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U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C, 20537

tro: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) Date  4m21-68

N 71 Your inquiry 4=20-=68

MURKIN

XX Attached furnished in reply to your inquiry.
[J Attached furnished in compliance with request from
[ Only record available attached.
{T] This matter is receiving attention and you will be advised at an early date.
(] Supplementing FBI Laboratory report dated
[C] Records FBI #
are furnished since there is a possibility that one may pertain to the subject in whom you are interested.
] Fingerprint files fall to disclose
] Confirming FBI wire of
[j A wanted notice has not been placed as subject appears to be in custody.
E] When you no longer desire your notice maintained, please advise.
[1 If you determine subject to be in custody, please advise so that your notice may be canceled.

[] Subject of your inquiry searched in name indices only. Enclosed record(s) possibly identical. If identical,
resubmit request and wanted (or flash) notice will be placed.

{1 If it is determined that the subject of this record is not the individual in whom you are interested, please advise.
] Your communication is returned.

O

XXEnc. 1
&xcor to: SAC'S, AT, BH, CG, ME, KC, SF, SL.

S—

SEARCHED____TlNDEXED _Z
SERIALIZED £Z7ZENFD .

APR 23 1968
; SPRINGHIELD 1 /21/
fees
w/) |

John Edgar Hoover
Director

N~
e

o - ST — R
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ADDRESS FPENITENTIARY COMMUNICATIONS j‘

TO WARDEN

\ \
/

' ROSS V. RANDOLPH, DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF P]UBLIC SAFETY

|

r
{
- Hlincis State Penitentiary !

MAX P. FRYE.WARDEN
MENARD BRANCH
MENARD. iLLINOIS

April 19, 1968

Special Agent in Charge

g

Federal Bureau of Investigation E

P. O. Box 670 ‘)9,'1 L

Springfield, Illinois e S aiigr!
o //1 /"ﬂ -

Re: Walter T. Rife, Menard No. 31323

Dear Sir:
Pursuant to a telephone request of this date, enclosed
please find descriptive phidographs of the above named

subject.
Very truly yours, \\\‘
j
5
\’Y\“—\b@:ﬁm@\ ? I
Max P. Frye
WARDEN 1
{
MPF/1c \g i
|
Enclosures j

0

P. S. After this letter was typed, another call was received from
Agent Green in Belleville requesting that 80 additional photographs \
of the above named subject be forwargd to your office. These -
photographs will be printed tomorrow and mailed 1mmed1ate1y

SLCHED £
SERIALIZEDL -

APK?

FBi — orrunarietD [ ), /
ﬂW | W
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4/23/68
 AIRTEL
FO: | DIRECTOR, PBI (44~38861)
| TN DI LABORATONY
PROX: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

| SEBJRCT: MKUBKIN

Snczaﬁa& herewith ﬂﬁ@'ﬁh”ﬁ@ p&at cards gﬁﬂumaiﬁﬁﬁ
1080, T/RT/6R, wmd 7/29/8%F, which were woitten by JAEES
BARL BAY's brother, &@ﬁx, aka FACK RAY, €0 him asiwier. Tiese
izri made availiable by Mre. $ﬂ§£§ Jﬁ*ﬂ AYAR LONIAX, Chicago,
Iinwis.

The Haadwriting Tait, ¥FBI Lah@ratoryf is r&gn«stsﬁ 10
cozmpere the hnadwriting on the eaciowed eards with 21l
guesiioned nendwriilsyg v capiiooed ¢eze. 1t is rogussled thei
these cawxis be retusmed to ihe Chicage Division wpon cuspletien
of sxasisation since Nrs. UONIAN reguesied tbheir returz.

2 - Buregu (Bpce. 3)
1 - Wensph ie (¥nto){44-~-1387)

3 o~ Piveivghan (Info) (44-51748)
.~ Atlants (Info) (44~23B48)

- Springlieid (szm} {(44-561)

B - Chivago

83D pas
{9

\“'\r\C fe ) ;

fsLmAuztD /24 %
APRZ 2156587

FB! —SPRINGFIELD

Yt - 56/ —245°
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

X ®
| ' | FBI
Date: 4-19-68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

(Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (u44-760) (P)
MURKIN

Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:

A review of KC 88-9u49, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
®llege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE.

4. Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.

3 - Bureau (44-38861) ﬁmmﬁaww,jN%ﬁDr
@' Memphis . SERIALIZED_.. ff, LFILED £ {nomes

P4

Springfield - APRP 5196
RH.m?gnsas ey FBL;SPMNGHED
(18) , | y'v,>

Approved: Sent er

M Per '
Special Agent in Charge v 4 P
Jy—si,/—2%¢4
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KC 44-760

7. Interview Mrs. MONAN LEE CRAWFORD, 813 N. Main
- Street, Harrisburg, Illinois, sister of RIFE.

8. Interview ROSIE S. RIFE, age 68, 400 College
Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, mother of RIFE.

_ 9. Subject JAMES EARL RAY used address 1438 Cherry,
Quincy, Illinois, on Illinois plates 2-385-409 when register-
ing a 1946 Nash in 1955. (Springfield file 62-0, 6-24-55).

10. Review arrest record #2640, SO, Edwardsville, Ill.
dated 8-30-54.

11. Review arrest record, PD #7514, dated 7-23-51,
at Alton, Illinois. :

12. Review record #19121, dated 7-7-52, at the State
Patrol, Pontiac, Illinois. (Record shows in transit from
Joliet).

_ 13. Subject allegedly entered U. S. Army, 2-19-u46
at East St. Louis, Illinois, U. S. Army SN 16163129.

14. Record indicates subject registered for selec-
tive service at Quincy, Illinois, date not indicated.
Springfield locate and review selective service record re
subject.

15. Review Illinois State records, Drivers' License
Section, Auto Registration Section, and Illinois State Bureau
#463857, for record of motor vehicle registration or driver's
license in the name of subject or RIFE.

16. Interview Mrs. LUCILLE RYAN, 214 Spring Street,
Quincy, Illinois (shown as mother in the record, and possi-
bility she is deceased).

17. Interview an aunt, LUCILLE RYAN, 801 N. 12th,
Quincy, Illinois. ,

18. Interview brothers JOHN and JERRY RYAN, 21
Spring Street, Quincy, Illinois.’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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KC u44-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 1945.

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 195y
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born — at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, Illinois.

Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was reQuested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
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FBI
Date: 4-.19-68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Vig AIRTEL AIR MATIL
(Priority)
e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ot e e e e e o o o e e e S
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760)  (P)
MURKIN

Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished: :

A review of XC 88-94u49, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
Mllege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE.

4. Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)

2 - Memphis . i [WDEX:D f]

Springfield LD LS
3 - Kansas City - APR2 31968
RH:mlb ’ F

Bi—SPRINGF]
(18) | j""*““~———€ﬁ%§::
\.

J
D' A )“
Approved: Sent

M Per
Special Agent in Charge __ ///«‘
YUY —S6I—2¥L
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KC 44-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

: 21l. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 1945.

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 1954
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, Illinoais.
Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Date:. 4-19-68 |
|
|
1
|
|
|

Vig AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)
e e e o )
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (u44-76Q) P
MURKIN

Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:

A review of KC 88-9u4u49, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

l. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
llege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE. :

4, Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)

- M“ .y
2 _- Memphis SEARCHED... o fivno £
30 ipringfé?ld ’ SERIALIZED__{ f AF11. D /
- Kansas Caity
RHmlo /-\PR,‘{'S 7968
(18) FBI — SPRINGFIELD
e
- gf ~
Approved: Sent r /

M Pe
Special Agent in Charge Z/M g& / % éé, ; ,
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 KC 44-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 1945,

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 195!
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born “ at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, 1N01S. :

Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was requested, in covering these
leads, .to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in
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;.- . o

FBI
Date: 4.-.19-68

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)
____________________________________________ )
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (4u4-760) (P)
MURKIN

Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:

A review of KC 88-9.449, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
Mllege Avenue, Quincy, IllanlS, assoc1ate of subject

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE.

.4, Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrlsburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.

3 - Bureau (44-38861) SNWHOWTN» ’
2 - Memphis SERIALIZED... (£ (LAL
Springfield - APR? 31968
RH_ ?gnsas City FBI — SPRINGFIELD
:m
(18) | D
' /
Approved: Sent

M Per
Special Agent in Charge L/L/V Sé// 2¢é
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KC 44-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
" Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 19hh4 to December 1945.

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 195y
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born * at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, Illinois.

Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

Via

e
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Date: 4-19-68

(Type in plaintext or code)

!
|
|
|
|
|
FBI {
|
|
|
]
]
|
|
i
|

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
’ (Priority)
______________________________________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (u4-760) (P)
MURKIN

Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:

revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
llege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RITE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE.

4. Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)

A review of KC 88-3%449, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,

- Memphis ’;
- Sprli)ngf ield - SEARCHED. .. [’ NDEXED %f“
- Kansas City | SERIALIZED._/ /\;_,FILED“ [l
RH:mlb APR 2 31368
(18) , £BI — SPRINGFIELD
NI
RNVAY)
Approved: Sent

M Per
Special Agent in Charge L//L% — % /q,.. Zéﬁé
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KC 4u4-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 1945,

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 1954
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955

was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born * at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, 1no1s.

Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date: 4-19-68 |
i
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plaintext or code) ) ]l .
. AIRTEL AIR MAIL I
Via {
(Priority) |
e e e e e e e e e e o e e e e e e e e e e )
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P)
MURKIN
Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:
5 A review of KC 88-9449, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,

revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
llege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE.

4, Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
- Memphis
.0} Springfield
- Kansas City
RH:m1lb
(18)

SEARCHED..—-

N NthZAQ»
SERIALIZED / LED

AP ’2 1968

£B] — SPRINGFIELD

Approved: : Sent

M Per -
Special Agent in Charge ' L/L/‘”S/é/ — é‘(%{?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176







- ‘

KC 44-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated #-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21, Review émployment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 19hS.

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 195Y
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born * at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, ino1s.

Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date: 4-.19-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

, AIRTEL AIR MAIL
Via -
(Priority)
e e e o ————————— — — L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P)
MURKIN

Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield

information was furnished:
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
llege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE.

‘4. Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.

A review of KC 88-9449, regarding JAMES EARL RAY,

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of

Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following

aka,

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,

3 3 Sureig (44-38861) : SEARCHED...___// JNDEXED .
@ empnis ) | SERiaLized_ /{ A nen -~
Springfield !
3 - Kansas City APR 2 31968
RH:mlb : FB! —SPRINGFIELD
(18) EH
(P "}

Approved: . Sent

M Per =
Special Agent in Charge #é/ - b é/‘-é—ué
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KC w4-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
" Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 13945,

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 1954
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 19355
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, Illinois.
Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was-requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI
Date: 4-19-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

, AIRTEL AIR MAIL
Via
(Priority)
________________________________________________ Lo
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760)  (P)
MURKIN

Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4~19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:

A review of KC 88-9449, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
®llege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE.

4, Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RITE. :

3 - Bureau (4u4-38861)
- Memphis
(@ Springfield
3 - Kansas City
RH:mlb
- (18)

(
Approved: Sent Per

M .
Special Agent in Charge 4’/4/; gé / ’”2%/4 .
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KC 44-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 1945.

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 195!
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born — at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, Illinois.

Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC? KANSAS CITY (uu-760) (P)
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Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:

A review of KC 88-9449, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
Bollege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

v/gi Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE. : ’

4., Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE. : v

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,

Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.
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KC 44-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review émployment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 194t to December 1945.

22. Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 195t
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 1955
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, Illinols.
Springfield verify date and place of birth.

Springfield office was requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.
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Re telephone call to ASAC SULLIVAN, Springfield
Division, 4-19-68, by SA RAY HOMESLEY, in which the following
information was furnished:

A review of KC 88-9449, regarding JAMES EARL RAY, aka,
revealed the following leads in the Springfield Division:

1. Locate and interview WALTER TERRY RIFE, 400
Mllege Avenue, Quincy, Illinois, associate of subject.

2. Review Illinois Penitentiary Record #22674, at
Menard, Illinois, regarding RIFE and furnish photographs of
RIFE to Kansas City and interested offices.

3. Interview FLOYD RIFE, 279 Indian Hills, Quincy,
Illinois, brother of WALTER RIFE. :

4, Interview KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, 321 South
7th Street, Quincy, Illinois, friend of WALTER RIFE.

5. Interview DARLENE CRAWFORD, 332 E. Locust Street,
Harrisburg, Illinois, niece of WALTER RIFE.

6. Interview Mrs. VIOLA MAYFIELD, 2716 Cherry St.,
Quincy, Illinois, sister of WALTER RIFE.
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KC uL4-760

19. Pre-sentence report dated 4-26-55, shows sub-
ject has paternal grandparents and aunts and uncles residing
in Quincy, Illinois, and information should be developed
regarding all relatives of the subject.

20. Interview WILLIAM MAHER, 1118 E. 7th Street,
Alton, Illinois, a relative or friend of the subject.

21. Review employment records at International
Shoe Company, Hartford, Illinois, where subject reported to
be employed May 1944 to December 1945,

22. - Pre-sentence report 4-26-55, shows subject
last employed as painter for uncle in Quincy, Illinois, summer of 195Y
(name of uncle not shown). Last known address in April 196565
was shown as the Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois.

23. Subject allegedly born * at
Decatur, Illinois, Quincy, Illinois, or Alton, Illinois.

Springfield verify date and place of birth.

: Springfield officé was requested, in covering these
leads, to be alert for any information that subject RAY con-
spired with anyone else in the alleged violation.
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PAGE T4O

PERSON FURNISHING INFO CONTAINED ON DEATH CERTIFICATE WAS
NORMAN J. ROBERTS» TWO FOUR ZERO ZERO MAIN ST. (CITY UNKNOWN).
CERTIFICATE INDICATES-RECORbg FROM GEORGE dJ. ROBERTS AND SONS,
FeH.» UNDERTAKER. BODY WAS REMOVED TO GREE&MQNT'CEMETERY, -
QUINCY> ILL. BY GEORGE J. ROBERTS AND SONS,.TWQ ZERO FIVE

LINWOOD AVE.», QUINCY, ILL. IT SHOULD BE NOTED CERTIFICATE OF

DEATH  ALSO LISTS ADBRESS OF TWO FOUR ZERO ‘ZERO MAIN ST.» CITY

~

NOT GIVEN, AFTER NORMAN J. ROBERTS' SIGNATURE. CA{ISE OF DEATH

LISTER AS CARDIQVASCULAR DISEASE.

' SEVEN. RAY CAME TO ALBANY 'IN -NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN FROM FOUR

il

BUFFALO HOSPITAL.

RECORDS: ALBANY PD»> NEGATIVE RE EARL EVERET RAY. LESLIES

CREDIT BUREAU. ALBANY, NY, SHOWS. EARL EVERET RAY RESIDED AND

'

WORKED AT ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB, ALBANY., NY», IN NINETEEN FIFTY .

’

SEVEN SIX FRANKLIN ST.», (BUFFALOs NY, WHERE HE WAS EMPLOYEDR AT

END PAGE TWO
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' PAGE THREE

BUFFALD DIVISION WILL CONTAGTfBUFFALO PD FOR INFO RE. RAY>
ATTEMPT TO IDFNTIFY PERSONS IN NEIGHBORHOOD FOUR SEVEN sIX

WRANKLIN STes IN'EFFORT TO DETERMINF IF SUBJECT EVER VISITFD

\

AREA OR KNOWN TO THEM. . ‘

~

.

LOCATE %FRSONS»ACQUAINTEDlWITH HIM.
 WILL CHECK CITY DIRECTORIES FOR NORMAN J. ROBERTS» TWO

FOUR ZERO ZERO MAIN ST. FQR 'PERTINENT INFO. BUFFALO SHOULD

NOTE ROBERTS PROBABLY'AFFELIA%Eﬁ WITH UNDERTAKING FIRM. WILL.

'

CHECK CREDIT BUREAU FOR ABDITIONAL INFO RE RAY. -
Ruiv |
SPRINGFIELD/CONTACT GEORGE J. ROBERTS AND SONS, TWO ZERO
FIVE LINWOOD AVE., FOR ANY ADDITIONAL PERTINEN; INFO RE RAY.
ALBANY DIVISION WILL CONDUCT NEIFHBORHDOD INVESTIGATION Al
ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB TO DETERMINE ABDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFO
. RE DECEASED.. RAY SHOULB,BE,CONSIBEREB'ARMED AND EXTREMELY

. DANGEROUS .«

END .
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WILL IDENTIFY HOSPITAL WHERE RAY EMPLOYED AND ATTEMPT T0 .
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