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Bureau (44-38861)

Memphis (44--1987)

Atlanta {(44-2388) (Info)
Birminghem {(44-1740) (Info)
Chicago {44-1114){(Info). .
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Jackson (Infoc)

Kansas City (44-760) {info)
Los Angeles (44-~1574) (Info)
New Orleans (187-~10673) (Info)
St. Louis (44-775) (Info)
Springfield (44-561)
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SI 44-581
.Will continue efforts to locate subject RAY,

ADMINISTRATYVE DATA:

Information coplcs sent Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago,

Houston, Jackson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans,
and St. Louis Divisions in view of pending investigation
in those Divisions,

No leads arebeing set forth in this report
as they have been-and are being set out by more expeditious
conmunications.,

Yor the sake of brevity, the body of this
report dces not contain the voluminous negative information
obtained by the Springfield Division during the period of
this report. This information is a matter of record in the
Springfield Division and reflects negative information re:

(1) - ERIC STARVO GALT, agency checks; barge llne5°
dance studios

(2) Laundry checks
(3) Agency checks re HARVEY LOWMYER or -LOWMEYER

(4) Canvass’ of Unsolved bank robberies in the
: Sprlngileld DlVlSlon

(5) Canvass of 1aw1enforcement agencies re
unidentified latent fingerprints

v (6) Automobiles stolen fronthe State of Georgia

(7) Possible susnecxs and lookalikes which
. originated and. were resolved wholly within’
the Springfield Division

(8) Nonproductive interviews as a result of
various telephone and mail coverage

PR
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- (9) Contacts with informants and sources, : .
' Springfield Division

(10) Surveillances of subject's family and
associates, Springfield Division

During the course of this investigation, appropriate
dissemination has been made by the Springfield Division :
to all law enforcement agencies and mass media contacts
within the Division,

Interviews. with SI 1656-C

On March 25, 1968, a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY, FBI #306 443 A, made at Missouri Depariment of
Corrections on March 17, 1960 was exhibited by SA ELYON H,
DAVIS to SI 1656-C. Informant advised that the photograph
was familiar to him and was someone that he thought he had
kneoewn in St. Louis, Missouri, in either 1959 or 1960,
Informant stated that he had never seen RAY to his
kaowledge in Quincy, Illinois. Informant advised that
he is very close to WALTER TERRY RIFE and sees RIFE on a daily
basis. He advised that RIFE had been living a2t the home of
his brother, LONNIE RIFE at Baylis, Illinois, however, in
February, 1967, WALTER TERRY RIFE had started running the res-
taurant in the Virginia Hotel, in Quincy, Illinois. Informant
advised that he would contact WALTER RIFE and determine if
RITFE knew anything concerning RAY's whereabouts. Informant
advised that he did not feel that WALTER RIFE would
cooperate with the Federal- authorities inasmuch as it was
RIFE's nature to not cooperate with police. Informant advised
that WALTER RIFE had been working on a daily basis at the

- Virginia Hotel in Quincy, and informant knew that in the recent

past, RAY has not been in contact with WALTER EIFE,

On April 7, 1968, SX. 1656-C was recontacted by
SA& ELYON H., DAVIS concerning JAMES EARL RAY, Informant advised
that he had contacted WALTER TERRY RIFE on several occasions
since last contacted and that WALTER RIFE had no. information
as to the present whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY., He advised

-b=
Cover Page-
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SI 44--561

that WALTER TERRY RIFE had told him he had not seen RAY
since RIFE left Leavenworth Federsal Penitentiary in 1957.

On April 19, 1868, SI 18586~C was contacted by
SA ELYON H, DAVIS and SA THOMAS M, SCHOENHOFER and was
exhibited photocgraphs of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A,
made at Missouri Depariment of Corrections on March 17,
1860, as well as a photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT,
Inxormant advised that he has never to his knowledge seen this
individual in the Quincy, [llinois area, He advised that he
had been contacting WALTER TERRY RIFE aimost on a daily
basis and that this individual is definitely not
with JAMES EARL RAY at the present time, The informant
advised that he is certain that WALTER TERRY RIFE was
working at his restaurant at the Virgiania Hotel during
the pexriod from March 29, 1968 through April 4, 1968,
Informant advised that he cannoct remember e?acc1y wvhere

‘he had ever seen RAY, however, he feels it was in bars

focated on Olive Sﬁreeb in St. Louis,Missouri, and

to the best of his knowledge, it would have been sometime
around 1959 or 1860, The informant advised that he is
certain that RAY has rot been in the Quincy area in the
recent past or else the informant would know of it.

Informant advised that he personally is acquainted
with all of the Country Music Night Clubs in the Quincy,
Iilinois general area and visits these places quite
frequently and he is certain that RAY has not recently been
to any of these night clubs.

Informant was- 1nstructed to work full time concernlng
the development of any informatien concerning the whereabouts,
activities or background concerning RAY,

‘Interviews with SI 1661-R-Prob:

¥

On May 1, 1968, SI 1661~R-Prob was exhibited the
photograph of an unknown male allegedly resembling the
subject in this matter tsken at a Minutemen Meeting,
Informant was unable to identify this individual as being
anyone he has come 1n contact with withln the Minutemen
Organization, PN

-
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Re Prior Threats to MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

On May 3, 1968, Mrs. EUGENE WALDON {protect),
Route 3, West Frankforb, Ililinois, mother of JCHN C, MEDIZER,
adVLsed her son is presently residing at 5506 B, R. L,
Thronton (possibly Thornton) Freeway, Dallas, Texas,

During the course of this investigation, WILLIAM

HICKLE, Service Representative; Illinois Bell Telephone

Company, Quincy, Illinois, (whose identity should be

protected, yhas furnished informition affording appropriate
coverage of all of subject RAY's family and associates' in

the Springfield Division, All leads derived from this source
have bheen checked and telephone subscribers eliminated

as having no connection with this matter,

Records of the Illinois Bell Telephone Company,
should they be needed in the future, can be obtained
through the issuance of a Subpoena Duces Tecum directed
to My, HICKLE,

It should be noted that the investigative
period of this report precedes the date of KING's
assassin&tion; this fact due to Springfield Division's
prior investigative interest in JAMES EARL RAY, SI file
885361, Bufile 88-41730, entitled "JAMES EARIL RAY, Aka -~
fugltlve, UFAC - BOBBERY TrRSC."

- FR e
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Report of: SA WILLYAM ROBERTS, IIX Office: Springfield
Date: : May 24, 1968

Field Office File % SI 44-561 Bureau File #: 4438861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY
10 4182
WE 442-A
TOP TEN FUGITIVE
DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRJ -

" Character: VICTIM

. CIVIL RIGHTS -~ CONSPIRACY;
Synopsis: - UNLAWEUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Springfield files reflect HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER

- located and interviewed and determined not identical
with subject in this case. Birth and other pertinent
records located for subject JAMES EARL RAY. Numerous
files reviewed re family of JAMES EARL RAY and those
within Springfield Division located and interviewed,
Prison records checked re RAY, Contact being
naintained with a2l1ll relatives at this time,
-Information developed and furnished re actual and
alleged past asgociates of RAY,- Interviews with
possible fellow inmates of RAYs at Illinois State -
Penitentiary, Pontlac, Illinois, negative. .Information
developed and set forth re BENNY K. PINKSTON and
JOHN C. MEDIZER, who have made prior threats against
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, Investigation conducted to
eliminate numerous possxble suspects and® lookalikes
to JAMES EARL RAY, Wife of ROBERT HOOD STRADER
located and interviewed. Investigation continuing
to locate CECIL RAY. ARMED AND DANGEROUS, .

-P-

This document contatns nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside.your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






SI 44-561

VI,

. VILS

B,

INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY

HYLLIARD ALLEN SANDERS -
WILBUR CONNORS o o o+ «
KATHEREINE DORIS BUSKIRK
JOSEPH ADAMS .+ o o o .
JOHN EUGENE GAWRON . .
MELVINA "RUSTY" TYLER .,
JAMES LAOMA OWENS . .
ANDREY WILSON "BLACKIE'

PONTIAC BRANCH . o o « « &

Ao RECORDS RE JANBES EARL RAY e . e & e * e o

B,

PRIOR THREATS AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
"INTEROFFICE" LOOKALIKES AND POSSIBLE

A.
B.
C.
D.

E..

F,

INTERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES OF

JAMES EARL RAY ., . . .

VINCENT DE PAINMA . . .
CARL RICE . . . . 5.
WILLIAM RAY KING . . %
UNKNOWN SUSPECT . . .
ALLEN RICHARD THAYER .
WILLIAM LOHMEYER . ., .

*n?
~e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

® o © L

(4 * . [

CONNORS

L] . . L

DE CORE

* . © *

* ¢ L4 L]

[ . ¢ .

.

.

4

*

*

[ ]

o

°

SUSPECTS

PAGE

e 117
. 119

. 122

125
. 127
. 130
. 134

. 137

. 141

. 142

145

152

o 154
.+ 159
. 157
. 159
. 164
. 166

. 168 .




LR e oa "
L R e

PSRN YRS

SI 44561
LG J0 TS TRARES . 4 e v e e e v e e o e e e
H, UNKNOWN SUSPECT o « v o v o o o o o o o o o o
Y. ROBERT Ly PLUNK 4 o w o o s o o o o o o o
Jo A, J CONSOLINO v o o ¢ o o o o o o o o o s
K. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA RICHARD GALT . . . . .
L. CLOYD'DRAKE 4 o o o o o o o o o s o o o u s
M, JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE . . . . . e e e
N, PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY 4 v o o « o o o o o & &
0. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J, CARNAHAN . . . . . .
P, JAMES E/BODKER & o o o o ¢ o o s o o o & o
Q. WILLIAM A, MARSHALL v o o o o o o o o o o o o

VIII

MISCELLANEOUS . ] . . L] [ . * [ ] s ° * . ¢ o . L] ’

A
B,

C¢ CECIL RAY . . . ...

ROBERT HOOD STRADER + o 4 o o o o o o o o o+ o
INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS . , & . . .

7 J
L] . . * * L ] 0'0 L[] * . * L d
% -
P T
3
%
A

<
%

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

PAGE
170
172
174
176
178
182
184
186
189
191
193

185
196

203
205



c s el SANREALOEDM Rl £ D <D

SI 44-561

I. HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEVYER
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SI 44-561

On April 8, 1968, a check of Springfield Division
indices reflected 8 reference to HARVEY LOHMEYER, white
male, age 23 in 1955; 5' 8" tall; FBI #730 979A; home
address, Palmyra, Illinois,

On April 13, 1968, a recheck of the recoxrds
cf the Illinois State Prison Farm, Vandalia, Illinois,

‘- regarding the sentence served by HARVEY ILOHMEYER,

inmate number 33316, FBI # 730 979A, was verlfled as
June 35, 1951 to October 20, 1951, LOHMEYER was sentenced
from Adams County, Quincy, Illinois, on a charge of riot.

His previous identification and arrest record
contains only an arrest on August 10, 1959, by Adams County
Sheriff's Office on the charge of robbery and the disposition
for the charge is shown as '"'pending'. His inmate number
33316 and FBI number 730 972A do not show other sentences at
this institution for-this person under the name LOHMEYER or
in the alias file,

. Also, on April 13, 1868, the records of the
penitentiary show HARVEY LOHMEYER, Illincis State Penitentiary
Menard Number 24525, received at Menard May 19, 19585, to
serve 2 to § years on a charge of burglary. He vas paroled
July, 1958, A review of the file for associates and correspon-—
dents reflects no.information that LOHMEYER assocaaced for
corresponded with ERIC GALT. .

Oon Apr11 13, 1968 THOMAS R, LOHMEYER, DONALD Ly
LOHMEYER, WALTER R, LGHMEYER JR, .21l brothers of HARVEY EDWARD
LOHWEYER FBI #730 979 A were 1n§erv1ewed and all presently
reside 1n Quincy, Illinois area, DONALD L, LOOMEYER is employed
by Durst Dairy at Quincy, Illinois, and was working during
period March 29, 1968 and April 4, 1968 and his atténdance
at work was verified., THOMAS R, LOHMEYER and WALTER R, LOHMEYER,

- JR, are both employed by Monogram Industries, Quincy, Illin01s,

angsbothnpre in Quincy, Illinois, from March 29, to April 4,
19 .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Cn April 12, 1968, investigation was conducted

in the Quincy, Illinois area in an effort to locate
HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER, FBY #730 979A,

Investigation showed that HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER

has not been in the Quincy area for many years and that. his
last known place of residence was somewhere in the Siate

.o:f:‘ Callfornla.

On Apr11 13, 1968 the records of the Quincy,

1111n01s Police Departmenc, were reviewed and showed the

following
LOHMEYER ¢

WALTER R,

recoxrds for brothers of HARVEY EDWARD

LOHMEYER, JR.

Race White

Sex : Male

Date of Birth 2/16/17

Place of Birth Quincy, Illinois

Height : 5' 105"

WVeight 180 1bs.

Haiy Brown

Eyes ‘ Browm

Complexion .. .. Ruddy

Build o, Medium .

Tattco LA Two sSwords on left
% - forearm

Occupation N\ Laborer,

Monogram Industries
- 825 South Front Street
‘Quinecy, Illinois

-
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The file showed the follo{i_g-arrests for WALTER

LOIBIEYE

DATE

PSS,

6-16-40

5-16--55

8-23-59

following phys

JR,:

CH.: GT'

Peace disturbance
Careless driving

Reckless d iving

Peace disturbance

Careless driving

"The Quincy Police Depart

-WEIGHT

LOMIEYER :

ical description o D{I

RACE:
SEX:
DATE OF BIRTH:
HEIGHT:

HAIR: .
EYES: - %

b A

5,
v

ns 'W 2T .
The Tile shovéd the following arrests for

CHARGE

Investigation

Careless driving

" 4-929-59

10-27-56

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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$25 fine
$15 fine .-

Sentenced 90 day
Vandalia State Priszcn Farn
$25 fine_-

$15 fine

(—:-
Vet

[¢)]

ment files showed th
741D LOHMEYIR:. . .
White

Male

8-20-30

5 ] 7"

153 Ibs.
Brown

Brown

DONALD

-

DISPOSITION

Released
$25 fine
$20 fine

s
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The files showed the phy al description of
THOMAS R, LOMIEYER as folilovws: T
RACE: Vhite
Ex: . . Male
AG"‘ T not_shown
hﬂi HI: ' 51751:
WrIGHT: . 150 1bs.
IAIR: : Brown
BYES: . " Brown
» COMPLEXION: Ruddy
th 4th .St.

HOME ADDRESS: L i 1501 N

K}

The files showed the following arrest record for
TEQIAS R, LOMMEYER: .

DATE . CHARGH: DISPOSITION
6-28-45 . B&E _ 'f., Released
3-15-51 DPeace disturbance .-_ $25 fine '
5-25-52 peace disturbance $10 fine
3-15-55 Peacé disturbance . $15 fine

‘ . On 4-13-58 ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureau oi:
Quincy, Inc,, Quincy, I1l., furnished the following informa- T
tion concerning tqe LO&MEY?RS 1n the files of her of L’CG'_‘
WALTER RAY LOHHE R., in 1/68 was residing
at 1877 Hampshire Street, ﬁu1ncy, Illinois. He p esently
ovns his home at that address and is very slow in paywenu
on credit bills. He has been employed by Monogram Industries
Quincy, 1I11,, for uvﬁroxirateTJ 20 years. MNo inf¥ ormatlon A
of any connections of WAL TER R, LOF“‘“R, JR., outside Quincy,
Illinois. : . - . :

The file showed tlat THCGIAS R, LOEMEVER's last
known address was 1527 Seuth Fifth Street, Cuincy, as of
6/63. He later made inquiries’ concernlpc purchasing a )
home in Payson, Illinois. As ef 4/66 a credit check showed -
he had been employcd by dMonogram Industries in Quincy for
11 years. .Nothing was contained in the file that would
indicate that LOFMTY&% had ever lived anywhere except the

Qulncy area, ey ‘

[—_—
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. Illinois since 3/29/88 and he has beeﬁ'emplqyed fegularly
~at-Monogram Industries with the exception of the dates Tt

The credit bureaw files showed that DONAID L.
LOBMEYER was last knovn to reside at 1501 North Fourth -
Street, Quincy, I11l., as of 8/65. On 11/66 the records
show he was employed as a laborer at Durst Dairy, Quingy,
and his wife at Illinois Bell Telephone Co., Quincy, I11,
The file did not show any residence for DOMALD LOKHE’ER
outside the Quincy, Ill., area,

On 4-13-53, CHARLES GABRIEL; Office Managor,
Duwrst Dairy, Quincy, I1l., adviséd that DONALD L. LOHMEYL:
is employed by that company as a liaborer and that he was
working on 3-28-63 and 3-30-838 and 4/1- A/oS. He advised
that LOJHE ¥R did not work on 3-31-68 as that was his day
off. He also advised that LOIIEYER has beer a good emplovee
for many years and was a very quiet individual and had not
been involved in any violence during the period of time he
was enmployed by Durst Dairy.

-13-68, DONAID L. LOMMEYER was interviewed
2

at his place o* emolo/$mnt Durst Dairy, Quincy, YI1l1l. He

- advised he has not been out of the State of Illinois, for

a number of months and that he was working on 3-29 and 3-30-83
as well as 4/1-4/68. He advised he has not seen his brother,
HARVEY EDVARD LOHEMEYER for many years and only knew that
HARVEY was living somewhere in California. He stated dur-

ing the period from 3-29-68 until 4-4-583 he had seen his
brothers, WALTER R. LOMBEYER and THOMAS R, LOHMEYER almost

on a dai ly basis and knew for certain that neither one

had been outside the Quincy, Ill., area. -He advised .

that the name ERIC, bT&?JO GALT was completely unfamiliar

to him and he has mnever.known anyone by that name to be-

associated with any mombor of the LOMMEVER family. .He also
advised he has never knoWwn any member of his family other
than HARVEY EDWARD LOMBIEYVER , to use the ‘name HARVEY EDWARD
LOHMMEYER o .

, _ On 4-13-88 lirs. WALTER R, LOMHM an, JR., 1877
Hampshiré Sireet, Quincy, Ill.; was 1nterv1ewcd and foDLJth
the Iollow1ng informatio

Her husband has not been out of the State of

3-29 and 20-68 and 4-1 and 4-2-68 during which dates the

union was on strike at Monogram. She advised that on these
dates her husband <ras on the picket line and did not leave
Quincy. She stated also that THOMAS R, LOHIEYER is ehn1oyed

by Monogram Industries and was at work on 4-3 and 4-4-835

and was on -the picket lines at Monogram Industries ‘on 3/29-33/58

and 4/1-2/68, A .
. . - 10 - L e
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. On 4-13-88 WALTER R, LCHMEVER, JR.,1877 ﬂampshire
St., was interviewed and advised he has not been oul of the
Quincy, 111, area since 5-15-67. He advised he has been to
work every day during work days with the exception of 3/28-30/55
and 4/1-2/88 on which dates he was on the picket line at
Monogram Industries his place of empicyment in Quincy, I11,
He stated that on each date from 3-29-58 until 4-4-58, he

)

saw his brother, TIOMAS R, LOMKEYE2, whe is also employed
by ionogram Industries and was at work on each date with
the exception of the dates the union was on-strike.

On 4-13-563 BILL LONG, Perscnnel Manager, iHonogram

Industries, 825 South Front St., Quincy, verified that

WALTER R, LOMMEYIER, JR., and THCIAS LOMIEYER were employed

on every date during the last two months; with the exceptiion
he days the union was on strike. '

He advisesd on 3/29-30/88 and 4/1-2/68 both the
LOMMEYERS had been observed oh the picket lines at Monogram
Industries. )

- . . .
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On April 20, 19268, the following investigation was
conducbed by SA ELYON H DAVIS and SA JAMES T, GOSS at
Quincy, Illinois:

Five photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306443A
were exhibited to WALTER R, LOHMEYER, 1877 Hampshire
Street, Quincy, Illinois. LOHMEYER advised that he has never
to his knowledge seen thils individual before and he did not
remember ever hearing any member of the LOHMEVYER family
nention JAMES EARL RAY, He advised that he specifically
had never heard his brother HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER mention
JAMES EARIL RAY.

On April 20, 1968, photographs of JAMES EARL RAY,

'FBI #306 443 A were exhlbited to Mrs. RITA F, LOHMEYER, 1877

Hampshire Street, Quincy. She advised that she had never seen
this individual to her knowledge in her life and had

never heard any member of the LOHMEYER famlly mention

him,

On April 20, 1968, photographs of JAMES EARL RAY,
FBI #306 443A were exhlblted to THOMAS LOHMEYER, Payson,
Illinois, He advised that the photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY, were not "familiar to him-and that he could not state
that he had ever seen this individual in his life. He also
advised that he had never heard his brother, HARVEY EDWARD
LOHMEYER, mention this individual,

On April 20, 1968, the phocographs of RAY vere also
exhlblted to Mrs, THOMAS LGHMEYER Payson, Illinois, who
advised that she did not know: RAY and had never heard
any menber of the LOHMEYER fam;ly mentioxr RAY,

LN

On April 20, 1968, DONALD LOHMEYER, 1507 North Fourth
Street, Quincy, Illln01s, adv1sed while belng interviewed -
by SA DAVIS and viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, that he
did not recognize the photograph of RAY as anyone that .
he had ever known. 'He statedthat these photographs were
vaguely familiar to him and that if he had evexf seen
RAY, it was only to see RAY and not that of an acquaintance.
He adv1sed that he had never heard his brother HARVEY
EDWARD ILOHMEYER ever mention JAMES EARL RAY

-~
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The photographs -of RAY were also exhibited . by
SA DAVIS to Mrs. LUCY LCHMEYER, 1507 HNoxth Fourth Street,
Quincy, Illinois and she advlsed that JAMES EARL RAY is
not known to her and that the photographsof RAY are not
familiar to her,

»
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The i‘ollo\nnCr 1nves»1°atlon was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS:

On April 21, 19868, EARL JACK HILAND, Operator,
Sky Ride Inn Tavern, 236 Iront Street, Qulncy, Illinois,
advised that HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER was at one time a
"brother-in-law of HILAND and that HILAND was in jail at’
the Adams County Jail, Quincy, Illinois, with' LOHMEYER
" and ROBERT KELLY in 1951 after they were involved in a
brawl at the Barn Night Club, Quincy, Illinois, HILAND
viewed a number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and
advised that the photographs are vaguely familiar to him
) as someone he has seen in the past, He stated that he
i definitely is not an associate of RAY and has never been
a close associate of RAY and stated he could not furnish
any information concerning RAY, RAY's a550011tes .activities,.
‘or whereabouts. ‘

“ -

On April 21, 1968, ROBERT KELLY, 1210 Hampshire
Street, Quincy, Illinois, advised he was arrested at the -
Barn Night Club in Quincy, Illinois, with JACK HILAND,
HARVEY LOHMEYER and JOHN O'DEAR, '

——— s ot sl

KELLY advised that he is not acqualnted “with -
JAMES EARL RAY and did not know, anything concerning RAY s
family, whereabouts, or activities,

on April 21, 1968, JOHN O'DEAR Route e Oulncy
. Illinois, advised he had been arrested for caus1nc a.riot-
at the Barn Night Club in Qulncy in the early 1950's and
that he was arrested with® HARVmY LOHMEYER, JACK HILAND and
BOB KELLY. He stated that JAMES EARL RAY is not an
associate of his, He also advised that he is not
acquainted with RAY's relatives and could furnish no
- information concerning RAY..

. .. . . [ . : st ]
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The following investigation was conducfed
by SA ROBERT C, HAINES:

- On April 19, 1968, Sergeant HAROLD COX, Alton
Illinois Police Department, made available Alton Police

Department file 7514 on James Earl Ray:

This file disclosed RAY was arrested by the
Alton Police-Department as early as 1949 and as receantly as
1959 for charges ranging from traffic violations through
vagrancy, burglary and armed robbery. A photograph of
RAY taken in 1955 was made available and will be submitted
to the case file,

Conference with officers at the Alton Police Depart-
ment, disclosed that the last known residence for RAY's
parents JAMES and LUCIE RAY was 1439 Locust Street, Quincey,
I1linois, Contact with relatives on RAY's mother's side
of the family with family name, MAHER, disclosed that
LUCILLE MAHER RAY divorced RAY's father and is currently
residing in East St. Louis, Yllinois area but her exact
whereabouts are unknown, Likewise, her new married
name is unknown to relatives in Alton,

. Mrs. MARGARET KESHNER, Circuit Clerk, Alton,
Illinois, made available a photo copy of s Cextificate .
of Birth, #123. which disclosed JAMES EARL -RAY was ‘born
March 10, 1928, to JAMES RAY and LUCIE HAHER,

All Alton Pollce Department Unifs have been
furnished a photograph of RAY and have been alerted to
be on the lookout for hinm, :

- 'RAY is not known to have been in the Alton, I1linois
area since 1959 when he perpetrated an armed robbery at
Wagoner's Foodliner, an dindependent grocery store
located on the corner of 9th and Alby Streets in Altonm,
Illinois,

- 16 - -
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Previous investigation concerning RAY was conducted
in January, 1968, under the Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confine-
ment classification and efforts at that time to locate WILLIAM
MAHER at 1118 East 7th Street, disclosed that MAHER no longer
resides in Alton, Illinois and all public source records
failed to disclose any infermation concerning his

“ecuryent whereabouts,

- The Kansas City Division indicated that RAY
was employed by the International Shoe Company at
Hartford, Illinois, prior to incarceration at the Missouri
State Penitentiary, It is to be noted that the tannery operaisd
by the Intern.g tional Shoe Company at Hartford is no longer
in business having shut down cperations approximately 2 years
ago.

. On April 20, 1968, a certificate of birth was
located showing JAMES EARL RAY was born March 10, 1928, at
Alton, Illinocis to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER,

The following investigation was conducted by
SA ROBERT BI.UM RASCOE:

On April 19, 1968, a review of the files furnished
by U,)S, Probation and Parole Office, Springfield, Illinois,
was made by, SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE: The folloéwing.information
was obtained for lead value:

Correspondence whlle JAMES EARL RAY was 1ncarcerated
in the Missouri State Penitentiary: . .

Y
’

| < .
Aunt, Miss LUCY RYAN, 701% Washington Street,

address also given as 801 North 12th Street,
Qulncy, Illinois;

One time co—defendant was WALTER TERRY RIFE, who
is incarcerated in Leavenworth, Kansas., RIFE
now lives in Quincy, Illinois.

Employment:

P4
~e
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Dryden Rubber Company from July, 1949 to September

1949, Ch;cago, Illinois;

International Shoe Company, May, 1944, to
December, 1945, Hargford, Illinois;

Neo Product Company, April, 1°50 to July, 1950
Chicago, Illinois;

Arbey Corporation, July, 1950 to July, 19561,

Chicago, 1111n01s'

Borg - Erickson Corporation, August, 1951, to
May, 1952, Chicago, Illinois;

’

Relatives:

Uncle who resides in Quincy, Illinois, no name
given

Other names and addresses

WILLIAM MAYER, 1118 East 7th Street Alton,_
I}1linois, .
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remember or rCPaL1 JA [ES EARL RAY., He pointed out uhat
RAY only vorked in his ccpartment f6ér three weeks and
that many tuoas nds of people had worked in the Drill

" Press Section of Guincy Compressor, He stated.that the

recor¢ showed that RAY FLJKER would have been the immedi-
ate-forenan of R&Y

) On 4/2 /Qo, RAY FELKER, supervisor, Quincy Com-
pressor, Inc., advised that after viawing several photo-
oces not remewmver JAKES

grqohs of JAMES "EARL RAY that he d
EARL RAY and does not recall the nama, He advised that
there is no one presently employed in the drill press
operation that was working on the night shift in 1851.

He advised that he cannot furanish any further information
conceraing RAY,
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‘- “-Gn’ 4/23/68, ELEIE RUDER, clerk, Local Board #},

‘Quincy, Illinois, advised that the files of her office

show that JAMES EARL RAY, 214 Spring. 3treet, Quincy, Ili-
inois, registered with the local board #1 on 4/13/49,

His home address was shown as 214 Spring Street, Quincy,
Illinois and his date of birth, 3/18/28 at Alton, Illin-~
ois,  His closest relative was shown as LUCILLE RAY, his
mother, at 214 Spring Street. His occupation was listed
as student, American Television School, St, Louis, #is-
souri,

The file showed previous military service with
the United States Army from 2/19/46 until 12/23/45 and
this was with the First Division, 16th Iafantry Zegiment.

"~ The file showed RAY to be holder of Serial Number 16163122,

The file showed his description as:

Eyes Blue

Haix . Black

Complexion Ruddy )
Height 5'11n AR -
Weight "« s 157 pounds T

: Mrs. RUDER advised:that this was all of thé infor-
mation located at Local Boafd #1. The complete file would
be located at the Illinois State Headquarters of the Selec-
tive Service Systey Springfield, Illinois. :
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On April 18, 1868, the following individuals
were recontacted by SA ELYON H., DAVIS and advised that they

“had no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY:

VIOLA MAYFIEID,
2716 Cherry Street
Quincy, - Illinois;

FLOYD RIFE,
226 Lind Street,
Quincy, Illinois;

2
Sergeant ROLAND HANSON

Quincy, Illinois Policé Deparinenﬁ
Quincy, 1111n01s. '
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The Iollow37c investigation was conducLed by SA
ELYON H. DAVIS:
On April 23, 1968, JUDSON GREEN, Business Manager,
Quincy Clinic, Quincy, Illinois, advised that the records of
his office shows that JAMES RAY first visited the Quincy
Clinic on August 15, 1938. The records showed he was in
the third grade at that time and also the family consisted
of two other living children and one that had died of burns,
JAMES RAY was listed as the oldest member of the family.and

-his home address at that time was in care of Mrs., JAMES RAY,

315 Cherry Street,

On this first visit, he was attended to by Dr..

. WHITAKZER and at that time suffered from loss of consciousness,

sudden onset, both legs withdrawn., He was unconscious for
thirty minutes and jerked and twitched with no biting of
tongue, He did not soil his clothes and later had no

memory of this attack. He had a history of “frequent out-

cries at night, The records showed Dr, WHITAKER had dlﬂgnosod
this as possible eplipsy, spontaneous. in-origin and not -

- traumatic, No other symptoms at that time,  He was also’
. a persistent bed wetter and seemed to have no control at

night.

la'ter, he was treated on July 3, 19ﬂ0 by Dr. GUY

.TURVLYber a small blister right thumb and ;orexlndcr caused

by a firecracker.explosion., On the second day, this wound
was' cleaned, No othér information available.concerning any
médical treatment. The file contained the following addresses,
dates of the addresses not ﬁhown, however, the first entry
made was on March 4, 19356 and the last on October 29, 1940
The addresses were shown all in Qulncy, Illinois, as_follows:

412 North Fifth Street
Rural Route 3, lSth'Street'

212 Spring Street

1258 Hampshiré Street.
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928 Lind Street
1616 Worth Second Street =
121 South Ninth Street
1517 N¥orth Fourth Street
.701% North Fifth Street
. 128% North Fifth Street
1439 Cherxy Street
214 Spring Street
315 Cherry Street

413 Vermont Street

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The folloVLng investigation was conducted at Quincy,
Tllinois, by SA -ELYON H,( DAVIS:

. On March 25, 1968, ROSIE RIFE, 400 College Avenue,
Quincy, advised that she is the mother of WALTER TERRY RIFE,
A photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A , wss exhibited
to her, however, she advised that she did not know RAY,
She advised that she has not seen this individual with her
son, WALTER TERRY RIFE, and knew nothing concerning RAY's
whereabouts.,

On March 25, 1968, VIOLA MAYFYELD, 2716 Cherry Sfreet
advised that she is the 51ster of WALTER TERRY RIFE and
operates VI's Style Salon at that address., She advised that her
brother, WALTER RIFE, had been living with another brother,

LONNIYE RIFE, at Baylls, Illinois, She advised that the phoi ograph

of JAMES .EARL RAY was .unfamiliar to her and that she had, to

~ her knowledge, never seen this individual in her.life, - She"

could furnish no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY,

On March 25, 1968, FLOYD RIFE, 226 Lind Street,
Quincy, Illinois, advised that-he is the brother of WALTER
TERRY RIFE, He viéwed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and
stated that he had never secen JAMES EARJe RAY to his knowledge
He advised that WALTER RIFE has been operating for several weeks
the restaurant located in the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois
and he, FLOYD,.is in that restaurant almost on a daily basis
gzd he had not seen ox’ heard anythlng concernlng JAMES EARL

Y 1 _h: “ 3 .
‘&

" On March 25, 1968;‘Capcann HAROLD HUNSAKER, Qulncy,
Illinois Police Department advised that his department has
received no information in the receat past concerning JAMES .
EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, He advised that the last record
in his file concerning RAY was when RAY was arrested in
Hannibal, Missouri, in 1955 with WALTER TERRY RIFE,

On -March 25, 1968, DOVALD G OITKER 321 South 7th
Street, Quincy, adv1sed that he has 11ved at that address for
8 number of years and that the name KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK
is unfamiliar to him, He advised that the name JAMES.EARIL RAY
is wnfamiliar with him and after ¥viewing a photogaph of - JAMES
EARL RAY, FBI #306 443 A, advised -that he does not know this
individual, .
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On April 11, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON,
Quincy, Illinois Police Deparitment, was contacted by

"SA ELYON H, DAVIS at which time.Sergeant HANSON advised

that he had no information concerning JAMES EARI, RAY and that
the Quincy Police Department has received no informstion
concerning the present whereabouts of RAY.
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FAMILY OF JAMES EARL RAY
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INVVEVIE ALY

On 4-20-68, GEORGE PARSONS, 2826 College Street,

Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed and furnished the following

information:

PARSONS advised that he is a supervisor for the
Illinois Youth Commission and has had numerous contacts
with the family of LUCILE RYAN, He stated that this
family is also known by the name RAY. PARSONS advised
that around 1955 and 1966 he had kept a member of this
family, MELBA MARIE RYAN, in his home and that he had
always been close to MELBA MARIE RYAN. He stated that
this individual has mental problems and that nothang

_says can be relied upon.

PARSONS advised that he does not have any exact
dates concerning anything in the family but that he knows
the family is supposed to have moved to Quincy, Illinois,
sometime during the 1940s and that the entire family lived -
at 214 String Street, Quincy, Illinois, during the 1940s
until approximately 1955 He stated that this area at
that time was an area infested with houses of prostitution

" and a very rough neighborhood and a very poor. neighborhdod,

PARSONS stated that the entire family had been very close

to each other and that he felt that members of the family . . -

would certainly harbor JAMES EARL RAY. He stated this
‘would be particularly true of% JERRY RYAN and JACK or JOHN
RYAN. He felt that these two'Would harbor JAMES EARL RAY

_if they though it would be to JAMES EARL RAY's advantage,.

He furnished the follow1ng names for members “of

" the famlly" W
Father JAMES, JIM or JERRY RAY
Mother . LUCILE RAY or LUCILE RYAN
Son"- ' JAMES EARL RAY
Son : JERRY RAY
Son : : : - * JACK RAY

Son o - FRANKLIN DELEANOR RAY
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The following 1nvest1gat10n was oonducted by Sﬂ
MACK W. OLIVER, Jdr.

At Quincy, Illinois

On April 24, 1968, Miss Elizabeth Roth, Manager,
Quincy Credit Bur eau, advised that she had a file for JERRY
WILLIAM RYAN, Jr. and that this individual had been in her
files since 1950. Miss ROTH stated that RYAN's address in
1950 was 214 Spring Street; in 1954 the Tremont Hotel; and in
1956, 3892 South 7th Street. Miss ROTH advised thst according
to her file, JERRY WILLXAM RYAN, Jr., along with JAMES A.
ALDERTON, LONNIE RIFE, EUGENE BARRIGAR, and FLOYD SIDENER,
sought parole from the Menard State Penitentiary on August 29,
1958. Miss ROTH stated that she had no information on
JERRY WILLIAM RYAN, Jr., since the 1950's.

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for LUCILLE
RYAN and that she had had this file since 1954. Miss ROTH
said that the only address she had for LUCILLE RYAN was 536
York, Quincy, Illinois. Miss ROTH said that according to
her information, LUCILLE RYAN was arrested on July 19, 1954,
by local authorities, for assault and battery and again on
Bugust 24, 1957, for larceny, and that she was supposed to
have robbed JOHN B. THOMPSON of the Pacific House. ' Miss ROTH
said that she had one collectlon on LUCILLE RYAN and -that
the collection was in 1961 for the Brlngaze Grocery Store of -
Quincy. %_

‘ ”\ N

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for SUSAN RYAN
and that she had been in file since September 15, 1965. Miss
ROTH advised that she had two addresses for SUSAN RYAN, 1293 .

- North 9th Street and Fowler, Illinois. Miss ROTH advised that

according to her information, SUSAN RYAN moved from Quincy,

Illinois, o6n June 23, 1966, to 1117 North Dearborn, Chimgo.

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for MELBA
RYAN who resides at the Vlrclnla Hotel, and this name had been
in file since February 27, 1966. Miss ROTH stated that she had
no further information concerning MELBA RYAN.

PR
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Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for GERALD
RAYNES since October 24, 1940, and that RAYNES was 38 years
of age at that time. Miss ROTH stated that according to her
information, RAYNES was living at R.R..- #1, Ewing, Missouri,
his wife was LUCILLE, and that he had four children (no
names). HMiss ROTH said.that she had no informaii on concerning

‘GERFLD RAYNES since 1948. Miss ROTH stated that according to

heriinformation, GERALD RAYNES came to Quincy, Illinois, from
St. Louis, Missouri, and gave the following addresses and
places of employment for GERALD RAYNES:

Addresses Date

1507 North 4th September 28, 1944
Quincy, Illinois

Adams, Illinois -January 13, 1948

214 Spring Street November 12, 1961
Quincy, Illinois

Date _ . Employment

October 24, 1940 Gardner. Denver ,
January 13, 1948 Novelty salesman for

BILL POPP.

Miss ROTH adviseﬁ that she had a file for RUBY
CARPENTER since May 25, 1964, and that RUBY CARPENTER came to
Quincy, Illinois, from Clarence, Missouri. Miss ROTH stated
that RUBY CARPENTER worked foq\the State of Illinois, Family
and Children Service, and gave" the following addresses that
she had for RUBY CARPENTER:

17;1% Broadway
Quincy, Illinois

410 North 9th Street
Quincy, Illinois

630 North 6th Street
Quincy, XIllinois. -

- ?
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Miss ROTH advised thet she had a file for JAMES RAY
which she had crossreferenced with JOHN ¥, RAY and that she
had had this file since December of 1966. Miss ROTH stated
that according to her information, JAMES RAY turned himself
into the fdams County Sheriff's Office on March 3, 1967, and.
advised them that he was wanted in Ogden, Utsh.- Miss ROTH

said that on June 15, 1967, RAY committed himself to the

Veterans Alcoholic Hospital in Jacksonville, Illinois. Miss
ROTH said she had four addresses for RAY which are as £f61llows:

324 York Strzet
Quincy! Illinois

221 South 5th Street
Quincy, Illinois

323 York Street
Quincy, Illinois

1201 South Main Street
Jacksonville, Illinois.

Miss ROTH said that she had no further information
concerning JAMES RAY. .

Miss ROTH stated that she a file- '£6Y JOHNNY EARRY RAY
since April 8, 1953, and that he was 23 years of age at that
time. Miss ROTH stated that JOHNNY LARRY RAY was- sentenced-to
serve from three to four years, on June 2, 1953, at the
Menard State Penitentiary, for auto theft. Miss ROTH stated
that according to her information that JOHNNY LARRY RAY
attempted to escape from thke Adams County Jail on May 24, 1953.
Miss ROTH said the only address she had for JOHNNY LARRY RAY
was 214 Spring Street, Quincy,. Illinois. .
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