
SI 44-561 •

LEADS; •

ST. LOUIS DIVISION

At La Grange, Missouri
Wil interview LAFAYETTE DILTS as set forth in 

enclosed airtil. ’ ■

' SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

At Quincy, Illinois

Wil interveew DIDRICK CLYDE HALL when located.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2
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PD36 (ReA 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5-25-68

Transmit the following in  ------ ;----------------------- —_~~—^i..^
. (Type in plaintext or code)

Via .„__.JJRTEL_ ____ AIRMAIL---------------- ,----- :--------(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -

SUBJECT:. MURKIN '

I

I 
I

I

—1 .
II

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re San Francisco airtel to Bureau dated 5-16-68, 
a copy of which is enclosed for St. Louis.

, On 5-22-68, 5-23-68, and 5-24-68, ORVILLE BURNETT, 
615 Jeffesson Street, Quincy, Iliinoif, advised SA ELYON H. 
DAVIS that DIDRICK CLYDE HALL, aka DIDRICK FRANKS, DITTY 
HALL, is a reUtive of his and normaaly -'resides at that 
address. HALL is an alcoholic and has been missing for several 
days. This is not unusual for HALL as he goes on extended 
drunks and will be gone from Quincy for several days at a 
time before returning.

On 5-22-68, and 5-23-68, efforts to locate LAFAYETTE 
DILTS in Quincy, Illinois, were unsucceesful as his whereabouts 
are unknown to the Quincy Police Department,- Credit .Bureau and 
other sources.

' On 5-24-68, SI 1586-C advised that LAFAYETTE DILTS, 
aka LAFE DILTS, is presently resting at La Grange, Missouri, 
and either works as a commmrcial freeman or operates a 
fish market in La Grange. DILTS has a girlfrVnid in La .

by the name of MAHALA LA MARR

. 3 - 
2 - 
2 -

_
EH):
(9)

Approved:

(44-38861) 
(44-1987)

(RM) 
(RM)

St. Louis (Enc. 1) (RM) 
Springfiedd (44-561) 
ras । '

SEARCHED... 
SIRIALIZID. 
INDEXED. 
FILED.™

Specia/ Agent in Charge
Sent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e--ast

SI 44-561

LEADS:

1 ST. LOUIS DIVISION

At La Grange, Missouri
Wil interveew LAFAYETTE DILTS as set forth in

. enclosed airtel. ■

SPRINGFILLD DIVISION •

At Quincy, Illinois 

Will interveew DIDRICK CLYDE HALL when located. 

ARMED AND .DANGEROUS.

-2-
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 A
MAY 1M2 COTTONi
GSAFPMR<41CFR)101-11.<

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT .

Memorandum
TO : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) date: 5/20/68

from : SA JOSEPH P. BENSON -P-

subject: MURK IN

Re Laundry Checks

On 4/9/68, the folOowing laundries were checked 
in Morgan County, -Illioois, re brand mark 02B-6 with negative 
results:

Wards Launderette'
JacksoonVUe, Ilinoois

Olson Cleaners
JacksoonVUe, Ilinoois

Howards Laundry.. .
JackssonVlle, Illnnois

44-56-566

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I

‘ FBI SPRNGFLD . ’

fbi St louis '

. 81SPM URGENT 5-23-68 JJR .

TO: DIRECTOR ; MEMPHIS ANDSPRINGFTEDD

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44’775) 3P

SPRINGFIELD SEE, BUAlRTEL MAY SIXTEEN LAST FOR GAWRON ALLEGATIONS '

OF RAY BR PARTICIPATION SIXTY SEVEN. '

GAWRON REINTERVTEWED LATE LAST NIGHT. REVEALED LOCATION OF

SANK ROBBED TO BE ALTON* ILL., AND IDENTITY OF UN NAMED MAN WHO 
* I k

ALLEGEDLY TOLD HIM HE AND RAY ROBBED SAME AS JIMMIE LNu LAST

SAW JIMMIE WITH MAN PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN TO HIM NAyED-JOHNNY LN|! 

WKEN THEY VISTTED HIM NIGHTS OF MAY THIRTEEN ANDFOnRTTEN LACT.

. EX CONS JOH^PAUtVELANTLAND JAMES H. CARPENTER FRI NUMBER, TWO 

THRTE ZERO.TWO FOUR three, all known to have visited GAWRON those

DATES.

SL FILES INDICATE BANK OF ALTON, ALTON, ILL-, ROBBED BY TWO

UNSUBS, JULY THIRTEEN SIXTY SEVEN, SEF BUFILE NINE

END PAGE ONE

SEACHEDU 
SERIAUED£L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO ’ , . ,

SL 44-77 5 ' ' ■
. __ _ ’ _________
■ SEVEN FOUR NINE.. FOUR, SPRINGFIELD FILE NINE ONE DASH THREE SIX

NINE NINE. DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER TWO MAN COuiLD FIT RAY- DESCRIPT­

ION NUMBER ONE MAN DOES NOT FIT CARPENTER WHO IS FIVE FEET 

EIGHT, ONE FORTY LBS, SLENDER. ' - •

SL CITY,JAIL RECORD ESTABLISHED CARPENTER IN,CITY JAIL, sL, FrOM . 

JUNE FIVE: SIXTY SEVEN TO MARCH ONE SIXTY EIGHT- COuLD THEREFORE ' 

NOT HAVE PARTICIPTTDD IN BR, OR HAVE CONTACTED GAWrON As CLAIMED 

IN SIXTY SEVEN. , •

GAWRON LED AGENTS- TO ABOVE BANK- IDENTIF^D It AS ONE HE 

AND RAY HAD CASED IN FIFTY NINE. MO PLANNED WAS SUBSTANTIALLY 

_SAMd USED IN ACTUAL BR. SAID HAD.DELIBERATELY MISLED iA’i As 

TO AMOUNT OF LOOT AND LOCATION TO GAIN TIME TO BE SURE HE WOjLD 

BE IN CLEAR. HE AND RAY PLANNED TO STAY WItH WEEK FOOD SUPPLy

. AT ROOMING HOUSE IN ALTON WHICK HE DESCR^D AND LED SA'S tG .
\( 2 o 9 - 4th s-A 1

AT ONE JWO ZERO NINE FOURTH'STRTET. 1 .

FND PAGE TWO '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

3- 44-775

4^^ 
-432 // / y

IN VIEW OF ABOVE,ZGawRON BEING CONSIDERED KNOWN InDEIiARUtY.
OTHER OFFICES REEVING REFERENCED AlRTEL ^En/a/iSED BY AlRTEL.' 

re jerry raynes, John larry ray/ carol pepper/ , 1 ’
' ^«MMnwiTri/i;;i|, i£Z2S35EST*» > ’

SOURCE'S AND SPOT CHECKS^INDICaTEmSGnIFIA^^ ACflVlTY.

RF JUDGE JOHN C. CASEY , 1

JUDGE CASFY NOT AVAILABLE THIS EVENING. WILL BE CONTACTED 

PRIOR TO TIME COURT IN SESSION TOMORROW.. \

- EFFORTS TO LOCATE FELLOW PRISONERS, TOLL CALL AND'LOOK ALIKE 

RESOLUTIONS CONTINUING. .

SUBJECT. ARMED AND DANGEROUS - ?

CORR PG 1 LIE 10 WD 6 SHOULD rEaD ARE . ■ /

END. . ' - *

JRP . ' . >

FBI SPRNGFLD " , .

TU P ,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



\

FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI ST LOUIS '

815PM URGENT 5-23-68 JJR .

. TOS DIRECTOR ; MEMPHIS AND SPRlNGFEELD

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 3P

MJRKIN - SUMMARY ' ,

RE JOHN EUGENE GAWRON.

SPRINGFIELD" SEE BUAIRTEL MAY SIXTEEN LAST FOR GAWRON ALLEGATION 

OF RAY BR PARTICIPATE SIXTY SEVEN. ‘

GAWRON RE.INTERVEEWDD LAtF LAST NIGHT* REVEALED LOCATION OF - 

BANK ROBBED TO BE ALTON# ILL.# AND IDENTITY OF UN NAMED MAN WHO 

ALLEGEDLY TOLD HIM HE AND RAY ROBRED SAME As JIMMIE LNU* LAST 

SAW JIMMIE WITH MAN PREVIOUSLYUNKNOWN TO HIM NAMED JOHNNY LNu 

WHEN THEY VISITED HIM NIGHTS OF MAY THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN LAST. 

FX CONS JOHNPAUL VELANTrAND JAMES H. CARPENTER FBI NUMBER TWO 

THREE ZERO TWO FOUR THREE, ALL KNOWN TO HAVE VISITED GAWrON THOSf‘ 

DATES. . (

SL FILES INDICATE BANK OF ALTON, ALTON, ILL., ROBRED BY TWO

UNSUBS, JULY THIRTEEN SIXTY SEVEN, SEE RUFlLE NINF ONE DAsH TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

St. 44-775 , ,

SEVEN FOUR NINE FOUR, SPRINGFIELD FILF NINE ONE DASH THREE SIX 

NINE NINE. DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER TWO MAN COuLD FIt RAY. DESCRIPT­

ION NUMBER ONE MAN DOES NOT,,FIT CARPENTER? WHO IS FIVE FEET 

EIGHT, ONE FORTY LBS,' SLENDER.

sl city jail record established CARPENTER in city jail, sL, FROM 

JUNE five sixty seven to march one sixty eight. COuLD therefore 

NOT HAVE PARTICJATEED IN BR» O^ HAVE CONTACTED GAWRON AS CLAIMED 

IN SIXTY SEVFN. *

, GAWRON LED AGENTS TO ABOVE BANK. IDENTIFIED IT AS ONE HF 

AND RAY HAD CASED IN FIFTY NINE. MO PLANNED WAS SUBSTANTIALLY 

SAME USED IN ACTUAL RR.' SAID HAD DELIBERATELY MISLED SA'S As 

TO AMOUNT OF LOOT AND LOCATION TO GAIN TIME TO BE SURF HF WOuLD 

BF IN clear, he and ray planned TO stay with WEEK FOOD SUPPLy 

AT ROOMING HOUSE IN ALTON WHICH HF DESCRIBED AND LED SA*S TO 

AT ONE TWO ZERO NINE FOURTH STREET.

END PAGE TWO ' -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE

SL 44-775 '

IN VIEW OF ABOVE* GAWRON REING CONSUMED KNOWN UNrEMARUtY- 
OTHER OFFICES RECEIVING REFERENCED AIRtFL PFING ADVISED RY AIRtFL* 
re jerry raynes, JOHN larry ray, carol pfpper. 

sources and spot checks indicate no significant activity* 
RF JUDGE JOHN, C. CASEY '

JUDGF CASEY NOT AVAILABLE THIS EVENING* WILL RF CONTACTED 

prior to time court in session tomorrow* 

ffforts to locate fellow prisoners, toll, call and look alike 
RESOLUTIONS CONTINUING* 

SUBJECT armed AND DANGEROUS 

CORR PG 1 LINE 10 WD 6 SHOULD READ ARE 

END. 

JRP 

fri sprngfld ’

Tu p
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FBI .SPRNGFLD -

FBI. WASH DC

53APM IMMEDIATE 5-24^68 BJP

TO MEMPHIS 44-1987 CHICAGO 44-1114 SPRINGFIELD ST* LOuIS 44-775

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 1P •

MJRKIN. . . ' !

RE ST. LOUIS TFE INSTANT DATE* , .

BUREAU OFFICES ARE, TO MAKE NO COMMENT WHATSOEVER

REGARDING ANY ORDER ISSUED RY JUDGE CASFY AND TO MAKE NO

PRESS RELEASE OR URGE ANY PRESSS RELEASE CONCERNING 

ORDER ISSUED BY JUDGE CASFY. '

NO PROMISES ARE TO BE MADE TO SUBJECT^ RELATIVES

THAT SUBJECT MAY HAVF CONVICTION REVERSED OR THAT HF ' ,

"HAS GOOD CHANCE OF BEATING KING RAp.”

END ’ ' ' • '

MAL , .

FBI SPRNGFLD J

SEARm^/^RDa®^-
S£RyEjZmIKf^EHi^/®*■

MAY 241968
FBI—PPRIGGHELD ’
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FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI WASH' DC r

534PM IMMEDIATE -5-24-68 BJP ' -

TO MEMPHIS 44-1987 CHICAGO 44-1114 SPRW1LDD ST* LOUIS 44-775

FROM DIRECTOR 44-G^8M 1P ■ •

M1RKIN. -

, RE ST. LOUIS TEL INSTANT DATE*

BUREAU OFFICES ARE TO MAKE NQ COMMENT WHATSOEVER

REGARDING ANY ORDER ISSUED BY JUDGE CASEY AND TO MAKE NO

PRESS RELEASE OR URGE ANY PRESS RELEASE CONCERNING

ORDER ISSUED BY JUDGE CASFY. . *

NO PROMISES ARE TO BE MADE TO SUBJECTS RELATIVES

THAT subject MAY HAVE CONVICTION reversed OR that HE 

’HAS GOOD CHANCE OF BEATING KING RAP.*’ ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTiONM. FORM NO. 10
« MAY 1962 EDITOR

7 GSA FPMR<41CFR> 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO FILE (44-561) date: 5-24-68

FROM SAC

subject: MURKIN

Re St. Louis teleyype to Springfield, 5-23-68, and
airtel loom the Director dated 5-16-68, both concernnng JOHN 
EUGENE GAWRON.

At 3:15 p.m., this date, Section Chief CLEMENT
MC GOWAN telephrically instruceed that in view of refeeenced 
commnncations that the file and iivestigatir of’’UNSUBS (2); 
BANK OF ALTON, ALTON, ILLINOIS, 7-13-67, BR", SI file 91-3699 
must be thoroughly reveewed and completely checked ont -to 
determine if RAY is identical with one of the unknown subjects 
in t;he Bank of Alton robbery.

According to MC GOWAN, GAWRON told St. Louis Agents
that he, GAWRON,' had lieed with RAY’s mother in commonlaw and 
t;hat he and RAY had cased t;he bank as early as 1959. GAWRON 
advised agents the reason they did not attempt t:o rob was 
because,, he, GATOON, had hurt his leg. MC GOWAN noted t;hat the 
Alton bank robbery occurred July 13, 1967, and it was determined 
that RAY was in Monnreal, Canada, on July 18, 1967.

MC GOWAN speeifically advised t:hat determination should
be made as to t;he denominations of the bills taken in the Alton 
bank robbery, speelficalyy determine if there was a great number 
of $20 bills.

Also any laundry mark clothing obtained in the Alton
bank robbery should be considered in connection with laundry 
marks in the MURKIN investigator.

MC GOWAN noted that hair specmrnens in the Alton bank
robbery had been returned to Springfiedd by the FBI Lab and 
that these specmmens in the Alton bank robbery should be forwarded 
to the Lab with iistructions for Memphis to return Caucasian 
hairs obtanned in the MURKIN investigator for comparison with 
those obtanned in the Alton bank robbery, s
®- 44-561 

1 - 91-3699 
TC:VLS 
(3)

SEARCHED 
SERiAUEDt

W1C-10O#
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on th Payroll Saving^s Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

MC GOWAN said that photographs of any of RAY"s 
associates available should be displayed in an effort to 
determine if they were involved in the Alton bank robbery. 
If possible, informatinn should be obtained concerning bank 
robbery suspects during that period who subsequently went to 
Canada..

MC GOWAN advised that after reviewing the Bank of 
Alton bank robbery file at the Bureau there appeared to be 
very many poosiiilities of developnng information concerning 
RAY. He noted that it had not been determined where RAY had 
obtanned t;he vast stums of moneyhhe apparently spent.

MC GOWAN insisted that this matter be examined 
and investigaedd in depth to determine speeificllly if RAY 
had anything to do with the Alton bank robbery.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FILE (44-561) 5-24-68

SAC

MARCIN

Re St. Louis teletype to Springfield, 5-23-68, and 
airtel foom the Director dated 5-16-68, both concerning JOHN 
EUGENE GAWWON.

At 3:15 p.m., this date, Section Chief CLEMENT 
MC GOWAN telephonically instrrnced that in view of refeeenced 
comuuicatoons that the file and investigatinn of"UNSUBS (2) j 
BANK OF ALTON, ALTON, ILLINOIS, 7-13-67, BR% SI file 91-31699 
must be thoroughly reviewed and competent checked out to 
determine if RAY is identical with one of the unknown subjects 
in the Bank of Alton robbery.

According to MC GOWAN, GAWRON Hold St. Louis Agents 
that he, GAWRON, had IVeed with RAY's mother in couuonlae and 
that he and RAY had cased the bank as early as 1959. GAWRON 
advised agents the reason -they did not attempt to rob was 
because, he, GAWRON, had hurt his leg. MC GOWAN noted that the 
Alton bank robbery occurred July 13, 1967, and it was determine 
that RAY was in Moonrea., Canada, on July'18, 1967,

MC GOWAN speficaiyy advised that determination should 
be made as to the denominations of the bills taken in the Alton 
bank .robbery, speeificalty determine if there was a great number 
of $20 bills.

Also any laundry mark clothnif obtained in the Alton 
bank robbery should be considered in connection with laundry 
marks in the MURCIN investigation.

MC GOWAN noted that hair specimens m the Alton bank 
robbery had been returned to Springfiedd by the FBI Lab and 
that these specimens -in the Alton bank robbery should be fowwarded 
to the Lab with instructions for Memphis to return Caucasian 
hairs obtaiLned in the MURCIN investigation flor cimuprisin with 
those obtained in the Alton bank robbery.
2- 44-561

1 - 91-3699 
TC:VLS 
(3)

SEARCHED .UUNCCXfiM... '

SK^AL(EE0 J^HfD ac 
MATT4196S

FB I^SPRINGHELQ
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SI 44-561

MC GOWAN said that photographs of any of RAY*s 
associates available should be displayed in an effort to 
determine if they were involved in the Alton bank robbery,. 
Impossible, information should be obtained concerning bank 
robbery suspects during that period who subsequently went to 
Canada, .

, , MC GOWAN advised that after reviewing the Bank ^f
Alton bank robbery file at the Bureau there appeared to be 
very many poosibilitees of developing infomation concerning 
RAY, He noted that it had not been determined where RAY had 
obtained the vast sums of money.the apparently spent.

MC GOWAN insisted that this mutter be examined 
and investigated in depth to determine speeifically if RAY 
had anything to do with the Alton bank robbery,

- 2 -
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

Radio □ Teletype

URGENT 5-22-68

to: all field divisions

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURKIN.

, INASMUCH AS RAY IS KNOWN TO STAY AT "FLOPHOUSES" AND LOWER

CLASS ROOMING HOUSES, ALL OFFICES WILL FURNISH COPY OF IDENTIFICATION 

ORDER REGARDING RAY TO SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE TYPE 

MISSIONS.

ALL OFFICES COVERING STATE CAPITALS, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, 

. WILL AT DRIVERS LCCENSE BUREAUS CHECK ALL DRIVERS LCCENSE APPLI- 

l CATIONS FOR MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY, 1968, CONCERNING ALL MALE 

I CAUCASIANS OVER THIRTY YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER FIFTYFIVE YEARS, 
( ’ IN VIEW OF FACT IT IS POSSIBLE SUBJECT SECURED DRIVERS LCCENSE USING 

ANOTHER NAME OTHER THAN ALIASES KNOWN. AS RESULT OF REVIEWING THESE 

APPLICATIONS, YOU SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETER­

* MINE IF ANY SUCH INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

armed and dangerous

lATT iNinAiLst

If the inteliigence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau,, it 'is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems:. _.. /

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

ra Radio □ Teletype

URGENT 5-22-68 '

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURKIO.

INASMUCH AS RAY IS KNOWN TO STAY AT "FLOPHOUSES” AND LOWER 

CLASS ROOMING HOUSES,, ALL OFFICES WILL FURNISH COPY OF IDENTIFICATION 

ORDER REGARDING RAY TO SALVATO0N ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE TYPE 

MISSIONS.

ALL OFFICES COVERING STATE CAPITALS, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, 

WlLL AT DRIVERS LI CENSE BUREAUS CHECK ALL DR IVERS LI CENSE APPLI- 

CATIONS FOR MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY, 1968, CONCERNING ALL MALE 

CAUCASIANS OVER THIRTY YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER FIFTYFIVE YEARS, 

in view of Fact it is possible subject secured drivers license using 

ANOTHER NAME OTHER THAN ALIASES KNOWN AS RESULT OF REVIEWING THESE 

APPLICATIOSS, YOU SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETER­

MINE IF ANY SUCH INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BRadio Teletype

URGENT 5-22-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR ,

MILKIN.

I . INASMUCH AS RAY IS KOIOWN TO STAY AT "FLOPHOUSES” AND LOWER

CLASS ROOMING HOUSES, ALL OFFICES WILL FURNISH COPY OF IDEOTIFCCATION 

ORDER REGARDING RAY TO SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE TYPE

| MISSIONS.

ALL OFFICES COVERING STATE CAPITALS, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, 

. WILL AT DRIVERS LCCENSE BUREAUS CHECK ALL DRIVERS LCCENSE APPLI- 

H CATIONS FOR MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY, 1$68, CONCERNING ALL MALE 

I I CAUCASIANS OVER THIRTY YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER FIFTYFIVE YEARS, 

' IN VIEW OF FACT IT IS POSSIBLE SUBJECT SECURED DRIVERS LCCENSE USING 

■ another name other than aliases known. as result of reviewing these

APPLICATIONS, YOU SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETER-

MINE IF ANY SUCH INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT

(2)
WCM

SEARCO- 
SERI/LUZS>,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

DLBif the intelligence contained in the above message is to be A 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptogrp>hcc systems:.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



a
f’

URGENT 5-24-68 ri

TO: D I RECTOR, MEMPHI S, SPRI NGF! ELD, AND CH ICAGO / ft
.FROM: ST. LOUIS o

MURKIN
g is j

een
FOR INFO OF CHICAGO AND SPRINGFIELD, PRIOR TO ESCAPE, SUBJECT

FILED MOTION TO. VACATE. JUDGEMENT AND SENTENCE IN '59 KROGER ARMED

ROBBERY WHICH RESULTED IN MSP IMPRISONMENT. MOTION STILL PENDING * X

BEFORE SL CIRCUIT JUDGE JOHN C. CASEY, WHO, SHORTLY AFT'ER 10 A.M.

THIS DATE INTENDS TO ENTER PUBLIC ORDER DIRECTIGG SUBJECT TO APPEAR - -^ 

AND PROSECUTE MOTION BY JUNE 3 OR FACE DISMISSAL. WILL STA1TE FROM T

BENCH MOTION APPEARS GOOD, IF PROPERLY PRESENTED AND PURSUED. HAS a.,

• CONFIDENTIALYY ADVISED CONVICTOON WOULD BE VACATED IN LIGHT OF 

MIRANDA AND RECENT DECISIONS. . ’ .

CASEY DESIRES MAXIMUMjnJBLICITY ON THEORY THAT SUBJECT,' IF 

ALIVE, MAY REALIZE HE CAN BEAT ARMED ROBBERY RAP, DECIDE HE HAS

GOOD CHANCE, OF BEATING KING RAP BEFORE SOUTHERN JURY AND GIVE SELF

UP. . X

IF
c

SUBJECT’S RELATIVES ARE'MADE AWARE OF POSSIBILITIES AND IF

If the intelligence contained in the above message/isto be dlsirnlMtrd outside the Bureau, 
paraphrased |n order to protect the Bureau’s crypto peptic systems. > / X?

(4

SlEKCHHWZzffi&Wl* 

SERWJWLED^ 

. MAY*2^68

l_ SPRINGFIELD,.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD.M4 (Rev.e-2$.$5)
4 '

DECODED COPY

i @ Radio . □ Teletype

THEY ARE AWARE OF SUBJECT'S WHEREABOUTS, OR ARE IN CONTACT WITH 

HIM, THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS MIGHT BE DECIDING FACTOR IN HIS DECISION 

TO GIVE SELF UP. RELATIVES IN SL TERRITORY BEING CONTACTED WITH 

THIS INFO TODAY. ■

- SUGGESTED OFFICES COVERTS OTHER RELATIVES DO LIKEWISE.

J SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

I (2) ’
' WCM .

If the ntellieeicce contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Burecut, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in °rder to protect fa Bureau's cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD*2$0 (Rev. 8-28*5$)

URGENT 5-24.-68 .

TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO z}

FROM: ST. LOUIS , ' /L(A

. MURKIN.

FOR INFO OF CHICAGO AND SPRINGFIELD, PRIOR TO ESCAPE,, SUBJECT \

FILED MOTION TO VACATE JUDGEMENT AND SENTENCE IN '59 KROGER ARMED \

ROBBERY WHICH RESULTED IN MSP IMPRISONMENT. MOTION STILL PENDING 's 

BEFORE SL CIRCUIT JUDGE JOHN C. CASEY, WHO, SHORTLY AFTER 10 A.M. " 

THIS DATE INTENDS TO ENTER PUBLIC ORDER DIRECTING SUBJECT TO APPEAR 

AND PROSECUTE 'MOTION BY JUNE 3 OR FACE DISMISSAL. WILL STATE FROM " 

BENCH MOTION APPEARS GOOD, IF PROPERLY PRESENTED AND PURSUED*. HAS 

CONFIDENTIALYY ADVISED CONVICTOON WOULD BE VACATED IN LIGHT OF

MIRANDA AND RECENT DECISIONS. , ■ . ’

, CASEY DESIRES MAXIMUM PUBLICITY ON THEORY THAT SUBJECT, IF 

ALIVE, MAY REALIZE HE CAN BEAT ARMED ROBBERY RAP, DECIDE HE HAS 

GOOD CHANCE OF BEATNNG KING RAP BEFORE SOUTHERN JURY AND GIVE SELF 

UP* '

IF SUBJECTS RELATIVES AREJ MADE AWARE OF POSSIBILITIES AND IF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev.«-28-58)

DECODED COPY

, EX3 Radio □Teletype

- THEY ARE AWARE OF SUBJECT'S WHEREABOUTS, OR ARE IN CONTACT WITH

’ HIM, THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS MIGHT BE DECIDING FACTOR IN HIS DECISION

I TO GIVE SELF UP. RELATIVES IN SL TERRITORY BEING CONTACTED WITH 

J THIS INFO TODAY.

[ SUGGESTED OFFICES COVERING OTHER RELATIVES DO LIKEWISE.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. .

‘ (2)
WCM

fheZ^&nce.con^^ in the above message is to be dissemiisSed outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptogycprhie systems:.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280/ (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

URGENT 5-24-68
TO

FROM:

□ Teletype

DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, SPRINGFIEDD, AND CHCCAGO

ST. LOUIS

MURKIN

FOR INFO OF CHICAGO AND SPRINGFIELD, PRIOR TO ESCAPE

FILED MOTION TO VACATE JUDGEMENT AND SENTENCE IN '59 KROGER ARMED

ROBBERY WHICH RESULTED IN MSP IMPRISONMENT. MOTION STILL PENDING -^ 

BEFORE SL CIRCUIT JUDGE JOHN C. CASEY, WHO, SHORTLY AFTER 10 A.M. ” 

THIS DATE INTENDS TO ENTER PUBLIC ORDER DIRECTING SUBJECT TO APPEAR 

AND PROSECUTE MOTION BY JUNE 3 OR FACE DISMISSAL. WILL STATE FROM 

BENCH MOTION APPEARS GOOD, IF PROPERL. Y PRESENTED AND PURSUED. HAS 

CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED CONVICTOON WOUL.D BE VACATED IN'LIGHT OF

MIRANDA AND RECENT DECISIONS.

CASEY DESIRE:S MAXIMUM PUBLICITY ON THEORY THAT SUBJECT, IF

ALIVE, MAY REALIZE’HE CAN BEAT ARMED ROBBERY RAP, DECIDE HE HAS

GOOD CHANCE OF BEATING KING RAP BEFORE SOUTHERN JURY AND GIVE SELF
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DECODED COPY

XXX Radio a Teletype

THEY ARE AWARE OF SUBJECT’S WHEREABOUTS,, OR ARE IN CONTACT WITH 

HIM, THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS MIGHT BE DECIDING FACTOR IN HIS DECISION 

TO GIVE SELF UP. RELATIVES IN SL TERRITORY BEING CONTACTED WITH 

INFO TODAY. 

SUGGESTED OFFICE:’ COVERING OTHER RELATIVES DO LIKEWISE. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

THIS

(2)
WCM

If the intelligence contained in the above.message, is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that.it be. suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic systemi.
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I

DECODED COPY

XXX Radio □ Teletype

URGENT 5-24-68
TO: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM: ST. LOUIS

MURKIN.

FOR INFO OF CHCCAGO AND SPRINGFIELD, PRIOR TO ESCAPE, SUBJECT 

FILED MOTION TO VACATE JUDGEMENT AND SENTENCE IN *59 KROGER ARMED 

ROBBERY WHICH RESULTED IN MSP IMPRISONMENT. MOTON STILL PENDING 

BEFORE SL CIRCUIT JUDGE JOHN C. CASEY, WHO, SHORTL.Y AFTER 10 A.M. 

THIS DATE INTENDS,TO ENTER PUBLIC ORDER DIRECTIGG SUBJECT TO APPEAR 

AND PROSECUTE MOTION BY JUNE 3 OR FACE DISMISSAL. WILL STATE FROM 

BENCH MOTION APPEARS GOOD, IF PROPERLY PRESENTED AND PURSUED. HAS 

CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED CONVICTION WOULD BE VACATED IN LIGHT OF 

MIRANDA AND RECENT DECISIONS.

CASEY 'DESIRES MAXIMUM PUBLICITY ON THEORY THAT SUBJECT, IF 

ALIVE, MAY REALIZE HE CAN BEAT ARMED ROBBERY RAP, DECIDE HE HAS 

GOOD CHANCE OF BEATNNG KNG RAP BEFORE SOUTHERN JURY AND GIVE SELF 

UP.

p IF .SUBJECT’S RELATIVES ARE MADE AWARE OF POSSIBILITIES AND IF^ 
IsEARCSIT/^^ 
sERAmd/CC^

• MAmi968

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the'Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
poraphrrised in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems:, , . , t ’ __
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“DECODED COPY

XXX Radio □ Teletype

THEY ARE AWARE OF SUBJECTS WHEREABOUTS, OR ARE IN CONTACT WITH 

HIM, THEIR RECOMMENDATIONS MIGHT BE DECIDING FACTOR IN HIS DECISION 

tO^IVE SELF UP. RELATIVES IN SL TERRITORY BEING CONTACTED WITH 

THIS INFO TODAY.

SUGGESTED OFFICES COVERING OTHER RELATIVES DO LIKEWISE.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

be' (2) "
WCM

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminatdd outside the Bureau, it'is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect, the Bureau’s cryptographic, systems.
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FBI • ,

, Date: May 21, 1968
Transmit the following in 

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _ Airtel______________ _____________________________________
(Priority)

To: 

for. 

‘ MURKIN

All SACs
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

Director, FBI (44-38861)

For your information and investigatiee 
assistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to 
consort with prostitutes and "street bums.” A photograph 
of subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico. 
This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was 
previously forwarded to your office'.

This should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and 
prostitutes in covering leads in connect^n with this 
and other cases.

Armed and dangerous.
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via Airtel

To:

1 From:

FBI

Date: May 21, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa

Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

For your informatoon and investigate 
assistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to 
consort with prostitutes and "street bums.” A photograph 
of subject was obtanned from a prostitute in Mexico. 
This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was 
previously forwarded to your office.

This should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and 
prostitutes in covering leads in connection with tbis 
and other cases.

. -14- XEROX 
COPIES MADE

Armed and dangerous

Sent Vila M

INDEXED 
OLED,

FBi

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Copies to Offices Checked)

TO: SAC,

Routing Sip 
0-?i(Rev. 3-31-67)

□ Albany 
A Ibuguergue

fj Anchorage 
CT At lanta 
CT Baltimore

Blrmnnghatn
CT Baslon 
n Buffalo 
CT Butte 
(CT Charlotte 

Chicago 
Cincinnati

CT Cleveland

f“1 Houston CT New York City CT Taapo
CT Indianapolis CT Norfolk CT Washington Field
(CT Jackatm (CT Oklahoma City QQuantl«
CT. JalkiOtvIlk CT Omaha 1
CT Kansas City CT PhHadeiphla TO LEGATi
CT Knoxville CT Phoenix • CT Bern
CT Las Vegas CT PiUsburgh CT Batn
(CT Little Rock (CT Portland (CT Buetae Aires
CT Los Angeles CT Richmond CT Hong Kong
(CT Louisville (CT St. Louis □ London .
CT Memphis CT Salt Lake City CT Manila
CT Miami (CTSan Antonno (CT Mexico, D.F.
CT Milwaukee CT San Diego CT Onawa

CT Columbia
□ Dallas 
CT Denver
CT Detroit 
CT E1Paso 
CT Honolulu

□ Minn.tapolie Q San Fraociico (CT Paris
(CT Mobie QSanJuan (CT Rose*
r] Newark CT Savannah (CT Santo Domingo
CT New Haven CT SeatHe CT Tokyo
□ New Oceans (XJSprltgfleld

, Date 5-22-68 .
re MURKIN

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

RetenUon   For approprlaee
CT For tnlormatlon Q optional Q actlon,._____

^ l^affHum 
SERIALIZE©./^

CT Surep, by.

CT The enclosed Is Cor your Information. If vs 
all sources, □ paraphrase contents.

Q Endosed are corrected pages from report o 
’ dated

Remorks: ReBulet 5-20-68

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of 
the sources of the reward money offered in the Murkin case, 
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac­
cording to a compilation set forth in the April 27th edition 
of the "Commercial Appeal," Memphis), Tennessee, 
$25,000 each has been offered by the "Commercial'Appeal" 
and Scripps-Howard newspapers and that in addiHon, 
businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several 
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under­
written the reward up to a total of $100,000.

Bufie ,i ' A
UrCHe - ,Z * U
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* V. 3-8-67)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REFERENCES: Report of SA HENRY A. SNOW at Birmingham,
dated 4/17/68, and numerous coMnunicatOoss 
and reports.

REPORIIGG OFFICE

B:R1MIENGSAM

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MEMPHIS

DATE

5/20/68
INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

4/17/68 - 5/17/68
TITLE OF CASE ;

JAMES EARL RAY, aka - 
FUGITIVE
IO #4182
WF #442-A
TOP TEN FUGITIVE; ,
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - 
VICTIM

REPORT MADE BY

SA HENRY A. SNOW

TYPED BY

cap
CHARACTRR OF CASE

CR - CONSPIRACY; UFAC - ROBBERY

- P -

BBMINGIMM:

AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA :

Will continue efforts to locate fugitive RAY.

APPROVE©

_ ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ACQUIT­
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:
PENDIGG OVER ONE YEAR CJyES j^NO 
PENDING PROSECUTINN

OVER SIX months Dyes EJno

CONVIC AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERISS

COPIESMAOE1
SEARCHED,.
SERIAL lEDf

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

4 - Bureau (44-38W1)
2 - Atlanta (44-2386) .1 - Chicago (Info)(44-1114) ’ - Kansas City (Info)(44-760)

- Los Angeles (Info)(44-1574- MemphisTe-USA. Memphis, H _ - Newark (Info)(44-851P , 1 - New Orleans. Info)(157-106

1
1 
3 
1

Ming Bimingham)
Notations

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELO

SPRINGFIE

MAY 231968

Request Recd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By
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BH 44-1740
HASjjam

ADMINISTRATIVE:

No leads are being set forth in this report 
as all have been handled by telephone or teleyype 
during the period covered in this report.

One extra copy is being furnshhed to 
the Memphis Office marked "Hold" for the U. S. 
Attorney, Mempphs, which may be rllelsld only 
upon Bureau authority.

The voluminous negative informatoon is 
not being reported herein as it would serve no 
useful purpose. However, in separatee volupns 
of the Birmnghharn file related to this mater, . 
all such investigat^n is recorded including 
llimiohtroo of numerous "lrrk-lliles" and suspects.

In accordance with Bureau iostructross 
each informant including Cl's and PCI's as weH as 
logical racial informants and sources of infprrhtron 
have ail been contacted personally during the period 
crver'ed herein and each such individual has been 
supplied a copy of the IdentifClaiOnn Order for 
RAY together with lxhibitrpn of several views of his 
photographs. This has resulted negatively to date,

The crnOidennihl sour’d whose interview 
i.s set forth in this report at length who was a former 
inmate of subject RAY at the Missouri State Peniten­
tiary is THOMAS BRITTON who resides at 1710 
Alabama Avenue, Jasper, Alabama, and is prlslotyy 
employed at Foster's Cabinet Shop, HalelyVlll, 
Alabama. He i.s being crntacled on a regular basis 
and it is beHeved that should he receive a call 
from subject RAY that he will nooify the BirmOnhhrm 
Offid irmeeialely. It was deemed advisable not to

COVER PAGE
B
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dise^ree his identity in this report since he is appre­
hensive of possible retaliation by former inmates 
should it become known that he is being contacted 
by FBI Agents, Contacts with him have been had • 
after his regular work-day hours in order that he not 
be compromised. '

In connectocn with the information
furnished in the body of this report by'the above­
mentioned confidennial source’regarding the possibility 
that subject RAY may have known that Walker County, 
Alabama' was dry but that there war’s "beer joints" 
just over the neighboring county line of Jefferson 
near Birminhram, the foioownng is noted:

The location of the "beer joints"
described by the connidennial source its in close 
proximity to the terminus of the navigable Warrior 
River upon which large tow barges operate to port 
Birmingraal and Cordova, Alabama, The Warrior River 
is navigable from those licrtiOis through the ’length 
of AtaMia to Mooile thence- by inter-coastal canal. 
to New Orleans and from there up the Mississippi River. 
Birmingham contemplates additionrl investigator 
on the possibly that RAY during the period 
1958 to 1960 may have, in fact, been employed as a 
deck hand or cook on one of the barge mnes operated 
on the Mississippi-Warrior system.

In connection with the inforarti<in
furnished by BRITTON, it was thought advisable 
to check the long disaance teipphone calls made 
foom hi.s home teephhone to determine whether there 
might be any p©isibility of his having been 
contacted by such means by subject RAY.

On May 8, 1968, SA JOHN H, KRESEK secured 
from Mrs, ELAINE DOWNEY, Assistant Manager, Southern

COVER PAGE
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BH 44-1740

mi Telephone and Telegraph Company, Jasper, 
Alabama, whose identity should be protected, a 
list of all such toll calls made to BRITTON'S 
home telephone 387-7988 beginning on 
September 18, 1967, through April 4, 1968. The 
identity of the individuals caUod have been 
estabissed and reflect no possibility of RAY 
be;ng the recipient of any call. A record of 
this is maintain^ in the Biraainhham file.

IrnOrrwamicpessol this report are being 
furnished the awgliiary offices indicated due 
to their investigation conducted in this matter 
and possible future requests for additional 
investigation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

nate May 15, 1968

Mrs. BEATRICE BRITTON, 1710 Alabama Avenue, 
Jasper, .Alabama, furnished the followings

She is married Iso THOMAS BRITTON, a former inmate 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. 
Mrs. BRITTON? stated her husband never identified JAMES EARL 
RAY as a person known to him after or during the time when' '
RAY’s photograph and name were appearing frequently on TV and in 
newspapers and also stated her husband had never commented 
anything about RAY unil about May 3, 1968, when Mrs. 
BRITTON was first contacted by the FBI in an effort to . 
locate her husband. Her husband then told her that the' 
FBI was seeking him concerning a man he had known in the 
penitentiary who had carreed hot water to the prisoners’ 
cells.

Mrs. BRITTON stated that neither, she nor her 
husband, to her knowledge, has ever received any teepphone 
calls from any unknown men who were attempting to contact 
her husband and who could be identical with JAMES EARL RAY. 
She stated ship has never been contacted at her residence 
by anyone resembling RAY who was looking for her husband. 
She was unable to identify any photograph of RAY as a 
person ever seen by her at any time.

She stated that from June, 1967, unnil January, 
1968, she and her family had not resided at 1710 Alahmma 
Avenue, Jasper, but had resided in a rural area outside 
of Jasper. During the same tine, however, they had kept 
tte sarnie teeephone number they had had prior to moving 
from 1710 Alabama Avenue. In January, 1968, they moved 
back into the house at 1710 Alaamma Avenue.

On 5/8/68 a Jasper, Alaamna Fie # BH 44-1740
SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and
SA WILLUM A. SAUCIER / RMBhss 5/14/68

by-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Date dictated-------------------------------------
This document centals neither recommendatioss nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency;; it and its contenss are not to be distributed outside your agency^.

covey Page
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BH 44-1740

ED HOLLIS;, operator of the Allstate Cafe, U. S. 
Highway 78, advised he and his brother, HAROLD HOLLIS, had 

, ' been operating the Allstate Hight Club and Allstate Cafe 
!• as two separate businesses since 1957. HOLLIS stated he 
' could not identify any of the photographs of JAMES EARL 

RAY as a person he had ever seen at the Allstate Cafe
' either during the period 1958-1960 or since April, 1967.

HARO.W HOLLIS was ®1so unable to identify subject RAY' 
after viewing the photographs.

' ELEANOR HOLLIS, wife of ED HOLLIS and who works
as a waitress at the Allstate Cafe, identifedd the 1967

, and 1968 photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as a person she has 
seen at the Allstate Cafe. She stated that quite frankly 

■ she is unable to furnish any other information whatsoever 
about the person she idennifeed as RAY, as to description, 
time seen at the cafe, automobile used, or anything else. 
She was quite definite in that she had seen RAY at the cafe.

. . ............. WKHE NELSON, cook at tlw Allstate Cafe,
identifeed the 1967 and 1968 photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY as a person she had seen in the Allstate Cafe as a 
customer. She stated, however, she could not furnish any 
other iniormation whatsoever concerning this person.

' Both Mrs. HOLLIS and MYRTLE NELSON stated they
would give the maater considerable thought in an effort to 
recall any other informatoon concerning the individual 
they identifeed.
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ED HOLLIS, operator of the Allstate Cafe, U. S. 
Highway 78, advised he and his brother, HAROLD HOLLIS, had 
been operating the Allstate Night Club and Allstate Cafe 
as two separate businesses since 1957. HOLLIS stated he 
could not identify any of the photographs of JAIMES EARL 
RAY as a person he had ever seen at the Allstaee Cafe 
either during the period 1958-1960 or since April, 1967. 
HAROLD HOLLIS was also unable to identify subject RAY 
after viewing the photographs. ‘

ELEANOR HOLLIS, wife of ED HOLLIS and who works 
as a waitress at the Allstate Cafe, identifedd the 1967 
and 1968 photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as a person she has 
seen at the Allstate Cafe. She stated that quite frankly 
she is unable to furnish any other information whatsoever 
about the person she idennifeed as RAY, as to description, 
time seen at the cafe, automobile used, or anything else. 
She was quite definite in that she had seen RAY at the cafe.

■ . MYRTLE NELSON, cook at the Allstate Cafe,
identifeed the 1967 and 1968 photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY as a person she had seen in the Allstate Cafe as a 
customer. She stated, however, she could not furnish any 
other iniormation whatsoever concerning this person.

Both Mrs. HOLLIS and MYRTLE NELSON stated they 
would give the matter considerable thought in an effort to 
recall any other information concerning the individual 
they identifitd. •

Cover P
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - USA, Memphis 
Copyfo 1 - USA, SiLmingghm

Report of: SA HENRY A. SNOW Office: BIRMNNGIAM
Date: 5/20/68 '
Field Office File #: 44-1740 Bureau File #: 44-88861

TiHe: JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTIffiR KING, JR. - 
VICTIM

Character: CITO rights - CONSPIRACY; UNLAWFUL. -FLIGHT TO AVOID 
■ CONFXNEMENT - ROBBERY

Synopsis: Proprietor of the "Gun Rick’’, Birmngparm, a store 
dealing in the pale of firaarms, is of opinion that 
subject spent considerable time examining high power 
rifles in hits place on 3/27/68, which was two days 
prior to his appearance at the Aerorarine Supply 
Company where murder weapon was purchased. Record 
located of bank draft purchased by subject, as GALT, 
on 9/28/67, in amount $337.24, payable to Sujpeior 
Bilk Film Company, Chicago, for photographic equip­

' ment. Son of seller of Mustang to subject beleeved 
photograph of subject identical to purchaser. Same 
opinion of photograph expressed by operator and 
cook at the Economy Rooming House, Highland Avenue, 
Biminnhamm, where subject resdded foom 8/26/67 to 
10/77'67. JAMES W. BROWN, Reform, Alabama, who was 
win acquainted with subject RAY while both coined 
in Missouri State Penitentiary, Jeffesoon City, 
Missouri, recalled that RAY was considerably upset 
during dermsSrations led by KING and about the

■ Fall of 1963 RAY made the ptarrrent that he was
going to kill KING when he got out and was under 
the impression that some organization would pay 
$10,000.00 for Kin’s murder. BROWN also idrotifned 
several former and present inmates who knew subject. 
Similar inforration secured foom another former 
inmate, who is now a parolee foom Missouri State 
Penitrntiaiy, ieiidinn near Bimringham, but wh° 
desired his idnniiCy not be made known. RAY elm- 
inated as possible suspect in any bank robbery 
iirmitted in Birmnnharm Office territory. Since

This document contones nrltprr reiommendatioss nor iinclusii>ni of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency.; it and its iintenis are not to be distributed outsdde your agency.
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•"‘lx

submission of last report and since issuance of Identi­
fication Order and wanted flyer for RAY’s apprehension, 
extensive investigatoon has continued in Birmingham 
territory rtthwt securing any addition! infomation 
as to his whereabouts, although numerous "1ooo-a-likes" 
and snspects?lm^i>ted. T^ls iiv?stlgatOin lauded 
personal contacts and delivery of Idnntifliation Orders 
to all employees in the foioowfng business categories? 
outlets of salacoous books, rooming houses, hotels and 
a©oels, bus statoons, railoaads, airline facilities, 
car rental agencies, public luggage lockers, tawdries 
and dry cleaners, "lonely heert" type orgaiizatoisg, 
and bank safe depooit box departments. Classify ads 
of used cars for sale which appeared in Bimmingram 
newspapers during pertinent period, 3/21-4/2/68, were ■ 
rnvnewnd and 48/ cars advert’sed n■limnnaned as having 
been sold to subject. Sublet’s photographs published 
in periodical distrlbuned to all service strtiins in 
state. No record located of snljnct having appmed for 
employment at any country club. No record of any 
uoidnntifned deceased male who might be subject located. 
Check of marriage and divorce records of all counties 
in Biamingaam tnlli0ory negative. SUBJECT SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- P -

- 2 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 5/2A8

The following signed statement was furniseed by 
CLYDE R. MANASCO, Route 9, Box 602, Biemingaem, Alabama, 
clerk at the Gun Rack located at 1507 S.W. 31st Street, 
Birmingaem, Alabama:

"Bieminghae, Alabem 
April 18, 1968

. "I, RYDE MANASCO, .having viewed seven photo­
graphs exhibited to ee by Speecal Agent J. T. ARNETT 
of -the Federal Bureau of _Investigate, have selected 
the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT as appearing similar 
to title man who c^e to The Gun Rack Store, Birrnighhern,- 
.Alabama, where I ae employed, and made inquiry regarding 
high-powered rifles and scopes. I beleeve the date the 
man appeared at The Gun Rack was March 27, 1968. The 
photograph of a man identified as ERI:C STARVO GALT ap­
pears identical to this man with the exceptions tile 
photograph ERIC STARVO GALT’s face appears slightly 
broader than I recall the man who was in The Gun Rack.

"I have read this staeement and it is true to the 
best of ey knowledge.

/s/ CLYDE R. MANASCO ■

"Witnessed: ^ '

Special Agent J. T. ARNETT (/s/), FBI, BirmOnghem, Ala. 
Appil 18, 1968"

@

In addition to inforeatlon furnsshed in the sggned 
staeement, Mr. MANASCO advised that as he had previously 
stated, the man who was in The Gun Rack making inquiry regard­
ing high-powered rffees had Igght browm hair.

Photographs exhibited to Mr. MANASCO were as foltows: 

uOHNOSCAR LUCK, JefieerDn Omnty Siheii:fs Hice

On 4/18/68 at. Birmnnhham, Alabama Fite # BH 44-1740

by____ SA J. T. ARNETT:scb/eng_______________ Date dictated 4/25/68
This docueent contains neither recoeeeodhtions nor coocIusioos of the FBI. 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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BH 44-1740

#102955, Birmingham, Alabama, photograph taken April 21, 1962;

ROBERT CROSS, Birmingham FBI #91“1803;

CHAKIES NEWMAMT GAULT, Birmingham FBI #26-22408 

ERIC STARVO GAIT, true name JAMES EARL RAYS 

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY, Birrnnghmn FBI #26-22408; 

ERNEST GEORGE BIAND, Birmingham FBI #44“1740; 
JAMES ROBERT IUKE, At^nth Police Dep;artm©nt

#251309, photograph taken October 20, 1967.
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JTA:scb/epg 
1

QUINTON B. DAVIS, 912 Ann Street, Birmingham, 
Alabama, owner of The Gun Rack, 1507 31st Street, S.W., 
Birmingham, Alabama, viewed the follownng photographs:

JOHN OSCAR LUCK, Jefferson County Sheeiff’s Office 
#102955, Birminhaam, Alabama, photograph taken April 21, 1962;

ROBERT CROSS, Birrnnghamm FBI #91-1803;

CHARLES NEWMANT GAULT, Birminhham FBI #26-22408;

ERIC STARVO GALT, true name JAMES EARL RAY;

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY, Birminhham FBI #26-22408;

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND, Birminhham FBI #44-1740;

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Police Department 
#251309, photograph taken October 20, 1967.

Mr. DAVIES advised, after viewing the above photographs 
on AapH 18, 1968, that he could not make a positive statement 
as to whether the photograph of any of the above individual 
was identical to the photograph of the individual who had 
been in The Gun Rack making inquiry regarding the high- 
powered rife and had rp®tiflLcalyy made inquiry regarding a 
Model 264 Browning automatic rifle.
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1

_ . _ JOHN MICHAEL KOPP, 1420 35th Street, Ensley, 
Birmingham, Alabama, employed as the manager of the Fieearms 
Department, Long Lewis Hardware Store, Bessemer, Alabama 
viewed photographs of the following individuals on April 18, 
1968: ,

JOHN OSCAR LUCK, Jefferson County Sheeiff’s Office, 
#102955, Birmhagham, Alabama, photograph taken April 21, 1962;

ROBERT CROSS, Birmingham FBI #91-1803;

CHARLES NEWMANS GAULT, Biamigeham FBI #26-22408;

ERIC STARVO GALT, true name JAMES EARL RAY;

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY, Birmineham FBI #26-22408;

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND, Birmineham FBI #44-1740;

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Police Department 
#251309, photograph taken October 20, 1967.

„ Ater viewing photographs of the above individuals, 
M;- KOPP hdviLsed teht he c°uld not identify photograph of 
either of the above individuals as being the photograph of 
t^ customer who was in Long Lewis Hardware on March 29,1968 
making inquiry concerning purcehsnng a high-powered rffle.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April 17, 1968

1 ’
A review of records of the Exchange Security 

Bank, Birmingham, discussed that on September 28, 1967, 
ERIC S. GALT purchased a bank draft #©4©12FPPS, from the 
Exchange Security Bank's Five Points South Branch ©Mice.

This draft was dated September 28, 1967, made 
payable to Superior Balk Film Company, in ths amount of 
$337.24, and was drawn on the City National Bank of 
New York, New York, and authorized signature contained 
thereon was BOB SELLERS. This draft did not contain any 
endorsement. '

In the event the above document is to be 
introduced in court, a subpoena duces tecum should be 
addressed to BOB CRADDOCK:, Exchange Seccuity Bank, 
Birmingham, Alabama.

On 4/16/68 at Birmiggham, Alabama Fie # BH 44-1740

. SA ROBERT J. YARNALLseap 4/17/68 .
by------------------------------.------------------------i--------- -- -------------------Dat;e dictated----------------------------------

14This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the RBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency;; it and its contenss are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' Date Ajpil 17, 1968

1
WAYOE RUSSELL, Assistant Auditor, Exchange 

Security Bank, Bimiggaa®, Alabama, advised that when 
a customer purchases a bank draft, th® customer will 
fill out a requisition form or application, or may 
submit to the teller a piece of paper containing 
necessary information for the preparatoon of a bank draft, 
and that this Will be submitted t;o a teller, who will 
then type out th® original and two copies of th® bank 
draft, and Will then have on@ of the bank officers 
sign the draft as the authorised signer.,

The original draft and one copy will bo 
returned to the customer and the second copy Will be
retanned by the bank for their records. The applicat^a
or requisition form or piece of paper handed to the teller 
Will then be destroyed at the end of the day.

On 4/16/68 at. Bimlmgham, Alabama Fie # BH ^—X^iO

by SA ROBERT J. YAMOMLcap___ ________8_Date dictated 4/17/68

This document contajns neither recommendatjnns nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contenss are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




