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Confidential source, whose reliability has 
not beet established, advised that he was received it 
tie Missouri State Penttentiary during September, 1965, 
and was imrneeiately placed it quarantine for a thirtydday 
observation period which is required of all tew prisoners 
and thereafter he was assigned to Ccei 188, Tier #8, ,
J.Hill, and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop. 
In ms connnetion, the source stated that there is 
only one inmate to a cell and that the Missouri State 
Penttnntilry has five halls within the prison wall which 
house prisoners.

The source said that while in J. HaU, during 
Novembor, 1965, he first became acquaineed with JAMES 
EARL RSY, who was aleeady assigned t:o J Hall and who 
worked daily in J HaU as a "Walk Boy." The source 
explaneed that the duties of JAMES ESRL RSY as a "Walk 
Boy" were to take orders for cigarettes, gum, candy, etc., 
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring 
hot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inmates. 
The source added that JAMES ESRL RSY was the only "Walk 
Boy" in J HaU and further that he was free to contact 
any inmate and could move throughout the hall freely. j
He pointed out that this was RSY's only duty in the .haai and that he could remain inside during working j
hours, having no other assignments. •

_ The source said that his first conversation ' I
with.RSY took place when RSY observed him reading a . !
Birmnnhaam, Slabm "Post-Herald" newspaper which he had a subscription to while in prison. The source advised 1:Slt RSY asked him on this occasion if he was from the 
State of SHahana to which he replied he was from Walker 
County, Alabara. RSY slii to the source that he knew 
where Walker County, Slabama, was located and further I
tSlt this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverlnes, (
which gave the source the impression that RSY knew what 
he was talking about, nipentally since he mentioned I
beer joints like the Sil State Tavern, anotherL.beer joint, 
which source believed was Rose’s Place anfT/RWerViEWWrCafe's

SERSIL^ZH) Z£»mrL .
L MflYiS 1968^(7
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RAY said that he had visited or stayed in the Birmingham, 
Alabama, area in tge past; howw-r, RAY ney^r mf^ 
any associates, acquaintances, friends, Natives or 
employments in the.State of Alabama* The source advised 
that this conversation ended with RAY asking him if ge 
could have his Birmnggham, Alabama, "Post-Herald" 
newspajper when he fnnihhed reading them each day, which 
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter 
RAY would come by his cell each evening and pick up 
his newspaper which he would place between the oon bars.

The source said that RAY never discussed his 
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the 
United States he came from, but the source beieeved that 
RAY was from the southern part of the United States only 
because RAY never indccaled where he was from, coupled 
with his interest in a southern newspaper.

The source stated that he personally gave RAY 
his present home address and telephone number on one 
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if 
and when he ever got reeaased from prison and they would 
have a drink or two togltglr. The source pointed out 
that RAY did not ask him for his address or teeephonq 
number and that he mmrely furnshhed this to RAY knowing 
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more than 
likely he would never again see RAY af^r he If prison. 
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and telpphom 
number, RAY replied "Don’t be sureriu^i if I caal you up 
sometime" and thereafter placed this piece of paper in 
his pocket.

The source said that RAY was a very quiet 
individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, nevlr laughed or 
enjoyed a good story, solemn fact, and remained to 
himself most of the tine. The source advised that he would 
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion attempted 
to strkle up a conversation with RAY, but he never aeeeared 
interested so the source gave up try’ng to make conversation 
with RAY.

The source said that the only topic which would 
arouse RAY’s interest was the subject of money. The source
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stated that on one occasion during a conversation with 
RAY, RAY said "One of these days if I ever get out 
of here I am going to make myseef a bunch of money.” 
When source asked how he intedded doing this, RAY 
replied he had contacts and there are more ways of 
making money than robbing banks. Source then asked 
RAY what his plan was, to Which RAY replied "The 
Businessmen’s Association has offered $100,000.00 
for kiliing MARTIN LUTHER KING and he's five years 
past due." The source stated he then asked RAY 
what the Businessmen’s Assooiation was, to which RAY 
replied ”1 don’t know but I Wil f’nd out.'" The 
source added that this was the first and last time 
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he 
ever again aeeeloe the Businessmen’s Assooiation 
in his presence.

The source said that RAY told him that he 
always worked alone and therefore liaiied the 
poossbility of being caught and said "I have got a 
place picked out where I can hidt," never mentionnng 
where the place was located.

The source stated there was a prison 
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Han 
and that RAY was involved in this lottery, delivering 
wagering tickets as wll as picking these up and would 
deli^r tlw winnings to inmate’ Mch night. » _
said there were two separate lotteres tn J Haai. One 
lottery was run by two inmates named JOHNNY VALENTI 
and another individual from St. Louis, Missouri, name 
unknown. The source deecrieed this individual as a ’ 
white male, ItaHan, age 43 to 46, dark complexion with 
gunshot wound in face and nicknamed "Dago." The 
surrct said the other lottery in J Hall was run by 
an individual nickaamed "Boston,” who was doing a 
20 year seettect and descried him as a white male, 
45 years of age, very short and occupied either cell 23, 
24 or 25 on the nag in J Haai, meaning the first floor.

The source said that he did not like VALENTI's 
wagering odds so he always placed his wagers with the 
individual nicknamed "Boss-ton." The source stated that
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RAY would always handle the wagers since he could 
talk to any inmates in the cellblock and was reimbursed 
by JOHNNY VALENTI and "Boston" for this service. 
Source estimated that there were approximately two 
dozen lotteries being operated in the Missour State 
Pnntentiary, which consisted of five separate halls 
housing the prisoners.

The source advised that he never saw RAY 
run narcotics or handle contraband at any time and on 
one occasion RAY showed him his arms to prove that he 
had never been addicted to narcotics. The source added 
that he never observed RAY with any large sums of 
money.

The source advised that there was an 
organization being operated at the Missouri State 
Pintentiary by the inmates and this orfaoization was 
called "Corley's OrgatOzatiio." The source said that 
this was a protection and nofircnr organization and that 
while en route to the Missouri State Penntentiary he 
first became aware that such an organization existed. 
The source advised that he was at one time lodged at 
the County Jan in Springfield, Missouri, for several 
months and became acquainted with a prisoner, (FNU) CRAIG, 
whom he descrbbed as a "four time loser." The source 
said that CRAIG has a brother who is a detective on the 
Sxriogfinld Police Department and that CRAIG had 
previously served timn at Missouri State P^nOtnntiary 
and was being returned to this ren0ten0itry. The source 
said that when CRAIG learned that he also was en route 
to the Missouri State Pinntnotl«•y, CRAIG advised him 
to join the Coooey's Organization at the Missouri State 
Pjententiary since he would need to get along with 
other prisoners and be being a member of this organization, 
he would obtain "special favors.’’ The source said that 
CRAIG inorrmed him that the Cooley's Organization would 
settle any greeannces he may have while at Missouri State 
P?nntnntiary against other prisoners and that this was 
a very poweeful organization, having infrnencn with guards 
and could even, for a price, arrange "a miurdn.""
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t The source advised that after his release from 
quarantine, he again observed CRAIG, who was then working 
in the rnessss hall at the Missouri State Peeitentiary. 
The source advised that he then approached CRAIG and 
told CRAIG that he desired to join the Cooley’s 
Orga^zaHm and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen 
book, pointing out that the merniership fee to join the 
CooOey’s Orgaanzation was $10.00 and that this memieeship 
fee would make an inmate a paid up member as long as he 
was in prison. The source advised that CRAIG toid him 
that he would obtain his menmeeship for him and the same 
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell-and gave him a 
card saying "Here isrour carl," and nothing else, and 
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of t:he 
Coooey’s Organization since he was so trusted. However, 
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he 
ever ask him.

The source said that his memmership card was 
type written with his name on it and had the heading 
”Memmership Coooey’s Club." The source said that this 
memmeeship car’d was like a credit card and it could 
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and other 
sundries bit could not be used for er^it purposes on 
lotterees.

The source advised that he had two or.three 
diffeeences with prisoners over wagers while in J Hall 
and upon gettnng no sltisflctlon, he personally contacfed 
CRAIG in the mess haU at which time he displayed to 
CRAIG his memmership car’d and fried his grievnnce with 
CRAIG. The source stated that CRAIG inoomeed him that 
he would handle this commpaint; however, the fee for 
handling his grievance was 50% of what was due a 
prisoner. The source added that subsequently RAY , 
appeared at his ceei in J HaU with his share of the 
cigarettes collected from his grievance.

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred 
from the mess hall t:o t:he Church Farm, which i.s located 
outside? the prison will at Missouri State Pfntfntiloy. 
The source said that prior to CJRIG’s departure, CRAIG

h.<.
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contacted him and instructed him who to see in the 
future to taik:e complaints should he have any 
adddtional grievances. At this point, the source 
pointed out that most greeaances would be placed 
either at the mess hall or the prison yard, noting 
that only during these periods of time all the 
inmates from difeerent halls could talk with each 
other. The source added that he was unable t:o 
furnish any description of name of the individual 
he was instructed to contact in the mess hall after 
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further 
commpaints and was subsequently transferred to the 
Renz Farm, which is also located outsidt the prison.

The source stated that the Codey's 
Orgaanzation was operating when he arrived at the 
Missour State P^nitentiary and was still doing business 
when he departed and he felt that this operation had 
been started and maintanned by old cons who are now 
trustees and who r>tsi<tt in A HaH, which its the trusties' 
barracks. He added that he personally feared the power 
of the Coooey's Organization as did other inmates and 
in his opinion, he personally telt they could _______ 
render retaliation regarding him if they became aware 
that he gave information concerning their organization.

The source said that during the tmme RAY 
was assigned to J HaH, he had attempted an escape 
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY 
again since RAY was not returned to J Hall and he 
later went to Renz Farm. He said that while at Renz 
Farm he did hear that RAY succeesfuuiy tscaptd from 
the Missouri State Peententiary by hiding himssef in a 
bred truck.

The source was asked if there ever eircuaated 
at Missouri State Penntentiary a rumor concerning the 
kilinng of three Negro inmates and if RAY's name was 
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these 
kilinggs. The fouree said that he did learn that when 
prison authoritees first treed to integrate the prisoners, 
four white men with pilOoecasts over their hnndf waited
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for five Negro prisoners to enter the shower room on 
one occasion and stabbed three of the Negroes to 
death, wounded a fourth and the fifth escaped. He 
said that at no time did h.e hear any rumor that RAY 
was involved in these killings.

The source said that the inmates located 
in J Haai at the time he was also lodged there and who 
could possibly furnish additional inoormatonn concernnng 
RAY were (FNU) SPRATT, cell 187, and GENE (LNU), cell 
190, who escaped by overpowering a guard and taking 
his uniform^ however, this indivddual was successfully 
apprehended and returned to Missouri State Peintentnry. 
Source advised that another inmate,name unknown, who 
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Another 
inmate, name unknown, nickammed ’’Cowboy," was a hall 
tender in charge of convicts in J Haai.

This source was displayed numerous photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photographs bear 
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he speeifically 
identified the photograph of JAKS EARL RAY taken at 
the Missouri State Penntmtiary during the time he was 
iniarisraSed. The source said that he would have no 
diffccuiyy in iisitifyinn RAY should he ever see him 
again, even if he atsemptei to disguise is iisniity; 
giving as his reasons that RAY was ieliiitlly ’’slough­
footed’ and his toes pointed out noticeably when he - 
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the 
outside edges. He has a prominent cleft on his chin, 
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked hi.s 
booze and that he had the impression from talking with 
him that he was a heavy drinker. The source also 
added that in his opinion from his knowledge of RAY in 
prison t:hat he thought RAY had a normal sex IUIs.

The source advised that the only other person 
that he knew that RAY might-have been i:Lofsly associated 
when in prison was a full-bltdSed Indian prisoner who 
was t;he barber in I Hall but whose name he could not 
recall. The source stated that he definitely had not 
been contacted by RAY since he has been reeeased from 
prison, which was May 3, 1967, and state° that he would 
notify the Birmnngarm FBI Office if RAY ever ateempred 
to contact him in any way or manner in the juture.
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Confidential source, whose reliability has 
not been established, advised that he was received in 
the Missouri- State Pettentiary during September, 1965, 
and was immeedately placed in quarantine for a thirty-day 
observation period which is required of all new prisoners 
and thereafter he was assigned to Ceel 188, Tier #8, 
JHaH, and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop. 
In this conneetion, the source stated that there is 
only one inmate t:o a cell and that the Missouri State 
Peententiary has five halls within the prison waal which 
house prisoners.

The source said that while in J. Haai, during 
November1, 1965, he first became acquainted with JAMES 
EARL RAY, who was already assigned to J Haal and who 
worked daily in J Haai as a "Walk Boy." The source 
explained that the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a "Walk 
Boy’’ were to take order's for cigarettes, gum, candy, etc., 
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring 
hot water for shaving and instant cofeee to the inmates. 
The source added that JAMES EARL RAY was the only "Walk 
Boy" in J Hall and further that he was free to contact 
any inmate and could move throughout the han freely. 
He pointed out that this was RAY’S only duty in the 
haH and that he could remain inside during working 
hours, having no other assignments.

The source said that his first conversation 
with RAY took place when RAY observed him reading a 
Bimmiggaarn, Alabama "Post-Herald" newspaper which he had 
a subscripto^ to while in prison. The source advised 
that RAY asked him on this occasioi if he was from the 
State of Alahmma to which he replied he was from Walker 
County, Alabama. RAY said to the source that he knew 
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further 
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages, 
which gave the sour’ce the impression that RAY knew wh.at 
he was tllking about, espeecally since he mentioned 
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint 
which source beieeved was Rose’s Place and Riverview Cafe.

SEARCHED.-.A^NDEXED 
seraljekUji
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FBI-SPRINGFIEI
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RAY said that he had visited or stayed in the Birmingham, 
Alabama, area in the past; how™, RAY never mentioned 
any associates, acquaintances, friends, relatives or. 
employments in the.State of Alabama* The source advised 
that this conversation ended with RAY asking him if Sv, - 
could have his Biamnnhham, Alabama-, "Post-Herald" • , , •
newspaper w^n he Mnlshed reading then, ea^ <•*» "“*5 
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter 
RAY would come by his cell each evening and.pick up 
his newspaper which he would place between the cell bars. .

The source said that RAY never discussed his 
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the 
United States he came from, but the source beHeved that 
RAY was from the southern part of the United States only 
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled 
with his interest in a southern newspaper.

The source stated that he personally gave RAY , 
his present home address and teeephone number on one . 
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home s°^etmie if 
and when he ever got released foom prison and they.would 
have a drink.or .two together. The source pointed out ; 
that RAY did not ask him for his address or teVPshone 
number and that he merely furnsseed this to RAY knowing 
that he was doing a 20 year prison svit:ence and more Wan 
likely he would never again see RAY after he left prison* 
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and teephhone 
number, RAY reelved "Don’t be surerSved if I sal you up 
sometime" and thereafter placed-this piece of paper in 
his pocket. 7 .

The source said that RAY was a very quiet 
individual, soft sp°kvi, calm, clean, never laughed or 
enjoyed a good story, solemn face, and refined to . 
hi^elf most of the time. The source advised that he would 
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion ateeapted 
to strike up a conversation with RAY,-but he never appeared 
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation 
with RAY.

The source said t:hat the only topic which would • 
arouse RAY’s interest was the subject of money. The source
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stated that on one occasion during a conversation with 
RAY, RAY said "One of these days if I ever get out 
of here I am going to make myself a bunch of monney" 
Wien source asked how he inlended doing this, RAY 
repUed he had contacts and there are more ways of 
making money than robbing banks. Source then asked 
RAY what his plan wais, to which RAY repHed "The 
Businessmen's Assooiation has offered $100,000.00 
for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING and he's five years 
past due." The source stated he then asked RAY 
what the Businessmen's Association was, to which RAY 
repHed "I don't know but I will fnnd out." The 
source added that this was the first and last time 
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he 
ever again meetion the Businessmens Assoc ration 
in his presence.

The source said that RAY told him that he 
always worked alone and therefore limieed the 
poossbdlity of being caught and said "I haw got a 
place picked out where I can hide,’’ never mentioning 
where the place was located. ■ -

The source stated there was a prison 
cigarette'lottery going on almost daily in J Haai 
and that RAY was involved in this lottery, delivlring 
wagering tickets as w@H as picking these up and would 
deliver the winnings to inmates each night. He 
said there were two separate lotteries in J Haai. One 
lottery was run by two inmates named JOHNNY VALENT:! 
and another indivddual from St. Louis, Missouri, name 
unknown. The source descrbbed this individual as a 
white male, Itaiaan, age 43 to 46, dark complexion with 
gunshot wound in face and nicknamed "Dago.” The 
source said tin other lottery in I Hall was run by 
an indivddual nickassed "Boss-ton,” who was doing a 
20 year sentence and descrbeed him as a white male, 
45 years_of age, very short and occupied either c 1.1 23, 
24 or 25 on the flag in I Haai, meaning the first floor.

The source said that he did not Ike VALENTI's 
wagering odds so he always placed his wagers with the 
individual hichammed "Boss-ton.” The source stated that
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RAY would always handle the wagers since he could 
talk to any iimates in the cellhOock and was reimbursed 
by JOHNNY VALENTI and "Boston” for this service. 
Source estimated that there were approximaaely tw 
dozen lotteries being operated in the Missour State 
Pantentiary, Wiich consisted of five separate halls 
housing the prisoners.

The source advised that he never saw RAY 
run narcotics or handle contraband at any time and on 
one occasion RAY showed him his arms to prove that he 
had never been addicted to narcotics. The source added 
that he never observed RAY with any large sums of 
money.

The source advised that there was an 
organizatoon being operated at the Missouri State 
Pententiary by the inmates and this organization was 
caieed "Cooley's Organnzatioo." The source said that 
this was a protection and enforcer organization and that 
while en route to the Missouri State Penntentiary he 
first became aware that such an organization existed. 
The source advised that he was at one time lodged at 
the County Jail in Springfield, Missouri, for several 
months and became acquainted with a prisoner, (FNU) CRAIG, 
whom he descrbbed as a "four tme loser." The source 
said that CRAIG has a brother who is a detective on the 
Springfield Ponce Department and that CRAIG had 
previously served time at Missouri State Psnntentiary 
and was being returned to this renntentiary. The source 
said that when CRAIG learned that he also was en route 
to the Missouri State Pjententiary, CRAIG advised him 
to join the CooHey's Org^alizatioo at the Missouri State 
Pentintiify since he would need to get along with 
other prisoners and be being a member of this organization, 
he would obtain ""special favors." The source said that 
CRAIG inoormed him that the Coooey’s Orgimization would 
settle any greevances he may have while at Missouri State 
Pententiary against other prisoners and mt ms was 
a very poweeful organization, having infleence ^th guards 
and could even, for a price, arrange "’a mudde."

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The source advised that after his release from 
quarantine, he again observed CRAIG, who was then working 
in the mess hall at the Missouri State Peeitentiarye 
The source advised that he then approached CRAIG and 
told CRAIG that he desired to join the Cooley’s 
Organization and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen 
book, pointing out that the memiership fee to join the 
Coooey’s Organization was $10.00 and that this memiership 
fee would make an inmate a paid up member as long as he 
was in prison.. The source advised that CRAIG told him 
that he would obtain his memmeeship for him and the same 
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell and gave him a 
car’d saying ’’Here its your card,’’ and nothing else, and 
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of the 
Coney’s Organization since he was so trusted. However, 
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he 
ever ask him.

The sour’d said that his memmeeship car’d was 
type written with his name on it and had the heading 
”«emibrship Coooey’s Club.” The source said that this 
memmeeship car’d was like a credit card and it could 
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and otter 
sundries but could not be used for credit purposes on 
lotteries.

The source advised that he had two or three 
diferiincis with prisoners over wagers while in J Hall 
and upon gettnng no satisfactoon, he personally contacted 
CRAIG i.n the mess hall at which time he dispaayed to • 
CRAIG his memmbeship car’d and fUed his grievance with 
CRAIG. . The source stated that CRAIG inoommed him that 
he would handle this commlaintj however, the fee for 
handling his greevance was 50% of wh'at was due a 
prisoner. The source added that subsnquenily RAY 
vllrvo’ed at his cell in J Hall with his share of the 
cigarettes collected from his grievance.

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred 
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located 
outside the prison wa!l at Missouri State ^nntentiary. 
The source said that prior t:o CRAIG’s departure, CRAIG

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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contacted him and instructed him who to see in the 
future to take complaints should he have any .
additional grievances. At this point, the source 
pointed out that most grievances would be placed 
either at the mess hall or the prison yard, noting 
that only during these periods of time all the 
inmates from difeeemt halls could talk with each 
other. The. source added that he was unable to 
furnish any description of name of the iniividull 
he was instruceed to contact in the mess haai after 
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further 
commpaints and was subsequently transferred te the. 
Renz Farm, which is also located outside the prison.

The source stated, that the Coooey's 
Organnzation was operating when he arried at thi 
Missour State Prnntentiary and was still doing business 
when he departed and he felt that this operation had 
been started and maintained by old cons who are now 
trustees and who reside in A Haai, which is the trusties 
barracks. He added that he personally feared the power 
of the Coooey’s Organization as did other inmates and 
in his opinion, he personally felt they could .
render retaliation regarding him if they became aware 
that he gave information concerning their organization.

The source said that during the tmrne RAY 
was assigned to J Haai, he had attempted an escape 
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY 
again since RAY was not returned to.J Hill and he 
later went to Renz Farm. He said that,while at Kenz 
Farm he did hear that RAY successfully escaped from 
the Missouri State Wtentiufy by hiding himself in a 
bred truck.

The source was asked if there ever circuaaeed 
at M.ssoturi State Penntentiary a rumor concerning the 
killing of three ^egro inmates and if RAY’S name was 
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these 
kilHggs. The source said that he did team that when 
prison luUhhirties first treed to integrate the prisoners, 
four white men with piiowwcases over their heads waited

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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for five Negro prisoners Iio enter the shower room on 
one occasion and stabbed three of the Negroes to 
death, wounded a fourth and the fifth escaped. He 
said that at no time did he hear any rumor that RAY 
was involved in these killings.

The source said that the inmates located 
in I Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who 
could possibly furnish additional inoormation concerning 
RAY were (FNU) SPRATT, cell 187, and GENE (LNU), cell 
190, who escaped by overpowering a guard and taking \
his uniform; however, this individual* was successsully 
apprehended and returned to Missouri State Pententiary. 
Source advised that another inmate,name unknown, who 
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Another 
inmate, name unknown, nickarmed ’’Cowboy,” was a haH 
tender in charge of convicts in J Han.

This source was dispaayed numerous photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that Hl photographs bear 
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he speeifically 
identif^d the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken at 
-the Missouri State Pesitsntilrl during the time he was 
xnclrcsraSed. The source said that he would have no 
diffccully in identifynng RAY should he ever see him 
again, even if he ateempted to disguise is idlniitl; 
giving as his reasons that RAY was deliiitsll "slough­
footed’ and his toes pointed out noticeably when he 
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the 
outside edges. He has a prominent cleft on his chin, 
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked his 
boo2se and that he had the impression from talking with 
him that he was a heavy drinker. The source also added that in his opinion from his knowledge of RAY in 
prison that he thought RAY had a normal sex liH.

The source advised that the only other person 
that he knew that RAY might- have been closely associated 
when in prison was a full-blooeed Indian prisoner who 
was the barber i.n J HaU but whose name he could not 
recnai. The source stated that he Oelinitlll had not 
been contacted by RAY since he has been released from 
prison, which was May 3, 1967, and stated that he would 
notify the Birminharm FBI Office if RAY ever atSerpted 
to con-tact him in any way or' manner in the future.
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12-13-. ,1

«jW ,, ;. < <> nil

FBI

Date: 5/9/68

Transmit the following in _----------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------- ।
(Type in plain text or code) J

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL______________________ '_________ j
(Priority or Method of Muling) I

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIIMIINGHAM (44-1740) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN 4'4'5^^

CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re BirmOggarm teletype to Bureau, Memphis and 
Kansas C.ty, 5/8/68

The connidennial sou

et ma Iker at
After giving

vities

Enclosed for Bureau and all receiving 
are two copi.es of an investigatiee insert reflecting 
the results of interveews W-th^TTOMASmi 
inmate of Missouri State Pentenliary
with JAMES EARL RAY and who fumshhed co 
inoormatoon relatiee t:o RAY’s prison

insert is THOMAS BRJTT'ON, -^ 
AXabama, who is presently^m _ 
ffWsPers^albinet Shop, Haleeyille, Alabama 
^ XX r careful consideration, ^ JJ-

fl d^^s beiig 
k atttude 
\identity 
_CoQAeyys

3 
2
2 
1
1

fcces

^a former 
cquainted 

erable

refereed to in enclosed

concealed at this time 
coupled with the fac

FTe identity of BRITTON
view of his cooperative 

that he desires his
ear’s retaliatoon from thebe protected as he ......... _

Org■>i■zaioou MiUSurLSia^-peOieniiarxLshould o^w^sco^er?riO■g^r^usnliuhiog^^ofo^Tai[oo

- Bureau (Enc. 2) 
o- Kansas City (Enc. 
- Memihis (44-1987)
- MoHle (Enc. 2) 
- New Orleans (Enc.

2) 
(Enc. 2)

2)
- St. Louis (Enc. 2)
)- Springfiedd (Enc. 2)’

SEARCHED 
SERIALIZED

WASgas
(11)

Approved:------------- ----------- ---------- .Sent
SpeciM Agent In Charge

1968

NDEXED 
UED...
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to the FBI. Also, Birmingham feels that additional 
information may be furnighed by BRITTON, noting that 
JAMES EARL RAY presently has his home address and 
teeephone number and could possibly contact him in 
t;tie future. Disclosure of his identity could possibly 
alienate this potential source of information.

THOMAS BRITTON was interveeeed on 5/6/68 by 
SA JOHN H. KRESEK and was again interveewed on 5/7/68 
by SA's JOHN H. KRESEK, ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM 
A. SAUCIER.

Information copies of this investinatiee
insert are being furnsheed to the New Orleans, Mooile,
St. Louis and Springfield Diiisioni in view of their
investigatiee interest in this maater, coupled.with 
titie fact the results of this interview may be valuable 
when and if JHNNYVALEmii located, noting that he 
has been aieged“^o^*Se^ffl?*the New Orleans or St. Louis,
Missouri, area. Also, Sprinnfiedd has several relates 
of RAY reiidtnn within thpir division.

2
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I J

Date: I
I

Transmit the following in ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- j
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via__________________________________________________ ________________________ |
(Priority) ।

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- J------------

PAGE TWO

ABOUTS IS UNBOOWN TO HER. SHE IS OF THE OPINION HE BAS BEEN

RESIDING SOME PLACE IN CALIFORNIA FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS.

MAIL COPIES BUREAU, CHICAGO, AND MEmPHS. P.

Approved: ---------------------------------------------- Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI SPRNGFLD

552PM URGENT 5-13-68 DJK -Ml

TO DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND KANSAS CITY (44-760)

FROM SPRINGFIEDD (44-561) 2PP

MJRKIN

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY NINE LAST

ON THIS DATE, MELVINA TYLER, AKA RUSTY, MRS. RAY M. TYLER, ?i

TWO ONE THREE FRANKLIN STREET, BARTONVILLE, ILLINOI.S, WAS INTEBVTEWED^

AND EXHIBITED VARIOUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY, FBI NUMBER

FOUR ZERO FIVE NINE FOUR TWO G. SHE ADVISED THIS INEIVIJU/L IS 1

UNKNOWN TO HER AND SHE COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION WHATSOEVER

REGARDING HIM SHE WAS FORMERLY THE OWNER OF THE M AND M TAVERN

ONE ZERO SIX REAR FIFTH STREET, PEORIA, ILLINOIS, DURING NINETEEN

FIFTYEIGHT A.ND FIFTYNNNE. SHE MARRIED RAY M. TYLER IN NINETEEN

SIXTY AND T'HE MOTHER OF TWO CHILDREN. FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS 1

SHE HAS BEEN STEADILY EMPLOYED AS A WAITRESS AT THE PER.E MARQUETTE
.3

HOTEL, PEORIA, ILLINOIS

MRS. DEAN AYLER, FOUR ZERO TWO MELBOURNE, PEORIA, ILLINOIS,

ADVISE SHE DIVORCED ROBERT BLOOD FOUR YEARS AGO AND HIS WHEREABOUTS.^

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED. 

SERIALIEED 

INDEXED. 
FIL.ED
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PAGE TWO '

IS UNKNOWN TO HER. SHE IS OF THE OPINION HE HAS BEEN RESIDIGG

SOME PLACE IN CALIFORNIA FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS.

MAIL COPIES BUREAU, CHICAGO AND PEMPPHS. P.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ’

END -

DJB ’

FBI KAN CITY . .

X
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

Xxx Radio □ Teletype

URGENT 5-14-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURKIN.

IO VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERALLE SUM OF 

MONEY FROM APRIL 23, 1967 TO APRIL 4, 1968, AND THE SOURCE OF 

HIS MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE 

DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES 

AND BANK BURGLARIES IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WITNESSES ARE 

AVAILABLE. YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE REQUESTIGG OF POLICE 

DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY PHOTOGIAPPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR 

UNSOLVED ROBBERIES.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

WCM.

SEARQH«Dl
SERIALIZED!

M

SNDEMD- 
tw4

NOT

TC ASAC
If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitab 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographs syst.ems. Z / J j &44-56/49
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DECODED COPY

® Radio □ Teletype

URGENT 5-14-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVlSOONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURKIN,

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF 

MONEY FROM APRIL 23, 1967 TO APRIL 4, 1968, AND THE' SOURCE OF 

HIS MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE 

DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES 

AND BANK BURGLARIES IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WITNESSES ARE 

AVAILABLE. YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSTDER THE REQUESTING OF POLICE 

DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR 

UNSOLVED ROBBERIES/ ,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

(2)
WCM

If ^intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureaus cryptographic systems.
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Routing Slip
0-7 (Rev. 9-25-67)

TO: SAC,

□ Albany
□ Albuquerque 
□ Anchorage 
□ Atlanta 
I I Baltimore 
□ Birmingham 
I I Boston 
I I Buffalo 
□ Bullr 
I I Chartolre 
□ Chicago 
I I Cincinnati 
I I Cleveland 
in Cotombto 
I I Dallas 
I I Denver 
I I Delooit 
I I El Paso 
I I Honolulu

(Copies to Offices Checked)

I I Houston 
□ ianlanapolls 
I I Jackson 
□ Jacksonville 
I I Kansas Cily 
□ Knoxville 
□ Las Vegas 
I I Little Rock 
□ Los Angetos 
□ LouisvlHe 
□ Memphis 
I I Miami 
I I Milwaueee 
□ Minaeaflolts 
I I Mobie . 
I I Newark 
I I New Haven 
□ New Ootoans 
I I New York Ciiy

□ Norfolk 
I I Oktohoma City 
I I Omaha 
□ Phi lade Iphla 
I I Phoenix 
□ Plltbuorgh
I 1 PorHand 
I I Richmond 
□ Sacoamenio 
I I St. Louis 
□ SaH Lake City 
I I San Antonto 
□ San Diego 
□ San Foaactcoo 
r~~l San Juan 
□ Savaaaag 
EDS>ail^le 
|Q•'Spoingireld

□ Tampa
□ Washington Flein 
□ Quanttoo

TO LEGAT:
I I Bern
I I Bonn
I I Buenos Aires 
BHong Kong

London ' 
I I Manito 
□ Mextoo, D.F.
I I Ottawa
I I Paris 
□ Rome 
□ Sanlo Domingo 
I I Tokyo ’

Date May 13, 1968
RE:

MURKIN

__  Reienilon __  For appooprtoto
S For in(ormliltan □ optional I I action □ Suoep, by 

□ Tito loosed is fooyour Informatton. If used In a future report, □ conceal 
all sources, □ paoaphrase contento. ,

□ Enctosed aoe correcied pages from oeport of SA _______ _____________________
dated ' ' “ " “

Remaoks:

Enclosed foo assisaance of each 
office in connection with any laundcy checks 
being made aoe photographs of laundoy marks 
placed on shirt and bed Moen for James Earl 
Ray wiile using the name of Eric Staovo Gaat in i;ge Los Angeles aoea.

44-561-495
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SI 44-561
FEG:blw 
1

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA FREDERICK E. GRAPER;

AT WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS:

Telephone listirg 528-2815 is to JOE SWIJKUNAS, 
703 East Lindeei, West Frankfort, Iliiniis. JOE SWINIUJNAS 
employed at Coleman Chevrolet Co., East Main Street, 
advised on May 14, 1968, that he has been on vacation 
and was not available this past week. He said that his 
daughter is dating a TOM POLLACK, a coieege ^ude^ at 
Beaumont, Texas, and any calls from there are from 
TOM POLLACK.

SEARCHED .........INDEXED----------
SERIALIZED.Mr. El^,,^-

MAY 161968
. FBI-SPRINGFIELD
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SI 44-561 
RCH/epp 
1

. The following investigation was conducted by
,SA FRANK E. CORN, SR. and SA ROBERT C. HAINES:

\ AT’AITON, ILLINOIS •

, From May 2 through May L4V1968, physical surveillonce of the resieence of WILLIAM MAHER; 712 Brown Street, was iostttueed ln a daily basis at varying ^ of' the day andT evening" hours.

No unusual activity was noted during these strveillonces.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

„ Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in _________ ___________________________

(Type in plaintext, or code)

Via — Artel________ ________  _ _________________________
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa
^m; Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN 
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

v .In-order to cover the possibility that subject 
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare we”! contact! and they advised that no central 
records of•uileantlfeed deceased are mintained by those 
agencies, It was suggested that each state may manta^ 
such a record bn their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

— ■ x There bs no known Federal law require the 
maintenance of auch bnformatoon; and it is possbile that 
bf any record of uibdantbfaed dead i.s maintained, it would 
only be m intanned at •local police departments, morgues, 
meeical flClllbasH, or the like.-

Each office covering state capitals should 
check io ^certain if such records are maintained, and 
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68, 
lo^e’ for any bif*o«>ltson which might possibly identify 
subject Ray with unidentifeed dacalsad person over that 
period.

If there.is no ieltrll racor'e repository mintlined in the various states or rationally in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you should, in connectoon with your contact 
wi-th law enforcement agencies on this case or other. 
Bwrau maters, make appropriate inquiri ‘REXED 

FILID®

MAY151968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD—

Sent Vila M Per
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RErteMURKIN11 SACS and LEGATS’ Mexico City and Ottawa

unSdej^Hed1 dead f0r the Period beginning 4-5-68; and if 
fingerprints on such dead are mintained, they should be 
compared with those on the I.dentifiiaiinn Order on Ray 
in order to effect identification or nonideeiificition. 
This shou1d be hand1ed in the normal course of business 
and on1y reasonable itvestigition should be pursued 
along t;hese Mnes.

The IdentifCciiitn Divi-soon has placed an appropriate 
stop on unidentifidd deceased inquiries it may receive. 
If feasible, appropriate offcces and Legats, Mexico City 
and+O11^ should place similar stops with appropriaee 
state, lo^l or national agencies in your tirriioriss.

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI

Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in---------------------------------- '___________ ________________________________________

(Tfte in plaintext or code)

Via ------Artel
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa
^'term: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
OO: MEMPHIS (44-1987) 44— *6

In order to cover the poiiibilitt that subject
may have died since comission of the crime, the U. S. 
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central 
records of unidantifled deceased are mintaieed by t;hose 
^eppies". It was suggested t:hat each state may maintain 
sucfca record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or 
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law raquiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that 
if any record of uiieantifled dead is maiitainee, it would 
only be m intoned at local police departments, morgues, 
medical flc:i.liilsEl, or the like.

Each offcd covering st*tecaPitals should
check t;o lsiartlin if such-recsrdss afe ml,itlii^edl, and— I I 
if so, should check records for the period foom 4-5-68, / / 
to date, for any informltiin which might.possibly identify’ I 
subject Ray with unieeniifeed ddcdasdd person over that I 
period. ,

If there is no central reiore repository miitaiee 
in the various states or iatioillty in the case of Mexico 
and Canada, you._&ho1rl■e-^>ii coiiection with your contacts /

i with law enforcement agencies on this case or other
■Bureau ers, make appropriate inquiries relative to

Sent Via M Per
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RR^intOTA11 SACS and LEGATS. Mexico City and Ottawa
RE. MUKHIN

'^l^-ll^d dead for the period begiooOng 4-5-68; and tf 
ft0>g^irPriOlSl. ._such dead are miotrined, they should be 
^m^red W*th *hose.on the IdenOificrtion Order on Ray 
inorder..to iffiitJtdentlfiiatic)o or Oin0dei0iftirt0o.

sh°4d be handed tn the normal course of business 
and °nly rerS0orb]Le investiga^on should be pursued along these Inn^. p

The Identification Division has placed an aonroDriate 
stop on “identifed deceased inquiries tt may rtiaiSe 
a^ferStble’urppr<>Prirte offices and Legats, Mexico City 
anSO awa-ShOUld plrie.stmiU^ stops with appropriate 
state, lo^l °. national agencies tn your terriiories.

Armed and Dangerous.

2
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FBI

„ Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in _______ ______________________ ____ ___________________

("Type in plaintext! or code)

Via _____Airtel____________
(Priority)

To: Al SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Otaawa

Director, FBI

MURKIN

For your iniormation and investigative assistance, 
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in
Los Angeles, Caaifornia, during the early part of 1968 and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in he made several ieVephonv calls to country 
effort: to obtain employment.

March of 
clubs i.n

1968, 
an

This should be borne in mind in 
in connection with this and other cases.

covering leads

Armed and Dangerous.

SEARCHED_____JKtEXEt
SEiWL12a)_Mai^

MAY 151968
FBI—SPR1NGHeLD

Sent Via ------------- ■------------ -- ----------------------------------------- M Per 
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FBI

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in ----------- - --------------------------------------------- :_____________________________________

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel______________
(Priority)

To: Al sacs
LEGATS, Mexic° City

Ottawa

From: Director, FBI

MURKIN 4/,d4

For your information and investigatiee assistance, 
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in 
Los Angeles, Culifornia, during the early part of 1968, 
and prior to his depaating Los Angeles, in March of 1968, 
he made several teeephone calls to country clubs in an 
effort to obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leads 
in connectoon with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous.

44561-499

Sent Vi.a M Per 
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IP 44-563

CEJA?0’ at Chicago, Illixoia, will advise
Indianajmlia if ASTON located.

DDUUUPGLlg, at GoShen, Iidim, will iLtUvlw ANDENSOf.

• 1 -
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/14/88

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO SAC, ST. LOUIS '

HOM SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-583)

MIRKIN- - . '
' CR ' . ' / ' . ■ ■ ' " ' ■ -

00: ME ' - ■ ;

Re 81 airtel to SL 5/9/88. _

RALPH HOWARD, IsdiaBap>lie, Udima, ^was member of State 
Department of Cor action. Contact 5/14/88 With widew, MELVA B. 
HOWARD, reveals he has been dead four years,

2 - St. Loewis -1 - Memphis (Info) 
c^1- Sjpingfield (Info) 
1 - Chicago (Info)
1 - Indianapois

pjF/kmg 
(8)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYtN B. DAVIS at Quincy, IUnnois, on May 10, 1968: 

' . GERTRUDE WILLING, 1120 Cpllege Street, Quincy;
IllOniis, advised that she fomerly'resided at 904 Lind . j 
Street, QuincyV lllOniis.' She advised that when she' - *
A^ed on Luid Street.she occasionally rented looms in 
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented a room' to 
.JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she remembered ,

.AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898^inasmuch as her year " , 1
of birth was the? same and'that was the only person - ’ *i
she had ever iveed in.a house with who was born the s ^
'samS year as.her. She stated that AUSTIN when he came ' > ’ , i
to Quincy., .I1lOnoia, came to Quincy through somer 

. contact with-a Catholic priest’in either Quincy or . -
Chicago. She adviSed that AUSTIN had been in the .
IJlOQiis State PeHtentiary. and .name ■•fl Qiincy in an . .1

. effort to obtain a. job and that appaaeuntly this unknow . ;
Catholic priest had obtained AUSTIN, a job in Quincy. , , '

' However, 'AUSTIN ivved at her home less than one month ; /
when he left and she heardshtotly thereafter that he ' • ;
had been arrested and was returned to prison. She .stated!. > II

. that she could not remember the name of the town in which I ’” ■
he was arrested and had not seen AUSTIN since -1956. She 
stated as far as she knew. - AUSTIN.'did. not' have any’ relatives -

' or associates in Quincy, TllOniiS, and that AUSTIN wasnet
related to her. He^in]pLy/lived in her home for > period /

. of les§ than one month and that was'-.as a border, * . . ‘

; She advised that she didnot^know JAMES EARL RAY • ; '
and had never known AUSTIN tosspeak -concerning RAY under .

\ RAY'S-Iruie:name or known aliasess; * ’ ; ■ ; '

. ' • She stated that she is certain JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN .
was ^ot a,Quincy resident and that.he knew nothing concerning ; J 
Quincy at the time he .-moved to Quincy. r 5 <

. Photographs of' JAMES EARL RAY w^e eyhib-i+ed fo-
GERTRUDE WALLING and she advised that she h ^Odifl■«^x--&eINDEXE0
this individuaT before SERfALJZDDjKJlLED:

FBI-SPRNGiELD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561
EHDskr 
2

On May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureau 
of Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Street, aivisei that her 
file contains very little information concerning JOSEPH 
ELMER ZUSTIN other than a newspaper clipping which showed 
that JOSEPH EIMER ZUSTIN, age 59; had been arrested on 
Z^gUsL4» 1957, in Robents^ County, Tennessee, with 
JOHN GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEZCHZM if Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arreseed for the 
aieegei kidnappnng of a Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk and had aHegeily taken him across the state Une into 
RobertSOn County, Tennessee, where they robbed him of 
$139.00 and set him free. The trio was stopped for 
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139.00 
believed stel^ from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk, 
was founi scattered along the highway near the scene of 
arrest.

ZUSTIN was then comitted to the Cennral. State 
Hoosital in Nassviile, Tennessee, after Government 
attorneys said they believed he might not be mme-nally 
capable of advising with counnil. ;

TVn.a^t^cTn_Shownd .-'ha ZU«» came to Quincy, 
Illinois, in Appil, 1956, and previous -to that he had 
been sent back to prison three times for iiolatoon of 
psril.n and had spent t;Vl’ne months in a ttbnritlosis 
sanitaruwii in Jscksoiriile, nUnois.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The fil0awong investigation was conducted by SA 
JOSEPH L. McKINSTRAY;

, At Granite City, Illoniis.

' On A?ril 25, 1968, THOMAS GATIN, 2841 Fortune Drive,1 < 
adv1??* that.he *s employed at^ranite C.ty Steel Company, and that in 1963 or 1964 he testifeed for the company in a , 
co1™ hearing at Edwaaddsille, Illinois, for parole revokation 
of CARL HOFFMAN, employee of the Granite City Steel Company. ■
^^adv^d.^. to ^ best of his recoliecton,. HOFFMAN ,

. was Charged with shooting a man, and he believed he heal’d that ' 
. HOEMAN had previously been arrested by East Alton, Ilinnois, 

^lice Department, along with-one JIWY RAY. Possibly idlnOi-
- cal .with JAiMES EARL RAY-.

. GAVIN con.t^ued that;on The morning of AprU 25, \ - 
While-driving to work,■he observed a man on the corner of 23rd 

' :and Washington Avenue, between 8:00 and 8:05 A.M., Which he 1 
beieeved resembld t:he photo of JAMES EARL RAY Wb,ich..he had > 
seen in ,the/news meHa. . He stated that all he can remember .

' abf*11 this manway thaf.he was wearing an old stymie hit with
. a turmed down brim and was'walking', toward Monroe Stmt. He

• stated he coulLd not furnish any further descciptive data such ‘
’ as age,, height, weight, hair-..color, or other physical c^^cter- 

- lSticc of the man. ' ’ . . .

. , . GAVIN stated that in 1963 or 1964, CARL HOFFMAN ■
* had lived at 2251 MonrOe^Street ifa- house owned byDELMAR ’ / 
BELL„ and that this house is located about two blackc Loa- ’

, where he saw this man. .■ . ■

■^

4

•4

1

-■ S’

■it

. - On APrril 26, 1968, Ciief of Police RIGGINS, East Alton
Illinois, advised;that he has no record^of CARL HOFFMAN in ’ 
the files of his department ;■ ahd that his department-, arrested .
JAMES EARL RAY on on!.y one occasion 13 or 14 year's ago, at ’

v wWch,tihie .RAl wasval£)ne. <’ ; r.

' . ‘ On Appil 26, 1968, GEORGE GOODIN, 22 53 Monroe Street;
> advised that he has'lived at that-address for 38 years and -

,that the property next door at 2251 is owned
who ».«•<! at 2211 Lee Ste-t. Mr. GOOD1 •t-adMi 
has no recollecton of anyone named CARL HOFF!AN

george Goodin

1BI-SPRIGyELD
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