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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued
■ June 2, 1967 to JAMES B. BODKEB, 14341. South Avalon, Dalton, , 
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him .
as mile, born January.30, 1933/ 5' 10", 175 pounds, 
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer.
Records reflect lieense was suspended December 12, 1967 for

• an accident;. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving vlolatoons but is presently clear and valid.
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. On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts . . . 
Manager, employed 23 year-s with Rust International, Inc., ’ 
International Harvester- (I-H), Inc. InduuSrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, '
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other InternstOonal Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, IlliroSs area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the Internstoonsl Harvester 
Company i.s L. C. BARNETT, Dissrict Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Isaand Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illioois; Poli.ce Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County SSeriffs Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and teepphone 
directory faieed reveal any Isstnng for WILLAMI I. MARSHALL 
or similarity.

• Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L. C. BARNETT,
District Manager, I~H, Four Zero Five Rock Isaand 
Road, Peoria, Iimooss, advised that his offcce cover's the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illirois which incudes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL, as being an employee of his or as being 
a franhise dealer in his district;. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers foom his district 
to the State of CaSifrrnis• BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL. should be directed to I-H •
Home. Offices, 401 North,Michigan- Avenue, Chicago, Ilinnois,
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VII. MISCELLANEOUS
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A.1 RJBERTHOOD STRADER

'i
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On this dat 
Illx._o.s-, tseephone S' 
oxxice concerning tn. e

and wanted t
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emotionally,

would be protec uia a;

,

askod what hind of 
who felt his 1-m

e* inLregard to any ino©-^'^©^ s 
the murjq case. Mrs. Spader .

2™ *e ^^ ^ve to her hUSbanS

Mrs. STRAder^ «
-urnsshed to -this Biu’^" hi ^vl?— that any information 
protected but that'^V^i; .conf^nCr.wouici certainly be
her husband and ifiX Web ^W^•e©3sci©v to physically guard 
a mutter he should tak^o hsi/teWas if danger this was 
we were desirous of ln^ereiiXbr•1OCal ^^oitiss, however, 
iniomatiov he rnioht^ve t^-Xb^^Cot^^ my val^ble
so at his convenience n^ard to this case and would do
she would hovenr fes^on hist?-^1- J^. SWbR advis 
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Thls car contained two individuals .whom
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S+yW
i i V recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
^de not rec Sot wit him because he "hit the ground". He 
athj”buthe J, in grave danger for his personal safety because 
i^whfs’inf^0 about the Riling of p™ LUTHER K™-

• Mrs STRADER was advised immeedately upon her husband’s
she should contact this office hnd we would sot up a 

metur01SagSeeable time and place during* which we couM mterv^w 
her husband concerning this raaat^.

V
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MARGRET CARRICILREL STRANE, wife of ROBERT HOOD STRADER
the res P. CARUCHAMvas con,a.ve;:u a. i,:ie Aes/.en;ce;; ux /xer xa^iei j xx. ~. carmlchielj, ■ 

Route #1, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/63. Mrs. STRADeR adviced 
she and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence the weekend 
of 4/20-22/S8. She advised that on the night of 4/21/3(58 or 
only morning of 4/22/68 her husband was awakened by the doe's 
barking outside the farm 2’05:16.01122 which is located up a fam: Ime 
one-half nile from the main rural, road. She advised her hisband 
and-her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, upon making a search of the \ 
outside area, found that the STRADER'S 1967 Oldsmobile Delta. 
creen colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into. Mr.:. 
STRADER advised nothing was missing from the car- and no. one war* 
located or seen in the area. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
left alone from the CARMICHAEL resid^nce on the morning of .4/22A8 
sn route Dtroit, -Michigan,.

■ Hi's. STRADER advised*‘that ’in a short period of time, ' ' . 
Mr. STRADER returned to the CARMICHAEL residence. Upon his return,
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STRADEN stated he had found a note in the recessed area 
spousom^pr of hxs car. Cas. STRADER pointed-out that' th° ,
has been orowon? thoro^cre, her husband was not sior-An/h’;-/.? . ’ ■ 

. to the speedometer). She rtlnt^r this note was made i^Abt'ee’*
F^ newsies and pacted on the back of a pookst cRzndeO0--.-J;;' 
to describe he calendar), ire. STRADER said ths note^nu ^fn -
substance^---If you s° to Ah® police or the FBI you will~be\n:W „ 
M;s“ ShADER advised hor husband, after returning with the nottd’ 
prvcooceu en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short psirnoteof 
tin0 nte•, e-psed, he tslephotically contacted her stating he waZat

• ' tht HoSda7. i-nn, .Bl-ooming^, Illinois. Mrs. ■ ST,ADER stated her avsbe- 
;anfC°mttdd..her that upon reaching the road one rile north of the " .  
CAiuUCHAEL residence,, and Route 63,'he san a 1936 or 1967 C^-woic*

lCt^^3eJfO:rmation;, with too non in the caW/parkSd 
^’s. STRADER stated her husband told her that this ' 
On route Bloomington. Hoover, they did not turn 
Inn when he did. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan, ' “

■ tan in color, no 
along the road. 
car followed him 
into the Holiday, 
then told her he

. M’3; STRADER advised upon discussing above with he^
herJOthS^ Ms- E;.?“ CARMICHAEL diaced she had noticed e"lPt;r ,
m^UngPc5,.m:3k^g severa? *~ips on the main rural road near we CARNICHAEL ’esaasnee on the early mining of 4/22/63. ■

k i Mrs* STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/68 her
^f* ho »**, but he'would not dis coses hisSca/ o-as heA^ed* he was afraid to mention his location ovo~- 

S^T ,She.rel!1sJ her husband tola her that he St:^caJd^ fieest 
WV area aye’ leaving .Indianapolis:, Indiana'. ' tan i^vinv i<s eT. “tOOT® **“ direction'o^'tat men’s restaA, te"^''^ tA ' '
autTh/TScc^d- by t0° non driving very slow. He stated at this" 
hiTof ts^t- ^ sssmrhls fleets sr^m ///?tela 

Kexs he ^^  ̂ the

due to h<^1??^. sttt:sd.het: husband' bslievesthis action was ‘ '
TAbting £h8 ms2 s .fessrrcn at the Gulf Truck Step,

pbW'ir, To nesTee’ ^A^/27/88’6 J wh," he allegedly overheard five acn 
husbniftXk7! D,“+MA^I^N,LU^ KING, an. Mrs. STRADER state. hen 
he r^-enn-^ O’/haJ,^0 of ^e men m the restroom was RAY, when ‘ futrhttgt-t^tftttfR^■^ s photograph was published. She stated he ' 
he saw int’W ^-S-1 n:hatvho would b° able to recognize the other rio-n 
?htfrTtuck-,s^°£ta^cOoaandM^nsssoe;:ao^

of hoa^-o? A. piRhjgh^  ̂ Strtn^etsS“ tocher so^ng
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’ back to Memphis he'will be killed"
husband «p*k&.o*xh^ugbe^ did say he wanted to see CARL 
M-.s^R aSVXrti, D.C,. whom heynew but d« not s^^17
STTfrCO see SCT.' ' ■ . ' _ "

e Mrs. STRADER advised h" . ■ '
, at Lexington, IP^oes, on- F-iday 4/^418®. STRA^^^ , i ,
Until**-® morning of Satur^y’ */2^ .STRADER'S., son. by. a . _ ,".SSiKX1" 88S1---— -<—*"*4 

Pie " she had contacted ■Ite..-.STBAM® st^^^ As^lV Chage/Sp’^
■ Mr.'DONALD T. SULL•VAN,,As^s^STSPeCt should call Mr. SULLIVAN I

. Sficeof the F^.^d tha^h!! MRsOLLi™ Lad informed her he 
and set un an appointment; A at - at any location or at

■ Would m^e an appointment t-oJ^t^TRADEW, STRADER stated- her husb>aid ’ '
ti^e when STRADER was aya-.-cb-.-©^-. s witfr EBT Agents.,.a». h©. felt...-

i BwB«  ̂ c —
: ■ aev^ . ■ y " ig.gaining - ,|

- Mrs. STRADSR.awised of.somogeKtrBsbaSte.sa^ii^ed/ia^, . I
, Which are n?* “°?clJn1;g th© ’husband's business and that she is sure 
‘ she does not know a^ofuhbnows - -
I he.has.not tolU.ner.al^ - ''

Mrs. 'SWDER adv^-dAherwhOSto|d•^^ o
• STAm-IS .cf.BatonJ^^  ̂ .Lo™ajSsi^ees^-in^

1967 -that there were sewxal _u cnilaction to obtain money to have. . , 
- ^iasir^fl^‘wh4wer^t^^p^•aivis-grherhuwd•^f WSJ~t?iua^ |
■• ■ KING assassinated. Mrs. STRADERu.; Louis*ana, area. Sho s<,a-ei .

. 1 n-the Baton Rouge and D©.^ lSn>;igsWiwUhO^^ ^tnrtion f
■ ■ h© Wos.■ii.th^.sume^.ix 1967,. c£.5e’cX-ia - wbich-was doing cooWUcton ._ .... 8

■■ »■»■..

they were trying to gain...£.;;.% f ore - Treckt-d ohat-some way vW 4 
staiMr to "Six F^g^^ex^ (Ph) °e]M“pA1" "

■ " Km-iS coioaca-rwiS’ttey-coSid fin-to© sdm13uy4e;eAiXA4lri^ ’
-.S"decr.at^^^ Mi’-;-.-«" rz - ‘

■ . t^e ^SdAD^^ I
also ’obtained samc^ of.^gsheeorJ^ of hand” and’an article . ■

' of Slidell, La; however, "thingf. go^^ ...... .
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana ' ■
placed a stop to the entire operation,

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
con-tact with her daily but decinnes to furnssh information 
as to his locatoon over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband, if he has any 
informatoon he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him. ‘ ■

CARL STERN, Wasshngton, D.C., NBC .Office, .advised 
a rlpreslntstiee of the Federal Bureau of Invlstigatioh, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
coering a story in the South, had, on Aprrl 24, 1968, teeephoned 
him foom someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER inorrmed him 
he was en route to the home of his eifes parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March. 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, cinclrn:ing the kiling of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Appaseetly STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his iceense number. STRADER beHeved there 
had been at least one shot freed at him since that time. 
STRADER infommed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience'in'their territory. According to Mr.. 
STERN, BISHOP.stated that''4STRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a locatoon 
other than an office. •

The fUes of the Springfiedd Office contain the 
fidOewing references to ROBER.T STRADER, however, it cannot be 
dl•terri■nld at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Iiinoois. • •

■ On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'1" -2", 175 lbs., 
employed cutting timber near EdwesdssVlle, Illiniis, snd in 
cineSructiie work at Southern Iiinoois University, Edwards- .
ville, Illiniis, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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B „ INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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Mrs.-FRENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/68.

She advised that her ex-son-in-law, CECIL RAY, formerly 
o//^^}3’:11}^3’ haS bee-.to her resddnnce on approximately 
Lw° occasi.ons w.thjn tne last five years, adcomoamed by an 
individual who resembled JAMES EEAILRAY. It is'her belief that 
C-CiC RAY referred^o this person as JWES RAY. Mrs. FRENCH 
w1S unable to furnssh any more speeific informatoon as to the 
times or when the visits were matte.

, , . She stated that C’^IL RAY was separated from her steo- 
daughter, JUDITH.EARLINE RAY, who resddes at 1013 Main SSrePt, 
Highland, Hiinois;. They have been separated about four year's. 
CY"^..^.1^4.-? b^mp’-oye-d. in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck 
driver loi an unidennifeed Gas and Oil Company and--was last seen 
by i;^. FRENCH in 1966. CECIL RAY’s parents are deceased but he 
is believed 1° have a brother who resddes in Vandalia, minoSs, 
0ame_Unk0OWnM,.CECIL RAY was employed as a bar-tender at roe time 
I1,,!- umdeenified bar on the main Street in Vandalia MRS. 
FRENoii hid no photograph and could furnssh oo description of 
CECIL RAY. • ’

By way of background concerning MRS. FRENCH,' her husband 
EARL FRENCH1 waS be1- to deitlMio Effinglm,, Illinois, io early 

Jo/ and tne case hi.s not beenzsolved. -'Mrs.FRENCH resides alone 
with her dog and iccordnng to Sheriff A. D DITTER, is an avid 

eeL dr-nk^r* Mrs-. .FRENCH dl.d not 1ppear t:o have been drinking 
a' Die tLme of -the interveew. Shedid refer to the death of her 
hu3^ o° ^ver1 occasions and mentioned that she knew how Mrs VTIG1. felt _ ■

- 20'6-> ' ‘
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JUDESH RAY, 3018 iMn Streep .Highly, • m^is, • - - . ■ 
was i2ttcrviee:d Ami! 30, 1933, ecocorains box knowledge 
of possible association with the subject, JAMES BARL RAY.

JUDITS RAY, stated that box husband, CHOL RAY, •
is at the present time separated fom her although they are 
not divorced. She stated that there is a state warrant 
outstanding against box husband, CEOSL, issued by the States 
^teoy’s 02:7ise^nydonec  ̂ Illinois, charging her
husband with nomerpo.’t of the 4 chid-en which she has, 
JUDINA! DAY stated that 10 is her u-nders-taz ’ding’ from the 
Status Attornoy's Office At Tharkavillo, Hinos, that her . 
husband may have recontly coved to Wisconsin!, in order to 
escape the verrant outstanding against hin Is the State of 
Illinois, ' ,

However, she stated that his location, 11 he 
has moved to Wisconsin, is wAdncwn to hex. She furnher 
stated that it is how belief that her husband SCHE.DAY • . 
has not moved to Wisconsin/but is instead 31x^3 in Vahdilin, 
Hilos!, with some of his-rela-tves?. She stated-that she - - • . 
has on covexai oceasicns contacted relatvees oi hor husband 
in Vandalia but they have professed to help her locate her ’
husband. She related that it i's^her belief that the relatves 
know the location of hor husband but refuse to cooperate 
with her in finding hm and they knew the warrant will be 

■ issued against hin, ,. ■ ,

Mi?.* RAY s1®. ’̂.^®^® dor not’now fany 
afe^o^a^on wa^ch her husband Rsy;hav® had warn th© subject. 
but ^id he could have associated with him before -their marriage 
in 1955 and cay have associated sometime sirc>s-uh?t_wlthL 
hia in Alton , Ilibiois. ____ ___ ___ 1 searched.  LNDTYEU-zn__________________

907 _
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. She stated that ^approximately 11 yours 82O; '
she and har husband resided in a downtown apartment in 
Alton, Illinois, and they recded there for'approximately '
3 years. She stated that dur ing ther stoy in Alton, her 
husband brought numeYous frredds home with him to drink " 
la the apartment of play cards and be novox identified 
any of those persons with him. She state d that she never 
inquired as to their-identity and would not be familiar 
with the name JAMES EARL RAY0 ' ’

Mrs. RAY stated that her husband is welBmoown
. in the Vandalia, minois area in that he was raised in • 
that City. She stated that her husband's relatives all 
live in Vandalia and they possibly may know the prosit 

■ whereabouts of her husband,,

She stated that she is anxious to leam the 
present whereabouts of her husband and that she will cooperate ■ i • ! ; 
wia the F3\ in any way possible in determining his location. 
She starved that it is her belief if anyone knows his

I present whereabouts, it will be a member of his family in '
VaddHa. ■

. It is h©r belief that his relatives there may 
be protecting his present address.

Sh© stated that a member of the family nest Holy 
to know his address will-be gilbert RAY.who lives on Randolph. 
Scree's, Va^daia, IliAnois. -. She stated that a brother of her .

/ husb^dj LARRY RAY, als° x^idss in VanMaia, Hindis, but­
- his address is unknown, /p - „

Another brother, STANLEY RAY resides in Vira, 
Iliinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased..

• ; , / Mrs. RAY stated that .LEONARD BOWLS is a dose • ■
friend of h©r' husband and may possibly know his present where­

' ■ SSsL Sh©,?2? that.!1© is ^ ow© of Metzgers Tavern,V.-nadia, Ilimos, and che exact address is unknown to 
her. • ■

; • d208 - ■ ■ ■
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She further stated that PRESSON PRIOR who .
• is the owner of a Mobil Station in VaadaliOp Which 
station is loonted at the junction of the 014 Highway 
and the New Super Highway may possibly know her husband's 
present whereabouts in that her husband has worked 
for him from tine to time.

. . Mes. RAY stated that she knows very little about 
her husband's associates and that he would be the one 
to contact concernnng them. She further stated that
she knew very little of her hu^ond's family background 
before they were married and there may be some associates 
at that time that she is unfamiliar with.

209 -
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1

The following’ investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT C. HAINES: • ■

’ . At Edwoidssille;' Illinois . ’

States Attorney LEON D..SCROGGINS, Madison County 
Court House, reveowed files maintained in his office and 
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued 
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in .Madison 
County Court at Edwoidssille; He stated that the infor­
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were 
issued loosed that CECIL RAY »as resid^g in Joliet, 
Ilinoois, and accordingly, d^xieed copies of the warrant 
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. ,

He inclicaeod that he had no knowledge of the current 
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file - indicaeed 
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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i

— • On 5-13-68, Sh^Uf LeCNARD KELLY, Fayette County,
Vandalia, advised there are several, members of the RAY family 
in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect­
ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation 
conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all. members of the family arc 
not too smart and prone to using alcohol, to excess.

In this respect, LARRY RAY, a City of Vaidalia 
employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/8o for 
threatening his wife, tut reeeased on $25.00 bond.

* MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee - of the USPO, advised.
CECIL RAY iVeed in th-e same neighborhood, but has not been in 
Vann alia for at least two years, unl.es s very briefly. No r“t- 
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during 
recent past. Tax and voter's records also iegative.

GILBERT RAY, City of Vanalia.employee in the.street 
and garbage work, advised 5-14-68, he is an w.c!1 of CECIL RAY 

. . and, to his knowledge,’-he has rot heard of JAMES EARL RAY, but
possibly CECIL could'-have‘known hm, since’ it one tim1 hc was 
at EdwaldsvVLLe and A-toi^R There’"is a brother STANLEY RAY who 

. GILBERT believes is in Vira,,‘ Ill.,'where hc works at Crane
Packing 60. There is a half brother, PdCIARD RISLEY, who 
Ivvcs in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY ^vised hc

. had rot seen or heal’d from. CEC1L RAY ii several months ^c 
• ’ . the last hc knew hc was in- Peoria, Illinois, working at a

. Shitc (phoenctic) Service Statici; probably th1 Sit1 brand
; • • of independent stltions. '
! ■ LEONARD BOWLES former associate of CECIL RAY ^viscid

he had heard .othing from him for two or three .years.. BOuLES
• no longer operates-a-tav-eri but ^helps his son-in-aww^i1 the 

■ tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR fomer_asrciiC;r•iilsi 
■ had no- recent ■ idfomitioi of CECIL'S whereAbo*T!s>.r-^-^
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both' advised that the entire family 
of this group ’’were a little on the stupid si.de>11 ~
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