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SPINO said that fregquently when this man visited the
Halfway Cafe he would come into the shoe repair shop and have
his shoes shined. SPINO noted that he no longer has a shosshine
boy and had no idea where his old shoeshine boy could be
ilocated. SPINO further stated that this individual must have
been guite close to DAILEY as he appeared there very frequently
cver the entire period of time that DAILEY had the restaurant.
DAILEY's wife left DAIXLEY on at least one occasion and went
to California after putting out the work that she was in
Arkansas. SPINO said apparently they have mended their
differences and are again together,
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RAY ASSOCIATES --J&MiES O, DAILEY

The following investigation was conducted by SA J.
ROBERT MEIGS on April 23, 1968, at St. Loulis, Missouri:

CATHERINE SKILES, Clerk in the Electrical Inspection
Division of the Department of Public Safety, St. Louis City
Hall, advised that her records show thkat on March 1, 1968, a
letter was sent to KERMIT SIEGFRIED, 1637a South Jefferson
Avenue, with regard to the premises at 1549 South Jefferson,
which he owned. According to this letter, there was overload
service and defective wiring at 1549 South Jefferson which must
be corrected by a licensed electrical contractor to comply with
city ordnances.

On March 12, 1968, a similar letter was sent to Mr.
SIEGFRIED in which it was pointed out that this was the second
and the last notice which Mr. SIEGFRIED would receive until
further action would be taken.

KERMIT SIEGFRIED, 1637a South Jefferson Avenue, ad-
vised that he owns the premises at 1549 South Jefferson. He
stated that the premises are vacant at the presenrt time but
that it had been operated as a restaurant kunown as Half Way
Restaurant operated by JAMES D. DAILEY, He stated that DAILEY
operated a restaurant at this address for something over four
years and remained operating a restaurant at this address
through the month of February, 1968.

SIEGFRIED stated that DAILEY had added equipment
to his restaurant which needed large amounts of electiricity
which the old wiring in the building could not cope with,
He stated that the building was subsequently examined by in-
spectors for the City of St. Louis and they found that the wir-
ing was defective and must be replaced. SIEGFRIED stated that
he does not know .the exact cost to rewire the building but
he did learn that to rewire from the pole outside of the
building at the building it would cost $240. He said the in-
side wiring, of course, would be in addition to this. SIEGFRIED
stated that he offered DAILEY three months free rent however
he, DAILEY, would bear the cost of wiring.
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SIEGFRIED stated that DAILEY moved out in the early
part of March without informing him that he was moving. He
stated that he moved over night possibly due to the fact that
the building would have to be rewired. He said that he under-
stands that DAILEY now  operates a tavern or eating place of
some kind around Portageville, .Missouri. SIEGFRIED advised
that he is not acquainted with any of DAILEY's associates and
knows nothing about his background or activities while in
St. Louis, He said he is not acquainted with anyone named
JAMES EARL RAY and the photographs of RAY are not llkenesses
of anyone he has ever known. .
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AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

Re: ALLEGED ASSOCIATION OF JAMES D, DAILEY
AND JAMES EARL RAY

On April 24, 1968, JUNIOR RAY CONAWAY was interviewed
at his residence, Route 5, Salem, Missouri, by SA EARL E,
BROWN and SA ROBERT L, BENDER., CONAWAY stated that he was
well acquainted with JAMES DAVID DAILEY, but on observing
the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY he stated that he did not
know this man and had never seen him prior to observing
RAY's photograph on television., He said that he would be
glad to provide any information that he might have regarding
DAILEY, inasmuch as DAILEY was the cause of his being paralyzed
from the waist down and confined to a wheel chair, He stated
that in September, 1965, he had been shot by DAILEY in fromt
of DAILEY's Halfway Cafe located on Jefferson Avenue in St.
Louis, Missouri., He said that from approximately 1960 to
1965 he had lived and bummed around the Jefferson-Lafayette=Park
area and had become involved in several fights during that
period of time., He said one of these fights was between he
and DAILEY, who he had been told by someone had been hired to
shoot him, He said as a result of this fight with DAILEY,
DAILEY had his jaw broken and he (CONAWAY) was sentenced to
the Workhouse. J, D, DAILEY had the reputation of being pretty
tough and had a lot of contacts im that area and was known to
have gambling going on at the Halfway Cafe. DAILEY has on
several occasiomns travelled to Poplar Bluff, Missouri, where
he gambled some place unknown to CONAWAY. CONAWAY advised
that the only friemd that he knew who was rather close to
DAILEY was a man named JOHN MONICO, who ran the Haven Bar on
Lafayette and who he (CONAWAY) thought may have made J, D.
DAILEY ' bond after DAILEY had shot him, Also, he was aware
of the fact that DAILEY would gamble at a place called the
Cedar Inm, located on the East Side im Illinois. He also
recalled that there was a bondsman withwhom he was acquainted
who also knew DAILEY guite well whose name was HOMER TOWNSLEY,
CONAWAY said that he did not know anyone by the name of THOMAS
BEECHUM CREWS. CONAWAY said that he has not seen DAILEY since
the shooting and was still considering prosecution in this
matter.

JL5

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2
BL 44-775
RLB/ral

CONAWAY introduced the Agents to Mrs., HAZEL HELVEY,
who advised that she had formerly frequented the same area as
mentioned above, but could provide no additional information
to that provided by her brother., She stated that her husband
who had formerly resided in St. Louis County was recently
murdered and his body found in a field in Salem, Missouri.
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RE: RAY RELATIVES - JERRY RAYNES

AT CENTER, MISSOURI

‘ The following investigation was conducted by SAs
WILLIAM R, DUNCAN and JAMES A, DUFFEY on April 19, 1968:

Mr. JOHN RODGERS, Cashier, Center State Bank, ad-
vised that a Mr. JERRY RAYNES resided approximately 4% miles
southeast of Center, Missouri, on a small acreage he purchased
at a Sherifffs Sale, September 6, 1967. He recalls having
seen Mr. RAYNES at that time and described him as an elderly
man. He stated the bank had an interest in the sale of the
property. He has not seen Mr. RAYNES since. He suggested
that Mr. HAROLD MAIDEN, next door neighbor  of Mr. RAYNES
would be a reliable individual to contact.

Mr. HAROLD MAIDEN, Route 2, Center, Missouri, ad-
vised Mr, JERRY RAYNES purchased property adjoining his in
the fall of 1967. Mr. RAYNES lives alone and has two automo-
biles, a 1967 Nash Rambler, color tan, and a white over red,
1961 Plymouth. He stated that RAYNES is retired but has indi-
cated he had eight children and had been married twice. Itis
his understanding that the mother of the children is dead.
Mr. MAIDEN advised he had observed a younger woman with two
small children visiting Mr. RAYNES on occasional weekends, but
that no other persons have wvisited him to his knowledge. He
states that Mr. RAYNES appeared to be approximately 69 years
of age, RAYNES has telephone number AM 7-3467.

These Special Agents personally observed the RAYNES
property on the above date and noted it was located on a
knoll next to the Center, Missouri, city dump. The house was
small and appeared to have two or three rooms. One tan Nash
automobile and one whiteover red Plymouth automobile were
observed parked in the yard. Lights were on in the house and
one male individual could be observed inside.
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when the family resided in.Ewing, Missouri, andlater -in Quincy,
Il1linois. They separaﬁed at Quincy, but he was unable to recall
the year. ’

Mr. RAYNES stated he has always used the name of
RAYNES but he knew that some .of the children had shortened
the name to RAY! He was aware that subject had used several
aliases. o

Mr. RAYNES stated he knew nothing concerning subject’s
1mp11catlon in this case until he received a telephone call
from his daughter, CAROL. in which she stated that the FBI had
contacted her concerhing sub;ect. "He sﬁated he had received
two telephone calls that evening, - ‘one’ from CAROL, -and the other
from MELBA, each statlng the news items indicated their brother,
JAMES vas 1nvolved in the XKING murder, He stated hé did not
know how MELBA learned of his whereabouts as he had not seen
her or heard from her for the past seveh or eight years. She
had indicated she was calling from Quincy, Illinois. ,

Mr. RAYNES stated that he had no knowledge or informa-
tion 2t to subject's whereabouts. He stated he was afraid of
subject and was concerned that .subject might attempt to contact
him. He stated he wanted no part of the subject and that he
had consequéntly barred his doors. Mr. RAYNES stated that he
would gladly cooperate with the FBI and would immediately bring
to the attention of its agents any information he received con-
cerning subject or his whereabouts.
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JERRY RAYNES advised that he is the stepfather of
JAMES EARL RAY as JAMES EARL RAY was born in March of 1928
at Alton, Illinois, and Mr. RAYNES stated heé married LUCILLE
MAHER at Jacksonville, Florida, in the spring of 1929, 1930
or 1931. He believes he was 30 years of age at that time and
that she was 23 years of age. Following their marriage, they
lived in Quincy and Galesburg, Illinois, and in St. Louis and
Ewing, Missouri., It was his understanding that LUCILLE was
born in Bridgeton, New Jersey.

Mr. RAYNES stated he believes he was the father of
all of the other children born to LUCILLE MAHER and himself.
Their son, JERRY, was born in Quincy, Illinois, date unknown,
under the name JERRY RAYNES, Several of the other children were
born in Ewing, Missouri. His daughter, CAROL, was born there on
January 30, 1941. '

Mr. RAYNES stated he had received a telephone call
from his son, JERRY, in Chicago, Illinois, on April 19, 1968,
advising him that it appeared JAMES EARL RAY was involved in
the KING assassination. ‘

4/20/68 Center, Missouri File # SL: 44-775
On at ile
by __SA JAMES A. DUFFEY _HRD/pih Date dictated —%/22/68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion® of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI :and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date 5/2/68

The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agent JAMES A, DUFFEY:

Mr. JERRY RAYNES, Rural Free Delivery, Center; Missouri,
was re-interviewed April 25, 1968. He admitted he had lived with
RUBY CARPENTER, from about 1952 until 1963, off and on, as they
would split up and then go back to livimg together.

During this period they lived in St. Louis, and Clarence,
Missouri.

He could not recall the St. Louis addresses, but when
4149 West Pine was suggested to him, he stated he believes that
to be the address, where RUBY and he lived from about 1952 to
1961 when they moved to a farm near Clarence, Missouri.

While in St. Louis he stated that FRANKLIN, also known
as "Buzz'", and CAROL lived with him, but subject never lived with
him to his recollection. He stated that subject from the time they
left Ewing, Missouri, did not live with him, but with Mrs. MARY
MAHER, subject's grandmother.

He stated that in the late 1950s subject visited '"Buzz"
and he recalled subject was then employed at some bakery but he
did not know which bakery. He stated if subject ever lived on
Pine Street;, it was news to him.

Mr. RBAYNES stated that he has always beenh known as JERRY
RAYNES, sometimes spelled RAYNS,; as the former is the name his
mother claims was his. He denied using the name JAMES GERALD RAY,

Mr. RAYNES also denied ever living in Des Moines, Iowa,
and added he has never lived or even been in Des Moines.

He stated that when in Clarence, Missouri, he and RUBY
had lived on a farm which belonged to her. He stated while there
he did not go to town more than on one or two occasions, had no
associates, and can not recall the names of any persons there.
They lived there two years.

On 4/25/68 ot Center, Missouri “Eile # SL 44=775
SA JAMES A. DUFFEY smck 4/26/68
by Date dictated
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions <:f the FBI. It is the property of the FBI .and is loaned to
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After leaving Clarence, he went alone to St. Louis where
he had various employments. He was employed as a service station
attendant for the Site Gasoline Station om Lemay Ferry Road.

He stated he owned an old store building with sleeping
rooms upstairs, that he rented, operated a second hand store, and
& dry cleaning store.

He sold this property in St. Louis and bought th@'§ma11
acreage at Center, Missouri, last September (1967). He added he is
drawing social security and is retired.

He stated that he does mo approve of subject's actions, is
afraid of him, and what the publicity is doing to his daughter,
CAROL, and her family. He stated that if he should hear anything
about the subject's whereabouts he will advise the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.
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JERRY RAYNES

AT CENTER MISSOURI ..

‘ Mrs, HAROLD MAIDEN next-door neighbor of JERRY RAYNES,
was contacted by Special . Agemt JAMES A, DUFFEY on April 24, 25,
26, 1968, and May 2, 3 and 4, 1968, She stated that RAYNES had
noé viSit@rs to her knowledge and no strange cars were observed
by her at the RAYNES' residence.

She stated her son works for RAYNES on Saturdays and
after school when needed and that he had observed no unusual
activity at the RAYNES' residence, She"advised that RAYNES
is more or less a recluse and rarely leaves his home. He
does not visit with his mneighbors but is pleasant when he
meets them.,

Special Agent DUFFEY conducted spot checks of the

RAYNES' residence on April 24, 25 and 26, 1968, and May 3 and
4, 1968, but noted mo visitors or unusual activity.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA's
THOMAS L. BUCKLEY and ALAN E, MC ELWAIN on April 25, 1968:

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI:

RAY RELATIVES

SISTER MARY CLARA, Head Sister, Catholic School of
Specialized Reading, 4149 West Pine, advised that that property
had been a s¢hool for approximately seven years and is owned by
the Archdiocese of St. Louis who also own' the property immedi-
ately to the west, known as 4151 West Pine, which 1s used as a
convent. She adv1sed that she had no knowledge of “the former
occupants of 4149 West Pine but stated that a Mrs. RADKE at 4147
West Pine and Mrs., COULTER at 4157 West Pine might have infor-
mation about former occupants. i

Mrs. ALICE RADKE, 4147 West Pine, advised that 4149
West Pine was formerly owned by RUDY and RUTH KRACK, who sold the
property to the Roman Catholic Church about seven yéars ago. She
recalled that the KRACKs kept roomers in her home but she did not
know any of these people. She did not kmow the KRACKs' current
address except she thought they lived in the western part of St.
Louis nmear University City, MisSouri. She examined ‘a copy of
an Identification Order #4182, and stated that JAMES EARL RAY
was unknown to her. -

Mrs. JEWELL A, COULTER, 4157 West Pine, adv1sed that
Mr. and Mrs. RUDY KRACK lived at 4149 West Pine from the early
1940°'s until 1961 or 1962 when they sold their hoiieé to the Catholic
Church and moved to 5950 McPherson, St. Louis, Mlssourl. Mrs.
COULTER recalled that the KRACKs kept roomers in their home but
she did not know any of these people. She examined a photograph
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that he was unknown to her.

Mrs. RUDY KRACK, 5950 McPherson, advised that she

could not recall anyone named JERRY RAYNES or JERRY RYAN ever
having occupied an apartment in her home at 4149 West Pine., She

J2S
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stated that she and her husband purchased 4149 West Pine in 1940
and lived at that address until they sold the property in late
1961 to the Catholic Church. They moved to their present address
in early 1962. Mrs. KRACK advised that she felt certain she would
remember a roomer who had lived in her home for approximately
eight years and she could not recall anyome ever having used the
name JERRY RAYNES or RYAN., She examined a ph@t@graph of JAMES
EARL RAY and advised that he was unknown to her.

Mrs. WILLIE MANNING, 1731 South 11lth Street, owner of
1727 and ‘1729 South 1lth Street, recalled that a person named
JERRY RYAN (not sure of last name, could have beén RAYNES) lived
in an apartment at 1727 South 11th Street with 2 teenage son and
daughter around 1960. She recalled that the chlidren were both in
their late teens and that the girl was the oldest., RYAN bhad no
wife that she knew of. These people lived at 1721 South 11th
Street for several months and moved to an unknown address, she
thinks, on Memard Avenue. Mrs. MANNING stated that none of the
present occupants of 1727 or 1729 South 1ith Street ‘Tived at those
addresses in 1960. She was unable to recall the names of persons
who did live at those addresses in 1960. She examihed a photo-
graph of JAMES EARL RAY and stated that he définitely was not one
of the children who lived with JERRY RYAN and further that she
cannot recall ever having seen him before. o

Efforts to expand the neighborhood investigation inm
the area of 1727 South 1lth Street were not determined feasible
since the entire northern end of the block on the west side of
the street is occupied by a truck dock and the entire eastern
“8ide of the street is the back wall of a warehouse.

Efforts to locate residents at 1135 South 10th Street
met with negative results. The southern most building in the
block is now known as 1133 South 10th Street and this address is
occupied by the FEDERHOFER Truck, Leasing and Rental, Inc., which
occupies thé entire south half of the block on the west side of
Tenth Street. The buildings across on the east side of the street
are abandoned and ready to be razed.
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Mrs. FLORA SARR, 1012 Hickory, around the corner from
1133 South Tenth Street, recalled that the cormer of Tenth and
Hickory used to be occupi€d*by a rooming 'house which was demolished
when the present building was built about 1962. "She thinks that
this corner was numbered 1135 at that time. Mrs. SARR advised that
the old rooming house on the corner of Tenth and Hickory was managed
by a Mr. FOWLER whose first name and address shé does not know. She
was very sure FOWLER did not own the property but merely managed
it. She stated that FOWLER was quite elderly eight years ago and
may well have died by this time; in any évent, she does not know
his present whereabouts. She further advised that she never knew
any of the occupants of the rooming house.

927
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Relative: JERRY RAYNES, Father

AT CLARENCE, MISSOURI

Mr. LIOYD SMITH, owner of the Smith Clothing
Company, and Mr. FLOYD SCHOONOVER, President of the Clarence
State Bank, advised SA JAMES A. DUFFEY on April 25, 1968,
that they were not acquainted with anyone named JAMES GERALD
RAY or JERRY RAYNES, and that to the extent of their knowledge,
no person by those names had resided in the Clarence, Missouri,
area for approximately the past twenty years.

22%
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RE: RAY RELATIVE -
JEKRY RAYNES, aka
Jerry Rayns
AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI° R .
Personnel, Military Persann@l Rec@rds Center, advised

IC GEORGE T, JENKINS, lay 1, 1968, that they were umable to
locate @r\idemtify 2 mnlitary servi@e record for JERRY RAYNES or

JERRY RAYNS, born November 24, 1899, Selma, California, and
reportedly a veteran of World War I,
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AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agent HOWARD G. SLACK based on a communication from the
Springfield Office of the FBI concerning relatives of JAMES
EARL RAY:

JACK RANDOLPH, owner of J & R Auto Sales, 5901 South
Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, advised on April 23, 1968, .
that JERRY RAYNES was an employee of his approximately eight
years ago as a salesman. RANDOLPH stated that RAYNES was employed
by his firm for approximately one year. He stated that RAYNES
was a peculiar individual who came to work and left when he
pleased and was engaged in selling ca¥s. RANDOLPH stated that
he was not aware that RAYNES had a son but did know that RAYNES
had a young daughter who he sometimes brought to work and left
in the car. RANDOLPH viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY
and stated he had never seemr this imndividual.

RANDOLPH stated he did not know RAYNES' address
while he worked for him and had no idea where RAYNES was now
although he had mentioned that he wanted to go to Acapulco,
Mexico.

The following neighborhood investigation was conducted
at 1915 Hickory:

The Reverend PATRICIA ANN JONES, Apartment #8, advised
that she has been living at that address for three months and
stated that she did not know any of the previous occupants.

She further advised that this address was a rooming house and
people frequently moved in and out and no one in the building
had been there longer than a year.

HELEN CREAMER, 1915 Hickory Street, stated that she had
resided at this address for sometime but had never heard of
LUCILLE RAY, LUCILLE RYAN, or LUCILLE BERNES. She stated this
is a tran51ent neighborhood and no one residing in that
neighborhood would have knowledge of previous occupants at
1913 Hickory.

A neighborhood investigation comducted at 1133 South
Tenth Street revealed that the only building in this block was
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Federhofer Truck Renting and Leasing Company, 1135 South
Tenth Street. Inquiries in the neighborhood revealed previous
buildings had been demolished.
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AT HANNIBAL, MISSOURI

RELATIVES

The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agent JAMES A, DUFFEY:

Mrs. LILLIAN HERMAN, Bureau of Vital Statistics, on
April 24, 1968, checked the death records for the years 1940
to 1958 for the name of JAMES GERALD RAY,

Mrs. HERMAN stated that there was no person by the
last name of RAY who died within the period mentioned above.
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LUCYLLE MARY RYAN - MOTHER
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LFC: 3ED
AT 8T, LOUIS, MISSOGRI
. JAMES EARL RAY - RELATIVES

Cn Apwil 32, 1958, Miss VERNA REEVES, Clerk, Bureau
of Vital Statistics, Room 10, M¥unicipal Bmxldimg, St. Louds,
Vissouri, advised Special Agent LOGLS ¥, CAPETO recowds of her
Offiece revealed the following information concerning the deathn
certificate of LUCILLE MARY RWANS

Name LUCKLILE YARY RYAN
Address 1913 Hickory, St. Louis,
Missouwri
Date of D=ath Jangary 25 1861
Place of Death §t. Louls Cith Hospltai #1L,
St L@uiﬁ, Hisseard
Sex Female
Race White
Marital Status Married
Date of Birth Apwil 27, 1999
Place of Birth Alton, Illinois
Nationality ‘ US4A
Occupation Souseworger
Fatber's Name JOMN MAHER
Mother's ifaiden Name MARY ¥IT2SIRONS
Nawme of Hosbanmd GERALLD Wy‘ﬂ
Cause of Death Hepatic comas
Laenner's cirrnosis
Informant CAROL RYAN, 1031 sutiger

Bhysician HULARY uam)w,, e Doy 1L3LH
Lafayette dvenuws, St.
Lowis, Missouwrid

Date Death Certificate

Signed January 28, L1961
Burial St. Fatrick's Cemeltery,
ﬁ@d:w@y Tewnship, ILlinols
Puneral Dilrectow THOMAS J, BURRKE, JR.,

Alton, ILliamois,

8 REFVES made available a photestatic copy of above
cate and advised it need not be returmed.

<
a4

4
death certif
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AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

RE: RAY RELATIVES

On April 21, 1968, HOMER TOWNSLEY advised SAs ROBERT
L. BENDER and EARL E, BROWN, a man named SMITH operates a
confectionary on Hickory Street about four houses west of
18th Street, north side, in a basement. This should be about
the address where RAY's mother lived on Hickory, and TOWNSLEY
felt SMITH should know the mother, whether or not she is dead,
and might possibly know RAY. ‘

On April 22, 1968, SA EARL E, BROWN determined that
SMITH is AUBREY SMITH, 1811 Hickory. SMITH said he is famil-
iar with newspaper publicity concerning this matter, and while
RAY may have been a customer, he does not remember him nor
his mother. He stated that the two best sources of informa-
tion in the neighborhood would be COLLEEN TURNBOUGH, 1902
Hickory, and SOPHIE MARTIN, 1917 Hickory.

Mrs. TURNBOUGH was interviewed and it was determined
she had previolsly been contacted on this matter by SA GEORGE
M. PEET, It was also determined SA PEET has contacted SOPHIE
MARTIN. During the contact with Mrs. TURNBOUGH, however, she
stated she knew LUCILLE RYAN was dead through Mrs. LLOYD
BIRDSONG, who now lives at 2929 Lafayette. Mrs. TURNBOUGH
said that she talked to LUCILLE only once, but that Mrs. BIRD-
SONG was a frequent visitor with LUCILLE,

On. April 25, 1968,. LLOYD BIRDSONG, 2929 Lafayette
Street, phone PR 3-4894, advised that his wife is out oftown,
but was expected to return during the day of April 25, 1968,
He stated that since the publicity on RAY has appeared he
has discussed this matter with his wife. He stated he had
no ‘independent recollection of RAY oxr his mother, as during
that time he worked nights and slept during the day, and thus
had little contact with his neighbors. He stated that his
wife was not well acquainted with LUCILLE RYAN, as RYAN had
a very bad reputation as a drunk and was simply not the type
anyone would befriend. Mrs. BIRDSONG told her husband that
RYAN was living with an older women believed to be RYAN's
mother¥. She was known as "Old Mary.'" BIRDSONG believes that
RYAN and her mother occupied the entire house and had no
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roomers, although he understands that numerous men came and
went there.

BIRDSONG was recontacted later in the day and said
that his wife's return had been delayed because of illness
in the family. She is visiting with Mrs. FLOYD HEADY, Fre~
dericktown, Missouri, phone STate 3-3104. BIRDSONG stated
he had discussed RAY with his wife when sheé called to tell
him she would not be returning om April 25, 1968, and she
had no information he had not already furnished. She told
her husband that she was not on friemdly terms with RAY's
mother because of her drinking.

BIRDSONG stated that the only persons still around
who lived in the neighborhood who might be able to furnish
information is a Mrs. TURNBOUGH, a Mrs. MARTIN, both of whom
still live on Hickory, and SMITH, the proprietor of a basement
confectionary on Hickory.

S
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JAMES EARL RAY
DEATH OF FRANKLIN RAY, BROTHER

AT HANNIBAL, MISSOURIX

The fellowing investigation was conducted by Special
Agent JAMES A. DUFFEY:

The Hannibal Courier=Post, accordimng to B, B. WATSON,
employee, on April 22, 1968, reported the death of FRANKLIN RAY
in an accident when his car ran off the west approach of the
Quincy Memorial Bridge and was drowned, October 1, 1963.
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1 RE: RAY RELATIVES
SL: 44-775
HCJ :klr

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agents ROBERT A, HESS and HARRY C., JUNG, at St. Louis, Missouri,
on April 22, 1968:

Mrs. FLOYD J. (ROSEMARY) SHIRLEY, JR., 2115 Edmond
Avenue, Wellston, Missouri, advised that she formerly resided
at 718 Shenandoah Street, St. Louis, Missouri, where she
became acquainted with CAROL and AL PEPPER, as neighbors.
This was approximately three years ago. She stated that she
is not related to either CAROL or AL,

Mrs. SHIRLEY stated that she visits telephonically
with CAROL on occasion but has not seen her since Christmas,
1967. ©She said that she had met CAROL's father, who now lives
somewhere in the vicinity of Troy, Missouri, and also met her
brother, JACK, who erates a bar on Arsenal at Indiana or
Illinois Streets, St. Louis, Missouri., She said she had never
heard CAROL mention any other relatives other than a brother
who was killed in an accident several years ago.

Mrs. SHIRLEY was exhibited photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY but stated that she had never seen this individual.
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On April 29, 1968, Mrs. MARY JEAN GOLLUBSKE,
714 Shenandoah, advised that she recalled ALBERT and CAROL
PEPPER who formerly resided at 712A Shenandoah for two
or three years and in approximately September 1967 when
they moved to Maplewood, Missouri. Mrs., GOLLUBSKE furnished
information corresponding to that previously furnished by
Mrs. ERNEST COOK. She did not recognize photographs of
subject JAMES EARL RAY stating she had no knowledge that
this person was ever a visitor of Mr. and Mrs. PEPPER. Mrs.
GOLLUBSKE also recalled that the older son of the PEPPERS
was actually named ALBERT but was called “"HUGHIE", which
was apparently a nickname, Mrs. GOLLUBSKE also recalled
that the school at which Mrs. PEPPER was apparently a volunteer
worker in the "Headstart" program was a Catholic school
located at 12th Street and Russell Avenue.

Both Mrs. COOK and Mrs. GOLLUBSKE stated they

did not recall Mr. and Mrs. PEPPER ever having made mention
of CAROL PEPPER's brother JAMES EARL RAY,
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Date __APTil 29, 1968

1.

Mrs. ALBERT @ (CAROL) PEPPER, age 27, of 2025 Bellevue,
advised interviewing Agents that she had been married to ALBERT S.
PEPPER for approximately six years. She stated she had mot seen
JAMES EARL RAY since some time prior to her marriage and that
her husband had never met her brother JAMES EARL RAY.

With reference to her brothers JOHN "JACK" RAY and
JERRY RAY she stated she had not seem either of these individuals
since they were visiting im St. Louis around Christmas, 1967.
She advised JERRY RAY resides in the vicinity of Chicago, Illinois,
and it is her understanding that JACK RAY is residing there also.

When questiomed concermning her father she stated that
her father, JERRY RAY, age about 59 years, is presently residing
on & farm he owns which is located im the vicimity of Hammibal,
Missouri. She denied knowing the exact location of this farm
stating she had never visited it. However, she had visited in
the general area near Hannibal some months ago at the time her
father was looking for a farm to purchase in that area. Accord-
ing to Mrs. PEPPER she is mormally im comtact with her father
approximately once a week at whichtime he calls her by tele-
phone, usually on Saturday morning. She denied having ever
made a telephone call to her father, JERRY RAY, stating that
she did not know his telephone number. When guestioned specif-
ically in this respect she stated she had not misplaced his
number but had never been in possession of his telephone number.
She advised that her father was retired, and that his omly
source of income was what he received from Social Security.

With respect to other members of the family Mrs. PEPPER
furnished the following inmformatioms:

SUSIE RAY, age 20, was raised by some unknown well-to-
do family residing in the vicinity of Quimncy, Illinois., Within
the past several months SUSIE was married to some uknown band
leader who works out of the vicinity of the Quincy, Illinois, area.

On 4/19/68 o _ Maplewood, Missouri File # SL 44-778
SA HARRY C. JUNG
by SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL CBB:?am Date dictated 4/25/68
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A sister, MELBA RAY, age 30 and single, resides some-
where in Quincy, Illinois, and has omn occasion been confined
in a hospital due to a mentally retarded conditiomn. She vol-
unteered the information that the last time she heard from
MELBA was at Christmas last year at which time she was in
jail in Quincy, Illinois.

According to Mrs. PEPPER another brother, FRANKLIN
"BUZZY" RAY was killed in an automobile accident which occurred
approximately four years ago om a bridge west of Quincy, Illinois.
She stated when she last saw JAMES EARL RAY he was with this
brother "BUZZY"” inm St. Louls approximately two or three years
prior to the death of "BUZZY" RAY.

With respect to her mother LUCILLE RYAN, Mrs. PEPPER
advised that she had died im the City Hospital at St. Louis
approximately seven years ago of complicatioms resulting from
sclerosis of the liver and heart trouble.

Mrs. PEPPER emphatically denied having any knowledge
or information whatever concerning the whereabouts of her
brother, JAMES EARL RAY. She was specifically advised of the
provisions of the harboring statute during the course of the
interview.
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1 Date April 26, 1968

CAROL P}:.PPER advised that she was visiting her father,
JERRY RAYNES, at Center Missouri. She stated she hadbeen born
at Ewing, I\II:Lss«'»ur‘:L9 on January 30, 1941, and that she had no
additional information.

. 4/20/68 ot Center, Missouri Eile # SL 44775

SA JAMES A. DUFFEY HRD:pjh 4/22/68

by Date dictated
WYz
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RE: RAY RELATIVER

Orn the morning of April 22, 1868, SAs F, JACK WILLIAMS
and BARL E, BROWN attempted to interview subject's sister,
CARCL PEPPER, at her residence, 2025 Bellvue, Maplewood.
She appeared at the door with two young children and refused
to admit agents to the house. She stated that she and her
hushand ave disgusted with the matter, that they are not sure
they are related to the subject, and that she will not discuss
the matter without her husband's consent and in his presence,
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Re: RAY RELATIVES

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURX

Information was received that subject’s sister, CAROL
PEPPER, was employed on "Operation Head Start” while residing
on Shenandoah Avenue, probably as a teacher at St. Joseph's
Church.

On April 29, 1968, Father SPIRO ANDREJANIC, St.
Joseph's Croatian Catholic Church, 2112 South Twelfth Street,
after checking his records, advised SA ALBERT J. RUSHING and
S48 EARL E, BROWN that ALBERT and CARCL PEPPER were not members
of his parish and had not been, and that he maintained no
record of teachers or other employees of a summer scheol
session he knew as "Operation Head Start'™. He stated that
if CARQL PEPPER was so employed a record might be maintained
at the Catholic Archdioscean Board of Education Office on
Lindell Boulevard.
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April 6, 1968

Date

Records of the Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company,
1731 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, reflect there is
a current checking account in the name of ALBERT or CAROL
PEPPER. The balance as of April 29, 1968, was $186.09.

This. account was opened April 3, 1967, with a
deposit of $209.08.

Prior to August 21, 1967, the balance was two figures
and low three figures with no deposit larger than the opening
deposit and the largest withdrawal being $164.75. On August 21,
1967, there was a déposit in the amount of $4628.78 and on
August 23, 1967, a check was written in the amount of $500. 00,

On-~ September 5, 1967, there was a deposit of $837.94 and on
September 6, 1967, a check was written in the amount of $3656.98.
On September 12, 1967, there was a deposit of $756.00 and on
September 14, 1967, a check was written in the amount of $1900.00,
On October 9, 1967, there was a deposit of $1056.71., '

Since October 9, 1967, no deposit was made larger
than a deposit of $460.35 made November 6, 1967. Since January 22,
1968, no check was written on this account larger than the
$195,.00 check written January 22, 1968,

With respect to the largest deposits as reflected
below in a check of the savings account of ALBERT and CAROL
PEPPER, the deposit on August 21, 1967, to the checking account
in the amount of $4628.78 coincides with a withdrawal in their
savings account of $4500.00., Deposit tickets for the checking
account for August 21, 1967, reflect that the $4628.78 deposit
was made up of $4500.00 transferred from a savings account,

a check in the amount of $105.37 and a check in the amount of
$23.41.

With respect to the deposit of $837.94 on September 5,
1967, this deposit consisted of $513.29 in cash, $200.00 in
cash, and a check in the amount of $124.60.

With respect to the deposit of $756.00 on September 12,
1967, this con51sted of a check in that amount.

Regardlng the deposit of October 9, 1967, in the
amount of $1056 71 this consisted of a cash depos1t of $1000 00

Y. X
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The other deposit of size noted above, November 6,
1967, in the amount of $460.35, is supported by deposit
tickets reflecting $100.00 in cash and checks in the amount
of $125.00, $87.07, $93.95, $6.67, $43.40, and $4.26.

Since January 1, 1968, the only checks written
on this checking account were six in January, one in February,
and two in March. Checks drawn on the account in April 1968,
(six in all) comnsisted of the following:

April 12, 1968, in the amount of $2.50 payable
to R, J. DEVEREUX;

April 16, 1968, $5.46 payable to Sealtest;

April 16, 1968, $3.00 payable to Cardimal Glennon
Hospital;

April 14, 1988, $6,50 (this check could not be
located to determlne payee),

April 14, 1968, $13.88 to Katz Drugs and
March 29, 1968, $105.20 to Manufacturers Bank,

An official of Manufacturers Bank stated that the
$105.20 check dated HMarch 29, 1968, payable to Manufacturers
Bank is for a payment on the PEPPER residence they are purchasing,

One of the large withdrawals from this checking
account listed above was a $500.00 check on August 23, 1967.
This was the date of posting and the check was actually drawn
on August 18, 1967, It was payable to Mercamtile Trust Company
and contalned a stamp indicating it had been processed by the
Real Estate Deparitment.

With respect to the check in the amount of $1900.00
noted above, which was posted on September 14, 1967, this check
was dated September 9, 1967, and payable to JERRY RAYNS and
contains a notation “purchase of 42 acres”., Itwas endorsed

S5D
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as of April 1, 1968, is $6080.77. This property is recorded
in Book 1052, Page 167, Daily number 132, St. Louis County
Court House. It is a first deed of trust. Seller to the
PEPPERS was Mercantile Trust Company, Real Estate Department.
Closing on this property was September 6, 1967, with a payment
in the amount of $3656.98.

The application for this loan was dated August 14,
1967, and signed by ALBERT PEPPER. The application reflects
that this is a five room house, the total selling price being
$10,500., At the time of the application ALBERT PEPPER resided
at 712A Shenandoah and was employed by Ace Construction Company -
New Market Hardware at $100.00 per week plus overtime. His
wife was employed by "Arch. Dietries" (Project Headstart) at
$50.00 a week. 'On thé application no liabilities were listed
and assets were a $5000,00 life insurance policy on the life
of ALBERT PEPPER with his.wife beneficiary; cash in a savings
account of $7256.43; a 1963 Plymouth valued at $800.00; and
furniture valued at $800.8%) or total assets of $8856.43.

Two chécking accounts were located in the name of
JOHN RAY both of which were closed as of April 30, 196&.

The F£ipwd account was opened November 3, 1966, with
a deposit of $339.12. At the time the account was opened
JOHN RAY listed his address as 1812 Lafayette. This was changed
to 712A Shenandoah and there was also a notation of an address
at 1822 North 21st Street.

Three deposits were made after the account was
opened ranging in amount from $48.00 to $68.18.

Eleven checks were drawn on this account ranging
in amount from $5.88 to $152,00., Reference shown at the time
the account was opened was JERRY RAYNS. This account was
closed on July 18, 1967.

JOHN RAY had a second checking account opened
August 30, 1967, with a deposit of $1300.00. He gave his

address as 1807 South 11th Street. There was the initial deposit
only, Fifteen checks were drawn on this account ranging from
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RE: RAY RELATIVES

On April 26, 1968, inquiry was made by SA ALBERT J.
RUSHING at the Liberty Loan Company, 4 Crestwood Executive
Center, Crestwood, Missouri, which was based on information
appearing in thé files of a credit agency in St. Louis,
Missouri, reflecting that anh inquiry had been received
by that credit agency on September 5, 1963, from Liberty

Loan Company (telephone VI 2-2100) concerning ALBERT B,
PEPPER, ‘

Mr. GENE GRIFFIN, Manager, advised that the above
is the correct telephone number for ‘the branch office of
Liberty Loan Company at the address set out above. After
checking all pertinent records Mr. GRIFFIN advised he could
locate no record of an active or closed account for ALBERT B,
PEPPER or CAROL PEPPER. He explained that if they had applied
for a loan in 1963 and their application had been rejected

no record would have been retained by the company after a
few months.
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Date __April 29, 1968

ot

ALBERT B, PEPPER, 2025 Bellevue, Maplewood, -
Missouri, advised upon interview that although he has been
married to his wife, CAROL PEPPER, for a period of approxi-
mately six years he has never met JAMES EARL RAY. He did
admit knowing his wife's brother JOHN "JACK" RAY, present
whereabouts unknown, and a brother JERRY RAY who resides
in the vicinity of Chicago, Illinois. He stated that the
last time he had heard of these individual was at Christmas
time 1967 at which time they visited briefly in the PEPPER
home in Maplewood, Missouri.

PEPPER was advised of the provisions of the harbor-
ing statute and emphatically denied any information whatever
which might be of value in trying to locate JAMES EARL RAY.

PEPPER advised that he and his wife were in the
process of purchasing their home at that address. He further
stated he was employed at the New Market Hardware in St. Louis
and the salary that he makes barely meets living expenses and
the amount necessary to make the payments om the home.

4/19/68 Maplewood, Missouri File #  SL 44-775
n at ile
SA HARRY C. JUNG
by __ SA CLETIS B, BIDEWELL  CRB:bam _  Date dictated — 4/25/68
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KND/pih
Wife's Maiden Name RYAN
Wife's Blrthplace ' Quincy, Illinois
Education - 2 years high school

McKinley High School, Missouri
anhd Russell, St. Louis, Missouri
i

Employment History . May 1957 - May 1959, CAL JANSEN
Waterproofing, terminated by rea-
son of being laid off;

June 1959 = July 1962, SMOOTS
Heating, installing furnaces;
Company went out of business;

August 1962 - August 1964,

WHITE Supply, 4343 Duncan, shipping
receiving and pack:ng, work got
slack.

Regarding information that PEPPER had allegedly seen
subject JAMES RAY since his escape from prison, MURRAY and HARRY
SCHNEIDER stated they had mo evidence to support this, #nd it was
merely an "impression” since PEPPER is very cl@se~m@uthed about
RAY,

Regarding information that PEPPER made a commént to an
employee named “FRED” that "his brother-in-law was arrested the
same day he (PEPPER) was arrested”, FRED NEY employee, New Market:
Hardware, stated he knows nothing further r@gardlng the statement
made by PEPPER, and PEPPER did not idemtify the brother-in-law.

NEY stated it was his impression that the arrest of PEPPER was made
by the Ninth District, St. Louis Police Department, and BSergeant
HACKETT may know more of that.

Above individuals were shown photographs from WF-442, but
each stated that person is unknown to them. Each stated that any
information regarding subject RAY or JOHN LARRY RAY which comes to
their attention, will be iwmmediately relayed to the FBI.
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AT ST. LOUIS, MI?SOURI

—

o

ALBERT PEPPER was contagted on the morning of April 22,
1968, by Special Agent ALBERT J. RUSHING and Special Agent HARRY
C. JUNG at the New Market Hardware Company, 4064 Laclede,
St Louis, ‘Missouri.

PEPPER said he did not want to talk with the.agents.
He said he had tried to be cooperative when he was interviewed
by FBI Agents at his home on the preceding Friday. He said he
had nothing more which he could tell the agents and that he did
not intend to cooperate any further. He said that he was at this
time about to begin his daily work and that he wanted to go on
. about his work and not be bothered any further. He said if he
continued to be bothered in connection with this investigation,
he might see a lawyer and see if something could be done about
it,

Inguiry was made by Special Agent RUSHING of PEPPER
as to whether he was aware of the importance and-significance
of the investigation to locate JAMES EARL RAY, a Federal fugitive,’
and PEPPER replied that he was aware of this., Special Agent
RUSHING advised PEPPER that there was a Federal Harboring Statute
which might be applicable if PEPPER should harbor this fugitive
or should withhold information concerning him. He replied he was
not concerned about this because he had already supplied all the
information he had at the time of a previous 1nterv1ew and that
he was not harboring a fugitive,
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she was wearing at the time. Mrs. S IRLEY, indicated %haf“she
had four chzldren, the youngest being not quite a monﬁHNOId
and that it was difficult for her to get downtown to ‘thé*
address given her by the police officer so that she céuld’”
prosecute. (It is to be noted that Mrs, SHIRLEY did no¥ kiow’
what prosecute meant and stated she did not know where to go
nor whether she would go down and sign any papers. She indi-
cated she had learned the identity of PRESLEY from his brother-
in-law who resides in the same building she is currently in).
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1

1 Date _May 2, 1968

ALBERT B, .PEPPER was ihterviewed at his place of employ=-
ment, the New Market Hardware, 4064 Laclede. PEPPER stated he had
mever seen subject RAY inasmuch as RAY was serving time in the
Missouri State Penitentiary at the time e married CAROL RAY,
smpmect's sister., He denied having any 1mformation whatsoever
concerning the present whéreabouts of Subject or having been -~
contacted either directly or indirectly by subject since his:
escape from .the Missourx State Pemitemtiary at Jdﬁerson City,
Missouri,

With respect to subject's brother, JERRY RAY, presently -
residing in Chicago, Illgmais, he stated he had not seenr JERRY
in a couple of months, When questxomed conceming the subject's
brother, JACK RAY, he stated he had not seen him in. approximaﬁely
oné month., He further stated he did pot mix with his wife 8 relatives
and her contact with them was her own’ busimess.

: When questi@ned specifically e©mcerming any communication
fr@m the Missouri, State’ Pemitentxary addressed to the Albert-J,"
Pepper Stationery CQmpany, 712a Shenandoah, St, Louis, Missouri,
PEPPER stated he and his-family formerly resided at that address
but he was not aware of, any mail addressed to_such a statiomery -
company., In discussing this matter, he admitted that his wife
might have receivéd such a commumicati@n but denied having any-
information comcernimg this. He memti@ned the possibility that
if such a letter had beem sent it very*well could have been stolen

_from the mailbox and hever received as they Mave had im the past
che@ks stolen from the mailbox,

- PEPPER Wa® asked if he would discuss this matter with his
wife CAROL and emdeaVOr to ‘detérmine whether or not She had éver
veceived any mail oF &ny: ‘money' mailed-to ‘her addressed to the Albert
J. Pepper Stationery Companmy, 712a Sh@mam@@ah, and he agreed to do
80, During the entire course of the imterview, PEPPER appeared
friendly, but obviously vmlumteered no imf@rmati@n whatsoever,

It was pointed out to PEPPER that this matter would
undoubtedly be discussed with him again at some future date and
he was apparemtly agreeable to this suggestiom.

. On ‘5/2/68 ot St. Louls, Misgouri File # _SLs 44=775

SA CLETIS B, BIDEWELL/mjb
by SA ROBERT S, STEWART

Date dgctqtod '5/2/68
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