
PACK TWO

OBTAIN WP- ON JHTCH THE IDENTlT»‘Of. U*' I DE \ I I * I * D 

MAN IS SET FORTH.

HE ALSH STATED HF RECALLED SEEING SPECIAL

AGENT OF F«T IN COMPANY of THESE MINUTEMEN AND

THAT THIS SPECIAL ARENT MIGHT POSSIRLj KNO' IDENTITY

V MAN IN PHOTOGRAPHS. HE STATED HF COuLD

NOT ^M-'RER the SPECIAL ACFNT-* NAME Rf'T THAT HF FFINTtELy 

RECALLS HIM AS REING AN AGENT F»?OM HAvlNG SEEN HIV nN MOrF 

than OMF OCCASION DIM ING THE Cnn^ KIDNAPING CAGE IN 

COI.O^ADG. HE STATED THAT RFCAUSF HF RECOGNIZED HIM, HE -'Ac 

PA »••• I NOT TO PHOTOGrAPH HIM.

IT IS NOTED THAT tn E NF ■' YORK A1RTEL, the NAME riF

GA JACK .-not. ->TS ’A- MENTIONED OY CHIEF >-F' - DORION» ST.

□Al- COUNTY. ILLTNDIG, AC A MAN HF RELIEV'D TO RF WORKING

" •■ ■ < nyF- AMONG THF MINUTEMEN.

SAME LEADS as set Out in pF AIRTEL SHOuLF re COVERED, 

"i AF .- IMGr TH." AND NF'/.' xO> K.

■t”PHlS AND RIpminghAM ADVISED AIrMAII.

END

GDP 

RR I SPRNGFLD
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FROM DIRECTOR 2P

subject JAMES

COUSINSTHAT HE HAD DISTANTRATLIFF STATED

IS NOT •MISSOURI, AREA WITH WHOM HERESIDING IN THE ELSBERRY,

VERY POORWHOSE REPUTATION ISPERSONALLY ACQUAINTED BUT

SAM RAtLIFF

JOHN RAY,

THATFELT

ELSBERRY

WASH DC

107

MIRK IN

’ CONTACTED

ADVISE HE

EARL RAY.

IDENTITY

RECENTLY

RECENTLY

IT WOULD

END PAGE

SPRNGFLD

URGENT 4/24/68 WFK

TO MEMPHIS SPRINGFIELD AND ST* LOUIS

RAY RATLIFF, U.S. CAPITAL POLICE, WASHINGTON., D C • j

THE BUREAU ON APRIL TWENTYFOUR* INSTANT, TO

BELIEVES HE IS DISTANTLY RELATED TO

HE UNDERSTANDS. RATLIFF BELIEVED THEY WERE THE TYPE OF

PEOPLE WHO WOULD HARBOR SUBJECT RAY IF. HE CONTACTED THEM

RATLIFF ADVISED HIS BROTHER SAM RATLIFF WOULD KNOW THE '

AND LOCATION OF THESE DISTANT COUSINS

PURCHASED THE FARM OF HIS GREAT UNCLE

DECEASED, AT ELSBERRY, AND RAY RATLIFF

BE NO PROBLEM TO LOCATE SAM RATLIFF AT

ONE

\>NE XEROX 
COPY MADE

Bass' 'hot®

.INDEXEDSEARCHED
SERIALIZED^^FILED—

APR 2 4 1968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

RATLIFF FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE HAS TWO UNCLES* . '

JAMES OR LAN RAY* AT EAST'ALTON* ILLINOIS# AND JOHN RAY#--WHO

WORKS FOR THE ALTON BO'X 'BOARD COMPANY* ALTON, ILLINOIS"

RATLIFF STATED HI S' UNCLES ARE REPUTABLE PEOPLE AND HE

WOULD HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THEY WOULD AID THE SUBJECT

IF HE IS KNOWN TO THEM. JOHN RAY TS SEPARATED FROM HIS WIFE# 

Margaret ray, and. she. currently resides at bunker hill, ill. 

. THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BE ING'FURNISHED THE SPRINGFIELD ’

AND ST. LOUIS OFFICES for their aid IN LOCATING possible

RELATIVES OF SUBJECT* RATLIFF REQUESTED HIS IDENTITY NOT BE 

DIVULGED TO HIS RELATIVES. ' . .

END ' ' ' . ' . ' ' ■ •

AEF ' . 1 ' ■

FBI’SPRNGFLD . . ’ . . . ' - ■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FB I

Date: 4/22/68

Transmit the following in _________________ '___________________________________________j
; (Type in plaintext or code) I

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL__________________________________ I
(Priority) .

--------------4-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1____

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM:’ SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN j - 4 /
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

For the information of receiving offices, Subject 
JAMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, 
Georgia, area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by the 
Atlanta Office to date has not established mode of trans­
portation utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 through checks with 
transportation companies, car rental agencies, etc.

3 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -

Bureau 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Houston 
El Paso 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Little Rock 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami

2 - Miami
2 - Mobile
2 - Newark
2 - Nevi Orleans
2 - New York City
2 - Norfolk
2 - Philadelph
2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Richmond
2 - St. Louis
2 - San Antonio

2 - Tampa
2 - WFO
2 - Atlanta

JJL:rjb 
(69)

SentApproved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



22-54)

t

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

AT 44-2386

<P
 < P

All receiving offices are requested'to check car 
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen 
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider 
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject 
RAY. The same consideration should be given to any cars 
recovered in the near future that were stolen from the Stat 
of Georgia after 4/4/68. In those instances where cars wer 
stolen from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot 
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted 
to determine if RAY vias person who may have stolen and 
transported same.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2 -

Special Agent in Charge
Approved: Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/22/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

! For the information of receiving offices, Subject
JAMES EARL RAY, Aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, 
Georgia, area on 4/5/68. Intensive Investigation by the 
Atlanta Office to date has not established mode of trans­
portation utilized by RAY after 4/5/68 through checks with 
transportation companies, car rental agencies, etc.

3 - Bureau
2 - Baltimore
2 - Birmingham
2 - Charlotte
2 - Chicago
2 - Cincinnati
2 - Cleveland
2 - Columbia
2 - Houston
2 - El Paso
2 - Indianapolis
2 - Jackson
2 - Jacksonville 
2 - Kansas City 
2 - Little Rock 
2 - Louisville
2 - Memphis
2 - Miami

2 - Miami
2 - Mobile
2 - Nev?ark
2 - Hew Orleans
2 - Nev? York City
2 - Norfolk
2 - Philadelphia
2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Richmond
2 - St. Louis
2 - San Antonio 

Savannah
/2/“- Springfield

2 - Tampa
2 - WFO
2 - Atlanta

SEARCHED INDEXED
SERlALIZEp^^S^^LED.....,^

(69) APR 2 41968

FBI —SPRINGFIELD

Sent M Per______ :___________Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22;64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

AT 44-2386

All receiving offices are requested to check car
recoveries within their respective divisions of cars stolen 
from the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and consider 
same to have been possible mode of transportation for Subject 
RAYJ The same consideration should be given to any cars 
recovered in the near future that ’were stolen from the State 
of Georgia after 4/4/68., In those instances where cars were 
stolen from Georgia and where the transporter of same cannot 
otherwise be accounted for, investigation should be conducted 
to determine if RAY was person who may have stolen and 
transported same.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 <R»v. 12-13-56)

I

F B I

Date: 4/23/68

Transmit the following in____________________________ ____________________________
(Type in plain text or code) '

AIRTEL AIR MAIL IVia________________________ ________________________ ______________________________ I
(Priority or Method of Mailing) ■

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, KANSAS. CITY (44-760) P

MURKIN .

Enclosed for each Office is one copy of a pre­
sentence report prepared regarding JAMES EARL RAY for the 
U. S. District Court, Western District of Missouri, Kansas 
City, Missouri, dated April 26, 1955. This report contains 
background information regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including 
his travel through numerous states in connection with the 
theft and passing of stolen money orders in March, 1955. 
RITE located and interviewed Quincy, Illinois. 
LEADS

All Offices are requested to review the enclosure f 
thoroughly for the purpose of covering all pertinent leads / 
suggested in the enclosure. This coverage should include, / 
if not already done, a check of all places _where the /
subject is listed as having been incarcerated, all places / 
at which he is believed to have visited in the passing of / 
stolen money orders, and any other investigation, including/ 
contact of law enforcement agencies, credit bureaus, I
public sources, informants and any other logical invest!- I 
gation suggested by the enclosed material which might / 
ass it in developing information helpful in locating JAMES / 
EARL RAY at this time. /

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

3 - Memphis (Enc. 1)
2 - Chicago (Enc. 1)
2 - Jacksonville (Enc. 1)
2 - Little Rock (Enc. 1)
2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 1) 
JLK:ak 
(25)

2 - Miami (Enc. 1)
2 - New Orleans (Enc. 1)
2 - Omaha (Enc. 1)
2 - St. Louis (Enc. 1) ,fA 
lr - Springfield (Enc. 1 )^

^2 - Tampa (Enc. 1) _ __ __ _
2 - Kansas City * searchedjndexed

apr 2 rm

Approved:  Sent M Per------ :-------------------- 
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

F B I

Date: 4/23/68

Transmit the following in

v.a AIRTEL

(type in plain text or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

MURKIN

Enclosed for each Office 
sentence report prepared regarding

is one copy of a pre- 
JAMES EARL RAY for the

U. S. District Court, Western District of Missouri, Kansas 
City, Missouri, dated April 26, 1955. This report contains 
background information regarding JAMES EARL RAY, including 
his travel through numerous states in connection with the 
theft and passing of stolen money orders in March, 1955. 
RIFE located and interviewed Quincy, Illinois. 
LEADS

All Offices are requested to review the enclosure 
thoroughly for the purpose of covering all pertinent leads 
suggested in the enclosure. This coverage should include, 
if not already done, a check of all places where the 
subject is listed as having been incarcerated, all places 
at which he is believed to have visited in the passing of 
stolen money orders, and any other investigation, including 
contact of law enforcement agencies, credit bureaus, 
public sources, informants and any other logical investi­
gation suggested by the enclosed material which might 
assit in developing information helpful in locating JAMES 
EARL RAY at this time.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

3 - Memphis (Enc. 1)
2 - Chicago (Enc. 1)1)
2 - Jacksonville (Enc. 1)
2 - Little Rock (Enc. 1)
2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 1) 
JLK:ak 
(25)

2 - Miami (Enc. 
2 - New Orleans 
2 - Omaha (Enc.

1) 
(Enc. 1)
1)

2 ^ St. Louis (Enc. 1)
^ - Springfield 
2 - Tampa (Enc, 
2 - Kansas City

(Enc. 1)
1)

■ SEARCHED INDEXED

APR 2 8 iSo8
F8i —^KiNGFlELD

M Per------ :--------------------Approved:  Sent
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



jNITED STA“ES DISTRICT COl r •

Jci-e-♦ .-hitMikex^

hESTEa DISTINCT 0? MciOlKi 4

PRESENTENCE REPORT >

name .lanes Earl Hay /V citizenship

address ?ra isiont £ ^ * 1 marital status
dngle-

AGE 7? years (fhrn Caren 1", 192^' NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS
Henn

SEX i'ale OFFENSE
forgery of n A* Foetal E0E7

RACE .hit--;

This defendant cn April 1, l?f> entered a plea of guilty to on kfo-natisa in 
one count-which charges that he an cr stout March 21, 1955 at Eanses City, His-,, 
sour! > noviingly, nil.fully, ^ala^liliy, and 1 elonioaoly forged & Kteilal en- 
corswavt on 1. a. loot Office Department Eon?} .rdor He. 7-t?,239,597. Ga 
this sano data a coupaaioa, Maltar Terry Rifo, entered a plea of guilty in Dod: 
Md. lylb? to an ’nfomatloa in eno count charging bin with tins iurgery on IdiH; 
71, V?? of postal mo noy order he. ?-L'2,?3'^fi'!. Ispoyiti.n ci sentence) ar to 
defe’Jr.nt and his coapTaion i as deferred urd thio yr?sentence .nv.?3ii7nt;rn 
was or.*.cred.

The facts of the case are as follows? fn Karch 7, 1955 the J. 1. . ost Jifko ■ 
ut r uT ervip e.. .Illinois vts burglarised end erty-oix blank u. S. rests! Ken:/ 
treers, IvdrlVcs. 7*12,239,535 to 7*t2,239,600 inclusive, and the office veld 
dating .r.tarnpi worn stolen. On Karch 0, 1955 at Alter., Illinois ah uasuccccrful 
attempt was reads V cash one cf the co stolen uontj orders. On March 21, 1955 
one of the s tolen ..money ciders, order Ho, 7-J:2,?3?,5?7 > wa.3 pra^ritid io As­
kin's Clothing Company, 12''5 Grand Avenue, Kansas City, Shwari., by ar. un- 
known rercon in payment for a suit of clothes'" which ‘.'as never leked up after 
alterations had been made. This-money order, which rati in the amount of 175.00 
has wade payable to Vilkri d. KcCrido with the purchaser being fieri as Ver­
non 'c ride. Ln this asms data cn unknown person presented stolon money erdo? 
Ho. 7-12,235,566'to the Chaffco Office Machine Company, InV Grand / venue, ficn- 
yss City, issGirl; in ; aynaut for a used portable Seningtor. type ari tor. Thia 
KGLt; order, too, was in the <v,cTt of 775.2? r«vnt!c tu.billsrJ 7. hefrido 
with the - ;irch^2r being shown ns vcxTaou McBride. I ho nanagcr of lots Urn, 
cri” Evspicious of this transection, diroct-wd an w kiOo is xsUc* the easin 
Tec ^p jye noted tho m^dal ord mho of the GutewfEh catered by ths easterner 
and the license wEbir.! ths car. later when this .toney order we ;cc$nMr:.’

fsearched----------- INDEXED _ 

I SERIALIZ^k^ 'lk0----- j 
APR 2 4 196 b

| FtSi — oPRiNGFltLD

FPi- LK —1-26-54—OOM — 47!
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to have been stolen a description of the Giot^ojr and his autonob 11 o van t:lvca 
to post office inspectors who slotted tho ’tesom’i State Highway Fatrnl. A 
highway ’)s‘rJ.P.an on March ?3, P$'i at "nnnibal, ;:i?X':irl K’r:shd in this a> 
tonobile -altor Terr/ Hita, Jonos Mrl hr,., and a wcvkwj oo^-nsina vp- hr.? ;v:' 
released, Th 1nty-feur of tho money orders stolen Tran tho -'euW.’-.c. ’ iris 
dost ..-Tiice were fonta hidden undo? tho dosh above the jlovo ccsrrrf-.pnt in tills 
autanchtl-'. Ml of then had been stamped with tho validating Biasp. -cue veto, 
mods cut wady for cm tali 15 while others wore not.

In .’'arch kh, P5> Rife execut'd a statement for vestal ins: esters in which ho 
adiutued he had px’erared, forced and uttered the postal nonoy order pre? coated 
to Vu' Okai'ico Office tar ply- Company in fanoas Jlty. he rhif t'd rrorrhv 
the ?...acu order ’which uno etterM on forced c-nd orsonrnt at * skin*.?. Math tn? 
Genprny, .arsa: City, Dissy-uri. He :ddt<eu that ne nvd .^epawd th? w.c? of 
tho .10nay orders made rowdy for cashing and which xs.t found in t?a-^vtvnbih 
in which he was arrested. He admitted cashing numerous other money orders on 
tarred o-ndorecmenta in the states of Horlda, .cuisiann, /rwnarss, ata fi’es-i. 
de jvcelled unsuccessfully a'.twtiii^ to cosh the s^cy order nt Alto.-, Illinois 
on Porch •,1?55» in nis statement he rxlnita that ho /irchrta in fuinoy, Il­
linois the stolon money orders. They koto cold to hin by-.an unidentified 
man for *20. Cn March 2l.} 19:5 Kny> deoil’ in-- to oxocuto ^fi’scsst for yodsl 
if-spoctorr, fid verbally state that ho bed ; article tad with Mo In tac cash­
ing of the stolon money orders in tho-various staOw?. He drmta nctapPy know- 
1:1; that ths money orders wore stolon, Howwer, ho Muitttaly pre.med ths: 
they wave for ho hod boon told by Dita that they hod boon ourshwsod for Ml. 
do ;d:lttd that it was be who forged and uttered the money order pra^t-d at 
Askin’s Mething Company in Kansap City, fissoarl, Ha stated that he puTchatad 
for 1 in St. Louis, Missoyri Iron a "kIuo'1 named Hillard J. rich ride ths identic 
flcation he and Rife used in uttering tho nonoy orders.

Tho two n'vvy orders uttared 'p Rife and '1? J.:;?m:3:s City, Pi'swrl i;d co 
well Wo money order Rita attempted to uttar in Mton, Ulin.?is have been re­
covered. As noted previously thirty-four of the -:c:ny orders Kara recovered 
in the automobile,, An April, lb, 1955 when rciatsrvtawcd by :octal inspectors 
life and Ray gave particulars relating-to ths cashing of twenty-coven addi­
tional stolen money orders located by ths Regional Accounting Office. The 
particulars are as cot cut in the following table

hate of
Las I 
tare a 
dtalta

Cashed 
by Cached at Sceord indorser

earliest 
discernible 
tank stave-

538 life ot. Louis, Mo. (Illegible) :53
513 Ray do Downs 'tan’s shop rar. ; ■ 55
5h7 nay hot Springs, Ark. EsoRay Art Galleries Mar. 21 <75
d;€ hike •do Brown*s’ Dept. Stare Mar. 21 <75
550 ; Rife . St, hetorsburg, FIs, Topp' o Mar. 15 £75 .

— 2 -
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552
557

Rife
Ray

heaphis, Tenn, 
Mew Orleans, la.

Bori; l McCergo 
bright Tailors

her. 11
175

55S Rifo do Schnellers . Hoe. 21 < bi
559 Rife do Todd*a Spuitcumr Shop her. 18
560 Pdfs Hot Springs, Ark, Meno apparent* Mur. 21 &J

561 Roy do Dinos (?) J. c. Ross Ear,' 21 v75
562 Rile do Lcchnw’o Ken*3 Store Ear.'23

lei
577 Ri£o do Pfeifers cf Arkansas Rar. 21
57$ Rry do Biles Mucic Co. Ear. 21 <73
582 Rile Daytona Beach, Fin. Squires, Inc. Ear. 15 Sil
583 Ray do C. K. Slaughter Ear. 15 fl J
585 Rife ■ St. Poteveburg, Fin. (Ivan C. bhipplo 

I. Zucker)
Ear. 16 mo

586 Ray do Arnold’s Kono Wear Hari 1L <75
567 . Rny Deneffs Foot're er Ear. Ih
589 Rife do I cab olio Abra-jo Ci >
591 Ray Tamps, FIs. Rio Licuevs Ino. Her. 16 Sid
592 iiiiQ do Knox (?) Su’d 

kn:k2onott3
Ear. 18 €75

593 Hilo do The Hub Moro lh
595 Ray Tollahaoneo, Fla, Alford Bros. Ino. Ear. 12 ted
526 Roy St. Foto7d;i^} Fla. Khrv Credit Clothing Mar. Ih lb598 Roy Daytona Beach, Fla. (illcplblo) Ear. 15
599 Rife hot Springe, Ark. Chao# Hcamp) Her. 21 O'J

»2oth Rife end'flay cay w ronoy errors cashed by tha in basks. ’ >

it;o ci ths stolen' money orders havo net yet been resevered. Ery, hxeoa^ ere . 
counted for as Hay has admitted caching 02:3 of then at a luysagn store in dimzn 
City, Kansas end iho admits cashing eno of then at hiemi Reach, Florida,

It io pertinent to note that following the cmrchpaslcn of Mio and Boy postal 
inspectors c-btate^ from the ream Irtish they cccvpid a quantity of novctmiicj 
they had acquired by passing ths cfefcn manty ordc?o4 Found in their yon eclp 
a typcisdioyj several pieces of 1^7^? a yoho; a csoea3 a ieistahh3 ace >' 
eidorcblo quantity of nor v’or'kQ cpparol fe h^3 and ether items. *1*7 hr;;;. 
aiv’n?koJ the postal inspectors to return this i':rchn:fh3 to the ctors□ er in- 
dividualo iron ihoa uoo obtained,

II. PRIca ECCHDi

Defendant*e F. 0, Ie Ffesc^rlriv Return Mo# 305 h*.O A reveals the follnaej c;« 
reais and (depositions 3

IMl-b? Sheriff’s cfflc3} Loo Ap^^Oj California ~ suspicion of 
bur^lssy. 12™3h»h? ccntc^il to 6 months in county jell 
for burglary. Served 90 days end roleused q pmboticx* ‘ 
for polled of 2 years. Defendant Glutes Chut ho-ms d:;’;.h

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



lag in tlio rear of a co Co uhon ho 1:33 emo by th 3 cafo 
nanagor. Ho ran Iron tho econo ord yes later apprehended. 
Eg says that after being placed on probation ho mt to 
Chicago, Illinois) to resids end tint ho reported to a pro­
bation ojlico? in-Loo Angelso, Cali&nla by mil,'

1-18-50 :

7-23-51 :

5-6-52

B-3O-5U :

3”23-55 $

igrt^i’c of£lc33 Coder Rrdlsj Xcwa# - vegmey, Elmo- 
ition not ahem, but defendant Gio to 3 ho vas relent col 
inoWetd to IcovO tome

Alton, Illinois Holies Dopartmnt - no operator*s liemo; 
no stata liccnoo, no city liocnso. lislcacd to pay Inter. 
Defendant stat on ho coo fined £55 end required to puree:-co 
tha nocoosnry lieonsos. ,/

Chicago, Illinois police » roEbesy* ^4>5- emtmood to . 
tern of 1 to 2 years in lUfc’ia State Pcnltcntiny, Jolie? 
niinoico DeJente^ reluctantly ctalttd to tho pi;?? tie 
vMlo ipcdcohl lo Hold up a kdcdi ihlvc?t Cn T-Tmi 
ho uno reoeived st th Illinois Cinto ?rkoa5 1cuties, Illi­
nois in txtOiO? Iren Joliet, Illinois institution.. Ho mo 
relented by sinLia cmiratioa on 3-12-5^•

Sheriffs EdmdriUos niinolo - biurkey cd Unpy4 : 
Defendant stoteo that ho burylKi:;! a ckrkg els? io 
East fltonj Illinois but denies stealing aycrig. Il;k;; 
no disposition bog been redo on thio chwga cf te^kiy h?' 
apparently io not canted? ■ ;

Hannibals Miscmvl polico for inoteA of fours. &lc;:d to 
federal aadhoriiios folioulng day.

HI. FAMILY EWCI3!

^il^ ’ 5Ms Oo&^ntj era 2?^ uno bom
" March 10s 1923 inAXton, lllimm

Ha is an only child. Ho resided in tho parental hem in Alton until ayo 3^ •
During that ta!^; homvors ba frequently visited tilth his paternal ^m;-:‘k3 
in Quincy, Illinois, chon about ago 13 ho entered tho ray, Following clmlm 
fra military corries in 191'8 in rc:E?J for a chert tiro.in Ouimy, ihioris,
Eo then .acred to Chic ego, Illk'k Elmo ho rocided fcr u period of cheat cd;:
Eonths bofcro raving to Loo Anyko, California, An noted in tin costiea, Hr I
Eccard, ho mo convicted ci baogi!^ end smtom;! to jail in Loa Am,elm Li
released cn probation iron that matonoo ho Kknd to rodd:023 La Chie2go 
rhoro ho lived alone until ho cos Gvdttd in June ci 1952 to the illimio
State Penitentiary. Since his rolenso Iron tho .Illinois State Eanitmtiayy is 
March of 195b 1? has been rathor transient living principally in Quinoy, Illi:”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Father Gecr-jo sly reportedly died of a
’ heart ccrditiun in 191? eVa^ u:e.^

1:9. Ho was an cmplqyoo of the Chicago, Burlington, oj'4 ^:oy Keilvcud and re­
portedly had no arrest record*

Kother Luolllo (mo EaM?) Hay died of a 
liver condition in 19h9 ht aga 51.

Other rahufeo Dci'cxdant refuses to identify bio
~ coveral cunts end anoles un re si do

in Quincy, Illinois,

ilSE AtQ tiEXO’lSOR^D: ? .

When not incarcerated defendant hen lived principally in Alton end -Quincy, Illi­
nois. Since his release Ivon ths Illinois State Penitentiary in Karch iyus M 
has neon rather transient. Sis last km:;n rosldoneo for cry pcried of tires coo 
at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois.

EDUCATIONS

Defendant states that ho completed the lot tmouri the 8th prodoa at St, iby’o 
School in Alton, Illlnoioa Ed states that in 1952 villa rriitlsj in Chies-o, 
Illinois ho attend el the Aoccay of debits and cotaincd the equivalent cd a 
two-year high school education.

VI o RELIGIONS

Defendant denies cry affiliation* BhEntn? van Catholic, end hiolife icj 
Protestant* VMlo in diltny service ho'infrequently attended Catholic e:rrl:rr

VU - INTERESTS MiD ACTIVITIES}

Hone.

VIII. ihALTH:

y

Defend ent la 5* 10^" tell, weighs 170 lbs., has a ruddy ocrplcrlua, blue cyce, 
end brown Mir* Thera era no cage rent Harbs er seers of identification. Ee 
eppsrciUy is in geed healths Ho ctetch that before beaming involved in the 
instant offense he K3 in th prosees c£ petitioning for eduittmea to a V:H> 
cns Hospital in Illinois for a gcand physical ch:chp». Ko denies nJd.st2.T7 / 
of oaigcy other than a tcnvllle stony in Chicago in 1952* Ee denies a bi ci err ’ 
of venereal dicoaso p? the uno of mvcotlcsa Ha elates that he ia a co:imhi 
drinker.”
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aiFLOi;^)? MS MH^aY HISKB^t

Defendant eta too that at Alton, Illinois on February 19, 19115 ho eahsKd in 
the vo So Amy* Ho record his basic trninth3 at cry Cr^derj JJ.jn;^?i» is 
was then transl erred to Cano Filner, Hou Jersey to counit treanortotha to th;; 
European Theater ci Operations. ho .states that ha.left the continental Unite 
of tho United Staton for Ona^ in July ci X9h6. Overseas ho v:5 attached th 
the 382d Military follco Battalion. Ka admits that ho was onso AKOL fen a 
period of taro days which ’titltsd in a cuopsnlal eontcaca to c oaf in :a: rut. far • ’ 
period of clnty days® Ba returned to th United Stats3 from C armory In !::;:> ' 
bar of 19119 and vas, ho states, on December 23/1>O given'a csacral di'Knry 
under honorable conditions. . _

Defendant states that his lost employment vao cith an uncle chon ho ..refuses to 
identify but who resides in Quinsy, Illinois^ Ko warhQO for thio uncle as a 
painter for a period of tins in tho cummer of 193h» .

He clcho that fren Autist 1951 to Kay 1953 bo neo employed by the Dory Ericl>;> 
con Corporation, Chicago, Illinois* Thio copl^cit vac terminated the21 ha -ys ■ 
arrested for robbexy, which eventually resulted in a penitentiary cantinas

Ho otetee that from July of 19$O to Juno 1951 ho woo employed by tin Apbey 
Corporation, Chicago, Ill Inals. Ko was dkeinryd from this employ.’ent for ab^ 
conteoism enured by his arrest in Alton, Illinois for vagrancy uhon visit-ins in 
that city* .

Ha claims that from April 1950 to July of 1953 ho nos employed as a laborer eh' ; 
a wago of 90? per hour by the Hee Produce Company, Chimps, IlHmie. Ed crin 
to have loft this-employment to accept more Xusrativa employment. ’ v ■

From July 19h9 to Gcutmbor 19h9 defendant st-atoo ho mo employed no a laborer- 
at a cage of $1.10 per hour by the Dryden Rubber Compaq, Chicago, Illinois* 
Ho quit this job to koto to California.

Ho purports that from Huy 19hb to Doorn lor of W ho was employed at a wago . 
of 65-2 per hour by the Intematloud Ches Company, Hartford, Illinois. Ha r> ' 
dicates ho was laid off by this employer in a general reduction of fences aid i . 
that he then entered ths army.

RESOURCES AID LIABILITIESt .

Mono

SUWIil ;

This defendant, whits «alo, aya 27, no ckpomleatu, tea entered a plea cf guilty ■ 
to an Information in c-ns count which charges that ha at Kansas City, Missouri-

6 «
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cn or ebout i'arca 21, 1955 f2"C^ a stolen U® b. Postal Honey Crter. tide 
uonoy order use eno of sid-E’:: tech orders stolen in a burglary of the . 
Post OifJcoj Kollo rvilie, Illinois ci Harsh 7, Ha- fHed^H ca-alite 
denies ths burglary of ths post cflee. Ka sirtrs that id.3 c::i;c"4n,u ■ 
instant cffcasc) Vbltor 2, ilh, i:h:a ha not st a oar in h'k";} I Ilir? An 
gusted that ha aca;)ay Elio ord erst tn mooy odors vhioh hi io intent: 
had purchased iron an wiaoia person* Deien Jot eta Us that ho eurchered 
$1 trja identification ho ed ilia vend in uttering thorn stolon orders in 
icus cUtcs, then (■roosted for ths instant offoso defendant tea in rate 
of thirty-fete mney ctete uthh bod hem stolen Iren the nrllaviUc, I' 
Fest Gffico* He edits the fernery uni uttering of fartte sms/ c:;7?r 
companion, i'ifo, bus suited the forgery and uttering or edenti^ to vi 
oightcon of the stolen annoy orders« • /

Approximately on your hetero beccd:13 involv’d in ths instant effwee on 
was roierscod ha ctrviea of a catuno of eno to tea years for anted rd': 
in tho Illinois Stets Fudtatiarj, In Atetet- of 2.9511 in Utekriail a o' 
ing eutaHteat in East Alton, IlHteld Aldneji ha cchxiitelly tan cl: 
cite b^biy Jia apparently han never been batea tte raailaici cate a 
porcntly is not ptetetly tend a thin ch'^o in ted in lea ted 13, 
fordo ho van Ci.vite on bn?chK' d son .nova to . ifte rtete i.-. .co < 
jail# After caidsj nine v days of this ciaaoo ho van ^kecei cn yrd 
for a period of too years*

Defendant shoos absolutely no rcteten at thia tine* ih etHoifstio ruosi* 
a cubstteal stetteou for fe fefftet ctee^s In vrite^s erinite ho ii 
confined criminal ad a aonaon to sc doty ;ia in tin froa vtei«

EcjpcciMly submitted.

E^nlo
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4
4/M/«8

Aiurn*

Ki: MWTOS^ OI C44-388S1)

m^f: #AC, ®CW (44«HM)

SUBJECT: SWIM

to Chicago t«let^ tote# 4/!#/O.

feelmi herewith for the Bureau and interested 
office® ie one ^ers® copy of the-file re JAMBS 1. BAY, laast® 
W»W mil dated T/S/^ fro» the W, feattot, Illinois^ 
Also eseloscd is ese e<w of the Chicago. Mi^kiwoia^t 
file re JAMES SAY. - Io Edition, there is t««le®a4 a Xerox 
eepy «f the Coofc County .Jail innate card? dated S/13/O, re 
jaios x. wr .

jM,MM8^S*

3 - Sureas (Eno. 3)
I - Keaphta (fee. 3) (44-1887)
I - BirmisghaB (44-1740) (lac. 3) . .
p- Springfield (Ena. 3M44-mMrS/
1 -Kansas City (44-760) (Sac. 3)
1 * Atlanta (44-23W (fee. 3)
1 * Chicago

W1WD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Incih... Age Height ^^> 7^

Height Z Nativity

Width1 ^:^ Occupation Trunk

PcCttH.-U/Z Weight

Chin » (Width .
Ridge-4? Beard Cheekbones

Hair ®

RodtZ... Comp 63 j
k (Pecul

'Length Married L. Foot■ A?t;
^Projpct Teeth L. M. finger

^Breadth....................... Build L. I. finger

Pecul Held < Forearm

Judge ....—e- Remarks..........

Circle. - Of&cer

= r Periph, z District
C3

Pecul Remarks

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4VM -IW *<5^>53

D-90696

Nfm^ JamftiS Kay

charge Robbery (Gun) .

ir

May 9, 1952, Held over to Grand Jury, 
Judge Hartigan

3,000p.00 Bond

o 
C 
O 
CD

Arr,Off's. Green & McDonough, 35th Dist.. 
WITNESSES

: Complainant Louis Knox, 694-5 -N.Paulina St

Trial before Jud^^^i

'J-^^S / Ct^^ ^^ ^^^- ^^/^ A^*^*y^^7
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HtU 50 INMATES RECORD^CdOK COUNTY JAIL

- -H ~ - , .^-w—-^ •■ ^.*^^_ . - - ......... . . .. ,^„ ,,, —. - ... ... ._ .

CHICAGO, y.

INDfCTMSNT Z'UmBER HOW HELD / BAIL COMMITTED BY CHARGE DATP charg:
-vKCOjUjEU

^CLLV CGW^fTiTEID MARTiQAN robbery
ftAPcftS WO<£>& CAPIAS

rr 1 .

/

KCTAL OFFERS___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________
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ALIAS

PERSONAL HISTORY PHYSICAL BISTORT mA.
H EI GHT /^ <Z USS TOBACCO

WEIGHT / <2 y USE LIQUOR

HAIR ^^0 i^J-cy USE DRUG3

EYEj^ & J- *J £ kind of Drugs

COLOR t^y

age y- ^ TUBERCULOSIS \

citizen or y S> CONDITION OF HEART \

DESCENT y ^^/-^ >// CONDITION OP LUNGS b

PLACE OF BIRTH /?^7o^/ S J- ^" GEN’L PHYSICAL CONDITION t

BOW LONG IN U.S A ^,2. ^

ECW LONG IN COUNTY . ^

RELIGION ■ - ^’^ b /

EDUCATION ' ^/ *>6/ y

OCCUPATION ^-^^0 ^ FITS \

MARRIED - ■ /^Q SCABIES \

WIFB^| HUSBAND "^ 8YPHILLI8
addeW GONORRHOEA /

CHILDREN AND AGES

N CASE OF. EMERGENCT NOTIFY

IDDRECS ■ ^ ^/f^a i^^y

•IOTHFR_______ ^6-’ C^^ ^y . 1 / v^ /27 \/ PKi’SlCIAW
i?????3 ^ ^ y’ y^yf^-^a-' 5 PT”

ICS 1140 ZOM 3r50 (FORM 50) ?

FRONT

ADD”

AFFIDAVIT

PHYSICAL CHAM BACK

I. ; ~D A>I INMATE
IN THE :BY A0I6RIZE THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SAID 
JAIL. BY HIM^LF OR HIS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE TO RECEIVE, OPEN AND 
EXAMINE ALl/lNCOMING AND OUTGOING LETTERS, PAPERS AND OTHER MAIL MAT­
TER WHICH MAY BE DIRECTED TO ME AS LONG AS I AM AN INMATE IN SAID JAIL.

9 ^^DATE

SIGNATURE OF INMATE

signature cp clers
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TRANSFER ORDER NO..

No____ 6it.p____ _ ■ •

• Transferred from '' ’ ..

Illinois State Penitentiary, ' ; j •

Division ■

Illinois State Penitentiary, 

_ _____________________________ _Division

RECEIVED from the Warden of j '

the Illinois State Penitentiary,

?__ , the body of ■

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAn’
DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLWJST ■ [9T- Z'5;?’.'X:13T’2

priumTAn .UNIT

PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY
Inmate.. . TAY^ J—-c r,____________________ ’ No. 79??~Age 27 Date 7-19-^

This Professional Sugary is being prepared at th® request of the United States Pen­
itentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, where this former inmate is serving a sentence 
of 3 yeaers and 9 months for Forging Money Orders. This request was forwarded from 
the Joliet Biagnostic.Depot, The material in this Summary is derived from the files 
of the Criminologist and should be regarded as confidential.. .

Innate was received at the Joliet Diagnostic Depot 6-13-52, to serve a sentence of 
1 to 2 years for Robbery. He had held up a taxicab driver in Chicago, talcing his .
vehicle,and was apprehended shortly thereafter by tie police, who shot him during .
the capture. He admitted his guilt, stating that ho was heavily intoxicated and .

^had used a pipe in place of a gun, placing it at the back of the driver’s body. He 
had previously been on a 2-year probation in Los Angeles, California, for burglary, 
he being caught in.the act of entering a restaurant from a back stairway. .

He was born at Alton, Illinois, 3-10-28, the oldest of throe children, Ids father , 
working regularly as a railroad brakemen until his death in 1%7. He was raised 
primarily in Quincy, Illinois, where he graduated from eighth grade and later had 
some high school training under the 0. I. Bill. Me was in the Army between 2-184i5 
and 12-23-U8, when he was honorably discharged for lack of adaptability. He had 
been in Chicago for a short time prior to the offense, and had had several short term 
jobs as a factory .hand or storeroom worker. He was unmarried, and seemed to be 
somewhat of a solitary person, id th occasional alcoholic'excesses. •

On the Any Alpha examination, he scored 111, or superior. It was thought that ho ' 
had no systematic delinquent traits, and segregation at Pontiac was recommended.

At Pontiac, he requested a fam assignment, and was so placed, after a short period 
in the inmates! kitchen. Ue worked as a cook in the farm'dormitory, and a helper 
in tie officers quarters, and was always considered an average worker. He had no 
punishment reports. . . ' . ' '

. The latest medical report in our possession, dated b-32-53, is essentially negative, 
. and he i as never referred to the Psychiatrist for any unusual or abnormal behavior. 
.Our office had a'couple of routine contacts with him, and it appeared that he had been 
• behaving unstably ever since leaving the Amy, and that he was subject to impulsive 
■delinquent behavior in connection with drinking, which, in turn, was related to 
his tendency to become easily discouraged. Our last contact with him. was on 2-1MU

-He was discharged by expiration of sentence on 3-12-5^. ' .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-STATE OF ILLINOIS ■ 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SaStY

. DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST

PC’rTTAC .UNIT

.ESS REPORT

No. 19121 ; Agp _25 CHnr n?.tn. 2-lt

3-12-&
®ImINOLOGIST’5

Inmate was admitted to the Joliet Diagnostic Depot on 6-13-52, 
under a sentence of 1 to.'2 years for Robbery, and was transferred 
to Pontiac on 7-7-52. On 5-lh-53, he was given.the Max "X" 
effective 3-12-5U..

Inmate makes no physical complaints. He has received no pun- ' 
ishraent reports, .

Inmate received no visits, and corresponds -with his mother and 
brother. ■ .

Ee.is now assigned to the honor fam, where he has been almost 
continuously,except for a brief period in the inmates’ kitchen. 
Atpresent, he is considered a good worker in-the officers’ 
quarters, and has been considered a good cook in the past.

His future plans are indefinite, althoughhe will go to Quincy, 
Illinois, first.

Inmate’s delinquencies seem due to impulsive behavior, especially 
when drirking. There is a relationship to inmate’s tendency 
to be easily discouraged, and this tendency still exists.

Inmate has always been considered to be without psychosis or 
mental defect and, while in the institution and during the pres­
ent examination, has evidenced no bshidor which might indicate 
the need for a special psychiatric examination at the present 
time, although one will be attempted, if possible.

The prognosis is doubtful.

Stow E, Symon 
Supervising Sociologist
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•
 STATE OF ILLINOIS A ,

. . ' DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAMrY "
f ’ ’ - TT'_ ......... DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST ;

■ POETIC UNIT ■

| I , PAROLE PROGRESS REPORT .

| Name RAY, Jp.u^S E.No. 1?1.2A Age 2 5 Color_____vhttn Date A-O —53

j. FI earin? II ini. mUH 0 :.___ Docket V^V- I’ll?___________ ' _______

| ? ' CRIMINOLOGIST’S COPY

L : This report is based ucon the usual pA.terial gathered at the Diagnostic
T . Depot, our attendance at Staff meetings, the receipt of Vork Progress

A • Reports, and. one short and one long interview with the inmate.

; The etiology of inmate ’s difficulties, is not completely known. He
r ’ seems to have been highly unsettled after leaving the Army, end we 
/ . ' would judge that some traumatic experience occurred which he does not
f ' ' care to tell, or cannot verbalize. He seems to be rather solitary and 
| : unhappy, and there have been at least two instances of poorly thought
f out delinquent behavior connected with drinking. ' .

L When admitted, inmate expressed an interest in a farm assignment, and
J • was placed in the inmates 1' kitchen temporarily,•until an opening de- 

■ f veloped on the farm. He has been assigned to the farm continuously
' , since August, 19 52, as helper in the fam dormitory kitchen. The report
i of 10-21-52 characterized him as average in his attitude and in his
j ' ability to get along with officers and inmates. The report of 1-39-53
L stated that he was good, as far as attitude toward his work was con-
j. earned, and ability to get along with officers and other inmates,
i but that he was only fair as far as proficiency, initiative, progress
j and ability to work in the free community were concerned.

j He has had no punishment reports. , - . ' . . •

' Little is known as to the associational pattern or friends. •

| j He has- had no visits, and corresponds with his mother and brother,
j If released he'will t^vs to be assisted by the Parole Officer. .

: It is difficult for us to make an-'adequate prediction In this case,
i . In view of the two known instances of impulsive delinquent behavior con- 
j nected with drinking, the lack of any indication of change or progress .
T here, end the age at which this pattern was continuing, we would judge
; . that he would .eventually repeat this behavior, especially if discouraged.

I Much would depend upon his obtaining-sone sort of placement with which .
L . he would be satisfied, and which would place him with people who were
; . taking an interest in him. • . - . .

L The prognosis seems to be problematic to doubtful. . .

TED INDEXED

SES:fmh
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101*11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC

FROM C SULLIVAN

date: 4-19-68

(44-561)

subject: MURK IN

In order to afford instant case expedite coverage 
the following agents will be available for the indicated shifts:

Friday night, 4-19-68

5 p.m. to midnight - SAs GIGLIO and RASCOE.

Saturday, 4-20-68

9 a.m. until leads covered - SAs ROBERTS and GROOMS.

Sunday, 4-21-68

SAs PEARSON and RITT will be available at home 
to cover any leads necessary.

Monday, 4-22-68

5 p.m. on - SAs GOSS and WILKERSON will be available 
to cover necessary leads.

1 - GIGLIO
1 - RASCOE
1 - ROBERTS
1 - GROOMS
1 - PEARSON
1 - RITT
1 - GOSS
1 - WILKERSON
1 - Switchboard
DTS:VLS
(10)

SEARCHES)--------  ..INDEXED_____
SEWALIZp^^2 FILED/^^

APR191968
FBI —SHKINGFIELD

5010-108
Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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0-9 (FTev. S-2T-64)

F B I

Date: 4/23/68
Transmit the following in _________________________ ____________________________________________________ 

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _______ Airtel____________
(P riority)

To: SAC's, Springfield (44-561) 
Memphis (44-1987)

/From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel dated 4/20/68.

Latent fingerprints previously reported this 
case not identical with the fingerprints of Paul Stanley Boothby, 
FBI #9975620, Army service born 7/l’T/^“TM' '
Lima, Ohio, who may or may not be the Paul Stanley Boothby 
named in re airtel. /

No palm prints or impressions of the lower 
joints of the fingers of Boothby contained Identification Division 
files.

\
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4/23/68

Air tel

To: SAC’s, Springfield (44-561) 
Memphis (44-1987)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel dated 4/20/68.

Latent fingerprints previously reported this 
case not identical with the fingerprints of Paul Stanley Boothby,
FBI #997562C, Army service
Lima, Ohio, who may or may not be the Paul Stanley Boothby 
named in re airtel.

No palm prints or impressions of the lower
joints of the fingers of Boothby contained Identification Division 
files.

ArR * A '.968
m e^TJiniri^url rFBl-Sr.WJGFlELD

^^ 5ZZ- ^^
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UNWED STATES DEPARTMENT OF MCE A
O FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATldO 4-23-68 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS ■ NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Army James Earl Ray 
#16 163 129

February 
19, 1946

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#B-119908

October
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray 
#139648

October 
11, 1949

suspicion
459 Penal Code 
(burglary)

8 months County 
Jail suspended; 
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jail; 146 
December 30, 
1949 Cs129438

Sheriff’s Office
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

James E, Ray 
#5937

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department
Alton, Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#7514

July 23, 
1951

no operator’s 
license - no 
State License - 
no City License

release 
la ter

d to pay

Police Department 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#D90696

May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun) Grand Jury 
^3000

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#131165

May 9, 
19o2

robber: June 13, 1952 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Joliet, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery 1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary 
Pontiac, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#19121

J^y 7’ 
1952

robber:/ 1 to 2
March 1

years
2, 1£5;

SEARCHED S3®
V ** G t' C" T fl’'’ SERIALIZEDz^

APR 2^
FBI —SHRi

ONE XEROX
COPY MADE^

from
,7 1

: 1968 n 
NGftEL? \ \ \/

b

D”^ annjtES
Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI Files but are listed investigative leads as

being possibly identical with subject of this record.
John Edgar Hoover

~ ^&£ Director
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UN^D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . '
O FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVtSTIGATlO 4-23-68 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , i$ furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
Fingerprints NAME ANO NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois

James Earl Ray 
#2640

August 
30, 1954

burglary and 
larceny

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

James E. Ray 
#40714

March 23, 
1955

investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway James Earl Ray March 23, cashing stolen released to
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

#B-3376 1955 postal money 
orders

Postal Inspector 
Kansas City, 
Missouri
March 24, 1955

United States 
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#12018

March 28, 
1955

forgery United 
States Postal 
Money Order

sentenced to 
15 months 
custody of 
Attorney General

Sheriff’s Office
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#29637

March 28, 
19 5 5

Forgery -
Government

July 7, 1955 
3 years and 2 
months

United States James Earl Ray July 7, Post Office 3 years and 9
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas

#72498-L 1955 Laws
Forge Money
Orders

months May 20, 
1958 conditional 
release March 3; 
1959 maximum 
April 5, 1958 
conditional 
release on chart 
of Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
Orders

Police Bep a rt ment 
Saint Louis, 
.Missouri

Janes Earl Ray 
<■11071

October 
10, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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■ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE A.
• federal BUREAU OF INVE5TIGATIC® 4-23-68 307 HJC

, - • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 w .
3

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

James Earl Ray 
#81071

October 
16, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, 
Missouri

Janes Earl Ray 
#00416

March 17, 
1960

"TC"
operating motor 
vehicle without 
permission of 
owner
robbery first 
"b/m DDW" 
(2 charges)

20 years (20,
7, 5, 
concurrent)

State Hospital
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

James Earl Ray
#37045 C-5

September 
8, 1933

Patient

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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4'

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

•
 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 4-23-68 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 W

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME ANO NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Ear 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fl 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, ’ 
May 10, 1967.

1 Ray for 
vehicle w 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
issouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
e "b/m of a D & D 
rden State Penite 
^formation receiv

1967 
of

W") 
ntiary 
ed

John'Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1--Bureau

U D STATES D2PA&TMENT OF Jb'STJCg . „
FEUDAL BU2SAU GF !NVi5TlSATlB 4-23-68 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 w
307 HJC

The following FBI record, NUMBER 3 'Z b , it furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by,fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by 0 are NOT based on fingerprints in F2I files but are listed only as invostigativ© leads cs 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUM3ER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
James McBride, Js 
James O'Conner, C 
custody-robbery 1 
file #88-41730 Oi 
information recei 
CAUTION: ARMED 1

James E 
.mes Walyc 
’im, for u 
:irst Fug 
:fice of C 
.ved July 
ij® DANGEb

arl Ray, also knc 
n, W.C. Herron, 
alawful flight to 
itive Index #1214 
rigin Kansas City 
27,1967.
OUS

wn as,

avoid
26 Bureau

Alias: James' Wa j .ton

WANTED BY BUREAU:
Harvey Lowmyer, C
Fugitive Index #2 
Origin Memphis, j 
CAUTION: ARMED 1

Eric St 
bhn Willa 
.27540 Bur 
informatic 
JW DANGER

arvo Galt, also k 
rd, Civil Rights- 
eau File #44-3886 
n received April 
OUS

nown as 
Conspiracy
1 Office of 
19,1968.

iSS^MIi.'A ;SD C3SI
. ..MOK.

John Edgar Hoover
Director

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



U»=D STATES DEPARTMENT CELTICS A 'F FEDERAL BUREAU OF IMViSTSGATl” 4-23-68 307 HJC 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

Th# following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF
FINGERPRINTS • NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Army

Sheriff’s Office 
Los Angeles, 
California

James Earl Ray
#16 163 129

James Earl Ray , 
#B-119908

February 
19, 1946

October 
11, 1949

suspicion of 
burglary

Police Department James Earl Ray October suspicion 8 months Count’
Los Angeles, #139648 11, 1949 459 Penal Code Jail suspended
California (burglary) 2 years 

probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jail; 143 
December 30, 
1949 CS129438

Sheriff’s Office
Cedar Rapids, lov/a

James E. Ray 
#5937

April 18, 
1950

vagrancy

Police Department James Earl Ray July 23, no operator’s released to an-
Alton, Illinois #7514 1951 license - no 

State License - 
no City License

later

Police Department
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray 
#D90596

May 6, 
1952

robbery (Gun) Grand Jury 
$3000

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois

James Ray
#131165

May 9, 
1952

robbery June 13, 1952 
sentenced to 
penitentiary 
1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Joliet, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#32419

June 13, 
1952

robbery 1 to 2 years

State Penitentiary
Pontiac, Illinois

James E. Ray 
#19121

July 7, 
1952 
in

a n s x 
from

robbery//

' ‘searched -___  
SERIALIZED^^

APR 2#

Ipto 2 years 
Mfch 12 1C - ' 
S^’3a 

: 1968 p
FBI—SPRi

' ^1°^
wt

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listecDorily as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

[C^'k£M '•---- -——~ John Edgar Hoover
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



IKED STATES DEPARTMENT OK;>T1C3 ' 
▼ ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF IMV25TiGAW' 4-23-68 307 IUC

WASHINGTON, D.C. '20537

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

Sheriff’s Office 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois

James Earl 
#2640

Ray August
30, 1954

burglary and 
larceny

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri

James E. Ray 
#40714

March 
1955

23, investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office

State Highway
Patrol
Macon, Missouri

James Earl 
#B-3376

Ray March 
1955

23, cashing stolen 
postal money 
orders

released to
Postal Inspect 
Kansas City, 
Missouri
March 24, 1955

United States 
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl 
#12018

Ray March 
1955

28, forgery United 
States Postal 
Money Order

sentenced to 
15 months 
custody of 
Attorney Gencr

Sheriff’s Office . 
Kansas City, 
Missouri

James Earl 
#29637

Ray March
1955

28, Forgery -
Government

July 7, 1955 
3 years and 
months

United States 
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas

James Earl
#72498-L

Ray July 7 
1955

Post Office
Laws
Forge Money
Orders

3 years and 9 
months May 20, 
1958 conditier, 
release March 
1959 maximum 
April 5, 1958 
conditional 
release on cha 
of Post Office 
forgery Post 
Office Money 
Orders.

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri-

Janes’ Earl
-31071

October
10, 1959

suspicion of

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads a; 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- UN*D STATES DEPARTMENT OF toCS A
■^ C FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4-23-68 3 0 7 HJC
‘ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 -

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G /is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as

CONTR13UTOR OF 
■ FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUM3ER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED • CHARGE DISPOSITION

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri

James Earl
#81071

Ray October
16, 1959

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, 
Missouri

Janes Earl
#00416

Ray March 17, 
1960

”TC” 
operating motor 
vehicle without 
permission of 
owner 
robbery first
”b/m DDW” 
(2 charges)

20 years
7, 5, 
concurren

(20, 

t)

State Hospital 
Number 1
Fulton, Missouri

James Earl
#37045 C-5

Ray September 
8,;1966

Patient

•

*

being possibly identical with subject of this record.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
John Edaar Hoover



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OULSUC: 
• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGaA

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537^
4-23-63 307 HJC

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads os 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

John Edgar Hoover 
nirprlor

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED: James Eai 
(operating motor 
owner; robbery fi 
(will extradite) 
Jefferson City, ’ 
May 10, 1967.

1 Ray for 
vehicle a 
rst degre 
Notify Wa 
issouri i

escape April 23, 
ithout permission 
e "b/m of a D & D 
rden State Penite 
nformation receiv

1967 
of

W") 
ntiary 
ed

•

•

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Tc>—

,au

piD STATES DjPAHT^M 
KDSSAl DWjAU OF IMVS'OATi

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537
4-23-63 307 HJC

The following FBI record, NUMBER u , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint Contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

CONTSnUTO* OF 
HNGstfilNTS NAMI AND NUMtSl

ASSISTED OS 
IKEIVtO CHARGE DISPOSITION

WANTED BY BUREAU: 
James McBride, Jc 
James O'Conner, C 
custody-robbery i 
file #38-41730 Or 
information rece: 
CAUTION: ARMED 7

James E 
.mes Walyc 
’im, for v 
:irst Fug 
:fice of C 
.ved July 
.ND DANGER

arl Ray, also kne 
n, W.C. Herron, 
nlawful flight tc 
itive Index #1214 
rigin Kansas City 
27,1957.
OUS

rm as,

avoid 
25 Bureau

Alias: James‘ Wal .ton

WANTED BY BUREAU:
Harvey Lowmyer, i
Fugitive Index #1 
Origin Memphis. I
CAUTION: ARMED 7

Eric st 
bhn Willa 
.27540 Bur 
Informatic 
.ND DANGER

arvo Galt, also 1 
rd. Civil Rights- 
eau File #44-3886 
n received April 
OUS

nown as 
Conspiracy
1 Office of 
19,1968.

•

•

FEDERAL BUREAU OI
; NOT BE R ESSEidlNATED CUTS I 

MiCS.
-7 -J

Natations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads « 
being possibly identical with subject of this record.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1882 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) date: 4/24/68

FROM SA LARRY W. GREEN

subject: MURKIN

Re Atlanta teletype to Springfield dated 4/21/68.

The records of the Menard State Penitentiary, 
Chester, Illinois, were search this date by SA LARRY W. 
GREEN. The records were made available by MAX P. FRY 
Menard State Penitentiary.

The records searched contained no reference to 
RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS or JAMES EARL RAY. The known aka’s 
for CURTIS were searched with negative results. No 
reference in the inmate files could be found on JAMES 
DAVID DAILEY.

MAX P. FRY stated that if the persons whose 
names have been searched were at dne time at Menard 
State Penitentiary but were subsequently transferred to 
Joliet State Penitentiary, their record would not be 
reflected at Menard, but would be contained in the 
record files at Joliet. FRY stated that the names searched 
are unfamiliar to him.

50)0-108

(^ - Springfield (44-561) 
LWG/bir

SEARCHED...............INDEXED 

S£RI alizeij^ti

APR 2 4 1968
^ FBI — SPRINGFIELi

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
^Z' l5'//

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 4/24/68

SA LARRY W. GREEN

MURKIN

Re Atlanta teletype to Springfield dated 4/21/68.

The records of the Menard State Penitentiary, 
Chester, Illinois, were search this date by SA LARRY V. 
GREEN. The records were made available by MAX P. FRY 
Menard State Penitentiary.

The records searched contained an reference to 
RAYMOND LEWIS CURTIS dr JAMES EARL RAY. The knows aka’s 
for CURTIS were searched with negative results. No 
reference in the inmate files could be found on JAMES 
DAVID DAILEY.

MAX P. FRY stated that if the persons whose 
names have been searched were at one time at Menard 
State Penitentiary but were subsequently transferred to 
Joliet State Penitentiary, their record would not be 
reflected at Menard, but would be contained in the 
record files at Joliet. FRY stated that the oases searched 
are unfamiliar to hiw.

3/- Springfield (44-561) 
LWG/bir

SEARCHED__________ ’NDEXED’ 
:SERIALIZ£P^ FILED ^^.

.hP^4-O.
■ FBI —SPRINGFIELD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

B Radio ® Teletype

URGENT ^-21^-68

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM: KANSAS CITY

MURK IN. " /

KANSAS CITY POTENTIAL CRIMINAL INFORMANT LAWRENCE EUGENE WRAY, 

FBI NUMBER 968105 B, FORMER PRISON MATE OF SUBJECT AT MO. STATE 

PENITENTIARY, PAROLED MARCH 28 LAST, IS CURRENTLY RESIDING KANSAS 

CITY. WRAY ADVISED BUAGENTS THIS DATE HE IS WILLING TO ASSIST 

BUREAU BY TRAVELING AND CONTACTING ANY UNDERWORLD SOURCE THEY MAY 

RECOMMEND, FOR EXPENSES, IN HOPE TO TURN UP SUBJECT.

WRAY IS TO MAKE FIRST CONTACT WITH MO. STATE PAROLE OFFICER 

U P.M. THIS DATE. PAROLE OFFICER UNAWARE OF WRAY’S OFFER TO FBI; 

HOWEVER, WRAY HAS NO OBJECTION TO MAKING HIM AWARE OF THIS OFFER. 

KANSAS CITY FEELS HE HAS POTENTIAL IF SPECIFIC INFORMATION FURNISHED 

HIM OF SOURCES NOT COOPERATIVE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.

BUREAU AND MEMPHIS OPINIONS REQUESTED.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

B Radio S3 Teletype

URGENT U-2U-68

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM: KANSAS CITY

MURK IN.

KANSAS CITY POTENTIAL CRIMINAL INFORMANT LAWRENCE EUGENE WRAY, 

FBI NUMBER 968105 B, FORMER PRISON MATE OF SUBJECT AT MO. STATE 

PENITENTIARY, PAROLED MARCH 28 LAST, IS CURRENTLY RESIDING KANSAS 

CITY. WRAY ADVISED BUAGENTS THIS DATE HE IS WILLING TO ASSIST 

BUREAU BY TRAVELING AND CONTACTING ANY UNDERWORLD SOURCE THEY MAY 

RECOMMEND, FOR EXPENSES, IN HOPE TO TURN UP SUBJECT.

WRAY IS TO MAKE FIRST CONTACT WITH MO. STATE PAROLE OFFICER 

U P.M. THIS DATE. PAROLE OFFICER UNAWARE OF WRAY’S OFFER TO FBI; 

HOWEVER, WRAY HAS NO OBJECTION TO MAKING HIM AWARE OF THIS OFFER. 

KANSAS CITY FEELS HE HAS POTENTIAL IF SPECIFIC INFORMATION FURNISHED 

HIM OF SOURCES NOT COOPERATIVE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.

BUREAU AND MEMPHIS OPINIONS REQUESTED.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

FBI—SPRINGEII

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

APR 241968




