already done, obtain details cf 1959 armed robbery
arrest of subject and JOSEPH EMER AUSTIN and attempt to locate 
AUSTIN for interview.

AT LINCOLN, ILLI NO

’’ill check roccrdsHnuMHNHj^  ̂
and attempt to locate and interviewnTrn?

AT SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

The above information was furnished telcphonically by
SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III to Night Clerk JOHN SINGLETON of St. Louis 
Office on 4-22-S8 who advised he would furnish information to 
Case Agent.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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page: two

SI 44-561 . , ■ '

AUNT SADIE FITZSIMMON,S, ALTON, -ILLINOIS. SUBJECT ARRESTED

AUGUST TWENTY, FIFTY. NINE IN ALTON WITH ONE JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN

FOR ARMED ROBBERY. FILE ALSO REFLECTS MARY MAHER, GRANDMOTHER

OR SUBJECT,' FORMER ADDRESS NINETEEN THIRTEEN HICKORY STREET,

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AND FATHER OF SUBJECT, JERRY RAYNES,. DOB

-5IXTYWASEMPLOYED FOR JACK RANDOLPH AT J & R AUTO SALES,

FIVE NINE ZERO ONE BROADWAY, ST* LOUIS, MISSOURI-. .SUBJECT’S 

MOTHER LUCILLE RAY, AKA. RYAN, BERNES, AS OF JULY, NINETEEN 

FIFTY SEVEN, RESIDING ELEVEN THIRTY FIVE SOUTH TENTH APARTMENT 

EIGHT, ST> LOUIS, AND ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN FIFtY 

NINE WAS RESIDING AT NINETEEN THIRTEEN' HICKORY, ST-- .LOUIS- ALSO 

AS OF .JULY FIFTY SEVEN SUB JECT ’ S: FATHER WAS RESIDING. FOUR ONE FOUR 

NINE WEST.PINE, ST. LOUIS ' .

THE FILE ALSO .REFLECTS THAT SU.S JECT' 5 BROTHERS JACK AND 

^RRY RAY ONCE WENT TO CHICAGO TO WORK AS GROUNDS KEEPERS At 

A GOLF COURSE IN MT. PROSPECT. AREA.

END PAGE TWO ' .

C

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44 - 5 6 1

CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS AND. SPRINGFIELD WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE 

INVESTIGATION.

■ AIRMAIL COPY SENT BUREAU,.MEMPHIS AND KANSAS CITY.

END ■ '

REM • • . ' ' '

FBI ST LOUIS s ' ' '

END'

JLS'.

raj Chicago:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176"



lllli^F »VJ|

FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI KAN CITY

1123 -AM URGENT '4/23/68 PHM Hi

TO DIRECTOR, 44-388613 MEMPHIS, . SPRINGFIELD, NEW ORLEANS

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760 1P ? .

MURKIN'

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO BUREAU, ETAL, APRIL TWEN'TYTWO LAST*'. .

RE COMMUNICATION MENTIONS UNKNOWN SECOND MAN SERVING At ' .

LEAVENWORTH PRISON WITH SUBJECT.. THIS PERSON PROBABLY IDENTICAL 

WITH VERMON ELMO RIFE. ''' ;

■ SPRINGFIELD. RE-INTERVIEW RIFE CONCERNING THIRD UNKNOWN MAN

AMD RELIABILITY OF CURTIS'S STATEMENTS. '

SUBJECT .ARMED AND' DANGEROUS- ESCAPE PROPENSITIES* 

p

END-

MAL

.FBI SPRNGFLD

/ ^ -^/ -^3^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FT I KAN CITY

nt> ay urgent a/^i/a® pre

?i -I ECTO* » 2M-mqA1 » E^H’I > SPRINGE TEI.; . NF'-I ORLEANS

FHtV KANSAS CT J A4-7A0 IP

MJRKIN '

e ati anta ts u-mj-e to furfai * etal» aprii twentyto la^t* 

PF COMMUNICATION MENTION'S UNKNOWN SECOND MAN SAVING Of 

LEAVFNW'V’TH ; ITH SUBJECT* THIS PERSON PrORARLY IDENTICAL

JTTH VK MON ELMO .TH’.

•jp 1NOI* IFLO >-f - TNTE-V H ■’ Ts p CONCERNING THIRD UNKNOWN MAN 

AND - El TAPTI I T i OF ClHTl^’1 STATEMENT?.

SUBJECT A ME-p AMP DANGEROUS. ESCApt- PROPENs It IF? .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI • KAN- CITY.. ' ■ . _ . ' . .

'11-59 AM URGENT 4/23/68 PHM ■

TO DIRECTOR/ MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS', SPRINGFIELD

FROM KANSAS CITY 44-760

MURK IN. v ' A '

JEROME CARPENTER,' INMATE, MO. STATE PENITENTIARY, ADVISED

THAT SUBJECT’S FATHER MARRIED HIS MOTHER, RUBY CARPENTER-,

SOME TIME AGO. HE STATED- THAT SINCE THAT TIME APPROXIMATELY TWO • .

TEARS AGO RUBY CARPENTER AND SUBJECT'S' FATHER SEPARATED. HE ‘

ADVISED THAT HIS MOTHER-, RUBY -CARP^TER, CURRENTLY RESIDES 'SIX THrEE 
ZERO NORTH SIXTY X .^agj^i I _ CARPENTER FURTHER ADVISED .

PERSON CLOSEST TO SUBJECT IN MO. STATE PENITENTIARY IS . .

INDIVIDUAL BY NAME OF CARL BENTON' PRAISE, WHO WAS' RELEASED FROM .

PENITENTIARY SOMETIME DURING SI XTYF>/vE. CARPENTER- ADV ISED .

HE DID NOT KNOW DRAKE'S WHEREABOyTS ,* HOWEVER, PRISON RECORDS •

REVEAL HIS MOTHER'TO BE OLA DRAKE, TWO ONE ONE EIGHT NORTH'

NINTH, ST. LOUIS,. MO.', AND HIS WIFE.JO BE BETTY "DRAKE',' THREE .

ZERO EIGHT MILL ST., POPLAR BLUFF, MO. -FULL DETAILS WILL FOLLOW.-.

ST. LOUIS'ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS AND INTERVIEW

CARL BENTON DRAKE. . ’

SPRINGFIELD AT QUINCY, 

INFORMATION SHE MAY .HAVE -RE 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

P ■ ' . ■ ■ '

END ' . ' -

AEF .

interview ruby CARPENTER fqr any

SUBJECT OR HIS FAMILY.

kUC-i ) i.wul;
SERfALIZ^^^^frLED-J^

APR 2 31968
FBI-rSPRINGFIELD

FBI SPRNGFLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



h"! SP NGFI

FRI KAN CITY

H-S9 AM URGENT 4/’>'»/A« PHM

TO llRECTOh, MEMPHIS* ST. LOulS, SPRINGFIELD

FT KANSAS CITY 4^-760

MURKIN

Jh OMb CARPENTER* INMATE, MO. STATE PENITENTIARY, ACVlSE'1 
X 

WAT SUBJECT'S FATHER MARRIED HIS MOTHER, RUPY CARPENTER,

SO'ME TINE AGO* HF STATED THAT SINCE THAT TIME APPROXIMATELY TWO

YEAR'- AGO t Ay CARPENTER AND StJPJ^CT’S FATHER sfpArAtE . HF

V'vISFO THAT HIS MOTHER, ■JUPy CARPENTER, CURRENTLY RESIDES six T'^'l-

2 0 NORTH SIXTY ST., QUINCY, ILL. CARPENTER FURTHER ARISES

-v ■ C! ;■ T jO SUBJECT IN MO. STATE PENITENTIARY Is

rJDIvI 'UAL ^Y NAME OF CArL RENTON DRAKE, WHO WAS REL ASH' FROM

PENITENTIARY SOMETIME CURING SIXTYFIVE. CArpFNtEp ADVISE

HF ? \ot t-NOv D AKE’S WHEREABOUTS* HONEvEr, PRISON rECOf S

HFVEAL HIS MOTHER TO RE OLA DRAKE, TWO ONE ONE FIGHT NOrtH

NINTH, T. Lnul , MO., AND His WIFE TO RE P-TTr DrAKE, THpFF

.). TaV.ri MILL T.. POPLAR ’LUFF, 0. FuLL D’-’tATLs ILl -OLLO .

T. L 01 T ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHI-READOUTS ON" INTERVIEW

CARL RENTON DRAKE.

SP.-IWFIELD AT WINCi, INTF-Vll 'i CARPENTER FOR ANY'

INF-- 'ATISN .HF MA j HAyE ,F UlPJECT 0. <V FAMILY*

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (44-561)

SA EMMETT A. SCHMITT

MURKIN .1
This is to record that on this date ASAC JOSEPH I

SYLVESTER, New Orleans, telephonically contacted the Springfield a 
Office and requested that when WALTER RIFE is reinterviewed 1
he be questioned to determine if he is acquainted with anyone 
by the name of "COIN” or anyone in New Orleans. Mr. SYLVESTER 
referred to Atlanta teletype dated 4-22-68 at 5:25 p.m., page 4, J 
wherein information was reflected that subject RAY was acquainted 
with an individual by the name of COIN who would hide him out. (
Mr. SYLVESTER advised that New Orleans has information con­
cerning a DAN COHEN who has quite a unique physical description J 
and this could be the person being referred to. He stated he 
does not believe the name COHEN should be furnished to RIFE as 
a possible acquaintance but that during the interview the agent j 
should be alert to determine if this is the individual possibly - ? 
referred to. =

Mr. SYLVESTER was advised this information would 
be immediately furnished to the SRA in Quincy handling instant 
matter and that he would be advised of any positive results.

EAS:VLS 
2
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101*11.8 M^ -

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC (44-561) date: 4-23-68

from : SA EMMETT A. SCHMITT

subject: MURK IN

This is to record that on this date ASAC JOSEPH 
SYLVESTER, New Orleans, telephonically contacted the Springfield 
Office and requested that when WALTER RIFE is reinterviewed 
he be questioned to determine if he is acquainted with anyone 
by the name of "COIN” or anyone in New Orleans. Mr. SYLVESTER 
referred to Atlanta teletype dated 4-22-68 at 5:25 p.m., page 4, 
wherein information was reflected that subject RAY was acquainted 
with an individual by the name of COIN who would hide him out. 
Mr. SYLVESTER advised that New Orleans has information con­
cerning a DAN COHEN who has quite a unique physical description 
and this could be the person being referred to. He stated he 
does not believe the name COHEN should be furnished to RIFE as 
a possible acquaintance but that during the interview the agent 
should be alert to determine if this is the individual possibly 
referred to.

Mr. SYLVESTER was advised 
be immediately furnished to the SRA 
matter and that he would be advised

this information would 
in Quincy handling instant 
of any positive results.
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2
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FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI SANDIFGO

1P07PM URGENT 4-RS-68 CND

TO DIRECTOR 44-78861, MEMPHIS* BIRMINGHAM* SPRINGFIELD AND

SAN FRANC I SCO

FROM SAN DIEGO 44-087 RP

MURKIN.

SUSPECT! HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER* FBI NUMBER

SEVEN THREE ZERO NINE SEVEN NINE A.

RE SD TEL TO BUREAU* APRIL TWELVE LAST* BUREAU TEL TO 

MEMPHIS* LA* SC* SD* SF AND SPRINGFIELD* APRIL TWELVE LAST* 

BUREAU TEL TO ALL SACS EXCEPT KC» AN* HN AND SJ* APRIL 

NINETEEN LAST.

ATTENTION IS DIRECTED TO REFERENCED BUREAU TEL

APRIL NINETEEN LAST* WHEREIN THE BUREAU STRESSES THE 

ASSOCIATION BETWEEN JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE. 

PARTICULARLY THEIR BACKGROUND HISTORY AT QUINCY* ILLINOIS*

ATTENTION ALSO DIRECTED TO FACT THAT HARVEY EDWARD 

LOHMEYER* FBI NUMBER SEVEN THREE ZERO NINE SEVEN NINE A 

WAS BORN AT QUINCY* ILLINOIS AND HAS SEVERAL INCARCERATIONS 

AT QUINCY, ILL. DURING NINETEEN FIFTY ONE THROUGH NINETEEN 

FIFTY FOUR. " . , KheqZZ—.INDEXED
• ^MWEQ^g^iLED—

END PARR ONE I APR23 1968
. -SPRINGS n

<^/ -l77£Z -
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PAGE TWO

INVESTIGATION BY SD OFFICE REFLECTS HARVEY EDWArD. ■ 

LOHMEYER POSSESSES CALIFORNIA DRIVER'S LICENSE NUMBER 

obtained FOUR J

NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR# SHOWING HIS ADDRESS AS TWO FOUR ZERO 

GEORGE STREET# SAN JOSE# CALIF. , ' '

IN VIEW OR PURCHASE OF FIREARM AT BIRMINGHAM# ALABAMA 

MARCH THIRTY LAST BY SUBJECT USING NAME HARVEY LOWMYER# AND 

FACT THAT HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER# FBI NUMBER SEVEN THREE 

ZERO NINE SEVEN NINE A# HAS HISTORY SIMILAR TO SUBJECT RAY At 

QUINCY# ILL.# PREVIOUS LEADS SET FORTH TO LOCATE HARVEY EDWARD 

LOHMEYER TO DETERMINE 'IF HE,, IS AN ASSOCIATE QF RAY OR 1$ 

CO.-CONSPIRATOR WITH RAY# IN MURDER OD DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING*

SAN FRANCISCO# AT SAN JOSE# CAL.IF .# SHOULD CONDUCT 

INVESTIGATION AT TWO FOUR ZERO GEORGE STREET TO LOCATE . / ; 

HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER. '

SUBJECT CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS* ' 

&ND ’ ’ ’ _ \ . , • .

EM J ‘ ' \

FBI SPRNGFLD . ' ' • ’ -.

1
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FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI BIRMGHAM ' . > , '

2:49PM URGENT 4-23-68 FAS . ■ ' ’

TO DIRCTOR, ATLANTA, CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY*'MEMPHIS, NEW ORLEANS 

SPRINGFIELD AND TAMPA . -

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740 , .

MURKIN* ' ' • - ' ; l

RE- ATLANTA TELETYPE' TO DIRECTOR AND OTHER OFFICES APRIL . 

TWENTYTWO Last AND- TAMPA teletype to DIRECTOR APRIL fifteen last--.

FOR INFORMATION OFFICES NOT IN RECEIPT ATLANTA TEL, RAYMOND

LOUIS CURTIS'APPARENTLY SERVING LIFE SENTENCE FOR MURDER, WHITFIELD 
' z ’ ' ' ' ' ' ' '

COUNTY, GEORGIA, STATES PREVIOUSLY SERVED-'TIME WITH JAMES EARL' RAY • ■ i - .

ON THREE 'OCCASIONS. - CURTIS ADVISED ACQUAINTED INITIALLY WITH RAY

IN MARCH, NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE, JACKSON COUNTY JAIL, KANSAS CITY, 

MISSOURI, WHERE RAY INCARCERATED ON POST OFFICE BURGLARY CHARGE'

JUST SUBSEQUENT TO RELEASE FROM PRISON IN MENARD, ILLINOIS* DURING 

THIS INCARCERATION CURTIS AND RAY CELLMATES. RAY HAD FRIEND (NAME 

LNRECALLED) -WHO VISITED HIM J< JACKSON PRISON AND THIS 'FRlEDN HAD 

KEN- CELLMATE OF RAY AT MENARD, ILL. THIS FRIEND KEPT,RAY IN- ■ 

SPENDING' MONEY 'WHILE RAY INPPBOm AND WOULD HARBOR RAY. RAY HAD 

END PAGE ONE ' • . 1

SEARCHED —-------.INDEXED 7

APR23 1968 7I 
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RAGE TWO -

ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND (NAME URECALLED) OF ITALIAN DESCENT APPARENTLY. 

"BIG MAN" IN SYNDICATE. - THIS ITALIAN HAD APPARENTLY OPERATED WITH RAY 

IN PAST AND ENGAGED WITH ,RAY IN HANDLING STOLEN POST, OFFICE MONEY 

ORDERS AND .TRAVELERS CHECKS. -

WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT, KNOWN BURGLAR INCARCERATED WItHIN tAMPA 

DIVISION, HAS BEEN FURNISHING VOLUME OF INFORMATION RE POST OFFICE 

BURGLARIES FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS, INCLUDING IDENTITY OF MAJOR 

FENCES FOR STAMPS. AND POSTAL MONEY ORDERS* T^ESE INTERVIEWS' HAVE 

BEEN CONDUCTED BY SPECIAL AGENT OF FBI AND WAYNE R. RICHIE, POSTAL 

INSPECTOR, ORLANDO,. FLA. '

REFERENCED TAMPA TEL SJATFS THAT KNIGHT INTERVIEWED APRIL 

' FIFTEEN LAST AND UNABLE TO FINISH INFORMATION. RE KNOWLEDGE OF RAY, 

HOWEVER, HE WAS APPARENTLY ONLY SHO’-im COMPOSITE PICTURE.

TAMPA REQUESTED TO ,RE INTER V-IEW KNIGHT AND EXHIBIT REAL PHOTOS ' 

OF RAY TO DETERMINE WHETHER KNIGHT MI'GHt' KNOW HIM OR BE ABLE TO 

DIRECT INVEST ICATION TOWARD ESTABLISHING IDENTITY OF FENCES REFERRED 

TO BY CURTIS IN YESTERDAY'S INTERVIEW. TAMPA ALSO REQUESTED TO 

CONTACT POSTAL INSPECTOR -WAYNE R.I.CHIE TO D'ETERMINE WHETHER HE 

,MIGTH BE' HELPFUL IN IDENTIFYING THESE FENCES.

J END . ■ ' J '

DMJ - • ' - ■ , /

FBI SP.RNGFLD . . - .
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PRNPFLD

Rl.WHAK

O DIRCTDR, ATLANTA,’ CHICAGO, KANSAS' CITY, MEMPHI5, NEW ORLEANS

SPRINGE J EL;D AND

FROM 3l'wiNf»HAM

TAMPA .

44-1740 ■■

WRK IM

KF ATLANTA TELETYPE IQ n I SECTOR "AND- OTHER OFFICES APRIL

WEXTY-TWO ’LAST, AND TAMPA TELETYPE’ TO' DIRECTOR APRIL FIFTEEN LA?T

FOK INFORMATION OFFICES NOT TN RECEIPT ATLANTA tEL, RAyHOND

LOUIS’CURTIS APPARENTLY SERVING' LIFE SENTENCE. FOR MURDER, WHLfFIELD

COUNTY, GEORGIA, STATES PREVIOUSLY ’SERVED TIME .WITH. JAMES EA&L’ RAY ' 

ON THF.EF OCCASIONS.' CL'P.T IS-AD VISED -ACQUAINTED INITIALLY WITH -RAy 

IN MARCH,. NINETEEN FIFTYF IVE,'-JACKSON/COUNTf jAl-L, KANSAS CITY*’ • 

MISSOURI, WHERE RAY- INCARCERATED ON POST OFFICE BURGLARY CHArG’ 

j./st Subsequent to release-from prison: nr menard, Illinois, during

THIS INCARCERATION CURTIS AND RAY CELLMATES.• RAY’HAD FRIEND ^NAW*

IMRECALLED) WHO VISTTF.fi HIM TN JACKSON PRISON" AND THle.FRlEDN HAO

‘TEN CFI.LMATF OF RAY A.T MENARD, ILL. THIS-FRIEND KEPT RAY IN- .

SPENDING MONEY WHILE RAY- IN PRISON AND WOULD. HArRO^ RAY. RAy HAD 

FND -AGE ONE

f searched INDEXED

APR 2 3 1968
■FBI—SPRINGFIELD
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PA HP TWO

WOTHFr CLOSE FRIEND (NAME UKECALLED) OF ITALIAN DESCENT AppARFNyLY 

’PIG MAN" TN SYNDICATE. THIS ITALIAN HA*’ APPARENTLY OpFRATED HtH RAy 

TV PAST AND ENRAGE© WITH RAy IN HANDLING STOLEN POST OFFICE MONEY 

orders and travelers checks.

WILLIAM KENNETH KNIGHT. KNOWN BURGLAR INCArCErAtED -ItHIN TAMpA 

IVIE ION, HAS PEEN FURNISHING VOLUME OF INFORMATION RF pO$T OFFICE 

TRGLARIF'” FOR PAST SEVERAL YEARS, INCLUDING IDENTITY OF MAJOR 

?ENCRS FOG STAMPS AND POSTAL MONEi $R0PR$# THES^ INtFrVIEWS HAVE 

^-N CONDucWn RY SPECIAL AGENT OF FRI AND WAYNF R. RlCHlF, pn$yAL 

TNSPGCTO , ORLANDO, FLA.

REFERENCED TAMPA ’TEL STATES THAT KNIGHT INTERVIEWED APRIL

FIFTEEN LAl'T AND UNARLE T.D FINNISH INFORMATION RE KNOWLEDGE OF RAY, 

HTJEVER* HE «IAS APPARENTLY ONLY SHOWN COMPOSITE PICTURE*

TAMPA REQUESTED TO RFINTERVIEW KNIGHT AND EXHIBIT REAL pHOTOS

OF ray TO DETERMINE whether KNIGHT MIGHT KNOW HIM Or = E ARLF Tn

DI-FCT INVESTIGATION TOWARD E.$T ARLI SH I NO IDENTITY OF. FENCES rEFFpRED

i CURTIS IN YESTERDAYS INTERVIEW* TAMPA ALSO REQUESTED TO 

CONTACT POSTAL INSPECTOR WAYNE RICHIE TO DETERMINE WHETHER HF 

MIGTH ok HELPFUL IN IDENTIFYING THESE FENCES.

FND

D J
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SPRNGFLD-

AND I EGO' ■«

P?7PM' URGENT A-vt-A# CND'

,/TO DIRECTOR ^-?gR61 , rMEMPHlS BIRMINGHAM, 'SPRINGFIELD AND'

CAN FRANC J SCO .«

AN DIEGO' AA-^^T ’P i
A

KRKIN

SUSPECT; HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER, FBI NUMBER

SWEN THREE ZERO NINE SEVEN NINE A

RE. f;n TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL TWELVE LAST., BtlRE'Au' TEL TO

•YEN PH IS, LA £D, SR AND SPRINGFIELD, •April t^lve last
S3

BUREAU TEL. TO ALL SACS EXCEPT KC, AN, HN AND 5 J, APRIL- “

NINETEEN LAST 1^

B...

' ATTENTION IS DIRECTED TO REFERENCED BUREAU TEI; ‘

APRIL NINETEEN LAST, WHEREIN THE BUREAU. ESSES THE .

। ASSOCIATION .BETWEEN JAMES J EARL RAY AND' WALTER TERRY RIFF.

PARTICULARLY THEIR'BACKGROUND' HISTORY AT QUINCY,

ATTENTION ALSO. DIRECTED TO ..FACT •'THAT HARVEY

LOHMEYFR, FBI MUMPER SEVEN THREE' ZRkO NINE; SEVEN

ILLINOIS

EDWARD

NINE A

QRN AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS AND- HAS SEVERAL INCARCERATIONS

AWGUTNCr, <LL. DURING, NINETEEN FIFTY- ONE. THROUGH NINETEEN

FI FT Y FOU

END PAGE ONE
SEARCHED______ INDEXED _ 
SERIALIZED/^ILED.^
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park ran

investigation Pt sn office reflects Harve* edward

t-1 HO . - '• ••■ CALIDA VIA A, I VFR*- LTO:^. NUMBER

K FIVE ONE ZERO FOUP FIGHT THrEF, OBTAINED FEBRUARY FOUR, 

NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR. SHOWING HIS ADDRESS AS TWO FOUR ZERO 

GEORGE STREET, SAM JOSE, CALIF.

IN vIF.W OF PURCHASE OF FIREARM AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

VAhCH THIRTY LAST BY SUBJECT USING NAME HARVEY LOWMYER, ANO 

FACT THAT HARVEY EDWARD LOHMFYER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN THREE 

ZE^O NINE SEVEN NINE A, HAS HISTORY SIMILAR TO SUBJECT RAY At 

INCi, ILL., PREVIOUS LEADS SET FO-TH TO LOCATE HArvEy EDWArD 

MM MF YER TO DETEMINF IF HF IS AN ASSOCIATE OF rAy Or Ip 

co-conspi Amr with .At, in yu-,.^ . on rr. a^tin luther king.

SAN F ANCISCO, AT SAN JOSE, CALIF., SHOULD CONDUCT 

INVF ■ IIGATION AT TWO FOUR,ZE-0 GEORGE STREET TO LOCATE 

HAr VF l EDWARD LOHMEYEF .

SUBJECT CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

ENO 

mj

FBI 5PRNGFLD
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: FILE (44-561) date: 4/22/68

from : SA JAMES M. BACHMAN

subject: MURKIN

The following individuals were contacted on 4/15/68
with negative results. They stated that they had never had 
a student by the name of ERIC STARVO GALT or any of the 
variations of the names used by GALT:

MAUREEN ANDERSON, Anderson’s School of Dance, 
735 East Prairie Street, Decatur, Illinois.

FRED HENSEY, 144 North Main, Decatur, Illinois.

Mrs. DAYTON FOSTER, Foster’s Ballroom Dance 
Studio, 209 West Prairie Street, Decatur, 
Illinois.

JUDY FLOWERS, dance instructor, Jacqueline Robertson 
School of Dancing, 316| North Main, Decatur, 
Illinois.

KAREN PAPPAS, Karen’s Dance Studio, 1030 West 
Pershing Road, Decatur, Illinois.

2 J- Springfield (44-561) 
UMB/tln?^^
(2)

INDEXED

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ^^
5010-108
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FILE (44-561)

SA JAMES M. BACHMAN - P -

4/22/68

MURKIN

The following individuals were contacted on 4/15/68 
with negative results; They stated that they had never had 
a student by the name of ERIC STARVO GALT or any of the 
variations of the names used by GALT:

MAUREEN ANDERSON, Anderson’s School of Dance, 
735 East Prairie Street, Decatur, Illinois.

FRED HENSEY, 144 North Main, Decatur, Illinois.

Mrs. DAYTON FOSTER, Foster’s Ballroom Dance 
Studio, 209 West Prairie Street, Decatur, 
Illinois.

JUDY FLOWERS, dance instructor, Jacqueline Robertson 
School of Dancing, 316| North Main, Decatur, 
Illinois.

KAREN PAPPAS, Karen’s Dance Studio, 1030 West 
Pershing Road, Decatur, Illinois.

^ Springfield (44-561) 
JMB/tlp
<2)
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY I M2 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CR) 101-11.4

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P - date: 4/22/68

FROM : SA JOHN R. PEARSON, III

subject: MURKIN

Shortly after 11:00 A.M., 4/18/68, the writer 
overheard radio transmission on Illinois State Police radio 
between Trooper CHARLES CACHERA and District 9 Headquarters. 
Trooper CACHERA was inquiring about a previous broadcast 
regarding a blue and white 1958 Chevrolet with South Carolina 
license plates which was driven by an individual who resembled 
ERIC STARVO GALT. Trooper CACHERA advised he had the car 
under surveillance at Giuffre Buick.

The writer joined Trooper CACHERA along with 
Corporal DARRELL MARTIN, Corporal MICHAEL SMITH, Trooper JOHN 
DAVIS and Trooper CHARLES STATON.

The writer was advised by Trooper JOHN DAVIS that 
an individual called District 9 Headquarters advising that he 
had seen an unknown individual resembling GALT driving a 
blue and white 1958 Chevrolet, two-door hardtop, bearing 1968 
South Carolina license D165935 on Ninth Street, Springfield.

The unknown individual upon departing in the 1958 
Chevrolet from Giuffre Buick was stopped by Trooper CACHERA.

The writer was then joined by SAS WILLIAM ROBERTS, III 
and ROBERT RASCOE. This unknown individual identified himself 
as GLENN HAYWARD PICKETT. He displayed South Carolina drivers 
license showing his address to be Route 3, Box 62,
Prosperity, South Carolina. His description was reflected 
as follows:

5'11"

8010-10*

DOB:
HEIGHT:

^^/ ^7
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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also displayed Selectiv^Sen^^card 
^^^^mand Social Security card PICKETT
advised he was honorably discharged on 1/21/56 as a Corporal 
from the United States Marine Corps, Serial Number 
He advised that he recently arrived in Springfield and xs 
staying with his brother, ROSS PICKETT, 1710 North Wolf, 
telephone 528-0964, who has been employed for the last 
seven years by Sangamo Electric. He stated he previously 
resided in Prosperity, South Carolina, and worked with his 
brother-in-law, 0. W. WATTS, JR. at Watts Sinclair.

His vehicle was searched by the above mentioned 
Troopers, and no unusual items were noted. The Chevrolet 
bore VIN 58S211508. A bullet hole was noted on the right 
front window as having penetrated from the inside and exited 
on the outside.

PICKETT was appropriately eliminated as being 
identical with GALT as PICKETT had several pronounced scars 
on his face.

- 2 -
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P 4/22/63

SA JOHN R. PEARSON, III

MURKIN

Shortly after 11:00 A.M., 4/18/68, the writer 
overheard radio transmission on Illinois State Police radio 
between Trooper CHARLES CACHERA and District 9 Headquarters. 
Trooper CACHERA was inquiring about a previous broadcast 
regarding a blue and white 1958 Chevrolet with South Carolina 
license plates which was driven by an individual who resembled 
ERIC STARVO GALT. Trooper CACHERA advised he had the car 
under surveillance at Giuffre Buick.

The writer joined Trooper CACHERA along with 
Corporal DARRELL MARTIN, Corporal MICHAEL SMITH, Trooper JOHN 
DAVIS and Trooper CHARLES STATON.

The writer was advised by Trooper JOHN DAVIS that 
an individual called District 9 Headquarters advising that he 
had seen an unknown individual resembling GALT driving a 
blue and white 1958 Chevrolet, two-door hardtop, bearing 1968 
South Carolina license D165935 on Ninth Street, Springfield.

The unknown individual upon departing in the 1958 
Chevrolet from Giuffre Buick was stopped by Trooper CACHERA.

The writer was then joined by SAS WILLIAM ROBERTS, III 
and ROBERT RASCOE. This unknown individual identified himself 
as GLENN HAYWARD PICKETT. He displayed South Carolina drivers 
license showing his address to be Route 3, Box 62,
Prosperity, South Carolina, 
as follows: . ____ '

DOB: 
HEIGHT: 
WEIGHT: 
HAIR: 
EYES:

_2-/- _ Springfield (44-561) . ~^~ 
JRP/smr

His description was reflec

5’11"
170 pounds
Light brown
Qreen j

SEARCHED,...-....-INDEXED______/
SERIALIZEDxgg^flLED-^gitgJ-

APR 2 2 1963
FBI—SPRINGFIELD
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also displayed Selective Service card 
^^^^^H^nd Social Security card ^^^^^^| PICKETT 
advised he was honorably discharged on 1/21/56 as a Corporal 
from the United States Marine Corps, Serial Number H^^^H 
He advised that he recently arrived in Springfield and is
staying with his brother, ROSS PICKETT, 1710 North Wolf, 
telephone 528-0964, who has been employed for the last 
seven years by Sangamo Electric. He stated he previously 
resided in Prosperity, South Carolina, and worked with his 
brother-in-law, 0. W. WATTS, JR. at Watts Sinclair.

His vehicle was searched by the above mentioned 
Troopers, and no unusual items were noted. The Chevrolet 
bore VIN 58S211508. A bullet hole was noted on the right 
front window as having penetrated from the inside and exited 
on the outside.

PICKETT was appropriately eliminated as being 
identical with GALT as PICKETT had several pronounced scars 
on his face.

2
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) date: 4/22/68

from : ASAC, DONALD T. SULLIVAN P.

subject: MURK IN

Incidental to our investigation to locate JAMES 
EARL RAY, Mr. KOFFMAN from State Parole Records, telephonically 
advised the office that he was receiving press pressure 
to make available background information concerning RAY 
since he was an Illinoian. KOFFMAN desired to make 
all possible lead information available to the FBI before 
such was released to the press. Therefore, Agent 
ROBERT BLUM RASCOE was dispatched to Mr. KOFFMAN*s office 
where Mr. KOFFMAN furnished Xerox copies of parole records 
which have been reviewed for lead information.

Subsequently, over news broadcast much local 
flavor information concerning RAY has been broadcast 
including his arrest record.

A citizen complaint was received that an 
individual riding a train through Mount Pulaski resembled 
the photograph made public of subject as ERIC STARVO 
GALT and following this, contact was had with the Clinton 
County Sheriff’s Office which intercepted a north-bound 
freight train and temporarily detained an individual 
unlawfully riding the train so that he might be properly 
identified.

SA JAMES M. BACHMAN was dispatched to Clinton to 
establish this individual’s identity to eliminate him as 
a suspect.

Contemporaneously, the office has been beseiged 
with telephone calls from various nev/s media including 
Associated Press both in Springfield and Chicago, Illinois, 
wishing confirmation that the FBI had KING’S slayer in custody. 
The record has been set straight with these people by the 
office, but since there is this much press interest in this 
one suspect being eliminated, the Bureau was telephonically 
advised of all up-to-date developments.

2 I- SI (44-561) 
prs:sjs
(2)
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SI 44-561

JAMES BLAND, Number 1 in the Crime Records Section 
was furnished pertinent facts concerning the above 
as well as Supervisor HEGELSON in the General Investigative 
Division.

- 2 -
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SAC, SPRIWIEh (44-561) 4/22/68

ASAC, DOI&W T. SULLIVAN P.

HURKIN

Incidental to our investigation to locate JAMES 
EARL RAT, Hr. KOFFMAN from State Parole Records, telephonically 
advised the office that he was receiving press pressure 
to stake available background information concerning RAY 
since he was an lllinoian. KOFFMAN desired to sake 
all possible lead information available to the FBI before 
such was released to the press. Therefore, Agent 
ROBERT BLUM RASCOE was dispatched to Mr. KOFFMAN’s office 
where Mr.KOFFMAN furnished Xerox copies of parole records 
which have been reviewed for lead information.

Subsequently, ever news broadcast much local 
flavor information concerning RAY has been broadcast 
including his arrest record.

A citizen complaint was received that an 
individual riding a train through Mount Pulaski resembled 
the photograph made public of subject as ERIC STARVO 
GALT and following this, contact was had with the Clinton 
County Sheriff*s office which intercepted a north-bound 
freight train and temporarily detained an individual 
unlawfully riding the train so that he might be properly 
identified.

SA JAMES M. BACHMAN was dispatched to Clinton to 
establish this individual’s identity to eliminate him as 
a suspect.

Contemporaneously, the office has been beseiged 
with telephone calls from various news media including 
Associated Press both in Springfield and Chicago, Illinois, 
wishing confirmation that the FBI had KING’S flayer in custody. 
The record has been set straight with these people by the 
office.^ but since there is this much press interest in this 
one suspect being eliminated, the Bureau was telephonically 
advised of all up-to-date developments.

MB/-SI (44-561) '
<\J)TS: sJs '

(2)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

SEARCHED ,u INDEXED .....
SERIALIZED {^C^jilED ^’z^"

, APRS 9 1968
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SI 44-561

JAMES BLAND, Number 1 in the Crime Records Section 
was furnished pertinent facts concerning the above 
as well as Supervisor HEGELSON in the General Investigative 
Division.

- 2 -
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FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
G$A GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC (137-1721) DATE 4-22-68

CE C> DSI □ R (Prob) 
from sa CHARLES R. WOOD, JR.

□ PCI □PSI QR

SUBJECT: SI 1561-C D

Dates of Contact
4-19-68

Titles and File #s on which contacted
44-561, MURK IN______________________________ _____________

Purpose and results of contact

□ NEGATIVE
KXPOSITIVE
□ STATISTIC

Informant said he was acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY and may 
have at some time met this individual. He feels he has only 
a very vague recollection. He said he did seem to recall that 
RAY was, at one time, an associate of Big Pug Fisher or Little 
Pug Fisher, who were police characters and pimps from the Alton 
area.

The above information was discussed with the ASAC by telephone.

| | Informant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact.

Rating
VG

Coverage
As previous

SEARCHED_______ INDEXEtAz^,

APR 41968 /
/^ FBI — SPRlNGric.uDy_\ ra '137-1721

J/- 44-561 
CRW:VLS ILd^/i^^ \|\
(2) II ' '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Request for Agency Check 
FD-356 ( 2-25-63)

INSTRUCTIONS
1. This form may be submitted in legible HAND PRINTING.

2. Use separate form for each person on whom record is 
requested.

5. Indicate office for reply in lower left corner. Also list in 
same corner all offices which should receive copies of 
reply. Include carbon for each office receiving copies.

3. Date & place of birth imperative for passport check.

4. Do not use lower right corner.

6. With regard to military records this form does 
deserters.

not apply to

Date
TO: SAC, □ St. Louis □ Denver

□ WFO ®
□ San Antonio SPRINGFIELD

D INS MVB
□ MILITARY
□ PASSPORT

ONLY

□ Other
4/23/68

TITLE:

MURKIN 
RM

Check above-indicated records re:

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aliase s: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _

Alien Reg. # Passport # Service # ____ '__________________________ ___

Sex Race Height Weight Hair Eyes Complexion

Birth Date Birthplace Addre s s

Specific information desired:

Registration of 1968 Illinois License PX2437

Also furnish: J , | Photo
'I . | Handwriting specimens

Return reply to: Telephonically ■ ~

sac Chicago (44-1114)_ ______ ;___ L
Attention SA -__ C-l Section__________

Send copies to:

FOR REPLY ONLY .
| | On basis of information furnished, unable to identify:

| | Military. | | Passport . | | INS
| | Available information attached
| | Photo: | | Attached | j Unavailable
| | Handwriting specimen attached

Inquiry made by:

Billy G. Olenski

Date: . 4/23/68____________________

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration Section, 
Secretary of State, Springfield, Illinois advised that 1968 

Illinois License.PX 2437 issued February LU, 1968 to MARY 
MELONAS, 6006 South Kolmar Ave, Chicago, Illinois for a 1963 
Plymouth &ir, VIN 1332582240, Driver license listed as 
i^^^^H ssn ^■■H

GENKA JONES, Supervisor, Driver License Ssctwi^e^^ary 
of State, Springfield, Illinois advised DL # 
issued 10/24/67 to MARY LOUISE MELONAS, 6006 S. Kolmar Ave, 
Chicago, Illinois. This license expires 10/16/70 and describes 
her as 5'4", 115, brown hair and eyes, DOB

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Form T-2

-Siei) ^tate^ B Diment of ?iiSt

^^mgton, ®. C
APR 21 1968

Tre following is the record of FBI number 42 Director.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER ARRESTED OR 

RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Specicl Agent, 
Chic.-go and Alton 
RR., Kencas City,Ato

William Edward 
Maher, /#.-

10-15-33 robb., 1st. deg.
auto theft- 
aslt. to kill

SP, Jefferson City,

' r 0 -

William Ala her,
' #721, St.

Intermediate Rgf., 
Algoa,-Mo.

1?l—22—33 robb., 1st. deg. 10 yrs.

Oil I, Wash., D. C.
MID, Wash., Q. C.

William Edward 
Maher, #1203

applicant 
for 
position, 
Laclede 
Steel Co. 
Alton, 
Ill., 
4-2-41

Naval Government 
(Guam PD) San 
Fran Calif 
PD Alton Ill

PD St Louis Mo

William Edward 
Maher #3791

William Edard
Maher #7^73 
William Edward 
Maher #--

6-19-49

6-2-51

2-6-54

susp of-drunken 
driving & dist 
the peace 
intox

invest

$125 fine $10 
costs 6-20-49

fined & rel

PD Quincy Ill William Edward 
Maher #--

3-15-57 OMVWI ' pd $230.30



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Aeral bureau of investigate 
v WASHINGTON, D.C., 20537 APR 21 1968

Director.

2
The following FBI record, NUMBER 768 642 ’ ^s furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

All descriptive factors (if any) furnished by you match 
those in our identification file unless herein quoted.

DESCRIPTION AND RELATED DATA:'

Race: white

Sex: male

Height: 6® 2”

Weight: 210

Hair: brown & gray

Eyes: blue

Date and Place of Birth: Bridgeton, New Jersey

Scars & Marks: _ 2" Ct scar on right cheek, cut scars on bridge of nose.
Impediment of speecho Both .ears stand out v/ell from
head. 4” cut scar left forearm outer near wrist

Address: 3-15-57 listed as 1118 East 7th St. Alton, Illinois

Occupation: sign board advertising and painter, laborer

Information shown on this Idem/ . - Jen Record rsp thslife ,da^ JUt^ FBI by fingerprint 
contributors. Wharo final dispesiri.';: ;" / showh or fvrL''r fepldrUrc rm r - ".-vgs is desired, com- 
municak with agency cor:trrF-v'in'? i 71 ' ■ 7m< . .

Notations indicated 07 “ L HOT bus ..a '“’vesti- 
gative leads as being possr’-h- /“. t'cril with s ■1
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