
OPT*ONAL. FORM NO. 10 ■ ‘
’ MAY H62t EDHTW

* GSA FMRR <41CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : SAC / date: April 25, 1968

from : John D. Simmons

subject:: JAMES EARL RAY //

MR. VILlCIS-PA^I^^EjSOON of Mi.liii::in University Residence of 
Capi Signar'FatMrnity. Phone;#23-0186.

Mr. Paterson picked up subject on North 22nd near the 
Statley Viduct , ana took him to the corner of 48 and 121 st.

. Subject Stated h.e was going to Peoria, and that he had ,
just come from Kentucky. Subject was wearing an ol.d brown suit 
and carring a /"all red.suit case........................................................... .

Mr. Patterson said that subject had a letter t:hat subject show­
ed him, looked like it had been typed written. Subject said he was 
going to Pe.orra to pi.ck up some money.
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 10« EDmON 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR> 101-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC date: April 25,1968

from : Clerk John D. Simmons

SUBJECT-: JA.MES EARL RAY

M?.^G’egoryTurnerl6i5 Veroncia East St. Louis,advieed that 
hie thinks he say Subject JAMES EARL RAY.

Mr. Turner on his/way to work Tuesday 24, about 2:1.5 PM, saw 
subject board the bus. He said he got on the bus near Mc Kinley bridge . 
going from St. Louis to Illinois. The bus was in route to Granite City 
from St. Louis. Mr. Turner Said subject was with Smaai lady, the lady 
was wearing glasses and a white fur coat. On the arm of the coat was 
some irpstick. He stated t:hat t:he ladies knees were rough up some.

Subject was wearing a pink sweet shirt , and was bare headed. 4
Subject got off the bus at 3rd and Madison at the first stop signal.. ^
He said subject walked north down Madison Avenue, in Madison, ILLinois. 
The lady stayed on the bus. The lady hair was Blonde.
Mr. Turner phone nr. is 1-5798.

44-501-.80
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI SPRNGFL.D
I

FBI INDAPOLS

808PM URGENT 4-24-68 WJA

TO DIRECTOR <44-3861), CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS

SPRINGFIELD

FROM INDIANAPOLIS <44-563)

MIRUS

t^t*

RE SAN. FRANCIS. TEL TO BUREAU, CHICAGO, INDI ANATOLIS, KANSAS 

CITY, MEMPHIS, NEW YORK AND ST.’LOUIS, APRIL tTentYTWO LAST.

RE; JOHN LARRY RAY

RECORDS. INDIANA STATE REFORMATORY, PENDLETON, IND, DISCLOSE"

’MOHN LARRY RAYNS”, AKA. JACK, PRISON REGISTRY NO. THREE FIVE TWO

NINE SEVEN, SENTENCED TO TWO-FIVE YRS. FOR SECOND DEGREE BURGLARY

IN KOSSIUKOO SO., IND., ON JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTY AND RECEIVED AT

IND REFORMATORY JAN. TWENTYFOUR FIFTY- RAY’S" DESCRIBED A" WM ,
BORN FEB. FOURTEEN THIRTYTWO, ALTON, ILL., FIVE FT. "EVEN ONE HALF

IN., ONE TWENTYEIGHT LBS, DARK CHESTNUT HAIR, HAZEL EYES, SALLOW

COMPLEXION, SLENDER BUILD, BURN SCAR LEFT JAW, CUT SCAR TOP MIDDLE

FINGER, LEFT HAND, THIRD JOINT, PECULARITY - STUTTER". ATTENDED

PUBLIC SCHOOL QUINSY, ILL., THIRTYEIGHT TO FORTYEIGHT1. HAD WORKED

FOR WEMMS LAUNDRY, QUINSY FOR FIVE MONTH" AND TA" FIRED. STATED

MADE HOME WITH PARENTS, JERRY AND L'USILLE <MAHER)RAYNNi TWO ONE TOUR

spring st*, Quinsy 44-561—287

1 .END PAGE ONE
—. Xerox 

copes MfDEy ^

SEARSCEDau^-NDEXT^Ek 
;ERAllEED/meflLED_ML I

ALS
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PAGE TWO

IP 44-563

/FURNISHED OTHER RELATIVES AS FOLLOWS; GRANDMOTHER, MRS* MAry 

MIER, ALTON, ILL.; BROTHERS JERRY RAYNS, JR, AND FRANK RAYNS, BOtH 

RESIDING WITH PARENTS'; SISTERS MELBA, CAROL AND JANE RAYNS, ALL , 

RESIDING WITH PARENTS. , / ,

HE WAS PAROLED MARCH TWENTY^ FIFYTTWO TO ST-/F ILL. TO

RESIDE WITH UNCLE WILLIAM E. M/HER, ONE ONE ONE FIGHT E. SEVENTH

ST, ALTON, ILL., AND TO WORK FOR LEE. R. MOREHEAD, TWO ONE EIGHT

WLUAMS ST., ALTON. PAROLE/OFFICER WAS HARVEY L. LONG, ADMINISTRATOR,

INTERSTATE parole compact,, three zero nine armory BuILD ING, 

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. HE VIOLATED THIS PAROLE BY ABSCONDING FrOM 

PAROLE SUPERVIORR ON APRIL TWO FIFTY TWO BY BEING ARRESTED IN 

HOLTVILLE, CALIF. ON DEC. THREE FITTING AS A SLEEPER ACCORDING TO 

FBI REPT. UIING ALIAS ’’JOHNNY LARRY RAY; ALSO BY BEIGGTReST.EED FOr" 

LARCENY APRIL SEVEN FIFTTHHREE AT QUINCY. THIS ARREST RESULTED IN 

A ONE TO TWENTY YT. COMMITTMENT TO ILL. STATE PENItENtITRY At MENARD, 

ILL. " '

HIS IND. DELINQUENT PAROLE STATUS WAS WAIVED ON SEPT* TWO 

FIFRTWWO AND THE IND. SENTENCE EXPIRED JAN. TWENTRtHREE FIFtRFIVE- 

HE RECEIVED HIS FINAL DISCHARGE ON MAY NINE FIFTYNINE. , 

END PAGE TWO . '
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PAGE THREE - i

vEtTER in FILE DATED JAN. ELEVEN FIFYYOOUR FrOM REV. J.L.

.1STRZELEC^-CATHOL’C..CHAPLALN,-MENARLL*.JLL., ILL. STATE PENITENT-ART, 

ADDRESSED TO IND. REFORMATORY ADVISES THE CHAPLAIN .WAS WRITING ON 

'EHA^ OF "JOHN RYAN." THE CHAPLAIN STATED THAT JOHN WAS CONCERNED 

THAT IND. WOULD FILE A HOLD ON HIM AT ILL. PENITENTIARY INDANA 

REFORMATOTY ADVISED CHAPLAIN THEY HAD NO PRISONER NAMED JOHN RYAN 

ANO THE CHAPLAIN then ADVISED HE WAS writing CONCERNING JOHN . 

RUN, IND. REFORMATORY NO. THREE FIVE TWO NINE SEVEN. THE CHAPLAIN 

ADVISED THAT JOHN WAS SERVING FIVE TO TEN YRS. AT MENARD. THE 

CHAPLAIN ADVISED JOHN’S MOTHER WAS A SEMI-INVALID WITH FOUR SMALL 

CHUDREN. JOHN RAIN’S REGISTRY NO. AT THE ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY, 

MENARD, WAS TWO THREE FOUR ZERO’ONE. ,

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD AT ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY, REVIEW FILF 
JOHN LARRYtRAYN OR RYAN REGISTRY NO. TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE. 

r
AT ADAMS, ALTON AND QUINCY, ILL. LOCATE ABOVE RELATIVES AND 

INTERVIEW RE BACKGROUDD AND WHEREABOUTS OF JOHN LARRY RAY.

. CHECK SCHOOL RECORDS FOR JOHN LARRY RAY AT ADAMS FOR PERTINENT 

INYO. REVIEW URFILE TWENTYFIVE DASH SIX NINE THREE EIGHT.

AT SPRINGYIEDD CHECK ANY PERTINENT PAROLE RECORDS RE JOHN LARRY 

RAY UNDER'HIS TRUE NAME AN ALIASES.

END PAGE THREE' ' . '

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR

IP 44- .563

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD RETEL SET LEAD FOR .INDIANAPOLIS TO ATTEMPT 

TO LOCATE JAMES EARL RAY’S BROTHER IN INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS- P.
END . '

DJK _ ,

FBI SPRNGFLD ' ,

X .

4 ,
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’ PAGE TWO ■ .

IP AD-56? 

fuanihtdd other relatives as follows; grandmother, -pc. mary 

W'pER, ALTON, ILL.; BROTHERS jERRY RAYNS, JR., AND FRANK RAYis, B-tH 

RESIDING WITH PARENTS; SISTERS MELRA, CAaOL AND JANE RAYNc, ALL 

R'SID ING WITH PARENTS.

HE WAS PAROLED MARCH TWEN'TOONE F ITYTWO TO ST. OF ILL. tO 

EESKE with UNCLE W LL IAM F. MAHER, ONE 0uE .ont e 1GHt e. sEvEi:T. 

s., ALTON. ILL., AND TO WORK FOR LEER. Morehead, two one EIGHT 

WLLA"S ST., ALTON. PAROLE- OFFICER WAS HARW L. Long, ADvInttaiToOP, 

INTERSTATE PAROLE COMPACT, THREE ZERO NINE ARVOr/ BuIld-G, 

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. He VIOLATED THIS PAROLE BY ARSCONDiNG FROM 

PAROLE SUPERVISOR on APRIL TWO FIFTY TWO BY BTNG Arrested in . 

.•CLTVHLF, CALIF. Si DEC. THREE F lEYTH'S AS A SLEERM ACCORD UG .0 

F I RTPT. USING AL IAS •’O0HNNY LARRY RAY; ALSO By' BE NGGrRt-StaOD E0a' 

Larceny APRIL SEVEN F HYTH-ET A. QUINCY. THIS Arrest rEsu LtD in 

it ONE T- TWENTY YR. COMMITT-wE-NT .0 ILL. state PTUI t^tIRyy At MENArD, - 

LL.

HIS IND. DTLiNCUENT PAROLF STATUS Was WAIVED ON SEPT, two 

FHTYTW0 and .HE LN. stntenuf txpred jan. tWENTYtHaEt FIFTYFIIT. 

• + RTCTriN-r his FIML dISCHA-GF ON MAY NINE EIFyNNE:. . 

end PAGE THO •
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PAGE THANK

I -.— Tre f,v Erin mated JAN . ELEVEN FI-YFOOiR F^'M REV’ J’1’ । ■-- ■

■ S^-LEC, CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN, menard, ILL., ILL. STATE peIItFItIARY, 

ADDRESSED to IND. REFORMA-JRi ADU 5^1 the CHAPLAIN WAS WRITING ON 

REHAL- OF "JOHN RYAN." the CHAPLAIN STATED THAT JOHN WAS GONCkrNLD 

that IND. would FILE A H^LO ON HIM AT- ILL. PENITENTIARY’ INDIANA 

PEfOMATORY ADVISED CHAPLAIN they HAD .J PRISONER NAMES JOHN RYAN 

AND THE Chaplain then ADVISED HE WAS WRITING CONCERNING JOHN ■ 

RAYN, Iio. REFORMATORY NJ. THREE FIVE TWO MINE SEVEN. THE CHAPLAIN 

ADVISED THAT JOHN WAS SERVING FIVE TO TEN YSS. A- MENARD. -HE 

CHAPLAIN advised JOHN'S mother WAS A SEH-TIVALID WITH FOUR SMALL 

CHILDREN. John rayns registry NO. AT THE ILL. S-ATE PE I-FItIARY, 

MENARD, WAS TWO THREE FOUR -ZERO ONE.

SPRINGFILU; AT Menard a- ill. STATE PENITENTIARY, REVIEW FILE! 
/ . . •

JOHN LARRYrAAnn or ryAN REGISTRY NO. TWO THREE FOUR ZERJ one.

AT ADAMS, ai.ton AND QUINCY, ILL. LOCATE ABOVE relatives AID 

INTERVIEW RF BACKGROUND AND WhEREARJU-S O- John LARRY RAY’

CHECK SCHOOL R.ECORiSS -OR JOHN LARRY RAY.A- Adams f-.o= .pEr-IMFN y 

INFO. REVIEW URFILE TWE’sTYFIVE DASH SIX -UNE THREE EIGHT.

AT SPRINGFIELD CHECK ANY PER-HEN- PAROLE RECORDS RE JOHN LARRY 

PAY UNDER HIS TRUE name AN'AL-ASES.

. FIL PAGE THREE ' ■
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V"ml SPENGFLE

FBI INDAPOLS

808PM URGENT 4-24-68 WJA

TO DIRECTOR (44-3861), CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SPRINGFIELD

FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)

MURKIN.

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU, CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS, KANSAS

CITY, MEMPHIS, NEW YORK AND ST. LOUIS, APRIL TWENTYTWO LAST.

RE; JOHN LARRY RAY.

RECORDS, INDIANA STATE REFORMATORY, PENDLETON, IND., DISCLOSES

"JOHN LARRY RAYNS", AKA. JACK, PRISON REGISTRY NO. THREE FIVE TWO

NINE SEVEN, SENTENCED TO TWO-FIVE YRS. FOR SECOND DEGREE BURGLARY

IN KOSCIUSKO CO., IND., ON JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTY AND RECEIVED AT

IND. REFORMATORY JAN. TWENTYFOUR FIFTY. RAYNS DESCRIBED-AS WM ,
BORN FEB. FOURTEEN THIRTYTWO ALTON, ILL., FIVE FT. SEVEN ONE HALF

IN., ONE TWENTYEIGHT LBS, DARK CHESTNUT HAIR, HAZEL EYES, SALLOW

COMPLEXION, SLENDER BUILD, BURN SCAR LEFT JAW, CUT SCAR TOP MIDDLE

FINGER, LEFT HAND, THIRD JOINT, PECULARITY - STUTTERS. ATTENDED

PUBLIC SCHOOL QUINCY, ILL., THIRTYEIGHT TO FORTYEIGHT. HAD WORKED

FOR WEMMS LAUNDRY, QUINCY FOR FIVE MONTHS AND WAS FIRED. STATED

MADE HOME WITH PARENTS, JERRY AND LUCILLE (MAHER)RAYNS, TWO ONE FOUR

SPRING ST., QUINCY.
SEARCHED

INDEXED
END PAGE ONE SERIALIZEDMrFILED M

APR241968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD

244 - 561 - 287the
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

IP 44-S63

FURNISHED OTHER RELATIVES AS FOLLOWS? GRANDMOTHER. Mpe. MARY 

MAHEi , ALTON, ILL.J BROTHERS JERRY RAyNI. JR . AND FRANK RAyNs. BOTH 

RESIDING WITH PARENTS; SISTERS MELRA. CArOL AND JANE RAYNS. ALL 

RESIDING WITH PARENTS.

HE WAS PAROLED MARCH TWENTTONE FIETYT’JO TO ST. OF ILL. TO 

RESIDE WITH UNCLE WILLIAM F. MAHER, ONE ONE ONE EIGHT E. SEVENTH 

ST. -ALTON. ILL.. AND TO WORK FOR LEE R. MOREHEAD, TWO ONE EIGHT

W LL IAMS ST.. ALTON. PAROLE OFF ICER WAS HARVEY L. LONG. ADMINIitrAtOp.

INTERSTATE PAROLE COMPACT. THREE ZE.RO NINE ARMORY RUILDUG. 

SPRINGFIELD. ILL. HE VIOLATED THIS PAROLE BY ARSCOND^NG FROM 

PAROLE SUPERVIORR ON APRIL TWO FIFTY TWO BY BEING ARRESTED IN 

HJOTTILLE. CALIF. ON DEC. THREE F ITTIWO AS A SLEEPER ACCORD UGG TO 

FBI REPT. US ING ALIAI JOHNNY LARRY RAy; ALSO By BEIFGRRRITfFD FOr v 

LARCENY APRIL SEVEN EIFTITHRFF AT QUINCY. .HIS ARREST RESULTED IN 

A ONE TO TWENTY YR. COMMITTMENT TO ILL. STATE PENTTEI■TIRTY A. MFNArD. 

ILL.

HII IND. DELINQUENT PAROLE STATUS WAS WAIVED ON SEPT. TWO

FtETYTWO AND THE IND. SENTENCE EXPIRED JAN. TWENTYTHREE EI!iyFI/F.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

LETTER IN FILE DATED JAN. ELEVEN FIFtyJOur FrJM RFV. J.L.
| STRZELE'C, CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN MENARD, ILL., ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

ADDRESSED to IND. REFORMATORY ADVISES THE CHAPLAIN WAS WRITING ON 

BEHALF OF "JOHN RYAN." THE CHAPLAIN STATED THAT JOHN WAS CONCERNED 

THAT Ind. WOULD FILE A HOLD ON HIM AT ILL. PENITENTIARY* INDIANA 

reformatoty advised chaplain they HAD NO PRISONER NAMED JOHN rtan 

AND THE CHAPLAIN THEN ADVISED'HE WAS WRITING CONCERNING JOHN 

RAtN» IND. REFORMATORY NJ. THREE FIVE TWO NINE SEVEN. THE CHAPLAIN 

ADVISED’ THAT JOHN WAS SERVING FIVE TO TEN tRS. At MENARD. THE 

CHAPLAIN ADVISED JOHN’S MOTHER WAS A SEMI-INvALID WITH FOUR SMALL 

CHILDREN. JJHN RAtN’S REGISTRY NJ. AT THE ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY, 

MENARD,’WAS TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD AT ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY, REVIEW FILE 

JOHN LARRY RATI OR rtAN REGISTRY NJ. TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

AT ALAMS, ALTON AND QUINCt, ILL. LOCATE ABOVE RELATIVES AND 

INTERVIEW RF BACKGROUND AND WHEREABOUTS OF JOHN LARRT RAY.

CHECK SCHOOL RECORDS FOR JOHN LARRY RAY AT ALAMs FOR PERTINENT 

INFO. REVIEW URFILE TWFNTYFIVE LASH SIX NINE THREE EIGHT.

AT SPRINGFIELD CHECK ANT PERTINENT PAROLE RECORDS RE JOHN LArRT 

oat UNDER HIS TRUE NAME an aliases.

IND PAGE THREE
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IP 44- 563

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD RETEL SET LFAD FOR INDIANAPOLIS TO ATTEMPT

TO LOCATE JAMES EARL RAY'S BROTHER IN INDIANApOLIs DIVISION.

ARMED ANL DANGEROUS. P.

ENL '

DJK

FBI SPRNGFLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI ATLANTA ' -

10:35 PM URGENT 4/24/68 LBN

TO DIRECTOR MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS

CITY, SPRINGFIELD AND MIAMI. .

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386)

MJURIN. •

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION, APRIL TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYEIGHt:

• NEW AND USED CAR DEALERS IN'ATLANTA AND'SUBURBAN AREAS , 

HAVE BEEN "CONTACTED AND SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY. SUCH CHECKS 

CONCLUDED TODAY AND ALL NEGATIVE.. PROJECT OF CONtACTNNG 

INDIVIDUALS ADVERTISE AUTOMOBLESS FOR SALE THROUNHT NEWSPAPER 

ADS BETWEEN MARCH TWENTYFOUR AND APRIL -FIvE LAST UNDERWAY, 

.NEGATIVE TO DATE, CONTINUING* ' *

CAR RENTAL AGENCIES IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS 

CONCLUDED TODAY WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF 'RAY EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE 

-RESULTS. ' '

■ * CONTACT'S WITH CREW MEMBERS ON EASTERN AIRLNNES FOREIGN 

FLIGHTS THREE TWO ZERO AND THREE TWO EIGHT ON APRIL FIVE LAST 

CONCLUDDD EXCEPT, FOR ONE STEWARDESS WHO WILL BE INTERVIEWED (APRIL

TWENTYF-WE NEXT SUCH CHECKS ARE NEGATIVE

END PAGE ONE

INDEXED. 
. FILED—

SP!RINNGRLL!

^-^/-.^
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO .. 

STORAGE GARAGES, CITY OF ATLANTA' CONTACTED AND RAY'S

PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS* ALL OPEN PARKING 

LOTS VICINITY OF ONE ONE 'THREE FOURTEENTH STREET HAVE BEEN 

CONTACTED WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY SHOWN TO OWNERS AND ATTENDANSS 

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS* ' '

' .REMAINING CREW MEMBERS OF EASTERN AIRLINES FLGGHT ONE

THREE THREE, APRIL TWELVE LAST INTERVIEWED REGARDING A PASSENGER 

.RESEMBLING RAY WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS* THEY CONFIRMED INFORMATION 

FURNISHED APRIL. TWENTYT'HREE, SIXTYEIGHT, BY OTHER CREW MEMBERS 

WHO STATED GILCHRIST WAS TN ERROR BY STATING ONLY ONE PASSENGER 

DEBARKED AT HOUSTON, TEXAS* THEY STATED NO OnE ON PLANE RESEBLING 

RAY. ' '

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, GARNER’S SISTER AND WOMAN LINEN

CHANGE:R AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET, , REINtERVEWWED THIS 

DATE AND furnihhed NO additional INFORMATION. ‘

^;IEELJIAYM2W DONDACONFI^ COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA, 

GEORGIA, ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVHWWED. EOWEA WAS 

ACQUATNEED WITH RAY/AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE 

END PAGE TWO.. .
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PAGE THREE.., .

■ YEARS, ENDING SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYSIX, WHEN DOWDA ' 

RELEASED. DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INUECTIOSS 

AND WAS ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION. RAY USED AMPHETIMINE., 

DOWDA STATED. HAROLD SCHAEPER, GUARD ON GATE AT@AT

. PRISON, WAS. FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND BELEEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING

. THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOlfRC^ OF 

INCOMIE TO SUPPORT A THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOpE HABIT 

AS WELL AS FIFTEEN TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES* 

DOWDA CLAIMS THREE NE:GRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER

♦ PROTESTING DEMIAL OF BLACK MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY • 

KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW WHO DID. DESCRIBED RAY As RACIST WHO 

FELT ALL NEGROES TN THAT PRISON SHOULD BE KILLED AND SAID RAY 

MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL

' MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY'S CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON 

WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC? WHO HANDLED DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN

, THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW. NEIL ’ ABBEY-'S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS 

, BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE THE-CHIEF COOK AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER '

ENDPAGE THREE... ' '
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PAGE FOUR.... , . '

CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER fRoM CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE

WAS A, PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL LOCATED ABOVE SAN

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY WOULD ONLY HAVE AN

ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWA’S FATHER. CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA. 

FORMELY ROUTE ONE. SANFORD. FLORIDA. BUT PRESENTLY On/ONE ZERO 

SOUTH CHANDLER STREET. DELAND.^FLORIDA. DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN 

ANY MANNER WITHXRAY SNCe DOWD’S RELEASE. STATED/anotHER FORMER 

A8-3496*.
INMATE/ PAUL_ALVS_LA!L.J!R.1..AKA2AUL ALVIN CARTER. THRtYFOUR 
8ARBODOS DRIVE. PALM SPRINGS^ WEST PALM BEACH' FLORIDA. WAS

FRIENDLY WITH RA/ A'OD DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY MARCH. SIXTYEIGHT. 
BUT no mention .Made of ray. t DOWDA has no idea why ray would go

TO ATLANTA.

MIAMI. CONTACT CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA. ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH 

CHiANDLER STREET. DELAND. FLORIDA. AND PAUL ALVIN LAIL. JR.. WEST 

PALM BEACH. FLORIDA. TO DETERMINE IF RAY HAS CONTACTED THEM.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY. MO.. INTERVIEW GUARD. /

HAROLD SCHAEFERS. CONCERNING RAY. ALSO DETERMINE PRESENT’WHERjS

NEL-ABBEY aka. , /
ABOUTS OF l^NMATE^N^EAL ABBEY (PHONETIC) AND' DSNAL.D DEAN.Rite AND 
END PAGE FOUR.... / ; /
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PAGE FIVE-............ '

SET OUT LEADS FOR THEIR -INTORVIEW CONCERNING POSSIBLE CONTACT BY 

RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS* ( *

END , ■ ' - .

DJK ’ • - ’ .

FBI SPRNGFLD . .

TU •
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10x35 PM URGENT 4/24/fig LBN

TO DIRECTOR MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS 

CITY, SPRINGEELD AND MAM.

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386)

MUR IN.

SUMMARY OE INVEST I GAT-ION, APRIL TWENTYFOpR, sIXTYEIGHt* 

NEW AND USED CAR DEALERS IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS

HAVE BEEN CONTACTED AND SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY. SUCH CHECKS 

concluded today and all negative, project of contacting 

INDIVIDUALS ADVERTISING AUTOMOBLEES FOR SALE tHrOuGHt NEWSPAPER 

ADS BETWEEN MARCH TWENTYEOUR AND APRIL EVE LAST UNDERWAY,

st NEGATIVE TO DATE, CONTINUING.

CAR RENTAL AGENCIES IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN ArEAS

CONCLUDED TODAY WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE

RESULTS. -^-.^.^^u

contacts with.Crew members on eastern, airline's foreign

FLIGHTS THREE TWO ZERO AND THREE TWO EIGHT ON APRIL FIVE LAST

CONCLUDED EXCEPT FOR one STEWARDESS WHO WILL BE INTERVIEWED APRIL

twentyfive next, such checks are negative.

END PAGE ONE.

FBI—PPRIGGFIELD

SEARCHED.—„INDEX 
SERIALLY FILED m^
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PAGE TWO

STORAGE GARAGES, CITY OF ATLANTA, CONTACTED AND RAY'S

PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. ALL OPEN PARKING

LOTS VICINITY OF ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET HAVE BEEN

CONTACTED WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY SHOWN TO OWNERS AND ATTENDANTS

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

REMAINING CREW MEMBERS OF EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE

THREE THREE, APRIL TWELVE LAST INTERVIEWED REGARDING A PASSENGER

RESEMBLING RAY WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THEY CONFIRMED INFORMATION

FURNISHED APRIL TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYEIGHT, BY OTHER CREW MEMBERS

WHO STATED GILCHRIST WAS IN ERROR BY STATING ONLY ONE PASSENGER

DEPARKED AT HOUSTON, TEXAS. THEY STATED NO ONE ON PLANE RESERLING

RAY.

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER GARNER'S SISTER AND WOMAN LINEN

CHANGER AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET, REINTERVIEWED THIS

DATE AND FURNISHED NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA,

GEORGIA, ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS

ACQUAINTED WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE

END PAGE TWO:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

YEARS, ENDING SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE

RELEASED. DOWDA STATED ray was dope

ii.xtyiix, when dowda

ADDICT, USING

AND WAS ADDICTED PRIOR TO , INCARCERATION. RAy USED

■ DOWDA STATED HAROLD SCHAEFER, GUARD ON GATE At^At

PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME

injections

AMPHHEIMINE

TO BE SELL TNG

THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA CLAIMED rAy HAD UNKNOWN OuT^DE SOURCE OF

INCOME TO SUPPORT A THIRTyFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPE. HABIT

AS WELL AS FIFTEEN TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES

DOWDA CLAIMS THREE NEGRO PRISONERS KILTED IN PRISON AFTER

PROTESTIGG DTMIAL OF BLACK MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY

KILLED THE NEGROES Or KNOW WHO DID. DESCRiEDD rAy As RACIST WHO

FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD BE KILLED AND SAID RAY

MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL

martin Luther king. dowda stated ray’s closest frifnd IN PRISON

A JOB IN \

THE

ABBEY was at ONE time CHIEF COOK At the prison. another

ENDPAGE THREE

KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW NTILABBEY’S PRESENT

NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED DOPE AND GOT RAY
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CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE

WAS A PSYCHLATR1ST AT'NAPA STATE HOSPITAL LOCATED ABOVE SAN

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, DOWDA STATED RAY WOULD Only HAVE AN

ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF, DOUDA’S FATHER, CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA, 

FORMFLY ROUTE ONF, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO 

SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA. DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN 

ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWD’S RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER 

INMATE PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIrtTFOuR

BARBADOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, WA$ 

FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EAR.LY MARCH, sIXTYEIGHT, 

BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDEA WHY RAY WOULD GO 

TO ATLANTA.

MIAMI, CONTACT CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA. ONE ONE ZERO SOutH

CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA, AND PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., WEST

PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, TO DETERMINE IF. RAY HAS CONTACTED THEM.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO., INTERVIEW GUARD,

HAROLD SCHAEFER, CONCERNING RAy. ALSO DETERMINE PRESENT WHERE­

ABOUTS OF INMATE METAL ABBEY (PHONETIC) AND DONALD DEAN RIGGER AND

END PAGE FOUR
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FO*JC (Nev. 5.22-64)

F 8 I

Date: 4/25/68
Transmit the following in PLANTERS'

(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Via URGENT-__
(Priority)

TO SAC, CLFVFIAND

FROM:

ONF SIX

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MUREIN. CR

ON APRIL TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, SI

TWO THRFF DASH C ADVISED HE FORMERLY KNFW JAMES FARL

RAY, BUT HAS NOT SFFN HIM IN APPROXIMATELY SFVFN OR

YEARS. INFORMANT RFCALLFD THAT RAY WAS CO^INTD TO THF

FIGHT

ON

CITY, MISSOURI PENITENTIARY WITH ONF WILLIAM JOSFPH KRAMZFR

HF BELIFVFD IN EKFTFFN SIXTY THRFF AND NINETFEN SIXTY [FOUR

INFORMANT SAID KRAMZFR IS SUPPOSFDLY IN PRISON', W RFABOUTS

UNKNOWN, AFTFR BEING CONVICTED IN CLFVHAND FOR WHITF SLAVE.

CLEVELAND WILL CONTACT UNITED STATFS MARSHAL TO

DFTERMINF WHFRF KRAMZFR INCARCFRATFD AND SFT OUT LFADS TO HAVF

HIM INTERVIEWED 'CONCERNING RAY

P

HD

JTG:skt

(4)

©. Springfield (44-561) 
1 - Bureau (AM)

Approved; Sent'

. Kansa1
1

FILED.,

M
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FBI CLEVELAND

FBI, SPRNGFLL „

930AM URGENT 4/25/68 MAL 

TO CLEVELAND .

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN* CR. , . ■
s

ON APRIL TWENTY FOUR/ NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, SI 

ONE SIX TWO THREE LASH C ALVISEL HE FORMERLY KNEW JAMES EARL 

RAY, BUT HAS NOT SEEN HIM IN APPROXIMATELY SEVEN OR EIGHT 

YEARS* INFORMANT RECALLED THAT RAY WAS CONFINED TO THE JEFFERSON 

CITY, MISSOURI PENTITENTIRYY WITH ONE WILLIAM JOSEPH KRAMZER,
I 

HE BELEEVED IN NINETEEN SIXTY THREE ANL NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR*

.INFORMANT SAIL KRAMZER IS SUPPOSEDLY IN PRISON, WHEREABOUTS 

UNKNOWN, AFTER BEING CONVECTEL IN CLEVELAND FOR WHITE SLAVE*

CLEVELNND WILL CONTACT UNITEL STATES MARSHAL TO 

LETERMINE WHERE KRAMZER INCARCEHTTLD ANL SET OUT LEADS TO HAVE

HIM INTERVEEWEL CONCERNING RAY.

ENL

LJL ’

FBI CLEVELNND

SIARCHID,.._:.......■-------  
S^RIALIZIO.....,..(^Mr"- 

INDIXID.„~«-------------  
FILE 0 mMHmMm"* Z«/X-^i

^,4-561-289
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FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI ALBANY

11:48 AM URGENT 4/25/68 P^B O', 

TO DIRECTOR (44-3886), BUFFALO., MEMPHIS <44-1987.)

CHCCAGO (44-1114), KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

FROM ALBANY (44-493) 1P (

MURKIN.. ■ , ' * ‘

RE ALBANY TT, APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST.

ERNEST THRIFT^ WHO HAS BEEN MANAGER ALBANY COUNTRY 

CLUB, GUILLERLANL, NY, FOR THREE YEARS, STATES NO - 

RECORDS KEPT OF OLD EMPLOYEES-, ROBERT LA FAVE, MAINENAACEE 

ENGINEER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB? DUANE SKINNER, FORMER 

MANAGER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB) CHARLES G- CAMPBELL, 

ASSISTANT PRO, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB, ALL ADVISED RECALLED 

EARL EVERET RAY, WHO WAS EMPLOYED AT OLD ALBANY COUNTRY 

CLUB THEN LOCATED ALBANY, NY, AS HOUSEMAN FpR PERIOD 

OF APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS WITH RESIDNNEE AT COUNTRY , 

CLUB- COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

ON HIM- KNEW OF NO VISITROS HE HAD AND WERE UNABLE 

TO ILEATIF•Y PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT, JAIMES EARL RAY- ' 

ALL ADVISED NO OTHER EMPLOYEES PRESENTLY AVAILABLE WHO 

WOULD HAVE KNOWN EARL EVERET RAY- P­

END ' ' '

FBI SBRNGELD APR 251968

4456/-290
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FBI ALBANY

H:48 AM URGENT 4/25/68 PXR

TO DIRECTOR (44-3«861, BUFFALO, MEMPHIS (44-19*71

CHICAGO (0-111.41, KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD (44-5611

FROM ALBANY (44-493) 1P

MURKIN.

REVAlRANY TT, APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST.

ERNEST THRIFT, WHO HAS BEEN MANAGER ALBANY COUNTRY, 

CLUB, AUILDERLANO, Ny, FOR THREE YEARS, STATES NO 

RECORDS KEPT OF OLD EMPLOYEES. ROBERT LA FAVE, MAINTENACCE 

ENGINEER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB* DUANE SKINNER, FORMER. 

MANAGE;-., AL FUNNY COUNTRY CLpBl CHARLES G. CAMPBELL,

ASSISTANT PRO, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB, ALL ADVISED RECALLED

EARL EV'ERCT RAy, WHO WAS EMPLOYED AT OLD ALBANY COUNTRY

CLUB THEN LOCATED ALBANY, NY, AS HOUSEMAN FOR PERIOD

OF APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS WITH RE.SICANCE AT COUNTRY

CLUB. COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION

ON HIM. KNEW OF NO VlSlTROS HE HAD AND WERE UNABLE

TO IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH Of/.$UBJECT, JAMES EARL RAy.

ALL ADVISED NO OTHER EMPLOYEES PRESENTLY AVAILABEE WHO 

WOULD HAVE KNOWN EARL EVERET RAy. P 

END 

MAL • ' -

FBI SPRNGFLD
SEARCHED.. 
SCRI ALLICED.

. INDEXED 

Filed

APR251968
FBi-SPNIGGCIELD
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FBI SPRNGFLD '

FBI .MEMPHIS " ‘ ‘

1156 AM URGENT 4-25-68 MCP -

. TO, KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 1P ' ■

MJRKIN. ' ' ’ ‘

। THE BUREAU BY TEL APRIL TEENTYFOUR PAST TO MEMPHIS AND ’ 

KANSAS CITY DESGGNATED 00 AS MEMPHIS IN ENTIRE MATTER* REQUEST 

MADE' OF’KANSAS CITY THAT IT SHOULD FORWARD APPROPRIATE COPIES 

ALL COMMUNICATINNS IN ITS FILE TO MEMPHIS* MEMPHIS THEREAFTRR

, ILL SUBMIT SUMMARY TO ALL OFFICES SO THAT SUBSEQUENT LOGICAL

‘ investigate may be conducted. , .

KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO REQUESTED SUBMIT

'APPROPRIATE DATTA CONCERNING RTLATIEES INTERVIEWED AND LOCATION 

RELATIVES IN RESPECTIVE DIVISINNS SO THAT MEMPHIS HAS ALL

PERTINENT INFO FOR ITS SUMMARY.

SUBMIT PROMPTLY. ,

A & D.

P. END.

EHAT IS THE EORD IN THE FIRST PARA.

OFFICES. TU

GDR '

FBI SPRNGFLD . '

^4^4— *

5 LINE AND THE6WORD-__ 
SEARCHED——UNEEDIED—__ 

’ seraujzp^.FilE-
APR251S68 /?

RtaSBr

6/ -9TZ
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FBI SPRNGFLD

FRI MEMPHIS

1156 AM URGENT 4-25-68 MCP

TO KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 1 P

MlRKTN.

- THE BUREAU BY TEL APRIL TWFNTYFOUR PAST TO M 

KANSAS CITY DESIGNATED 00 AS MEMPHIS IN ENT IRE MA 

MADE OF KANSAS CITY THAT IT SHOULD FORWARp APPROP 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS IN ITS FILE TO MEMPHIS* MEMPH 

ILL SUBMIT SUMMARY TO ALL OFFICES SO THAT SuBsEQU 

investigate may be conducted.

KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO REQUES 

APPROPRITEE DATEA CONCERNING RELATIVES INTEKVIEWE 

RELATIVES IN RESPECTIVE DIV SINNS SO THAT MEMPHI 

pertinent info for its summary.

SUBMIT PROMPTLY.

A & D.

P. END.

WHAT IS THE WORD IN THE FIRST PARA. 5 LINE AND T 

OFFICES. TU

FBI SPROGFLD

EMPHIS AND

TTER. REQUEST 

riate copies 

is thereafter 

ENT LOGICAL

SEARCHED^^. INDEXED_ _ _ _ J
FLED

FBI —SPRIOGFIE|D^J> 

>61—2?:!/



SD-35 (Rev. 3.22-54)

F 8 I

Transmit the loHowirg In,

„ AIRTELVia

Date: 4-24-638

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

I 
I 
I 
i

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
i
I 

1
I 
I 

-4
I

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33361)
FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN •

On the night of 4-24-63, WALTER TERRY RIFE, Quincy, 
Illinois was interviewed on a Quincy TV Station re JAMES EARL 
RAY, at 6 P.M. Two teeephone calls were later received by wife, 
MARY RIFE, at the Virginia Hotel, in which the caller a male negro 
voider asked for WALTER RIFE. MARY stated that RIFE was asieep. 
Both times the caller stated "Tell him that we will be seeing 
him." The caller then hung up.

TJue Quincy, HHnois ’Police Department was contacted, 
and tie Virginia Hotel and the Quincy PD hare requested a trap 
be placed by the Telephone Company to locate the caller. *

RIFS continues to display a cooperative attttude 
with the Bureau concerning MURKIN.

.3 - Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - Memphis (44-1937)

'2- Springfield (44-561)

SEARCHED.THMIW*''"’"'™"'

Approved:-----—-------------------------------------
Special Agent in Charge
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FD36 (Rev, $-22-04)

fbi

• Date:: 4-24-68 . i
Transmit the following in ---------------------- --------- ------------------------------- ------ ------------------ L.J

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRT'EL AIRMAIL . I .
Via

(Pnonty) ।

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-5161)
SUBJECT: MUREIN '

. On the night of 4-24-68, WALTER TERRY RIFE, Quincy, 
Illinois was interviewed on a Quincy TV Station re JAMES.EARL 
RAY, at 6 P.M. Two telephone calls were later received by wife, 
MARY RIFE, at the Virginia Hotel, in which the caller a ma "Li negro 
voiceo asked for WALTER RIFE. MARY stated that RIFE was asleep. 
Both times the caller stated "Tell him that we will be seeing 
him" The caller then hung up.

The Quincy, Illnnois Police Department was contacted, 
and the Virginia Hotel and the Quincy PD have requested a trap 
be placed by the Telephone Company to locate the caller.

RIFE contnnues to display a cooperative attUH 
with the Bureau concerning MURKIN.

3 - bureau (44-38861)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) 

f^- Spp-ingfield (44-561)
*EHD:,djk

SEARCHED....---------- —
SERIALIZED.„_m?e
INDEXED_„^
FILED...---------^Mt

Aeprovld: —...... .............................................. Sent.._______________ M Per -- - -___________
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI SPRNGFLL

FBI MINNAPLS

1146 AM 4-25-68. URGENT TJJ

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS', ST. LOHS, AND sprINGFILLD 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450)

MUR KN. CR.

RE ST. LOUIS tfl APRIL twenty-four, last.

ROY WlLis, SIX five zero, eight EIEeEFNtH AVENUE SOUTH, 

RICHE IFiD/MlNNESOTA, ADVISED HF WAS FORMER POLICE officer 

wItH HANNIBAL, MISSOURI PL. GILLIS ADVISED HE VAGUELY RECALLED 

1 EARL RAY BEING HELD TN HANN^AL FOR FEDERAL AutHoItIEs. 

WILL11 ADVISED HE LIL not RUY A car FROMM ray rut RAy ASKED 

HIM TO SELL IT FOR Hm. WLLS stated HF relieves instant 

VEHICLE TO HAVE REEN AN OLL<MODEL LINCOLN WHICH HE FINALLY 

SOLD ^MEnME AFTER RAY HAL BEEN TRASFIRrED TO U. S. 

PENITENTIARY, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. WILLIS STATED HE REMFjEs 

HE WAS TO SELL THE CAR AND FORWARD PROCEEDS FROM SALE TO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/

157-450

PAGE TWo

CONCERNING THE SALE nF tHE CAR FROM THE u. s. PENITENTIARY, 

LEAVENWORTH. WILLIS does not RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEHICLE

WAS SOLO OR HOW THE, VEHICLE WAS PAID for. WILLIS ADVISED TO 

BEST OF HIs RECOLLECTION, RAY, IN NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE, 7aS 

FRIENDLY with A POLICE CHARACTER BY NAME OF BUDDY BALLER1 

OR' BATCHELOR, WHO HAD HAD NUMEROUS ARREST'S BOtH IN HAWN UAL, 
^WR1* AND mnwY, ILLINOIS, FOR burglary, prostitution, 

ETC .

WILLIS STATED HE RECALLS BATCHELDER AS BEING WHITE 

MAIL, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAY AND BEING SHORT AND STOCKY. 

ELIJS SEATED HE IS CERTA IN THAT SOME OF THE OLD-TIMF OFF 'ICFRS 

WOULD BE ARLF TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER.

WILLIS STATED THAT HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAy WAs 

FRIENDLY WITH THE OWNER OF ALIBI TAVERN, WHOSE NAME WILLIS 

RECALLED AS SOMETHING LIKE CHARLIE GUNN. WILLIS STATED HF ' 

SEEMS TO RECALL SOME INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING 

RA) i. BOXELU. AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FROM QUINCY.

ST. LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER WHO REPORTEDLY 

. WAS IN CUSTODY THE SAME TIME ASRA) AND INTERVIEW HIM FOR 

ANY INFORMATION HE MAY HAVE CONCERNING RA).

END PAGE TWO
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FBI SPRNGFLD { .
' . . ‘•I ■ '

FBI MIEEAPLS ( ^ (

1146 AM 4-25-6*8 URGENT TJJ
TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUS, AND SPRINGFELLD '

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450) , ’

. M1RRIN. CR. ■

RE ST. LOUIS TEL APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, LAST.

ROY WILLIS, SIX FIVE ZERO EIGHT FIFTEENTH AVENUE SOUTH, 

RICHFIELD, MINNESOTA, ADVISED HE WAS FORMER POLICE OFFICER 

WITH HANNIBAL, MISSOURI PD. WILLIS ADVISED HE VAGUELY RECALLED 

JAMES EARL RAY BEING, HELD IN HANNIBAL FOR FEDERAL AUTHORITIES- 

WILLIS ADVISED HE DID NOT BUY A CAR FROM RAY BUT RAY A$KED 

HIM TO SELL IT FOR HIM. W.ILLIS STATED HE BELEEVES INSTANT 

VEHICLE TO HAVE*BEEN AN OLD MODEL LINCOLN WHICH HE FINALLY

SOLD SOMETIME AFTER RAY HAD BEEN TRASFERRED TO U S 

PENITENTIARY, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. WILLIS STATED HE BELTEVES 

HE WAS TO SELL THE CAR AND FORWARD PROCEEDS FROM SALE TO 

someone:, name’NOT RECALLED, IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS. wllIs 
STATED HE BELTEVVS RAY WROTE AT LEAST ONE LETTER TO HIM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/

MP 157-450 •
PAGE TWo .

~ CONCERNING THE SALE OF THE CAR FROM THE U. S. PENITENTIARY,

‘ LEAVENWORTH. WILLIS DOES NOT RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEHICLE

WAS SOLD OR HOW'THE VEHICLE WAS PAID FOR. WILLIS ADVISED TO 

BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, RAY, IN NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE, WAS 

FRIENDLY WITH A POLICE CHARACTER BY NAME OF BUDDY BATCHELDER 

' OR BATCHELOR, WHO HAD HAD NUMEROUS ARREST'S BOTH IN HANNIIAL, 

■ MISSOURI, AND QUINCY, ILLINOIS, FOR BURGLARY, PROSTITUTION, 

ETC.

WILLIS STATED HE RECALLS BATCHELDRR AS BEING WHITE 

MALE, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAY AND BEING SHORT AND STOCKY* 

WILLIS STATED HE IS CERTAIN THAT SOME OF THE OLD-TIME OFFICERS 

WOULD BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER.

WILLS STATED THAT HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAY WAS 

FRIENDLY WITH THE OWNER OF ALABI TAVERN, WHOSE NAME WILLIS 

RECALLED AS SOMETHING LIKE CHARLIE GUNN. WILLIS STATED HE 

SEEMS TO RECALL SOME IOVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING 

RAY N. BOXELDER AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FR^M QUINCY.

ST. LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDRR- WHO REPORTEDLY 

^ WAS IN CUSTODY THE SAME TIME AS RAY AND INTERVEEW HIM FOR

ANY INFORMATONN HE MAY,HAVE‘CONCERNING RAY.

END PAGE TWO - . -
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MP 157-450

PAGE THREE ,

KANSAS CITY, ASCERTAIN WHETHER? OR NOT IT IS POSSIBLE

THROUGH MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY INSTANT VEHICLE

* SOLD BY RAY AND IDENTIFY PURCHASER SO THAT PURCHASER MAY 

BE INTERVIEWED WITH VIEW TO LOCATING THE ULTIMATE RECIPIENT 

OF THE .PROCEEDS OF THIS SALE.

SPRINGFIELD, AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY^ 

BATCHELDER AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATES OF RAY.

END , ,

MAL . .

FBI SPRNGFLD . - - ,

X

.1

\
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rf ST* LOUIS TEL APRIL T-W/Ity-fOUr, LAST*

ROY W LUS* SIX F IVE ZERO E IOTT f lETEENTH AVENUE SOutH, 

RICHFIELD, MINNESOTA, ADVISED TE WAS FORMER POLICE OFFICER 

with taeni?al, Missouri pd* wllis advised te vaguely recalled 

JAMES EARL RAY BEING HELD IN TAEEIRAL FOR federal AutTOoI-I-~* 

TILLIS -advised he DID EOT BUY A CAR FROM RAY BUT RAY Asked 

TIM TO SELL IT FOR TIM. WILLIS Stated HE BELIEVES fESTAST 

'VEHICLE TO HAVE BEEE a.E OLD MODEL LI.NCOLI' WHICH TE FINALLY
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MP 157-450

page thO

co-ErNNG the sale Of the car from the u. s. penitentiary.

LEamfW:ObTb. W LLIS DOES NOT RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEH HUE

WAS SOLD Or hom the veh hjle was PAID for. W ll ISO ADVISED TO 

best or his RECOLLECTION/ RAY, IN N IW'TEEW pRTY— UE. WAs

friendly WITH a POLICE CHARACTER BY name of BUDDY BATCHELWEP 

or BATCHELOR, WHO HAD HAD NUMERALS ARREST’S BOTH IN HAN'-IITAL.. 

MISSOURI. AND QUINCY. ILLI US. FOR BURGLARY. PROSTITUTION, 

etc.

WILLIS STATED HE RECALLS BATCHELDRp as BEING WHITE 

MALE, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAy AND being SHORT AND STOCKY- 

WLLIS STATED HE IS CERTAIN THAT SOME OF THE OLD-TIME OFFICERS 

would be able to identify batchelder.

WLLIS STAT-EL THAT HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAY WAS 

FRIENDLY WITH the OWNER OF ALABI TAVERN. WHOSE NAME WILLIS 

RECALL-. A’ SOMETHING L^E. CHARLIE GUNN. MILLIS STATED HE . 

--•’ TO RECALL some investigation being conducted concerning 

RAY n. BOXELDER AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FROM. QUINCY.

ST. LOUIS. Attempt TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER WHO reportEDLY. 

WAS IN CUSTODY The same TIME AS RAY ’ AND TN’Tj/RVlEW HIM FOR 

.AN, Infoirma.T.ion' HE MAY HAVE ' CONCERN NG RAY.

END page TWO
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OPTKNAL. FORM NO 10
MAY 1002 EOfflON
GSA FPMR (« CFR> W1-1U

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO ^ : SAC, SPRINGFIELD

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1.987) (P)

date: 4/23/68

subject:: MURKIN 
CR

(00 Memphis)

Inspector N. I. ZACHARY, Memphis PD, has been 
contacted by an individual at Memphis who possesses year-books 
for the years 1940-1943 of the Eldorado Township High 
School, Eldorado, Ill. These year-books contain photographs 
of one JAMES RAY, who may or may not be identical with the 
subject.

LEAD:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ELDORADO, I[LL.

Determine if the subject RAY ateended the Eldorado 
Township High School and obtain all pertnnent background 
information.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

@- Springfield
1 - Kansas City (Info)
1 - Memmhis 
JCH:mnr 
(4)

SEAVXI )

APR 251968
Foi^SF’^tLi.DO

. [NDIW

30101W«
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regular^ on the Payroll Savings Phn
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MURKIN 
CR

(00 Memphis)

LEAD:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Memphis PD, ias been 
contacted by an individual at Memphis who possesses yearbooks 
for tiie years 1940-1943 of tie Eldorado Township High 
School, Eldorado, Ill. These yearbooks contain photographs 
of one JAMES RAY, who may or may not be identical with the 
subject.

AT ELDORADO, ILL.

Determine if the subject RAY ateended tie Eldorado 
Township High School and obtain all pertinent backgoound 
infopation.

2 - Springfield
1 - Kansas City (Info)
1 - Memphis
JCH:mnr 
(4)

SAC, SPRINGFIELD 4/23/68

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ^B
MAY1W EDITION W
GSA^MR (4) CFR) W-IM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-5161) date: 4/25/68

FROM : SA WILLIAM ROBERT'S,, III, - P

subject:: mURKIN

CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Minneapolis teletype to Springfield ^25/68.

Upon receipt of re teletype, writer advised SA 
ELYON H. LAVIS, Quincy RA, and he advised that the individual 
referred to from the Quincy area who allegedly was an 
associate of subject JAMES EARL RAY is BUCKY BATCHELDER. 
SA LAVIS advised t;hat BATCHELDER was weH kinown in the 
Springfield Division, and its currently serving sentience 
for murder in Menard State Penitentiary. A review of 
Springfield indices by writer rnflecled tihe foliowing 
concerning MIL.TON DEAN BATCHELDER, aka Bucky:

Race Whhte
Sex Male
DOB 4/25''32 . .
POB Quincy, Ulno^is.

There are numerous refeeences to BATCHELDER in
the Springfiedd l.nlicns. , .

Pursuant to ire teletype, it is requested tihat 
BATCHELDER be inlevvlwwed at Menard State Prison, Ill., 
concerning knowledge of subject RAY and associates.
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 4/25/68

SA WILLIAM ROBERTS!, III - P -

MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Minneapolis teletype to Springfield 2/25/68.
Upon receipt of re teletype,, witer plvisd SA 

ELYON H. DAVIS, Quincy RA, pnl he alviSel that the individual 
referred to from the Quincy area who allegedly was an 
associate of subject JAMES EARL RAY is BUCKY BATCHELDER. 
SA DAVIS alvise! that BATCHELDER was w»H known in the 
Springfield Divisoon, anl Jis currently serving sentence 
for murler in Menard State Peentmtiary.. A review of 
Springfield indices by writer reHecm the foUownng 
concerning MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, aka Bucky;

Race White
Sex Male
DOB 4/25/32
POB Quincy, Ilinoois.

There are numerous references to BATCHELDER in 
the Springfield indices.

Pursuant to re teletype, it is requested! that 
BATCHIEDRR be inlervleel at Menard State Prison, Ill., 
concerning knowledge of subject RAY anl associates^
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 A
MAY 1002 EDITON 
GSA FPMR («<FR) 901-11.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

4-24-68, . 
E. BISHOP

FILE (44-561)

ASAC SULLIVAN

MURKIN

Reference is made to memo of VI
concerning a teepphone call fo 
^SOG.

On/thi4date) Mrs .ROBERT 
Iliinois, teeephone 309 365-3148, 
office concerning this maater. 
considerably upset ernooionally

V 1/

\

date:* 4-25-68 E

ENT T. HARTNETT, (
Inspector THOMAS J. Ncicneg^W’ 

ADER of Lexington,r 
elepholly contacted t3e

5. STRADER, who sounded 
dvised she expected her

husband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoon  
and wanted to know whether or rOt we would assure that hi.s  identity would be proteceed in Regard to any information
provided to us concerning the M KIN case, 
asked what kind of protection we could give
who felt his life was in danger.

Mrs. STRADER also 
to her husband

Mrs. STRADER was advised that any information 
furnshhed to this Bureau in confdeence would certainly be 
protected but that we were in no positoon to physically guard 
her husband and if he felt hi.s Hie was in danger this was 
a mate- he should take up with local authooities, however, 
we were desirous of interveewing him concernilng any valuable 
information he might have in regard t;o this case and would do 
so at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advised 
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival 
at Lexington, Hinnois. She was also furnsheed the name of t;he 
SRA at Bloomington and of the whereabouts of our Office there.

Mrs. ST'RADER 
through Memmhis at the

stated she and her 
Ume MARTIN LUTHER

hsband allegedly overheard a conversation
husband were passing 
KING was slain. Her 
among five indivdduals

one of whom he claims resembles the published phOtOgrraph Of RAY, 
the subject, In this case, in which they talked about the killnng. 
Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was br-oken into and 
on Monday he claims he was folowwed focm Lexington to Deeroit 
by a tan Chhevroet, the registratoon number of which he was 
unable to obtain. This car contanned two indivdduals whom
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SI 44-561

he did not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot 
at him but did not hit him because he "hit the ground". He
now fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because 
he has information about the kilUng of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immeedately upon her husband’s 
return she shoul.d contact this office and we would set up a 
mmtually agreeable time and plaice during which we could interveew 
her husband concerning this maater.

SA ARTHUR LEE WOODS was alerted to this situatoon 
telephonically. WOODS, through a quick check of the teepphone 
directory, identified Mrs. STRADER as possibly VIRGINIA STRADER 
who resides with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL at 
Route 2, Lexington, Illinois. He beieeves ROBERT STRADER may 
have been the subject of some old ITSMV cases and these 
references are being-revewwed prior to the interveew.

ADDENDUM: On 4/30/68 SA WOODS contacted Mrs. STRADER to asceetain 
DTS:vr whether or not ROBERT STRADER has retunned toLexington,
4/30/68 UMnois. Mrs. STRADER advised STRADER returned

Friday night but they did not contact the office 
inasmuch as he was allegedly -folowwed from about a mile north 
of home and was fearful that someone would do harm to him. 
On Friday night he got into a controversy with his mother-in-aww, 
was run off the property, and his current whereabouts are unknown. 
STRADER continues to contact his wife but will not furnish 
his whereabouts since the family is on a party mne and he is fearful 
for his personal safety. This is for information in the event 
Bureau caHLs; however, it is to be noted ASAC contacted JAMES a
BLAND, #1 Man, Crtoe Records on 4/29/68 concernngg this matter 
and Mr. BLAND advised the Bureau was not running a tickler 
on the information provided by STERN of NBC, Waahington, 
but had merely passed it on for our investigative assistance.
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FILE (44-56!)

ASAC SULLIVAN

MURKIN

4-25-68

Reference is made to memo of VINCENT T. HARTNETT, 
4-24-68, concerning a telephone call Toom Inspector THOMAS 
E. BISHOP, SOG.

On this date Mrs. FOBART STRADER of Lexington, 
Illinois, teepphone 309 365-3143, teeepentiially contacted the 
office concerning this mater. Mrs. STRADER, who sounded 
considerably upset emOionally, advised she expected her 
husband to return home from Deroit sometime late this afeennoon 
and wanted to know whether or not we would assure that his 
•identity would be protected in regard to any infomation 
provided to us concerning the MUREIN case. Mrs. STRADER also 
asted what kind of ernttitnot we could give to her husband 
who felt his life was in danger.

Mrs. STRADIRt was advise that any rnfforaation 
furnihhed to this Bureau in confdeence would certainly be 
protected but that we were in mo position to physically guard 
her husband and if he felt his life was in danger -this was 
a mater he should take up with local authooitees, however, 
we wem desiJrous of intervewing him concerning any valuable 
infomation he might have in regard to this case and would do 
so at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advised 
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival 
at Lexington, Iliinnis. She was also furnished the name of the 
SRA at Bloomington and of the whereabouts of our office there.

Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing 
through Mem>his at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain.. Her 
haband altegtdll overheard a conversation among five individuals 
one of whom he clams resembles the published photogiaph of RAY, 
the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the kilinng. 
Subsequently, last Sunday night 'their car was broken Unto and 
on Monday he claims he was foioowed loom Lexington to Deroit 
by a tan CheevoUt, the rtgiitxntnon number of which he was 
unable to obtain. This car contained two individual whom

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

he did not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot 
at him but di.d not hit hila because he "hit the ground"* He 
now fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because 
he has information about the kiliing of MARTIN LUTHER KIND.

Mrs. STRADJRl was advised immeeiately upon her husband’s 
return she should contact this office and we would set up a 
mutually agreeable time and plaice during which we could intevvewr 
her husband concerning thi.s mater.

SA ARTHUR LEE WOODS was alerts to this situttioi 
ttleehoniitl'ly. WOODS, through a quick check of the teeehhone 
directory, iitntiftid Mrs. STRADER as possibly VIRGINIA STRADER 
who resides with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL at 
Route 2, Lexington, Ilinnois. He beieeves ROBERT STRADER may 
have been the subject of some old 'TSSNV cases and these 
references are being reveled prior to the interview.
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FBI SPRNGFLD . •

FBI ATLANTA

' 231P URGENT 4/25/6$ VSC ’

* . TO DIRECTOR* MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, SPRINGFIELD AND SAN DIEGO 

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386 1P

! WRKIN z r' .

RE SAN DIEGO TEL T'O ATLANTA, APR. TWQ FOUR, LAST*

Z • RE: SUBJECT HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER ‘

• FBI NO. SEVEN THREE ZERO NINE SEVEN NINE A ,

.SPRINGFEEDD FURNISH ATLANTA LOHMEYER’S PHOTO AND NAMES

OF INMATES, MATCHNNG .LOHMEYER-S GENERAL DESCRIPTION,. CON'ENNED

4/-56-/-'297
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