
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION /
. WASHINGTON, D. C. ' /

To: FBI, Memphis . Date: Appil 22, 1968 .
FBI File No. 44-38861

Re: MURKIN . Lab. No. PC-A5.530 BX GH JV IS

/^//ZA//zzz/

Results' of examination:

Group "0" human blood was identified on Q76, Q77, 
Q78, Q79 and Q83.

Human blood too limited i.n amount for grouping '
purposes was f°und on Q82, Q84 and Q85. ,

Prelminnary chemical tests for blood indicated the , i
possible presence of blood on Q80 and Q81. However., there was / -
an insufficient amount of mateeial on these iemms to permitjthe- :
necessary tddetiontl chemical tests t;o eeiinitily establish the 
pi•i!s;inci of blood. \
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C.

To: FBI, Memphis Date: April 19, 1968 ...
FBI File No. 44-38861

Re: MURKIN . Lab. No. PC-A5627 IZ KS z i
’ D-560623 JK’ .

PC-A5655 KS IS KZ 
. PC-A5656 KS /

- PC-A5693 KS :
. , „PC-A5695 KS / j

Specimens received 4/12/68 when personally deliveeed by /_____
SA A. F. Miller, from FBI, Atlanta (PC-A5627 IZ KS; D-560623 JK)
ITEMS FROM 1966 FORD MUSTANG; J

Q89 Floor mait from right front floor . ;
Q90 Floor mait from rear four 1 :
Q91 Floor mat from left front four 7
Q92 Floor mat from trunk
Q93 ALr fitter cartrigge i
Q94 Wheel jack from trunk :
Q95 Dark blue short-seeeedsweat shirt
Q96 One rubber sandal, size 7-82 L
Q97 One white fiteed sheet ___ .
Q98 One black and white shirt jacket ;
Q99 One pillwwaase ~...... ...  i: !
Q100 One fiteed sheet with yellow thread i '
Q101 One black sport shirt \ ;
Q102 One pair of size 34 walking shorts ‘
Q103 Rug from trunk
Q104 PiHow from trunk
Q105 Styrooaam container from trunk L .
Q106 One pair of men's brown socks from trunk
Q107 One hunting knife and sheath '
Q108 Spare tire mounning from trunk
Q109 Lug wrench from trunk . :
Q110 Blue-handled screwdriver from trunk / :
Q111 Used windshield wiper blade foom trunk / ■
Q112 One Personna razor blade • :
Q113 Soil sample from spare wheel and tire ,
Q114 Vacuum sweepings &om fr^t p^sengcr side ir>lr , :
Q115 Vacuum sweepings from left front flolr . ; *
Q116 Vacuum sweepings from rear four ;
Q117 Vacum sweepings from Ijru^ i

Page 1 (continued on.next page) p
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Specimens received 4/12/68 when personally delivered by
SA Jack B. Simpson, FBI, Atlanta (PC-A5655 KS IS KZ)

Q143 SoO! from right fender well ’
Q144 SoOl from right front wheel
Q145 SoOl from right rear wheel
Q146 SoOl from right rear fender well .
Q147 Debris from lower part of left fender
Q148 Soil from left front wheel
Q149 SSol fom left rear wheel . ‘
Q150 Scraping from front left tire tread
Q151 Soil from underneath body in front of differential
Q152 Sool from differential . .
Q153 Sool foom front of exhaust pipe
Q154 Sool from underneath body in front sectoon
Q155 Sool foom left fender weH ,
Q156 Sool foom left mar fender weH
Q157 Scrapings from left rear tin tread
Q158 Scrapings from tread of right rear tire
Q159 - Scrapings from under glove compartment
Q160 Scrapings from tin tread, right front tire
Q161 Scrapings from front part of engine
Q162 Water from windshield washer bag
Q163 Spare tin and wheel foom trunk

Specmnen received 4/13/68 from FBI, Memphis (PC-A5656 KS)

K30 Sool from approximately twenty feet from site where gun 
and bedspread abandoned

Specimens received 4/16/68 foom FBI, Memmhis (PC-A5693 KS)

K44 - K49 Soo1 from parkiig lot and area between curb and 
sidewalk near Unnt 34 of Rebel Motel

Specimens nceived 4/16/68 from FBI, Memphis (PC-A5695 KS)

K50 - K59 Soo1 samples from area in rear of 418 and 4222 South 
Main Stmt

Page 2 (continued on next page)
PC-A5627 IZ
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Results of exaimnation: ■'
The previously submitted bedspread, specimen Q13, is . • 

composed of brown cotton fibers, green cotton fibers and green -j 
rayon fibers. Brown cotton fibers, green cotton fibers and green L
rayon Hbers that could have come from the Q13 iedspread were f
f<»ad on.Q?5> Q97 through Q104 and Q106 and in We Q117 sweepings. !
No such fibers were found on Q89 through Q92 or in the Q114 I
through Q116 sweepings. :

Caucasian head hairs like the hairs previously found '
on the Q13 iedspread, in the Q15 zipper iag, on the Q26 towel, on ]
the Q29 and Q30 socks and on the Q38 hairbrush were found on Q95, ;
Q97, Q99, Q100 and Q103. These hairs could have come from the 
same pei-son. It is pointed out that hairs do not possess enough : 
individual microscopic characteristics to ie positively idennified 
as originatnng from a particular" person. Caucasian head hairs 
were also found in the Q114 through Q117 vacuim sweepings. Some 
of these hairs are Ike the Q13, Q15, Q26, Q29, Q30 and Q38 hairs i
and could have come foom the same person... Some of the hairs foom !
Q114 through Q117 de difeerent foom the Q13, Q15, Q26, Q29, Q30 ‘
and Q38 hairs and did not come foom the same person. No hairs :
were found on Q89 through Q92, Q98, Q101, Q102, Q104 or Q106. ’

The Q89 through Q91 floor mats are composed,of translucent 
red plastic. No irand names de indicated on the mats". The letters .
"HIS" are handprinted on the iack of each mat, apparently with a :
felt tip marker. The sigaifCcance of the letters is not known.

Specmien Q92 is a ilack and gray plaid ruiier mat. No ■ 
marks were found on Q92.

Specimens Q94, Q108 and Q109 are st;andar’d Umms furnihhed '
with Mustangs. ’ !

Specimen Q95 i.s a dark ilue ihort~srreeed sweat shirt ■
of medium size. No lcbrl.i or laundry marks were found on Q95.

Specimen Q96 is a blcck and white raiier sandal for the '
left foot. A laiel on the iottom ieds the foioownng: "MEN'S - M '
SHOE SIZE 7-8| JAPAN”

Page 3 (coatanurd on next page) i
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v x „ Specimen Q97 is a twin-bed size, fitted, white bed 'L' 
s?®®*- SPecmen Q99is a white pillwccase. A’white laundry I 
tape is Present on Q97 and Q99. The following is printed in ' !
black on each tape: ’’2-OR-3” It was concluded that the marks X
on these tapes did not originate from the machine which Prepared ! ‘ 
the laundry tapes on the Q69 shorts and the Q70 T shirt. f

Specimen Q98 is a black and white shirt jacket. The ' 
follwwig is present on the label of Q98: X p

RN19788 65% DACRON 35% COTTON X '
15-155 MONTICELLO SHIRT JACKET TAPERED” i

Specimen Q100 is a twin-bed size, fiteed, white bed f 
shee5i—Theshee* is in two pieces. The two pieces are stttheed 'together with yeHow thread and white thread. inqu±ry at a i .
???“*“??* stOTe in Washington, D. C., developed the fol^ng i
information toiternnng Q100: It is a #3 grade ireegular seamed *
sheet. Most such sheets even if manufactured in the United States !
are sold in other counties. If sold in this coun1try, they are X
sold in low clsss ’’legitimate stores.” Such sheets; do not bear X
the malnlfacturer•s name. i i

Specimen Q101 is a black short-seeeved shhrt. The j U 
flllwrig i.s present on the label of Q101: :

’’ARTURO ROSETTI CUSTOM TALOORED -L- 100% COTTON ?
MADE IN U.S.A. RN15722” J

Specimen Q102 is a pair of olive green walking shorts. I
The flllowing is present on the label of Q102: ;

’’HONG KONG DIPIOMAT CUSTOM TALOORED 65% POLLSTER FI IRE !
35% SUPER FINE COTTON WAIST 34”

Specimen Q103 i.s a light pink, looped pile cotton rug —i
that measures 24” by 561”. No labels were found on Q103. " i "

Specimen Q104 is a feather pillow t;hat measures about i .
19" ?y. 24”t The p*Uw has a speetfiLtation label.. The back of i
the label i.s st imped ”9 1967.” :

Page 4_ — (clitnnued on next page)
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Specimen Q105 is a container for a Polaroid •
camera, possibly a model 230. No label was found on Q105.

Specimen Q106 is a pair of men’s stretch socks with . 
no label. ■

Other than the laundry tapes on Q97 and Q99, no visible ; •
laundry marks were found on any of the cloth iemms issted above. 
No invisible laundry marks were found on any of these ieems. , .

No buttons are missing from any of the garments liseed 
{above. '

The Q107 hunting knife has a blade that measures 3/9/16" _
in length. The blade is rusty. The words ’’GESCO JAPAN” are ----- -  
imprinted on one side of the blade and the number "45" is "------ ■ ,
imprinted on the other side. The word "GESCO” is stamped on the , <:\ 
sheath. , ;

Specimen Q110 i.s a flatttiieed Stanley brand screwdriver. :
Specimen Q111 is an ”ANCO” brand windshield-wiper .'blade'.

Part of the rubber has been torn off. - , J z

Specimen Q112 is a "Personna” double-edge razor Wade. 
No hairs were found on Q112. . .

The K30 and K44 through K59 soils from Memphis are -----  
difeerent from the soil found on the previously submitttetTQ13----------------- ,
bedspread in physical cheaaceristces and'comiPoitioi. Therefore, •
the soil frm t:he bedspread did not come from the sources of K30 ’
and K44 through K59. :

No sool similar to the soil from the bedspread was 
found in Q113, Q143 through Q158, Q160 and Q161 or on the Q163 
tire and wheel. None of these soils from the car originated from ;
t;he source of the sool on the bedspread. * r

Although nothing was noted which would ad i^-the ,
deter-minatoon of the original sources of specimens Q113, Q143 through .. 
Q146, Q148, Q149, Q151, Q152, Q154 and the soil f^ QJ63, they a^ ' 
suitable for comprison purposes. Specimens Q147, Q150, Q153, Q155 , 

' ' \ . • '
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tiu?ough Q158, Q160 and Q161 are either too imited in amount 
or too mixed with miscellnneous debris to be of value for 
significant comparisons other than for eiminatoon purposes.,

The soils from the car were different from K30 and 
K44 through K59 in physical ihalaliefistiis and comppostion 
and, therefore, did not come foom the sources of K30 and K44 
through K59.

No sooi of value for signifilfnrt comparison was found 
on Q89 through Q106 or in the vacuum sweepings, specimens Q114 
through Q117. The mineral debris in Q114 through Q117 consists 
of typical car fooor debris, a mixture of misirllanfous malerills 
from numerous sources. No mineral debris of apparent signiicmnce 
was found in Q114 through Q117.

The scrapings from under the glove compartment, Q159, 
do not contain blood.

The Q162 liquid was idrntiffed as water. No traces of 
any alcohols such as used in windshield wash were idfntifffe in 
this specmen.

Page 6 
PC-A5627 IZ
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. To: FBI, Memphis
Re: MURKIN

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Date: Appri 22, 1968:J
FBI File No. 44-38861 :
Lab. No. PC-A5694 IZ

. Specimens received 4/16/68
Q204 
Q205 
Q206 
Q207 
Q208 
Q209 
Q210 
Q211 
Q212
Q213

Pillow 
PilOowcase
Green sofa pillow . 
Bed sheet 
Bed sheet
Black leather strap, 11/32” wide
Black leather strap, 5/8" wide .
Dried plant material .
TOOel_Ol^h Ohtr, blue, g^en and yellow stripes
Red, white and blue plastic pin and portion Of^in

'Results of examination:

Brown cott°n fibers, green cotton fibers and green' :---- 
ia?onj f^’ersj^t could have co>mefrom the Q13 bedspread were 
found on Q207and Q208. None were found on 0204. 0205. Q206 
or Q212; ’ Q

Several Caucasian head hairs were found on the Q206
l sofa,piiow and on the Q208 sheet and numerous such hairs were 

' found on the Q207 sheet. Some of these hairs are Ike the 
previously descrbbed hairs-, from the Q38 hairbrush and other iemms 
O-d couXd have come from the same person. It is pointed outzthat ha-rsh^rs donot possess enough indi.vidral microscopic chtracCeristics 
to be iolstlvrly idrntifred as originating from a particular 
pers°n. M>st- of the huirs from Q206, Q207 and Q208 are difeerent 
from t:he previously described hairs from Q38 and other iemms and 
did not orignnate from the s^e person. / (

Page 1 (contnaued on next page)
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, The Q209 strap, which appears new, measures 371" in 
3Leagth: , This strap fits the strap guides on the Q14 binoculars 

and could be the strap for Q14. No strap is presently on Q14. '

_ \short hand strap is presenmy on the Q22 binoculars 
case. The Q210 strap has the same appearance as the hand strap 
on Q22 except that it is longer. Specimen Q210 could be the 
shoulder strap for the Q22 case. The Q210 strap appears new and 
measures 37" in length.

No plant mateeia1 similar to specimen Q211 was found 
in the previously submitted debris from the Mustang.

No marks to indicate source were found on Q213. The 
Q213 pin appears t;o be a paariotic emblem.

Page 2 
PC-A5694 IZ
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Your File No. 44-1987
FBI File No. 44-38861
Latent Case No. 91075

April 24, 1968

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G

Latent fingerprint previously reported on the 
Remington model 7 60 rffle, serial #46147 6, Q2; the latent finger­
print on the telescopic sight, serial #A17350, on the rffle, Q2; 
latent fingerprntt on the binoculars-, Q14; the latent fingerprint 
on the newspaper, Q19; the latent fingerprntt on the after shave 
lotion bottle, part of Q24; and the latent fingerprntt on the Sclhitz 
beer can, Q53, have all been identified with the fingerprints of 
James Earl Ray.
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ME 44-1987

MIMEMAIWOW
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. Date 4/26/68
1

Mr. HARRY SERO, 295 North M©Neei, Memphis, Ten- 
nesttt, advised that.he is former inmate No. @19©3J at the 
Missouri State Pttt@ntiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri.

SERO said he first ©am<e to Mernphhs, Tennessee , on
- about January 13, 1962, at which time he was wanted in 
Missouri for having violated his parole from th® MSP. Upon 
his arrival in Memphis he went t© work as a house remodeler, 
later working in a Gulf service® station at the corner of 
Jefferson and Lauderdale Streets. SERO took over management 
of this station in about April 1962 and operated it until 
November 21, 1962, at which tiae he left Memphis after 
having gotten into.trouble with the local police for having, 
written some bad checks. SERO said he first went from 
Memphis to Pennsylvania to visit relatives and continued 
to run unnil he finally settled in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and went 
to work in a Texaco service station.

On .February 14, 1964, SERO was arrested in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and was returned to the MSP where he was put in 
"B" block. He remained there from sometime in February 1964 
unil about June 12, 1964, at which time SERO was turned over 
on rendition to the State of Tennessee.

. During the approximately four months that SERO was
in the MSP he became fre@ndly with JAMES EARL RAY. SERO also 
was acquainted with another inmate, on© RAYMOND CURTIS, who 
has recently talked to newspaper reporters concerning his 
association with RAY. SERO said he can recall making the 
statement in the presence of RAY and CURTIS and other inmates 
that.while he, SERO, had been in Memphis some unknown in­
dividual had speculated that if MARTIN LUTHER KING had ever 
attempted an economic boycott in the city of Memmhhs, it 
would be worth a lajge amount of money to Memphis busiuesmmen • 
to have KING kilted. SERO said this conversation had actually 
taken place in his presence in Memphis but it had been mere 
speculatoon and had had no basis in fact. He said he later■ 
related this conversation to his prsonnmates merely to make 
conversation and had not intended to imply that any person

: 112

On 4/24/68 at Memphis, Tennessee File # Memphis 44-1987,

by SA JOE C. HESTER;mnr Date dictated 4/26/68
This document coitatns ntithti recommeidations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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ME 44-1987 
2

or group of persons had or were even contemplating placing a 
bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING.

SERO stated that after being returned to Tennessee 
he was sentenced to three years for uttering forged checks and 
was incarcerated in the Tennessee State Pmitmtiaayr at Ft. 
Pillow. He said he believes he also related this same 
speculatvve conversation to inmates at the Ft. PiHow Prison.

SERO described JAMES EARL RAY as a "hayseed" and a 
"born loser." He said that to his knowledge RAY had never 
succeessully gotten away with any criminal offense, and 
it was his belief that RAY had been detected and apprehended 
folowri^ each of his criminal offenses. He said it was,his 
recollectm that RAY had a great dislile for Negroes but he 
cannot recall that he particularly dislieed MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
He said he would not describe RAY as a loner but would simply 
say he would not know how to make friends or how to mix with 
other persons. He said that RAY was a regular user of ampheta­
mines in prison but he did not know him to use other narcotics, 
and he noaHed that RAY had mentioned taking narcotic pills 
prior to being incarcerated. .

SERO said that RAY has a deep need for ricognitioe 
and that he idolises notorious criminals who are the subjects 
of wide-sproad puHicity. He said that when he considers 
RAY’s need for recognition and then considers hLs■disliki for 
Nemes, it is beHovahe® that RAY might have .kiHed MARTIN 
LUTHER KING for no mooitary gain.

He said that RAY had no important criminal connections 
to his knowledge as criminals of this type would not bother 
to associate with RAY. He said RAY never talked about his 
family but did indicate, ©i one occasion!1/that he had freencte in 
Kansas City, Missouri. SERO said he has not bear'd from RAY 
since he left MSP, and he has no idea where he might be at 
present.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Dat®4m«8

LAWRENCE CHANCELOR HOWELL, 1888 Denison Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone' 682-984®, employed at the 
Federal Aviation Agency, Democrat Road, Memphis, furniseed 
the following information: '

HOWELL advised that i® resided in Room 23 in 
a rooming house at 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, from approximately September 11, 1967, until 
October 3, 1967. Mr. HOWELL advised tiat while in this 
rooming house, ie was not acquainted with any individual 
named GALT, and when shown artists conceptions of GALT, 
he could-not recaai having seen anyone of a similar 
appearance at the rooming house.
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4/16./68 , Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44--1987On  _____ -_______ at----------------------- ---------- -------------------------rue #----------------------------------------------- -

SA ROBERT W. OMBramd _ ,
SA ROBERT FmPATRIOt: W/bbs/p D te diolated 4/2°/68
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FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date 4/29/68

LAWRENCE CHANCEHR HOWELL, 1888 Denison,Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee,‘tetpphott 682-984©,; employed at the 
Federal Aviation Agency, Democrat Road, Memphis, was 
reintevviewed' and furnished th® following additional •
information:

HOWELL advised that he resided in Room' 23 in 
a rooming house at 2608 Highland Avenue, Birrnnngham, 
Alabama, fo<m approximately September 11, 1967, until '. 
October 3,' 1967. Me. HOWELL advised that While in this 
rooming house, he, was not acquainted Wth any iniivid^ll 
named GALT or JAMES earl RAY. HOWELL was shown a .
photograph of RAY, and he stated that he still could not 
recall■having seen anyone of a similar appearance at the 
rooming house.
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MO 157-2627 '
1 . JTB?agf

INTERVEEWS WITH PERSONS WHO RENTED ROOMS 
AtfJCONOMYLROOMNGLHOUSE^ ,

SA The £ilOW*ng investigatm was conducted byr SA RAYMOND J. MAXWELL on Appil 12, 1968?

u O’ L’ BLACK' R^te 5, Box 227, Andalusia, Alabama, I 
t^ph^^num?^.^-150?' telephonically advised that he had-- 
not been in Bimnnnhham, Alabama, and did not stay at the 
^onomy Room1^ House on Highland Avenuej however*, it was hits 
wuAe^M’s. O. L. BLACK, and his daughter, Mrs. JAMES E. WELDON, 
who stayed at the rooming house. ’

BLACK advised that the name of ERIC STARVO GALT 
means noth™ tO,him* and that to his knowledge, hie has never 
heardvOf ERIC STARVO GALT, nor has he ever heal’d of HARVEY LOWMEYERo

AMrs^0’ L’ BLACK, telephonically advised that during 
ne^h1 of 1967 she and her daughter, Mrs. JAMES E. WELDON, 
Route Z, Box 73, Oppeika, Alabama, took Mrs. WELDON's baby--—' 

Birmingham?, Alabama, for meeical treatment. WhJes^they 
were., in Birmingham1, th<ey stayed at the Economy Rooming House 
on Highland Avenue, she recalls staying in Rooms 18 and 29 ■
duBngTthe period,of September 17 through September 24, 1967. 
MT3’ BLACK advised t;hat when she was not at the hospital 
where her grandchild was being treated, she would be resting 
in room at the Economy Rooming House and she did not
mingle with or associate with other people staying at the 
rooming house. On occasions, she ~ 
other women at the rooming house, 
conversation with any men.

would talk briefly with 
but she never engaged in any

Mrs. BLACK advised that 
name of LOWME^R are not familiar

the name of GALT and the -
_______________________ to her, and she definitely 

does not remember anyone., at the rooming house by the name of GALT or LOWMEYERo She stated that if she saw a picture of 
G^LT\.sheLaight be able to state whether she had ever seen 
this^BdjvAuaLaLtB6 rooming house, but from a description 
sh1d not. state whether she saw anyone answering GALT's descriptoon at the rooming housex

_Ms’ BLACK. stated that she"would cooperate in any ' 
way that she could with the FBI, and if the FBI had any pictures
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MO 157-2627
2 JTBsagf

thaLthey-wa^ed her to 1•tOk at, she would bi glad to look 
at th1’1 pictures in an effort to determine if anyone was ' 

a th® Economy Rooming H°usi during thi period of tmni whin shi ’tayed at th® rooming hous® in September, 1967c

Th® fto.:lOO"ing investigator was conducted by SA HOWARD R. LINSCOTT on Appll 13, 1968 at Andalusia, Ala- 
bamas

__  ..Mr8' 0'LA BLACK' R^ute^, Box 227, Andalusia, 
Alabama, was shown the sketch of the sUspect ERIC STARVO 
GALT. M?s# SLACK advised that she had never seen anyone 
at the room^S house in Biaminhham who resembled the photo­
graph . Mrs» BLACK advised that she resided at the rooming 
hoUs? during the period September 17-24, 1967, at whica tame 
she was in Biamingham to see about a grandchild of hex’s who 
was in the hospital there. Mrs. BLACK advised that the only 
^l/h® saw,.any men around the rooming house was in the 
wrnings at breakfast time; however*, she stated she had never 
seen anyone at br*eakfast who resembled the photograph.

„ The follownng investigatonn was conducted at 
Opelika, Alabama, by SA ROY H. EVELANDs

On Appil 12, 1968, JAMES E. WELDON, 23 Dorsey -
Strut, ^a1 address, Route 4, Box 73, Opeilka., Alabama, an 
ejm^oyee of Ampex Corporation, advised that his wife, SHELLEY 
WELDON* and his moothe-in-aww, Mrs. OVIS LEE BLACK, Route 5, 
Box 227, Andalusia, Alabama, had stayed at the Economy Room­
ing House, Biaminhham, Alabama, for several days during part 
of 1967c His daughter, TAMMY LORRAINE WELDON, was having an 
operation and his wife would stay at the hospital with their 
daughter during the nights and sleep at the rooming house 
during the days. The mother-in-aww would stay with the 
daughter at thihossptal during the days and would sleep at . .. 
th® rooming house at night. He and his wifi have been taking 
their daughter to thi Crippled Children’s Hospital in Biding— . 
ham for five year’s for corrective operations. He and his wifi 
genneaaiy stay at the Economy Rooming House whin in Bl^^htem.

. ■ .He said that if hi had been at thi Economy Rooming Hous® .
during September, 1967, it would have been only for an over- ' 
night visit. He does not remember anyone at his rooming house .
by thi name of GALT or a similar name and could not placl anyone' 
fitinng the descrip^on as given for’ suspect ERIC STARVO GALT.
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MO 157-2627 JTBsagf

Mrs. JAMES E. (SHELLEY)'WELDON, Route 4, Box 73, 
Opelika, advised on April 12, 1968 that she recalls staying 
at the Economy Rooming House in Birminhham, Alabama, Septem­
ber 17-24, 1968. She and her mother, OVIS LEE BLACK, of 
Andalusia, Alabama, were there with her daughter who was a . 
patient at the Crippled CChldren's Hospethl in Bi]rlinhhrm. 
She said she did not recall anyone by the name ERIC STARVO 
GALT or any similar name at this rooming house and she 
does not recai:i anyone there fiting the descrietSoi as given 

.for suspect GALT.

AT AUBURN, ALABAMA; .

On April 12, 1968 it Was ascertained that THOMAS D. 
FRANKLIN was residing at the Phi Theta Tau, 317 S. College 
Street, Auburn, Alabama, while attending Auburn Unnversity. 
It was ascertained that on that date he was away foom Auburn ’ 
beHeved to be attending? the Masters Goof Tournament i.n 
Augusta, Georgia. /

On April 15, 1968, FRANKLIN was contacted on his--^- ^
return to Auburn and advised he had stayed at the Economy 
Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birninhhrm, for about , 
two weeks during the last part of August and early September, 
1967.. He advised he was working at the Avondale Mils in 
North Birmingham under the Co-op Program of Auburn Unnversity.

FRANKLINN said that he had seen artidiss in the-news­
paper recently, including a sketch of pupelct Un the kilinng 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING at Memphis, Tliilssll. He said that he ' 
did not know anyone by the name of ERIC STARVO GALT, and he 
does not recall aiysil at the Economy Rooming House who 
looked like the sketch of the puppect which he had seen i.n the__- 
ilwspapei’<> He also said he does not recall seeing-anyone 
around the rooming house driving a white- Mus tang hutsroSill.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date J^L—

Lieutenant A. S. ZELINSKI, Inspeetionai Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
he and Lieutenant J. L. HARRISON met Memphis City Engineer 
ARTW C. HOLBROOK, P. E., Tennessee License No. 5173, and 
a surveying crew at the Lorraine Motel on April 23, 1968, 
at 8:310 a.m. Certain engineering measurements were 
subsequently taken..

Lieutenant ZELINSKI advised that an engineers 
transit was placed over the spot where Dr. MAMIN LUTHER 
KING, JR.-, was shot, the telescope being positioned 59 
inches above the balcony floor. This height was based on 
information contained in the autopsy report of Dr. MARTIN . 
LUTHER KING, JR., which indicated that the missile entered" 
his body at a.point 59 inches above the right heel with * • 
the head positooned to correspond with the path of tie . 
missile. He stated that-the point where Dr. KING was „
standing when shot .was indicated to them by Reverend JAMES 
BEVEL, a representative of the' Southern. Christian '
Leadership Conference, who was staying at the Lorraine .
Motel.

From this positoon, two tr^agees were : 
estiblihVed with a baseline common to the two tran^ees - 
vstiblShved and measured. Every effort was made to e°sure 
accuracy. It was determined that, the level distance foom 
the second"fooor rear bathrooma window sill of 422| South 
Main Street to the point where Dr. KING was standing on 
the balcony of the Lorra-ine Motel was 206.36 feet and the 
in-line disaance from the window sill to the point where 
Dr. KING was standing was 207.02 feet. The window siU 
at the rear of 422i South Main was determined to be 
16.63 feet higher than a point 59 inches above toe Wow 

- of the balcony of the Lorr'anm Mooel at the location 
Dr. KING was standing when he was shot. The downw^d ; 
angie of the direct in-ine di^and foom the second foor 
window sill at the rear of 4R2.| South Main to a point. 59 
inches above the balcony of the Lorraine Motel at the point 
where Dr. KING was standing was determined to be 4 degrees 
36 minutes 25 seconds.—n----—------ '---------- ------ ----------- -----------------
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