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She- further stated that PRESTON PRIOR who
is the owner of a Mobil Station in Vandalia, which
station is located at the junction of the 0l1d Highway
and the New Super Highway may possibly know her husband's
present whereabouts in that her husband has worked
for him from tlme to time.

Mis. RAY stated that she knows very llttle about
her husband's associates and that he would be the one
to contact concerning them, - She further stated that
she knew very little of her husband's family background
before they were married and there may be some associates
at that time that she is unfamiliar with.
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Transmit the following in .

F0-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) é " ;

—

FBI _
Date: 5/9/63

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
________________________________________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBIX (MAIL) , AND S \CS CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS,
AND ST, LOUIS
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

-MURKIN; CR

RE HYTEL MAY FOUR LAST,

RE: JOQE?H ELMER AUSTIN, AEKA; FGRMER ASSOCIATE 0“ SUBJECT,

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION UNABLE TO VERIFY AUSTIN'S DEATH.
REVIEY OF MENARD STATE PENITEWTIARY, ILLINOIS REVEALED AUSTIN,
ARA JAMES FREESLEY, "SHARKEY"™, "BLACKEY“, FBI NUMBER EIGHT TVWO
ONE SZVEN THREE THREE, DISCHARGED FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN
SIXTY FIVE TO ST, LEONARD'S HOUSE;VTWO.ONE ZERO ZERO VWEST
WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AND RECEIVED FINAL PAROLE

DISCHARGED ON JULY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN THROUGH PAPOLE

OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA SALLE, CHICAGO, ' ILLINOIS, AUSTIN

FURTHER DESCR‘IBEB'—A ?IHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH APRIL FIVE
EIGHTEEYN NINETY EIG}IT, FIVE FEET TEN AND ONE HALF INCHES TALL,
ONE HIINDRED TWENTY NINE POUNDS, BLUE EYES, GREY ‘HAIR, DARK:

- Bureau ‘ SEARCHED.....c...or e corrreem
1 - Springfield (44-561) o - SERIALIZED.. m:w‘
R/tlp INDEXED

(22,1;8/%9< R L J‘HLED'%?%??k7Z,

Approved; _ “ : ' Sent

B e S A Ve

Special Agent in Charge

é625 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

.

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ ‘

‘e

FBI
Date: 5/9/68 -

(Type in plaintext or code)

TWO FOURTH STREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS, SISTER ‘fiRS. DOROTHY

'A A, FERRIS CO"’iPANY INC.,, ONE TWO TWO WEST LINCOLN, GOSHEN,

""h-——-“

_ PAGE TWO

(Priority)

COMPLEXION, OCCUPATION FARMER, SCAR ON CENTER.OF FOREHEAD.
FAMILY INCLUDES BROTHER CHARLES, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, BORTHER,
BERT, SPRINGTFIELD, NIECE, MRS, JOE REESE, TH HREE ONE SIX NORTH
HOOSIER, BRAZIL, INDIANA, NEPHEW RALDH TANNEHILL, ONE FOUR THREE

SEYMOUR, FRANKLIN,,ILLINOIS; COUSIN GERTRUﬁE-ﬁALLENG, NINE ZERO
fOUR LIND STREET, QUINCY, ILLINCIS. AUSTIN'S COhR“SFOND NCE
FILE ALSO REFLECTS THE FOLLOWING: ROBERT REED, CASE WORKER,
AND FATHER DOUGLAS WOLFE, BROTHER rHOM ST, LEQNARD'S HOUSE,

TWO OYb ZERO ZBRO WARREN AVENUE CHICAGO ILLINOIS, ATTORNEY

J. EDWARD JONES, ONE FOUR THREE- TWO WEST HARRISON STREET, CHICACO

INDIANA ST. ANTHONY'S INN, INC,, TWENTY NINE SOUTH LA SALLE

STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, GIRARD LETTMAN, WARREN CLINIC, TWO (
FOUR FOUR NINE WEST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, CHiCAGO, ILLINOIS, \3
Mﬁ. AND MRS, (FNU) MYRICK, CASEYVILLE NURSHNG HOME, CASEYVII-..LE,%\

et et P O - . ‘.-,_ iy
ILLINOIS,'_A-.. B, ROBERTSON, TWO ZERO ONE ONE ROAD STREET, MADISON,

ILLINOIS,  WAUKEGAN RESCUE MISSION, WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, WILLIE

Y

b G ot

—~

~

/ST

Sk

Approved: _ - e Sent _ - M  Per.

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F-38 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ : -
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|
|
|
|
|
|
FBI N
Date: 5/9/68 . 1

]

|

i

|

|

i

Transmit the following in
) . (Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

MAE MORGAN, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, MYRTLE COOK, ACME HOTEL,_éT.
LOUIS, MISSOURI,

‘ CHICAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUKEGAN, 'ILLINOIS,
INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, INDIANA, AND

ST. LOUIS DIVISION AT ST. LOUIS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TO
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSTIN, SPRINGFIELD CONDUCTING INVESTI-
GATION AT MADISON, WAVERLY, CASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUINCY, AND
SPRINGFIELD.  D. |

PAGE THREE e

Approved: s " Sent . M 'Per.
. Special Agent in Charge - ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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»

Date: 5/9/68

‘Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
|
|
1
|
|
FBI !
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
|

“Via _____TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
e Lo -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL), AND SACS CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS,
o AND ST. LOUIS RS
FRONM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) a},@w/Q B
MURKIN; CR -/ |

RE MYTEL MAY FOUR LAST.
RE: Josm ELMER AUSTIN, AXA; FORMER ASSOCIATE OF summ
SPRINGFIELD mv:smn UKABLI TO VERIFY AUSTIH‘S mmzrn |
REVIEW OF MENARD STATE mrrmunt ILLINOIS nxmx.m &mm
AKA JAMES FREELEY, "smmr" "mcm" FBI NUMBER EIGET ™0 _
- ONE SEVEN THAEE Tm: 'DISCEARGED FEBREARY 'rm'rx THREE NINETEEN |
. SIXTY FIVE TO 8T, onmnn's HOUSE,’ VO, ,ONE zm ZERG- !msw
P WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AND nmmm FINAL PAROLE ’
DISCEARGED ON JULY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY snw wwmwtmn PARDLE
OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA m.w mmﬁo mm@m Avsm

: ¥URTHER DEBCRIBED—AS ‘HI!‘E HLE DATE Qfl' BIRTH AFRI,L FWE
| HISBTEEN NINETY EIGHT FIVE IEFF“EEW AND m HALF mcm TALL
ONE EUNDRED 'rmr’r NINE POUNDS, BLUI E’m, Gm HAIR, mnx ]

"
' Bureau
¢ 2 Bpringfield (44-561)

tlp
Sp

CA o 54 #mmn..... E——

I ‘ _< B 10r0 0. FlLlB

Approved: .
Special At in' Charde L. -

/1 ov1 4
7 A s ps - ?/;z/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-38 (Rev, 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

A L

Pl '

FBI
Date: 5/9/68

(Type in plaintéxl or code)

_SEYNOUR, FRANKLIN, ILLINOIS cousN m%mm NINE zmo
. FOUR LIND STREET, Wrm, mmuox,s " AUS';‘IE g comsmnmcn
~ FILE AL3O nxrnicra 'THE YQLLOIInua 'ROBERT REE@ CASE WORKER, ..
AND FATHER mma wou!, Eﬁrmrm 7, Lwama's HOUSE, .

' nmuu, ST. ANTHONY'S mu, :mc., T‘IENTY Hm SOUTH LA SALLE

- FOUR FOUR NINE 'wr YASHINGTON Bomhunn énrcmo, ILLINOIS,

(Priority)

COMPLEXION, OCCUPATIDK F&MR m M cmmor ?OREHEAD
FAMILY IHCLWES mm ﬂELRLES 'AVERLY ILLINOIS m&ﬁ
BERT, SPRING?IELD K“I,ECIE HRS JOE REWI, Sm ONE SIX NORTH -
HOOBIEE, BRRZIL IHDIANA mm EALPB TAmmL, CNE FOUR :rmmz
TNO FOURTH BEEEET HADISON ILLIWBM —

TWO ONE ZERO zm unnm; m caxmm Immoxs m'mmwm o
J. EDWARD JONES, ONE ¥our THRER m wm mxson s-mm CHICAGO
A. N, FERRIS COMPANY, ‘INC., ONE TWO TWO WEST mmw, ‘GOSHEK,;

STREET, cn:cmo IﬂLmrs ﬁInA’RD mx umn cmmc 'rwo ‘

MR, AND MRS. (FNU) MYRICK, amxm msmmn CASEYVILLE,
ILLINOIS, A. B, ROBERTSON, TWO ZERO ONE ONE ROAD STREET, MABS3ON,

ILLINOIS, WAUKEGAN RESUUE MISSIOK, WAUKEGAN, YLLINOIS, WILLIE |

PAGE TWO

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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: Tvransmit the following in

FD-38 (Rev. 5-22-64) » ’ - '
. | ,
C i

FBI
Date: 5/9/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!
]
|
|
|
|
. (Priority) i

MAE MORGAN, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, MYRTLE COOK, ACME HOTEL, ST.
LOUIS, MISSOURI. | '
CHICAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS,
INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, INDIANA, AND
ST. LOUIS DIVISION AT ST. LOUIS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TO
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSBIN, SPRINGFIELD CONDUCTING INVESTI-
- GATION AT MADISON, WAVERLY, CASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUIKCY, AND

SPRINGFIELD,  P. %"-"Wd‘#

PAGE THREE

Approved: ' Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. $-22-64) ' ’
N~ . \ Q

F B
Date: 5/9/68

Transmit the following in

|
I
]
!
I
|
|
|
I
{
1
. |
(Type in plaintext or code) ) 11
I
I
|
L

Via TELETYPE URGENT - :
: (Priority)
"_°"_“‘___—"—“_*——_“__f‘_"__“__—‘—-“—““__"—_‘__ ST T T T T T F“
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL), AND SACS CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS,

. AND ST. LOUIS
¥ROM: *. SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN; CR ' |
RE MYTEL BAY FOUR LAST,
RE: JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, AKA; FORMER ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT.
SPRINGFIELD DIVISION UNABLE TO VERITY AUSTIN'S DEATH,
REVIZY OF MENARD STATE PENITENTIARY, ILLINOIS REVEALED AUSTIN,
AKA JAMES FREELEY, "SHARKEY", “BLACKEY", FBI NUMBER EIGHT TWO
ONE SEVEN THREE THREE, DISCHARGED FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN
SIXTY FIVE TO ST. LEONARD'S HOUSE, TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WEST
WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINGIS AND RECEIVED FINAL PAROLE
DISCHARGED ON JULY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN THEOUGH PAROLE ‘
OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA SALLE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. AUST?N
FURTHER DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH APRIL FIVE
'EIGHTEEN NINETY EIGHT, FIVE FEET TEN AND ONE FALF INCHES TALL,
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY NINE POUNDS, BLUE EYES, GREY HAIR, DARK

A Buveau
~1/- Springfield (44-561)

- Approved: ‘ Sent ____ . M BT R

Special Agent in Charge , .
SE SR S
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) ’ ' ’
. S e
~ >

FBI
Date: 5/©/68 -

Transmit the following in
. (Type in plaintext or code)

R

-, Vi_-u (‘P‘r;'ority)‘ 3 . —
COMPLEXION, OCCUPATION FARMER, SCAR ON CENTER.OF FOREHEAD,

' FAMILY INCLUDES BROTHER CHARLES, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, BORTHER
BERT, SPRINGFIELD, NIECE, MRS, JOE REESE, SHREE ONE SIX NORTH
HCOSIER, BRAZIL, INDIANA, NEPHEW RALPH TANNEHILL, ONE FOUR THREE
TWO FOURTH STREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS, SISTER iiRS. DOROTHY
SEYMOUR, FRANKLIN, ILLINOIS, COUSIN GERTRUDE WALLING, NINE ZERO
FOUR LIND STREET, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, AUSTIN'S CORRESPONDENCE
FILE ALSO REFLECTS THE FOLLOWING: ROBERT REED, CASE VORKER,

AND FATHER DOUGLAS WOLFE, BROTHER FROM ST. LEONARD'S HOUSE,

" TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ATTORNEY
J. EDWARD JONES, ONE FOUR THREE TWO WEST HARRISON STREET, CHICAGO
A. A, FERRIS COMPANY, INC., ONE TWO TWO WEST LINCOLN, GOSHEN,
INDIANA, ST, ANTHONY'S INN, INC., TWENTY NINE SOUTH LA SALLE
STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, GIRARD LETTMAN, WARREN CLINIC, TWO
FOUR FOUR NINE WEST WASHIKGTON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

MR, AND MRS. (FNU) NYRICK, CASEYVILLE NURSHNG HOME, CASEYVILLE,
ILLINOIS, 4. B, ROBERTSON, TWO ZEHO ONE évE ROAD STREET, MADESON,

" ILLINOIS, WAUKEGAN RESOUE MISSIOH, WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, VILLIE ~
'PAGE TWO '

" Approved: o _ Sent. 3 : M  Per
Special Agent in Charge - o

2025 RELEASE U.NDER E.O. 14176
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FD-38 tRev. 5-22-64) ‘ )
o/ ' . )
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FBI
Date: 5/9/68 .

T_;ansmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

MAE MORGAN, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, MYRTLE COOK, ACME HOTEL, ST.
LOUIS, MISSOURI. '
| CHICAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUKEGAN, 'ILLINOIS,
INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, INDIANA, AND

' ST. LOUIS DIVISION AT ST. LOUIS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TO
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSTIN, SPRINGFIELD CONDUCTING INVESTI-
GATION AT MADISON, WAVERLY, CASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUINCY, AND
SPRINGFIELD, D, )
PAGE THREE e

Rtar

Approved: ‘ ' S Seat _. . M Per
. Special Agent in Charge -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the foliowing in

Via

Y

Rev. 5-22-64) e ' e .

FBI
Date: 5/9/68 -

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE - URGENT - -
o (Priority)
________________________________________________ L=,
TO: ‘DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL), AND SACS CHITAGO, INDIANAPOLIS,
~ AND ST. LOUIS'
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD {44-561)

MURKIN; CR
RE MYTEL MAY FOUR LAST,

RE: JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, AKA; FORMER ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT.
SPRINGTIELD DIVISION UNABLE TO VERIFY AUSTIN'S DEATH,
REVIEW OF MENARD STATE PENITENTIARY, ILLINOIS REVEALED AUSTIN,

AKA JAMES FREELEY, "SHARKEY", "BLACKEY", FBI NUMBER EIGHT TVWO
ONE SEVEN THREE THREE, DISCHARGED FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN
SIXTY FIVE TO ST. LEONARD'S HOUSE, TWO ONE ZZRO ZERO WEST
WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AND RECEIVED FINAL PAROLE
DISCEARGED ON JULY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN THROUGH PAROLE
OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA SALLE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. AUSTZN
. FURTHER DESCRIBED XS WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH APRIL FIVE

~ EXGHTEEN NINETY EIGHT, FIVE FEET TEN AND ONE HALF INCHES TALL,

ONE HUNDRED -TWENTY NINE POUNDS, BLUE EVES, GREY HAIR, DARK .

A\~ Bureau
-1/~ Springfield (44-561)
R/tlp :

Apprqved: - Sent

INDEXED...;.,..{.
FILED %llv
M - Per:

e e . wz

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




i ED-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) : . .
Lo & . ) . }

~

Rt 1 E o

FB!
Date: 5/9/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

“ Via

(Priority)

COMPLEXION, OCCUPATION FARMER, SCAR ON CENTER.OF FOREHEAD,

_ FAMILY INCLUDES BROTHER CHARLES, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, BORTHER,
BERT,'SPRIHGFIELﬁ, NIECE, MRS, JOE REESE, THREE ONE SIX NORTH
HOOSIER, BRAZIL, INDIANA, NEPHEW RALDH TANNEHILL, ONE FOUR THREE
TWO FOURTH STREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS, SISTER MRS, DOROTHY
SEVHOUR, FRANKLIN, ILLINOIS, COUSIN GERTRUDE WALLING, NINE ZERO
FOUR LIND STREET, QUINCY, ‘ILLINOIS, AUSTIN'S CORRESFONDUNCE
FILE ALSO REFLECTS THE FOLLOWING: ROBERT REED, CASE VORKER,

! AND FATHER DOUGLAS WOLFE, BROTHER FROM ST, LEONARD'S HOUSE,

" TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ATTORNEY
J. EDWARD JONES, ONE FOUR THREE TWO WEST HARRISON STREET, CHICAGO|
A, A, FERRIS COMPANY, INC., ONE TWO TWO WEST LINCOLN, GOSHEN,
INDIANA, ST. AﬁTHONY's INN, INC,, TWENTY NINE SOUTH LA SALLE
STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, GIRARD LETTMAN, WARREN CLINIé, TWO
FOUR FOUR NINE WEST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

MR, AND MRS, (FNU) MYRICK, CASEYVILLE NURSHNG HOME, CASEYVILLE,
ILLINois; A. B, ROBERTSON, TWO ZERO ONE ONE ROAD STREET, MADESON,
ILLINOIS, WAUKEGAN RESGUE stszoﬁ,-wAﬁKEGAN, ILLINOIS, WILLIE ~
PAGE TWO ‘ '

- -

Approved:- _ Sent ' M P er
Special Agent in Charge . SN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TEUmEE,
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:_]13% A N ‘:r U3

[rme o T
P |
¢ FBI {
Date: 5/9/68 :
Transmit the following in T ' ;
Via (Priori‘ty) A:
________________________________________________ Lo
MAE MORGAN, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, MYRTLE COOK, ACME HOTEL, ST.
LOUIS, MISSOURI,
C_HICAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUIG*.JGAN, ILLINOIS,
INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, INDIAHA, AND
ST, LOUIS DIVISION AT ST, LOUiS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TOD
LCCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSTIN, SPRINGFIELD CONDUCTING INVESTI-
GATION AT MADISON, WAVERLY, CASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUINCY, AND
SPRINGFIELD, P, |
1 PAGE THREE
Approved: : Sent . ___ M P.e-ff.-
" Special Agent in Charge - : .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI CHICAGO

FBI SPRNGFLD | A

1054AM URGENT 5/9/68 MAL

TO CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS, AND ST. LOUIS
FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (THREE PAGES)
MURKINS CR

RE MYTEL MAY FOUR LAST.

RE: JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, AKA; FORMER ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT{

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION UNABLE TO VERIFY AUSTIN'S DEATH.
REVIEW OF MENARD STATE PENITENTIARY,AILLINOIS REVEALED AUSTIN;'
AKA JAMES FREELEY, "SHARKEY'< "BLACKEY'", FBI NUMBER EIGHT TWO
ONE SEVEN THREE THREE, DISCHARGED FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN
SIXTY FIVE Td STe LEONARDfS HOUSE, TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WEST
WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AND RECEIVED FINAL PAROLE
DISCHARGED ON JULY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN THROUGH PAROLE
OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA SALLE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. AUSTIN
FURTHER DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH APRIL FIVE
'EIGHTEEN NINETY EIGHT, FIVE FEET TEN AND ONE HALF INCHES TALL.
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY NINE POUNDS, BLUE EYES, GREY HAIR., DARK

END PAGE ONE )

SERIALIZEDZ Z Zcomeenet

. FILED

: RPN ;::2’4'-.1" ”M‘?‘ium{ﬁ: I ;
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 1417



'COMPLEXION, OCCUPATION FARMER, SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD.
FAMILY INCLUDES BROTHER CHARLES, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, BORTHER.

BERT, SPRINGFIELD, NIECE, MRS. JOE REESE, THREE ONE SIX NORTH

HOOSIER» BRAZIL> INDIANA; NEPHEW RALPH TANNEHILL, ONE FOUR_THREE
TWO FOURTH STREET. MADISON, ILLINOIS, SISTER MRS. DOROTHY
SEYMOUR, FRANKLIN, ILLINOIS, COUSIN GERTRUDE WALLING, NINE ZERD
FOUR LIND STREET, QUINCY, ILLINOIS. AUSTIN'S CORRESPONDENCE
FILE ALSO REFLECTS THE FOLLOWING; ROBERT REED, CASE WORKER»
AND FATHER DOUGLAS WOLFE, BOTH FROM ST. LEONARD'S HOUSE,

TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ATTORNERY
J« EDWARD JONES, ONE FOUR THREE TWb WEST HARRISON STREET» CH!GAGE?
A. A« FERRIS COMPANY, INC. » ONE TWO TWO WEST LINCOLN, GOSHEN;
INDIANA{ Sﬂf ANTHONY:S INN, INGCe., TWENTY NINE SOUTH LA SALLE
STREET», CHICAGO.» ILLINOIS, GIRARD LETTMAN, WARREN CLINIC., TWO
FOUR FOUR NINE WEST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
MRf AND MRS:‘(FNUS MYRICK, CASEYVILLE NURSING HOME. CASEYV;LLEf
ILLINOIS, A+ B. ROBERTSON, TWO ZERO ONE- ONE ROAD STREET. MADISON;'
ILLINOIS, WAUKEGAN RESCUE MISSION, WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, WILLIE

END PAGE TWO

RPN

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" PAGE THREE
‘MAE MORGAN, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, MYRTLE COOK, ACME HOTEL, ST,'
LOUIS, MISSOURI. .
CHICAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, A E
INDIANAPOLIS DIV;SION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, INDIANA, AND ' ei
ST. LOUIS DIVISION AT ST. LOUIS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TO Q;
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSTIN. SPRINGFIELD CONDUCTING INVESTI- ,';i
GARION AT MADISON, WAVERLY, CASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUINCY, AND ;%
SPRINGFIELD-_ , P.‘. ARMED AND DANGEROUS f’;
EOM E
FBI CHICAGO fé
= \
' .
\  oss \ |
. FBI INDAPOLS |
i
10071 4§ I€d
raa \\\‘
ang >
.

\

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176 A
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FBI
Date: 5/9/68

Transmit the following in
: (Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT —r
(Priority)
e e e L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL), AND SACS CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS,
AND ST. LOUIS
FROM:. . SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN; CR

RE MYTEL MAY FOUR LAST,

RE: JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, AKA; FORMER ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT,

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION UNABLE TO VERIFY AUSTIN'S DEATH,
REVIEY OF MENARD STATE PENITENTIARY, ILLINOIS REVEALED AUSTIN,
AKA JAMES FREELEY, "SHARKEY", "BLACKEY", FBI NUMBER EIGHT TWO
ONE SEVEN THREE THREE, DISCHARGED FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN ff ;
SIXTY FIVE TO ST. LEONARD'S HOUSE, TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WEST |
WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AND RECEIVED FINAL PAROLE
DISCHARGED ON JULY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN THROUGH PAROLE
OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA SALLE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. ' AUSTIN
FURTHER DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH APRIL FIVE
EIGHTEEN NINETY EIGHT, FIVE FEET TEN AND ONE HALF INCHES TALL,

' ONE HUNDRED TWENTY NINE POUNDS, BLUE EYES, GREY HAIR, DARK

- Bureau :
Springfield (44-561)

<§'>/“p % | | &/W/SNL;”M//&Q% Q—Q ‘

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date: 5/9/68

Transmit the following in_

(Type in plaintext or code)

" Via

(Priority)

COMPLEXION, OCCUPATICN FARMER, SCAR ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD,
FAMILY INCLUDES BROTHER CHARLES, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, BORTHER,
BERT, SPRINGFIELD, NIECE, MRS, JOE RE LSE, THREE ONE SIX NORTH
HOOSIER, BRAZIL, INDIANA, NEPHEW RALPH TANNEHILL, ONE FOUR THRZE
TWO FOURTH STREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS, SISTER HRS. DOROTHY
SEYMOUR, FRANKLIN, ILLINGIS, COUSIN GERTRUDE VALLING, NINE ZERO
FOUR LIND STREET, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, AUSTIN'S CORRESFONDENCE
FILE ALSO REFLECTS THE FOLLOWING: ROBERT REED, CASE VORKER,

AND FATHER DOUGLAS WOLFE, BROTHER FROM ST, LEONARD'S HOUSE, |-
TWO ONE ZERO ZEBO WARREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ATTORNEY

£

J. EDWARD JONES, ONE FOUR THREE THO WEST HARRISON STREET, CHICAGO|
A. A, FERRIS COMPANY, INC., ONE TWO TWO WEST LINCOLN, GOSHEN,
INDIANA, ST, ANTHONY'S INN, INC., TWENTY NINE SOUTH LA SALLE
STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, GIRARD LETTHAN, WARREN CLINIC, THO
FOUR FOUR NINE WEST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,
¥R, AND MRS, (FNU) MYRICK, CASEYVILLE NURSING EOME, CASEYVILLE,
ILLINOis, A. B. ROBERTSON, TWO ZERO ONE ONE ROAD STREET, MADszN
 ILLINOIS, WAUKEGAN RESCUE MISSION, WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, WILLIE ~

MIPL LT
L

PAGE TWO

-

" Approved: SRR , ' Sent R M  Per
Special Agent in Charge - - L
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Date: 5/9/68

" Transmit the following in :
J (Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

MAE MORGAN, WAVERLY, ILLINOIS, MYRTLE COOK, ACME HOTEL, ST.
Loﬁzs, MISSOURI.

CHICAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUKEGAN;_ILLINOIS;
'INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, INDIANA, AND
ST. LOUIS DIVISION AT ST. LOUIS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TO
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSTIN, = SPRINGFIELD CONDUCTING INVESTI-
GATION AT MADISOR, WAVERLY, éASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUINCY, AND
SPRINGFIELD, P,
PAGE “THREE

]

.Sent L M Per

Approved: _

Special Agent in Charge
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION )
GSA FPMR {4t cFR) 101118 ’ . .}
UNTT ‘?D BTATES GOVERNMENT - ‘

Memorandum

! SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) . DATE: - 5-7-68
: SA ELYON H. DAVIS - P -
MURKIN

The following investigation was conducted by SA'S

.l ELYON H, DAVIS AND THOMAS M, SCHOENHOFER on 4-19-68:

Trooper EARL MC FEETERS, Illinois State Police,
Hull, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-68 seen
LONNIE RIFE and WALTER RIFE almost on a daily basis. He
advised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had lived at the
home of LONNIE RIFE; however, WALTER RIFE is now working
at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, operating the
restaurant in that Hotel., MC FEETERS advised that he does:
not believe ‘either RIFE has made any long trips from the
Quincy, Illinois, area or-has been gone from Quincy, I1ll.,
for any extended period of time during the past month.

On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS and HAROLD LAMB,
Quincy, Ill.,, PD, advised that they are night detectives for
that PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on their night
routines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second St.,
Quincy, Il1l, They advised that they cannot state for certain
on any exact date that WALTER RIFE was at the Virginia Hotel;
however, they have seen him there practically every night
operating the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel, Each.adyised
that RIFE certainly could not have been gone for any extended
period of time from Quincy without their knowing of this and
that RIFE was certainly not gone for several days at any time,

On 4-19-68, MARY JAN RIFE, home address 214 Lind -
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was 1nterv1ewed at her place of
employment the restaurant at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North
Second Street Quincy, Illinois, She advised that she is
married to WALTER TERRY RIFE and that her husband has been
in Quincy, Illinois, for every day since February, 1968. She
stated that her husband certainly was. not gone any day from
3-27-68 through 4-4-68, She advised that he was working
each day at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel operated
by her husband. She viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY,

Springfield (44-561) SEARCHED........_INDEXED..____|
:ras ' : SERIALIZED, M’%
/uAj - Va7 1965
] ~ FBI - SPRINGFIELD 4\

Ba_y US. S avmg.r BonfRegularl_y on Immﬂ Savings Plan

‘ 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI # 306 443 A, made on 3-17-60. She advised that she had
never seen this individual in her life and had never heard
her husband speak concerning this individual. MARY JAN RIFE
advised that she has been married to WALTER TERRY RIFE since
1961 and that during that period of time JAMES EARL RAY has
never contacted him for any reason., She advised that MELBA
MARIE RYAN resides at the Virginia Hotel and that shortly
before being interviewed she had learned that MELBA MARIE
RYAN was supposed to be the sister of the individual charged
with the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, She advised this
was the first time she had ever heard of JAMES EARL RAY and
did not know that RAY was a brother to MELBA MARIE RYAN,

She also advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental
case and has been in Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,
Illinois, on numerous occasions.

On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, Desk Clerk, Virginia

Hotel, 534 North Second Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE
operates the restaurant in the Hotel HARPER advised that
WALTER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at the restaurant
since 2-68 when he took over the operation of the restaurant.
He advised that RIFE's wife had given birth to a child in

2-68 and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife was
in the hospital, he had operated the restaurant practically

‘without any help and had worked from 15 to 18 hours a day.

HARPER advised that RIFE has not been gone from Quincy, I11.,

for any one-day perlod since taking over the operation of the
restaurant

A photocraph of JAMES EARL RAY was exhibited to
HARPER, HARPER advised that this individual was unknown to
him and stated he had never seen RAY to his recollection
during his life.

HARPER advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN resides at
the Virginia Hotel; however, he had never heard her mention
JAMES EARL RAY and did not know that .this was the brother of
MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date, - HARPER advised that MELBA -
MARIE RYAN had resided at the Virginia Hotel since 12-67 and
he 1s certain that RAY has not visited the Vlrglnla Hotel
during that period of time,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- SI 44-561

On 4-19-68, attempts were made. to interview MELBA
MARIE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it
was impossible to conduct an interview on that date. She
advised that she would be available for an interview on
4-20-68 and that she was willing to consent to an interview
with the FBI. She did stated during a short period of time
an interview was attempted to be conducted that she had no
idea as to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY,.

gk

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

GSA FRMR (31 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

. 0 3 R i SN A
OPTIONAL FORM No. 10 NN . ) . :
MAY 1962 EDITION § . - :

: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 5-7-68
: SA ELYON H. DAVIS -P -
MURKIN

The following investigation was conducted by SA'S
ELYON H. DAVIS AND THOMAS M, SCHOENHOFER on 4-19-68:

Trooper EARL MC FEETERS, Illinois State Police,
Hull, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-68 seen
LONNIE RIFE and WALTER RIFE almost on a daily basis. He
advised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had lived at the
home of LONNIE RIFE; however, WALTER RIFE is now working
at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, operating the
restaurant in that Hotel., MC FEETERS advised that he does
not believe either RIFE has made any long trips from the
Quincy, Illinois, area or has been gone from Quincy, Ill.,
for any extended period of time during the past month.

On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS and HAROLD LAMB,

Quincy, Ill., PD, advised that they are night detectives for
that PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on their night
routines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second St.,
Quincy, Il11l. They advised that they cannot state for certain
on any exact date that WALTER RIFE was at the Virginia Hotel;
however, they have seen him there practically every night
operating the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel, Each advised
that RIFE certainly could not have been gone for any extended
period of time from Quincy without their knowing of this and

-
S o Yy .,.,..;‘ Yog;
A ."?."'-'. !'," B T Sn' A

that RIFE was certainly not gone for several days at any time.

On 4-19-68, MARY JAN RIFE, home address 214 Lind
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed at her place of
employment, the restaurant at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North
Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that she is
married to WALTER TERRY RIFE and that her husband has been
in Quincy, Illinois, for every day since February, 1968, She
stated that her husband certainly was not gone any day from
3~27-68 through 4-4-68. She advised that he was working
each day at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel operated
by her husband. She viewed a phctograph of JAMES EARL RAY,

@; Springfield (44-561) SEARCHED..LMMINDEXED..,.....F
EHD:ras SERIALIZED..,
(3) CoMa T 18
fBI - SPRIN 15LD

LS el 70

R rmvaarramin: '

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll .S’mzmg; Plan: i o ‘,”_; - yivis
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SI 44-561

FBI # 306 443 A, made on 3-17-60. She advised that she had B
never seen this individual in her life and had never heard A
her husband speak concerning this individual. MARY JAN RIFE

advised that she has been married to WALTER TERRY RIFE since

1961 and that during that period of time JAMES EARL RAY has 4
never contacted him for any reason. She advised that MELBA o
MARIE RYAN resides at the Virginia Hotel and that shortly 4
before being interviewed she had learned that MELBA MARIE .ﬁ
RYAN was supposed to be the sister of the individual charged S
with the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, She advised this S
was the first time she had ever heard of JAMES EARL RAY and
did not know that RAY was a brother to MELBA MARIE RYAN.

Ry MA”"'.'N"'_',.-; ;V,f\-‘
SALRE W et KR .t

She also advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental
case and has been in Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,
Illinois, on numerous occasions. ‘

On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, Desk Clerk, Virginia T
Hotel, 534 North Second Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE ]
operates the restaurant in the Hotel, HARPER advised that "
WALTER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at the restaurant f@
since 2-68 when he took over the operation of the restaurant. L
He advised that RIFE's wife had given birth to a child in oE
2-68 and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife was 3
in the hospital, he had operated the restaurant practically a3
without any help and had worked from 15 to 18 hours a day. e
HARPER advised that RIFE has not been gone from Quincy, Ill., w4

for any one-day period since taking over the operation of the
restaurant.

A photograph of JAMES EARL RAY was exhibited to
HARPER. HARPER advised that this individual was unknown to
him and stated he had never seen RAY to his recollection
during his 1life,

HARPER advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN resides at
the Virginia Hotel; however, he had never heard her mention
JAMES EARL RAY and did not know that this was the brother of
MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date, HARPER advised that MELBA
MARIE RYAN had resided at the Virginia Hotel since 12-67 and
he is certain that RAY has not visited the Virginia Hotel
during that period of time.

— -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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On 4-19-68, attempts were made to interview MELBA
MARIE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it
was impossible to conduct an interview ofi that date. She
advised that she would be available for an interview on )
4-20-68 and that she was willing to consent to an interview !
with the FBI. She did stated during a short period of time
an interview was attempted to be conducted that she had no ;
idea as to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY. |

- K

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

T e —— T —— AN A S S

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 ’

MAY 1932 EDITION . ‘
GSHFPTAR (NFEFR) 101-11.8 - y
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ’

Memorandum

: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) ' DATE:" 5-7-68
: SA ELYON H. DAVIS - P -
MURKIN

The following investigation was conducted by SA'S

- ELYON H. DAVIS AND THOMAS M, SCHOENHOFER on 4-19-68:

Trooper EARL MC FEETERS, Illinois State Police,

Hull, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-68 seen

LONNIE RIFE and WALTER RIFE almost on a daily basis. He
advised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had lived at the
home of LONNIE RIFE; however, WALTER RIFE is now working
at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois, operating the
restaurant in that Hotel., MC FEETERS advised that he does

‘not believe either RIFE has made any long trips from the

Quincy, Illinois, area or has been gone from Quincy, Ill.,
for any extended period of time during the past month,

‘ On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS and HAROLD LAMB,
Quincy, Ill,, PD, advised that they are night detectives for
that PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on their night
routines they pass the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second St.,
Quincy, I1l, They advised that they cannot state for certain
on any exact date that WALTER RIFE was at the Virginia Hotel;
however, they have seen him there practically every night
operating the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel. Each advised
that RIFE certainly could not have been gone for any extended
period of time from Quincy without their knowing of this and

"that RIFE was certalnly not gone for several days at any time,

On 4—19-68, MARY JAN RIFE, home address 214 Lind
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed at her place of
employment, the restaurant at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North
Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that she is
married to WALTER TERRY RIFE - and that her husband has been

- in Quincy, Illinois, for every day since February, 1968, She

stated that her husband certainly was not gone any day from
3~27-68 through 4-4-68, She advised that he was working
each day at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel operated

- by -her husband. She viewed a photovraph of JAMES EARL RAY,

.- . ISEARcng“Mmm
Springfield (44—561) _ Iserianizen, INDEXED,
rcoha | | -' LAY 1968
) ' | - ‘ -~iﬂ;ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂiozy‘ /
a’/%/é’& y 6‘/7 > N _._l{_'-'_._n

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

s et
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FBI # 306 443 A, made on 3-17-60. She advised that she had

.never seen this individual in her 1life and had never heard

her hushand speak concerning this individual, MARY JAN .RIFE
advised that she has been married to WALTER TERRY RIFE since
1861 and that during that period of time JAMES EARL RAY has
never contacted him for any reason, She advised that MELBA
MARIE RYAN resides at the Virginia Hotel and that shortly
before being interviewed she had learned that MELBA MARIE
RYAN was supposed to be the sister of the individual charged
with the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, She advised this
was the first time she had ever heard of JAMES EARL RAY and
did not know that RAY was a brother to MELBA MARIE RYAN.

She also advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental
case and has been in Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,
Illinois, on numerous occasions.

On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, Desk Clerk, Virginia

Hotel, 534 North Second Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE
operates the restaurant in the Hotel, HARPER advised that
WALTER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at the restaurant
since 2-68 when he took over the operation of the restaurant.
He advised that RIFE's wife had given birth to a child in
2-68 and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife was
in the hospital, he had operated the restaurant practically
without any help and had worked from 15 to 18 hours a day.
HARPER advised that RIFE has not been gone from Quincy, Ill.,
for any one-day period since taking over the operation of the

restaurant

A photovraph of JAMES EARL RAY was exhlblued to .
HARPER, HARPER advised that this individual was unknown to
him and stated he had never seen RAY to his recollection
during his 1life,

HARPER adv1sed that MELBA MARIE RYAN resides at =
the Virginia Hotel; however, he had never heard her mention
JAMES EARL RAY and d1d not know that this was the brother of
MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date, " HARPER advised that MELBA

- MARIE RYAN had resided at the Virginia Hotel since 12- 67 and

he is certain that RAY has not visited the Vlrglnla Hotel
during that period of tlme :

-2
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On 4-19-68, attempts were made to interview MELBA
MARIE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it

‘was impossible to conduct an interview on that date. She
‘advised that she would be available for an interview on

4-20-68 and that she was willing to consent to an interview
with the FBI, She did stated during a short period of time

. an interview was attempted to be conducted that she had no

idea as to the whereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY.

_3*—_
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" 628PM

.FB1 CHICAGO

FRTI WASH DC
717PM URGENT S/7/68 LCC
‘T0 ALL SACS RFLAY MFSSAGF PLAN

FROM DIRFCTOR 1P
MURKIN
THO ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY WERF RFLFEASFED TODAY

TO NEWS MFEDIA IN WASHINGTON. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBRER ONF SHOuLD

BEAR CAPTION **JAMFS FARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKFEN NINETEEN

 SIXTY=SFVEN IN MFXICO)«"™ THIS IS THF PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN RPARK

LASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER TWO SHOULP BFAR
CAPTION " JAMFS FARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH‘ TAKFN LATE JANUAR‘Y OR

FARLY FF.BRUARY N!NETERN SIXTY=-FIGHT IN CALIFORNIA)." THIS IS
WAD SHOT OF RAY IN B\USINF’.SS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKFN CLEFT IN
CHIN. YOU ARE AUTHORIZFD TN REPRODUCF COPIES OF THESE TWO
H‘IOTHGR‘APHS LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INS.URF THEY RECEIVE Qlﬂﬂ-
SPREAD DISTRIRQTION THROUGH ALL MFDIA CON‘!"ACTS. FIVF. COPIES OF
FACH OF THESE PHbTOGRAPHS PREVIOU—SLY FURNISHED ALL OFF ICES. |

LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISFD.

FND
DJK SE” CHED INDEXED ——
SERWJZWEFILED -
FR1 SPRNGFLD . MAYT -1968 '
" FBI— SPRINGFIELD -

. . e . .l "‘;1-. e
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Roufing Slip
0-7 (Rev.8-25-67)

TO: SAC,

[ Albany
Albuquerque
Anchorage
Atlanta
Baltimore
Birmingham
Boston
Buffalo
Butte
Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbia
Dallas
Denver
Detroit

El Paso
Honolulu

O00000000000000000

o
m

(Copies to Offices Checked)

Houston
Indianapolis
Jackson
Jacksonville
Kaonsas City
Knoxville
Las Vegas
Little Rock
Los Angeles
Louisville
Memphis
Miami
Milwaukee
Minneapolis
Mobile
Newark

New Haven

UO000000000000000

] Norfolk

) Oklahoma City
] Omaha

] Philadelphia
(T] Phoenix

1 Pittsburgh
Portland
Richmond

{T] sacramento
T3 st. Louis

] Salt Lake City
[C] San Antonio
[T} San Diego

] San Francisco
[ San Juan

—_1 Savannah

{C1 Seattle

("1 Springfield

()]

0d

Date 5/3/68

[} Tampa

[C) washington Field

[] Quantico

TO LEGAT:

Bern

0
[C) Bonn
0

Buenos Aires

[C] Santo Domingo
3 Tokyo

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as - FUGITIVE

Identification Order 4182; Wanted Flyer 4kh2A

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; INTERSTATE

FLIGHT - ROBBERY

[ For information

Retention
[ optional

For appropriate

[J action

[] Surep, by

[CJ The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, {_ ] conceal
all sources, | paraphrase contents.

[J Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA

dated

Remarks:

Enclosed are five smooth finished copies of the

photograph of James Earl Ray.

The Memphis

Division is the office of origin in this investi-
Memphis Office file number is 44-1987.

gation.

Enc

Urfile

. 5 .
Bufile 44—38861

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- FBI N

Date: 5/7/68

X

Transmit the following in —

(Type in plain text or code)

Vig . AIRTEL ATRMAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)}
o e e e e o o o o o o o o o e e e e o | -

»e

TO SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

FROM i SAC, New Orleans (157-10673)(P)

susEcT: mMurkIn._ Y43 e!
(002 Memphis)

N Rerdp SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER dated 4/29/68 at New
Orleans.

Memphis and Atlanta can refer to pages 19 through
24 of rerep, which sets forth a list of all guests who were re-
gistered at the Provincial Motel, 1024 Chartres Street, New
Orleans, La., between 12/17 and 19/67

~ Memphis

- Atlanta (44-2386)
~ Baltimore

- Buffalo

- Chicago

- Cincinnati

= Detroit

- Houston
--Jacksonville

- Miami

- Minneapolis

-~ Mobile

- New York -

- Oklahoma Clty

- Pittsburgh L R
- San Diego - = .. ,

Springfield o 4794'576@/"173157
~'New Orleans ) a SEARGHED
SMC-epk - : : SERIALIZED

(41) | AY 101968

7 .
nﬁsgpauahabausbebabapohab=@30an:u»ba
1

Approved: _ L LhERa Y e Sent Per

Special’Agent in Charge .. '
° (gste @ W
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NO 157~10673

not furnished rgrep and so the follewlng background information
orth to assist these Officea 1m cenducting ‘the

Other Offices receiving copies of this airtel were /
estigationi

is being set

f Los Angeles. STEIN had formerly bheen a re

8 and the alleged purpose of this trip was for STEIN
up two children of his sister's whe were residing in
New Qfleans and return them to California. According to STEIN,
they/arrived in New Orleans on 12/17/67 and left New Orleans on
12/19/67. STEIN stayed with relatives and investigation has
determined that subject registered at the Prévinocial Motel,
1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, on 12/17/87 as ERI® 8. GALT ,
and was assigned room 126. The registration card indicated
'GALT's automobile to be a Mustang bhearing Alabams license
1-38993 and his address asz 2608 Highland Avenue, Blrmingham,
Ala. The subject, as GALT, stayed at the motel until 12/19/67
when he checked out. _ :

Interviews of motel employees in regards to the
subject have been negative in that they cannot recall him.

There is set forth under a caption .fer each Office
the identity or identities of persons staying at the Provinecial
Motel from 12/17 through 19/67. The identities of these persona
were obtained from the motel mgistration cards as well as other
information which is set forth umder the name. The date
listed under each name is the date the individual or indiwiduals
stayed at the motel. Each Office should lecate and interview

( these individuals for any knowledge or cenmtact they may have

had with the subject. Various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, ‘
which have been furnished te all Offices, shewmld be displayed
to these individuals to ascertain if they recall RAY.

In order to gsmi#t Memphis, the Office of Origin.in
.this matter, each Office should set forth the results of this
investigation in report form with copies of the reports desig-
nated for the Bureau and Memphis. o :

2
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NO 157-10673

In the preparatlon of these - reponts, it is suggested
that an appropriate predication for this part of the investi~
gation be utilized in the details prior to reperting the results
of contacts with these individuals.-
ing information might be used for this predicatien-.

Information was Received from the New ereans
Office of the FBI that (1nsert -name and address
of person) had registered on .(insert date) at
the Provincial Motel, 1024 Ghartres Street,

New Orleans, Louisiana.

0f course, if ‘any pertxnent informatien is developed:

As an example, the follow-

as a result of these contacts, this infermation should be brought

to the attention of the Bureau and Memphis by the most expidi-

tious means.

tions are
within 24

ATLANTA

Each Office is remimded that previgus Bureau instruc-
that leads in captiened matter sheuld be covered

hours.

RAY EASTERWOOD

139 Briar Lane, Atlanta, Ga;:'f

Room 219
One in Party
12/18/67

E. D. ELLIOTT

1610 Southland Gircle, N, w., -

Atlanta, Ga.
Room 202

One in party
12/19/67

N. R. HINEC S
1610 Southland Avenue’
Atlanta, Georgla
One in party
12/19/67

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 141 76
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NO 157-10673

BALTIMORE

BUFFALO

23

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. MATTHEWS, JR.

2126 Mobry Road, ,Northeaﬁ@yg

Atlanta, Ga. At on

Car - Pontiac, Georg;a ilqe95902§ll§§6
Room 214

Two in party

12/19/67

Mr. and Mrs. Waldorf Plitcher ..

10820 Georgia Avenue’ e ﬂk 1449
Wheaton, Maryland

Car - Chevrolet, Maryland 11cense AE 2099
Room 225 ,

Two in party

12/18/67

100

Mr. and Mrs. GUTTEN J. OARLSON
200 Collinworth Drive~ = | - .
Rochester, New York
Room 222
Two in party . rlwnmn
12/17/67 e

/

Mr. and Mrs. VINTON P OSTRANCHERs . Lp 5907
126 Meadow Lane
Buffalo, New York
Car -~ Cadillac, New York 1icense TP 3035
Room 207
Two in party
12/19/67
Notoa, IR
e, Texas,

GV o

4
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CHICAGO

Mr. and Mrs. WENDELL H. WAYNE

P. 0. Box 975, Evanston, Ill.

Car = Pontiac, Illinois license 85299
Room 215

12/18/67

EMIL F. MEIER

2514 Pioneer Road

Evanston, Ill.

Car - Buick, Illinois license BX 1449
Room 211

Two in party

12/19/67

CINCINNATI

GERSON POLASKY
123 North McNichen

Cincinnati, Ohio
12/18/67

DETROIT

Mr. and Mrs. W. G. PINKER

2261 Rolling Green Road

Saginaw, Michigan

Car = Oldsmobile = Michigan license LP 5907
Room 118

Two in party

12/18/67 ~ 12/23/67

HOUSTON

Mr. and Mrs. N. M. JONES, JR.
213 Hutcheson, Houston, Texas
License = Texas MYN 249

Room 106

Two in party

12/19/67

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JACKSONVILLE

MIAMI

G. L. POSTLETHWAIT

General Delivery, Daytona Beach, Fla.
Car - Dodge, California license VF 451
Room 214

Two in party

12/18/67

W. H. RUNGLER (?) ,
2899 Columns Avenue, Miami, Fla.

Car - Cadillac, Florida license 1WW11380

12/18/67

MINNEAPOLIS

Mr. and Mrs. E. S. KNUTH
514 Ebony, Duluth, Minn.
Room 112 '

Two in party

12/17/67

Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILL
301 Woodland Avenue
Mobile, Alabama

Room 117

Two in party

12/17/67

Lt. Col. WILLIAM P. FISHER

610 A Seventh Street

Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama

Car - Pontiac, Alabama license 3-2541
Room 108

Two in party

12/19/67

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NEW_YORK

Dr. and Mrs. DAVID L. ROSNER

87 Soundview Drive

Port Jefferson, New York

Car = Oldsmobile - New York license
Room 101

Two in party

12/18/67

OKLAHOMA CITY

Mr. and Mrs. MIKE EPPLES
1231 South Owasso

Tulsa, Oklahoma

License - Oklahoma D8762
Room 231

Two in party

12/18/67

PITTSBURGH

GORDON WELLMAN

132 Forest Court
Irwin, Pennsylvania
Room 110

12/19/67

AUSTIN L. CONWAY

328 Highland Pines Drive
Pittsburgh 37, Pennsylvania
Room 102

One in party

12/19/67

SAN DIEGO
STEVE FULLER
4077 Hamilton Street, San Diego, Calif.

Car - Volkswagen, California license VOD 912
Room 109, two in party, 12/18/67
7 :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SPRINGFIELD

ROBERT A.

Three In party
12/17/67

NEW_ORLEANS

JOE PARISH

Belle Chasse, Louisiana
Room 108

12/18/68

A. A. CASBARIAN

716 Governor Nichols

New Orleans, Louisiana

Car - Jaguar, Louisiana license 29B986
Room 205

Two in party

12/19/67.

D _AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI

Date: 5/7/68

Transmit the following in i

” (Type in plain text or code)

‘_—J————_——_———_—_\

Via __ AIRTEL ATRMATL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO - : SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
FROM ¢ SAC, New Orleans (157-10673)(P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

(00: Memphis)

Rerep SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER dated 4/29/68 at New
Orleans.

Memphis and Atlanta can refer to pages 19 through -
24 of rerep, which sets forth a list of all guests who were re-
gistered at the Provinmcial Motel, 1024 Chartres Street, Mew
Orleans, La., between 12/17 and 19/67

- Memphis _
- Atlanta (44-2386)
- Baltimere

- Buffalo

- Chicago

- Cincinnati

+ Detroit -

- Houston

- Jacksonville

- Miami

- Minneapolis

- Mobile

- New York
Oklahoma City

/

i

-

- Pittsburgh

‘New Orleans

San DPiego

SEARGHED
Springfield

SERIALIZED,

SMC:epk
(41)

MAIOH%

Approved:

£ L benus,

SpecialsAgent in Charge

D
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NO 157-10673

Other Offices receiving copias of this airtal'wnre :

not furnished rerep and so the follewing background infermﬁtianA'

is being set forth to assist these Offices im cenducting the
requested investigation:

Investigation has determimed that the subject, using
the name of ERIC GALT, left Los Angeles, Calif., om 12/15/67,
driving his Mustang automeobile, in the company of CHARLES J.
STEIN, of Los Angeles. STEIN had formerly been a resident of
New Orleans and the alleged purpese of this trip was for STEIN
to pick up two children of his aister's whe were residing in
New Orleans and return them to Califermia. Acsording to STEIN,
they arrived in New Orleans on 12/17/67 and left New Orleans on
12/19/67. STEIN stayed with relatives and investigation has
determined that subject registered at the Préivincial Motel,
1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, on 12/17/67‘ll ERI@ 8. GALT
and was assigned room 126. The registratien card indicated
GALT's automobile to be a Mustang bearing Alabama license
1-38993 and his address as 2608 Highland Avenue, Birminghanm,
Ala. The subject, as GALT, stayed at the motel until 12/19/67
when he checked out. B

Interviews of motel employees in regards to the
subject have been negative in that they canxot recall him.

There 1s set forth under a caption fer ‘each 0ffice
the identity or identities of persons stgyinf at the Previncial
Motel from 12/17 through 19/67. The identitlies of these persons
were obtained from the motel mgistratiom cards as well as other
information which is set forth under the name. The date
listed under each name is the date the imdividual er indiwiduals
stayed at the motel. Each O0ffice should locate and interview
these individuals for any knowledge or contact they may hawe
had with the subject. Various phetographs of JAMES EARL RAY,
which have been furnished to all Offices, should be displayed
to these individuals to ascertain if they recall RAY.

In order to gsmist Memphis, the 0ffice of Origin in
.this matter, each Office should set forth the results of this
investigation in report form with copies of the reports desig-
nated for the Bureau and Memphis. ’

2
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NO 157-10673

In the preparation of these reports, it is suggested
that an appropriate predication for this part of the investi-.
gation be utilized in the details prior to reperting the results
of contacts with these individualsy As an example,.the, follow—
ing information might be used for this predleatl@n--

Information was Received from the New Orleans
Office of the FBI that (insert name and address
of person) had registered on .(insert date) at
the Provincial Motel, 1024 Ghartres Street,
New Orleans, Lou151ana..

0f course, if any pertiment infermatien 1s developed:
as a result of these contacts, this information should be brought
to the attention of the Bureau and Memphlg by the most expidi—
tious means. S

Each Office is reminded that previﬂus ‘Bureau instruc-
tions are that leads in captlaned matter sheuld be covered
within 24 hours. _ . .

ATLANTA

RAY EASTERWOOD T
139 Briar Lane, Atlanta, G&.[*
Room 219 '
One in Party

12/18/67

E. D. ELLIOTT ST S
1610 Southland Gircle, N W., A o v
Atlanta, Ga. T CRRRR
Room 202 - SRR . A
One in party o e '
12/19/67

N. R. HINEC
1610 Southland Avenue
Atlanta, Georgla

One in party
12/19/67

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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BALTIMORE

BUFFALO

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. MATTHEWS, JR.

2126 Mobry Road,,NortheastYNL :
Atlanta, Ga. et on

Car - Pontiac, Georgla ilcenﬁee2§11§§6
Room 214

Two in party

12/19/67

Mr. and Mrs. Waldorf Plitcher .y 6 -
10820 Georgia Avenue "("5"nk 144
Wheaton, Maryland

Car - Chevrolet, Maryland 1icense AE 2099
Room 225

Two in party

12/18/67

Mr. and Mrs. CUTTEN J. GARLSON
200 Collinworth Drive~ ‘
Rochester, New York
Room 222 :
Two in party PR
12/17/67 P

7~

Mr. and Mrs. VINTON P., GSTWG@BqP Lp SO07

126 Meadow Lane
Buffalo, New York
Car - Cadlllac, New York license TP 3035
Room 207
Two in party
12/19/67
S P
o, Texas

4
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CHICAGO

Mr. and Mrs. WENDELL H. WAYNE

P. 0. Box 975, Evansteon, Ill.

Car - Pontlac, IllanlS license 85299 :
Room 215 »
12/18/67

EMIL F. MEIER

2514 Pioneer Road

Evanston, Ill.

Car - Buick, Illinois license BX 1449
Room 211

Two in party

12/19/67

CINCINNATI

GERSON POLASKY
123 North McNichen

Cincinnati, Ohio
12/18/67

DETROIT

Mr. and Mrs. W. G. PINKER

2261 Rolling Green Road

Saginaw, Michigan

Car - 0ldsmobile ~ Michigan license LP 5907
Room 118

Two in party

12/18/67 ~ 12/23/67

HOUSTON

Mr. and Mrs. N. M. JONES, JR.
213 Hutcheson, Houston, Texas
License = Texas MYN 249

Room 106

Two in party

12/19/67

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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JACKSONVILLE

G. L. POSTLETHWAIT

General Delivery, Daytona Beach, Fla.
Car - Dodge, California license VF 451
Room 214

Two in party

12/18/67

W. H. RUNGLER (?)

2899 Columns Avenue, Miami, Fla.

Car - Cadillac, Florida license 1WW11380
12/18/67 - - '

MINNEAPOLIS

Mr. and Mrs. E. S. KNUTH
514 Ebony, Duluth, Minn.
Room 112

Two in party

12/17/67

MOBILE

Mrs. HENRY J. SHERRILL
301 Woodland Avenue
Mobile, Alabama

Room 117

Two in party

12/17/67

Lt. Col. WILLIAM P. FISHER

610 A Seventh Street

Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama ‘ A
Car - Pontiac, Alabama license 3-2541
Room 108

Two in party

12/19/67

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NEW _YORK

Dr. and Mrs. DAVID L. ROSNER

87 Soundview Drive

Port Jefferson, New York

Car = QOldsmobile - New York license
Room 101

Two in party

12/18/67

OKLAHOMA CITY

Mr. and Mrs. MIKE EPPLES
1231 South Owasso

Tulsa, Oklahoma

License -~ Oklahoma D8762
Room 231 :

Two in party

12/18/67

PITTSBURGH

GORDON WELLMAN

132 Forest Court
Irwin, Pennsylvania
Room 110

12/19/67

AUSTIN L. CONWAY

328 Highland Pines Drive
Pittsburgh 37, Pennsylvania
Room 102

One in party

12/19/67

SAN DIEGO

STEVE FULLER
4077 Hamilton Street, San Diego, Calif.
Car = Volkswagen, Califormia license VOD 912
Room 109, two in party, 12/18/67
7 .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NO 157-10673

SPRINGFIELD

ROBERT A. CONEY, Judge

311 Fayette Street

Peoria, Illinois

Car - Buick, Illinois license 3281
Room 212

Three in party

12/17/67

NEW ORLEANS

JOE PARISH

Belle Chasse, Louisiana
Room 108

12/18/68

A. A. CASBARIAN
716 Governor Nichols
New Orleans, Louisiana

Car - Jaguar, Louisiana license 29B986
Room 205

Two in party

12/19/67.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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!l' » ERNMENT .

Memorandum

To  :  SAC SPRINGFIELD

(WL-561)

FROM ": ' SA GEORGE E, FISHER

SUBJECT:  MURKIN
' CR
00: MEMPHIS

DATE: 4/26/68

‘Re Albany alrtel to Bureau ‘dated 4/11/68 and

fMemphls alrtel to

Albany: dated u/19/68

On 4/16/68 SHIRLEY D. DUNAWAY Superv1sor,

...serial number 33844,

in October, 1966,

Blehlb Cleaners, Sherldan Road, Peoria, Illlnols, adv1sed :
that Biehl had purchased a thermo-seal machine in May, 1966,
and that this machine was.last used .

- Mrs. 'DUNAWAY -advised that the letters:
> and numbers of 02B-6 did not mean énything to her and that
. h_iﬁthelr method of applylng the numbers~was one of follow1ng
'FV\,Q'ln sequence and no partlcular code. '

. Samples were thken,fram this machlne and it was .
. ‘noted that the first three digits were smaller than the.
last two. It was further determlned that ‘individual laundry

items’ were not generally stamped.

.. checked ' for +this period of May through October; 1966 on dry
.+«cleaning items which were the only receipts whlch were Te-
',talned w1thout developlng any ififormation. =~ :

Sales receipt ‘tickets were

: The name of JAMES EARL RAY, as well as all’ known
; 'allases were checked without developlng any pertlnent lnfor—
_ mation. 1t was noted that RAY escaped from the Missouri.
State. Penltentlary on ‘April 23, 1967.and: this machlne has

lnot been used 51nce October 1966

, 72 - Sprlngfleld
. GEF/gef
@

(bs-561)

 ?1.' lquILS.&uwﬁyl%md&RgﬁdhﬂyohiﬁePumeSbwhgpP%ﬁf‘
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TO

FROM

- SUBJECT:

in sequenee ‘and no aarticuiar code.

- . ~ - -~ - - N —— . . ——— e ———
ta .8 S weey ,.‘_1“\_.'@_.,“ o el . ST . R e . o <777 .
- Ty " . .

o!‘nc;n'w..: FORMNO. 10° ~ . - ﬁ sotostoron . o -
MAY 1962 EDITION : . :
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 \ o . . : ‘
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SAC spRINGFiELD  (4b=561) DATE: L/26/68
SA GEORGE E. FISHER

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS

. Re Alhany airtel to Bureau dated 4/11/68 and .fﬂ

v_Memphia airtel to Albany datzed h/19/68.

On 4/16/68, SHIRLEY D. DUNAWKY Supervisor,

- Biehlk. dleaﬂers, Sheridan Road, Peoria, Illinois ~advisged .

that Biehl had purchased a t‘hemamseal machine in May, 1966
serial number 33844, and that this machine was last used -

in October, 1966, Mrsg DUNAWAY: advised that the letters

and numbers of 02&.6 did not mean anything to her and-that.
their method of applying the numbers was ‘one of following

Sampleg wm'e thken fr‘cm th:l.s maehine and it was

-'"'nated that the first three digits were smaller than the

lagt two., - It was further determined that imdividual laxmdi;y

iltems were not gemerally stamped. Sales receipt ticketa wgre.f

" checked for this peried . of May through October, 1966 ondry

cleaning items whle:h were the only" rweipta wﬁ,wh were we-

| ’tn:.neﬂ without develaping any :mfem-i‘biﬁﬂ,_a‘ s

“The name nf JAME‘B EARL RAYf as well as all known,

) aliases,were checked without deweloping any pertinent infcr»- S
© matien. It was noted ‘that RAY escaped from the Missourdi - . '

2 --Sprlugf:l_elé tzm.ssn
.GEF/gef T

State Penitentlsz'y on April 23, 1967 and i:h:f_a maehme haa o
not’ bem yeed sim Oétcber, 1966 R

SERIALZENZLZ
MAY 101968

FBl——SPR\NGFlE

(23
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