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She advised thatfhe'hns been in frequent contact
with JAMES GERALD BAY since thelr separation in 1963 and
that MELBA MARIE RYAN, the daughter of JAMES GERALD RAY
also lives in Quincy and 'she occasionally is in contact
with MILBA, She advised howover that she has not been
in contact with MELBA since Christmas, 1967 until 4/19/68
‘when MELBA called her to talk to her concerning JAMES
EARL RAY and RAY being c¢harged concerning ‘the shooting
of MARTIN LUTHER XING. She advised also on ‘that date She
had telephonically contacted JAMES GERALD BAY and at
that time the :father had stated that he hoped his son,

- JAMES EARL RAY was caught as soon as possxble so that
this thing would end. She advised that ,she is certain
‘that JAMES GERALD RAY does not Xnow of the whereabouts:
of his Son JAMES EARL RAY, She Stated that at the presént |
time, JAMES GERALD RAY was uSing the name of GERRY RAYNES:'
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She advised that of the entire RAY fanily, she
considers JACK RAY or JACK RINE to be closer to JAMES EARL
RAY than any of the remainder of the family. She stated
that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with

AMZES GERALD RAY and herself was som¢time around 1959
when e worked as a baker in St. Louis. She stated *that
during this period of time, he also resided with his
mother and grandnother, Mrs. MAHER at 1913 Hickory Street,
St. Louis, Missouri. She advised ‘that during this perxod
of tine, she and JAMES GERALD RAY wexe living on 1727
South 11th Street St. Louis, Mdissouri,

o She advised that JAMES EARL RAY is supposed to

‘have learned-the trade of a baker ‘in prison and that he
worked at one of the bakeries in St. Louis around 1959,
She had no ddea as to the name of the bakexy or the exact
location. She stated that he also had his own apartment
while in St. Louls as well as living with both his mother
and his father. She stated that she ‘bad not seen him. ... ‘i
since he went to prison around 1960 and has had no contget |
‘with JAMES EARL RAY since she and the subject's father. '
moved: to Clarence, Missouri on 8/1/61.

She advised that the subject's :father JAWES\
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did QUltb well
as a ¢ar salesnan for a3 usSed car lot in St. Louis‘ ‘Since
1961, however, he has worked on a farm, first, ‘the one
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owned by her' at Clarence, Missouri and afterwards.on a
farna at Center, Missourl,

She‘advised*that he has never married and she
does not know of any close girlfriends of JAMES EARL RAY.
She advised that she did not know of the ddentity of any
girlfriends. .

RUBY CARPENTER stated that she is éertain that
JAYMES EARL RAY does ' not know of her present whereabhouts.

.'She’ stated ‘that she is prasently employed babysitting and

doing housework for -various individuals 1n _Quincy and
that in the event she learns sorething cnnce;nlnv JAMBS
SARL RAY's whereabouts, she will 1Tmadiately;notiiy the
FBI.

The ﬂarboring Statute was explained by SA DAVIS
to QUBY CARPENTER,
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: ‘She advised that she has been in frequent contact -
with JAMES GERALD RAY since their separation in 1963 and
that MELBA MARIE RYAN, the daughter of JAMES GERALD RAY
also lives in Quincy and she occasionally 1s in contact
with MELBA, She advised however that she has not been

in contact with MELBA since Christmas, 1967 until 4/19/68
when MELBA called her to talk to her concerning JAMRS ,
EARL RAY and RAY being charged concerning the shooting

of MARTIN LUTHER KING, She advised also on that date she
had telephonically contacted JAMES GERALD RAY and at

that ‘time the father had stated that he hoped his som, ’
JAMES EARL RAY was caught as soon as possible so that

this thing would end. She advised that she is certain
that JAMES GERALD RAY does not know of the whereabouts

of his son JAMES EARL RAY, She stated that at the present
time, JAMES GERALD RAY was using the name of GERRY RAYNES,

She.advised that of the entire RAY family, she
considers JACK RAY or JACK RINE to be closer, to JAMES EARL
RAY than any of the remainder of the family. She stated
that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with
JAMES GERALD RAY and herself was sometime around 1959
when he worked as a baker 1n St. Louls. She stated that
during this perlod of time, he also resided with his
mother and grandmother, Mrs. MAHER at 1913 Hickory Street,
St. Louis, Missouri, She advised that during this period
of time, she and JAMES GERALD RAY were living on 1727
South 11lth Street, St, Louls, Missouri.

She advised that JAMES EARL RAY is supposed to
have learned the trade of .a baker in prison and ‘that he
worked at one of the bakeries in St. Louis around 1959.
She had no idea as to the name of ‘the bakery or the exact
location. She stated that he also had his own apartment
while in St. Louis as well as living with both his mother
and his father. She stated that she had not seen him
since he went to prison around 1960 and has had no contact
with JAMES EARL RAY since she and the subject's father
moved to Clarence, Missourl on 8/1/61.

'She advised that the subject's father JAMES
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did quite well

as a car salesman for a used car lot in St, Louls., Since
1961, however, he has worked on a farm, first, the one
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owned by her at Clarence, Missouri and afterwards on a
farm at Center, Missouri.

She advised that he has never married and she
does not know of any close girlfriends of JAMES EARL RAY,
She advised that she did not know of ‘the identity of any
girlfriends,

RUBY CARPENTER stated that she is certain that
JAMES EARL RAY does not know of her present whereabouts.
She stated that she 1is presently employed babysitting and
doing housework for various individuals in Quincy and
that in the event she learns something ‘cpuncerning JAMES
EARL RAY's whereabouts, she will immediately notify the
FBI.

The Harboring Statute was explained by SA DAVIS
to RUBY CARPENTER.
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, She advised that che has been in frequent contact
with JAMES GERALD RAY since theilr separation in 1963 and
that MELBA MARIE RYAN, the daughter of JAMRS GERALD RAY
also lives in Quincy and she occasionally 'is in contact
"with MELBA, She advised however that she has not been

in contact with MELBA since Christmas, 1967 until 4/19/68
when MELBA called her to talk to her concerning JAMES
EARL, RAY and RAY being charged concerning the shooting
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, She advised also on that datg she
had telephonically contacted JAMES GERALD RAY and at
that tinme the father had stated that he-hoped his son,
JAMES EARL RAY was caught as soon as possible so that
‘this thing would end. She advised that she is certain
that JAMES GERALD RAY does not know of the whereabouts
of his son JAMES EARL RAY, She stated that at the present
‘time, JAMES GERALD RAY was using the name of GERRY RAYNES,

She advised that of the entire RAY family, she
considers JACK RAY or JACK RINE to be closer to JAMES EARL
RAY than any of the remainder of the family. She stated
that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with
JAMES GERALD RAY and herself was sometime around 1959
when he worked as a-baker in St. Louls.: She stated that
during this period of time, he also resided ‘with his
mother and grandmother, Mrs. MAHER at 1913 Hickory Street,
St. Louis, Missouri. She advised that during this period
o2 time, she and JAMES GERALD RAY were living ‘on 1727
South 11th Street, St. Louls, Missouri,.

. She advised that JAMES EARL RAY 1s supposed to
have learned the trade of a baker in prison and that he
worked at one of the bakeries in St. Louis around 1959,
She had no idea as to the name of the bakery or the exact
location. She stated that he also had his own apartment
while in St. Louis as well as living with both his mother
and his father, She stated that she had not seen him
since he went to prison around 1960 and has had no contact
with JAMES EARL RAY since she and the subject's father
xmoved to Clarence, Missouri on 8/1/81.

She advised that the subject's father JAMES
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did guite well'
a8 a car sSalesman for a used car lot in St. Louis, Since
1961, however, he has worked on a farm, first, the one
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owned by her at Clarence, Missourl and afterwards on a
farm at Center, Missouri.

- She advised that he bas never married and she
does not know .0f any close girlfriends of JAMES EARL RAY.
She advised that she did not know of the identity of any
girlfriends,

RUBY CARPENTER stated that she is certain that
JAMES EARL RAY does not know of her present whereabouts.
She stated that she is presently employed babysitting and
doing housework for various individuals in Quincy and
that in the event she learns something conceraning JAMES
EARL RAY's whereabouts, she will immediately notify the
FBI.

The Harboring Statute was explained by SA DAVIS
to RUBY CARPENTER.
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

emorandum

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 5~2-68
SA ELYON H, DAVIS -P -
MURKIN

On 4-20-68, WALTER TERRY RIFE was re-~interviewed
at the Virginia Hotel 534 North Second Street by SA ELYON

H, DAVIS and ASAC DOVALD T. SULLIVAN,

210108

RIFE furnished the following information:

RIFE advised that he had had no contact with JAMES
EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, since he last saw RAY in the
Federal Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Xansas, in 1957,

RIFE advised that the best he could remember
concerning RAY that RAY had had close associates or
relatives at one time in the Alton, Illinois, area., He
stated that he felt that RAY had at one time hung out
around taverns owned by TERRY TWEET in the Alton area,

. RIFE advised that he knew that RAY had at one
time close contact with some fence in Peoria, Illinois,
to whom RAY sold stolen items, By this he stated that
he meant that RAY was a thief and would steal anything
during the period of time he knew RAY from the late 1940s
until 1955 and this included household items, groups of
burglaries of business establishments and such like and
that RAY would get rid of hot items through a fence in
Peoria, RIFE advised that he had no idea as’ to the
identity of this fence,

RIFE stated that he (RIFE) had lived in the Peoria,
Il1linois, area until 1967 when RIFE moved to the home of his
brother LOVNIE RIFE at Baylis, Illinois, RIFE -then in 2-68
had taken over the operation of the restaurant at the Virginia

‘Hotel and had been operating this restaurant since that time,

RIFE again reiterated that any of the individuals
who lived or worked at the Virginia Hotel could verify the

fact that he had been at the Virginia Hotel for the period

3-27-68 through 4-4-68, He stated also that since he and g

his wife operated ‘the restaurant together and s3]
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kad had a baby in 2-68, it had been necessary for him to work
long hours and to also be at home on a regular basis to take
care of the RIFE's three other children. .

He again stated that members of the Quincy Police
Force could verify that RIFE had been in Quincy on a daily
basis inasmuch as the police checked the Vzrginza Hotel
‘every night,

RIFE advised that he would be available for inter-
views by the FBI at any time and that in the event that he
was not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street, Quincy,
Illinois, SAMUEL EDNA HARPER, a Clerk at the Virginia Hotel,
would know of his exact whereabouts, and RIFE could be
reached in a short period of time.

RIFE advised that he could not remember anyone in
the Quincy area who was close to the subject and could not
think of anyone who might have any information concerning
RAY,

RIFE advised that he did not feel that MELBA
MARIE RYAN, the sister of the subject, has had any contact
with RAY and he certainly is aware of the fact that MELBA
MARIE RYAN has had serious mental problems and that any
information that she would furnish could not be relied on.

Ty
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Memorandum
To  : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 5-2-68
FROM : SA ELYON H. DAVIS - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 4-20268, WALTER TERRY RIFE was re-interviewed
at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, by SA ELYON
H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T, SULLIVAN.

RIFE furnished the following information:

RIFE advised that he had had no contact with JAMES
EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, since he last saw RAY in the
Federal Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1957.

RIFE advised that the best he could remember
concerning RAY that RAY had had close assoclates or
relatives at one time in the Alton, Illinoils, area, He
stated that he felt that RAY had at one time hung out
around taverns owned by TERRY TWEET -in the Alton area,

RIFE advised that he knew that RAY had at one
time close contact with some fencé in Peoria, Illinois,
to whom RAY sold stolen items. By this he stated that
he meant that RAY was a thief and would steal anything
during the period of time he knew RAY from the late 1940s
until 1955 and this included household items, groups of
burglaries of business establishments and such like and
that RAY would get rid of hot items through a fence in
Peoria, RIFE advised that he had no idea as to the
identity of this fence,

RIFE stated that he (RIFE) had lived in the Peoria,
Illinois, area until 1967 when RIFE moved to the home of his
brother LONNIE RIFE at Baylis, Illinois, RIFE then in 2-68
had taken over the operation of the restaurant at the Virginia
Hotel and had been operating this restaurant since that time.

RIFE again reiterated that any of the individuals
‘who lived or worked at the Virginia Hotel could ‘verify the
fact that he had been at the vVirginia Hotel for the period
3-27-68 through 4-4-68, He stated also that since he and
his wife operated the restaurant together and since his wife
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‘had had a baby in 2-68, it had Been necessary for him to work
'long hours and to also be at home on a regular basis ‘to take
care of the RIFE's ‘three other children,

He again stated that members of the Quincy Police

Force .could verify that RIFE had been in Quincy on a daily
basis inasmuch as the police checked the Virginia Hotel
every night. . . . '

‘ RIFE advised that he would be available for inter-
views by the FBI at any time and that din the event that he
was not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street, Quincy,
Illinois, SAMUEL EDNA HARPER, a Clerk at the Virginia Hotel,
would know of his exact whereabéuts, and RIFE could be
reached in a short period of time,

] RIFE advised that he could not remember anyone in
the Quincy area who was close to the subject and could not
think of anyone who might have any information concerning
RAY,

RIFE advised ‘that he did not feel that MELBA
‘MARIE RYAN, the sister of the subject, has had any contact
‘with RAY and he certainly is aware of the fact that MELBA
MARIE RYAN has had serious mental problems and that any
information that she would furnish could not be relied on.

i

i,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PR TR S L A T

[PRIPT SN NS RO Su

. AS
OPTIONAL FORM NO, 30
MAY 1062 EDITION
G3A FPMA (G CFR) 1014118

4(;U‘IITED STATES GOVERNMENT

,.a

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

" Memorandum

: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) *  DATE: 5-2-68

: SA ELYON H, DAVIS -P -

MURKIN

On 4-20-58, WALTER TERRY RIFE was re-~interviewed
at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, by SA ELYON
H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN,

RIFE furnished the following information:

-~ RIFE advised that he had had no contact with JAMES
EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, since he last saw RAY in the
Federal Penitentiary in Leavenworth, Xansas, in 1957,

RIFE advised that -the best he could remember
concerning RAY that RAY had had close associates or
relatives at one time in the Alton, Illinois, area, He
stated that he felt that RAY had at one time hung out
around taverns owned by TERRY TWEET in the Alton area,

RIFE advised that he knew that RAY had at one
time close contact with some fence in Peoria, Illinois,
to whom RAY sold stolen items, By this he stated that
he meant that RAY was a thief and would steal anything .
during the period of time he knew RAY from the late 1940s
until 1955 and this included household items, groups of -
burglaries of business establishments and such like and
that RAY would get rid of hot items through a fence in
Peoria. RIFE advised ‘that he had no idea as to the
identity of -this fence,

~ RIFE stated that he (RIFE) had lived in the Peoria,
Illinois, ‘area until 1967 when RIFE moved to the home of his
brother LOVNIE RIFE at Baylis, Illinois, RIFE then in 2-68
had taken over the operation of the restaurant at the Virginia

"Hotel and had been operating this restaurant since that time.

RIFE again reiterated that any of the individuals
who lived or worked ‘at the Virginia Hotel could verify -the
fact that he had been at the virginia Hotel for the period
3-27-68 through. 4-4-68,.” He stated also that since he and
his wife operated the restaurant together and since his wife
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had had a baby in 2-68, it had been necessary for him to work
long hours and to also be at home on a regular basis to take
care of the RIFE's three other children,

He again stated that members of the Quincy Police
Force could verify that RIFE had been in Quincy on a daily
basis inasmuch as the police checked the Virginia Hotel
every night.

) RIFE advised that he would be available for inter-
views by the FBI at any time and that in the event that he
was not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street, Quincy,
Illinois, SAMUEL EDNA HARPER, a Clerk at the Virginia Hotel,
would know of his exact whereabouts, and RIFE could be
reached in a short period of time,

RIFE advised that he could not remember anyone in
the Quincy area who was close to the subject and could not
think of anyone who might have any information concerning
RAY,

RIFE advised that he did not feel that MELBA
MARIE RYAN, the sister of the subject, has had any contact
with RAY and he certainly is aware of the fact that MELBA
MARIE RYAN has had serious mental problems and that any
information that she would furnish could not be relied on.

=
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Meémorandum

: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) t DATE: 5-2-68
: SA ELYON H, DAVIS - P -
MURKIN

On 4-20-68, MELBA MARIE RYAN was interviewed at
the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, Ill.

MELBA MARIE RYAN furnished the following information
to SA ELYON H, DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T, SULLIVAN:

MELBA MARIE RYAN advised that she is the sister
of JAMES EARL RAY and identified a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY, FBI #306 443 A, mated to Missouri Department of
Corrections on 3-17-60, as her brother, She advised that
she had only seen her brother JAMES EARL RAY three or four
times during her l1life time and that she has spent a considerable
anount of her life in mental hospitals. She stated that she
has been in the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,
I1l., on three occasions.

RYAN advised that she has been living at the
Virginia Hotel since December, 1967, and has had no contact
with JAMES EARL RAY since his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

She advised that she last saw JAMES EARL RAY around
1959 when he was living in St. Louis, Missouri, at a boarding
house operated by their mother, LUCILE RYAN. She advised that
she was staying with her mother, LUCILE RYAN at that time and
that JAMES EARL RAY stayed with them for approximately six
months.

She advised that she has never recelived a letter
from JAMES EARL RAY in her life and had no idea as to his
present whereabouts,

She advised that her mother is presently deceased
and that her father is approximately 70 years of age. She
stated that he was living in Missouri; however, she stated
that she had talked to him on the previous night on the

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings. Plan
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' She advised ‘that she had moved to Quincy, Illinois,
with her mother and father approximately 1948 when she was. 10
years of age. .

‘ She stated around 1953 her :father had left the
family and that her mother had, at that time, "put several
members of the family out for aaoption", and’ the family had
not been Very'close since that period of time.

The following physical description of MELBA MARIE
RYAN was obtained during the interview:

Race ‘White
Sex . le

‘ Date of Birth ﬁ .
Place of Birth wing, Missouri
Height ' 5154n
Weight ‘ ., 165 pounds
Builld : Stout
Hair . Brown
Eyes Blue
Complexion ‘ Medium
Occupation None

i
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On 4-20-68, MELBA MARIE RYAN was interviewed at
the Virgxnla Hotel 534 North Second Street, Quincy, I11,

MELBA MARIE RYAN furnished the following information
" to SA ELYON H, DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T, .SULLIVAN:

MELBA MARIE RYAN advised that she is the sister
of JAMES EARL RAY and identified a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY, FBI #306 443 A, mated to Missouri Department of
Correctlons on 3-17-60 as her brother., She advised that
she had only seen her brother JAMES EARL RAY three or four
times during her life time and that she has spent a considerable
amount of her life in mental hospitals, She stated that she
has been in the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,
Ill,, on three occasions,

. RYAN advised that she has been living at the
Virginia Hotel since December, 1967, and has had no contact
with JAMES EARL RAY since his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

She advised that she last saw JAMES EARL RAY around
1959 when he was living in St. Louis, Missouri, at a boarding
house operated by.their mother, LUCILE RYAN. She advised that
she was staying with her mother, LUCILE RYAN at that time 'and
that JAMES EARL RAY stayed with ‘them for approximately six
months,

She advised that she has. never received a letter
from JAMES EARL RAY in her life and had no idea as to his
present whereabouts.,

She advised that her mother is presently deceased
‘and that her father is approximately 70 years of age, She-
stated that he was living in Missouri; however, she stated
that she had talked to him on the previous night on the
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On 4-20-68, MELBA MARIE RYAN was interviewed at
the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, I1l.

'MELBA MARIE RYAN furnished the following information
to SA ELYON H, DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T, SULLIVAN:

MELBA MARIE RYAN advised that she is the sister
of JAMES EARL RAY and identified a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY, FBI #306 443 A, mated to Missouri Department of
Corrections on 3-17-60, as her brother., She advised ‘that
she had only seen her brother JAMES EARL RAY three or four
times during her life time and that she has spent a considerable

amount of hexr life in mental hospitals, She stated that she

has been in the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,

I1l., on three occasions,

. RYAN advised that she has been living at the
Virginia Hotel since December, 1967, and has had no contact

with JAMES EARL RAY since his escape from the Missouri State

Penitentiary,

She advised that she last saw JAMES EARL RAY around
1959 when he was living in St., Louis, Missouri, at a boarding
She advised that
‘she' was staying with ‘her mother, LUCILE RYAN at ‘that -time and
that JAMES EARL RAY stayed with them for approximately six,

house operated by their mother, LUCILE RYAN.

months,

.

She advised that she has never received a letter-
‘from JAMES EARL RAY in her life and had no idea as to his

present whereabouts,

She advised that her mother is presently deceased
and that her father is approximately 70 years of age, She
stated that he was living in Missouri; however, she stated
that she had talked to him on the previous night on the
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She advised that she had moved to Quincy, Illinois,
with her mother and father approximately 1948 when she was 10
years of age.

She stated around 1953 her father had left the
family and that her mother had, at that time, '"put several
members of the family out for adoption', and the family had |
not been very close since that period of time, .

The following physical description of MELBA MARIE
RYAN was obtained during the interview:

Race White
Sex Fenale
Date of Birth
Place of Birth

Ewing, Missouri

Height 51540
Weight . 165 pounds
Build Stout
Hair , Brown
Eyes Blue
Conplexion Medium

‘ Occupation None
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Place of Birth: Ewing, Missouri

Height 5153

Weight 165 pounds

Build Stout

Hair Brown

Eyes Blue

Complexion Medium

Occupation On welfare subsistence
* FBI # - 33 271 C

A review of the records of the Quincy Police Department
also showed a record for JOHNNY RAY, aka JOHN LARRY RAY and
JOHN L., RAYNS and JACK RAYNS, This file showed JOHNNY RAY's
date of birth to be 2-11-31, home address 214 Spring Street,
hair brown.

The record showed he was 5'10" and weighed 160
pounds, The file contained the following arrests:

DATE CHARGE DISPOSITION
4.7-53 Larcent of an Illinois State
- Automobile Penitentiary, 5 - 10
. years
2-18-60 Fictitious license $10.00 and costs
: .‘D'“‘.- - Pr 7, \ - —2- "
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Place of Birth: Ewing, Missouri
Height 5154
Weight 165 pounds
Build Stout
Hair . Brown
Eyes Blue
- Complexion . Medium
Occupation On welfare subsistence
FBI # - 33 271 C

A review of the records of the Quincy Police Department
also showed a record for JOHNNY RAY, aka JOHN LARRY RAY and
JOHN L, RAYNS and JACK RAYNS, This file showed JOHNNY RAY's
date of birth to be 2-11-31, home address 214 Spring Street,
hair brown.

The record showed he was 5'10" and weighed 160
pounds., The file contained the following arrests:

DATE CHARGE DISPOSITION
4-7-53 Larcent of an Illinois State
: Automobile Penitentiary, 5 - 10
years
2-18-60 Fictitious license $10.00 and costs
- * l‘i o
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Place of Birth, , Ewing,lMiss0uri

Height 5153

Weight 165 pounds

Build Stout

Hair : ‘Brown :

Eyes , ‘Blue : *
Complexion - : Medium

Occupa tion On welfare subsistence
FBI # : - 33 271 ¢

A review of the records of the Quincy Police Department -
also showed a record for JOHNNY RAY, aka JOHN LARRY RAY and )
"JOHN L, RAYNS and JACK RAYNS, This file showed JOHNNY RAY's
date of birth ‘to be 2- 11—31 home address 214 Spring Street

hair brown.

: The record showed he was 5'10" and weighed 160
pounds., The file contained the following arrests:

DATE CHARGE .* DISPOSITION
4-7-53  larcent of an . Illinois State
f Autonmobile ‘ Penitentiary, 5 - 10
years
2-18-60 ~ Fictitious license $10.00 and costs’
-2~ !
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO\ 30
\ MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101118

A UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
o %
Memorandum
TO : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 5-2-68

FROM : SA ELYON H, DAVIS - P -
SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 4-20-68, GEORGE PARSONS, 2826 College Street,
Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed and furnished the following
information:

PARSONS advised that he is a supervisor for the
Illinois Youth Commission and has had numerous contacts
with the family of LUCILE RYAN. He stated that this
fanily is also known by the name RAY. PARSONS advised
that around 1955 and 1966 he had kept a member of this
family, MELBA MARIE RYAN, in his home and that he had
always been close to MELBA MARIE RYAN., He stated that
this individual has mental problems and that nothing
says can be relied upon.

PARSONS advised that he does not have any exact
dates concerning anything in the family but that he knows
the family is supposed to have moved to Quincy, Illinois, .,
sometime during the 1940s and that the entire family lived .
at 214 String Street, Quincy, Illinois, during the 1940s
until approximately 1955. He stated that this area at
that time was an area infested with houses of prostitution
and a very rough neighborhood and a very poor neighborhood.
PARSONS stated that the entire family had been very close
to each other and that he felt that members of the family
would certainly harbor JAMES EARL RAY. He stated -this
would be particularly true of JERRY RYAN and JACK or JOHN
RYAN. He felt that these two would harbor JAMES EARL RAY
if they though it would be to JAMES EARL RAY's advantage,

He furnished the following names for members of
the family:

Fa ther JAMES, JIM or JERRY RAY

Mother LUCILE RAY or LUCILE RYAN
Son JAMES EARL RAY

Son JERRY RAY -
Son JACK RAY

Son FRANKLIN DELEANOR RAY
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SUI:’»_]ECT: MURKIN

with the family of LUCILE RYAN.

5-2-68

On 4-20-68, GEORGE PARSONS, 2826 College Street,
. Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed and furnished the following
information: ’

&

PARSONS advised that he is a supervisor for the
Illinois Youth Commission and has had numerous contacts

.family is also known by the name RAY. PARSONS
that around 1955 and 1966 he had kept a member of this
family, MELBA MARIE RYAN, in his home and that he had

always been close to MELBA MARIE RYAN.

He stated that this

advised

‘He stated that

this individual has mental problems and that nothing
says can be relied upon.

would certainly harbor JAMES EARL RAY.

PARSONS advised that he does not have any exact
dates concerning anything in the family but that he knows
the family is supposed to have moved to Quincy, Illinois, .
sometime during the 1940s and that the entire family 1ived
at 214 String Street, Quincy, Illinois, during the 1940s
until approximately 1955. He stated that this
that time was an area infested with houses of prostitution
and a very rough neighborhood and a very_ poor neighbqrhood.
PARSONS stated that the entire family had been very close
to each other and that he felt that members of the family

area at

He stated this .

would be particularly true of JERRY RYAN and JACK or JOHN

RYAN.

He felt that these two would harbor JAMES EARL RAY

if they though it would be to JAMES EARL RAY's advantage..

the
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He furnished the following names for

members of

family:

Father an JAMES, JIM or JERRY RAY

Mother LUCILE RAY or LUCILE RYAN

Son JAMES EARL RAY

Son JERRY RAY o

son . . .+ JACK RAY

Son . s. - » ‘ FRANKLIN DELEANOR RAY
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PARSONS advised that LUCILE RYAN had work
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On 4-20-68, GEORGE PARSONS, 2826 College Street,
Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed and furnished the following
information: -

PARSONS advised that he is a supervisor for the
Illinois Youth Commission and has had numerous contacts
with the family of LUCILE RYAN. He stated that jthis
family is also known by the name RAY. PARSONS advised
that around 1955 and 1966 he had kept a member of this
family, MELBA MARIE RYAN, in his home and that he had
always been close to MELBA MARIE RYAN., He stated that
this individual has mental problems and that nothing
says can be relied upon.

PARSONS advised that he does not have any exact
dates concerning anything in the family but that he knows
the family is supposed to have moved to Quincy, Illinois,
sometime during the 1940s and that the entire family lived
at 214 String Street, Quincy, Illinois, during the 1940s
until approximately 1955, He stated that this area at
that time was an area infested with houses of- prostitution
and 2 very rough neighborhood and a very poor neighborhood.
PARSONS stated that the entire family had been very close
to each other and:that he felt that members of the family =
would certainly harbor JAMES EARL RAY. He stated this
would be particularly true of JERRY RYAN and JACK or JOHN
RYAN. He felt that these two would harbor JAMES EARL RAY
if they though it would be to JAMES EARL RAY's advantage.

He furnished the following names for members of
~the family:

-

Father JAMES, JIM or -JERRY RAY

Mother LUCILE RAY or LUCILE RYAN
Son JAMES EARL RAY
Son JERRY RAY
Son JACK RAY
Son FRANKLIN DELEANOR RAY
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Judge SCHOLZ advised that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was also known
as BUZ2Y RYAN and that possibly some people would not know
the true .name of FRANKLIN D. RYAN.

The file showed that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was fixst
declared a dependent on 9/8/52 and at that time was residing
at 214 1/2 Spring Street.

Included in the FRANKLIN D. RYAN section of the
dependency records was a letter dated 3/29/59 from LUCILE
RYAN, his mother, who at that time was residing at
1913 Hickory Street, St. Louls, Missouri. In the letter
she stated that "JIMYY is going to Chicago"., K The letter
indicated that at that time JIMMY was residing with LUCILE
RYAN at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis; Missouri.

The file contained information showing that
before 9/24/59 Mrs. LUCILE BERNES, aka LUCILE RAY and
LUCILE RYAN resided 1209 East Fourth Street, Alton, Illinois,
and that she had moved from that address to 1913 Hickory
Street, St. Louis.

A notation was contained in the file that one
8/20/59 LUCILE RYAN's son, JAMES EARL RAY, and an
accomplice JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN were arrested for an armed
robbery of a supermarket in Alton, Illinois, and that this
matter was pending in Circuit Court, Madison County,
Illinois.

The file contained a section concerning JERRY W.
‘RYAN, DOB 7/16/35. He was declared a dellnquent on 3/10/50
for unlawfully growing up in idleness and crime and was to
be sent to St. Charles Boys' Reformatory, St. Cnarles,
Illxnoxs. )

At that time his father was GERALD RYAN, 214 Spring
Sgseet, Quincy, Illinois, and mother,LUCILE RYAN, at same
address.

Psychological tests given JERRY W. RYAN at that
time 'showed he functioned between a low,average and dull in
intelligence.

The file showed that SUZAN RYAN, aka SUSANWE RYAN,
poB [ hac been a ward of the court from 9/8/52 until
4/15/65 when she was discharged from the supervision of the
court.
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Judge SCHOLZ advised that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was also known
as BUZ2Y RYAN and that possibly some people would not know
the true name of FRANKLIN D. RYAN.

The file showed that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was firxst
declared a dependent on 9/8/52 and at that time was residing
at 214 1/2 Spring Street.

Included in the FRANKLIN D. RYAN section of the
dependency records was a letter dated 3/29/59 from LUCILE
RYAN, his mother, who at that time was residing at
1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri. In the letter
she stated that "JIMMY is going to Chicago™. The letter
indicated ‘that at that time JIMMY was residing with LUCILE
RYAN at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri.

The f£ile contained information showing that
before 9/24/59 Mrs. LUCILE BERNES, aka LUCILE RAY and
LUCILE RYAN resided 1209 East Fourth Street, Alton, Illinois,
and that she had moved -from that address to 1913 Hickorxy
Street,; St. Louis.

A notation was contained in the file that one
8/20/59 LUCILE RYAN's son, JAMES EARL RAY, and an
accomplice JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN were arrxested for an armed

Yobbery of a supermarket in Alton, Illinois, and that this

matter was pending in Circuit Court, Madison County,
Illinois.

The file contained a section concerning JERRY W.'
RYAN, DOB 7/16/35. He was declared a delinquent on 3/10/50
for unlawfully growing up in idleness and crime and was to
be sent to St. Charles Boys' Reformatory, St. Charles,
Illinois.

At that time his father was GERALD RYAN, 214 Spring
Street, Quincy, Illinois, and mothexr,LUCILE RYAN, at same
address.

Psychological tests given JERRY W. RYAN at that
time showed he functioned between a low,average and dull in
intelligence. :

The file showed that SUZAN RYAN, aka SUSANNE RYAN,
DOB 4/28/47, had been a ward of the court from 9/8/52 until
4/15/65 when she was dischargeq from the supervision of the
court.
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