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PAGE TWO

, FORMER INMATE RECORDS MADE IN EFFORT TO DETERMINE IDENTITY OF 

INMATES ASSIGNED HONOR FARM WHILE RAY INCARCERATED* TO DATE 

FOLLOWING"IDENTIFIED, SET FORTH WITH LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 

FURNISHED PRISON AT TIME OF RELEASE: •

_LEE MILLER, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO ZERO ZERO, SIX 

FIVE THREE EIGHT NORTH TALMAN STREET, AND THREE FIVE FOUR TWO 

SOUTH PORT, CHICAGO.

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO NINE FOUR, 

FIVE ONE FIVE WEST SIXTY THIRD STREET, CHICAGO.

GUS MARZAHN, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE ZERO NINE FIVE 

ONE SIX TWO ZERO WEST NELSON STREET, CHICAGO.

CHARLES REED, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE EIGHT FOUR NINE TWO, 

TWO TWO EIGHT SIXTH STREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS.

FRED M. PETRAKIS, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE EIGHT FIVE ONE SIX, 

ROUUE ONE PEORIA, AND FIVE ONE EIGHT SANFORD STREET, PEORIA.

KENNETH D. FOSDYCK, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO ONE EIGHT, 

ROUTE ONE, BUSHNELL, ILLINOIS.

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE

DWIGHT ROWE, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE ZERO EIGHT SIX, 

FOUR THREE TWO AND ONE HALF SOUTH VINE, KEWANEE, ILLINOIS.

CHICAGO WILL LOCATE. AND INTERVIEW FORMER INMATES, CHICAGO 

IN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF CLOSE FRIENDS OF RAY WHILE 

INCARCERATED PONTIAC.

WILL REVIEW CRRMINAL COURT CASE FIVE TWO- 

ONE ONE FIVE FIVE TO ESTABLISH LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF

WOUND SCARS BOTH ARMS.

SPRINGFIELD WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FORMER INMATES 

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION IN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF CLOSE 

FRIENDS OR RAY WHILE INCARCERATED PONTIAC PRISON.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

JLS

FBI CHICAGO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4-26-38

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE

TO SAC CHICAGO
DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL)

FRtt! SAC SPRINGFIELD (44-531)

KURKIN, CH. CO: MEMPHIS

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO CHICAGO APRIL TWENTY TWO, LAST

AND ATLANTA TELETYPE APRIL TWENTY TWO, LAST.

STOW E. SYMON, SUPERVISING SOCIOLOGIST, ILLINOIS STATE

PENITENTIARY, PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, ON APRIL TWENTY FIVE, LAST,

ADVISED HIS FILE CONTAINS LITTLE INFORMATION CONCERNING RAY

WHO WAS A MODEL PRISONER WHILE INCARCERATED PONTIAC, JULY 

SEVEN, FIFTY TWO, UNTIL DISCHARGE MARCH TWELVE, FIFTY FOUR. 

STATES RAY CONFINED CHARGE ROBBERY UNDER CRIMINAL COURT, 

COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, CASE FIVE TWO - ONE. OWE FIVE FIVE 

WHICH SETS FORTH IN STATEMENT OF FACTS SUBJECT AT TIME CF

ARREST, CHICAGO, WOUNDED IN BOTH ARKS BY POLICE BULLETS. NO 

INFORMATION PONTIAC DESCRIBING WOUNDS OR LOCATION OF SCARS. 

SUBJECT RAY AT PONTIAC ASSIGNED HONOR FARM, AUGUST TWELVE,

FIFTY TWO UNTIL DISCHARGE. THIS IS DORMITORY TYPE HOUSING

RATHER THAN CELL TYPE. SUBJECT ASSIGNED KITCHEN AS COCK AND

ALSO ON OFFICERS

Bureau (AM)
Atlanta (AM)
Memphis (AM)
Springfield (44-561) 

ALW:bl>

QUARTERS DETAIL. SYMON HAVING SEARCH OF 
S»RCHec
SERIALIZED ‘ J
INDEXED 
FILED.__

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO

FORMER INMATE RECORDS MADE IN EFFORT TO DETERMINE IDENTITY OF 

INMATES ASSIGNED HONOR FARM WHILE RAY INCARCERATED. TO DATE 

FOLLOWING IDENTIFIED/ SET FORTH WITH LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 

FURNISHED PRISON AT TIME OF RELEASE:

LEE MILLER, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO ZERO ZERO, SIX 

FIVE THREE EIGHT NORTH TAIMAN STREET, AND THREE FIVE FOUR TWO 

SOOTH PORT, CHICAGO.

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO NINE FOUR, 

FIVE ONE FIVE WEST SIXTY THIRD STREET, CHICAGO.

GUS MARZAHN, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE ZERO NINE FIVE, .' 

ONE SIX, TWO ZERO WEST NELSON STREET, CHICAGO.

CH^RLEsIrE^/’ PONTIAC NUMBER ONE EIGHT FOUR NINE TWO, 

TWO TWO EIGHT SIXTH STREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS.
FRED M. PETRAKIS, PtTJTlhrNUMBER ONE EIGHT FIVE ONE SIX, 

ROOTS ONE PEORIA, AND FIVE ONE EIGHT SANFORD STREET, PEORIA.

KENNETH D. FOSDYCK, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO ONE EIGHT, 

ROUTE ONE, BUSHNELL,. ILLINOIS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THRE E

DWIGHT ROWE, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE ZERO EIGHT SIX, 

FOUR THREE TWO AND ONE HALF SOUTH VINE, KEWANEE, ILLINOIS.

CHICAGO WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FORMER INMATES, CHICAGO 

IN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF CLOSE FRIENDS GF RAY WHILE 

INCARCERATED PONTIAC.

WILL REVIEW CRIMINAL COURT CASE FIVE TWO - ONE ONE FIVE 

FIVE TO ESTABLISH LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WOUND SCARS 

BOTH ARNS.

- SPRINGFIELD WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FORMER INHATES 

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION IN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF CLOSE 

FRIENDS OF RAY WHILE INCARCERATED PONTIAC PRISON.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PLAINTEXT

4"2&“68

TELETYPE URGENT

TO SAC CHICAGO 
DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL)

FRG! SAC SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN, CR. CO: MEMPHIS X/^U-^k^dMW 

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO CHICAGO APRIL TWENTY TWO, LAST 
AND ATLANTA TELETYPE APRIL TWENTY TWO, LAST. ^<^ ^ |^^

STOW E. SYMON, SUPERVISING SOCIOLOGIST, ILLINOIS STATE 

PENITENTIARY, PONTIAC, ILLINOIS, ON APRIL TWENTY FIVE, LAST, 

ADVISED HIS FILE CONTAINS LITTLE INFORMATION CONCERNING RAY 

WHO WAS A MODEL PRISONER WHILE INCARCERATED PONTIAC, JULY 

'SEVEN, FIFTY TWO, UNTIL DISCHARGE MARCH TWELVE, FIFTY FOUR. 

STATES RAY CONFINED CHARGE ROBBERY UNDER CRIMINAL COURT, 

COOX COUNTY, ILLINOIS, CASE FIVE TWO - ONE ONE FIVE FIVE 

WHICH SETS FORTH IN STATEMENT OF FACTS SUBJECT AT TIME OF ■ 

ARREST, CHICAGO, WOUNDED IN BOTH ARMS BY POLICE BULLETS. NO 

INFORMATION PONTIAC DESCRIBING WOUNDS OR LOCATION OF SCARS. 

SUBJECT RAY AT PONTIAC ASSIGNED HONOR FARM, AUGUST TWELVE, 

FIFTY TWO UNTIL DISCHARGE. THIS IS DORMITORY TYPE HOUSING 

RATHER THAN CELL TYPE. SUBJECT ASSIGNED KITCHEN AS COOX AND
W-S^ / - 3:

ALSO ON OFFICERS QUARTERS DETAIL. SYMON HAVING_SEARCH OF

SERIALIZED. 
INDEXED,.-,.
filed^L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SI 44-561

PAGE TWO

FORMER INMATE RECORDS MADE IN .EFFORT TO DETERMINE IDENTITY OF 

INMATES ASSIGNED HONOR FARM WHILE RAY INCARCERATED. TO DATE 

FOLLOWING IDENTIFIED, SET FORTH WITH LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 

FURNISHED PRISON AT TIME OF RELEASE:

LEE MILLER, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO ZERO ZERO, SIX 

FIVE THREE EIGHT NORTH TAUIAN STREET, AND THREE FIVE FOUR TWO 

SOOTH PORT, CHICAGO.

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO NINE FOUR 

FIVE ONE FIVE WEST SIXTY THIRD STREET, CHICAGO.

GUS MARZAHN, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE ZERO NINE FIVE, 

ONE SIX TWO ZERO WEST NELSON STREET, CHICAGO.

CHARLES REED, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE EIGHT FOUR NINE TWO, 

TWO TWO EIGHT SIXTH STREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS.

FRED M. PETRAKIS, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE EIGHT FIVE ONE SIX, 

ROUTE ONE PEORIA, AND FIVE ONE EIGHT SANFORD STREET, PEORIA.

KENNETH D. FOSDYCK, PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE TWO ONE EIGHT 

ROUTE ONE, BUSHNELL, ILLINOIS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THRE E

DWIGHT ROWE,. PONTIAC NUMBER ONE NINE ZERO EIGHT SIX, 

FOUR THREE TWO AND ONE HALF SOUTH VINE, KEWANEE, ILLINOIS.

CHICAGO WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FORMER INMATES, CHICAGO, 

IN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF CLOSE FRIENDS OF RAY WHILE 

INCARCERATED PONTIAC.

WILL REVIEW CRIMINAL COURT CASE FIVE TWO - ONE ONE FIVE 

FIVE TO ESTABLISH LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF WOUND SCARS 

BOTH ARMS.

■ SPRINGFIELD WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FORMER INMATES 

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION IN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH IDENTITY OF CLOSE 

FRIENDS OF RAY WHILE INCARCERATED PONTIAC PRISON.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PO-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

M «
^te: 4/26/6#

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext of Code)

Via—TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI, SAC, MIAMI, AND SAC, ST. LOUIS

FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (3PP)

MURKIN. CR

RE ATLANTA TEL DATED APRIL TWENTYFOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY

EIGHT; SPRINGFIELD TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI APRIL TWENTYFIVE, NINE­

TEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

RE PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE ST LOUIS DIVISION, ONE

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA, GEORGIA, 

ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS ACQUAINTED 

WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE YEARS, ENDING 

SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE, NINETEEN SIXTY SIX, WHEN DOWDA RELEASED. 

DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS AND WAS 

ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION. RAY USED AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA 

STATED HAROLD SCHAEFFER, GUARD ON GATE AT THE PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY 

WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO EE SELLING THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA 

CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF INCOME TO SUPPORT A 

THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPEHABIT AS WELL AS FIFTEEN 

TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES. DOWDA CLAIMS THREE 

NEGRO PRISONERS KILI^ft^t£RXSgBL^^ PROTESTING DENIAL OF BLACK

Springfield „X - Memphis (AM) /7 > )
K/Tampa (AM) ^ _ Atlanta (AM) //jf^JT .

WsU
(4) ,

Approved M Per
Special Agent jn Charge,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



fD4$ (Rev. J.?J.'J4|

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
{Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO.

MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNfiW WHO D/D. 

DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD 

BE KILLED AND SAID RAY MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE 

WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY’S 

CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED 

DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL 

ABBEY’S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COOK 

AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER CLOSE TRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM 

CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL 

LOCATED ABOVE SAN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY 

WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWDA’S FATHER, 

CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA, FORMERLY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT 

PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO SOOTH CHANDLER STREET,' DELAND, FLORIDA, 

DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA*S 

RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA 

PAUL ALVIN-CARTER, THIRTYFOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST PALM 

BEAGH^SFLORIDA, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY 

MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT, BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDEA 

WHY RAY WOULD GO TO ATLANTA.

M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



W)-3S (Rev. S.ii.84)

F 6 I

Date:

Transmit the following In ,,-„„ .,.,„ ., ------ ---------------- ----__J
(Type ^ plaintext of code)

Via . ..................................- ■__ _____ ___ ................._______ ......... ....... ।
(Priority) ।

jte« *M.^w wv> *a*.W*H *• ** ** w— ^. *■ w ^*. «•.» w* >*• **>*# '** . ^M »—m* Mte "tew*'** •«>•*< *^.W> -ate* 3** ***'«RM -*. 0*.'** X« '•• ^* *a •*■ ** ** *•»>.** **

PAGE THREE.
—_— p^.^, ^.

A REVIEW OF SPRINGFIELD FILES RE^CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL^ 

REFLECTED HIM AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE, OFFICE 

OF ORIGIN ST. LOUIS, IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR, AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,,AKA 

PAUL LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE 

FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A, WHITE, MALE, AMERICAN, DATE OF BIRTH . 

JUNE THIRTY NINETEEN THIRTY, AT MARION, NORTH CAROLINA, EIXE FOOT 

BI.VE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, RED HAIR, BLUE EYES, 

NO UPPER TEETH, SCAR ON LEFT KNEE, OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER,

■ ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIO REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMB! R

ST. LOUIS REQUESTED TO REVIEW FILES RE LAIL AND FURNIS1P 

INFORMATION OF VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT ^AIL MAY BE LOCATED 

AND INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT.

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDENT RECORD OF LAIL 

FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A TO INTERESTED 

OFFICES. ‘

P.

END.

Approved: ■ , -, —, . ■■,,--,■, Sent
Special Agent in Charge

_——____M Per       

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

The above information was furnished by telephone on 

4/25/68 to SA JOHN HANLON, Miami Division, by SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, 

III, Springfield Division.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

5256PM URGENT 4/26/68 MAL z

TO DIRECTOR# FBI# MIAMI# AND ST. LOUIS *

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-56,1) ^THREE PAGES). •

MURKIN. CR. . ,

RE ATLANTA TEL DATED APRIL TWENTYFOUR# NINETEEN SIXTY

EIGHT; SPRINGFIELD TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI APRIL TWENTYFIVE# NINE­

TEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

RE PAUL ALVIN LAIL# JR.# AKA. ,

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION# ONE 

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL# MARIETTA# GEORGIA#

ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS ACQUAINTED '

WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE YEARS# ENDING , 

SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE# NINETEEN SIXTY SIX# WHEN DOWDA RELEASED.

DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT# USING INJECTIONS AND WAS

ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION. RAY USED AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA ’ 
- j* 'HI i J f ' .t ‘. .«»

STATED HAROLD SCHAEFFER# GUARD ON GATE AT. THE PRISON# WAS FRIENDLY

WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA

CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF INCOME TO SUPORT A

THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPEHABIT AS WELL AS FIFTEEN

TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES. DOWDA CLAIMS THREE

NEGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER PROTESTING DENIAL OF BLACK

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP* CLAIMED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNEW WHO DID. 

DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD 

BE KILLED AND SAID RAY MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE 

WAS RIGHT WOULD, KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY’S 

CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED 

DOPE AND GOT RAY A , JOB IN THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL 

ABBEY’S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COOK 

AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER CLOSE,FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM 

CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOPPITAL 

LOCATED ABOVE SAN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY 

WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWDA’S FATHER, 

CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA> FORMERLY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT 

PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA, 

DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA’S 

RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER ‘FORMER INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA 

PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST PALM 

BEACH, FLORIDA,' WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY 

MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT, BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDEA 

WHY RAY WOULD GO TO ATLANTA. 

END PAGE TWO

1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

A REVIEW OF SPRINGFIELD FILES R^ CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL 

REFLECTED HIM AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE/ OFFICE 

OF ORIGIN ST. LOUIS/ IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS; ,

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL/ JR/ AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL/ JR/ AKA 

PAUL LAIL/ JR./ AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER/ FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE 

FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A/ WHITE/ MALE/ AMERICAN/ DATE OF BIRTH 

JUNE THIRTY NINETEEN THIRTY, AT MARION/ NORTH CAROLINA, SIX FOOT 

FIVE INCHES/ ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS/ RED HAIR/ BLUE EYES/ 

NO UPPER TEETH/ SCAR ON LEFT KNEE/ OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER/ - * - Jl ' - rf * T ,

ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIO REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
— • .^ •• * # * ^ j .-/ * 4 _* •

ST. LOUIS REQUESTED TO REVIEW FILES RE LAIL AND FURNISH 

INFORMATION OF VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT LAIL MAY BE LOCATED X * *, “ - * . « t -

AND INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT.

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDENT RECORD OS LAIL 

FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A TO INTERESTED 

OFFICES. , .

END . . . ?

GRXXX

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

Date: 4/26/68 [

Transmit the following in_________________________ PLAINTEXT_____________ ________ I
(Type in plaintext ar code! i

Via________ TELETYPE________________ ;_________URGENT_______________________ j
(Priority) ‘ j

TO; SAC,” CHICAGO L

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

. MURKIN. CR.

RE CG TEL DATED APRIL TWENTY FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY 

EIGHT.

IN RE TEL, JERRY RAY STATED WALTER TERRY RIFE AND 

LONNIE RIFE HAD PROBABLY SERVED TIME WITH JAMES EARL RAY. 

REVIEW OF IDENTIFICATION RECORDS OF LONNIE RIFE AND JAMES 

EARL RAY SHOWS THAT THEY DID NOT SERVE TIME TOGETHER WITH 

■ POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF TWENTY TWO DAYS IN PONTIAC ILLINOIS 

STATE PRISON IN NINETEEN FIFTY TWO.

SI ONE SIX FIVE SIX DASH C STATES LONNIE RIFE NEVER 

KNEW SUBJECT OTHER THAN POSSIBLY AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 

AROUND NINETEEN SIXTY.

CHICAGO WILL CLj^IFY IF JERRY RAY OR JAMES EARL 

RAY SERVED TIME WITH LONNIE RIFE.

P. .

(D- Springfield (44-561)
1 - Bureau (AM)
1 - Memphis (AM) 
EHD:skt
<3>

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI CHICAGO , . >

FBI SPRNGFLD

646 PM 4/26/68 URGENT CEK

TO CHICAGO

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN. CR. . »

RE CG TEL DATED APRIL TWENTYFIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT.

IN RE TEL, JERRY RAY STATED WALTER TERRY RIFE AND 

LONNIE RIFE HAD PROBABLY SERVED TIME WITH JAMES EARL RAY. 

REVIEW OF IDENTIFICATION RECORDS OF LONNIE RIFE AND JAMES , 

EARL RAY SHOWS THAT THEY DID NOT SERVE TIME TOGETHER WITH 

POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF TWENTYTWO DAYS IN PONTIAC ILLINOIS, 

STATE PRISON IN NINETEEN FIFTY TWO.

' SI ONE SIX FIVE SIX DASH C STATES LONNIE RIFE NEVER 

KNEW SUBJECT OTHER THAN POSSIBLY AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 

AROUND NINETEEN SIXTY.

CHICAGO WILL CLARIFY IF JERRY RAY OR JAMES EARL 

RAY SERVED TIME WITH LONNIE RIFE.' P/

END

RMF

FBI CHICAGO

SEARCHED,___
SERIALIZED,.//^ 

INDEXED ______
FILED,___

l/lI-^>/-' 3>^^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FAGE TWO

SL 44-775 ’ ,

COKMERIc/ BAKERIES UNALBE TO LOCATE BAY EMPLOYMENT TO-DAtE*

HIPPl/NEIGHBORHOODS NEGATIVE. .

MOyRLY MO STATE TRAINING SCHOOL FOR MEN INMATE DONALD DEAN 

(RIGGy STATED WHEN HE WAS AT MSP RAY INDICATED INTEREST IN LETTERS 

BRIGGER RECEIVED FROM MEXICO AND QUESTIONED REGARDING MEXICAN 

ECONOMY AND ARMY STRUCTURE.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.’ '

END . '

CEK ' • '

FBI SPRNGFLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4/M/#

*«m Aik MAIL

to# mimi fax

mil 1AC, miMFXFLD (44-M1) 00

OOr AEUPMA

?ae lotted herewith for th* At Inta Vivi* loo ood the 
MswUgM* fiAMMoo ore •*• corf each W pMogroph* of Bute 
brother*, JOI3I LAAST KAT, AM, FAX A 3M TAA A nA ATSAT *1 
KAY , aha, rax A MA Ml A.
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FBI SPRNGFLD

- FBI CHICAGO

556PM URGENT ,4-26-68 RMF
1 I

TO DIRECTOR Z 4.4-38861 Z MEMPHIS 744-1987/ SPRINGFIELD Z44-561Z

FROM CHICAGO Z44-1114Z

MURKIN

SUMMARY CHICAGO DIVISION

COMMANDING OFFICER, IDENT BUREAU* CHICAGO PD* ADVISED TODAY 

IE IS CONTINUING program checking'outstanding LATENTS against SUSJEC^ 

PRINTS CONSISTENT WITH AVAILABLE PERSONNEL. HAS SEVERAL THOUSAND

। LATENTS IN FILE AND'TO DATE HAS ELIMINATED ESTIMATE TWO TO THREE 

HUNDRED. HE IS AWARE OF IMPORTANCE THIS MATTER AND IS PERSONALLY 

SPENDING CONSIDERABLE TIME WHEN POSSIBLE ELIMINATING LATENT-S ASSISTED 

BY THREE LATENT EXAMINERS WHEN AVAILABLE.

INQUIRY OF NUMEROUS "HIPPIES" REVEAL THAT THEY DO FREQUENT A 

PARTICULAR AREA, HOWEVER* THERE ARE NO "HIPPIE" ROOMING HOUSES As 

SUCH. UPON ARRIVAL OF NEWCOMER* HE OR SHE WILL MOVE IN WItH GROUP 

IN AN APARTIOnCONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED* T®T At ME 141 NGOF^OUT 

INTERNATIONAL PARTY LAST EVENING* ATTENDED BY ABOUT FORTYFIVE < 

"HIPPIES" THE SUBJECT OF JAMES EARL RAY WAS BROUGHT UP WITH COMMENT^, 

MADE THAT POLICE WILL PROBABLY CONTACT MEMBERS RE SUBJECT. NO / 6*7

ANIMOSITY’TOWARDS POLICE NOTED AND NO INDICATION THAT A

END PAGE ONE DO NOT GTSTROY 
PENDING Ui IGAI ION

>^E HAD

SERIALIZED.

APR 2 61968
FBI-^SPRiNGFIELD
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RAGE TWO

INFO RE SUBJECT’S WHEREABOUTS.

COPIES OF IO WERE GIVEN TO COMMANDER,. EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT* 

CHICAGO PD, FOR ALL PERSONNEL ASSIGNED SINCE THIS DISTRICT ENCOM­

PASSES THE "HIPPIE"* SECTION OF CHICAGO.

RECORDS, COOK COUNTY HOSPITAL, SHOW SUBJECT ADMITTED. MAY SIX, 

FIFTY TWO, FOR GUNSHOT WOUNDS* DISCHARGE DATE NOT SHOWN. OTHER 

RECORDS ON MICORFILM AND NOT AVAILABLE ‘UNTIL APRIL TWENTY NINE NEXT* 

ACORDS, BRIDEWELL HOSPITAL, HOUSE OF CORRECTION, NOT AVAILABLE 

FOR REVIEW UNTIL SAME DATE. THESE REVIEWS BEING CONDUCTED TO OBTAIN 

ANY ADDITIONAL IDENTIFYING DATA AND/OR BACKGROUND INFO.

CHICAGO CONTINUES TO INVESTIGATE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE REPORTEDLY 

IN THE PAST THREATENED TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING TO’ DETERMINE 

WHETHER THEY COULD BE CONSPIRATORS. IN MURKIN.'

RE INFO FURNISHED BY SENATOR WALLACE BENNETT*

SEPARATE TELETYPE BEING SUBMITTED, HOWEVER, INVESTIGATION'CHICAGO 

REVEALS INDIVIDUAL ALLEGEDLY 'CHAUFFEURING FOR KING IS KELLY WILLIAMS, 

ELDERLY COLORED. MALE WHO TN NINETEEN SIXTY SIX HAD APPARENT MENTAL 

PROBLEMS AND OTHER REASONS TO DOUBT HIS VERACITY* WILLIAMS, 

CHICAGO FORMER EMPLOYER, RECALLS HIM AS HAVING BRAIN DISEASE AND X 

END PAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

POSSIBLY DECEASED. SIMILAR STORY WAS EXTENSIVELY INVESTIGATED BY

CHICAGO IN NINETEEN SIXTY SIX AND FOUND TO BE WITHOUT BASIS*

, DAILY CONTACT WITH JERRY RAY, BROTHER AND SUSAN DONIAN, SISTER 

BEING MAINTAINED. NO ADDITIONAL INFO DEVELOPED THIS Da‘tE*

LOCAL NEWS MEDIA CONTINUING TO GIVE MAXIMUM COVERAGE TO RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS-

END '

CEK 1

• FBI SPRNGFLD

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



L-

FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI CHICAGO

SWP« URGENT 4-’6-AR RUF

TO ’^ ECTO- /44--’RRA17 MEMPHIS /44-19P7/ p^lNGFIELD //t. - v. |/

FROM CHICAGO 744-11147

KRKIN

SUMMARY CHICAGO DIVISION

COMMANDING OFFICER* WENT BUREAU* CHICAGO ph, ADVISED TODAY

F IS CONTINUING PROGRAM CHECKING OUTSTANDING LATENfS AGAINST ^U'J> *n 

PRINTS CONSISTENT WITH AVAILABLE PERSONNEL. HAS SEVERAL THOUSAND 

LATENTS in file AND to gate HAS ELIMINATED ESTIMATE TWO TO THREE 

Kindred, he t$ aware of importance this matter ano is personally 

SPENDING CONSIDERABLE TIME WHEN POSSIBLE ELIMINATING LAtEN'TS ASs!cTFn

* AY THREE LATENT EXAMINE'S WHEN AVAILABLE.

INGL'Uy OF NUMEROUS "HIPPIES** REVEAL THAT THEY DO FREQUENT A

PARTICULAR AREA»v HOWFVEr , THEfF AKE NO "HlPplF" JOOM1NG -IOuSFt AG

SUCH* UPON ARRIVAL OF NEWCOMER., HE OR SHF WILL MOVE TN WITH GROUP

IN AN APARTMENT. CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED THAT At MEETING OF ( ' r

INTERNATIONAL PARTY LAST EVENING, ATTFNDFp Ry ABOUT FOrtyFIvF 

"HIPPIES" THE SUBJECT OF JAMES EARL RAy WAS BROUGHT HP WITH COMMENT 

MADE THAT POLICE WILL PROBABLY CONTACT MEMBERS RF SUBJECT* NO

AN I MOS tn TOWARDS POLICE NOTED AND NO INDICATIO

FND PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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RAGE TWO

INFO RE SUBJECT’S whereabouts

COPIES OF IO WERE GIVEN TO CO WAN PF , ; IRHTFFNTH 01 str

CHICAGO RD, FOR ALL PERSONNEL ASSIGNED SINCE THIS DISTRICT ENCOM-

PASSES THF "HIPPIE” SECTION OF CHICAGO*

RECORDS, COOK COUNTY HOSPITAL, SHO-.' SUBJECT ADMITTED may six.

FIFTH TWO* for GUNSHOT wounds. DISCHARGE date not shown other

RECORDS ON MICORFILM AND NOT available until aprii twenty nine NEXT

KFCOKDS, b. IDE WELL HOSPITAL HOUSE OF cn SECTION, NOT AVAILABLE

FOR REVIEW UNTIL SAME DATE THESE REVIEWS BEING CONDUCTED to DOT ' IN

AVY ADDITIONAL IDENTIFYING DATA AND/OR BACKGROUND INFO

CHICAGO CONTINUES TO INVESTIGATE

IN .THE PAST THREATENED TO KILL MARTIN

WHETHER they COULD BE CONSPIRATORS IN

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE report? lv

LUTHER KING TO DETERMINE

MURK IN

"E INFO FURNISHED 1 FNATOr WALLACE DENNETT

SEPARATE TELETYPE BEING SUBMITTED, HOWEVER. INVESTIGATION CHI' 'DO

■EVE AL INDIVIDUAL ALLEGEDLY CHAUFFEI. ING FOR KING IS KELLY wILLK ' ,

ELDERLY COLORED male who in nineteen SIXTY SIX HAD apparent mental

problems and other reasons to Dm it

CHICAGO FORME; EMPLOYE!,, RECALLS HIM

HIS VERACITY. WILLIAMS,

AS HAVING BRAIN DISEASE AND

ENO PAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



dAILy CONTACT WITH JERRY K'Ao MOTHER AND SlISAN BANIAN, -T-'!

info DEVELOPED this DAtE

LOCAL NEWS MEDIA CONT INI'TNG TO GIVE MAXIMUM COVERAGE TO RAY

DANGEROUS

CEK

FBI SPRNGFLD

BEING MAINTAINED. NO ADDITIONAL

POSTALl BECF-v^ . TMTLA ^T^ - i 'A^ FXT-N NF1( I vE^TIGAtE1 ■!

■ ICAGO TN NINETEEN SIXTY I AN FOl ^0 TO E JlTHOUT AA5IS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



EBI SPRNGFLD

GEFBI SPRNGFLD

FBI CHICAGO

FBI WASH DC ' *

733PM URGENT 4/26/68 LCC 

TO MV SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 IP

MJRKIN.

THE MAIN FILE ON KINGHAS BEEN REVIEWED AT THE BUREAU 

AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT OUT CONCERNING PERSONS INVOLVED IN 

PRIOR THREATS AGAINST KING. THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS 

CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSPECTS DEVELOPED FROM ANY SOURCE 

MIST BE GIVEN- IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIORITY 

BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY AND 

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO 

ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE'BEEN AND WILL BE 

FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS• 

THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVED NO MATTER”HOW REMOTE-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI J A CH nC

T^PM URGENT a/^G/GR LCC

FROM OLSECTO' /t^-IRRA 1

niRK IN

THE MAIN FILE ON KING HAS BEEN EEVIEWED AT the BUREAU

REING SENT GUT CONCERNING PERSONSANO LEAD^ ARE INVOLVES in

WltOR THREATS A5 LEACs

CONCERNING any OTHER SUSPECTS OFvFI OPE©'FROM ANY SOURCE

niST ”F GIVEN IMMEDIATE ANO THOROUGH HANDLING ON A top priority

INVESTIGATION is CONTINUING TO LOCATE ray ANO TOexyen ive

estarl r vh

INFORMATION relating to other POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORSfurnisher

these must ALL of THOROUGHLY resolve© no matter HOW REMOTE

INOEXE! 
EILeZ

AGAINST KING. THE'E leaps a- jell

MOTIVE OF CRIME. roil HAVE BREN ANO WILL HF

RASIS* P OCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY ANO

EBI SPRNGFLi

EFE I P^NGFLB

FBI CHICAGO ,

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

0FK

FRI SPRNGFLD

END

SEARCHED-
serializes/

FBI — SPRINGFIElD
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FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI ST LOUIS- . ■

HOLD FOR TWO MSG ,

FBI ST LOUIS _ .

1047PM URGENT 4-26-66 JUS

TO DIRECTOR/ MEMPHIS/ LITTLE ROCK/ KANSAS CITY AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM ST. LOUIS <44-775> _

MURKIN CR . /

RE BUTELS THIS RATE/^/rJOR THREATENERS OF KING 

rHeMNY'K. PINKSTON FBI NUMBER THREE ONE FOUR SEVEN FOUR THREE

SL FILES SHOW SLPD ADVISEO/OCT NM SIXTY FOUR OF RECEIPT OF 

.INFORMATION FROM CAIRO/ ILL.,/pD WAT PINKSTON THREATENED KINGS LIFE. 

CONSULTED ATTORNEY DAVID V. XANSyEN, CAIRO, AS .TO WHAT WOULD HAPPEN 

IF HE KILLED KING. PINSTON REPORTED IN SIKESTON WHEN INFO og^EIVED.

LR LHM AUG EIGHTEEN SIXTY SEVEN LISTS AKA B. K. PINION,/ NICK- 

WMES HARDWALKER, ^R^ACHp^^AND PROFE^OR, DESCRIBES AS NM, BORN OCT 

ELEVEN TWENTYFIvE/ FOREST CITY/ ARK./ FIVE FEET FIVE/ ONE FORTY 

LBS./ BROWN EYES/ BLACK HAIR/ MEDIUM BUILD/ TWO INCH VERTICAL SCAR 

FOREHEAD. LISTED RESIDENCE FORREST CITY/ ARK./ BUT STATED HE MAKES 

FREQUENT TRIPS. CLAIMED TRAVELED IN MEXICO EXTENSIVELY*

SLPD RECORDS SHOW ARREST’FEB 'FOURTEEN SIXTY EIGHT/ POSSESSION 0F

MARIJUANA, RELEASED ON BAIL MARCH THIRTEEN SIXTYEIGHT*. GAVE NO SL

ADDRESS BUT LISTED RESIDENCES ONE FOUR THREE WEST SCOTT, FORREST

END PAGE ONE SEARCHED.
SERIALIZED.

INDEXED. 
FILED—

1 APRS 61968 
FBI—SPRING

CITY/ ARK., AND ONE FOUR THREE WEST OR SOUTH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO , -

SL 44-775 ,

SL currently attempting TO LOCATE. ,

SI AT CAIRO INTERVIEW ATTORNEY DAVID V. LANDSDEN AND DETERMINE 

. CIRCUMSTANCES OF THREAT,AND POSSIBLE WHEREABOUTS.

LR AT FORREST CITY ATTEMPT TO LOCATE OR DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS.

KC ATTEMPT LOCATE OR DETERMINE,WHEREABOUTS* 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. -

END ' '

CEK , 

FBI SPRNGFLD ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FAI ST LOUTS

KILD FOR T’^n MSG

FBI ST LOUTS 

n^7PM URGENT A-’A-AR JL"

TO :IPFCTO^, MEMPHIS# LITTLE FOCK* KANSAS CITY AND SPRINGFIELD 

h-nx ST . LOUIS < AA-77S ) 

KIRKIN CR

RF PUTFXS THIS DATF RE PRIOR THREATENED OF KING

■J PENNY K. PINKSTON FG! NuMPFR tHpFE ONF FOUR SEVEN FOUP THREE 

ONE .

SL FILES SHOW SLPn ADVISED OCT NINF SIXTY FOUR OF RECEIPT OF 

IN*, n MAI ion. |. nN CAI n. ILL** ' THAT PINKSTON THREATENED > )' ■'■ (f .

CONSULTED ATTORNEY BAvID V* LANSDEN* CAIRO, AS TO WHAT 4OuL0 HAppFM

IF HE KILLER KING. PlNSTON REPORTED IN SIKEStON WHEN INFO >FCiJJ • 

L$ LHP AUG EIGHTEEN SIXT^ SEVEN LISTS AKA n. K. pINst™, NICK*

NA’-’FS HARDWALKEF* PREACHED AND PEn^'F^sn. , ‘ESCRIBES A* NM, anpN OCT

4-EVEN TWENTyFIVE, FORREST CITY* A K., Flvf FEET F I /F , ONE »n<TY

IPS*, GROWN FyF-S, SLACK HAIR* MFOIUF BUlLi * TWO INCH VERTICAL SCA 

FOREHEAD. LISTED RESIDENCE FOkREST CITY* ARK,* BUT STATED HL MAKES 

frequent trips. claimed traveled in mfxIco extensively.

SLPD RECORDS SHOW ADEST FED FOURTEEN SIXTY LIGHT* POSSESSION OF

MAPI JUANA* RELEASED ON PAIL MARCH THIRTEEN SIXTYFIGHT. GAVE NO si.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PARE TWO

a. AA-77S

SL CURRENTLY ATTEMPTING TH LOCATE

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THREAT ANO POSSIBLE WHEREAS its

SI AT CAIRO INTERVIEW ATTORNEY DAvlD V. LANO5DEN ANO OEtERMINF

KC ATTEMPT LOCATE OR OFTERMINf WHEREAROUTS

SUBJECT ARMED ANO dangerous

CEK

I 5P N$FLD

L AT FORREST CITY ATTEMPT TO LOCATE OR nFjp^M'r jHEp^ Ar ^i -q.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI SPRNGFLD

3:19PM URGENT 4-27-68 JLL

TO DIRECTOR, FBI <44-22861), MEMPHIS (44-1987) KANSAS CITY 

(44-760), ^T. lOUlS (44-775), SPRINGFIELD,.

FROM LITTLE ROCK (1.57-1215)

WIN . CR. , ' ' '

RE ST. LOUIS TEL TO (HRECTOR APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST*

BENNY KALEB PINKSTON, LOCATED THIS DATE AT COUNTY JAIL, 

FORREST CITY, ARK. WHERE HE IS SERVING THIRTY DAY SENTENCE FOR DRUNK 

AND DISTRUBING PEACE. ‘ PINKSTON ADVISED THAT HE WAS IN NO WAY INVOLVED 

IN MURDER OF DR. KING AND WAS IN JAIL AT FORREST CITY, ARK. WHEN 

MJRDER OCCURED. STATED DID NOT RECALL EVER THREATENING DR. KING'S LIFE,

HOWEVER, DID NOT BELIEVE HIS OBJECTIVES OF1 RACIAL MIXING.

PINKSTON ADVISED THAT WHEN HE WAS RELEASED FROM JAIL IN ST* 

LOUIS, MARCH THIRTEEN LAST. HE PROCEEDED TO CAIRO, ILL. AND CONTACTED 

HIS ATTORENY DAVID LANSDEND. HE TRAVELED FROM CAIRO TO FORREST CITY 

WERE HE ARRIVED ABOUT APRIL ONE LAST AND WHERE HE HAS RESIDED, SINCE

PINKSTON STATED THAT,HE HAS BEEN CONFINED TO SEVERAL MENtAL 

INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING ILLINOIS STATE HOSPITAL, VANDALIA, ILL., IN 

SIXTY THREE AND ADVISED HE IS A DISABLED VETERAN AND HAs HAD MENTAL 

END PAGE ONE

SERIALIZED.

SEARCI §F?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. PAGE TWO W

IS 157-1'815

PROBELMS SINCE HE CAME OUT OF THE U« S. ARMY FORTY SEVEN.

PINKSTON FURNISHED FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION; BORN OCT ELEVEN 

TWENTY FIVE, FORREST CITY, ARK., FIVE FEET FIVES ONE FORTY LB$., 

BROWN EYES, BLACK HAIR, MEDIUM BUILD, COMPLEXION DARK, WEARS 

GOATEE, THIRD GRADE EDUCATION, MILITARY SERVICE, U- S- ARMY, 

FORTY FIVE TO FORTY SEVEN, HONORABLE DISCHARGE, AsN THREE EIGHT 

FIVE ZERO FIVE NINE ONE NINE^ ARREST RECORD, ADMITS NUMEROUS 

ARREST FOR DRUNK AND DISORDERLY CONDUCT BUT NO FELONY ARRESTS*

DELMAR CAMPBELL, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE, (FORREST CItY, 

- ARK., ADVISED THIS-DATE PINKSTON WAS ARRESTED APRIL THREE SIXTY 

EIGHT FOR DRUNK AND DISTRUB ING PEACE, FINED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 

AND SENTENCED THIRTY'DAYS IN JAIL. STATED PINKSTON IS MENTALLY 

INCOMPETENT BUT HARMLESS.

NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED REGARDING PINKSTON.

END

WC ' • '

FBI SPRNGFLD

X ’ ’

/
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th dirfctof, fri (x^-grrai>» Memphis c-^-i^r?) Kansas city

Mz-TAO), ^y. LOurs <zz-7?S>, SPRINGFIELD.

E OM LITTLE ROCK <157-1^15)

KIRKIN

RE ST. LOUIS TEL TO DIRECTOR AP IL T ENyy SIX LAtt.

RRNNt KALFP PINKSTON* LOCATED THIS DATE AT COUNTY JAIL,

FORREST CITY, ArK. WHERE HF If $F v TNG THIRTY DAY SENTENCE FO» -JINK

AND DICTRUSING PEACE. PINKSTON ADVISED THAT HF NAS IN MA WAY IM^L^

IN MURDER OF OR. KING AND WAS TN JAIL AT FORREST CITY, ARK. WHEN

MJRDER OCCURFD. STATED DID NOT RECALL EVER THREATENING i r. KI ~’r i I- ,

HOWEVER* DID NOT RELIEVE HIS OBJECTIVES OF RACIAL MIXING,

PINKSTON ADVISED THAT JHFN HF WAS RF(EA^Fn F >GM JAIL IN ST*

LOUIS, MARCH THIRTEEN LAST. HE PROCEEDED TO CAIRO, IL1. AND CO^tACTFI

HIS ATTORENY DAVID LANSDFND. HF T AVELED F CM CAIRO yO m^RF-T Ctrl

WHEM- HE AR' IVED APOi.it APRIL ONE LACI AND 'HErf HF HA- RESIDED SlNr-

PINKSTON STATED THAT HE HAS PErN CONFINED TO SFVFpAI MENtAL

INSTITUTIONS INCLUDING ILLINOIS STATF HOSPITAL, VANDALIA, III., T”

SIXTY THREE AND ADVISED HF IS A DISABLED VETERAN AND HA- HA' MFNyAL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



> 1 r7-r r

L ' ■■ ' ■ C ■ ■ .Or- . . • ’ , • .

! PINKSTON FC X! Hfr FOLLOWING DESCRIPT^'* BOPN OCT ELEVEN

T^'-Tr FIVE, FORREST CIT1 • ARK., FIVE FEET FIVE, ONE FOPTY L^S-» 

“ n-'V EyES, ALACK HAI) , MEDIUM ^UlLf , COMPLEXION DARK, UFARS 

GOATEE, THIRD , a, ADE EDUCATION, MILITARY A-/VICE, H. ^. ApMy, 

FORT! FIVE ro FORTY SEvFN, HONORABLE DISCHARGE, AsN THREE FTRHy 

FIvF ZERO FIVE NINE ONF NINE, ARREST RECORD, ADMITS NUMEROUS 

ARREST EHR DRUNK AND DISORDERLY CONDUCT BUT NO FELONY ArpESTS*

DELMAR CAMPBELL, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF POLICE, FOrREST CITY- 

AFX., ADVISED THIS DATE PINKSTON yAS ARRESTER APRIL THREE SIXTY 

FIGHT FOR DRUNK AND DISTRUBING PEACE, FINED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS

I SENTENCED THIRTY ^AYS IN JAIL, STATED PINKSTON Is MENtALI Y 

INCOMPETENT but harmless.

MO FURTHER INVESTIGATION RFIN6 CONDUCTED REGARDING PlNK$T^•

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



?P45 (Rev. 5.12-44)

FBI

Oate: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain-text or code) •

v-a AIRTSL AIRMAIL _______ '____________ I

(Priority) ।

** *' "* ^ "• ** B-BB WB ^ ^.'M —"-— M'n-HB.m ^ <rt J*-. W-W ^ W*.'^- W.HB'n. 1M.M n'M M ^^>.«. M. <H *• ^b’*b MB _W« B*'WB >M Wb:w^B^»'W'YB~Bb

DIRECTOR, FBI AND
TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

PROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (?)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68.

WL:rJb 
#19)

3 - Bureau 2 - Jackson 2 - Rhee nix
2 - Albany 2 - Jacksonville 2 - Pittsburgh
2 - Albuquerque 2 - Kansas City, 2 - Portland
2 - Anchorage 2 - Knoxville 2 - Richmond
2 - Baltimore 2 - Las Vegas 2 - Sacramento
2 - Birmingham 2 - Little Rock 2 - St. Louis
2 - Boston 2 - Los Angeles 2 - Sait Lake City
2 - Buffalo 2 - Louisville 2 - San Antonio
2 - Butte 2 - Memphis 2 - San Diego
2 - Charlotte 2 - Miami 2 - San Francisco
2 - Chicago 2 - Milwaukee 2 - San Juan
2 - Cincinnati 2 - Minneapolis 2 - Savannah
2 - Cleveland 2 - Mobile Seattle
2 - Columbia 2 - Newark Springfield
2 - Dallas 2 - New Haven 2 - Tampa
2 - Denver 2 - New Orleans 2 - WFO
2 - Detroit 2 - New York I 2 - Atlanta
2 - El Paso
2 - Honolulu
2 - Houston
2 - Indianapolis

2
2
2

- Norfolk
- Oklahoma
- Omaha

Philadel
$EARCHaU^^I?iD£XtD
®AUZH)/^?fll£D.

At<^1968

FBI—SPRINGSE

( Approved Sent
eciai^Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



For information those offices not receiving 
reairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMBS 
EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia, 
area on 4/5/68., Intensive investigation by Atlanta to date 

has not established mode of transportation! RAY may have used 
aftei* 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel 
to check cars recovered their division that were stolen from 
the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and where the 
transporter of same was not identified or otherwise accounted 
for, investigation should be conducted to determine if RAY 
was person who may have stolen and transported same.

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placed 
in the Atlanta, Georgia, area 3/24/68.

In view of the above, all Continental Offices • 
are requested to review car recoveries within their 
respective territories of cars stolen from the State 
of Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68, and where the trans­

porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accounted 
for, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is 
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have been person 
transporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi­
gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- 2 -
/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F5'J$ (R?v. $.2244)

F B I

Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI AND
TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68.

3 - Bureau
2 - Albany
2 - Albuquerque
2 - Anchorage
2 - Baltimore
2 - Birmingham
2 - Boston
2 - Buffalo
2 - Butte
2 - Charlotte
2 - Chicago
2 - Cincinnati
2 - Cleveland
2 - Columbia
2 - Dallas
2 - -Denver
2 - Detroit
2 - El Paso
2 - Honolulu
2 - Houston
2 - Indianapolis

2 •• Jackson
2 — Jacksonville
2 - Kansas City,
2 — Knoxville
2 •• Las Vegas
2 •• Little Rock
2 — Los Angeles
2 — Louisville
2 — Memphis
2 — Miami
2 — Milwaukee
2 •• Minneapolis
2 — Mobile
2 — Newark
2 — New Haven
2 — New Orleans
2 — Nev? York
2 - Norfolk
2 Oklahoma City
2 — Omaha
2 •• Philadelphia

2 M Phoenix
2 — Pittsburgh
2 Portland
2 — Richmond
2 — Sacramento
2 — St. Louis
2 — Salt Lake Cit:
2 — San Antonio
2 — San Diego
2 — San Francisco
2 — San Juan
2 Savannah

Seattle
2 / Springfield 

“2 - Tampa

2 - WFO
2 - Atlanta
JJL:rJb
(119)___________

SEARCHED_ _

APR2 71968 
FBI—SPRINGFIELD

< Approved:. Sent .
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

Fox* information those offices not receiving 
reairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMBS 
EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia, 
area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by Atlanta to date 

has not established mode of transportation RAY may have used 
aftex* 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel 
to check cars recovered their division that were stolen from 
the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/4/68, and where the 
transporter of same was not identified or otherwise accounted 
for, investigation shpuld be conducted to determine if RAY 
was person who may have stolen and transported same.

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placed 
in the Atlanta, Georgia, area 3/24/68.

In view of the above, all Continental Offices 
are requested to review car recoveries within their 
respective territories of cars stolen from the State 
of Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68, and where the trans­
porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accounted ‘ 
for, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is 
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have-been person 
transporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi­
gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARYED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO: ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) -P-

RE: MURKIN
CR

Re ME airtel to All Continental Offices, 4/19/68, 
requesting that all laundries determined to be using 
Thermo-Seal laundry marking machines be contacted in effort 
to locate laundry marking ”20R-3**, and LA teletype to 
Bureau, 4/18/68.

All offices discontinue efforts to locate inasmuch 
as laundry mark identified as coming from laundry in Culver 
City, California, per Los Angeles teletype to Bureau, 4/18/68.

1 - Each Continental Office
2 - Memphis ,

GMR/vtp

41
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PLAINTEXT

4/25/68

TELETYPE URGENT

TO INDIANAPOLIS

FROM CLEVELAND (44-565)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO CLEVELAND, APRIL TWENTYFIVE 

INSTANT.

SPRINGFIELD ADVISED THAT ON APRIL TWENTYFOUR LAST

SI ONE SIX TWO THREE DASH C ADVISED THAT HE FORMERLY KNEW 

JAMES EARL RAY, BUT THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN HIM IN APPROXIMATELY 

SEVEN OR EIGHT YEARS. INFORMANT RECALLED THAT RAY WAS CONFINED 

TO THE JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, PENITENTIARY, WITH ONE 

WILLIAM JOSEPH KRAMZER, HE BELIEVED IN SIXTYTHREE OR SIXTYFOUR. 

INFORMANT STATED KRAMZER SUPPOSEDLY IN PRISON AFTER CONVICTION 

IN CLEVELAND FOR WHITE SLAVERY.

USM OFFICE , CLEVELAND, ADVISED THIS DATE THAT

WILLIAM JOSEPH KRAMZER PRESENTLY INCARCERATED UNITED STATES 

FEDERAL PENITENTIARY, TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA.

INDIANAPOLIS AT TERRE HAUTE WILL INTERVIEW KRAMZER CON­

CERNING ANY KNOWLEDGE OR INFORMATION HE MAY HAVE CONCERNING 

JAMES EARL RAY. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. AIRMAIL COPY SPRING­
FIELD.
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4/24'62

PLAIN TEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38'36), MEMPHIS (44-193?) ana CHICAGO (44 1114) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (U-3?4)

MURKIN

RE ALBANY TEL APRIL ^'ENTSTHREE LAST.

RECORDS 0»BBE BBmW, NEW YORK PS HADE AVAILABLE BY 

WILLIAM J. COLLINS, IN CHARGE OF THS MICRO SECTION, DISCLOSED 

TSO- ON MAY TWO, NINETEEN FUTYNINE, PRECINCT NUMBER ONE, ANSWERED 

A CAM. WHICH DISCLOSED THAT EARL E. RAY'S BODY WAS FOUND UNDER 

THE RAILROAD BRIDGE AT THE FOOT OF COMMERCIAL STREET, BUFFALO, 

NEW YORK, UNDER THE D L AND W RAILROAD BRIDGE, NO RESCUE SQUAD 

RESPONDED. DR. LEE, EMERGENCY HOSPITAL, PRONOUNCED THE INDIVIDUAL 

DEAD, ABD EARL E. RAY’S BODY WAS TAKEN W* ERIE COUNTY MORGUE.

NICHOLAS SALXXARDO * CHARGE OF THE MORGUE, MADE AVAILABLE 

RECORDS WHICH DISCLOSE THE BODY MB BROUGHT TO * MORGUE BY 

» ROBERTS FUNERAL HOME, AO AFTER LAYHJG IN THE MORGUE FOR 

TWO DAYS, TRE BODY WAS CLAIMED BY MRS. FRANK FULLER, A SISTER, 

RESIDING AT TWO SIX ZERO QBE CHESTNUT, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, CLAIM 

BEING MADE BY TELEGRAM.

1 - Kansas City (AM) Zk
1 - Albany (44-493) (AM) ( ///
1)- Springfield
SMttc-ifc
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BU U-374

PACK TWO

MR. GEORGE ROBERTS, OPERATOR OMRS ROBERTS FE3ESAL HOME,

TWO FOUR ZERO ZERO MA IE STREET, ADVISED HE TOOK THE BODY TO

ERIE COUNTY MORGUE ON MAY TWO, NINETEEN 5TFTYNINE, AND MTS COPY

OF THE DEATH CERTIFICATE DISCLOSED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE FOR

RAY WAS WESTERN ROAD, ALBANY, NEW YORK, PLACE OP BIRTH QUINCY,

ILLINOIS, DATE OF BIRTH AGE AT TIME

OF DEATH FI5TYF0UR YEARS, ELEVEN MONTHS, TWENTIEICHT DAYS,

OCCUPATION AS STEWARD, PRESENT EMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYED, MARITAL 

STATUS DIVORCED, PATH21 JAMES RAY, AND MOTHER LILLIAN MATTHEWS,

THS PHYSICIAN SIGNING DEATH CERTIFICATE * DR. ROCCO DE 

DOMIMICIS.

MR. ROBERTS STATED * BODY MB SHIPPED TO THE DUKES BROTHER: 

FUNERAL HOME, EIGHT TWO THREE BROADWAY, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, ON 

MAY FOUR, NINETEEN FIPTYHTNE, THIS SKXRSSHT BERKS ORDERED BY 

MRS. FRANK FULLER, W^WF^HR^ ONE CHreTHUT STREET, QUINCY/ *^ 

BODY * RSMNMED MAY FOUR, NINETEEN PIFTYWINE GREEN MOUNTAIN

CEMETERY, QUINCY, ILLINOIS.

A CHECK AT THE BUFFALO GENERAL HOSPITAL, RECORDS BEING 

CHECKED BY PERSONNEL DIRECTOR, MR. TOM MICH1KL, DISCLOSED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE

KO RECORD OF RAY EVER BEING EMPLOYED BUFFALO SEVERAL HOSPITAL. 

MISS ELLEN JONES, PERSONAL OFFICE, BUFFALO STATE HOSPITAL, 

WREST AVENUE, BUFFALO, SEN YORK, A«B»-Wi*^£^ ADVISED

WY HAVE NO RECORD OF SAY EVER BEING EMPLOYED THERE. ADDRESS 

OP FOUR SEVEN SIX FRANKLIN NONEXISTENT, Al. ROOMING HOUSE THIS 

ADDRESS TORN DOWN IN NINETEEN SIXTY.

RESULTS OF CREDIT CHICK ON RAY NOT COMPLETE AT THIS TIME, 

AND INVESTIGATION COOTHUXW.

AIR MAIL COPI^l ^SmTOW^uD KANSAS CITY, ALBANY AND

sprh;gfield.
RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND WMT DANGEROUS.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. W ^B
MAY IM EDiTJON 
osa fpmr <« cfr) w-we

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :sAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) date: 4/27/68

FROM = SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III (P)

subject:murkin

CR.

00: MEMPHIS

Re IP teletype to SI dated 4/24/68.

Re: JOHN LARRY RAY

Springfield indicies reflect Springfield case 25-6938 
re subjects brother, JOHN LARRY RAYNS, aka Jack Rayns, aka John 
Larry Ray. A review of this file was made by the ^riter}and the 
only new information developed was the name of an aunt of the 
subject, MILDRED MAHER, listed address as 1118 East -74th Street, 
Alton, Illinois.

LEADS:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS

If not already done, attempt to locate and interview 
MILDRED MAHER regarding any known information of the subject, 
his associates, or his present whereabouts.

2> SI (44-561)

WWOI

WR:skt 
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings

searched 
serialized

INDEXED „ 
fl LED ...

APR 2 7 i968
FBI •‘.LmihLflELDi
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III (P)

4/27/68

MURKIN
CR.

00: MEMPHIS

Re IP teletype to SI dated 4/24/68.

Re: JOHN LARRY RAY

Springfield indicies reflect Springfield case 25-6938 
re subject’s brother, JOHN LARRY RAYNS, aka Jack Rayns, aka John 
Larry Hay. A review of this file was made by the writer and the 
only new information developed was the name of an aunt of the 
subject, MILDRED MAHIR, listed address as 1118 East -7<th Street, 
Alton, Illinois.

LEADS:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS

If not already done, attempt to locate and interview 
MILDRED MAHER regarding any known information of the subject, 
his associates, or his present whereabouts.

@- SI (44-561)

WR:skt , 
CO s lub
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