
FRI SPRNGFLD

WHOLE FOR TWO

340

PM URGENT 5-16-68 JDG

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN W

THE GRAPE VINE TAVERN, SLMO, IS OWNED RY CAROL PFPPFR, SUBJECTS 1

SISTER, AND OPERATED BY JOHN LARRY RAY, SUBJECTS BROTHER

FOLLOWING CALLS MADE FROM COIN PHONE AT TAVERN

EIGHT SEVEN SEVEN DASH FIVE TWO SIX FIGHT, GRANITE CITY,

FER. FIGHT

FIGHT SEVEN SIX DASH,NINE NNF NINE ZERO, GRANITE CIty, FEB

FIGHT

FIGHT SEVEN FOUR DASH SIX FIVE ZF.RO ZFRO, F. ST. LOUIS, 1
FFB. TWENTYNINE

FGGHT SEVEN FIVE DASH SEVEN SEVEN SEVEN ZFpN, E. ST. LOnIs,

march fifteen

SPRINGFIEDD IDENTIFY SURSCR IER.RS AND DETERM INE IF CALLS BEAR ON ^

WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES OF SUBJECT, COMPLETELY PROtECtIGG PHONE co*

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END’

MAL

FI SPRNGFLD
fFILED

SIARCCH
SERIALIZDD

MAY 161968
FBI-JRM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FRI RPRNGELD

FRI ST LOUIS

1228 PM URGENT 5-15-68 MPB

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MJRKIN

QUINCY, ILL

SW BELL TFLF. C

PHONE

PHONE OF JERRY RAY'

TWELVE AND FEB. NINE

JAN. FIVE, FEB. SIX AND

TWO TWO THREE DASH NINE FOUR SIX FIVE,

TWENTYFIVE, MARCH NINE and APRIL FOURTEEN

IMMEDIATELT IDENTIFY SUBSCRIBERS to THESE QUINCY NOS

CENTER, MO., FATHER OF SUBJECT:

QUINCY, ILL. PHONE

(PROTECT) ADVISED FOLLOWS CALLl CHARGED TO ^

TWO TWO TWO DASH SEVEN ONE FOUR TWO, JAN

UNLESS RELATIONSHIP TO RAYNS APPARENT, INTERVIEW IF NECESSARY,

COMPLETELY PROTECTING PHONE CO. AND DETERMINE IF CALLS BEAR ON

WHEREABOUTS OR ACTIVITIES OF SUBJECT

SUBJFCT ARMED AND DANGEROUS

CORRECTION PLS LUE SEVEN FIRST WRD SHLD BFIMMEDIAtELY

END

MEM

FRI SPENGELD

.TUX

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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* 4
FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI ST LOUIS

849PM URGENT 5-16-68 JJR-

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 1P

M'RKIN

RE JAMES LOAMA OWENS

RAY FIFTY NINE KROGE ROBBERY FALL PARTNER OWENS ADVISED

TODAY ONE BLACHE DE CORE (PHONETIC) CHICAGO GAMBLER, EX-

PRO FIGHTER, EE FROM MENARD PRISON ASSOCIATE

OF RAY, THO APPARENTLY NOT AS CLOSE ASJLACKIE. AUSTIN-,

AND JOHN GAWRO

SPRINGFEELD AT MENARD

28
) 9 AND CHICAGO ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY

LOCATE AND INTERVEEW DE CORE

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END,

CEK

FBI SPRNGFLD

TU X
SEARCHED . 
SERIALIZED,

1AY1 6 1968

dINDEXED, 

JFILED-,

BI—SPRINGHEDD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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5/17/68 

PLAINTEXT

TELETYPE URGENT >

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (MAIL) AND SAC, ST. LOUIS

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
. MURKIN' ■ ' / ' : .

RE ST. '.LOWS TEL MAY POTEEN LAST.

SUBSCRIBER OF QUINCY TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO TWO TWO DASH 

SEVEN- ONE FOUR WO IS FRANK AND' MABLE FULLER., MABLE FULLER/ 

IS SUBJECT'S AUNT. SUBSCRIBER TOQUINCY WDHONB NUMBER / 

' TWO TWO THREE DASH .NIN® FOUR SIX FIVE IS RUBY CARPENTER,, FORMEI^ 

WIFE OF SUBJECTSFATHER. FULLER AND CARPENTER HAVE BEEIN

‘ ■ INTERVIEWED' and APPEAR- TO BE COOPERATIVE^. >« HAVE CLOSE - , 

‘ FAMILY TIES AND IT'.WOULD APPEAR THE CALLS IN REFERENCED' »/''■'.' ./''■

LOUIS TEA WOULD NOT NECESWUY INDICATE SUBJECT^-PRESENT1 . . ; 

WHEREABOUTS.. IN ORDER THAT THIS ’INVESTIGATIVE TECBKIQUE NOT. /

BE REVEALED/, FULLER..AND- CARPENTER WILL':«OT■.B® WATERVIEW / / • 

AT,THS TIME.' COPY .MAILED .MEMPTIS, CHICAGO AND- KANSAS Cm/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI ST LOUIS '

FBI SPRNGFLD

1102AM 5/17/68 URGENT MAL

TO ST. LOUIS

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN , x
RE ST. LOUIS TEL MAY FIFTEEN LAST. .

SUBSCRIERR OF QUINCY TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO TWO TWO LAsH 

SEVEN ONE FOUR T'WO IS FRANK AND MABLE FULLER MABLE FULLER 

IS SUBJECTS AUNT. SUBSCRIBER TO QUINCY TELEPHONE NUMBER 

TWO TWO THREE LASH NINE FOUR SIX FIVE IS RUBY CARPENTER. FORMER 

WIFE OF SUBJECTS FATHER. FULLER AND CARPENTER HAVE BEEN 

INTERVEEDEDD AND APPEAR TO BE COOPERRTIVE. BOTH HAVE CLOSE 

FAMILY TIES AND IT WOULD APPEAR THE CALLS IN•REFERENCED ST. 

LOUIS TEL WOULD NOT NECESSARILY INDICATE SUBJECT’S PRESENT 

WEREBOUTS. IN ORDER THAT THIS INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUE NOT 

BE REVEALED, FULL.ER AND CARPENTER WILL NOT BE ETINTEEVIEWEL 

T TEIS TIME. COPY MAILED MEMPHIS, CHICAGO AND KANSAS CITY.

END

CRRECTION LAST LINE FIRST WORD SHOULD AT

END 

LCR 

FBI ST LOUIS . 
SEARCHDD..------- ----------
STRIALIZTD.....fOr . 
INDEXED..............................
FIL.ED..............^mr---

44.561.52 6-
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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On Ma®4, 1968, JAMES D. WALUCiWmSP #75682, 
born in 1933, said he is the clerk of C Hail! He said 
he "fell" foom St. Louis in 1959 for Armed Robbery and 
other charges. He wes paroled in 1965 and was returned 
for violatoon by reason of drunk driving on March 11, 1968.

He said he was raised with JAMES L. OWENS, the 
"fail partner" of JAMES EARL RAY. He said he knew OWEN’S 
in the Penntentiary and saw him on three or four occasions 
in St. Louis, Missouri, while he was out. He said he 
recalled that he was C Hi3.1 tender when RAY tried t:o go 
over the walls and his ladder or rope 01 something broke 
about 1966. He said he was not a good frennd of RAY’s in -
the Penitentiary and knew him only to speak with him. He ■ 
said he saw RAY in St. Louis sometime during the summer of 
1967. He said it was probably the early part of the summer. 
He said RAY was with OWENS. He was just coming out of the 
Jeffesson-Gravois Bank, located at the same address. RAY 
and OWENS were just enternng the bank. He stopped and said 
t;o them that he was glad he got his money out before they 
got in. He said RAY laughed and said that "they were putting 
in". He said his wife was waiting in a car at the curb and 
he did not stop t:o talk and he went on out and drove off.

He said he had no way to fix the date. He said he
rnfOecned, at the time, that RAY must have escaped because 
he knew he had ateempted to escape and had been "set back"
on parole and he had too much time to have been reneaind.

He said he saw OWENS on other occasions. He recaned 
that in 1966 he went to take a Missouri State Driver’s Meanse 
examination. OWENS was there and they got to tllking about 
the Pexintentiary and the examiner- made OWENS leave because 
he eppaeenlly thought he was' getting answers to the questions. 
He said the people at the examining Batoon mentioned that 
OWENS had been there before and caused them some trouble.

_WALLAiCE said that RAY had tie reputation of being 
the ty^ of person who served his Ume without comment g

n<° mess.".1? thn affairs of other people. He 
said he did not think that RAY would kill anyonn as hn is - 
jUit_nOt thn,typn: He 11so ^±<3 he has never heard of 
any organizatonn in the Peeitentiary and has never hnlrd 
ther^me °f CO0LEY used in coniectoon with any type of 
busies or "racket”- inside the wills and he didnot know 
anyone by that name.

He_slid.dhat inmates have ovnr the years used 
^g^M^s 1s medllmm of exchange in leu of money end they 
m^k® ^?alay" bets on blsebbl1 games, horse races and other 
Spes^ofco^ts.sma1- to bets made with nonoy outside. 
Hn.se:^d-hn?n,8w of.no"lotn.:y'' as such inuring cigarettes, 
but he said this might exist. He said there are "c;iiulln3» 
of P-'1301®^ who connivn together for vlr:0ouli rnisons, and 
who °eC00V.1T_cloie associates, but thero is no widn-spnead o-glnlzetoln and nnvnr has been to his knowledge Hn iaid 
^c0^1.11?™^ bn in Position to know about it if there 
was end w°uld havn no ^si^twn i? saying so if such existed.
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-58)

FBI

Date: 5/16/68
Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
Via_______ _

(Type in plain text or code)

AIR MAIL
■ (Priority or Method Of Mailing)

TO: ©RECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM* SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

MURKIN

,©closed here"1^ for /he Bureau and receiving 
Offices, is a sel--Xxplinat0ry /nvestigative insert concerning 
an interview with D. WAICE, an inmate at the Missouri
State Penitintiary/ (MSP

with 
Also 
MSP.

It is

enc
o be noted that WALLACE stated he saw subject 

OWENS in St. Louis luring the'Summer of 1967.
tograph of JAMES L. OWENS taken at the

The following is a descriptor of
as it appeared in the MSP r*ecor-ds;

JAMES LAOMA OWENS

3 -
_

2 -
2

■ 2 -
2 -

Inmate # 
Race 
Sex 
Born 
Height 
Weight 
Hiir 
Eyes

Bureau (Encs, 
Atlantia - (Encs

IBH:ak

Birmnnhaam 
Chicago
Los Angeles 
Memphis 
New Orleans 
St. Louis 
Sppingfield 
Kansas City

(Encs.
(Encs.

2;
2
2

2)
2)

(Enas." 2)
(Zncs. 2)
(Encs. 2)

2)

Approved: ,------------- --—_-----------------
Special Agent in Charge

00184 
White
Male 
9/6/19, at
5’4"
149 lbs. . 
Brown
Blue

Elvins, Mo.

1

Sent

SEARCHED 
SERIAUZDl

.INDEXED
BLE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760

Complexion 
Build 
Shoe size 
tecuiMtion

Medium 
Stocky 
101 
Barber,

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3'6 (Rev. 12-13-56)

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

I
FBI |

Date: 5/16/68 j
I

(Type in plain text or code) i

AIR MAIL I
: ■ (Prioriy or Method of Mailing) j

TO: DRIECTO®, FBI (44-38861)

FROM; SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

MURKIN ‘ *

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and receiving 
Offices, is a self-explanatory invesiigatiee insert concerning 
an interv-ew with JAMES D. WALLACE, an inmate at the Missouri 
State Pennt-nti.lry. (MSI?;), .. '

It is to be noted that WALLACE stated he saw subject 
with JAMES . L. OWENS in St. Louis during the'Summer of 1967. 
Al.so enclosed is a photograph of JAMES L. OWENS taken at the 
MSP. •

The foHownng is a description of JAMES LAOMA OWENS 
as it app-lI•ed in the MSP records:

Inmate # 
Race 
See 
Born

00184 
Whhte 
Male 
9/6/19, 
5'4"
149 lbs 
Brown 
Blue

at Elvins, Mo.
Height 

, Weight
21 
2

■ 2 '

- q

■f

Hir
Eyes

3 
2
2
2
2 
2

-

-
- 
_
-

Bureau (Encs ^ 2) 
Atlanta-(Encs. 2) 
Birminhamm (Encs. 
Chicago (Encs.
Los Angeles (Encs. 
Memphis (Encs.

2)
2)
2)2)

2

1

-
-
_
-

New Orleans (Encs.
St. Louis (Encs. 
Springfield (Encs. 
Kansas City .

2)
2)
2) 14

SEARCHED—_JNIEEXiD—_. 
SEMALIED^MtFlIxdr.

1 MAY171968
FBI—SPRINUehd.D

RBH:ak
■ (21)

454-561.528
Approved:  ------------------- ------- _----------------- Sent---- - ------ .—L—_ M Per---------------------------

Special Agent in Charge
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760

Complexion 
Build 
Shoe size 
Oxujption

Medium 
Stocky 
101 
Barber

2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




