








. FBI SPRNGFLD
FRI WASH DC
107 URGENT 4/24/648 4WPK

T0 MFMPHIS SPRINGFIELD ANDP ST. LOUIS

FROM DIRECTOR 2P .
MURKIN

RAY RATLIFF» U.S. CARITAL POLICE, WASHINGTON: D+ G
 CONTACTED THE BUREAU ON APRIL TWENTYFOURs INSTANTS TO
aDVISE HE BELIEVES HE IS DISTANTLY RELATED TO sdsdtcf JAMES
FARL RAY. - RATLIFF STATED THAT HE HAD DISTANT COUSINS
REsiptNG IN THE ELSBERRYs MISSOURI» AREA WITH WHOM HE IS NOT -
PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED BUT WHOSF REPUTATIbg 1S VERY POOR
HE UNDERSTANDS. RATLIFF BFLIEVED THEY WERE THE TYPE OF
PEOPLE WHO WOULD HARBOR SUBJECT RAY IF, HE CONTACTED THEM.
RATLTFF ADVISED HIS BROTHER SAM RATLIFF WOULD KNOW THE
IDENTITY AND LOCATION OF THESE DISTANT COUSINS. $AM RATLIFF
RECENTLY PURCHASED THE FARWM OF HIS GREAT UNCLE; JOHN RAY)\
RECENTLY DECEA$ED, AT ELSBkRRY: AND RAY RATLIFF FELT THAT
' IT WOULD BE NO PROBLEM TO LOCATE SAM RATLIFF AT ELSBERRY-

END PAGE ONE
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PAG& THO
RATLIFF FURTHER ADVISED fHAT HE HAS THO UNCLES>
JMES ORLAN RAY> AT EAST ALTON, ILLINOIS, ANDJJOHN RAY,ude
WORKS FOR THE ALTON Bbg'BoARD COMPANY » ALTON,‘ILLINOIs.
RATLIFF STATED Hls‘u&c;és ARE REPUTABLE PEOPLE AND HE
WOULD HAVE NO REASON TO.BELIEQE THAT THEY WOULD AID THE suaJtcT
IF HE IS KNOWN TO THEM..ZJOHN RAY IS sEPARéTEB FROM HIS WIFE.,
MARGARET RAY, ANé.sﬁE.cdRRENTLx RESIPES AT BUNKER”HILL, ILL.
| THE 'ABOVE INFORMATION IS BEING FURNISHED THE SPRINGFIELD -
'AND‘ST.'LQUIS ofFIcgé FOR fHﬁiR A1 In LGCAT}NG Pos§;BLE
RELATIVES OF SUBJECT. RATtIFE"gE@Gﬁs%EB His'IBENTITY Nbf BE
 DIVULGED TO'HISAREPATIVES. ! ' |
- END ' |
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

FBI

Date:

/22,68

| (Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL

Vig ‘ ATRVMAIL ,
: (Priority)
_ _—_;%-, _________________________________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, (L4-38861)
FROM SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) )
SUBJECT: MURKIN PRI
CR '
(00: MEMFHIS)
7or the information of receilving offices, Subject
JAMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last known to be in the Atlante,
Georgla, area on 4/5/68. Inuens;ve investigation by the
Atlanta Office to cdate has nct estahlished modas of trans-
portation utilized by R’V afber 4/5/68 through checks with
transportation companies, car rental agencies, ete.
- Bureau 2 - Miami
- Baltimore - Mobile
- Birmix ’"‘—" azin - Newvark
- Ch ar1ﬁ+te - New Orieans
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
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- |
P ¢ |
FBI !
| 5
Date: : |
|
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plaintext or codel :
Via JII
|

(Priority)

T 44-2386

All recelving offices are requested to check car
receoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen
from the State of Georgla subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider
same to have been poOS sible mode of transportation for Subject

RA? The same consideration should be ngen to apJ cars
recﬁvpred in the nesar future that wers slen from the State
of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those instaﬂces where cars were
stolan from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannct
otharwise be accounted for, lnvestigation should be conducted
te determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and

transported sane.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

Approved: ’ Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) .
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Transmit the following in

F Bl

Date:

I/22/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

Vig AIRTEL ATRMAIL
(Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-23836) (P) ,
SURJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)
; For the information of receiving offices,
JAT "S EA?h RLY, Aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta,

Lizad g

ea on 4/5/68.

axr

Intensive investig

e
Atlanta Office To daite has not establishned mode
portation utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 through checks with

e
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ation by the
of trans-

trangpvortation companles, car rental agencies, etec.
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2 - Baltimore 2 ~ Mobile
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2 - Jacksonville (f:i Springfield
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2 - Little Rock 2 - W¥0

.2 -~ Louisville 2 - Atlanta

2 - Memphis ' . SEARCHED INDEXED

2 - Miami JgL:r;b SERIALIZEQeZRZENED. e 2ot

‘- (69) APR2 41968
FBI— SPRINGFIELD

2 A
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FD-36 (Hf.%v. 5-22-64)

K
/ . - FBI
: { . Date:

i (Type in plaintext or code)

Via

(Priority)
AT 44-2386

A1l recelving offices are requested to check car
recoverles within their respective divisions cf cars stolen
from the State of Georgla subsequsnt to 4/4/68, and consider
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject
REY{ The same consideration should be given to any cars
recevered in the near future that were stolen from the State
of Qeorgia after 4/L/68, 1In those instances where cars were
stqian from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannct
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should te conducted
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and
transported same.

Approved: Sent il Per _
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 {Rev. 12-13-58) ‘ : .

FBI

Date: 4,/23/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

Via

t__-l._.—__._—__——.._..__—-

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, KANSAsf CITY (44-760) P

MURKIN ol
Enclosed for each Office is one copy of a pre-
sentence report prepared regarding JAMES EARL RAY for the
. U, S, District Court, Western District of Missouri, Kansas
"~ City, Missouri, dated April 26, 1955, This report contains
background information regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including
his travel through numerous states in connection with the
theft and passing of stolen money orders in March, 1955,
RIFESlocated and interviewed Quincy, Illinois. :

All Offices are requested to review the enclosure
thoroughly for the purpose of covering all pertinent leads
suggested in the enclosure, This coverage should include,
if not already done, a check of all places where the
subject is listed as having been incarcerated, all places
at which he is believed to have visited in the passing of
stolen money orders, and any other investigation, including
contact of law enforcement agencies, credit bureaus, )
public sources, informants and any other logical investi-
gation suggested by the enclosed material which might
assit in developing information helpful in locating JAMES
EARL RAY at this time,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

3 - Memphls "(Enc. 1) 2 - Miami (Enc, 1) ..
2 - Chicago (Enc. 1) 2 - New Orleans (Enc, 1)
| 2 - Jacksonville (Enc, 1) 2 - Omaha (Enc, 1)
2 - Little Rock (Enc, 1) 2 - St, Louis (Enc, 1)
2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 1) /2/ Springfield (Enc, 1)
JLK:ak 2 - Tampa (Enc, 1) N
(25) 2 - Kansas City ¥ SEARCHED 1_/_..7** /. INDEXED

SERIALIZEDZZZASILED.... ..
APR 2 % 1960

. Ft:l——.,r’k:N(:HcLD /, /

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge s s —RS
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-58) . .

FBI

Date: 4/23/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

Via

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P
MURKIN “

Enclosed for each Office is one copy of a pre-
sentence report prepared regarding JAMES EARL RAY for the
U, S, District Court, Western District of Missouri, Kansas
City, Missouri, dated April 26, 1955, This report contains
background information regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including
his travel through numerous states in connection with the
theft and passing of stolen money orders in March, 1955,

RIFE loceted and interviewed Quincy, Illinois.
LEADS .

All Offices are requested to review the enclosure
thoroughly for the purpose of covering all pertinent leads
suggested in the enclosure, This coverage should include,
if not already done, a check of all places where the
subject is listed as having been incarcerated, all places
at which he is believed to have visited in the passing of
stolen money orders, and any other investigation, including
contact of law enforcement agencies, credit bureaus,
public sources, informants and any other logical investi-
gation suggested by the enclosed material which might
assit in developing information helpful in locating JAMES
EARL RAY at this time,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- Miami (Enc., 1) :

3 - Memphls (Enc. 1) 2 L
2 - Chicago (Enc. 1) 2 - New Orleans (Enc. 1)
2 - Jacksonville (Enc,.1) 2 - Omaha (Enc, 1)
2 - Little Rock (Enc, 1) 2 - St., Louis (Enc. 1)
2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 1) //z/f Springfield (Enc, 1)
JLK:ak 2 - Tampa (Enc, 1)
(25) 2 - Kansas City ey~ oo L
1 SERIALIZEN 2227501, c.u,.,,z&{]
J APR2 1 1576 k
i Fm—ur’Rn\lGFlr_lD
| 99
Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge s s 250
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4/20/88

AIRTEL

G DIRECTOR, PBI (44-38861)
YROM: HAC, CHICAGO (44~1114)

SUBJIECT: BURKIN

Re Chicsge teletype dnted 4/10/65.

Eelosced haresith for the Buresy and interested
cffices im ons Xaerox copy of the file ve JAMES B. RAY, lomste
M¥omber 1912) dated 7/9/3% from the I8P, Poutise, Yllimeoie.
Alse exelosed iz sme copy of the inhieaga. Police Lopartmont
file re JANES RAY.  Io addition, thers is eaclesad a Xerox
gopy of the Took i;wnty F2il inmate cerd) dated $/13/52, re
JAMES XK. k}t/ : ' o

ARNED AND DANGEROUR.

3 - Burean {(Evs. 3)

1 ~ Memphiz (®nc. 3) (46*1%73

1 -~ Birminghsm (34~1740) (Eec. 3} -
(- Springfield (Ene. 3)(44-561%07 c
1 -~ Eansas City (44-780) (Enc, 3)

1 - Atlants (44~2388) (Enc. 3)

3 - Ohicero

RID:MID
- {8)

A — 5, - 2
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Gharge . Robberv (GLJ‘) o '
¢; \F,‘., N
P &
. May 9, 1952, Held over to Grand Jury, 73,000 ~00 Bond @
o . - : ' Judge Hartigan. : RGN

o Arr 0ifs, Green & NcDonopgh °5th Dist,
- _ . WITNESSES

Paulina St., : - o
o //JJ& ' "
o . Trial before Judg’e/ /f.z Zé f@/jjf/7 ////Z /Ao JZW (é /m;f
/J/fm/f 7}.52 ,f /Oauﬁpe /L /7},/2/ N
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B . , DEPAMMn\’r OF PUBLIC 54 . S
4.~ - W DIVION OF THE CRIM‘I_).QL__ ,;51 B T R J
PR S . BOATTAC UNIT . | L : 1

- -PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY

§ Inmate BAY  Jo-go W : No._19192% Age 27  Date_7-19-5% '
't . L N
s ’ ‘ Voo | |
i This Professional Summary is be-mw precared at the request of the United States Pen- .

£

former immate 1s serving a sentence

s
itentiary at Leavenworth, ;"vwas, vhera tais
of 3 wyears 2n 1d @ months for sor ing Honey (‘rdors. This reqiest was forwardsd fro
il ‘the Jolist Diagncstic Depotes The mabteris .'L this Summary is derived from the files
) of t'.h.e Criad nologist and shou 10 be regard d as Cu.lfldentl“l& '

J

i naate wes received at the uolm,o Ciasnostic T ‘:)Ot 6—13-;2, serve a sentence of

; 1 3o 2 years for Roober;. de had held up a t;ncao ariver in Chicago, talting his 4
i Vvehicle,and was apprehended shortly therzafter by the poli ce, vho shot him during ‘
the capturs. He aduitted his guilt, stabing that he was heavﬂj intoxicated and

: ‘ ~had uszd a pipe in place of a gun, plecing it ab the back of the driver's body. ile :
i1 ! had prw*o usly been on a 2-ya2ar probation in Los Anseles, California, for burglary,
i .. - he being caavn., in. t‘xp 4ct of ent»:rin.g a restaurant from a back sth_u:".ac.,/. f

4 ' . ‘Ee was born at Alton, Tll;wo“ 3-10-28, the oldsst of three c 71ilc.re.n, his fati

4 . Tworking regolarly as a **11:-0::0’ brei-:e?;::: wniil his doath in 197. He was rai

primarily in Quincy, J1llinois, wher atad m edghth grade and late :

some nigh school training under the Cv. T l. Ie was in tre Aray bei u.,.,\_*‘z 2-18-45
] d

8
A
" b
?‘?

p nd 12-23-1:8, whan he was honorably discharced for lack of adaptability. He had
i been in Chicago for a short time prior to the ofrense, and had had several short term
&

He was unmarried, and secsed 10 be

Jjobs as a fezctory hand or storerocon worker,
gicnal alconolic’ eXcessesSs

somewhat of a ol;t’:rj person, uiih occay

RXTLE Y Lt

On the Army f\lp"la exaniuatiorz, he scored 121, or superior. It was “v*-ou'f?;t that he
had no systc:aatlc delinquent traivs, and ..yec““garuon at JO"lulZlC was reconnmended.

ﬂt Pontiac, he requ uns 80 pl ed, after a

G ested a farm assignment, and D
the innates! Kitchen. I'e woriked 25 a coox in tie faram ‘dormitory, and a helper
i 1“1 the officers quarters, and was alugys con sid ered an average worker. i‘e had no

pum hment reportse.

Lrasa

o,  dated x-31-5,3, is essentially regative,

1

i .The latest medical repor® in our possossis

.end he vas never referred to the Psychiatrist for any unusual or ao“om-ﬂ behavics.
L Qur office had a."couple of routine contdcts with h_n, and it 's:.)peare that he had been

-behaving unstably ever since leaving the ! Armayy and that he was supject to im nulsr\re
,del.LnQuenb behavior in conmnscticn with drinking, which, in turn, was related to
his tendency to become easily discouraged. Our last contact with him was on 2-19-5k.

-Fe was discharged by expiration of sentence on 3-12-SL.-

S 7,

(. I\
« Symon

| L o ) e o : Sm:ervn.sm« Socidlogist
i

D T R

S - B Y

S z N | .
L . - . - -~ ~ . 4

- s cmnsnantt N ‘_
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
: LT DEPARTML‘,N”" OF PUBLIC SAr=TY
DIVISIO\I OF THE CRIMINOLOGIS’I‘
- o/ . - -
PATPTAL UNIT
RELEASE PROGRESS REPORT :
Name Y, J=res F. : No. 103.21 Age 25 Color. Date_2-15=5)
: \ C
DISCHARGE DATR -12-5k '
: N - oy 3 N
CRIVMINOLGGIST COPY¥
Irmate wa f’mlt ed to the Joliet Diagnostic Depot on 6-13-52,
- under a zentence of 1 to’'2 yesars for Robbery, and was transferred
. N - . 4 id
to Pontiac on 7-7-52. On 5-1L-53, he was given the Max "X
ef‘fective 3-12 -54. Do o
Trmaue makes no p al co‘.ml i " He has received no pun~
i i.;l.neno raports, - . :
Tnnate received no vi glts, and co*ros*nond with his mother and
) brotheb. : : :
f:e,is now assi{tnéd to the Henor farm, where he has becn zlrnost
continuously,except for a brief period in the inmates' kitchen.
At -present, he is considered a good worker in-the officers! :
quarters, and has been congidered 2 good cwok in the past.
Mis future nl~*1=".rc mdu finite, althoughh= will go to Quincy,
'_Illinois, first . : : ,
.. Inmate's delinquencies seenm due to. ir.':pulsi e beharior, esp c1<:llj
...vhen drinking. There is a relationship to inmate's terdenCJ
"~ 10 te easily diccouraged, and tr‘s 'be néency still exist o
Tnmeté has alvzys been considered %o be without psych sis or
. mentzl defect and, whaile in the institution and during the pres
ent examination, hns evidenced no otsh-vior which mi; ho indicate
the nead for a specisal psychiatric exanination at tne present
tlme, J.though ong will be aute"“:)uea if possivle.
The pe O“n051u is doubt"ul. o
L ~ Stow E, Symon
U - Supervising Sociologist
SEStfmh .
‘ o/
A
o A Y
(]
y !
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. . SUATE OF ILLINOIS . ' N
o DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SANSR'Y I

%77 iwe.. DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST
’ pomran UNIT
‘ PAROLE PRO ESS REPORT
Name__R3Y, Japes %, No.___ 1721 27 " Age___ 25 Color Ty ta  Date_ 11-2-33 .
Hearing_Minizum C=2e B ' o  Docket Yav. 1237 -

He haz 1h2d no punishment rsports.

iHe nag had no visits, and corraso

SES:fmh

[41]

etilology of inmqt s

2 %o have been hiznly
vovld Judze that some traun
care %o tell, or casnnoi ver
unhaep)dy, snd therc have bean
outg d°31qqa°nu onﬁqvio“ conne

% cémn]at IJ known. He
b 2aving the Arpy, and wa

e ocvurred which ne &oes net
gsesme %o b2 rather so ary and
vo inetancee of ooorly tnou”nt
ériqklno.

O
LSRN IR

¥
R
4]

(D (ol

N
Q. Lot () D
L e B R

{4 0

o5

an interest in a Tarm acsliznment, and
e t temporari Iy,-unui] an osening de-

veloped on the farm. He haz b ‘,qca to *“P farn canq¢nzougly

since Aungu=§, 1952, ae helpe She Tarm dorniftory kitcuasn. Tha rejort

of 10-21-52 char"cue iz2d4 hin as average in hie &t itude and in hils

abllisy to get along with eoffizersz =nd inmatez. The re

stated tast ae was good, aa far as °Et1 nde toawerd hi

cerned, and 2bility to zget alony wita ox;lce?c and ot

but tinat e w28 only felir 2 a2 proficiency, init

and ability to work in the e :unlty wers coancer

Then 2dmitted, inmate expres=ad
was placed in the inmat

con-

|J 5] )'

-

N . .
Little 1=z ¥nown 28 %o the associationzl paitern or frienda.

DOT ]
I releesed nn "171 1"V° to be azszisted by The

e Ty al Tor uz to maka an’ adtequate
1ew af the two ¥nown instances of i1mpul
e ita 4rinkinz, %he lack of =ang cotl n

and the azc 2% whilcha tals n2ttern wos cont
he wonld eventually repeat this 2

O
o O ot g g
-

Al

[&)
@
)
R3]
<
jrs
O
Y3
-

Muen wosz depend upon his odbtailninz . zones sort of placament wlth whlch
ne would ve satisfi=d, and which would place him witn £20ple who were

t2¥%inz an intereet in alm.

The p o*nooiﬂ seams ta be prodlematic to doudbtful.

SHED —____INDEXED
SERIALIZED.

i Ztow . Symon
. Supervising Socioifj&&x : )
: = : Pl pot= | ,

oo
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MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC DATE: 4-19-68
FROM : Wc SULLIVAN (44-561)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

In order to afford instant case expedite coverage
the following agents will be available for the indicated shifts:

Friday night, 4-19-68
S5 p.m. to midnight - SAs GIGLIO and RASCOE,

Saturday, 4-20-68

9 a.,m. until leads covered - SAs ROBERTS and GROOMS.

Sunday, 4-21-68

SAs PEARSON and RITT will be available at home
to cover any leads necessary.

Monday, 4-22-68

S p.m, on - SAs GOSS and WILKERSON will be available
to cover necessary leads.

Ci?— 44-561
1 - GIGLIO
1 - RASCOE
1 - ROBERTS
1 - GROOMS
1 - PEARSON Prom—
1 - RITT INDEXED
1 - GOSS SER'AL'ZM,.FILED,%’_{
1 - WILKERSON APR19 1968
1 - Switchboard FBl —SFRINGFIELD

DTS :VLS [

[ 4

ST 5L UL

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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The following FBI record,

UNLIIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

NUMBER

405942 G

I5TICE

¢

4-23-68 307 HjC

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS

'CONTRIBUTOR OF

ARRESTED OR

o wm

FINGERPRINTS - NAME AND NUMBER RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION
Arnmy James Earl Ray . |February
_ #16 163 129 19, 1946
Sheriff's Office James Earl Ra& . |October suspicion of
Los Angeles, ‘ #B-119908 11, 1949 | burglary-
California
Police Department |James Earl Ray [October suspicion | 8 months County
Los Angeles, #139648 11, 1949 | 459 Penal Code Jail suspendad:
" California (burglary) 2 years
probation
served; first
90 days County
Jail; 1438
December. 30,
1849 Cg129438
Sheriff's Office James E, Ray April 18,| vagrancy
Cedar Rapids, lowa |#5937 1850
Police Department [James Earl Ray July 23, | no operator's releasad to pay
Alton, Illinois #7514 1951 license = no later '
tate License -
. no City License
Police Department |James Ray May 6, robbery {(Gun) Grand Jury
Chicago, Illinois |7D90E98 1952 $3000
Cook County Jail James Ray May 9, robbery June 13, 1952
Chicago, Illinois |#131165 1652 sentenced to
penitentiary
1 to 2 years
State Penitentiary |James E, Ray June 13, | robbery 1l tc 2 years
Joliet, Illinois #32419 1952 ' ’
tate Penitentiary [James E, Ray July 7, robhbery
Yontise, Illinois [#15121 532
SEARCHED
SERIALIZED 2
ONE XEROX APR 24 1968
COPY MADE FBI — SPRINGFIELD | |
FoZe 4 L 2 o ts L
DA™e  INITIAZS Cm N

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprinisin £3! files but are list
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

e
hd)o’\liy as mveyhg:.rv\e leads os

John Edgar Hoover

- S5gs - R
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following FBI record, NUMBER

UNZ

ED STATES DEPARTME
_FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20337

405 942 G

MT OF

! STiCE

14

4-23-68 307 HJC

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this ldentification Record represents data furnished FBl by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

‘%ﬂé‘é‘gg,ﬁ,;’ F NAME AND NUMBER “féé;femon CHARGE  DISPOSTION
Sheriff's Office |James Earl Ray- August burglary and
Edwardsville, 72640 © |30, 1954 | larceny
Illinois
Police Department |James E, Ray March 23, investigétibn
Hannibal, 740714 1855 of breaking and
Missouri entering Post

Office

State Highway James Earl Ray March 23, cashing stolen freleased to
Patrol #B-3376 1955 ' postal money Postal Inspectiox

Macon, Missouri

United States
Marshal '
Kansas City,
Missouri

Sheriff’'s Office .

Kansas City,
Missouri

- United States
Penitentiary

- Leavenworth,
Kansas

Pnlice Demartment
Saint Louis,
Ciszouri

James Earl Ray
#12018

James

Earl Ray
#29637 '

James Earl Ray

772493-L

March 28,
1955

March 28,
12565
July 7,
1855
Cctober
10, 1959

orders

forgery United
States Postal

- Money Order

Forgery -
Covernmant

Pozt Ofifice

Laws

Forge - Money

Orders '

suspicion of
Wnoy

Bpril 5,

Kansas City,
Missouri
Farch 24, 195635

sentenced to
15 months
custody of

July 7, 1955
3 years an

months

’:3 48]
o L

3 vears and 8
months May 20,
1958 conditi
release
1959 maxinun
1958
conditional

pf Post Cffice
forgery Post -
Office Money
Orders

Noictions indicated by

A i e e e e e

* are NOT based on fingeiprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads os
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Direcior

3

Wttorney Goneral

n'!‘\-v
PR
o
March 27

release on chayy



UNIIED S?AT%S DEPARTMENT OF U L;ﬂs’:E ' .
FEDERAL BURZAU OF INVESTIGATI 4-23-68 307 BjC
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 S '

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G . . » is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

B — -
O s NAME AND NUMBER AR:EECSE,E\?ED“ CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department |James Earl Ray October |[suspicion of
Saint Louis, #81071 . 16, 1959 [robbery
Missouri , stealing and

) fugitive other
authorities

State Penitentiary|{Janes Earl Ray March 17, "1C" 20 years (20,
Jefferson City, #00416 1960 operating motor {7, 5,
Missouri : . vehicle without |concurrent)

permission of

owner

robbery first

"b/m DDW"

(2 charges)

State Hospital James Earl Ray September Patient
Number 1 _ #37045 C-5 8,.1966" )
Fulton, Missouri '

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FB files but are listed only s investigative leads os

being possibly identical with subject of this record.
y
John Edgar Hoover

Dirocior
T T 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BURSAU OF INVESTIGAT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

4-23-68 307 HJC
4~ * ' o

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION 1S NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

NTRIBUTOR OF
COFINGEgRINTS NAME AND NUMBER AR:SSLE&DOR CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eanpl Ray for| escape April 23,] 1967
(operating motor |vehicle without permission of -
owner; robbery first degree '"b/m of a D & Di'")
(will extradite) |[Notify Warden State Penitentiary
Jefferson City, Missouri information received
May 10, 1967, ‘

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only us invesiigative leads os
being possibly identical with subject of this record.
: John Edyar Hoover
Director
‘ 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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I-=Bureau

The following FBl record, NUMBER

UNITED STATES D

405 9

FEDERAL BURZAU OF INVESTIGATI
WASHIMSTCN, D.C. 20537

ZPARTMENT OF

42 G

i%é‘%?;i

, is furnished FGR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

e

. . '3

4~23-68 307 HIC

Information shown on this Idantification Record represents data furnished FB8l by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLAMATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF
FINGERPRINTS

NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED

CHARGE

DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREAU

file #88-41730 Of
information rece
CAUTION: ARMED 2

Alias:

WANTED BY BUREAU:
Harvey Lowmyer,
Fugitive Index #3
Origin Memphis.
CAUTICN: ARMED &

Tl

PRGNV Y FEC PSS TSL S

James Wal

rfice of C
ved July

\ND DANGEROUS

teon

\MD DANGEROUS

James Harl Ray, also kngwn as,
James McBride, James Walycn, W.C. Herron,
James O'Conner, Jim, for unlawful flight tg
custody-robbery first Fuglitive Index #121426 Bureau
rigin Kansas City
27,1967.

avoid

Eric Stlarvo Galt, also known as

fohn Willard, Civil Rights—Conspiracy
27540 Bureau File #14-383¢1 Office of
nformaticn received April

19,1963,

)
v'l
R
[

Notations indicated by ® are NOT besed on fingarprinks in F2I #

being possibly idantical with subject of this record.

<

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

las but are listed only as invsstigative leads s

Johin Edgor Hoover
Diroctor
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“The following FBI record, NUMBER

’u FD STATES Di‘-mmm;\n OF @5
~ PEDERAL BURTAU OF IMNVESTIGATIC i ) _
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20.’)37 \ e ke

405-942=G'

1=

1teim

4-23-68 307 HJC

‘

2+, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FB! by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE 1S DESIRED COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

ARRESTED OR | .

. SN o NAME AND NUMBER R CEIVED ‘CHARGE DISPOSITION
Army James Earl Ray . [February
‘ #16°163 129 19, 1946
Shefiff's Office James Earl Ra§ , October suspicion of
Los Angeles, #B-119208 11, 1949 | burglary-
California : ' : ‘
Police Department [James Earl Ray" OctObef suspicion _ 8’months»Count
Los Angeles, 7139648 ' - 111, 1949 | 459 Penal Code Jail suspenca<
California : ' (burglary) 2 years
: . probation
served; first
90 days County
Jail; 148
Decenber. 30,
, _ N 1943 Cs129438
" Sheriff's Office [James E, Ray April 18,| vagrancy
. Cedar Rapids, Jowa |#5937 1950
- Police Department James Earl Ray - |July 23, . no oparator's releasad to na:
. Alton, Illinois 177514 1951 license -~ no laterx
: ' State Licease -
. no City License
" Police Departrent |James Ray lay 6 fobbery (Gun) - Crand Jury
Chicago, Illinois [#D90596 1952 o .$3000 _
 Cook County Jail |James Ray May 9 robbery June 13, 19357
- Chicago, Illinois [#131163 1952 E sentenced to
. B peritentiary
o i to 2 years
- State Penltentlary James E.‘Ray June 132, robbéry 1 to 2 years
Joliet, Illinois |#32419 1952. - | : ' ’
State ?enltentlary Iques E Ray Ju1v 7' roobe Y, 1pto 2 years
Pontisc, Illinois [#15121 1652 %4/51/ Zéﬂi.r-ch 12, 192
' in - { searcren INDEkeD AL fod
Lransier : smmuaméﬁifmm¢éﬁﬁg -
|irom ] AR241988 |
wrRAEE : FBI—SPRINGFIELD\ \ |/
N e’_\\oz\:txl\\\t
1 Cr ° .

Notations indicatad by *

bemg possably ldenhcci wnh sub; cl of this record.

are NOT. based on fingarprins in F31 files but are hsmg mveshga.we leads os

? {[\Q‘dfg (,ki/{\__, John Edgar Hoover V

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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 The following FBI record, NUMBER

l'.wD STATZS DI?A’{T.,‘\.:MT
V' FEDERAL BURZAYU OF IMVISTIS
 WASHINGTON, oc 20937

‘405_,_ 942 G

_.E.; :Ti""- '
4-23-68 307 1HJC

/

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
. FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DES]RED COMMUNICAT"
- WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND NUMBER | ARRestED O CHARGE " DISPOSITION
Sheriff's Office James Earl Ray- August burglary and
Edwardsville, 72640 - |30, 1954 | larceny
Illinois
Police Department |James E. Ray Mareh 23,| investigation
Hannibal, 740714 1955 of breaking and
Missouri ' entering Post
_ Office
State Highway James Earl Ray March 23,| cashing stolen preleased to
Patrol #B-~3376 1955 postal money Postal Inspectio
Macon, Missouri orders Kansas City,
' ' Missouri
Mlarch 24, 1955
United States Jamnes Earl Ray March 28,| forgery United sentenced to
Marshal ' #12018 : 11955 - States Postal 15 months
Kansas City, ' e Money Order custody of
Missouri o ‘ - Attorney Goner:
. Sheriff's Office . |[Jamss Earl Ray March 28, Forgery - July 7, 1955
Kansas City, #29637 N 1¢55 - | Governmant . B years and
"415501“1 ' _ponths
" United States James Earl Ray July 7 Post Gifice 3 years and €
‘Penitentiary #72498--L © 1955 Laws ronths May 20,
 Leavenwortn S Forge ~ Money 1958 condiulc‘
Kansas ' Orders - release March
: S 1959 maxinum
1April 5, 1¢:¢
conc 1t10na1
_frelease on cix
pof Post Offic:
forgery Post
Dffice lMoney
. - Prders.
Police Department |Tanes E"l“l Ray Qctaber suspicion of
Saiat ilouis, 751071 o 10, 1932 | robbory
lissouri ' ' ~

- Notations indicated by *

7 are NOT based on fingerprints in F2I ﬁlps but are Iss?ed on.y as mveahﬂahve leads os
" being possnb ly identical with subr‘ct of this record.

John Edgar- Hoover

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 -
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The following FBl record, NUMBER

- _‘UN.D STATZS DIPARTMINT OF

s

TS .
CFEDERAL BURZAU OF IMVEITIG ATiC!. . . 4-23..58 307 BEJC
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 e S

405 942 G

-, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint centributors, WHERE
* FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUN]CATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRI3UTOR OF

ARRESTED OR

- CHARGE .

'Fulton, Missouri

#37045 C-5

"~ HNGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMSER RECEIVED DISPOSITION
Police Department |[James Earl Ray  [October |suspicion of
Saint Louis, #81071 116, 1959 |[robbery
Missouri o stealing and
- fugitive other
authorities
State Penitentiary|{Janes Earl Ray = [March 17, "TC" <120 years (20,
Jefferson City, #00416 ' 1960 ‘|operating notor 7, 5,
Missouri ' vehicle without concurrent)
permission of
owner
robbery first
"b/rmm DDW"
(2 charges)
-State Hospital James Earl Ray SceptemberiPatient
. Number 1 ,: 1966 o

Notations indicated by *
being possibly |denhcol with subxect of this record

are'NOT baszd on fingarprinits in F2I files bul’ are hsted only as mv«..,hgahve leads os

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

‘ " 16hn Edaar Hoover
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UNITED STATES DIPARTMEMT OF ;UST!CS ’
)¢ FEDERAL BURZAU OF INVISTIS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

4-23-63 307 HJC

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G -, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE
"FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE

WlTH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

NTRIBUTOR OF ARRESTED OR
c?mc;mmrs NAME AND NUMBER RECEIVED CHARGE _ DISPOSITION

" |WANTED: James Eaxyl Ray for| escape April 23,] 1967
(operating motor |vehicle wiithout permission of -
owner; robbery first degrege "b/m of a D & Di'")
(will extradite) |Notify Warden State Penitentiary
Jefferson City, !Nissouri information received
May 10, 1967, ' : '

Notations indicated by * are NOT bcx.»cd on rmgc'prm‘s in FBI files buf are listed only us investigative leads cs

bemg possibly identical with sub;ect of this record.
. John Edgar Hoover

o . i . . Diractor’
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'}:‘r D STATIS DIPARTAMINT @ e

s

. _ _u‘_ul mh" \U OF DNYESTIZATT . 4-23~53 307 HJC
_au » WASJ’.L\gTCN, D.C. 23537 e . .
405 942 G

The followmg FBl record, NUMBER- . is furnished FOR OrFICIAL USE OM.Y
Information shown on this Idantification Racord ropre:ents daota furnished F2) by fingarprint contributors. WHERE

FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DZS! RED COMMUNICATE
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE F‘NG'?P.\.N’TS
ey NAME AND NUMZSER ARESTED Or ouc: - | oissosmon
WANTED BY BUREAU{ James Harl Ray, also knchm as,
James McBride, J3gmes Walycn, W.C. Ferron,
James O'Conner, Jim, for vnlawful flight td avoid
|custody-robbery first Fugitive Index #121426 Bureau
file #88-41730 Ojffice of Crigin Kansas City :
{inforrmation recv_;v‘_d July 27,1957,
CAUTION: ARVED AND DANSIEROUS
Alias: James Walton
WANTED BY BUREAU{ Eric Stlarvo Galt, also Xnown as
Harvey Lowayer, John Willaxd, Civil Rights—Conspiracy
Fugitive Index #127540 Dursau File #44-388§l Office of
Origin Memphis. Informaticn received Apr:.l 19, 1953.
"JCAUTICN: ARMED AND D"QZGZ.‘,DUS ’
»
THIS PAGE SNOULY 1%
FESSRAL IZUDNEAU O
Natstions indicated by * era NOT besed on fingaergrinhs in F2I filas but are listad only as invastigalivo leads &5

being po,sxb}y idantica) with subjcct of this record.

e_t -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E 0. 14176



TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 4/24/68

SA LARRY W, GREEN

MURKIN
Re Atlanta teletype to Springfield dated 4/21/68.

The records of the Menard State Penitentiary,
Chester, Illinois, were search this date by SA LARRY W.
GREEN. The records were made available by MAX P, FRY
Menard State Penitentiary.

The records searched contained no reference to
RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS or JAMES EARL RAY. The known aka's
for CURTIS were searched with negative results. No
reference in the inmate files could be found on JAMES
DAVID DAILEY.

MAX P, FRY stated that if the persons whose
names have been searched were at oOne time at Menard
State Penitentiary but were subsequently transferred to
Joliet State Penitentiary, their record would not be
reflected at Menard, but would be contained in the
record files at Joliet. FRY stated that the names searched
are unfamiliar to him.

.

Ca - Springfield (44-561)
1WG/bir _oy_FBI= SPRINGFIELY) , //

), . AN |

A A

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan - sg — 2 /ﬁ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) | 4/24/58
SA LARRY W. GREEN

MURKIN
Re Atlantz teletype to Sprimgfield dated 4/21/68.

The records of the Menard State Penitentiary,
Chester, Illinois, were search this date by SA LARRY W,
GREEN. The recorda were made available by MAX P, FRY
Mennrd State Penitentiary,

'rke records searcha& contained nc referencu te
RAYHMOND LEWIS CURTIS or JAMES EARL RAY, The knowr aka's
for CURTIS were searched with negative results. No
reference in the inmste files could be foumd on JAMES
DAVID DAILEY. .

: MAX P, FRY stated that if the persons whose

names have been sesarched were &t éne time at Menard

State Penitentiary but were subseguently tramsferred to

. Joliat State Penitenmtiary, their record would not be
reflecied at Menard, but would be contained in the

record files at Joliet.  FRY stated that the names searched
are unfaniliar to him. : :

b e’ ERTARICLT o o S e v - ——cT

B SEARCHED. "NDFXED
@-— Springfield (44«561) SERIALIItW HLEDW
LWG/bir B » C E PR T I S |
(2, . - . ' C ‘ FBI - SPRINGFIELD

Ry

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58) ‘ .
DECODED COPY
% Radio | xed Teletype
URGENT L-2;-68
TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM: KANSAS CITY

MURK IN,

KANSAS CITY POTENTIAL CRIMINAL INFORMANT LAWRENCE EYGENE WRAY,

> —

FBI NUMBER 968105 B, FORMER PRISON MATE OF SUBJECT AT O. STATE
PENITENTIARY, PAROLED MARCH 28 LAST, IS CURRENTLY RESIDING KANSAS
CiTY. WRAY ADVISED BUAGENTS THIS DATE HE 1S WILLING TO ASS!IST
BUREAU BY TRAVELING AND CONTACTING ANY UNDERWORLD SOURCE THEY MAY
RECOMMEND, FOR EXPENSES, IN HOPE TO TURN UP SUBJECT.

WRAY IS TO MAKE FIRST CONTACT WITH MO, STATE PAROLE OFFICER
4 P.M, THIS DATE. PAROLE OFFICER UNAWARE OF WRAY'S OFFER TO FB1;
HOWEVER, WRAY HAS NO OBJECTION TO MAKING HIM AWARE OF THIS OFFER.

KANSAS CITY FEELS HE HAS POTENTIAL IF SPECIFIC INFORMATION FURNISHED

HIM OF SOURCES NOT COOPERATIVE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.
BUREAU AND MEMPHIS OPINIONS REQUESTED.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

APR241968
R

wCcM

¢

[ggﬁ,./l (4; 2 ) [ ] | V’\_O
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated ot&g;’d({he Bureau, it is Esug'ges%d that it Be Suitubty
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

S S G — DO

4
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DECODED COPY

Radio . Teletype

URGENT L-2);-68
TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, ST, LOUIS, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO
FROM: KANSAS CITY

MURK N,

KANSAS CITY POTENTIAL CRIMINAL INFORMANT LAWRENCE EUGENE WRAY,
FBI NUMBER 968105 B, FORMER PRISON MATE OF SUBJECT AT MO. STATE
PENITENTIARY, PAROLED MARCH 28 LAST, IS CURRENTLY RESIDING KANSAS
CITY, WRAY ADVISED BUAGENTS THIS DATE HE 1S WILLING TO ASSIST
BUREAU BY TRAVELING AND CONTACTING ANY UNDERWORLD SOURCE THEY MAY
RECOMMEND, FOR EXPENSES, IN HOPE TO TURN UP SUBJECT.

WRAY 1S TO MAKE FIRST CONTACT WITH MO, STATE PAROLE OFFICER
4y P.M. THIS DATE. PAROLE OFFICER UNAWARE OF WRAY'S OFFER TO FBIj
HOWEVER, WRAY HAS NO OBJECTION TO MAKING HIM AWARE OF THIS OFFER.
KANSAS CITY FEELS HE HAS POTENTIAL IF SPECIFIC INFORMATION FURNISHED
HIM OF SOURCES NOT COOPERATIVE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFF ICERS.

BUREAU AND MEMPHIS OPINIONS REQUESTED.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

SR e, 2
By APR 241968
FBl—SPRINGE!

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

HY ~ G - R PO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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